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8 January 2025 

Committee Secretary 
State Development, Infrastruct ure and Works Com mittee 
Parl iament House 
George Street 
Brisbane Qld 4000 

Dear Com mittee, 

Inquiry into the Revenue Legislation Amendment Bill 2024 

Women's 
Legal Service Old 

Women's Legal Service Queensland (WLSQ) is a com munity lega l centre prov iding state-wide 
specialist, f ree lega l informat ion, advice, representation and integrated support s to women. We 
provide lega l assist ance with m atters involving domestic and fam ily violence, sexual violence, fam ily 
law, child protection, and financial abuse. Our work is informed by feminist va lues, and we advocate 
for law reform and changes t o the j ust ice system t o improve access to justice, safety and equality 
for women and chi ldren. 

WLSQ is supportive of any m easures designed to assist women, especially wom en w ho have 
experienced domestic vio lence. In our subm ission, the proposed reform of sections 753 and 754 of 
the Dut ies Act provides an opport unity t o offer g reater protect ion to women who have experienced 
v iolence. 

Domestic and family v iolence (DFV) is the lead ing cause of homelessness for women, with 45% of 
all women and g irls seeking homelessness assistance identifying family and dom est ic violence as a 
cause1. With in the current context of the leg islation, there is no express consideration of a person 
f leeing a domestica lly v iolent situat ion, or a requirement for t his to inform the consideration of the 
Com missioner in any reassessment p rocess. 

The current st ructure of t he 72-m onth occupancy ru le m akes it m ore likely that women who are 
non-compliant with the occupancy rule as a consequence of leaving a domestica lly violent 
relat ionsh ip w ill also fail to come under the jurisdict ion for an exem pt ion from a duty in the federal 
j u risd iction2. 

Given t h is context , it wou ld be appropriate t o insert an express p rovision in the Bill t o requ ire 
consideration of those f leeing DFV in t he reassessment process, or alternatively consider an 
expansion of t he defin it ion of "intervening event" t o include ci rcum st ances where a person is 
escaping dom estic and fam ily violence, either expressly in the provision or t h rough prescript ion 
under a regu lat ion. 

Thank you for th is opportun ity t o provide feedback, 
Yours sincerely, 

Nadia Bromley 
CEO 
Women's Legal Service Queensland 

1 Australian Inst itute of Healt h and Welfare. Specialist Homelessness Services Annual Report, 2022-23, Table: Clients 21 
2 Given the general requirement for a relationship to exist for a m inim um of 2years forthe court to m ake an order under Part VII I of the 
Family Law Act 7975 (Cth) 
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