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Dear Sir/Madam

Submission to State Development, Natural Resources and Agricultural Industry
Development Committee re: Vegetation Management and Other Legislation Amendment
Bill 2018

Thank you for the opportunity to make submission to the SDNRAID Committee on this proposed
Amendment Bill before the House.

Coming from outside the paddock so to speak (so, am not in agriculture myself, but as a rural
resident | see the impact of government policy, both good and bad, reflected in our local economy
and community in general), there are a number of questions that must be asked of the Committee
considering this Bill.

e Has the department provided scientific data that this proposed system of land
'management' results in superior ecological outcomes than the current system? Surely for
such drastic measures to be implemented, the onus of proof rests with Government to
support their claim that current agricultural practices are detrimental to the environment?

e Has the department consulted widely and gathered field data from existing landholders,
some whose lived experience spans 4 or 5 generations of land management practices,
which have been modified over time through periods of drought, flood and ‘good times’ to
create the current healthy grasslands of our wider grazing regions of Queensland? (which
also contribute to carbon-sinking and soil structure protection...these ecology-preserving
properties are not unique to trees and shrubs.) Given the loud voices of opposition on this
matter from the agricultural sector, it appears these measures are being implemented with
little regard to what methods currently achieve positive environmental benefits out in the
paddock.

e More significantly, has the Department and its advisors consulted with indigenous land
managers with millennia of on-the-ground understanding of the Australian environment, to
document historic land management practices in each of the regions, which differ greatly in
soil structure and vegetation cover across Queensland, to determine the long-term
effectiveness of these proposals?

e Will the Department be compensating primary producers for the inevitable loss of income if
this law is passed, as admitted in the Explanatory notes:

Consistency with fundamental legislative principles...
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