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Inquiry Into Planning (Social Impact and Community Benefit) and other Legislation Amendment 

Bill 2025. 

Submission to The State Development, Infrastructure and Works Committee. 

Dear Committee Members 

As a property owner and food producer with 2 rural properties in the Rockhampton Regional Council 

area, one in the State Electorate of Rockhampton, one in the State Electorate of Mirani, both in the 

Federal Electorate of Flynn, I appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this proposed overdue 

legislation to protect people like ourselves from the negative impacts of Renewable Energy projects.  

Whilst my husband and I have generations of farmers on both sides, unfortunately we were not 

‘handed down’ a property and have had to work damn hard in other industries, saved and gone 

without our entire working lives to be able to realise our dream of being primary producers in our 

50’s and 60’s. Our 2 rural blocks are modest in comparison to some Central Queensland holdings, 

but they are primary producer viable and we have often topped and made the Highlight Report at 

CQLX Gracemere Cattle Sales. 

With both our properties already under threat from nearby Wind and BESS projects and the 

potential for further unknown Wind, Solar and BESS in our vicinity, we feel uninformed and 

unprotected by legislation. 

On the Advance Rockhampton website (arm of Rockhampton Regional Council) I found them proudly 

boasting the below projects and there are many more unknown in the pipeline. Excerpt from their 

website and listed projects below. 

START EXCERPT 

The Rockhampton Region has quickly gained recognition as an investment ground for renewable 

energy projects, as a result of existing electrical infrastructure, and our skilled local workforce. 

A number of private and public renewable energy systems are already under development or 

construction in the Rockhampton Region, with $4.6bn worth of projects in the pipeline and ongoing 

operations to continue until at least 2058. 

The Queensland Government's Energy and Jobs Plan has identified the Capricorn region as a 

potential Renewable Energy Zone (REZ) capable of generating up to 1,800 megawatts of power and 

contributing energy to heavy industry in Rockhampton and the broader Central Queensland region. 

The REZ Roadmap will also see consideration given to the decarbonisation of existing industries 

including agriculture, construction, manufacturing and minerals processing. 

Depending on the type of project it must follow an approvals procedures at the local, state and 

federal levels to ensure the preservation of significant environments and to meet community and 

legislative standards. You can find a broad overview of the approvals process here. 

 

 



Rockhampton Renewable Energy Projects 

The Rockhampton Region is home to an ever-growing number of renewable energy projects, 

predominantly wind and solar. Rockhampton also serves as a logistical and support base for projects 

located in the broader Central Queensland region.   

Boomer Green Energy Hub 
Boulder Creek Wind Farm 
Bouldercombe Battery Project 
Capricorn BESS Project 
The Central BESS 
Moah Creek Wind Farm 
Moah Creek Solar Farm 
Moonlight Range Wind Farm 
Mount Hopeful Wind Farm 
Stanwell Battery Energy Storage System 
Stanwell Future Energy and Training Hub (FEITH) 
 
END EXCERPT 
 
Property 1 –  

We can view the Mt Hopeful TV Tower from our property.  We have 275 kv transmission lines 

through the middle of this 579 acre creek flat property which backs onto Six Mile Creek. Other than 

‘googling’ we have received no information, consultation and are unaware of timelines and possible 

impacts to our primary production business.  We do not have a roadside mail box on this property. 

We feel uninformed, unprotected and also at risk of unknown solar, wind or BESS projects that may 

pop up near us.  Ironically we have just received our recent unimproved Land Valuation for this block 

where it has increased a whopping 127%, which will more than double our council rates, though the 

proposed and unknown renewable projects in the district will actually decrease its market value. 

Property 2 –  

 

 

This 60 acre property is where we reside and is run in conjunction with the Bajool property.  We 

bring our calves home here for weaning and also any cull cows for fattening and sale. 

The J Pierce Road, Bouldercombe BESS project includes 28 acres of BESS (500plus shipping 

containers) only 1.3km from our boundary, 2.6km from Residential A in Gracemere and within 100 

metres of 2 rural homes.   

The North Bouldercombe Community were unaware of this project until the township of 

Bouldercombe who are currently opposing multiple BESS and Solar projects advised us that they 

were also proposed in North Bouldercombe. 

Some of us rang the company who wanted to know how we had found out about the project and 

scrambled to send Community Engagement staffer up here who met with some residents and could 

not answer any questions or concerns. 



Developers are trying to race these BESS projects through Regional Councils all over Qld as the 

majority have outdated Town Planning Acts which do not address this technology and they sail 

straight through in the absence of any criteria. In Rockhampton Regional Council the Material 

Change of Use Category is ‘Undefined’ and the community has no protection from the 

environmental or social harms. 

106W Requirements for social impact assessment reports. 

An Impact Assessment report will be able to address the 5 key matters listed in the SSRC Act 2017 

and the SIA Guideline 2018. 

• Community and Stakeholder Engagement 

• Workforce Management/ Local Business and Industry Procurement 

• Housing and Accommodation 

• Health and Community Wellbeing 

Community and Stakeholder Engagement 

Community Benefit Funds are a farce used widely by the renewable industry to literally con small 

communities into believing that their project will benefit them. 

The reality is these projects offer little in the way of lasting legacy, their support in terms of money 

invested that continually supports small communities is literally ‘spilling beer in the pub on a Friday 

night’. 

Many of these projects are multi billion dollar projects run and owned by foreign owned companies 

who will syphon all profits and, Australian taxpayer subsidies offshore and they have little interest in 

community benefit, for example a $2.5 billion solar project will only offer 20 permanent low paid 

full-time jobs when complete. 

There is no benefit for people who live next door to these projects, there is no compensation, no 

opportunity to object and certainly no obligation for companies to address their issues such as land 

devaluation, for example: The process has been deliberately designed this way to expediate the 

renewable energy projects and disempower those directly affected —would you like to live next 

door to a 5000ha solar factory or a 500mw battery or a 200 Wind Turbine 

Development? Absolutely nothing is being done to address these and many other issues. 

There are over 80 renewable and associated projects in the Flynn electorate that I am aware of, this 

will amount to tens of billions of dollars of investment and in turn generate tens of billions of dollars 

of profits for the investors over the life of the projects. In comparison the amount of money 

invested in long-term community investment is disproportionate and is as I have already said the 

equivalent of "spilling beer on Friday night". 

I will give an example of what I think should happen: 

At Wandoan in Central Queensland there is a proposal to build approximately 500 wind turbines by 

three companies to a cost of approximately $8 billion (their figures). I have no doubt the 

boardrooms of these companies will be wanting a 10% net return per year on this investment, so 

$800 million per year! Question how much in terms of percentage of profit will be invested in small 



communities per year? Maybe a couple of hundred thousand dollars at most, which in the big 

scheme of things is virtually nothing in comparison. 

I suggest that it be "legislated" that a minimum of 2% of profit before tax per year from 

renewable projects be allocated by these companies to build and repair communications towers 

and bridges (road infrastructure) in local communities so that these communities have a lasting 

legacy. 

It should be the responsibility of the companies to build this infrastructure not the government 

(via  a payment) so the money does not get burnt up in bureaucracy or directed elsewhere. 

If this idea was expanded to all the companies in the Central Queensland renewable energy zone, 

then many of the problems of bridges and communications of Central Queensland become the 

responsibility of these foreign owned companies and if done would leave a lasting legacy. 

The companies will argue this will affect their profitability, well don't forget that the Australian 

taxpayer will be asked (through the Capacity Investment Scheme) to underwrite and guarantee 

their profitability, regardless of whether they produce energy or not. 

Housing and Accommodation 

At the many REZ meetings and community discussions it has already been raised that another 

level of paperwork is not a solution to the divisive impacts that these projects are having on rural 

communities. While offering a Community Benefit Fund may help get new lights for a sports club, 

there's no benefit to the family who has spent 7 years opposing the transmission lines now 

running through their family farm that will impact their futures for the next 20 - 50 years 

depending on project life. 

This is also true of the social impact reports. While identifying that there is a critical need for 

housing and accommodation, and guidelines that suggest using "local" workforce — this can be 

applied to workers living 150km away. These rural communities have already experienced boom 

and bust cycles and transient workforces leaving lasting damage. Permanent housing 

opportunities need to be unlocked for families to move to the regions for their own benefit. 

Community and stakeholder engagement has long been hampered by non-disclosure agreements 

that prevent neighbours from understanding what is coming for them. This is divisive by nature 

and, even if a miracle happened and the project was squashed, there's no way of rectifying the 

damage already done. Distrust and mistruths have already had their impact and the only option 

for some is to leave the regions, walking away from many decades of family farms and community 

involvement. 

Health and Community Well-being 

It is important to have a requirement that addresses the social impacts raised. The mental health 

and anguish experienced by people with the potential of watching their livelihoods destroyed by a 

foreign investor with zero care for the surrounding neighbourhood and environment — it cannot 

be measured. How do you fix that? Is there a level of suicide that the government is willing to 

accept pas fallout? We already know that the farming community suffers in silence, often until it's 

too late. 



How many more need to share their stories of lost family members who simply couldn't fight the  

dollars and "community benefits" and "economic development" that they are blamed for standing 

in the road of? 

I note that the NSW government has started advertising for mental health workers in the REZ 

areas. Are we going to follow them down that path? Instead of addressing the cause, will we 

continue to throw band aids at these landowners? 

Community well-being cannot just have another "training program for upskilling". How is this a 

benefit to a landowner with microfibre plastics in their waterways or after their beef is rejected at 

the local meatworks due to this known contamination from wind turbine blades? The companies 

bringing in these materials know that they need a supplier to resurface these blades on an annual 

basis — it's not fiction, despite many in the community wanting to bury their heads in the sand. 

These are facts that the proponents have stated. Actual facts, as opposed to their works of fiction 

that are generally attached to their Development Applications. 

Examples have been sent to the previous Queensland government on many occasions as part of 

submissions that were ignored or discounted due to the number of supposed benefits from 

Chinese made solar panels. 

Workforce Management 

Regional communities should be thriving by providing alternatives to congested city living. In fact, 

many rural families have worked hard to be able to purchase land and deliberately relocate their 

families out here. And now they find that their communities are at the mercy of foreign investors  

with no care for what makes our regions special. 

At the same time, our hospitals and schools are crying out for support and basic maintenance. We  

lack staff and cannot attract them without the added need for housing. Our telecommunications 

and roads are suffering and have been stretched to their limits. The added impact of transient 

workforces, and thousands of trucks carrying 280m long wind blades, with their 5 police escorts, 

will only further destroy the infrastructure that we rely on. The constant spruiking of "Jobs" to be 

created needs to be addressed as another fictional area of creative writing — with most projects  

admitting that there may be 5 -10 jobs after the construction or destruction has been completed. 

Further investigations show that these jobs are advertised as based in Melbourne, Sydney or 

Brisbane and are mostly remote work, far from the local shops and hairdressers that could benefit 

from these new "jobs". 

We have provided the Queensland state government with examples of suitable local industries 

that have positioned themselves, ready to benefit from the REZ developments — only to watch as 

Victorian companies (BOOM Logistics) throw money to sponsor Powerlink events and take over as 

"local" suppliers. How on earth is this allowed? The 350 actual local workers and families that 

support and live in the actual local community are left wondering what on earth is happening to 

the promise of work, despite their bosses attending and completing all the hoops required to 

supply to government these days. 

Larger Issues at Play 

The responsibility of local government to access and approve/disapprove these projects is flawed  

and designed in a way to gain false social licence. Local government does not have the 



experience, the resources, the time or budget to access impacts of multi billion dollar projects. If 

they disapprove, then they risk being taken to the Land and Environmental Court costing their 

rate payers hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

Councillors are told (under the Local Government Act) they are not allowed to engage in 

operational matters of local government and are reluctant to engage with their rate payers who 

are affected for fear of reprisal under the Act. 

Councillors are then obliged to take direction from the bureaucrats in their planning department 

with little or no input defeating the reason for being a councillor in the first place. Once again it is 

deliberately designed that way to expediate these developments — the Local Government Act is 

flawed in this case and needs to change. 

The current Queensland government gave an undertaking to make changes to the codes 

governing these projects; what they have done amounts to nothing, and pollical grandstanding as 

all projects that have Development Applications in prior to 3rd February 2025 operate under the 

old code. Exonerating renewable energy companies from any changes to the codes for example: 

Reef legislation that applies to agriculture, mining, and resources does not apply to renewable 

projects  — appalling- one rule for them and another for us. 

Conclusion 

The REZ meetings and community gatherings, including the most recent led by Co-Existence 

Queensland, continue to box-tick for "Community Engagement". What resolutions from these 

meetings have made it to those in government who have the power to make changes? While 

keeping these groups busy thinking up ways to spend the Community Benefits Funds, why aren't 

we at least looking at the cumulative impact of so many projects in these regions? Why can't we 

take a sensible approach to our energy needs by using the resources that Queensland is blessed 

with? If they are good enough to mine and sell to other countries for their cheaper energy, why 

isn't it good enough for us to use? 

It doesn't take a rocket scientist to see what is happening and unfortunately, I see nothing in this 

Bill that will force the government to look at these projects under an appropriate scope to protect 

our rich agricultural areas from new industrial scaled developments. 

I urge the state government to find a way to reduce the number of rubber-stamped projects that 

have blatantly lied their way through approvals, and to consider the real impact on communities 

and families. 

As many have NOT commenced construction, surely this is an opportunity to review their 

proposals with fresh eyes and a view to supporting our food producers in their efforts to protect 

their land and environments. 

Yours sincerely 

Petrina Morgan 

 

 

 




