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Committee Secretary

State Development, Natural Resources and Agricultural
Industry Development Committee

Parliament House

George Street

Brisbane 4000

Our ref: (Gen)

By email: sdnraidc@parliament.qld.gov.au

Dear Committee Secretary

Fisheries (Sustainable Fisheries Strategy) Amendment Bill 2018

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Fisheries (Sustainable Fisheries
Strategy) Amendment Bill 2018 (the Bill).

The Queensland Law Society (QLS) is the peak professional body for the State’s legal
practitioners. We represent and promote over 13,000 legal professionals, increase community
understanding of the law, help protect the rights of individuals and advise the community
about the many benefits solicitors can provide. The QLS also assists the public by advising
government on improvements to laws affecting Queenslanders and working to improve their
access to the law.

Due to the short consultation period, we have restricted our review of the Bill and comments to
the powers of inspectors and investigation contained in Part 2, Division 2 of the Bill. By
omitting to comment on the full scope of provisions in the bill, QLS does not express its
endorsement of these provisions.

Recent history of legislation containing increased powers of inspectors and
investigation

QLS has previously made submissions about the powers of entry, compulsion and seizure of
information which have been placed in bills introduced by the Government, contending that
these provisions breach fundamental legislative principles and the Legislative Standards Act
1992 (Qld) (LSA). For example, section 4(3) of that act provides that legislation should
generally confer power to enter premises, and search for or seize documents or other
property, only with a warrant issued by a judge or other judicial officer.
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Recommendation

We submit that the Committee recommend that the above proposed sections be redrafted to
confirm that entry to a place, including boat or vehicle, occur only when a warrant or consent
has been obtained, or appropriate notice has been given.

We submit that the provisions relating to obtaining a person’s criminal history be reconsidered.

We urge drafters of these types of provisions in future legislation to accord with the LSA and
fundamental legislative principles.

If you have any queries regarding the contents of this letter, please do not hesitate to contact
our Principal Policy Solicitor, Wendy Devine by phone on [} Il or by email to

_or Senior Policy Solicitor, Kate Brodnik on [ ' by emai

Ken Taylor
President
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