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Mr Geoff Wilson MP 
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Dear Mr Wilson 

Queensland 
Governn1ent 

Department of 

Local Government, Planning, 
Sport and Recreation 

Three Year Review of the Crime and Misconduct Commission ('CMC') 

I refer to your letter dated 7 March 2006 to Mr Michael Kinnane, Director-General, 
Department of Local Government, Planning, Sport and Recreation seeking any comments 
the Department has in relation to the CMC's operations under the Crime and Misconduct Act 
2001 (the 'Act'). The Department appreciates this opportunity to provide feedback in 
relation to the CMC. 

During the previous twelve months in particular, this Department has referred a number of 
cases of suspected misconduct to the CMC pursuant to section 38(1) of the Act. I understand 
that the majority of these allegations involve suspected misconduct by local governments 
and local government councillors. It is this Department's view that, typically, these referrals 
ai'e dealt with by the CMC promptly. 

The Minister for Environment, Local Government, Planning and Women and the 
Department in general does play a pivotal role in assisting local governments to function in 
an effective and efficient manner. Importantly, the Department aims to develop and maintain 
relationships with local governments and to build capacity and trust with them. 

However, in line with the concept of the separation of powers, local governments are 
separate body corporates and the Minister and the Department do not play a regulatory role 
in the conduct of local governments. It is for this reason that the Department appreciates its 
ability to refer cases of suspected misconduct to an independent body, being the CMC, to 
investigate and deal with as deemed appropriate. 

However, there is concern regarding the number of complaints which are referred back to the 
Department for it to deal with as deemed appropriate. 
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