Vegetation Management and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2016 Submission No 220

SUBMISSION

| provide my submission on rejection of the changes proposed in the Vegetation Management
(Reinstatement) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2018 ("the BUT].

This constant change in legislation severely impacts on the ability of farm managers to plan and
Implement effective long-term property and business management decisions. Ecological processes
work In much longer timeframes and can be severely compromised when mismatching regulations
are enforced. Farmers have long called for certainty with the vegetation management regulatory

framework. | am totally opposed to continued uncertainty and attacks on the viability of myself, the
long-term sustainability of my business as well as attacks on fellow farmers.

The Impacts of the proposed changes to the Vegetation Management Act include;

+ The purpose for High Value Agriculture and Irrigated High Value Agriculture will be removed.

+ Extends Category Bareas (remnant vegetation) and Category C (regrowth vegetation) to
freehold land, and indigenous freehold land. Additional 862 OOOha High Value Regrowth and
watercourse buffers to all reef catcnment, Burnett Mary, Fitzroy, Eastern Cape York.

* Thinning will require Development Application to be lodged for approval.

* The purpose for High Value Agriculture and Irrigated High Value Agriculture will be removed.

Describe the impacts the changes will make to stall agriculture, discourage investment, and
increase costs and time to manage vegetation.

As an environmant steward | monilor daify the impacts either posid/e or negative my management has on the iand | care Ibr.
iam in my iocalenvironmentevery day monitodng and managing at no cost to the vAdar community, i am certain / have a
better grasp on the current situation than someone looking down from a sateliite.

My concerns with the proposed changes to the Vegetation Management Act arise from the erosion of ownership rights on

freehoid iand My current managementhas aiiowed trees to flouiish naturatiy where their piacem *t and density doesn't

impact negativeiy upon grazing yieid. This is monitored through grazing charts, photo sites and feed budgets, i fearthatif my
grazing yield is depieted through regrowth thickening 1may no longer have the abiiity to keep the tree density in check end my
environment baianced.

My Grandfather phyaicaliy bought these trees when he paid to freehoid &ie land. Now am i being told that i no iongerown
them? Ilconcerns me that soonT wili no longer own the grass.
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