
To the SI* ~lopinmt. lnfrmtructure and Industry 
Committee 
"'iia@D'di• •tcN QJd aov • • 

I 1m writing to provide a submission for the inquiry into the 
Wlkr Supply Sctvica Legislation Amendment Bill 2014, 
speciftcally rclllling to Oamc 44 of the Bill which will allow 
.utborited penons to 11\11all wa&cr mcten. 
As 1 manber ofQuecnslnf's plumbing andustry, I 1111 very 
conc:cmed lboul the wuscqucuccs ofthas proposed chlnge, 
both for the industry. the gcnea al public Ind the environment 
I have been 1 plumber for 21 years. and I bcllcw it Is essential 
for W1llCr mcccr instillations to be performed by 1n 

appt"oprillely qull ified and licensed pcraon. Incorrect 
inslallllions ea lcld to cron-cont.mninllion 1nd b1ekOow 
events which may Rriously him> the health Ind S1fcty of 
residents llld llso lfftct Wiier supply nctworb In lddltion, 
ICllcina Wiler metas or meters installed beclcwsds mlY lcld 
to custoolds bcin& charJcd incorrcctly for their Wiier usage. 
Plumbing work which has been performed by an unlaccnsed 
pmon can be a d.wlger to the commwtity. I h1Vc been 
required to rectify defective Wiler meter work perfounc:d by 
m unliccnlcd person. llUd ochcr defective plumbiQg work 
pea fonncd by m unlicensed handyman. 
One oftbe m1jor CIO"<ant reprding unlicensed people 
jmt8'!ing Wiier mcten is them ivdy ina dUI risk of 
conllminllion of Wiier supplies. If 1 person wrthour ldequlle 
lnlM;tg installs 1 Wiier meter, it cen letd to aou
ormtn!mtiou between potllblc llUd non-pollblc Wiier 
11:•1••Ha, or dirt or foe'Cign maten.ls entering tbe w '= supply. 
lwaaectly 'nst"led t.ckftow 11ewn1b 1 dnil1 ~ 1 rmy llJo 
.... ID b• lrflowevmll. wbeae the WMl:i ........ CID be 
ea "' ~willanp.dirty w 2 arevwpaill • 
eh L ... An ldiUdollll •ezllh met 11k1 Gil CUA It lhlt tbe 
paMi WpeJlilf lhe rneler'l*l be elD Gillt•HI l(Chey 
• 11'1441Jmtdl&lalclllllllilwbkllnmll111•1dew12 11 

dchris
Typewritten Text

dchris
Typewritten Text
Submission no. 03527 February 201411.1.15



meta insallalions. 
As a plumber. in order 10 gel my licence: I bad lO complete a 
tOw )CS plumbing apprenticeship wilh cxlef\S1vc 1echoical 
md pcKlical training compoucnlS This uaining has provided 
me "ith the requlJ'Cd skills md e.~nisc 10 ensure lhat I can 
M9CSS an risks lhal might be associated wilh my work. ID'ld 
abo cmure lhll my woit complies wilh rclcvont codes and 
AUS1nllian Slandards. Wilhout adcqua1e lrllining. lhcn:i is no 
way 111 unlicensed person can be aware oflhc s1andards they 
ha\~ to comply wilh, whicb endangers public hcallh and 
~ md lhe CD\iironmcnl 
Plumbers' licmces ere essential for lhc community, as ii 
provides an CIS}' " 'a)' of cbeddng lha1 a pmon meets all 
required training end quali6cation rcquiremcnlS lO pcrfonn 
plwnbing wortc safely. They nol only provide peace of mind 
for coosumers, but also ensure lhoa the licensee is ecoountablc 
for lheir 8Cl1om. Currently. ifa liccnsec bf'caks Quccnslend's 
plm:nbmg ln'S or performs defective work. lhcy may have lO 
pay for the work lO be rectified, receive official reprimands 
atd fines, or ha"~ lhcir licence suspended. An unlicensed 
pcitoo c:au111ol be discrplincd in lhis way which may lead 10 
more repeal otTcndcts end defective work not being brought 
up lO standard. 
Addirion•Dy, I undcrsllnd it has been agreed lhal these 
cbmgcs will DOC allow unlicensed persons 10 lDSlllJ water sub
mctas, however Ibis is not reOectcd in lhe lcgisllbon. The 
exp1 ... ory ......, stlk that 'sob-meters for multi~ 
co+•4olnes will mnain plumbing work', however Ibis may 
lbo Cllclude sub-macrs for other types ofbwklings. It is 
.. 1 zotill dull dUs IJllller as cllr:ificd, as while I do not support 
_, •mliot nKd insfell#jM of water me•u'I. die p 1ter risks 

\ I " • I · - d wilb more complex sulHnams would be am 
awe "•s ous fbr lbe c::oan•••ity IDd cnviroamcDt. 
I • W1J ClCIMOiiaed 11..a if the 5 ~ laws se ~ F I ii, it will lad 
•me tne1 ofpla•hina WOik be•• de1c;r" s cl. which 
ndd be CM h'4flnic not only iJr public bclldl and llft:ty, but 
b1bo pl•1••M11 bide• a ·w•hllo. 
I • Cbe c 111 to cw• •ider tbe pa mible nmiftc:etkliil of 
Gil •r s •••••Melllll .. 1 ., fbrb · adllld 
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licensed people 10 pcrfonn plumbing work rcnu1.in iota.cl 
Yours sincerely 

~i.e-~~ 
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