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MM
M ulga g ro w s  in O u tb ac k  A ustralia. It is  a  s p e c ie s  o f th e  n a tiv e  a c a c ia  tre e . It is  a  g re e d y  tre e  
th a t  re ta in s  w a te r  a t  its b a s e .  R ain  w a te r  ru n s  dow n  th e  le a v e s , th ro u g h  th e  t r e e  a n d  fo rm s  a 
fo am y  pool a t  its b a s e .
“P u sh in g  o f m u ig a ’ is  th e  pn;K :ess o f b ringing th e  le a v e s  dow n to  a  h e ig h t w h e re  s to c k  c a n  
re a c h . T h e  resu lting  b en d in g  o r b reak in g  of m u lg a  tru n k s  d o e s  no t m ortally  w o u n d  th e  tre e .
O n  th e  con tra ry , it s tim u la te s  n ew  grow th  along  b ro k e n  tru n k s  a n d  b ra n c h e s  w hich  o c c u rs  
w ithin a  few  d a y s . If left to  itse lf m u lg a  g ro w s in th ick  tall c lu m p s. It is  difficult for s to c k  to  m ove 
th rough  a n d  d is c o u ra g e s  g r a s s  o r  g ro u ndcover.
T h e re  w a s  a  ruling in 2 0 1 5  thal s to p p e d  "stick-raking" w hich  is c lea rin g  th e  g ro u n d  a ro u n d  
m u lg a  o f b ro k en  b ra n c h e s  a f te r  p u sh in g . E x p e rie n ce d  g ra z ie rs  le av e  su c h  m a te ria l o n  th e  
g ro u n d  w h e re  it h a s  fallen  in o rd e r  to  limit w ind a n d  w a te r  e ro s io n  a n d  to  p ro te c t th e  fallen  
s e e d s  of th e  tre e . T h is  is p a rt o f th e if  fo d d e r  m a n a g e m e n t.
P a d d o c k s  v/!th m u lga  a s  well a s  p a s tu re  a re  c o n s id e re d  d e s ira b le  b e c a u s e  w h e n  p a s tu re  is 
g o n e  th e  m u lga  re m a in s  a n d  w hen  m a n a g e d  m u lga  r e g e n e ra te s  a n d  th riv e s  o n  ju s t  a  lim ited 
a m o u n t o f m o is tu re . A s  s u c h  m ir ig a  i s  a  r e n e w a b le  r e s o u r c e .  It re m a in s  a  re n e w a b le  
r e s o u rc e  o n ly  w h ile  It is  m a n a g e d  a n d  n o t  le ft t o  g r o w  u n r e s t r a in e d  red u c in g  p a s tu re  an d  
a c c e s s ib le  fo d d e r  a n d  in tu rn  th e  productivity  of th e  land.
I a m  writing on  b e h a lf  of g ra z ie ie  in C harleville. H e re  a re  p ro p e r tie s  with fourth g e n e ra tio n  
g ra z ie rs . T h e ir  in ten tion  is  to  took  a f te r  the ir land  a n d  k e e p  it p roductive . T h e  in ten tion  is  a ls o  
to  k e e p  s to c k  b io o d lin es  go ing  a n d  re s is t  th e  a lte rn a tiv e  of d e -s to c k in g  a n d  s ta rtin g  a fre sh  
with y e a rs  o f d e iay  in production .
T h is  a r e a  is  e x p e rie n c in g  a  6 -y e a r  d rough t. W in ter rain  arrived  in 2 0 1 6  with n o  foiiow -up rain 
to  d a te . F o r  th o s e  h o ld in g s th a t a r e  strugg ling  to  m ain ta in  s to c k  m u lg a  is t h e ’only  feed  
sun /iv ing . M ulga is  k ee p in g  th e s e  a n im a ls  alive.
S h o u ld  th is  su p p ly  of food  no t b e  av a ila b le  to  b e  u s e d  d e-sto ck in g  e ith e r  by  s a l e  o r 
d e s tru c tio n  o f b e a s ts  w ould  re su lt in a  fu tu re  lim ited p roduction  o f A u stra lian -su p p lied  m e a t. 
A u stra lian s  w ould  th e n  b e  a t  th e  m e rc y  o f fo re ign  su p p lied  m e a t -  bo th  in q u a l i^  a n d  price. 
T h e re  is  a  n e e d  to  m ain ta in  s o m e  s to c k  in o rd e r  to  fill th e  an tic ip a te d  lo ss  o f su p p ly  by  th e  
A ustra lian  m a rk e t

in 2 0 1 5  th e * V S Q ’S r a t l C r i ' C I ^ r a n d e '  rliiihb a c c e p ia a  m e  pusnirig  or m u ig a  it no  stiCK- raKihg 
follow ed th is . If a  “p u sh ing" licen ce  w ith its p ro tra c ted  adm in istra tion  d e la y s  w e re  re
in troduced  m u lga  couid  no  lo n g e r b e  p u s h e d  w h en  d e s p e ra te ly  req u ired  resu lting  in:

1} a  ru sh  on  th e  s a ie  y a rd s  fo r b e a s t s  in a c c e p ta b ie  cond ition  to  b e  tra n sp o r te d , se n d in g  
p r ic e s  th ro u g h  th e  floor, or

2 ) d e s tru c tio n  o f b e a s t s  w h e re  fu n d s  do  n o t allow , th e  p rice  o f tra n sp o r t e x c e e d s  th e  
p rice  o f th e  a n im a ls  a t  s a le , o r w h e re  b e a s t  cond ition  is  too  p o o r for tra n sp o r t ^ ^

3 ) th e  rem o v a l of th is  y e a r 's  w e a n e r s  leav ing  a  shortfa il in m a tu re  b e a s t  fo r s ia u g h te r  in 
y e a r s  to  follow

H a rd  fe e d in g  is n o t a  possibility  fu n d s-w ise  a f te r  6  y e a r s  of d ro u g h t a n d  w h e re  th e re  m igh t be  
th e  possib ility  o f a g is tm e n t th e  c o s t  o f $1 p e r  b e a s t  p e r  d ay , a m o u n ts  to  th o u s a n d s  p e r  w eek . 
T h e re  is  no  su c h  a g is tm e n t o f fe e d  a lo n g  sto ck  ro u te s  in th e  M urw eh S h ire . D o n a te d  h a y  is 
no t a  su b s titu te  for m a n a g e d  fo d d e r  a s  it h a s  little su s ta in a n c e .
W hile c ity -b a se d  A u s tra lia n s  m ay  b e  fam iliar with th e  w ord  "M uiga", few  h a v e  a n  ap p re c ia tio n  
o f its p la ce  in na tiv e  b u sh la n d  :)r its ro le  a s  a n  a c c o m p a n im e n t to  n a tu ra l o r so w n  p as tu re . 
M ulga is  a  v a lu a b le  tool in th e  m ix fo r  rrrain tairing  h o ld in g s th a t  h a v e  b e e n  w o rk e d  th ro u g h  
floods an d  d ro u g h ts  by g e n e ra tio n s  w ho a c c u m u la te  a n d  p a s s  on  know lodge a n d  skills 
th ro u g h  a  lifetim e o f  w orking th e s e  p ro p ertie s . W hile m u lg a  c o n tin u e s  to  b e  “w orked" it 
p ro v id es a  re n e w a b le  s o u rc e  of fe e d  to  ca ttle  a n d  s h e e p .
T h e re fo re  m u lg a - p u s h in g  s h o u ld  b e  e x c lu d e d  f ro m  th e  b a n  o n  p r iv a te  la n d  c l e a r a n c e  a s  
it is  providing a  re n e w a b le  re so u rc e . T h is  re so u rc e  o f m a n a g e d  m u lga  is  a  m a jo r  b a c k s to p  for 
g ra z ie rs  w ish ing  to  m ain ta in  th e ir  lo n g -d ev e lo p ed  s to c k iin e s  a n d  th e ir  fam ily b u s in e s s e s  - 
A ustra lian  o w n ed  a n d  o p e ra te d  b u s in e s s e s  providing c o n s ta n c y  of su p p ly  o f A ustra lian  
product.
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M ulga country graziers struggle to understand new  land  
clearing laws

A B C  W este rn  Q ld  B y  N ic o lc  B o n d . A n c c u i B h o lc  

U p d a te d  y e s te rd a y  a t  1 3 :1 5  

F irs t  p o s te d  S a tu rd a y  a t  1! :53

V

G r a z ie r s  l ik e  S c o t t  S a m o o d  a r c  c o n c e r n e d  t he p r o p o s e d  c h a n u s s  lo  th e  le g is la t io n  w ill  d e s t ro y  t l ie i r  
l iv e l ih o o d .  (A B C News; N icole Bond)

G ra z ie r s  in  so u th -w e s t Q u e e n s la n d  a r e  s c ra m b lin g  to  u n d e r s ta n d  c h a n g e s  to  tre e  a n d  la n d  c le a r in g  
law s b e fo re  th e y  a r e  p a sse d  th ro u g h  P a r l ia m e n t.

T h e  vegeta tion  m an ag em en t bill, w h ich  se t ou t how  trees  w ere  c leared  o r p ro tected , w as in troduced  into 
Q ueensland  P arliam en t last w eekend  and  is open fo r  consu lta tion ,

T h e  L ab o r g o v ern m en t m ade streng then ing  the law s a  p latform  lead ing  up  the last election.

C harlev ille  g raz ie r S co tt S argood  w as so  concerned  abo u t the bill he  has run a petition  against th e  laws,
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attrac tin g  a lm o st 6 ,000  signatures.

"It’s very, very d ifR cult in the  m ulga coun try  to  be  restric ted  anym ore , to  co m p ly  and  be  v iab le," he  said.

in  the sou th -w est co rn e r o f  th e  s ta te , g raz ie rs u sed  th e  leaves from  m u lg a  trees  to  feed  th e ir  s tock  In tim es 
o f  drought.

U nder p rev ious and  cu rren t law s, g raz ie rs w ere ab le  to  ob tain  a  fo d d er harv estin g  p erm it to  bu lldoze  trees 
so cattle  could  reach  the leaves.

A cco rd in g  to  rural lobby  g roup  A gforce, under 

th e  new  fo d d er harvesting  co d e  g raz ie rs  could 
c le a r  50  m etre  s trip s  and w ere  requ ired  to  leave 
75 m etres  o f  trees standing .

T h e  code said  g raz ie rs cou ld  now  only  fodder 
h a rv es t in 500 hectare  parce ls and  m u st provide 
ev id en ce  to  th e  departm en t th e y  w ere  s tick ing  to  
the code.

M r Sargood said w h en  he  b o u g h t his 34 
thousand  hectare  p roperty  fo r $2.25 m in 2014, it 
w as p redom inan tly  open  coun try  w ith  box  trees.

"E ven tually  th e  m u lga  has c rep t th ro u g h  it w hich 
is an  advan tage  i f  you  a re  a llow ed  to  keep  it 
under contro l, b u t i f  y o u  a ren 't it becom es 
unproductive ," he said .

T h e  p roperty  had been d rou g h t stricken  fo r about 
fiv e  years and th e  S argoods used a com bination  
o f  fodder harvesting  and  th in n in g  p erm it to  feed 

th e ir  cattle .

What is the land clearing picture 
in Queensland?

SLA TS repo rts  are  p roduced  by  the Q ueensland  
G overnm en t and  re leased  each year. H ere 's  a 
b reakdow n o f  ann u a l land  c learan ce  ra tes betw een  
2012-16:

•  2012-13 : 2 6 1 ,000  hectares

•  2013-14 : 2 9 5 ,000  hectares

•  2014-15 : 2 9 8 ,000  hectares

•  2015-16 : 3 9 5 ,000  hectares

•  Total: 1.2 m illion  hectares

Source: Js Queensland ciearins land as fasf as 
Brazil:^
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C in ^ ier>  in so u th  w e s t  O u e u i s l a i :d  c a ll i r u lo a  liv in g ?  hav* b e c a u s e  o f  it*£ t o  f e e d  l iv e s to c k  th r o u g h
d ro u u h t .  (Supplied: Kevm  Bredhauer)

B ut now  he  w ill have  to  su b m it a  developm ent app lica tio n  to  th in  th e  m ulga.

M r S argood  is w orried  th a l w ill be expensive, requ ire  sp ec ia lis t help  and  lak e  to o  long.

"T he  d eve lopm en t app lica tion  is m ore than  $3 ,000  b u t w eV e been ask in g  around and co n su ltan ts  w ho 

help  w ith  th e  p ap erw o rk  a re  qu o tin g  around  $ 10 ,000 ,"  he  said.

M r S argood  ca lcu la ted  th a t w ith o u t a  th inn in g  perm it, he  w ould  have  ju s t  an 18 m onth supp ly  o f  food  fo r 
his cattle .

"A nd then  under th e  new  law s I can 't touch  that land for 10 years,"  h e  said.

Fears for drought affected towns

F urther sou th , P aroo  S h ire  C ouncil M ayor L indsay G odfrey  sa id  the n ew  law s had been  m et w ith a  lo t o f  
"hostility" by  d ro u g h t a ffec ted  to w n s in south w est Q ueensland .

'’E veryone is do ing  th e ir  b it to  p ro test th is law  . . .  w e a lready  have  a  w o rk ab le  plan in p lace," he said.

ft'

G r a z ie r s  p u s h  m u lp a  to  t e e d  h v e s to c k  d u r in g  d r o u g h t  c o n d i t io n s .  (A B C  News: A necta Bholc)

"P eople  are  in a  d ro u g h t, m o st peop le  a re  s trugg ling , peop le  don 't have  tim e  to  go  and  start read ing  up  on 
th e se  law s and  m ak ing  subm issions."

C r G o d frey  said m u lg a  w as know n as "liv ing hay" in the sou th  w est and  w ith o u t the cu rren t p ractices, 

peop le  w ould  n o t b e  ab le  to  rem ain  in the ir com m unities.
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"M ulga  is o n e  o f  the  re liab le  to o ls  th a t w e have  fo r a  lo t o f  the  a rea  to  get us th rough  d ro u g h ts , th e  m ore 
you push it dow n  th e  m ore  it g row s,"

W ith the d ro u g h t ro llin g  in to  its fifth y ea r in th e  reg ion , C r G o d frey  said  co m m u n itie s  had  been deserted  
and the new  law s w ere  go ing  to  destroy  w h a t w as left.

"W e're try in g  to  g ro w  ou r com m unities and w e're  a lready  losing  people ." he said.

A ccord ing  to  C r  G odfrey , research  go ing  back  a lm o st th ree  decades w as being  ignored  in  th e  p rocess o f  
im p lem en ting  th e  land c learing  legislation.

Managing the mulga

South W est N R M  is a  natural resources m an ag em en t co m p an y  based  in C harlev ille , it rece iv es  s ta te  and 
federal fund in g  to  im plem ent and  o v ersee  env ironm en ta l p ro jec ts  in the  area.

P ro jec t o ffice r C ra ig  A lison sa id  m u lg a  w as a  un ique tree.

"T here  is n o  o th e r so rt o f  vegeta tion  in Q ueensland  w h ich  is u tilised  as  a  fo d d er re so u rce  in d rou g h t 
cond itions," he  said.

B ut th a t w as n o t the on ly  reason  it stood out.

M r A liso n  said  m u lg a  w as a  w oody w eed  th a t had  been m anaged  by m an since befo re  co lon isa tion .

P ro je c t  o fT icer ( T a i a  .A lfson  s a v s  le f t  u n c h e c k e d ,  m u lg a  w ill  d a n ia e e  th e  e c ^>w ^tem . (ABC News: Nicole 

Bond)

'T rad itio n a l ow ners w ou ld  h av e  p rac ticed  m osaic  bu rn in g  w hich  w ould  have  p roduced  a  patch w ork  o f  
y o u n g  ju v e n ile  and  adu lt trees,"  he  said.

"Then a fte r co lon isa tion , g raziers u sed  sheep  and  g o a ts  now  th ey  are  using  m odern  techniques."
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M r A lison  sa id  i f  m ulga w as a llow ed  to  g row  unchecked  a  tree  desert w ou ld  form .

''A  m ono  cu ltu re  grow s, th ere 's  no  su n lig h t getting  in to  th e  g round, th ere 's  n o  perenn ia l pastu re  
c o m p o s itio n  th e re  is a  h igh  e rosion  poten tia l and the trees  eventually  ch o k e  th em se lv es."  he  said.

Under the microscope for four years

T h e N atural R esources M in iste r D r A n thony  Lynham  said  an  independen t rev iew  had been  conducted  by 
in frastructu re  and  env ironm en ta l se rv ices  com pany C ard n o . w hich  included  both  th e  fodder and th inn in g  
codes.

'T h e y  to o k  ex ten siv e  rev iew  o f  h o w  th e  self-assessab le  codes w ere  p rog ressin g  and  peo p le  like  A gforce  
and  Q ueensland  farm ers a ll co n trib u ted  to  that rev iew /' D r Lynham  said .

"It w as C ard n o 's  recen t rev iew  th a t w e had  to  do  som eth ing  to  tigh ten  up  the fo d d er codes ju s t  a  little  bit."

D r Lynham  sa id  he  understood  w h y  fodder w as so im portan t fo r peop le  in w este rn  Q ueensland .

"W e understand  th a t in tim es o f  d ro u g h t, fodder is essen tia l —  that's  w hy th e re  still is a  fodder harvesting  
code in th ere  bu t it has  been  m od ified  based  on th a t review ." he  said.

D r L ynham  said  P rem ier A n n astac ia  P alaszczuk  had  every  in ten tion  to  have  a  fu ll consu lta tio n  process 
and w as o rgan is in g  pub lic  hearings.

’T h e  P rem ier is keen  th a t th is  b ill has  a  full consulta tion  p rocess th ro u g h  th e  p arliam en ta ry  co m m itte e /' 
he  said .

0 u> jcn^land  p r e m ie r  A n n a s ta c ia  P a la s /c z i ik 's  n e w  tre e  c lL a riiv i L e i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  m o t w ith  c o n c jm  fro m  
a r a z iu r *̂ a n d  a g r ic u ltu ra l  b o d ie s  in  Q u e e n s la n d .  (ABC We.siern Queensland: A neeta Bhole)

"T he parliam entary  co m m ittee  w ill rep o rt back  to  us and  i f  th e  leg isla tion  has to  be  adjusted , w e ad just 
leg is la tio n /'
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G raziers have  sa id  tw o  w eeks w as no t enough tim e  for co n su lta tio n , b u t D r Lynham  d isagreed .

’T h is  has been g o in g  on' fo r four years —  it's a 
long, long  tim e  and I 'v e  been ta lk in g  at length 
w ith  peop le  o u t w est ab o u t these  law s," he  said.

"1 fu lly  understand . I have  a  lo t o f  sym pathy , I 
resp ec t peo p le  in th e  bush  because  m ost farm ers 
are  do ing  th e  rig h t th ing .

Public h ea rin g s w ill tak e  p lace  in B risbane next 

w eek  w ith  reg ional p u b lic  hearings to  be 
announced .

T o p ic s

r p  I  l a n c r a . i !  ( n j p d w i

r  u  VI u>n f>K* n t a  I I rv« l- i; i  R  u  ra  i

n.-ix c rm itc n t  a n d  P o l i l ic s  r h . i r l c v i l i c  r 'l i iu u im a l ia

Fact check: Docs Australia have 
one o f the ’highest loss o f species 
anywhere in the world'?

Correct

G re e n s  L e a d e r  S e n a to r  R ic h a r d  l)i N a ta le  sav s 
A M Stralia  h a s  o n e  o f  th e  "h ig h e s t  lo ss  o f  sp ec ie s  
a n \ “v th c rc  in  tlicM orU r*
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