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North Queensland Conservation Council
... the voice for the environment in North Queensland

C om m ittee  Secretary
State D eve lopm ent, Natural Resources
and  A gricu ltu ra l Industry D eve lopm en t C om m ittee
Parliam ent House
G eorge  Street
Brisbane Old 4000
Email: sdn ra ldc@ parllam ent.q ld .gov.au  

Dear C om m ittee ,

Submission to Vegetation M anagem ent and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2018 
('VMOLA Bill’) inquiry

North Q ueensland Conservation C ouncil (NQCC) Is th e  Regional Conservation C ouncil 
covering  th e  reg ion from  Bowen to  C ardw ell and  from  the  Reef to  the  Northern 
fe rrlto ry /Q ueensland  Border. Our role Is to  a c t as th e  vo ice  for th e  environm en t In the  
region and  e n co u ra g e  others In th e  reg ion to  a d v o c a te  on Its behalf. W e ta ke  seriously 
our role as com m en ting  on proposed gove rnm en t po licy  and  on gove rnm en t 
decisions. W e trust th a t this submission will assist In th e  strengthen ing o f ve g e ta tio n  
p ro tec tion  laws.

fh e re  ca n  be no doub tin g  th e  u n a c c e p ta b le  ra te  o f c learing  o f Q ueensland 's 
vege ta tio n , assessed to  be second only to  th e  ra te  o f c learing  o f Am azon rainforest.

Loss o f ve g e ta tio n  contribu tes to  c lim a te  change , soil run-off and  w ind dispersion, 
d a m a g e  to  th e  GBR (from all three). It Is essential th a t ve g e ta tio n  conservation  laws are 
strengthened, fh e  proposed Bill goes a long w a y  to  ensuring th a t bu t still requires 
strengthen ing If Q ueensland 's ve g e ta tio n  Is to  flourish.

NQCC supports:

1. Removal of the ability to obtain permits for high value agriculture and high value 
irrigated agriculture, fh e  S ta tew ide  Landcover and  frees Study found  th a t 10% o f 
m atu re  bushland c learing  from  2013-2016 h a p p e n e d  under these perm it types, w ith 
genera lly  Insufficient ve rifica tion  th a t th e  land was high va lue  agricu ltu ra l land, was 
n eede d  for agricu lture, and  was a c tu a lly  utilised for th e  ag ricu ltu ra l a c tiv ity  app lied  
for.

fh e  'bene fits ' o f ve g e ta tio n  rem ova l must be care fu lly  and  ob jec tive ly  w e ighed  
aga inst th e  'costs ', tak ing  Into a c c o u n t ta n g ib le  and  In tang ib le  costs and  benefits 
and  th e  cum u la tive  Im p a c t o f rem oval.

A loca l exam p le  o f u n a c c e p ta b le  c learing  In th e  fow nsvllle  region Is th a t fo r the  
Pentland pro ject, fhls Involves th e  c learing  o f 19,100 hectares o f land for the  
p roduc tion  o f Irrigated sugar ca n  and  sorghum In o rder to  g row  fo o d  fo r cars 
(e thano l), fh e  net cost o f this, especia lly  w hen w e ighed  aga inst th e  In troduction  o f 
e lec tric  vehicles Is short-sighted.

2. Reintroduction of the requirement to obtain Riverine Protection Permits to  be tte r 
regu la te  d a m a g in g  c lea ring  In watercourses.
D am age  to  riparian land con tribu tes very sign ificantly to  bank erosion and 
sed im enta tion  o f w aterw ays, from  Inland areas to  th e  GBR. Riverine Protection
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Permits must also be strongly en fo rced , w ith s ign ificant penalties Im posed for 
Infringem ent. Sed im enta tion  o f the  G rea t Barrier Reef m arine Park and  World 
Heritage A rea con tribu tes sign ificantly to  th e  d e g ra d a tio n  o f ree fa l w aters In and 
around fownsvllle. C leve land Bay, recogn ised as an e co lo g ica l hotspot. Is being 
rap id ly  d o w n g ra d e d  by Inland erosion and  sed im enta tion  m a d e  worse by massive 
and  expand ing  d redg ing  for th e  purposes o f Increased m arine tra ffic .

It Is this cum u la tive  Im p a c t th a t must be  considered  (as Is m a d e  c le a r In th e  Reef 
2050 Plan).

3. Phasing out existing Area M anagem ent Plans, w hich  have  a llow ed  sign ificant 
c learing  under lower regu la tion  across Queensland.

V e g e ta tio n  In Q ueensland Is precious, p laying a very s ign ificant role In land and 
w a te r p ro tec tion , fh e  land must be m a n a g e d  for ve g e ta tio n  retention.

4. Extended protections of regrowth vegetation near watercourses across Great Barrier 
Reef catchments, to reduce dam aging runoff. Including Eastern C a p e  York, FItzroy 
and Burnett-M ary ca tch m e n ts  th a t w ere  no t p ro te c te d  under the  VM A c t currently. 
Such p ro tec tion  will assist w ith the  costly efforts to  decrease  flo w  o f sed im ent Into 
the  GBRWHA.

NQCC supports the  fo llow ing am endm ents, p roposed by Q ueensland Environm ental
Defenders Q fflce, on the  cond ition  th a t th e y  are streng thened by th e  fo llow ing
proposed am endm ents, w h ich  w ou ld  re d u ce  excessive c learing  o f w ild life  hab ita t.
Im pacts to  th e  G rea t Barrier Reef and  c lim a te  ch a n g e  emissions:

1. Improved protected of 'high value regrowth vegetation', being ve g e ta tio n  th a t has 
g row n b a ck  well a fte r be ing c lea red , fh e  Bill c rea tes a b roade r defin ition . Including 
ve g e ta tio n  th a t hasn 't been c lea red  for 15 years and  re-extendIng regu la tion  to  
freeho ld . Indigenous land and  o c c u p a tio n a l licences (see clause 38). fhls Is 
supported .

2. 'High value regrowth vegetation' must be extended to fully m eet the government's 
pre-election commitment by protecting high conservation value regrowth 
vegetation, fu rthe r am endm en ts  are n e ede d  to  a llow  m uch m ore extensive 
p ro tec tion . Including o f e n d a n g e re d  ve g e ta tio n  species and  com m unities, 
ve g e ta tio n  In ree f ca tchm ents , riparian areas, th re a te n e d  species h a b ita t and  
areas w here  landscap e  Integrity Is a t risk.

3. Tightening of the definition of 'thinning' (now known as 'm anaging thickened  
vegetation') is supported. The Bill now  requires th a t th inn ing activ ities must 'm a in ta in  
e c o lo g ica l processes and  p reven t loss o f diversity'. To ensure this defin ition  Is g iven 
e ffe c t the re  must be  a requ irem ent th a t It be  dem onstra ted  prior to  c learing  being 
a llow ed, fu rtherm ore, 'th in n ing ' should no longer be perm it or c o d e  assessable for 
anyth ing  a b o v e  10% o f a spec ific  w o o d la n d  area.

4. The Bill needs to be changed to require am endm ent of maps that lock in 
unregulated clearing of all high value vegetation. Under th e  N ew m an G overnm ent, 
s ign ificant areas o f Q ueensland w ere  locked In under p roperty  level m aps th a t 
a llow ed  th e  c learing  o f unregu la ted  'c a te g o ry  X' even  though  the  c learing  w ould  
Im p a c t m ature, high va lue  vege ta tio n . Leaving m a p  a m e n d m e n t up to  th e  land 
ow ner will leave  sign ificant areas o f Q ueensland w here  c learing  Is un regu la ted .
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5. The Bill does not tighten excessive clearing allowed under fodder harvesting codes 
so amendments are needed. Fodder harvesting should be lim ited, a t least, to  w here 
the re  Is an o ffic ia l d rough t dec la ra tion .

Yours sincerely

W endy Tubman 
President

16 M arch  2018
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