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T ra n spo rt and Other Leg is la tion  (Personalised 
T ranspo rt R eform ) Amendment Bill 2017

6th Aprih2017

Committee Secretary,
Public Works & Utilities Committee,
Parliament House,
George Street,
BRISBANE 4000

SUBMISSION STAGE 2 (Without Prejudice)
Dear Sir/Madam,

I am years of age and until Government set about destroying my life, was 
a self funded retiree, who was happy not to be a drain on the Government.

 Years of hard work and savings have gone into the Taxi Industry only to 
now see it destroyed with the stroke o f a pen by a Government that we 
trusted. I sold my home and rather than buy again I invested the proceeds as 
a form  of Superannuation, plus borrowed from  the Bonk and put the money 
into what was believed to be a safe and secure investment, because it was 
Government regulated and strongly controlled. However, due to the current 
situation I find myself way under secured and facing high interest rates. I 
am managing to JUST m eet the monthly payments due to the massive drop in 
income, together with the lack of significant reduction in Government costs, 
fo r example Registration and C.T.P.

I am at present living with my sister, who is facing the possible loss o f her 
home, due to the fac t that she signed, together with myself, as trustees o f the 
EMT Trust to allow 2 licences therein to be used as security. She had no idea 
of the time o f signing th a t she would be deemed as a guarantor, thus putting 
per personal assets in jeopardy. M y sister is 78 years o f age and was 
receiving a part pension, and to now find that she could be on the street with 
a suitcase and nowhere to go is having a massive toll on her health. She 
cries a lot as she sees no way out of this situation. For God sake why has 
Government crucified its Australian people fo r  the benefit and financial gain 
of a non taxpaying Multinational.

The Gross Monthly income covering 3 Ipswich Cabs and 3 Brisbane Cabs fo r  
the months o f September, October, November 2013, which was prior to the 
Illegal entry and ucontroHed operation of Uber, which commenced April 2014 
was including GST. The gross income fo r  the same months,
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namely, September, October, November 2016, (as you know Uber was 
Legalised on 5 /9 /16} was . This shows a Gross loss o f $55,786.53 
over a 3 months period, /is you know there is significant outlays when 
running a business not to mention Loan Payments etc. A major cost is 
Registration and CTP. it  is obvious that I am running a t a loss (as you will see 
from the figures I have attached) and I currently see no improvement in the 
foreseeable future.

Plus tfee l very guilty because o f the situation I have unwittingly placed my 
sister. If  I was 30 to 40 years o f age I could work and rebuild my life, but at 
my age I have no hope. I ask you to please have some compassion fo r the 
many people who are suffering a t the hands of a Government whom we the 
people elected and try to imagine how you would feel if you had lost your 
whole life savings, even though you may just be out of Uni.

Due to the fact that a Taxi Service Licence was mandatory to have the 
privilege of operating a Taxi I believe the only fa ir and just way to create a 
Level Playing Field is fo r  a Buy Back of ail Taxi Service Licences based on the 
"Northern Territory Buy Back 1998/99 Module. " The price o f a TSL averaged 
over the lost 5 sales prior to 1.4.14 and prior to Uber/Ride-share Illegally 
entering Queensland, was  Government originally sold by 
Tender these same Licences now sees f i t  to destroy the assets o f many 
Queenslanders in favour o f a Non Tax Paying Multinational. This is 
unethical and not good business sense in any language. Unless o f course 
there has been considerable monetary incentive a t high level.

There can never be a level playing fie ld  when:

PARTY l....The perpetual Taxi Service Licence owners paid the average figure 
o f fo r a Licence on the open market, prior to April 2014 to enable 
them to operate a Taxi Service. They abide by all Regulations Pay Tax and 
GST. Not to mention Government collected Stamp Duty on the transactions.

PARTY 2.....Uber/Taxi-Ride-share comes in through the back door fo r free, is 
welcomed with open arms and regulations changed to suit their then Illegal 
Operation. Government refused to enforce any laws. There is unlimited 
numbers of Taxi/Ride-share vehicles when there is limited work available. 
Then to add insult to injury a 98 year old Australian Industry, which 
generated approximately $15 to $20 Billion dollars a year to the Australian 
economy, and in which people put their trust and life savings, is given away 
fo r  FREE TO A NON TAXPAYING MULTINATIONAL.
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Under the odove tircumstances H is impossible to create a leuel playing field  
unless there is a TAXI SERVICE LICENCE BUY BACK BASED ON THE NORTHERN 
TERRITORY 1998/99 BUY BACK MODULE. There has been a hard copy o f a  
Petition hand delivered to the appropriate persons a t 1 William Street, and a 
further copy has been forwarded via email to all Politicians, ALP, LNP and  
INDEPENDENTS fo r their perusal and to familiarise themselves with same in 
view o f the E Petition which has recently been lodged.

This letter o f SUBMISSION has an attachment detailing figures to 
substantiate my above figures, together with 16 points which we would ask 
Government to implement while putting wheels in motion fo r the BUY BACK.

Thank you fo r  taking the time to read my submission and I  trust you will look 
favourably on same.

Yours faithfully, /



T ra n spo rt and o th e r  Leg is la tion  (P ersona lised  ooo
T ranspo rt R eform ) A m e nd m e n t Bill 2017  S ubm iss ion  No. 322

Please find here under a few points that I would appreciate your addressing:

1. Bailment Agreements must be retained, with the minimum work conditions and 
standards for all personalised transport drivers enshrined In legislation.

2 . Security camera requirements must be of a minimum standard, be consistent and 
uniform across all personalised transport providers, thus ensuring the safety of all drivers 
and passengers regardless of service. Plus meet Queensland Police requirements.

3. Commercial grade, antl-tamper proof GPS units must be fixed to all personalised 
transport vehicles and be remotely accessible to authorised parties.

4. All personalised transport vehicles to have emergency systems in place to 
ensure/support driver safety.

5. The Bill and Regulation must be fully consistent with all other relevant legislation 
including, but not limited to, disability discrimination and work health and safety.

6. All personalised transport vehicles be required to have dedicated number plates 
(similar to Taxi "T" Plate) Stickers are too easily removed. Plates only to be provided 
when evidence of appropriate CTP, Public Llabllitv and certificate of inspection are 
provided. Plus all drivers must have an ABN and be registered for GST before receiving 
their Driver Authorisation.

7. Immediately define and establish appropriate and equitable premiums for, the 
class/classes of Compulsory Third Party Insurance for all Personalised transport providers 
to address the continual uncertainty of adequate insurance cover in hire vehicles, and 
insufficient passenger cover. It should be mandatory that a hire passenger vehicle pay 
the same premium as a taxi regardless of the number of hours on the road. A taxi may 
not be on the road 24/7 but Is required to pay the highest premium.

8. All Personalised transport providers must hold Public Liability Insurance to prevent the 
State Government becoming the default insurer and to minimise potential risks to the 
community.

9. Due to the fact that a Taxi Service Licence was necessary to have the privilege of 
operating a Taxi, I believe the same restriction be enforced upon Taxl/Rideshare and a 
fee be charged accordingly, The average value of a TSL prior to Uber April 2014 was 
$532,083.00 so how about even halving that cost for Taxi/Rideshare
operators....$266,000.00 which i believe would be fair and just. This money could be used 
to help compensate Perpetual Taxi Service Licence Owners who have been made suffer at 
the hands of Government.
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10. Fully Integrate taxis into the GoCard Public transport network tn the short term ? q

>  ^11. Expressly prohibit the establishment and operation of Booked Hire Service pickup ^ P-
and drop off zones, on public and private land, which represents pseudo taxi ranks. 5  S

C L  ( / ) '

3
12. Establish and maintain a register of drivers that have been disaffiliated or removed 3 o
from platforms to prevent drivers from simply shifting to a new platform. 5

CO
13. Establish clear and enforceable requirements for Government access to all data ^  o

related to the delivery of personalised transport services in Queensland. 
ŵ
CD
Q .

14. Expressly Identify Police check requirements in the Bill for ail personalised transport 
drivers as part of Driver Authorisation approval.

15. Maintain the capacity of the Minister to enter into Service Contracts at their
discretion to ensure the Government has the capacity to respond quickly, and at the 5-
iowest • I
cost, to changing our unique circumstances without the need for regulatory or legislative 5
changes. ^

16. Should the above implementations be too complex may I suggest establishing an ^
independent Personalised Transport Commission with Legislative amendment, ^
policing/enforcement, regulatory and policy development capacity.



Agriculture and Environment C om m ittee  

Role of the Committee

The Agriculture and Environment Com mittee was established by the Queensland 
Legislative Assembly on 27 March 2015 as a po rtfo lio  com m ittee w ith  
responsibility fo r  the  fo llow ing portfolios:

M in ister fo r  Agriculture and Fisheries and M in ister fo r Rural Economic 
Development, and
M inister fo r  Environment and Heritage Protection and M inister fo r National 
Parks and the  Great Barrier Reef.

The departments w ith in  the com m ittee's areas o f responsibility are;

Departm ent o f Agriculture and Fisheries and Rural Economic Development 
Departm ent o f National Parks, Sport and Racing, and 
Departm ent o f Environment and Heritage Protection.

in relation to  its areas o f responsibility, the com m ittee's role is to ;

•  examine Bills to  consider the policy to  be enacted and th e  application of the 
fundam ental legislative principles set ou t in s.4 o f the  Legislative Standards 
Act 1992 (Qld)
consider the lawfulness o f subordinate legislation 
examine the budget estimates fo r  the portfo lios w ith in  its responsib ility 
assess the public accounts o f each portfo lio  unit in regard to th e  integrity, 
economy, efficiency a n d  effectiveness o f financia l management by 
examining governm ent financial documents; and considering the A ud ito r- 
General's annual a n d  o ther reports, and
consider portfo lio  public works. In ligh t o f m atters including, but not lim ited 
to : the su itab ility  o f the works fo r  the purpose; necessity fo r the works; value 
fo r money o f the works; revenue produced by, and recurrent costs of, the 
works, or estimates o f revenue and costs; present and prospective public 
value o f th e  works; procurement methods used fo r the works; and actuaf 
suitability o f the works in meeting the  needs in and achieving the  stated 
purpose o f the works.

The com m ittee is also required to  deal w ith  any issue referred to  it by the 
Legislative Assembly or under an Act, whether or not the issue is w ith in  the 
com m ittee’s areas o f responsib ility.

Email updates

To receive regular updates about the committee's activities send an email w ith 
'subscribe AEC updates' in the subject line to  aec@Darliament.ald.gov.au.
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Members of the Committee

M r Joe Kelly (Chair)

M em berfo r Greenslopes (ALP)

M r Pat W e ir MP (Deputy Chair) 

M em berfo r Condamine (LNP)

M rs Julieanne G ilbert MP
Member fo r Mackay (ALP)

M r Jim Madden MP
M em ber fo r Ipswich West (ALP)

M r Robbie Katter MP

Member fo r M ount isa (KAP)

M r Lachlan M illa r MP 
Member fo r  Gregory (LNP)
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Contacting the Committee

All correspondence regarding committee matters should be addressed to  the committee's 
research director at: Parliament House, Brisbane QLD 4000

Phone: 07 3553 5652 or Freecall: 1800 504 022

Fax: 07 3553 6699

Email: aec@parliament.ald.eov.au

Web: www.Darliament.QH-eov.au/aer
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Lie PROFIT MODULE

A  W O RKABLE PLAN TO REC O U P TAXI SERVICE LIC EN C E  BUY BAC K EXPENDITURE

W e are  proposing a corporation m odeled on Q ueensland Railways. Take ove r the taxi and the  personalised transport 
indus try  such as Ride -share and d rive r-less  taxi/ride-share. T h is  m odel w ou ld  a llow  fo r  the BUY BACK OF THE TAXI 
S E R V IC E  LICENCES at $530,000. The G overnm en t can lease the taxi licences fo r  $26,000 pe ryea r, Limos for 
$7 ,200 .00  per year and R ide-share fo r  $7 ,200 ,00 per year.

W hen  driver-less cars arrive there w ill no t be D rive r W ages, which would then enab le the  G overnm ent to charge $26,000 
to  $52 ,000  per ye a r licence fee. (N ote a d river-less could take $250,000 to  $350 ,000 p e r year) There is also the option 
to se ll 49%  of the corporation on the  S to c k -m a rk e t, the reby recouping the Buy B ack m onies paid fo r  the Taxi Service 
L icence Buy Back, plus secure an ongo ing  dividend.

T he  Q ueensland Railw ays has been used as an exam ple. The state w ould end up w ith a corporation worth billions of 
do lla rs. The Tax Payers w ou ld  be happy, by way o f G overnm ent being able to  reduce Taxes. Taxi S em ce  Licence 
ow ne rs  would be re leased from  the ongo ing destruction o f an Industry which they loved, and handed down to third 
generation . The m any se lf funded retirees, and those w ith disabilities, w ho borrow ed heavily to support them selves 
and not be a drain on Society. The se lf m anaged Superannuation Funds tha t are not producing. Many borrowed to 
in ves t in w hat they believed w as a safe and secure business, mainly, due to the fa c t tha t it w as G overnm ent contro lled 
via s tric t laws and regulations. And la s t bu t not least, the Mum s and Dads w ho are strugg ling to m eet the ir hom e loans 
repaym ents, pay off a Licence to  secure  a fu ture  retirem ent income plus raise and educa te  the ir children.

The adoption o f the above w ould  m ean a w in  w in  fo r all concerned w ith in  the Taxi Industry, p lus produce an ongoing 
incom e fo r G overnm ent, w ho are then at liberty to operate the entire P assenger T ransport industry from  within the 
D epartm ent o f T ransport & Main Roads. W ebsite exam ple  https://w ww.queenslandrail.com .au/aboutus/govem ance

C O RPO RATIO N G O VERNANCE: The  fo llow ing  has been copied from  h ttps://w w w oueensiandra il.com .au/abou tus 
/QQvemance

Q ueensland Rail is a statutory au thority  estab lished under the Q ueensland Rail T ransit A u thority  A ct 2013 (Qld) (QRTA 
A ct) and is a statutory body fo r the  pu rposes o f the Financial Accountab ility  A ct 2009 (O ld) and the Statutory Bodies 
F inancia l A rrangem ents A c t 1982 (Q ld) Q ueensland Rail d ischarges its s ta tu tory fun c tions  through its wholly-owned 
subsid ia ry Queensland Rail L im ited (Q R L). Q RL does not em ploy any personnel, but ow ns all non-em ployee related 
asse ts  and contracts. It perform s the ro le  o f rail transport opera tor under the Transport (Rail Safe ty) Act 2010 (Qld).
The  Board M em bers o f Q ueensland Rail are also appointed as D irectors of QRL.

The Board is accountable to  two respons ib le  M in isters fo r the successful opera tion o f Q ueensland Rail. M inister fo r 
T ransport and the Com m onw ealth  G am es, and the Treasurer. An O pertlonal P lan and S tra teg ic  Plan are prepared and 
subm itted  by the Board each yea r fo r responsib le  M inisters' approval in accordance w ith the QRTA Act. The 
O pera tiona l Plan is a fo rm al perfo rm ance  agreem ent between Q ueensland Rail and responsib le  M inisters detailing 
proposed undertakings and ta rge t pe rfo rm ance fo r  the  financia l year.

Q ueens land Rail is com m itted to  ensuring  tha t Its system s, procedures and practices re flect the h ighest standards o f 
co rpora te  governance. The Q ueensland Rail Board has adopted the  princip les and recom m endations set out in the 
C orpo ra te  G overnance G uidelines fo r  G overnm ent Owned Corporations. The gu ide lines provide a fram ework for 
Q ueens land Rail to develop, im p lem ent, review  and report on its corporate governance arrangem ents.

o D  9 /4 /1 7 ,4:33 pm
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