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Dear Committee,

Submission to Vegetation Management and Other Legislation Amendment
Bill 2018 (‘VMOILA Bill’) inquiry

I live in the Northern Rivers of New South Wales and am very concerned about
indiscriminate degradation of the environment here in Australia and worldwide. Broad-
scale tree clearing must cease and developer donations should be banned to wipe out
corruption.

A step in the right direction to reduce excessive land clearing, I support the following
points of the VMOLA Bill -

1. Removal of the ability to obtain permits for high value agriculture and
high value irrigated agriculture. The Statewide Landcover and Trees Study
found that 10% of mature bushland clearing from 2013-2016 happened under these
permit types, with generally insufficient verification that the land was high value
agricultural land, was needed for agriculture, and was actually utilised for the
agricultural activity applied for; (see clause 16)

2. Reintroduction of the requirement to obtain Riverine Protection
Permits to better regulate damaging clearing in watercourses (see clauses 51
and 52);

3. Phasing out existing Area Management Plans which have allowed significant
clearing under lower regulation across Queensland; (see clause 14)

4. Extended protections of regrowth vegetation near watercourses across
Great Barrier Reef catchments, to reduce damaging runoff, including
Eastern Cape York, Fitzroy and Burnett-Mary catchments which were not protected
under the VM Act currently. (see clauses 133 and 38)

In essence the following amendments are good; however it is essential that they are
strengthened by the proposed amendments to truly reduce excessive clearing of wildlife
habitat, impacts to the Great Barrier Reef and climate change emissions:

1. Improved protected of ‘high value regrowth vegetation’, being vegetation
that has grown back well after being cleared. The Bill creates a broader definition,
including vegetation that hasn’t been cleared for 15 years and re-extending
regulation to freehold, indigenous land and occupational licences (see clause 38).
This is supported.
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