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22/03/2018
Dear Sir/Madam,

Please accept this letter as my submission regarding the Vegetation Management and
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2018.

My husband and | are 4'" generation graziers and have the experience of trial and error of
three previous generations to guide us in making choices for our land. As graziers we do not
clear all trees from our land as we know it is not good for the environment or our animals
and wildlife. We have found that native animals would prefer a similar environment to our
cattle therefore they would prefer our land over less cared for land and uncleared scrub as
there is not much grass there.

The introduction of the Vegetation Management and Other Legislation Amendment Bill
2018 would be detrimental to our management practices. Just last year we used the self-
assessable codes to fence out some remnant vegetation to better manage our cattle and for
Work place health and safety. Tropical cyclone Debbie came through here as a category 3
system and blew over a huge amount of trees in timbered areas making it difficult for us to
muster our stock safely.

It is very difficult to maintain safety if we can’t clear tracks to walk our cattle or around
waters so that we can muster them. We have areas around waters that have been cleared
less than 15 years that are marked as essential habitat. Anyone who has worked cattle will
know that if you can catch them in open country it is safer and easier for the cattle and for
the men and horses.

A lot of areas of timber has never been cleared on our land but in the 50 plus years of
ownership in the family a lot of open forest country is becoming overgrown. We have
noxious weeds such as Lantana, Rubbervine and Harissia cactus growing in the areas we
can’t touch. We would like to selectively clear some of this but it will just end up an
impenetrable mess.
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