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Thursday 22"*  ̂M arch, 2018

C om m ittee Secretary
State D ev e lo p m en t. N atural R esources
and Agricultural Industry D evelopm ent Com m ittee
Parliam ent H ouse
G eorge Street
B risbane Q ld 4000

D ear S ir/M a d am ;

RE: O bjection to Palaszczuk G overnm ent's Proposed V egetation M anagem ent Law s

W e are  third generation b e e f  producers located in the Burnett M ary C atchm ent A rea in Q ueensland. 
O ur fam ily  has been on the land and in th is area fo r over one hundred (100) years. W e both hold 
executive positions on the Central B urnett Landcare G roup com m ittee. W e are  actively involved in 
and are m em bers o f  our tw o  local N atural R esource M anagem ent G roups -  B urnett C atchm ent Care 
A ssociation (B C C A ) & B urnett M ary Regional G roup (BM RG).

W e strongly object to  the  Palaszczuk G overnm ent's revised unsustainable V egetation M anagem ent 
law s. This revised law  is sending a  clear and disdainful m essage to  Farm ers that the Palaszczuk 
G overnm ent do not support farm ing fam ilies to  continue to  provide clean, green  food and fibre for 
our local and global com m unities.

Farm ers are educated, progressive, resourceful and innovative and deserve to be heard!

The m ultiple form al scholarly training, practical w orkshop events and ongoing and continuous 
professional developm ent that w e have invested in over the  last 20 years to  help us keep up to  date 
with, and im plem ent, contem porary ecologically  sustainable and regenerative farm ing practices have 
not a t any point been unacknow ledged by the Palaszczuk Governm ent. This is extrem ely offensive. 
Y our party  have not at any point invited  us to  address the vegetation m anagem ent law s in a 
collaborative and collegial manner; instead w e have experienced contem ptuous and disrespectful 
alienation from  the decision m aking process. T o  have w ritten and published the changes p rio r to  any 
form  public consultation disregards ou r generations o f  form ally and pragm atically acquired 
know ledges W e are insulted that you have chosen to only allocate tw elve (12) hours o f  public 
hearings for these changes

The courses and practices w e have invested ou r tim e and m oney in are  our investm ent in  ou r land. 
W e take ou r stew ardship responsibilities very seriously as w e do th is fo r  both  our fam ilies and  the
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greater good o f  a!l Australians. W hat is not being  reflected throughout th is process o r in the m edia is 
that w e CARE. W e truly deeply and very  em otionally care for and are  connected to  ou r land.

Stew ardship  o f  our land is at the heart o f  w h at w e  do every day in every way!

O bjecting to  these new  law s is not a  protest against greening Australia. O ur objections are a  vote o f  
confidence that allow s Farm ers and Forestry w orkers to  continue to  responsibly and safely m anage 
ou r vegetation in  w ays that preserve soils, prevent m n-o ff to  protect the ree f  (grass is far m ore 
effective than trees) and protect rare  and endangered tree species (w hich are  already protected  under 
current law).

These law s will prevent m any established and ecologically sound land m anagem ent practices and 
w ill halt fu ture econom ic viability  o f  ou r farm s and fo r  N orthern Q LD  it will hobble the  fantastic  
opportunities opening up fo r ou r First N ation Peoples. These N orthern Q LD  projects are delivering 
hope, dignity and a  real opportunity fo r Indigenous people to  return to  Country w ith pride and  not a 
handout. So to  ju s t w ipe out N orthern D evelopm ent and devalue ou r land overnight w ithou t ou r input 
is devastating and w ill cause severe unnecessary financial hardship to  m any hard w orking A ussies.

Food security for grow ing m iddle class, d iscerning consum ers com prom ised!

I'd love to  know  how  Palaszczuk G overnm ent p lans on increasing agricultural production to  keep up 
w ith ever expanding local and international m iddle class populations w hilst sim ultaneously 
restricting th e  developm ent and continuous im provem ent o f  land needed to  m eet consum er 
expectations o f  clean, quality food. Provenance and farm ing practices such as low  stress cattle 
handling, rotational grazing, conservative stocking rates are  non-negotiable practices to  us and our 
consum ers are  increasing aw are o f  these practices and purchasing decisions are influenced by  these 
ideologies. In an era o f  sustainability it is ludicrous to  me that w e w ould destroy our nation’s ability 
to  feed ourselves and others in the  world.

It's about tim e that our farm ers including  the excellent Indigenous farm ers are celebrated and 
highlighted fo r the  rem arkably considered and com passionate stew ardship o f  the ir lands.

W e are quickly losing our status as the lucky country.
I f  you think o f  ou r great country, w hich includes all the small and regional tow ns and villages, you 
will see the direct im pact agriculture has on the w ealth  and w ellness o f  our com m unities. A s 
agricultural enterprises expand, so too do th e  local econom ies o f  these small towns. S im ilarly  as 
agriculture suffers so do these tow nships. W e've lo st our m anufacturing facilities do w e w ant to  lose 
ou r agricultural industries as well?

L abour Party Bullies!
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O nce upon a  tim e the L abour party w as founded on principles o f  fairness. There is nothing fa ir  about 
these new  vegetation law s and the Palaszczuk governm ent's lack  o f  com m unity consultation! W e are 
deeply saddened by  the sly sneaky attack on farm ers by th is  Palaszczuk governm ent.

It's tim e to w ake np and snpport A assie  farm ers!
The Palaszczuk governm ent’s approach to  Farm ers regarding vegetation m anagem ent has been  about 
assum ing the w orst and not acknow ledging the excellent innovative w ork  farm ers are do ing  to 
counter clim ate change and saving the reef... Only 25%  o f  Q ueensland’s country contribute to  the 
R ee f and in that there  has been little to  no m ention o f  the dam age caused by residential property 
developm ent and/or m ining. O nly agriculture!

Y onr proposed vegetation m anagem ent law s will canse severe financial hardship.

W e have relatives in W estern Q ueensland w ho have endured the w orst drought in decades and 1 
know  that they have held on, held on to  the  thought o f  better tim es ahead. They have borrow ed from 
banks in  o rder to  stay on their land and honour their ancestors. N ow  w ith a stroke o f  a  pen from  an 
uncaring, unfair political party w ith w hat seem s to  be a personal vendetta against the agricultural 
industry, the ir land will b e  devalued instantly. The d e b tto  land value ratio will be im balanced and 
therefore their agribusinesses will be deem ed unviable. Banks will be forced to  call in the  loans and 
foreclosure  fo r  m any farm ers is inevitable.

Regards,

Scott & .TacqDeline Laidler
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