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Dear Sir/Madam,

Review of Vegetation Management and other Legislation Amendment Bill 2018

W ild care  Australia Inc is a non-prof it  organisation ded icated  to  th e  rescue and care o f  sick, injured and  

o rp haned  Q ueensland  wild life .

O ur vo lun tee rs  have seen f irsthand th e  devastating  effects th a t  ina d e q u a te  vege ta t io n  m a n a g e m e n t  

legislation has had on o u r  local w ild li fe  and th e  en v iro n m e n t .

W e  are  hopefu l th a t  th e  Q ueensland G o v e rn m e n t  will stand by its election promise to  drive d ow n  

excessive clearing rates and introduce legislation to  p ro tec t  re m n a n t  and high conservation va lue  

regrow th  vege ta t io n  as w e  believe th a t  it is essential th a t  th e  State 's land clearing laws are  

significantly s trengthened .

W e  n o te  th a t  th e  proposed Bill has addressed issues o f  concern including:-

• Removing High Value Agriculture  and High V alue  Irrigated Agriculture as an a l low ab le  purpose.

• Removal o f  th e  ' th inning ' self-assessable code

• Revision o f  th e  fo d d e r  self-assessment code

• Redefin ing High Conservation V alue  Regrowth

H o w e v e r  f ro m  in fo rm at ion  available, th e  Bill does not m e e t  th e  Q ueensland G o v e rn m en t 's  election  

c o m m itm e n t  to  ' in troduce legislation to  p ro tec t  re m n a n t  and high conservation va lue  regrow th  

vege ta t io n ' .  T he  Bill appears defic ien t in:-

•  Thinning  is still a l low ed via several m eans including D e ve lo p m en t  Approval.

•  Fodder harvesting is still a l low ed  u nd er  Self Assessment and is not linked to  "necessity" or
"drought" .  It is a l low ab le  to  clear an "of concern" regional ecosystem u nd er  some  

circumstances.

• No t all o f  th e  promised changes to  th e  defin it ion  o f  High Conservation V alue  have been m ade .  
The  Q ueensland  G o v e rn m e n t  promised th a t  th e  High Conservation Value regions w ou ld  be  

redefined  to  include "riparian areas, th re a te n e d  species h ab ita t  and areas w h e re  landscape  

in tegrity  is at risk". Riparian areas have been excluded and th e re  appears to  be gaps in th e  

protect ion  o f  th re a te n e d  species h ab ita t  p ro tection.
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•  The  area o f  regrow th  re m n a n t  and High Conservation Value Regrow th  in Category X and 

PM AVS is not known and is not curren tly  p ro tec ted  and does not a p p ea r  to  have been  

m a p p ed .  Legislation m ust include pro tect ion  fo r  any o f  th e  fo res t  and bushland currently  

m a p p ed  e x e m p t  to  ensure th a t  overall clearing rates will be reduced.

W e  cannot see h o w  broad scale clearing and th e  protect ion  o f  re m n a n t  and High Conservation Value  

regrow th  forests and bushland will be p ro tec ted  unless th e  Bill addresses th ese  issues.

W e  respectfully  request th a t  th e  Q ueensland G o v e rn m e n t  re-address these deficiencies to  ensure th a t  

th e y  fulfil th e  election c o m m itm e n t  m a de  to  th e  residents o f  Q ueensland. W e  believe th a t  most  

residents believe th a t  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  should substantially s trengthen  th e  Bill and associated policies 

to  ensure th e  pro tect ion  o f  our natural en v iro n m e n t  and wild life .

Yours faithfully

Karen Scott 
President
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