
Paul Holownia

565

Submitter Comments:

The Victoria Park Master Plan was developed after almost four years of community consultation so 
the surprise announcement of Olympic venues in Victoria Park is a shocking betrayal of community 
trust. As Brisbane's largest inner-city park, Victoria Park provides vital green space in a city already 
lacking in such areas. A stadium would significantly reduce this public amenity. The Bill removes 
public safeguards by effectively exempting Olympic venues and villages from laws that apply to 
ordinary Queenslanders. This includes the Planning Act, Heritage Act, and Environmental Protection 
Act. Access to the Courts is a basic right of all Queenslanders. The Bill proposes to remove this right 
with sweeping provisions in relation to Olympics venues and villages. The Bill introduces a fast-
tracked cultural heritage scheme that limits consultation and allows default plans without the 
agreement of Traditional Owners. These exemptions from planning laws and court review bypass 
scrutiny and reduce transparency when privatising very valuable public assets.
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