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ToThe Review of Oroan & fissue Donation Procedures Select Commities,

Thank you for vour request for comment on the July 2008 lssues Paper exanuning
argan and tssuce donation processes.

As you arce aware, Kidney Health Australia is a national noet-for-profit orgpamzation
promoting kidney and urinary tract health through research, education. consumer
advocacy and health service excellence. Kidney Health Australia funds research to
reduce the burden of kidney and urinary tract disease. delivers awareness anc
education programs (o the community, lobbies government on behalf of those with
kidney disease and delivers health service programs to kidney patients. their families
and carers.

As outhimed o the Tssues Paper, a large majority of individuals registered on the
national organ transplant waiting list are awailing kidney donations. As a result, Kiudney
Health Australia is keenly interested in the exploration of strategies to increase the
organ donation rate m Australia,

The recent announcement that the Federal Governmens will dedicate $136.4 million to
boost organ donation natiovally 15 certainly viewed by Kiudney Health Australia as a
positve step toward addressing ssues related o organ and {issue donation. Kiudney
Health Australia supports the federal povernment proposal o norease the number of
dedicated organ donation staff, beds and wmfrastructure in hospitals, while increasing
national public awareness and education surrounding arean and ussue dopation,

Currently, Kidney llealth Australia does not formally endorse presumed consent or
‘opt-out” systems for organ donation. as it does recognize the wncredibly compiex
ethical, social, and medical ssues surrounding the adoption of such a svstem. Kidney
Health Australia does, however support discussions such as those being had by your
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comimiiee which witl explove these cducal social and moedical

issues. Kidney Health Ausiralia commends tie Select Commiitor
ter secking comment from a vanery of affected sourees
specifieally consumers whoe ultimately are prost deeply impacted
by such discussions,

Kidney Health Avsiralia will continue 1o encouraee the venerad

pubbc to remister their consent o denate oreans on the Ausnalian
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Orpan Donor Register amd to discuss these decsons with ther Sty and friends

As an argantzanon, Kidney Health Austraba looks forward to learny of the results of
vour quiry and welcomaes any futare mvititons fo discuss orean and Hssoae donation,
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QLD Health Services Manager
Kidney Health Australia
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Mob: 0421 804 7849
Beth.richardson@kidney.org.an
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