
 
5 April 2017 
 
Public Works and Utilities Committee 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Since ride sharing has been operating illegally and now legally, my 
taxi business has suffered a huge loss. 
 
Hundreds of families have been adversely affected by the Labor 
government’s decision.   Like many other licensees, my taxi 
licences were my superannuation for retirement. 
 
After 28 years of hard work my two Taxis are almost worthless, 
down from $500K each to $150k and are now completely 
unsaleable, caused by the unconscionable conduct of the Labor 
government. 
 
The pitiful “compensation” of $20,000 is laughable; when I have 
lost $700k and spent 28 years driving seven days a week missing 
my family growing up all for nothing. After adhering to all the 
Government rules and regulations, it’s clear that hard work doesn’t 
pay off. 
 
 Our takings have fallen by 25% which is making it very difficult 
for us to get drivers and to keep our taxis on the road.  
 
As a result of Labors decision the income for the taxi drivers has 
dropped as well.  The Labor government is supposed to support 
the low income worker.  
 
Taxi drivers are now possibly one of the lowest paid workers in 
Queensland.  How hypocritical is the Labor government? 
 
Who wants to work a 16 hour shift for $12.63 per hour less tax 
and GST and insurance, and put up with drunks, abuse, and 
vomit? 
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The Labor government has really sunk the boot in to the hard 
working unappreciated Taxi drivers of Queensland. 
 
Our takings have fallen by 25% which is making it very difficult for 
us to get drivers and to keep our taxis on the road.  
 
Instead of ride sharing the Government should have released 
more licences and collected tens of millions of dollars in revenue 
and fees. This would be a much more commonsense solution for 
all. 
  
I urge the government to seriously consider the “List of 
Requirements” from the Taxi Council and use some commonsense 
and most importantly show some compassion to the men and 
women, who made the taxi industry in Queensland what was the 
best and safest Taxi service in the world. 
 
Shane Cooper 
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