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Importance: High

Dear State Development, Infrastructure and Work Committee,
I am writing to you as a passionate lover of koalas and the extraordinary and unique
Australian environment.

I am writing to oppose the Planning (Social Impact and Community Benefit) and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill 2025 because I'm very concerned about the irreversible
impact that it will have on koala habitat.

While the bill introduces stricter social impact scrutiny for renewable energy, it reduces
oversight for state-sanctioned infrastructure.

This contradiction sends a clear message: environmental laws will be enforced selectively,
not uniformly, and undermines public confidence in planning integrity.

Of concern, the bill proposes that projects associated with the 2032 Brisbane Olympics be
exempted from core environmental and planning laws. It is a tragedy, it is an announced
SEQ koala extinction planning.

This retreat from environmental responsibility is at a time when we can least afford it. In
its current form, it would have profound and irreversible consequences on Queensland’s
environment, particularly in relation to the survival of one of our most iconic and
endangered species: the Koala. Koalas are the most loved Australian Icons in the world.
Koalas are a symbol of Australian wildlife, recognised worldwide. They are currently
listed as endangered under both the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Qld).

The amendments proposed in this bill run contrary to those responsibilities and will push
them further toward extinction.

While the State has mapped koala habitat and priority habitat, Olympic infrastructure and
other state projects are planned to significantly impact this.

The Statewide Landcover and Trees Study (SLATS) for 2021-22 SLATS reported that
323,676 ha of woody vegetation was affected by clearing activity, with 83% being cleared
in full.

A further relaxation of environmental standards will have a negative impact on koalas
from multiple perspectives:

- Loss of habitat and individual preferred trees will impact the established home ranges of
koalas and other wildlife

- Both the removal of habitat and construction will change or sever existing travel routes
and movement corridors for wildlife

- This will increase the distance that they must travel which will likely increase their
required nutrient intake in an already challenging environment and increase mortality from
car strikes, domestic dog attacks, disease and territorial challenges.

- Already fragile populations will become further isolated, further eroding genetic
diversity.



- This will increase the risk of local extinctions which will further impact the viability of
koalas across the state.

Koala populations in Queensland have experienced a catastrophic decline over the last two
decades due to habitat loss. Already many areas across South-East Queensland have had
habitat decimated to fragmented patches which are increasingly at risk of no longer being
able to support viable populations.

This will be further exacerbated by the relaxation of planning and environmental
safeguards.

Fundamental conservation safeguards must not be bypassed for political expediency. It is
critical that this bill is not passed, and that the integrity of environmental laws are upheld,
including full environmental scrutiny for Olympic-related and state-prioritised projects.
Furthermore, additional safeguards must be implemented as part of the SEQ Koala
Conservation Strategy to:

- Significantly reduce the amount of full and partial clearance of koala habitat and priority
areas

- Significantly increase funding for restoration of koala habitat, wildlife corridors and
wildlife movement infrastructure.

The Queensland Government has both a legal responsibility for our koalas and a moral
responsibility to safeguard them for future generations.

It is not within the public interest to approve a bill that enables short-term gain at the cost
of permanent environmental degradation and species loss.

Allowing this bill to pass would signal the Queensland Government’s unwillingness to
protect our most vulnerable and to exchange infrastructure for this iconic species.

The maps enclosed show the hourglass-shaped patch that will be developed. As it is
surrounded by koala habitat, koalas move through this area and use the remnant trees.
(arrows are indicative only; koalas move in any direction through this area)

The precint development will occur in the orange area which is currently MAPPED AS
"KOALA RESTORATION AREA" . The Green area surrounding it is "CORE KOALA
HABITAT" and the whole area (shaded with a blue line) is a 2KOALA PRIORITY
AREA". These are "large, connected areas that have the highest potential for supporting
the long-term survival of koalas!. and will provide a focus for koala conservation efforts".
the Redlands Coast Koala Watch mapping shows koala activity throught the area that is
going to be developed.

One of the concept plans shows that a water facility will encompass the north-west
section of the development, with no information found on the impact on koala movement.
How could koalas be safe?

One concept plan includes " Enhanced koala habitat tree area" wich is surronded by a
carpark, bus set down/carpark, public swimming laggon and pedestrian walkway. There
are a lot of trees in the plans so how you suppose a koala would be prevented from moving
through the canopy and falling into or accessing one of the bodies of water.?

We all know that habitat loss and fragmentation are the first threats for the survival in the
wild of koalas. They need habitat and safe corridors.

Once these habitats are lost, they cannot be replaced. Once koalas are extinct in the wild,
no Olympic medal, no piece of infrastructure, no political achievement will be able to
bring them back.

Their extinction would be a national and international disgrace and an irrevocable loss for
future generations.

Short-term economic and political interests must not be prioritised over long-term
ecological stewardship and biodiversity conservation.

You will have Olympics but no wild koalas left and we from overseas will not visit
Queensland for the Olympics if this bill passes.

I urge the Queensland Parliament to act in the interest of future generations, biodiversity,

moral decency and the very identity of your state. Protect your Iconic koalas—do not pass
this bill.



Thank you for considering my submission.
The world is watching.

Yours sincerely.

Paola Torti

STATE DEVELOPMENT, INFRASTRUCTURE
AND WORKS COMMITTEE
PLANNING (SOCIAL IMPACT AND

COMMUNITY BENEFIT) AND OTHER
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2025

“providing an expedited pathway
by removing the requirements

for compliance with relevant Acts

relating to development and use

ABOUT THE BILL

On 1 May 2025, the Hon Jarrod Bleijie MP, Deputy Premier, Minister for
State Development, Infrastructure and Planning and Minister for Industrial
Relations introduced the Planning (Social Impact and Community Benefit)
and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2025 into the Queensland
Parliament. The Bill was referred to the State Development, Infrastructure

and Works Committee for detailed consideration.




Sport Venue Review

Independent Review of Brisbane 2032 Olympic
and Paralympic Venue Infrastructure

€€ requirements relating to
koala habitats will be
followed as part of the Y
statutory planning process

Graham Quirk

18 March 2024 Michelle Morris
FINAL REPORT Ken Kanofski
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