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8 May 2006 

Mr Geoff Wilson MP 
Parliamentary Crime and Misconduct Committee 
Parliament House 
George Street 
BRISBANE OLD 4000 

Dear Mr Wilson 

Enquiries: 
Direct Phone: 

Direct Fax: 

Our Ref: 

Kelvin Tytherleigh 
(07) 5420 0162 

(07) 5420 0124 

151/2/4-1-P5 

Re: CRIME AND MISCONDUCT COMMISSION (CMC) REVIEW 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Parliamentary Crime and Misconduct 
Committee's three-year review of the Crime and Misconduct Act 2001 and operation 
of the CMC. The following comments have been compiled from various levels across 
Council and are offered for your consideration: 

Facing the Facts 
The 'Facing the Facts' publication provides an excellent overview of complaints 
reporting and management. However, in order to enhance the document, it is 
recommended that this publication be reviewed, as it appears that the new Chairman 
has given the CMC a change of operational focus and the current publication is out of 
step with this direction. 

Reporting requirements 
The reporting requirements of the legislation are in need of urgent review. Currently 
agencies are required to report based on a 'mere suspicion'. It is suggested that this 
threst1old for reporting is too low and it is recommended that the threshold for 
reporting be based on, at least, a 'reasonable suspicion'. In addition a more genuine 
attempt to discourage frivolous complaints must be made by the CMC. 

The CMC's authority to investigate 

Covers the scope of 
activities for: 

Currently the legislation is interpreted to have a requirement that the CMC's approval 
must be given before an agency can take any action or indeed investigations are 
undertaken on the matter. This includes minor matters and generally the CMC are too 
slow to respond. It is suggested that this leads to inappropriate delays in addressing 
issues; affects staff performance, morale and encourages suspicion and gossip. This 
requirement to wait for the CMC to determine and allow an agency to investigate is 
even more frustrating when by the CMC's own admission 78% of complaints are 
returned to the agency to handle. 
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P.O. Box 159, (Shire Administration Centre, 2 Hasking Street) CABOOL TURE QLD 4510 

email: ceo@caboolture.qld.gov .au 

Telephone: (07) 5420 0100 or 1300 139 130 within Shire (cost of local call) 

Facsimile: (07) 5420 0200 ABN 84 582 027 376 
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