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Dear Committee,  

Submission to Vegetation Management and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 
2018 (‘VMOLA Bill’) inquiry 

3 My Name is Joy Macumber, I wish to make the following comments. Clause 
133 and 38 This should include vegetation adjoining Bells Creek and 
Lamerough Creek to protect the catchment area of Ramsar .Point 4 & 6 page 2 
below the importance of preventing LGA’s from establishing Infrastructure 
Agreements which can be then used by developers to change Overlay Mapping 
of Wetland and Biodiversity Map. In particular Golden Beach Pelican Waters 
Overlap Map has been amended to remove all urban riparian areas. This is on a 
golf course which discharges waters into Bells Creek. Removal of trees in 
wetlands of private land for housing developments and recovery of soil for new 
development. 
 
The following elements of the VMOLA Bill are strongly supported as they are a step 
to help reduce excessive clearing in Queensland:  
1. Removal of the ability to obtain permits for high value agriculture and high 

value irrigated agriculture. The Statewide Landcover and Trees Study found 
that 10% of mature bushland clearing from 2013-2016 happened under these 
permit types, with generally insufficient verification that the land was high value 
agricultural land, was needed for agriculture, and was actually utilised for the 
agricultural activity applied for; (see clause 16) 

2. Reintroduction of the requirement to obtain Riverine Protection Permits to 
better regulate damaging clearing in watercourses (see clauses 51 and 52);  

3. Phasing out existing Area Management Plans which have allowed significant 
clearing under lower regulation across Queensland; (see clause 14)  

4. Extended protections of regrowth vegetation near watercourses across 
Great Barrier Reef catchments, to reduce damaging runoff, including Eastern 
Cape York, Fitzroy and Burnett-Mary catchments which were not protected under 
the VM Act currently.  (see clauses 133 and 38)  
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