
Committee Secretary 

Public Works and Utilities Committee 

Parliament House 

George Street 

Brisbane Qld - 4000 

Dear Research Director  

I have already sent two letters dated 10th March & 17th March 2017 to our 
Honourable Qld Premier and to Transport Minister Mr. Mark Bailey. Now with 
humble submission, I would like to draw your kind attention towards the 
following facts:  

1) All the taxi licences were sold by the Qld Government in the past at 
tender prices which had ranged from $125,000 plus stamp duty for Maxi 
Taxi licence and $325,000 plus for people Mover and standard licences. I 
myself have bought people mover licence for $385,000 plus stamp duty.  

2)  Standard Taxi licences value were over $540,000 and now  have  been 
devalued to that level that there is no one in the market to invest their 
money to buy these taxi licences. Even the banks have started asking 
another asset to offer as security. For instance:- I borrowed huge loan to 
buy another business putting my taxi licence as security and now last 
month I have received many follow up calls from NAB saying that the 
bank is not interested in  taxi licence as security because of its 
devaluation and I have to offer another method of security which 
unfortunately I don’t have any other security to offer. 
This is too stressful upon my family. 

3) On dated 24th Jan 2017, Pauline Hanson has made a speech in Taxi 
Council Special General Meeting held at Convention Centre and she 
clearly supported taxi industry saying that it becomes ‘Duty of Care’ for 
the government to offer fair compensation to the owners for an act 
which has caused damage to the value of the taxi licence. Offer of 
$20,000 to every owner for loss of Income for the next five years and 
$9000 as hardship payment shared among the owner and operator is 
just like offering carrots. There must a fair compensation for the value 

Transport and Other Legislation (Personalised 
Transport Reform) Amendment Bill 2017 Submission No. 088



of the licence itself.( Full Video recording for her speech captured on my 
mobile camera is available for your reference if interested) 

4) Even in WA, Transport  Minister Rita Saffioti has promised to announce a 
legislation which would determine how much taxi plate owners could 
receive in a buy back scheme. Ms Saffioti said “ Legalisation of UBER…… 
This has been the worst- handled reform in the State’s history. It’s a 
mess and we are committed to fixing the mess. This is about giving taxi 
plate owners a fair go’. 

5) To the best of my law knowledge, any state government can acquire any 
asset if that asset is required for the growth of the State’s economy but 
in return, government must offer market value as compensation to the 
owner whose assets or its value has been decreased or damaged due to 
such action of the government.   

6) I have genuine belief that our taxi licence value has been devalued just 
because of UBER has been legalised and this all has happened because 
of current government’s decision to announce so.  

7) Many of Queenslanders who have withdrawn their superannuation 
funds and have also mortgaged their houses against taxi licences are 
getting out of pockets to afford to pay the mortgage as our taxi industry 
have lost many of our taxi drivers to UBER now.  

8) I also do not have any regular driver to drive my own B&W taxi 2626 
resulting that me being an overseas law graduate who has invested his 
hard earned money to buy this taxi licence as an investment business, is 
now bound to drive his own taxi daily Monday to Friday for nine-ten 
hours to make just $250 a shift so that fixed weekly overhead expense 
can be paid off. So by driving taxi five days in a week I am making $1250  
gross and out of that, my taxi weekly expenses  are as under 
 
a) $203 per week as radio fee to B&W Taxis as my affiliation fee,  
b)  $60 per week( $3000 per year with $1000 excess ) taxi full cover 

insurance to Taxi care insurance company, 
c)  $125 PW ( $ 6519 Per year) approximately  for Taxi CTP 

insurance/registration, 
d) Fuel cost is $250 for five shifts 

Transport and Other Legislation (Personalised 
Transport Reform) Amendment Bill 2017 Submission No. 088



e) Taxi wear and tear maintenance is $200 per week  (Calculated 
$10,000 per year) 
 
Just a total of taxi overhead expenses = $ 838 per week 
 
Therefore, Total gross Earning per week = $1250 - $ 838 = $412 per 
week is my taking and imagine if someone have to pay taxi licence 
and  home mortgage and so many hidden expenses then how it is 
going to be manageable? 
 

9)  In Brisbane, UBER was operating its offices in the market even when it 
was not legal. Also, saw again on the news that even in South Australia 
where UBER is still illegal but their illegal business is operational as they 
have already opened up their offices in the market for driver’s 
registration.  

 

REQUIRED CHANGES:  

1) There must a fair compensation for the value of the taxi license.  
Pauline Hanson in Qld have supported the taxi industry saying that  it 
becomes the ‘Duty of Care’ for the government to offer fair 
compensation to the owners for an act which has caused damage to 
the value of the taxi licence. Transport Minister Rita Saffioti in WA has 
promised a new legislation saying that this has been the worst- 
handled reform in the State’s history. It’s a mess and we are 
committed to fixing the mess. This is about giving taxi plate owners a 
fair go’. 

2) All UBER cars must have commercial grade security camera installed as 
this will ensure the safety of the travelling passengers as well safety of 
UBER driver as well. A rape case in NSW and an incident of UBER driving 
being smashed in his head in Fortitude Valley could have been avoided. 
A video posted to LiveLeak on 3rd April 2017, in US a woman passenger 
has falsely accused an UBER driver for raping her because the UBER 
driver disgruntled that female passenger to get out of his car. 
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Click on….. 

 
3) Driver criminal history check must be compulsory for all drivers for 

safety of passengers. According to recent report issued by Heather Kelly 
on 5th April 2017, in Massachusetts, more than 8000 UBER drivers have 
been banned from driving in the State under new sticker background 
check regulations. Please take note that more than 1500 drivers were 
rejected for violent crimes charges. Other reason for denial included 
various driving offences, felony convictions, sex, abuse and exploitation. 
The State also indentified 51 sex offenders. Please click the following 
link: 

 
4)  Area knowledge test compulsory, 
5) CTP/ Registration must be same as taxis are paying i.e $6200 per year.( 

$237 fee for UBER car is a joke. UBER cars are operational 24/7 and 
transporting passengers from door to door and hence they should be 
liable to pay the same amount of CTP what taxis are paying every year. If 
the passing of legislation on 5th Sep 2016 was easy to legalise UBER then 
it is easy again to pass such another legislation for CTP as expensive as 
taxis are for UBER as well.) 

6) Currently due to shortage of taxi drivers, there are many taxis sitting at 
taxi yards or at owner’s homes without drivers and owners are also 
unable to drive by themselves because of their other business 
commitments either they are multi licence owners OR due to their 
health issues. An exemption is requested for those taxi Owners from 
being affiliated with Taxi Company so that they are not suffering from 
stress from weekly overhead expenses mentioned in column three. 

7) There are some taxi licences sold by Qld Govt with seven seater 
stipulation attached to it which at that time was required by the growing 
consumer demand. But after UBER has been legalised, there is no 
demand for seven seater bookings because ten seater Maxi taxis are 
successfully fulfilling this demand. So please remove this stipulation and 
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allow all those owners to replace with standard cars rather than 7 seater 
which really are expensive to maintain and operate. 

8) Currently UBER drivers can move anywhere in Australia and start 
working in any city of the country without any restrictions. VERSUS all 
taxi licences are subject to area operation restrictions. Why we are 
subject to this kind of slavery clause?  
I am having plan to relocate to another city but I can’t sell or lease my 
taxi licence and therefore I am stuck here in Brisbane. 

9) At present there is limit on the number of taxi licences but no such 
restriction on UBER growing numbers and currently more than 10,000 
UBER cars are operating in Brisbane. Should be a limit on their over 
growing numbers. 

10) Currently all the taxis are subject to affiliation with taxi companies 
such as B&W OR Yellow who are charging the same amount of their 
Radio/base fee which they were charging earlier. There must be strict 
guidelines for these taxi companies as well to control their monopoly in 
regards to their fee and charges. 

11) UBER is taking 25% of the driver share as their commission 
without paying any GST or tax. It should never be overlooked. Any 
overseas internet based service provider should not be allowed to make 
joke of the law of the country and therefore UBER must pay tax and gst 
and the legislation must be passed accordingly. 

 
I am very hopeful to get help from you as your assistance  will 
prove to be life saver for this dying taxi industry. 
Warm Regards 
Sanjeev Kumar(Taxi Licence Owner) 

 
 

. 
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