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submission overview

I i5 a misconcapuon 1o think that young people today
a1 gt polities . Of epurge they are. Bul they are a
goncrabon th has boen taughl e be questionmg, 1hey
gle inherently sceptital of governments and instifutions.
They dant 1ake wall 10 not being heard. And the tno-and-

fris ralore of political rmod slinging that is the most visible

rrarifestation of pady pabtics doss ot appeal to the.

Equally, the question 'do you sarg about polltles? 1
the wrong quaslon, (e auestion should be what da
vou care ahout?’. If vou ask this guestion and provide
the space for young peaple ta revest their thoophts,
wiru' |l rapidly disvover thal you g people care deeply
about 2l aspects of 1heir world, Itis not politicat
ideas or is5UeS that have wrned young people oIt it
15 the pol o) process Lhit bas lurned them off.

Witat is aften missed from the coverage of voung
Apstralian's alimnation fram the political system is
Lhat the polilical spstent hos largely swilched therm
off; rargly Epeaking with thom, imost nover includlng
them os valid $orhcipants in the poltical procoss,

Recalse young prome’s ways of parheipating in
pubhic life = U ways ey comrmunieate and the
issues they become aclive around - do not always
carrespont with raditiona| notiong of "poltical
Imvolvernerd ™ Lher communily engagemaent 1S

nok always 05 vigual in the mainatrcam as marg
recognisable means of being heard politically, The
resLlt is that the media and politcians have branded
young people dx apathelo and uninterested.

Bul this does nol mean they are not politically
¢ngaged. H anthing they are more engaged. They
have acltely entitied the taillures of traditional

Crdmmb bk brdmnn b EE R RRA L bk bR TR LR PP AR E IRR Rt R nn i - = damn IEEREEEFGIEEE TATERI I EER G RRERAY

orocesses of politicelly engagement Lhat young peopie
I vears gone ty ralled on or werg ralggaied w. In

[heir anxiety and frestration they have greated their )
owi msons of boing aclive, tohing advantoge of now - -
technalogies and age-old generational connectedness.

Gresler aoress ta
inforrrralion and
digital technalogles
such as blogging,
pEer-ts-paear
oetwirking, inatant
ressag g and

text messaging
have fused with tha
s goncrations
nost-modorm
scenticism and traditional expressicn outleis such
as sedf-published media, mesic, film, art, design
and Lhe writler word, spawning a rew and vibranlt
gnvlronment whners politleat and soclal tssyes

can baidemified, discussed and criticised in non
traditianal political and non-nolitical arenas.

kL Becouse_'young__pe@b{f
they ways thay commig

notions of “politicalinvoly
rment is not claays e
recocnisable

Organsations such as Viliewine Youth Sorvices, as

well as SYN-F | Express Media gnd Straight Out of
Efigha 1o Feslival already engage Young Australians

in politics and policy debates. But if & more than that.
Those otganisations try to pastion politics alengsdc
gnd withun other 1ssuss affecting young peoples lives

— culture. commuity. music. flm. literalure. design.
theatre and the ants - because we believe that politics
gnd cemacraey @re as central 1o the lves al youreg
people as these issues. This submission is as muoch o
samment on the probiems with engaging voung people (n
domporaoy a5 1% an cxploraton af ways they engage,

some thoughts on how young people engage with party poitics,

poilical issues and policiey in the democrgtic porocess

Cg
active crouid.~ donet ¢ a@ﬁ

A

-_'-l" II
T

e,

] b b

3
ol 1T

&




submission aims

This submiseion inténds 1o:

.I briclly analyse U cunent socio-political slimate
sy rrounding young people and the deocratic process,

diamanile some of the widcspresd misconseptions
aboist young penple and their political engagement.

identity some of the oasting ways voung people angage with
democracy and politics whether t be govornmental, orgamsgtional,
souial on personal;

igentify strengths and weaknesses of thoso axisting ways
of engaging young feople in democracy and golities,

Supgcst ways to build on the sréngihe and overgome the
weahknesses of these stratcgics: and

o O B W DN

Identity potentially now waye 10 frthar engage young people
with demacracy end pofitios, bazed an our work at Vibewire Youth Services.

imesponse to voices ond votes: o podiomenrdary committee inctiry inter young people's
engagement in demaocracy in queensiand




orior enagement:
an intraduction

Cresponr ony ie ursze e by (he preermiae that classnes
of poophs will, whore necessary, shanel up for Licm owr)
ternsts and hair e nphts, 2o that 1hey sheuld
howve the abilty to oo o withoud Tear of porsesutinn,

Ind nrduals are able W arganse mie froups e sohdanty,
anct they may lohby their clegtod ropeesentatives as thoy
ses il

Yourg, (ol g places i o very awloaard psition
WIthm g doemifor G o0 ss, Thoy 300 ant childron, 20
Elgew oo rt o Lhe proloehen afforded thale yoln gel
conrlerpants, mor are they sonsidored adults by oldor
g et o, TRy cla nnd have the escssc’ of mmata ity
su bl e freave fhes respomsalality ol sooretat, angd
drerefore poltical, enaogensenl like childeer do [see
Lerdbprook 1996 |, 00 Uy Ly Bd b The kndwlaenig e
arde cxpenence ol in adult on which 10 BasE intorrmed
political opinien. As & result, many refrain fram
participating in politics aitagather. This phenmmenaon

resulls in allegations that all young peopte are apathetic.

an Ihe s O olleged apaity, ies Bue T
fris fitowema o ool wag faeopie crd
el pages 12

The reality tor young people is more complicatod than
that, Youn g peeple have varying lovels of motur ity
knowled ge, skills, aticulation and influgnce. Sorne

are engaged dilectly with the party political sysken,
poltical ssues im passion sorme, lhers do ool coneern

themselues with such maners a% all, and stll athers are
dizengaged due 1o o peicsived lack of beve and or akill,
rathe:l than intentan on their part, In cther words, s nol
slmply young peopte wha must chango thelr approach 1o
peltes] ralvement. political systems must chana o
ercale new and betlor occess points tor young aitizens,

Thiz rhetonin araunn young people Aand political

e R Lo o cateporise dll young gz inta
e FnUg Y groups:

] young people who are party political;

2
3

oL people whed are pssaes-poalitcsl ared

young pecps who are disenpaged.

The first calegnry refates to thoses youn g neople wha ace
paplicilly irwolved i party pofitics, dMembers of youth
prgankatlons of divisions of existing political partes,
theca young peapie are not only polivca lly mindad,

but have an cxtonsie knowledge of party politics,
governmental procedurs and bureaudracy.

Disegaged young peopls, who make up the final
category, includes people who, for whalever reason,

are Nol Enpeeed In e potca] process. Thal imgy b
Becouse they ard cymcal of the syutem o denied access
bo the sysiom Because of fack of information, lack of
reacurees of discriminalion. Alsg in this cateeory arc
young people who do not prioritise politics (which may be
{lte resulk of cpnicism or lack of access).

(dis)
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350

T Butilis the calegury between the polar extremes of

total integration in the political protess and complete
disengagement that are somewhat invisitic
mainstream political discourse. They ane young people
who arc actve on cpecihe issues that mater 1o tham
sueh s cducolion,
the epvironmient
employrent, policy,

averoge rank coenemics, human

i llelete REAW: 1

417 d rights and sexual

BUsiness news

Pl 11 idenlity, or are skuply

news aboud celetitias

fieHan wriling

poihics

04 12 active in discussing the

issucs thoy cars about,
it L testing their ickess,

tho arts

a.67 g8 becaming infarmed,
3.75 Table I, tahen fram

ihe emargament

21%

33%

3.89 a report 00 young

enlaniainment

3T

36%

340 pegple and the medis

fomily ife

i

TR

4.04 producad by Vibewire

f|‘:f-_!_T'll.'f‘E-

0%

25%

Ys Yeulh Services (ast
: year, showy Lhoss

refkabornshios
edusofion

1%

11%

28%

g%

267

A issUEs e SaMple
4.81 of 733 young people

table 11 j3gucs of congorn ta young poeopl and correponding ralings

cansider impartant in
thelr lives, Indicated
proporignatcly with
one belog the lowest
and Tive the nighast, The data collected on these
young peaple ndicate they are more active and bettor
resourced Lidn most young pecple,

The report also tabulated data relatod 1o the aclnitics
thal its mespondents engaged in. Tahle 7 is a replication
of that information.

The data clearly indicates that the young people
responding 1o Vibewire's reseamch dre engaped wih

palitical issues, but not neceasarly pary poitics | his
difference s significani, &s evidenced when one
compares this datz o 1he résuits from the |EA Civics and
Citeenahip study, on which the federsl government partly
justifies its Discovering Demooracy progea T o the IRA
study Metlor asked 14 year olds apoul their involvernent
in ¢lubs and creamsations. receiving the msponses
shown b Table 3 [Mellar 2003, p32]. These resulls
spacifically exelude nan-formal activities [om youiig
people’s invalvoment in their oommunius,

The results in Tatle 3 ask only aboul (rpgaaisalions rather
than issues. [T asserts that 1 per cer anc 3 per cenl

of fernales and males reapactivaly were imvolved with
UN g1 UNESCO ciubs. Yet if the correspanding issues-
based catefory "global Issuss” in Vibewire's reporl is
considered then 43 per cent of respondonts gaove it

the highest possible rank, which Clearly contradicts the
former. aithough there are demographic ciffervnces
betwesn sample Broups, thas varance 15 fUi profound.
Such owersights are m park responsible for the beljaf
that young pecple are apathetic, as inureasingly, young
peopla arg engaging with their communitiés in ways that
Are often not recopnised by reagarchers and the medla.

This congept was explared by Blanchard, whose resesich
feuird that young peonle are active and cngagod
politically, but not threugh traditional means [Rlanchar
2002]). They steer away from polltical parties and

uninns in which they feel their eHorls andidcas will

b ignoned, prefernnmg instead 1o angage with issues
throufth sporadic social action, Wiking wih friends,

and most notably. through the media (especally now
media). Manning and Byan purswed thes §ne of thought.
nnding that young people are often sociaby and culurally
active in their communtics through perscnal and local
actions that are generally not considered by researchers
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in response to volces ancd votes: o nnrﬂnmenim}r caommitiee inquiry into young people's
engagemen! In democrocy in queensiond



[Wanmng and Ryan 2004, p50% The NSW Office of
Children and Young People [2004] found similar résults,
with 378 per centl of young people surveyed iivohed

I EELing up prejects with fMends, and 63,5 per cant
invelved in cultural activities.

YOUNg people, n our eXpEnence, arg connecting to

cach ¢thor on cornmen ground for the same or similar
rauses. They niganise themselves arrond issnes. They
put foreward ideas and opinions, enter a dialogue around
Lthm and offer commontary Jne onbigism,

With a better undevsianding of this second rategory,
and More Fesources 1o help support existing outlats for
such arganding, these young poople will Be mspirsd

bo mentinoe comin g up with keas, continue having
convergalions and continue enigaging with politive.
HopeiUly they may be able 10 even {relengare come of
thei peers in the process.

actyity

organisation

tentates () males (7)

a spots organisaticn o leam
an arl. muac cr dramo argansation

&d
&l

&7
2

o cnarily collecting maney for o social coute

33

37

astudent council [ school parkament

32

a oy uup conducthing volunlory oclivilies ol e caornily

24

Ay o il Soouts £ Guoicles

Pl

an arganisaticon sponsared by aeligious group
an enwirgnme rial craanisaticn

#
14

a grouvp which prepares a schosl nawipaser

|12

“

a sludent exchange or school partnership progrant

10

0 cornpuber clubs

a calhorol cisscebon wathe mendbership bosed nn ethnicily

o hurmon rights orgonisation

a youth orgonigoticn alfiliatod with o political porty or unicn

a nited Nolions or UNMESC O Cligty

Tabkle 37 AN EatﬁEﬂllEE for WOLAng pEIR'E engageme i

wlittern O lattar to the aditor o o newspaper or aiher puslication
coniributed 1o o discussion forum on o webisile

ul b e ¢ vty or pestibcal dermonsination

wiitten ot lether to n poblicion

engoged in yolunteer work in my community o overseds

frowcllod ovarscad
oltended o film and/or media lestival

tatthe 2 Actialies engaged s by woung people

(dis)
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some thoughts on how young poople ongage with party palitics,
polificalissues and polciey in 1he democrolic process
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DISILLUSIONED, DISENGAGED AND
DISENFRANCHISED: THE SOCIO-
POLITICAL REALITY FOR YOUNG

PEOPLE




I pringiple all people in a democrasy
have the oppartunety to o nes
public pohey - as lobbyists.,

cixm mentators, professinnals or
pafiticians = bl U s fa fom the
reglity of modem representatlve
emocraty. Few people have the
cppartunity 1o dividually attest social
rhange using the democratic political
process, Young peopbs least of all

John Hang and Halg Fatterson,

authars of Chatenge and promlse of e-0emocracy
paraphrase the e-democracy orilicism of Sontamporary
representative sovermment, stying:

"*Fhe Peopie”, the foundatio
ey ali fegitimacy, reaily matter

only at efaction Limes wikn gove g

plites pay them brigl, ifardent, attehtion,
Quring the compiEning soason

electarates are refedtiessly wooed,

fiattered and briked by competing partias
pesperats [0 alidinor retain pofitical peower.”
| Barer arngd Pattersan 2004, p203]

There i5 no dorying the truth of thiz statement, tut
fely, if ever. includes young

this shiorl {alling, ;
“gdemooratlc oefigi

attract certain kinkgs of young peoples n fact.qhﬁl:l"Sh'rg.t""
engapgement mecharism in and qitself will be able o

fili the demacralic delicits ters 0l through the pursdit

Or MUpIe Mesnanisms, YACs amongsl e Lbl young
poeopls: n 3l thar civersity can be more fully engagad.

For the rest of the voung people who don't currently

Aceeas existing participation tools, their percentions of
politics are vaslly different. Mary yoang peaple choase

IFEECTLLL LI RFRT TN

‘ ‘ Democracy s conversafion. Elecfions are important, but they are on
administrative function, the quality of conversations [oref the rve measue of o
democracy. We say that Australia Fas too few conversations played out
between too few participants. Young peonde are the least well represented in

these conversations. , ,

net Lo enpage vath palitics bacause they are Jizlllusioned
with the party palitical procass or wWith the perception that
thew Gpmions an pelicies matlers sre not raspectad, They
have angers, frustrations, fears, uncertmnbics, drudgory,
pmlntmenta and defcats When theﬂe are linked 10

Vibowirc.net Monifeske

o

ung people don't fiegl they can make a
iclans rarely, if ever, speak to young p

and inthe sen
ahout yaung pe

change and this situation leaves thir disenchanted. As
Iris Marion wung s&id in tncfosiordard Dol oora Cy.

1o be sure, democralic pdlitics has
SOINE jovs: the thrilt of hekng part of a
eronwrt af thousands mardhing down
the sireet chanting and singing for 4
cause we befiove iny e sense of
STty WILN OTNEFE &5 wht wark i g
sompaEn; the oxeilernent &F victory, f’
Uatoat, c0 Gptalion, or ambaiucus

FESUITS QrE More SOMMen CxRONCNens

than halifical victory, however Young 2002}
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SOMa Thoughts on how yaung people engage with
polilical bsuwes and policiey in the democra




(mis)information about
young people and
politics

¢ % e .
b ‘ ‘ Politicians ofien spenk aboul the righls und oblgahons of
ak = . i = - = = #
LN

Austradion citizenship and exhorf young people to be more aware of

the nghts and responsibilifies that law from thewr status as Ausiy e

Cihzens , ,

{'-‘?f."|'*:-'.' 1 |,|, " |L1|- by

Wy Qgues




Mg moedalty Ludbochk woantifies in this slatenmesnt

Lanm pbfics the moniality thal yeung poople shauld
engEngn mopaliies bt do not. This fails to address why
thoy dun ™, o whai bacgiers ans keeping them fror
aegiaging. D ol ihose Dairives is al pourng people el
[rplint et aand deniprated oy mainswoam Mesconce plions
aatbgrt ERGa i entn.

Acrnon af =owites, such as the recopdly released
Towrermar'a Daoooils Today opeet ot moid by Clersenger
Connmuniesalivrg Lid, ot d LA yoong people are rnsie
COLSETAtVE: A0 s Hkely 10 0 acuve. In the media,
CWOL NG, GG are pRrndgsically proscmcd as soifish,
clferenl, visrospoat lul, spoall, nelily, hoans, boied,
substance consimers and geocratly having too much
e o ther hends as wel 83 simu Rancously reapectiul,
v cned e sncaally awarrs [Bodran 2003, pR3
Thigs rreael iz boneslrdne s b prubce wath i pges of young,
peroplc A 1AZy (0 APANEC )L 3gEressive (uvenilas and
dehnguentsy, vulncratle [disempowored wstims) or 4s
chite achievers (3o Bokzan 2004, p211 1t s only the dmal
cateAary which is positve,

AV )

s U O ot I E el St S o Ll
Fizopis and he sdeoio: Opposite Sides of
the fence? which found thal voung ceople
nove on acule oworeness of how ihey are

stereatyped by fhe nedia

There is a range of misconceptions that are geretaled
from such =tlgma, including that young people;

1 gdan't have the papacity to make political
chalecs
2 aren'linterested in making politcal

cholees and are apathetic towards
palltlce; and,/ or

3 hate paliticians and polltics.

Er S LT PR FIY T LT

same thoUugnis

capacity to make polifical
cholces

Argnalyy children daml abaays have the capacity Lo
undersand conples fmsocs anh o makes decisions aboot
thizrm, but this is nol th Gasda for adolegeants and older
soung adults Botween the oges of 12 ard 15 voung
ele denvzliogy o omotes thorngh sense of self e
Tuerlacr doela) & fir ely tunes 2ense of justics |Lawrance,
20030 thoy underge political socalisation, consohdabing
thear famalial and scholagly nfuences with personal
e o chaices o foen individozlisecd Jecrsions
and op mons [Lawrence and Yalstrer, FO03).

W anything et of 1he pallcm iz thal young peonls
[POUNELN 2GQI0SEonIe 1N PaILicar} are nal encouraged
and haee e mecnine 1o beinvolved m politd:al
mAatlers, Ininstances where they doosoenlonud ar ae
exposed 10 peltical information therg is a rise 1hal Lhey
will pasneeely consang: the o nformation.

Ir silyasliong whone your g peoaple's capacly bas b
fecogmsed  eospecially af & 1ocal povernment leved

- there have been substantial successes and learnings.
Thiese have lead 1ot relegse of numemos reports,
fuides and modals of affestive youlh partcipatien. Al
aof thess - from Alnve and Molivalod [NYARS, 2004]

to Taking Young People Serfously {State of Victoria,
2004, to Teding the Emperor [State of South Australiz,
2000, republishad by State of Western dustralia, 2002]
- emphasiss the capacity of young people to engags

in stgnificant conversalion and devision-makieng, but
prly when the material is presented in waye that arg
purposeful and glve voung people a clear mdication 1hal
theit input is valued and useful.
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on how young people enaage with party polt

poblicalissues and pulicey in lhe democratic proc ess

ics,



CASE STUDY 1

"gateways [ governmerit” anc eadsl e piovide yourng people
with Infermation abaut the respective governments SUch 3§
diceotor sf minigters, youth aFIEws, SOVBMIENL-run YyouLn
intiotives and organisations, a st of up-caiming governmant
run yeuth events and infarmation relevont to voung poople,

Fhiey are parl of & greosang hiend wond wide of e-Demacracy,
deslgned 1o plve new and more aparopriale ways o
g, Utllsing digical

0 st rovinieend nehsites wotld-wide provde 8 rRange
fo mediums through which young people caen discuss sl

angage with palitice il":-",l'.Jleﬂg forums, chals and articies

TR Y

young people's (alleged)
apathy and lack of interest

Althiough i canngl oe denied that there are soma young
peaple who are genuinely not interested in politics. thare
is 2 greater body who @re or feel thiak they are under-
educated v polities, under- experancad in pollies and
untahle ta properly articulate their interests in @ pelitical
setting,

anlock of Information, sec e £ alact of
poditica information useful fo young euople

Many young people seek pul information and are farerd
valh onc of thwee problems:

1 they cannot find the information
they are af ler, ur

2 they are presaented with volumes
of infgrmation; or

3 he information is presented in 2
way which disuourages them

Sources of inforrmation for young peaple exist for
example, ses CASE STUDY 1) that provide some
information for young people. Bul the information
pruvided can ofien be highly trgeted, imited te prefered
Lopics and have limitad opportunities for two-way
dialogue which may result In s0me young peoplc ‘eoiing
Liochked fpsn properly engaging with politics

A waoll, many Young people do not uss THese spaces,
aither because they do not know they exist, or they do
N wish to engage on a site that is established by s
govamment authonty,

Az a result of being or fecling blocked oul of golitieal
discussion becavse of infrmanonal and expenence
barisrs, many young people feel disenposered
Disempowerment lcads o machyity that is the
perpefuates the stereatype of palitical apethy

young people's distrust of
polificians

It is trug thatl yeunp peomple tend to have a dislike of ar
a distrust of paliiciansg - a result tound t Manning and
Ryar as well s Mellor, Whether this iz ancnactment

of the tall puppy syndrame, inherited parental biases ar
the result of parennal experience, it is gererally coupled
with resentment over the image often pro octed of young
people and the tokenism same governme-run youth
tnifiatives emanalé. Imporlantly, this distrust tends o be
reactionary. it stems from the an underyspg scopticism of
politics and the feeling of rejection that is bred by a lack
of fooused political discussion with young people rathet
than an unqualified hatrod of politicians.

An example of this was brought to our altention in
corwerspliona with the Human Rights anc Equal
Cropertmity Gommission {HIMCOC) when talking about the
process they winl through W engage with yaung peaple
IN creating the RIChts of Paseage reporl. i a focus group
corversatian in Wooliongang. a groun of young peopla
shored Lhe story of haw the N3W Minister for Transport
came 10 “consult” them on a serles of changes in
relation 1o young drivers. The forum weont woll, with iglg of
discussion, but the young people found o it later that the
consuliation was irrelavant - as the legisBtive chanyges
had already been drafted. Their inpul was. in thee minds,
vompletely loken [personal correspondencs).
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In response Yo voices and voles: o porfomentary commfﬁcc Inquiry into young peopip
engagement in democrocy in queensiand

why
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(dis)

engaged

Last year, Vibewlre conducted @ survey around young
peaple and the media with the aim of Jscenung Fow
youn g paople engage with and create media, Armong
the results, It was found thal the young people why
ongaged with Vibewire.net and who took part in the

_ =100 SUrVey only participate im politieal activities

these were aoen 10 have a real and meaningful
[Moss ot ol 2004, p70]  a resull that 9Chogs
¢chard [2003] and Manning and Rvan
lly. thoy o1 pasmonate aboul [Esues
that :urc—"'ll‘ | involve them, and to o lesser ctegree

s s ecl the workd around thom. Bul th
a:i-ln-n*:-e" hat thoy are often only permuttad tc
be irvoly c:.l‘lsul"n"'r; (Moss 2t 3l 2004, p60)

They dlsilhfa l ¢ tacl thal content tor younp peop'e is
almost excMysitely focuscd oround chitcriamment, with
only & hap.;’ul f youth-onented modio covonng social
or poditicAldssues (Moss et gl 2004, §23). [hoy wanied
a media th 4 both more interactive, with grealor
opporiunitigs for participation, and was more diverse

Whial is neadad is support for pasting youth-run
1h|:rLI|a Dol isAtions (see CASF STUNIFS 2, 3 + 4)
anr_‘l Manidiilg ogtions and start-up spaces for the
ture apeLrugial for allowing young neople to help
emnselvys tighl s wiongs wiitten ahout them
ng P nl shiould not Nhave ta rely on ather peopla
mainstream media — to wiite about them
II::- should be willing about and for young
m:l they should be able to do il their way

F'WP

fhe IIHI‘H"I lance of youth
participation

Many commentators agrae that the meaningful
et of young people i eanential to the
exislence of a healthy liberal demneracy [s=e State
Omwernment of Victoria, 2002; Manning and Myon.
2004; Alanchard, 2003; Himberlze, 2002]. Going
heyand the researh on citizenship, the meaningiul
invalvernent and particinaten of young people is seén

W be mmportant for the develnpraent of a vibrant cuftural
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engogement in demoacracy in queensiand

discnurse wilhin sockely (NYARS. 2004; Lumby, 2001]
Itis through various forms of medie that the polmcal
and cultural dialoglias that ahape our 3o¢ely lake

place. The resmarch has suggested that young peoplc
are aware af the mle that they can play in tha dialegue.
anid sotne ligve chosen to take part, Rit for aach

person whu fs abhke W take part, othess are exchidad by
structural ssuves ol wchiwlugcal access, hnowledps
and money. For those who are ablke 1w ke panrt 'rhﬁ,
are igft feeling allenated and fsulated Ly & nieda system
that by-and-large does not acknowkedge Uw rodes played
by young pecple. Vibewire Youth Services (sew CASE
STUDY 2} has the opponunity w expant Lhe sjuw-ce
where young people are uble L vreats coversatinns
dbout thege issues, contiibuling 1o U dialogue

But s st questionable as whether thissuvial dialogue
ic that important. Desphe the expression explosion
from the technalogical revelution, sccial and cullural
polcy cCOMMUCE N much the same way, with a small
clite influcncing tho largest number. Eventnen, IL IS

a vald question 1o ask whothor the ‘d@lolue’ That

i3 spoken of is replly only o small group of politically
and socially obsesscd poople talkng to themsaolves
through the loudspeoker of moss modia, Nowspaper
citculations are dropping, cultural and poibeal
publications are scarce, while enterainment and pop
culture resources abound, Looking at the market and
the realtty of censumption, it coulsd be prgucd thin
the most accurate representations of voung people
are things like Dotly, Cleo, The OC and Th: Naned,

It is then mare appiapriate 1o cansider Vibewire and
ils projects ps playing more than just a facilitatian
ke within Uwe med@a Vibewire, is commirtern] o
promoling Lhe klee Ut young peoplé's cantribiminns
10 soclal discourse are meaningiul and vseful
Vibewlre cannot simply assumie thal beus use it

ig good tor demoaracy, youny people will vant (o
engage. Rather, Vibewire must acl 8s o medistur,
bridging the gap Letween young people and socialf
political dscourse Uiough imedha channels, in part
t‘a-:iiutating conversalbon, in perl ﬁarlrr-g K i ways
that are relevant and inleresting 1o young peupde

T T —
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CASE STUDY 2

VIBEWIRE YOUTH SERVICES + VIBEWIRE.NET PROJECT

Witiewire Youlh Seryices o is A incorporaded, wilinisan
Bagad, non-poiit, YouIn mediz and training arpganisation. The
arganisation tperales proesta Enging from a wetaite/wel-
portel, puline evernbs, vilual Lhink tanks, prinl anlbodogies
and magazines ang 8 national-tauring shorl Firm festival. The
QrEanisation ig run fationaly with lead memeers based in
cifices in Adelide. Brisbare, Melboume and Sydney and
froem other ragional and metropolitan locations.

The oraanisation’s vissn declares that, “Vikowirs will bo

the most rep ssntative and Inclusive forum for Austializ’s
youth = a community wiere young pecple access resorces,
engzec in cullura! discourse. and cmpower thomsclves.”

To this £nd e arganisation focuses on a rande of media
production that are in need af diversliicavon of volee and
wirks to getthe voites of yaung gcople and their diversc
commanities nio those snaces.

Yibewire's pilat projeat, the onling yvoulh pertal Vibewire net,
s an communily created by voung n-cnnlﬂ'for SSUNE peopieE
ILisa & placewhere (subdoulores coeed [echinglogy. whers
Fagpraphically disperged Comrunitios Mect, moerie dnd
.:ulmt-ur. wherideas and fun cule and where waung poopls

allcwning, each men e 10 pohlish Hog entaes or any iope
thay wish,

The sie alsg operates a forum space =|ru:| inchuce:s
‘ ay chatogne 1o

inlerprrs lend ctnnenticg: toalle
dECust pUBEhed works. Each member is glvan a profil

SO Thnughh olgl how young people engagc W|’rh p{:lrt*f polmcs.
political issuas ond policiey in the democraliv pracess

et VD Gw S hot

page which operates As @ dipital OV, [nking t conteat they
hava published on the site, Member's p:ofies and hogs are
accessiste thraugh the ‘Member Protiles” secton a5 well as

wig irdnilive 1R

Al content on Vibewire el written ty young people, PdltEn:I
by yOLNE pRORIR Ang &o [n emted an by yming peopla.

Tne slte publishes thousands of ariicles, opinion pleces,
Fevichs ond inlenacws cvory yoar in ong of threc eotogosics:

] pulse: politics, poticy econancs, trade,
foreign affais, human rights, education,
Iw, EeyalTy, gander and opinion

IIfe: Fashicn, film. music. gigs, games.
art, visual art znd lHestyls

3 create: fiction, 1ang ficticn, omMics and
poatry

Early mext year uperadin £ of existing leaturss will hanpen,
a5 well 5 ke adding of B35 [teal-simsle-syndication}
[ Ao 1he site. Alscy, ire et will lannch a
range of new Testures whizh wilk &fiow merbers 1o uplosd
and exkibib thelr auttusgl autpet in filim, music and digital
art, This will tocd Sontent into o worid £ oallaborative
creative content guthonng platiorm. Vibewire intends to
ing Auistra liana can publishing preative
conient, Sesti g With e whole s s frorm conceplic
to finding an avdience. This will poentially 0per up a
whola niw way oF grodusing 1ms, one wheeh s mluerenth'
demuosmbe {indluding using Sroabve Commaons

and col akrorative.

rERNgine e o

Vihewi e is the 2000 recipient af the Warld SGummit Youth
Pawrard |WSAY for Cornmunily Fogapgsaner|
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s 1o develop skills In o
varely of media..,. ,,

onportsnitie

in response fo voices and votes. a pariamen
angagement in demacracy n queensiand

orgaissation wr Ly 1k paing pecpe in Melboume, for the
yaulh of Memourng, SYI aims to provide yuung paeople oped
1210 2h that are inlg radio, tale PN ang weh m

LERONENGe AN [ramng

ort im e mecha,
vz Wl o nes
i station (R0.7 SYN-FM) which can
doy, tiven daye 3 wesk Al around

the Metbourne aiea, The niusiz and contiznk on-air i
degecrmined Ly Hhe presenters and producers of each
p arrL. Therefarg, musie tanges fmm punk fo hiphog

PANCE, N0 everyenee in betseen Conleid
inthudes INuSCs) sUb-CUllUres, Spart, COMETY. youlh lssucs,
satire, inance, 1, fgod ond travel

I absw prochicis 7.0 honis a8 week of Tee telewisian for three
TV programs broadeast on Channed 31 BMlbiourne, SYH
Cily aire wWegkiays feom J - Spm, The Sauce 8is Salurdady
moraings bom 18304 (repeatad Mondays at 8,3 3amh
ang SYN TV broadeasts on both TY and fadie frdm b - B
weekdays, YN TV is presenied eatirely by under 184,

Mot only does youth- made, youth run media heip to
bresk dawn stigima by corroelng stOrcotypes, enfaning
young people and prosenting now rmagas of yaung
people, but it gives voung peoplt opportunities Lo
develop skills in a varlcty of madia while exposing
thern tor a much brogder ronge of weds and epinions.

Media literacy is best taught by deing. by crealing ond
cormmiunicating in the indnaduals own wICC, accordng

CASE STUDY 3

SYN FM

SYM Dico opuratos eyn.0rg a8y, a iuli-ime inten gl prasence
Fourfimes a yoor, SYN relooses its vouth magazing, Facads
which is freg for all SYN members. and can be found ot

sefecied elailors,

SYM has heddma a dynam:c, informative and entaraining
medii outlet providing unoadalieled access o young people
to participata m ceoating thoir own meda. S¥ has provad
tobe an ative lkeader i the community brond cooting
sevdlor #ol mAany uf the youth-based partiganon programs
devaloped by SY save Luwr ] ) COATENIty
breadcaslers JCrose the country, This was recognised wl (e
cnd of 2002 whan the Community Broadoasting AssoClatlon
of Australia presoentid SYN with o Tony Sialey fwarg for
frnellence in communily broadcasting.

Howeger, S0 has Decome move tian juesl & merlia
prEanEAtion; ralner, iL offare 3 unique 20085 PoING andg
mesting place whercby ke mnded youth organisations and
individuals meet, moke contegls and undarta dutliativas
in suppeed of the diverss needs and ictecests of the youth

plMmerous aro|erts enconpassing 2 orogd rarge of activilies
dosigncd o sorve young peaple from acroes Victora,

o thelr gwn Igeas, and on their own lerms,. Becawse of
fts potontal Lo Bulkd community, and the collabarative
mature of medin praduction, it shoukd tala ploss amongst
peers, where skills snd experience can be shared on

an egual basls, and allowlng for a plurally of volcwes.

Doth autanemy and ¢ceoperation should bo ancouraged.
It should aftow for, but not enforee media activism and
active cllizanship, ang encourage discussion and debale.
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tary committes incjuiry iInto younq peopfe's



CCASE STUDY 4 K3 MAGAIINE

EXPRESS MEDIA . S -ciri<c. 1 national,
P I ME N wiiling
teliudes featires,
Frxoress Bediz is a media arpanisation thal was founded m 1985, Exprese fedia aiso presents an annual programs rasalive wailing,
the Inlemnationd Year of Youth Since then, iy e o e DF Sped12l events, wiling wirkshops, axnibions L ARG INGIUCEE cumics,
af plograms ikat have olvgn countless young peaple the che and arliatic projocis, These are often prosented c has a theme b whoch
to partigipate in exhipitions, patfarmances, onling projects, and in canjunclion with such nrEanisatizns a8 Triple . Lt g ool roguered 1,
warious writing, medit and arts prepgcis, These nclude Epaken 1. Matianal Young Writers Festival. Melbourne 50N Ay WS and in any ke,
Word, pnotpgranty, we bSite AEsign, fadid arescatalion, [GLrnTailsm Fringe, 3RRA anel the Next Waue Festiutl All of
ard cieative witing, thelr projacts alm g provida young people witkh ane iwrilieated g shieng
professianal and affordable geeess to Australia’s FEundier 25 Taado s
Sunmie ol Lhieiv atjeehs enclurle: FrLshc and mMedia communitias, Workeop [pEics god AL produced enlirely by
that Exgress Media howe ronineludo:
* Yoicewgrks magazing, natianal, quatefly
rragaing 7 7ine making for voung wrlers ang artists
Tirw Cirics, an anthology of ¥oung pecple’s E posty wibli=h b poetie short
wiiting on the themes Anatomy, lunk, and +* spoken word b, ilustralions. drawmys i
Rtwlbr 3 witing and preducing a ey by young poope and
Silent ey (1 eonpunction uith the 200¢ Neoxt sehoal newspager ne tram tho readols 1o make
YWave Festival) a 100 pega anthology which WHLINE & rovel
eolloets the work of 20 voun g Australian eonms I smig-writing
anis : Pl Eyrar g g,
a spoben word CE (in conjunchion with Hoiae
Fesbval] of yoaerng Avstialian spobken wonl Aclizts
as pare of 1he Come 10 Your Senset [ssue of
WOIGEWOr i

Thuety s lory will Bee pubdisbsog Ireommrisnzarks in davch 206 as
part of the 2000 Mewt Waue Empire Garnes {1 corgune:

tha Malbourne Cammanweallly Games), Any pOung ger5on in the
Lommornweolih undér 20 yaare at afe will have 1he Chanca 1o gat
thedr wriking published i an intemational contoxL

This wear Lhiey laoochacl fhe inaugical ohbn WMAarsdens Frize for
Yau ng eustrallan Wwriters with over 300 entries received, folr
Marsden, patron of Exgress Maedia and besigelling Young soult
hetion author, SelECted the winnars in the Poatey and Snovt Story
Compctitions,
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S0me ’rhcugh’rt an how young DFGD|E engagc wilh party pomu:;,.
polifical issues and peliciey in the demouralic progess



young people lack
adequate media literacy

‘ ‘ Youth crooted media should e strengthened iocally
and globedly, to increase media-iteracy and pravide on

outlel for yauth croativity and opirons cifizens, , !

rocommaendation ol The UNESCO 315t Grreral
Conleromee Yowth Forem




Ona of the key lecongnandations of The UNESCO 3157
Gengral Conterenee Youilh Forum theld in 20011 was
that "Youth creatcd medg shauld be strenfthened
ol by A SRy, T oandease modia fiteracy and
provide an autlet o youth grcatvty and opinians.”
Vibewire strongh ondorses ths rogarmmandation.

Media Ideracy s tradibicnal Iheracy wel [args,

expanded and extsnded to gover the newer torms ot
communicalion From still 10 moving imagcs, music and
sound. television, adverlizing, news and new mordia,
maezchia [Heracy is the ahility to undeistand thess texts, I
ig the ability b understandg nel just theu content, but also
their consteustion, the deas, proccsacs and techrigucs
that make them riean what they do 15 Ihe ability to
think critically about the texts that mediate the world, and
to engape with them, rather than simply receive them,

tedia Heracy, mpoilarthy, i3 alsoc the abilily to

craale It is aboal self-expresson. communication

and creativity - about finding a voice and using

it. Media hteracy allows the individual to use the

rrectia for ther mwn purpnses, bevend simple
cravsamphian, te ancess ashiences and publics and
artively create or contribite to Fherr own coltore.
Media | iteracy s so nmapartan] because the mass
media is the defimng media of the modam warld 1
hes bzcorne errenchied ineveryday |ife, and domminale:
e pubihic sphee and public debale moe profaundly
Lhigm #l, dry olher Dme i histary, &4 the sarme ume,
mclk pwnerslip s becoming steadily less diverse,
ang with i1, access o the mginstreaim med @ s rapdly
declining. S0 oo s tradilional iteracy. The imass media
are the mauin source of information gng idegs about
oUIselves and cur society, and so i is vild| thal we

are able 1o negotiate the messagas ey send us.

ncel la lieraey sllows people to navigaie the media
landseapa mors cffietively. 1L imvelves an undarstanding
of everylbung that informs madia productlon, ingluding
Internded audience, commercial consideratons,
conyentions and agendas, and 50 8 media literate
wowar 15 more Ukely 1o recognize biag, glersotypes,

oF stmple omissions, A media [ferate viewer 1S awarg

L L L LRI

soma thoughts an Fow young people engage with party poltics,
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rhat the world presentad to tham g just that- 2
prasenation, adited, produced and medialed.

Bledia iteracy 2150 protedts The Wigwsr from any effects
of media. The media have been conslamly blamed for
EXpOSING ViEWETE, SSpesially young paopnle, 1o viglence,
pornopraphy, bad langwage and ferarsl maral depravity.
Media teracy 15 haralded by many, espacially in the

U5, 35 an alternative 1o classification dand censorehif,

It provides peopds with the tools o understand and
cvalunls papular cLlfurs on ANGIE ewn (erms, withopt

denying thom the rnight to Sxplors art ond ideas, Modra .

Iuteraoy_is Ak 5 :
b k& medialiteracy s hadilional fterg
and 56 cnables and extended 1o caver the newer j
saungpeanie fo From still to maving iImage s
sa0 past meddia 25 g
renresenations gclverfising, news and nevy !‘T"le :

amd reglinics.
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pulilical ssues ond polickey in the demecratic prosess



Civen this il ts 8 lusdamental iasponsiey ot
grectpament o proniele modi iieraey, both thicugh
edneation system bul also Lhraugh supporting and
frstenmp yoath moda prajocis and aciviees, e
melia literacy man oy come through cresting
eerlize, rod simpky knowedng D 10 " rend ™ mcdia,

FAcia lcracy 1= Tesd taught b doing, by croating and
cornrsupicaling i the mdivelnal's owin valce, ancording
1or e anwinn idesds, ared o e o Frames. Beeadse of
s bl o Build commmuntees, aa the collahor ative
aature of el producion. iLsbould lake ploce amangsd
s, whieer shills anel caperience can be shared on an
cougi Demes ond alleweng foe A pheealiby of voices Both
avkunony ol cosapnerations sl e encrnrsgerd |t
should sllow Tor Taw not eeofoneg redia activism And
actve Citkeenshnn ool erceneeage hartissinn and debale.
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sornes Fhooghts an bow young pooplc
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cngage with party polfics,
nolitical ssues ond policiey inthe demooratic process

(dis)

engaged



e oontioie fosotos 10 doroonn e peasitn. . PCiy Pailitical information

an apathele reasponse 0 domocraey. This péarcaption,
Slthough In S3pme: Ca5C5 correct. Sds 10 M0 ArC 55 Wiy
yaung people chpose nol 1o vole or do not vole, It

fr amphasees vy of vvercoming this polmcal
plEenaanc o withoul examining the underhang emases

Polical ponib=< procioue miformalon o e g i sl i ins
on & sCMi-TCRUlar Ieinm 'ﬂl“ﬁ-__':-_.'llj i’ s Aol
@lection times. Quiside of election porigds wateilos
lend w be mosl common, regulally upds e with speech

Aneenpls el slrean
Chree snie by e 1% e Lagk ol uzciul ane engaging lranecnpte and wed strcams

mfrteaatwan for pring, people. Young people, like mosl
peeripdes. are hestant 1o engagn themse lves in an issue
abl whisch 1hey are unmiforned. 7Thes 15 mamly duc to
o Tizant il thixi nateety, miexporience on lack of kinowledge
ar the Ligees expasing them Lo ridicule and antigesim trgm
FRsie preeeg s,

Hul tho party poliiical natuee of 1hE Nirgt Chrée categonios
e ooy iely o bed viewetd siaplcally Dy yolng
poophe. S0 much S0 that young peaplo are probably
unlilety 19 Sook hom gt

secondary schooling
As s b young penplis who doowaot 1o enpage .
thweesders whether 1 bi: i politis genecally o0 in CUF“CU]UH"J

g spe il o Kagw: ek aod e formatvrn 1o inform e
wnderslanchang Tho proldens wath thye seisor corriculons wlesi f coines W
cmics oad logal cducahon i that thoy &re mainty (ocuscd
Al L peril U TP TR R TIL R of Fp'dq.s',‘t] oearmAaticiy are on hurenuciatie
Py produoeed Ly ant! gdairisl alive “ The ;Till—l::'.'lv_}h-.:fﬁ-‘ with the

1 funcluons of ¢ il larusl el -
| Lhe possInnyent 3 CIVICS na ":"":F*:j educaig

Eovernmenl iaihor
bureaucrahc and adm

Lhian Ui gapaloter ol

pohbicol portigs,
precess. It focuses

F-_"

J activist eng political erganisations; on legislative ond
Jurdicial hieearckias,

4 civics and legal high school education: the passing of bills,
g rodudendsa | [enancies
1ha S1ate and MNeders! Clectoral and contracts

Commissions: Although this rs benehcial infounation for young paophe,
4 o 11 d0es NOt encourafe young paopld 10 engage In polites

¥ and prevides them with no MOEMBLON on Nnow they would

< po abioul doing so
/ peers
8 the medie Ine mam Morl That 15 Maoc 21 on MSUtuLIoNG| iBvCl 10

address thic ix the federal government's Discovering

Democracy pagram, which foruses not an giving

young peopla the skills and undersiandings necessary

toi demaocraay, bul rather on the nictorical, legal and

procelural elements, creating a truly dispassinnale, (d
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some thaughts on how young pceople cngage with party polikics.
political ssues and policiey in lhe demourahe process
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and 1o he horest, boring inteduction for voung people
te democrdcy. The 1EA Swdy of Ciwic Attitudes anc
Knowledge [Mellor 2003), and 1o 3 certain extent the
HYARS report an Youth and Citeeenship IManning and
Ryan, 2004] miss the paint - young people don't engage
with politias at thesa formal levels, bacaluse 10 them, they
are meaningless.

Derak Hannan [in Blanchard, 2003] encapoulated young
peopla's ieality perfectly in arguing that “learning sbout
democrecy o school is like reading holiday brochurcs

m pason.” Young people’s lack of capacity, rather

than bemg brought ahaik by developmental or somal
factors, s a direct result of the irelevant ways in which
democracy anc participation are taught o young people.
The protlem lies intheir very context aof being taught
ralher than experienced

As a gimple thoughl experniment. if you ask a grup of
young people, or almosl amy group of people which s the
thirk mare important of these wu options

| "o know 1ha effect of a palicy on you"

2 “to know 1he process by which a policy
was implemented”

The respanse is resoundingly in favolr of the first option,
[deally, it is not A chaice between the two, Hut o talance
between both, And nurrently, the balance lzang too tar,
tuo eaily in the directinn of prcess over engagerent.

informaoahion from the
Electoral Commissions

Polnical informatian frem the State and Federal Electoral
Commissions has the potantial bo be rejectad by young
people basad on similar mtionale as avertly party political
matcnal, but it does have the advantage of being seen
as 3 cornerslone of demogracy, With betler production,
informgtion fron the Cammissans could bacome an
invaluabie saurce of information for young people.

BERE R mrr RN EEEE

PEmsawEREyEEs

information from family and
peers

Two ¢t the major points of social intaraction for young
pecple ars with tamily and with peer. Far nany vaung
pecnle thay are Impa ited with Knowlodee or they piek up
knowledge fram their family. | hero of course are 1ssues
with the ceeditability of this intormabon, tut it is 3 reality
that this is 2 common point of reterral Yor mformation,

Feer informants is are plmoat alweys overloohed In
discussions of sources of palitical information, but 18

a fundamental and, for most poople, primary source,
There is much said abaut the rcgplotion of bohaviour
that often accurs in peer groups. but there is a polentiaiy
positive outcomea from peer relations: peer cdugation

Yuuing people are intensely community-odentated. Thoy
move in ibes, finked by eormmon Interests gnd 1deals,
W s within these pear graups that paliticg| issues are
often debaled, ideas flogled and conneclinns made,
The internet in parleular has taken this style of political
disCourse Lo @ rmew levd, with imt2met fonims inking
people from 2cruss the country (and, indeed. the wardd)
10 discuss and debale e issues whic h affect their lives,
Vibew|ra.net is but one example of s,

1 has been sugpestad that people are )ikl Lo listen

to, consume and engage with information more i the
source of information is similar 1o them [Sloane and
dimmer 1993]. Peer education “asgerts that people
makc changoes not because of ssientflc facts and figures
hut begausc of tho sukjective judgamant of close,
trusled pecrs who have adopted changes and who act #s
persugsive role models for change” |Flowers 2001). Peer
education, 25 a honzontal micrvention srategy, ulliscs
the nheramt creditabiidy that one young derson ie morg
likely 16 have with another young person to sttempt o
[mpart impartanl Information.

Rick Mowera [2001], In csplenn g the roasons that

organisations uae peer eduction, spoculates 21 Two main
reasans for the success of peer eduction:

Inresponse to voires and votes: o partamentary commiffee inquiry inlo youny pedpke’s
cngogormoent in demecracy in gueensiund




] 1015 ary eTiective way 10 820N 000es,
and comvey mesasages. oo Lorgc
group: and

2 15 & way w faclire o
paflicipatory pocess af fearning

Thirsds pelallons hip networks have incredibie valuo
L] Covly Branp 5 pen of nfarmatinn, They

arg 1epesnones of sacal capital, and now modes of
cormmunily, such ag online, are vnal now soLrcos of
EaCial capial m 2 e whoen many ol ocg tiung of suelt
capial aro dechning, What's more, whercos radilional
cOmmMUnites sie bases around “Donding Socid| Capilal”
- ArguEnd Sormenunines of people 9 4 particular identity,
R E penamuniees peevide opparenines foo the
Crezation of "Eropmp Socely Capnal” - Imeracians

and understanding bolween those from dotarent
backgrounds and Deliovos.

For Whowire, the concept of pecr od ucation is Nal 28
capherly uheid 1o changt Young pooplo S oprlans, but
reft e e capeesc G0em 0 range of opinans whicls
gy i oy Nl swaay TR (udgomont. By inenrporating
comrmenting onthe site, and nfarmmal mechameams
such as blogs and torums the range of opimons 15 even
broader.

information from the media

The media is an increasingly untristed sowrce of political
inforrrabion, despite being te major sounce far marny
people. The dustralian media industry is increasingy
concentrated, ditningshing e diversily of viewpoints they
carry, and s largely nrmoceseiole for woung peophe. The
resulls of Vibeatre's survey inlo youth opinians o the
medig arg covengd gbove bui revesl o discontent with
the our media landscape in Anstealia, and espenially their
cowe rage of youth issues.

This disvorienlis nol Binited o young peaple. Roy

Wlargsis recenthy refeased annual media poll has found
LBl B Austializ people find Wie media arofit ralber e
newse-driven, greedy and varelio e, 3% ol poople et
NS REper journalists couldn't be trusted w el the truth,
along with 57% of racha hasts and B35 of TV ropoiiel s,
FL% bolove media ardanisationg gre migre woorigd abour
malung a profit than mforming podpks,

Imtoroninfiy. sy, GO%. of responcents (o the Koy
Margan poll algo think the media is. cverall, a farce for
pokd rethee world In ather werds pecple recoprise the
e polenbesl inaet of the media, for nferming people,
buld ing community and ghhdhiing issues, but thoy also
recopnise that the madia isn1 hiving up 1o his polenlialk.

Mg P g aad:

"Lifizons across the globe are slowly

ket surche woking ue to the nobon 1hod
Ly fove & stadio i the media, oven if
My gre ool always recogtised as stake:
Nerdiers By the pawers thatl b in
Paverrimernt ang modia organisations.

The new swareness 15 Based on ih
urderstanding that, i day's warkd,

the mass media &re increasingly haying
the role once plaved by familv. commurmily
redigion and farmal education: nol only
disseminating infarmation end khowledge,
bt Alke shapung values amd frors,
roculding attifudes acd behaviorn A
influencing the very proress of lving ®
[logeph 2006

Despita alt of Lhis inforrration e re is o significank wid
that remains unlilled. This woid could be filled Ly peer-
produced mformation that is subjent to prer review,

as well as greater suppart for youth media and arts
platfoirs, more civics education and better information
ant coverade during eleclions.

(.d.ls)
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SOMC ’rhought. onnow YoUng people engoge with parly pollics,
polilical ssuss and policisy in the democrabc process

engaged




more, more, more: making
information on politics
mare usable, more

diverse and engaging

é g ine chailenge for many online resources for young people i that

they cre crected as soporaio waebsiies , ,

ik



To {eodendape youn poople Witk pelitics you need

o food baligr, mors dearso 3nd mare engaging,
mfprmation direstly inid Lhe @nvironmont. T guarcame
WALIPE O I S Rl ardl GeeRticisom, inTermation needs
to be depabticised and Sate, Yoeun g poeople dn not
respand most eftectively o aratian, 5o mtormmadian o
rac e likely tobe eflective i L relatos (o vourg proplc
directly and iz defivored 1 a way which is comtortable
for prung penple. One way of doing Rz s by ubiksing
tle: plwsical and digial social netwcrks young people
canstroct Aronwl thoemsolvns.,

iz a given that nfomsaton noeos 1o be moere
availablo, & few observations about the intormational
coensempelion of young poeopla leatly indicates the
cirzetion thatl palitical inforcnation shouldl be fakng.
Thi Yitewre reporl into voung peapls and the moda
rotect TRat younp, peaple are imavirg away from

Mese 1A% arvd 7Y news s sources of informaticn,
Al trweareds Ehe iternet in dioeves [Moss #t al 2004,
[r )

Libd: yong peopin, many poelitical ciganisauons have
arnbraced the flaziblility of digihal echnologies in
delivering thalr polittcal agendss. 4ll the major partes
operate regularly updatad webeltes, s-dematracy
preiects onling a2nd newslaters, which have pesn
rynring singe abowt 19941,

But the msac has courdaertumed in this instance.
Therg 1z 50 much informatian anling with 50 many
agendas and 50 much quesbonable (egitimacy, much
of it i a tone which most woung poople ind ahendting,
that for voung paople matters have begome contusad,
It is hard to tell what infermation 15 usehul and refiable.

What is needed s a reliable source that provides
infonmation, analyses intormaticn and INks W citermak
infarmation, Semething that can aots oo 2 resouree
portal. Thiz s what Vibewirg's nreject, Rosourcowind,
aims o do (see CASE STUDY 4.
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CASE STUDY A
RESOURCEWIRE

swhenne vibrererire_nel/resalrcewire

Rescarcawlrg is ahoul Detter connacting young peope
with both the informatioh and the SOMMUNITY (0 3sist
them to overcome challenges and advance thernscives
1owands their fulures,

YOUNE peGRIE are incregsingly using the internet axs bolk
a goewrog for and a iocation of their pear cammunities,
and to agtoss intarmation snd resources of vEloYance
1o their lives. The challende for many onling fesGuUrgas
for ypun g peaple 15 Lhat they are crcabed ns scparate
wabgies, The vast mgjanty of people are either unaeare
of o urwilling to visit astard-alone site

1or diug, health or sexual information. As such there

iT 4 road it for this iNfermation 10 be packagea and
pecsented in the context of 3 wider site dealing with 2
dwversity of vouth issues and interests. Yibewire.net is
that site.

In providing health, legal and educational resources
a5 part of the ViDewire,net portal, we dré providing
CaSGr foceds 1o thoge resources for the mary pounpg
pEOopte who wort't go leching far thermn separetely, bul
will beneit fepmothis information. This would allow them
1o visit Lhe sile for Gl or posdy o peinli b whien
1hey need informetlon they’ | krow it's there. It's thedr
Resourtawying, |t has the 3ddad advants g of I"JE."II"IE
available ta browse cagupdy. This would Aok hagpen
for ioformation on a stand-glone web ~sitn wilhout an
altachec eormnmity.

Wikt an intdgrated peer rating system which will allow
cansumers of e ntormation B3 rala information ard
actd samments Gnd 'Diuras” phopt the nkorratien,
Resaurcew re i Lo merge all the infarmaton Ivpcs
outlined above inlg B dynarmic spoce that is uscedriven.

Resaurcewy eyl launet i Liealth seclion in 20006,
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some thoughts on how young people engoge with party polilics,
political sswes and policiey in the democralic process



more Cj 5\‘, erse SOUTCES 15 just 3 -‘.,tgnmmﬂ!. a ;-Gm that was made l:-'_g

the Department of Family ond Commumity Serices, wnd
recently acknowledged that the Federal Gavernment's
youth wehsite, the scurce, was not the ploee for
discussions about government. When ashked aboul the
vemoval of the Talk it Up (forum) section of the site,
temad of Conmonicatinns, Richard Volker cammanted
thal “now there are quite A few sites oul Liere thet do
this gutsithe of govemment. As government there are
resirictivns on how we could run the webaite. Now, other
nOn-gose il wtes [ke Vibsware net have siepped m
o 1 that gap, so {here's kess need for us o serve That
rake.” (personal Cormimun exalies)

Mot only is e a resed for information o be mare
usetul, but also Uee Infunmation needs bo be more
diverse, This was a pesire expiessed by a number of
young people who respunded Lu Lhe Vibewire young
paople and the media survey. IL is futile pushing for 2
more diverse mainstreamn media in an ideal world young
people wouWd be active stall members omamsheam
IRowWs DS, NUNEMBEATINSS, Magadines, journals,
wabsites, on the radie and on the television. This sould
result in more information produced by more witers,
from more diverse backerounds on more wikcs. But this

5 unljkely Another benefit of such a move is that Virewire, in being

a non-partisan space, fur sume young penple s a non-
threatening environmunt thl hey are micte lkely to
engage In

Acoonngly, Young people must make thier own media, in
a diverse ranga of mediums (see CASE STUCIES 5 + &)
There gre many young people with divarse mothvauens
{o publish grticlos and opinign pieces On [ssues that
they arc interested in. As 3 result, aarnative and
independent media Sources have had 0 pick up the
slack by providing altcrnative viows and opinions 16 the
mainstream media. Spaccs ke vibewirc.net and SYN
have emerged to publiah young wiitcss and encourafe
them to publish thelr ovwn information for cach other on
diverse tapics sich as parly politics, policy, cmploymant,
education, the efvironment, trade, immigration,

fnd igenous issues/native title, law, seiuality, gender and
SEONOT LS

Another area that coukd benefit fram an mjection of
diversity I the State and Federal Ekscunel Commissions
The Commissions should also investigale the vialnfity

of employine paopla from other discipines, such &%
marketers, agvorusing managars, Community organsers
and young poople. By including thesa people on thelr
stalt those government bodies will galn a new set of
akills gnd @ frosh sot of idoas an how to senleve thelr
educational role, Proper targeted campaiing ¢an be
davised and implemanted using grass roots mothads of
infarmation distribution and delivered by young poople
ter ther young people, This helps alleviats the autamatic
withdrawal that many young people. particularly
sernndary school adolescents have when prosented with
speakars who they do not related 1o such a5 burcaucrats.

L o But glacing s miormation in an interachve envionmenlt
where yourg prople can discuss rather than consume

_ ideas, fols of ulher young people are likaly to respond lo
Issues in #n ervironment depoliticised and social anougn
that they fee] cumfo table doing so0. The resull I8 an apen
Qlalogue where youny peuple are presenting ideas and
Issues which they and other young people are discussing

ol anad cHicising sme st wach ollier. This cugages the

T much larger group of young people than Wreditiuna)

] methods of young people’s engagement

The AFC shoild also examine the possabidy of funding
dltevnative youth coverage of slection campaigns (see
CASE STUDY 10), Mainstream election covernge is both
written in @ style which does not attract yaunger readers
but rarely focuses i Lhe issues of most ‘elevance to
young volers. Apart from teatting oul the tradition “young
peuple are gpathetic” stories each elaction CAMPALEN
Lhe maiistream media mosthy iEﬁﬂfP‘u yluinger vl ers,
who do not comprive @ vuherent bloc wheh can swing

= S

1k n response to voices and vofes: o pardkamentary committee inquiry into young peopie’'s
i ennogement in democracy in guccnsiond

2 In considanng an Issue likke diversity, il s nol only
divarsity of opinion that Is of Importance. Diversily of

Ldis)



election results and are therefare of no interost,
Elagtlon coverage writlen y-and-for young peopls
can present Grimeal news and iformatlon n a more
Jocossible way, and provide both a civersity of
opituan ard 2 ronge of praciical information agout
cirolement, parics, platferms ane woln g, 1o hekp
yorung votors understand and engags n olection
COMpalgns.

CASE STUDY 5

INTERFACE AMTHCLOGY +
OTHEE PRINT PROJECTS
R AR b i
INTERFACF. an antwnlngy of new o th perspectivis on
contermnporary poliical, culterzk and peTsons| issues was
& print publiganpn published by Wiewire Youth Services
N 206, B owas a oollaction of some of the Dest wiiting

by Australian young peapls fror 2004, Ranging in
scapé fram cntigues of gevernmant policy o discussons
of weeuabivy, will @ powes ful colleclion of prose ol

poetry in between, the Interface anthalogy Shows the
diversly of yeund people’s omniohs fram throughout the
Mostralian sommunity

Include) i IEe wgiks s Actic ks by Filintt Bledsoe,
Zach Alezopoulos, Aaceie| Furer Dee
Lagwenstein, Sen ERNAM, Tom Dawkak 20n KalEnna
Fenkoly, 1hese 23 wiorl WILBTS uncler thirly express
sarng of ihe mosk powerlyl and eompelling iCGas of eur
Feneration.

ferson, Anley

Wgew(re |s qurrently preparing for the second INTERFACE
anthoingy, vsing 3 new, collaborative conten] producticn
submissions progess whare you ng wiiters 1@am Up with
industry professionals to dovelep tirgir ariech: batorne
pubhcation.

FEETEAEA I IFFER AR a e

Raalifo Sron, Fir FaStival 5 & Testival oF voulh fimmaking and
23S it run entirely by and for people rears and yadar
But unlike the 300 or 50 okhor lilm fostivals in Australia at the
raerent. Reelfe s different, 4 wtilises the shor film festival
a5 A farum spectically for vouih expression and ideas. ILis a
platfarm vn whicl youwng people can project thei) concgrnes,
thier BsLes and their achiEvamen:s,

Raglbe 15 [eas aboul showsasing commerdially viabie and
techinically utstanding iwg, and mgre aboul showing films
that ceal steangly wilh issues and perspectives of Australia's
wiung penple, something (hal raeely g
I3rge commanrial clnemsac.

% 1he Sives Socesens ol

Az a rule youn g pacple have e access 10 o contrel ower
mainstream rmedia o1 Lheir portrayal in the modio, Fim s by
far mo exception to this rule. I this enviranment, the guestion

Diversity ic more than additional wvoices; &t need also ma
ir mare diverse mediums. Young poopic cngagc with

a multilude of mediums far transferral of information

= e irtemel, magaznes and newspapers, film, radia,
televisian, lelephonic digital content services — a poind
recpgnised by HREQC in Rights of F3ss286 roport, which
chgaged young peopls through surveys, focus groups, an
esszay competivion and an art competition. Garelh Boylon,
project officer for the report noted that “the survey had

a fantastic methodology, but was quite dry and a hit
inaccessible. they really went for smigll discussions in
facLe groups...and we had some amazing responses to
tho Sompoutions,”

Thest are the mediums young peopke utilise to oipross
themselves, and therafrre, thase mediums should supply
all mfomiaticn young people reqguire, including palitical
information (Ees CASE STUDIES 5 + 6],
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some thoughts on how voung poople engoages

CASESTUDY 6

REF IFF SHORT LM FEATIVA

I

BeComes, ‘how do young people get heard on the Isgues that
Ard iMperiant w ther and 1o teir dverss communitiss?”
Roclite it 6ng answer,

The: vision for Reelife 18 Lo canvass & wide range of shack films
Ihal rafieds dhe coilosal, socic-economeG aod geogeaphi
divergily of young dustrallans, and then our differant pregrams
regenally and natlonally. X 2lms to be a channel for yeung
pROple's diverse WIILELE),

This short film competibion represents voung Australians taking
' ot popedar me o and {reising
to presont and deflne thelr own cullure agd concerns.

cemilrnb of fheir

A of ZUUG, Healfe will 3130 encDmpacs an onling video
platerm o give intermational, 24 hour acccss 1o the films o
young Australians.

@iSdengaged

with porky poltics,



SBANE/VIBEWIRE VIRTU,

STRAIGHT QUT OF BR

A part of Lie Stralghl Out 0F Brislans kleas Program I
2004, Vibewire co-nosled a sarles of three panels which
mado up tha SOUE irual 1nink Tank. Tha panss ideas wWe@
Hied from the program thot was 10 Be held dunng the leelha

Jmerices and e mane prample than coud be physically
ispone kn December 1L S50 octed &% 8 kel

up event Lo1he proader Ideas Program.
TIhE panslswore:

* “ou tan't povern a nalion by Googls!™
which explored

il

L Fpaless o irléas £
new =Lhng
TR ieEs

P DI B

1 Copymrong - which was

o 1o the intest tactes

imaliectugl tapnal ano poundkng out U
quastion 'wan you Keeg your inteliagiual
propery fghls ond share temtea”

AW

L THINK TANK 2004

“What’'s an the
chanpe’ . which

F puburs agendas 1o
was an explaration of
thie feesu it of ok vination, and

ner people who Tiswe plans

Mer.
kel Teuhology Congueati
Hoegaaich Centra ani edil

Eiliolt Bladeos, team member, Craative

il o i

master, Queenaland
Gumssnniina s yosdh

12agement ade
Ganarale ard me !

o Prx gy

Camirmen s (nsii
Gravan Young, Ghiel Edllor, On Lk
Lpirnan
Mark Dowig, authoe of Gasgialke Geltural
Ciivics ang the New Gencrohonalsy
pubished o a
of ideas | ex
sensad ungal

a Creative Commons ShareAlihe hscaos, meang it wid
b les Bua Lo ol el Iy for wider dissermination of the
idazg. It was ks o sinhuled s g Lol Lhe BOOR Idaas
Frogram during \he eatval In Brisgana.
The zing

=
[

waikibie trom the Undergrowth Digi-2hes

hitoywww: indergrowth.o ¢

in ‘esponse fo voices ond voles o parkamentary
Y engagement in Aemocracy in queensiand

l.r',.- . |

L
_—

more engug
Ine aovantage of the intemet ks that & it s less
production costs than other media outiats, making

it more aubstontiablo, AMso itis 3 mors readily
adaptabile medium which, a8 Lesctbroo ke natas, young
peaple now are more acutcly oware of posl frodern
ways of negotiating information. | hey are sCCpUcal

of sourcas of information. They examing contont

and aenept af rajoct information. Ther caratully
sefect and suhtly ehange information to it their
understanding, and inferpratalive framework. This
kind of informational engagement necds @ medum
that is fsahle encugh to be regularty updatcd. cdilod
and altered. Vibewire is an illustration in peint of this
fart

Mary young people have rever constdered or are not
irteresled in publishing a ticles and opinion pirces
That does nul inean ey are nok conserned with 1he
subject malter of hese issues. By daveloping spaces
that publish more useful amd dverse miomation
and fusing that with multiphe Tayers of nbeiacla g
with the Information, the result & an envirgnmenl o
discussion rathar than presenistion of infgamatbon; 8
space where pesple reag Infermatton, € cmrmenk
it, chitleise (1, analyae it and generally Bngage with it
Whowlro's uee of Intaarated commaentng soltware
as well ag informal publishing mathods such as a
torum and Blogging technalery pravide othar wWays of
engaging with the content published on Vibawire.net

Taking o step away from puglshing. othcr outits for
engaging young, prople #xist. Seminers, sCrecnings
with workshops, ioundtables and pane! JisuSSnns
ail provioe a space In which young peophe Cani be
imvolved n discuscions. SO0E s ideas pogram (sed
CASL SIULY () §Crvea 05 @ E00d CHO TR, ANGTRer,
more multeplatiarm example is Sanduary, which
was a print publlaation, online resoutce manual and
a series of panels [ses CASE STV 8). Also e the
recenl VU think tank hasted on Vibewire nal

rommitiee inquiry info young pcop'c's



Vibawirg alks hooted 2 sgrias of enling paner adund
Sanciuan, a mind mag publicalion distnbuted nauonaily
through AveniCard on rﬂumn:mlura.h'srr aad |mrr-|-ﬂra+.cr

TG s pacﬂ 10 ONCOUIAER COVEISIN0NE
argund the issues being addressed by the drtides. Such
discussions irduded:

* "iligrant Past. Migrant Present, And Lhe
Festpar=™": welvin-ds weeass can zaploralion of

gxisting Immigration policy and alicrmat we

Futures of immigration

“Groating the groat Australion mukt

idemlity”™: and unravalling of ldentity and

mbticulturalism in Australia

“The Parsunal is Polibicel ™ @ space o

snecdotal experfences of mullculiural

Australia

SpEAKEr NG uded:

3 The Houn Laurie Ferpus
R SrEr TOr !rnmigra an

Miea Wrablewsiil, human nghls and
envirgnmantal gativist
Tamn Milssan, econaniis
Thao Phlisrn, Viedrmn e
the Western Young Peop
|r'||:|EIFIE!I'IﬂEI'|'. Metwatk {WYPIN)

wfrant of

1hao Mawyan, Youlh Cnar of the kihnig
Communiics’ Council of NSW, past
Australian Youth Ropresontatve to tho
LUnited Nations General Aasemily
Amdeea | ancarews, Cmatian immigra nt

CASE STUDY &

SANCTUARY + QOMNIINF PAN

Donee Sun, codourer, Honsy Roasted TV
Mamara Lies, pumals), Hanona®
mdigerous Times

Corwenor

e sk
jitee of the Foundalon fo1 Young
Bisiradiants
530 Amn (3L BUomiese poliical aTlast
who immigrated to Australo

Se nutumry i dicied & bwn-pat Resowice Guide. The
fir st part was 3 guide on muliculturalism outhning he
nistory of Australian muiticuliuial policy, ethnic and racial
di igriminaton, posimilalion theary and multisulturalsm
B2 i happena now, The second was & guidt oan
irr reigration that outlined the role of immigration and

iy, raluges and asylum seshers, inmigration

Al orgarn matkrs a @ Dislury of Sostialize
i migraniasn policy including an analysls of The Wil
A atiala Bolicy,

Sometimes i3sues thal affect voung poople
corie miaund that Are ned anly contertiogs bt

running virtgal think tanks {in a simelar vein 1o the

apltlons on the same topic could be publmhod as
A sertes o allow for multi-lateral discussion. Each
artiche is clearly marked as pan of the think tank to
1 iginibaior continuity and o bebeeen the

The first think lank was arogid U propesed
VolJmaty Studant Unicnlsm (VSLU) lssue. Topics
ovcrcd by the YSU [hmk Tank includea:

cormplicated, To addiess suchn issues, Vibewine began

SO0E Thinlk Tank) to provide a 2pace whérg muitple

VSU THINK TAMNK

an auervew OF YSU By 100y Brcnandn, Tormer
Mresicdent of University of Sydney Union | “the
ralm betoue the store™)
di analysis of the Tulure of sludenl n edis

noer VSU by Elllott Bledsua ("The Final
Editonal: the gnm fulure for studen Media
wnder Voluntory Student Unioniam”™) and
Tim Norton. co-edtor of Rebelais {"The Nuture
of Rabelais™)
an #xploration of the etannme ralonale
Lehiind VSU Dy Matt Meer, Industrial aocl
Research Officer, National Unon of Siudents
("More than the price of a ssusage noll ) and
Jack aAlcxkapoulas, VIbOwIrs 'S CCOnomcs
colurmnist {"Mowving cut of the first pe-son™
Tim Williams, atiident media witer, presented
Lhe prolesitial sucidl snd ooty
ramilcations of VSU {*Unig are communiuies;
its computsory”) and Aparna Rad, President of
the ANLU Studont's AS50Ci0000 Cxplprss th
nenpoliical slde of VsU " Marality, Domporacy
anel Anather Way™)
a famipdst codique of VS by lsobelle Ranett
Meyering, Women's Offiger Al Briluesily of
Syl ney. MW Womon g Officer, Matlcnal Unlon
of Students (NSY Branch| {"For wom2n, s
worth fighting VSU")

lebediah Cola, farme UNSW 51udent

Guild- Secretaty.and Treesu er |"Powsr
Cholee and Factibng: & YSU Stary”), Jow
stelia, Editorial Directar, The Studem
Leader, tormar cditor of [horeiin [ Leod
Thing We'1¢ Foreed to Join™) and Tum Tram
Whiy V5L s good far you™ poundod out
the patential benefits of VSL

wost of the gruchkes m the Think Tank were highly commented
on. Some gained comments as long or longer than the published

atticle

tdts)

en ga.ged
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SOMe shnunhi on how you r.g pcopic: cngoge with party politics,
political ssues and policiey in he democralic process
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SIRAIGHT QUT OF I]R'IialthE FEfTI"-.’AI 2004 lDEAS PROGRAM

The SO0 Ideaa Mrogam was designod to srplore Hsues
emerging fiom Bilsbane's inlellectual undergrawth, diawing
on ihe energhes ol indegsr wlent thmkers who don't wind

getling their hands (and minds) dirty putting gredl ideas into

action. The prapram wac about uncousring emarging ldeas
peopie and Blting Lhem loose on 2304°s most vilenesting
malies If was @ jam-pached program of woikshaps,
seiermings, hypotheticals, creative collaborations, debates,
rants &g panels Tl A inclides speakers such a8

w

Antony Loawenstain, Syangy B g
Horold webd@nst, AUSlEalayian pditor of
Znet

lameas Areantokis. coordinator of the
LTS Resane:h Imihative an Intemalicngl
Activiem and foumde of Tie Corivnons
I Sin e

Marni Cordel, ¢o cdibor of Spinach
David Margan. Senior Reporter, Chonnel
&'s A Coarent Affai

Prifessor Biian Filarall, Hear of
Stneol, QUT Law Schaol, project leader,
Uraalive Lommnons Australla

Judith leelond, @ compogn repdar hrem
the sfectianTracker praject, whowas

thist lrst yonsth media reporter tolravet on
John Howan®s campagin e

Eve Vindent : co-organiser of tne Crilical
Culure forum SEres as pert of ko
Wawa Fostival 2004, co cditer ol
SpinachT, and co-editer of the snlhalogy,
Suiappleuh b 3wl

Tirm Blair, prominent cors e v
Glopger who covered the Demucratic qinl

A | AR et ET et LR [ 1 ]

@xperlence writng i fuiure siudes
Fagad Ahrsad, producar of The Fgurih
Estate pragrarm on Sydney cammunity
radio stetion 2SER

Antlvew Hansen + Dominic Knight of The
Chaser and Cram NN

Salengah More, Co-producer and host

of radioACTIVE, B national ogram gn
poiibos and black Australig

Sy Nyland of GRIFFITH Rovicw

Ghnstian Keer of Crikey.com.ay

Miepiin Loch, refogee protestor from
Austratlan Big Brother 20009

Ur Isngtan Lyone, lecluresr on fopd palitics
AL Grftitn Univessaby

Andrew Monk. CEG of fhe Fologicol
Farmners Federation

Trgregs Wikson, corporal is Bw iBotnner
at Griffith Universmy

The propram an panals on e rangc of Wemos inG iy ding:

.‘J\.

*

Thie Mew TO" ar new ideas lor global
L I',H1|.'Irl1-l{'.5
“Thig an and palitgs of eroe™ expliring
art and political activiem

MO Goos polibcs™: caplenngd popedar
culture and political enEsgcmont
“Thes Business of Social Change":
explodfing Lhe dliurs o el
COIpoLations and coporate gthies

The program alg80 ran hinds on waerkghans and an alt
rareers.day to provide people with inforrmetion on

iy putil can Comvantions dllerrialive vardesis

Sahal Inayatullah, futtrists with 20 years

iri response o voices un._j ul,jh:-j (o p:::rﬂrnmﬁn h"rr}.- committes maquiry inlo voun
engogement in demaaracy in gueensiand

] peopic's




Thie Lene it of such veeabs (s thaid they take poldicak
1serres and divarce tham tiom pofities, which aflodates
the gutcmatic reaclion of dicmissal that many youn
penple have swhon issues are made eaphcithy pohfigal.

Foul yoonp people, iy dmd large, lend nok b hink in
traditionaldy polkical ierms, To them, politics duenoies
parliament and Jrolest, Young people’'s interest
politecal ssucs coms for 1he farelrant when they're
comlesluahisod as menes Lhat they care abauk, in Ehear
verres. Thie MakePoveryl istory campaign’s youth wing
has taben this concept and ased it o incredibly powerful
crrls, as the below case study dlustrates.

STRND. = an aduncacy campalgn coordinated by 1he

Caktrerg FOUNDALON (wyhw.Cheoakiree.org), «

five youngd Australizns the eppariuniy 1o 1ake

a3 patk of the MekePovertyHistary sampaign, Work

through schools, aniversities snd cormmunidy Seoups, il

culminated i sinvtaneous prblic displags i Cairns,

Brisbane, SydﬁE].'. Canbarra, Melbourne and Ferth of

more than /O young people on Uelober 24, Standing

in gilenge for & minutes mn respoct of the millcaniim

development goats, the evants featuted 8 high school

strlend speAking aboat each of the eight goals al each
roren 12 Lo T8, e ks

tidn’'t consiter what ihey were daolng as polltical, nor dict

- or then garents - considar the event 12 be 3 protasi.

tearmad up with the United Matiens Youth Assacistion
af Australa, World ¥ ision's Vision Generalion gnd the

Ry diveisifying the wvoices and mediums by which to
diveuss e mssues, hese projects ae nore effectiue at
galnlmg yoith engapement because they bettar reflect
the ways InwWheh young poeole engapt with thersolves
and the issues affecting their lives.,

N
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CASE STUDY 9

STAND + THE OUR GENERATION'S

CHALLENGE RO AD TRIP
Jiocidtrip gadf

ey e e ok i o

Make Power yHistory camnpaigr: o coordingte o rmad
trip of rmore than 200 young people to Canbearra to tark
Lo pobEENG, Bureserate and above 31 each pthar
aloul combating workl poverty, Fou an ot the
participants had ever met an MP. and the majority had

r buzen Lok A. In ke firne in Cantera they met
with mote than 50 MPc and Senators, with sverny young
pelson able 1o meet with &t 16851 Twd MPLrSenators,
These poutg poople wWars aneas it mocracy 1 e
troest sense of the word, Thoy Chose to act dircetly and
in person. grang those neelved an immediate sense of
Actueyvermen Aand interaction of having done something.
But they didn't consider e Lensalues b lave done
anyling poli v, they percelved themsalhves o
b Sirnply and intarsets with the

340 ey felt could do somathing aboyt than,

Prvmmardadd Lk bR ddBEA AR AR L FFFRR Ly En i Ar R mEE arar irrarraaT

some thoughts on how young peo

ple angoge with party polifics,
poditical ssues and policiey in the cemocrostic process

WS enpaged



These case studivs wre cxanples of ways
axisting organsiations are finding new and
innovative ways of engaging young people

B dicyussions about the things that affe
ther Ives. They Dlustrate the dual reality

of palitical engogement for yoUng people:
that young people are interested in political
Issues and that many do not ergage in party
palitics

CASE STUDY 10 details twa Vibewire projerts
that almed 10 (fe)engage young peuphe witl
the political process. These piojgects were
alectionTracker, whith saw young peuple
reporting on the 2004 Federal Election
campaign, and budgstTrackear which allowed
young writers 1o analyse the 2005 pudpst,

Importantly, theas proiccls twincd cvertly
political events inte non-threstening and
engaging spaces which discussions arounid
tie twe svants could take place.

Duting the 2004 Federal Election Witwewire Yool
Sarvices ran @l octionTracker, whict sl (oL youg
repofters {oF “Traciers) aut on the campaign trail
travelling with John Howard and Mark Latham s
reporting back twice-dally 10 wweielectionTrackernel
about their experiences and the lssues of the day.

A Eroup of over 30 I’1||:‘,|".|'-»l commended applicams
from around tht country also submitied regl

stories 10 the sitc. o that freguenily 35 many as
stories were published cach day. these storn X |

mix of news, commentary. policy analyss, satre and
personal blogging. The site also encamposscd voling
and enrglment information, mtormation an major
parties, Q8As with condidates and MEs, froguently
ashed questions, linka, satire. email-s-goltican

CASE STUDY 10

ELECTIONTRACKER

- e T

forms, slong wilh valinge forums offering visiors the
chanoe 10 questian represematives of e najor partias

The project ulilised and developed the skils of 3 core
teom of 10 nditars. prolect and tech soordinaters.
provided the four election Trackers' with A ang
In-a-lfatime oppoTiunity, as well as giving 20 ¢

young wilters the chance 1o develop heir skills in a
chalicrgwig and vory public forum and have their voices
heard an the [ssucs which mattor 1o them.

The fonw trankers wers:

Tim Mar 1,-,.-rr {tracking Mark Latham],
j and reseaich
crmanily seclor
Lativzniny, tracker anc oontriboter o
FUEL
Juddith Iredzngd, backer, aseisiant
editar and pulse coluennst
* Dan Stapleton, tacker

Tha |1'I|_I':"||'iEE!I'It_ and well-writlen commentan produted
oy the Trackers proved that young people awe capabb:
gt thinking and cemmunicating about politss 0 erudite
and engaging ways, and have a voice worlthy of respoet.

Via a set of parlnerships with eommunity and
govornment radio stations 4277 Brisbane, 25ER
Sydney, RRA-FM Melboune, Tdge Radio Hobarl. Radio
Adelzide, RTR-FM . 263 Radio’s Alcheny and
HOd o NAUORGT  wa were a0Ie o reach miuy wns ol
thousands of listeness and keep then better intgnncd
dabuut what was happening an the campaign rald as well
as pravide positive role-models and jmager s of young
peope gatting involved m political Jctivity,
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In IEsponse h..- VOIS s ':lnd vofes o parfiorneiciry commities inguiry infe youny poope's
engagement in demacracy in queensiond




BUDGETTRACKER

TRk ptntes BOelige L L or Ridk pezL fammd
PR PR U AR 1Y S AR VITERTNE PTRRTY B T T
EE Tl 1 DE o LRTI R L I Hl LA A v T B PO - e BT L

RS AR R T LA B

TR N PR o
Loriemheeti i USSR B Traz ko ran fod e soennd
Geers [ ST, poe i s redersan b rapacn i e analysis

iy kg Vs Pl o,

e e e oy s s sloo e cedilor il

Pt s e el et il COr Ca o e A find:

Frihrizaet veoparhoer G e e

- Pl B, e lIon Gt
(o) EH R B T o B B B D e B R g
> Sitleb s bl e Baedee?
et R H R T A B o T N I
* S Do o Cpwaiogy bognmm

GO 3 R, g e Lt

S el Seged neEaeie and

Sencle et e al AU

* M il Bl ol s roportar fined
s bl raske and goweremdndcl
palicy analyst for the Centre tor
International Risk

* Matk Meir, budger repnrter and
Vikiewire pobitics wricr

* Reott Richacrisan. budget reporter
andl law/ jonmalisrn student

+* Symmie Swil, budget reporier and

It Coamine e shudent

BLdgelTiacker alsoincludad a comprehrnsive hodgat
Fa

sorne thoughts on how young

Tha benefit of profeels sueh o these s Lhat they oot
only peerate alernative media on pobilical ssoes dned
Eive aprortunilies 1or young people 1o have a voicg on
inaUos relaled o politics, bul they also ploouce engaging,
it rmiateed ang enterlaining content on pelifical matiore.,
| he nature of thig information makes 1 mde atlragthe fo
YOUME peopl, and importanily, makos (1 mere AGCRssite
to young poopls.

AN ORENINE Cloetan IFackar Style project wodd kave
chormous benchits tor young volers as well as delivering
enormrus aining benotits for young oaemahsis ol
wrilers, oo wou ¢ supper for Judget [rackear,
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people enguge with paity poliics.
polilical ssues and policiey in the democratic process

(dis)

engaged



SAME OL', SAME OL":
TRADITIONAL OUTLETS FOR
ENGAGEMENT ARE UNENGAGING




Thire arg existing gutlets for youngd people 1o be
invoived in the poliical process. There are youlh polticat
mrganisations, for example:

'?‘C' expicitly party political organisations
cuch as Young Labor, Young Liberal
Yourg Matcnals, and Young Astralian
Democrats:

Linited Nationa affiliated arganizations

Youth advisory Councils,

* % %

woueth BEOURS, w2ULh agtion froups and
lertsbey groupa: pnd

'?Ii' Yourh Farliaments

Young people can get onto the National Youth
Royndtable, or various advisory and obby groups that
have a diucet relationstp with governments, but itis
important to recopmse thal these outlets only caterfo a
certain Sind of yonng pecson.

There arg 2lso 3 range of non-government organisations
ranging fram latge MNG0s such a3 UNESCO, Warkl vislon
and Oxfam to small, localised prgamsations that are
alseractive on policy issues. Dut again, these types of
orgemisations only appeal 10 cite gronpoof young penple.

For the rest, most ceg Hittle value in participating

with those ctganisations. Many see them as tigid

and burcaverabe, prédusing fow real 0usomes,

Such arganizations play an important role in youth
engagement, hut they are far from representative of the
entirg youlh body.

...... B R e TR L AR R R R L ] mwmrana arer arTr -

some thoughis on how young people engage with parly poliics,

poliical ssues and policiay in the democratic process

(dis)

engaged



[ e polbaly mabesiod yeung peaple, the Young A

Avalralian of the Year, Youth Ambassadars, the Bachelor

at Folitics stutenls on canyaes, Sludent Councls it

AFEOrIGe on Rariy poiheal Ines, they 3 represaend only

o Proup ol poanf eeople. 'Ji'(' tarepresenl young aeople o the pary
and m 1the comrmunily

to give yvoung people inpul nlg the
palivics af the party to which they are
Afliliater,

I ol a0 bad Wang Shel soomg yound pecpiie aro ouplickly
potitical 1 hcir engageocag, ol that 1= an anportont
rule Ehral oo penpe neerl e play in the political Arena The mae party youlh arganicalions alse prortlise
if yeruth issUcs e 10 eounT for anything, BuL thers: are rAmpARmeg 1of party endorecd candidates i loosl Slate
ingleoot angd unitenticnal repereusaans with thoso ani Feeral electons,
crgnnigc ways of bong polilically engaged.
At o a o afl

Eofare laphing <0 how this eateaory of youth cngagement  wounp people. ‘ ‘ Moy young people
fils within lh.(‘ Femvackcr coomtcad 0f youth cnga gomicnl, this opfion 1s not hecome o rOf"'T'ICﬂ |ﬂ@'ﬁb€f
spe anenticn shonld) Be lrase tocthe ways the preferable, Mary
orgarsaneng wihln the category opatale, yaung peopln
o gk Qikie 1l
i perpoied need
D C rT’Y ID O' | T [ 3 | i Iy become & foemal member of & political creganisstion
i : irical ingtiers. Qlher L
qove I njen‘rdl 1N d in GrOer T spe.aE an pulitical weatters. QLo oo nal ko
i ; 2 ) : z Lhal such arganisaliang cven cusl.
istiiutional organisations
Anolncr oplcn for engaging in political matters is
for YD un g DED ID | < institutional and governmental organisahon that ace
focused on youth issuss, In Quaensland the primary
For ynusg peopke under voting age the anly outlet for gnvﬂmmen.tal organisaticn i the []uee.nlsla r!d Youlh
ongagemenl with Ure pulilical plocess is o become C{-"U’?'C” which 1= part of 1he _YOU‘h Partici pativn Stralegy
ampmbet of 3 politieat partiy or affiliatad youth and is responsibie {0 the Minster respensible for youth,

argamsation centric to a golitical party. Qrgonisalipns
such as Young Labor, Young Liberal and Young Australian 1N feneral, the same young peaple aften show up in

Demecerats do axlst In some areas of the county. Such rnltiple of these locations, As a resull these consultative
organisations, gk of which promale 4 sim k3 missions: mechanigms don'l deliver a represenslive youth voce,
and thaot mest young people neithor know of their
A 1o gducete young peodic on pohtical existanze noy feel comfartable trying to enter this space.
Orocess

% o cnooursge o nd Support young poopie
in getting involved and active

(dis)
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SCHTIE Thnughh on how ycung poopic chgoge W[Th portv pothics,
political issues and policiey in lhe democralic process

engaged



vouth-rdn, government
AIG Vet BYVEITS

Guides Lo Yoling are an irmporlant taof for young
people 1o make decisions at election time,

but they are nptnecessarily the Hast way of
chsUNing thaot gosiseon 15 an migrmaed one.

Ta be more suoresstal they shonld ot he yauth-run,
govermment-ruryouth initiatives but rather youth-run,
government inltathes. And yes, there 1s mare than &
semantle diference batween the two, The former is,
as Elham puts it run by “hard-working burgaycras”
whereas the latter 15 designed 10 b supported by
governments but eperated By yOUNRE necple,

Ewents shiouled aiso hiave maore youth involverent in

the lead up, Commttess of waung people shoufd be
estahblished L Nelp srganice youth events and periods
al public consultation with weung peoole should precede
Hanning 1o gather inforrmation through vadous means
alwnt what ymung people wani a1 "Their events.



FOr some young rople e scope of poltical issues is so
CUC W RIC NG H 05 nuls e off The recent Industrial
Aelations Reforras serves toollustrals the pomt:

Fliy diesas sulh s eounarnics, natiors | secu ity s
L &l naves the potcnaal 10 alicnate young people by
Llr wary natune, Thiess policy d1ees a9 somphigated
vweohs of teEminoiogy, koowdod g and procadural sandg
culberad processss, that all act 1o restrict full acccss o
T sdimscour s dhey goncrale,

Thex vialome: of eforec A o Skal neecks o be Gorcsoperd
Lo s s Uess s i substaniliof and s oo ern
COMpIeatad, The resUll is hat they Decomea daunung,

The rosult s a bwo-lior syaloo of dizinceniivg to bocomeo
engased i thane distaursoes:

] GeRNEs 0 A0S Ar0As 1 M3ingTEeam
otlels hooome domnated by esparls
whi have andn-iopth understandng
of the Wopme

2 e wlarne g rralo e of reforme lare
required to kecome an expert or 1o wisld
EXNpEIT knowledge requires a high lavel
of commatment and time which most
young people cannot afford,
ecariTecally or tirme- wise

T e Do with espert mformatian is that it can
somctimes be imparted with underlying agendas. As a
resllt many young people may be sceptical or critical of
the integrity of information provided by experts.

In gpaces dominated by young pecple, for esample
univerzltles and onling forums for voung people, the
dizeussion tends to be damimated by young paapla with
gimitar cxpert khowlcdge. Ths resulls i an miomdabon
eifect, where young peapte without that leve! of

5OITIC Though’rs on hcw young people engage with pc::rh,r polmch
pulifical ssues and policiey in the democratic process

briow e e Toahd GXPOSIn S TR Daneely, inospus wice,
lagk of wnowled pe and opening themselvos o ndicule by
those wha do hove Shi ke lo dgie

O mam g edvcation n espert feilds, the lack of Acoess
rs cormpuuided by the exisking issues e laloed 1o goiess 1o
caucatlen such s Baxism, racism, cthnicily, soxz ity wed
SO0 L0 NOMc S1HLLE,

T T T R LR R R L PR ST LE R R mamar

(di8)en gaged




CASESTUDY 11

It yavng pooplc had O rehabie, well Known ana
accossible body of mfcrmation on these kings of ALSAID
Tapiie s they monll gain the knowledge to be involved o
perliy desbsbes an Liese kievls of eoviigonients

WAL LIS

ropenily initiated & range of inituatives 1o make aic and
develepment redl and relevant for Austratians, Through
coardinated ard determined campagn, they have reoulll
their website, am public forums on development. held
open public consuitelions on U direclion of the agenny,
N fiimed a doccumentary with Channe! 10, and worked through
tohocls and egucation departmanis to provide profeseional

el L s T e ol LR P i T =
y development on endafmg youngd peapla in giobal isBues.

B3O S PICRIION R 0 W0 propiae it 2
LIEE MR TP d WErY s eraiar. %
e A et RPN T T b R B oAt In pechaps the boldest move [n this area, they sgreed 1o
PR PR L B RO TIGED meet twenty delegates from the Gur Beneration’s Challenge

Road Trip Lo 1alk aboud the Austealing Sid Program sad its
future, Walking into the ropm, the tirel things the Ausall
s1aff supfestad was gatling rid of the panel dEcussion setup
- takics ot the fromt, Dohind which otficigls would st and
an sudience of young people. |n ita plece a lerge cincle was
formed, nin nne behing tables. Nine AushiD staff members
sttended, and for ninety minubes hey ook questions and
critigizme from tha young people presen, discusslons
Fanging trom the ways 10 which ihe govarnment imarkels
the aid program to theis engagement of young people in
thes Australan Yowh Ambassadors for Developmen] {AvAD)
Fingram, fiom recognising | ndigenous land nghts in Papau
SAIE: Taking Policy to the People M Buines du Thg DFOR PRE'S ceiticism of Austalia’s over
EMphasis on povernance &S 8 locatii of O0b speing

A AN, The Bostralian Grveminent s Agency for Internations!

In toliow up corwersatons with AUCALD, they have

and noading "o exp

budgot of more than £ bilhon 1 vOar is :pgr‘.t r&|1 =14t Maktres Fnondation. World Vision'

development are highly techoteal figlds, with sontusion angd wned e Lhiled Mations Youth A<socialion for making

uhgerlamty even within the tiald as how 1o best explain policy acoessiblie 1o voung paople, Morggwar, AUSAID have

and understand the fgld thal eicinj 4 1hrsangl s of PHCHtod, BoIR N wards and aotiong, tnat aciraila € ain

aconomic, social and polidcal ingieators and siaslates rogram ia about mone than statislics and eutputs. s about
shories and relativnships - Both on Ltho ground cvergoeas,

Well awenre of Hhis, AushiD'e public afairs gvision es and here in Auttralia, belween the ager

pulbdic

some rhﬂuﬂhfﬁ an hnw yoUNG peaple cngﬂgc WITh IDCHW DOlIhCS
palitical ssues and policiey In the demoa alic process



S = submission confacts

HIGH VOLTAGE]

1 pea ‘l Ellett Diedsoe

""é&%":’;"x - Ordinary Cormmittes Member
; : . Yibewire Youll Services lng
STATION oGl

0433328462
el bewire. net

2 Sarah Janscn

Vice Fresident
Whewire Youth Scrnces Ing

0408875577
st alviliewne et

Vibewira Youth Sarvicas - Brishane office
Visible Ink Building

54 Berwick Straat

Fortitude Yaltey Q 40086

PU Hox 80
oL e Fortitude Yalley G 4008

[elptdvibiewnre mat
www yibawra.nel
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vibewire organisation profile

L] ¥
Vision
Vitsewme will be the most representative and inclusive farum for Australia’s youth - 8 community where young peopio
AcCcess resolmrces. enfage i culturatl dicoourse, and Smpower themcalvac,
aimes
* 10 provide Australia™s youth with a representalive furum Lo express themselves on what ever is
important to them
* to provige a bread rangs of conteént encompassing 1ssuas, entertainmenl snd resources
* foster the skills, competencies and relationship networks of our toam
* corminually Improve and sxpand as an o ganisatiun
¥ imp F B
% faciitate commumcation bebween youth communitics and individuale
* encoyrdge active nnobaement in the exchange of information, empowering vouth as achive cultural
E
Agants
projects
" Vibewlro ned (s o berrened)) Vibewire.net s an online communlty creatad by poung people fur
voung peopke - a pla‘trorm far people’s endrdy dod irspiration
717 e-Fastival {0 wibsene e ciesdiandl 18 8 contorenee taken onling and demoeratized, taking the
Klea of QEpons presenting papers and flipping it on Ns head
x Reellfe Short Film Fastival {v.-o vic o oo e i@ onling testival of youth filmmaking and
ideas
* SuuareOne (2ol 2o reidsouar o0, SauareOne is 8 new géneration media and arts projcot

and enterprisa hub for Sydncy,

;{_

electionTracker [ vl -:..ii-.--'str:;mhm s youth-created] coverape of the 2004 | ederal Llection

w print projects; Vibowira's prin projects stresm prinks & range of publeations such as INTEFRFACF: an
arithofugdy ol aew poulh persp ectlves on rodfempnrary politicsl, cultural and persanal fsstes
Gt il gt e T ch, Sanotuary, Ei mml-rnago‘t stancs hy yoUNE migrants and refugess fram
non-Engiish _.peaﬁmgbatﬂ-:gmunua{” AL AL e Ao woey) @and Go, an dllemalive inagarme

about travel Not tourism (v il e, 120
dis)

gal‘g e ekl PR R e T R A e e L e T L LT LR TP

Nt rEsUnse ’ro VOICES cmd vales: o pr:momenl'ary commitiee incpuy in m young peope’s
engagement in demacracy in queensiand



ways young people engage

offline networking

Given the lechno-hype tht saiurates rhetoric amend
woung people’s social arrangements those days, one
thing that oftan getg gverlcoked when exploring yuung
peopie’s soctal hahits s the way young pooplc nebvork
thernselvos offling, Sporting clubs, ineros! groups,
cammunity and youth groups, university disciplines,
urversty clubs 3nd societies, art collectives gvan as
irformal things as who young people vecreate with, they
all iNustrate the mighly-networked way that youhg pecplc
retated (0 and grganize themselves and each olher.

Taking 1he example of Tha craative snd youth sectors,
thera's a arming in-poke in the creative and youth
sectars about how "inbrod” ihey arg, This is more than
a self-conscipus reflection gn Lhe comnmumity than 1 1s
realistic. Yet it has some truth, as the youth sector ia
establishad in multi-layarasd networks, wherte people
hrow many others..

Wationally, there sre hundreds of & s organisations
ranging in size, motivations. aims and independoace
from government, Each organisation is a netwark of
creators/apents collabarating for a specific ends.
Hetweon thece orfanisations/netwarks thare I a multl-
Layererd rietwnrk Of people whiooare members of. bave
involvemants with, or arg somehow attachod 1o cther
ragal lisgtivn: which ties individuals and organisations
todether into larger netwarks, Boudlly, scctions of those
hiph y-networked communities are then linked inla
braader commun ities, netwerks.

Unfortunataly pellticlans, political parties and cwen
talthocugh not 1o the somd axtenl) government
depariments, oftices and programs are nol part of

thege netwaorks: If rhose mstiluliores wish o (relengage
young peapls thay need Lo find better ways of injactng
themsealves or ther informaticn mto thase sooial
structires, o they will always conlinued to be cansiderad
‘oltalders” by marn.

the information ecoromy

Technongy is 8 fundamental dirnesion of social change.
Socictics cvolve and tranaform thamselves through

a complex imeraction of euttural, econam ¢, poltical

and technalogical Faelors. So wechinobogy has 10 he
ungderstood within this multdimensienal macrix.”

hauel Caztells in Informationaliam and the Notwork
Sociely

There i3 nt doubt that the \nternct has grepled now wiys
ol creating &nd engaging witl ipformation, and young
paaple are ona of the fastest adapters o technologics |
change. To deny the existence and tho woght of the
irfanmnation econamy wauld not only ke filile, but idiotic.
valug has been added to informatiaon in Whis age lite no
gther. The key feature of this moadel 15 thak “intellectual
and creative ideas [are| packaged and distributed in
different forms aver ot ticn networks.” [Yentorci
2001, bl

Thes irdorrmation econnmy is the berm given to this shift to
infarmaton-based prgduction. Knowledge soan overtouh
induatrial production as the contre of coonomis activity,
Technology and innovatinn hegan to be viewad as an

e e e P R L R R R LR

inresponse to voices ond vates: o pordiomertony commiftes inquiry inta yourng peope’s
engoroamant in demaocracy in cueenstand



fmportant 1ol in the develapment of BUSIRSES, BUt nat
in1he sense of tacknalogy itself, it rather the way
technedagy is used, As Shokni Yontlrcll says,
*wegllb-eroaton in gn eeonomy of ideas s derived far
less than we imagine from the technological hardware
and Infrastructura, Blnce avantually Most 1atlone,

sueh as China, will make investments in largescale
infrastructurg technologios. Hather, it is dependet upan
the vapacity of o notkon 1o contnmwally create content, o
naw forms of widsly distnbuted sxpression, tor which thoy
will need 10 invest in creative human capita | throoaghout
1h¢ economy and not mercly in gadgcts and hardware.”
penturellc 2081, pS)

ldeas were mada intc currendy, with entirg companias,
such as (Gaogle, forming solely aronnd the creation,
arganisalch and acceas/distnbution of 1d2as.

This informadion eaehange s supparted by “A new
techrolegical paradigm” that, as Manue! Castelis {2001,
plEQ| puts it, Doaste thrge features that make it unigus;

] information weehnalogies have
self-expanding nrocessing capacity in
lenens of voluime, complexity and speed;

2 they hawve a recombiring ability; and

3 they have distributisnal flexibility,

What results is an online envirgnment that akle t be
reproguced, reworked and redistributed in 2 multitude

of was; & spacs whers, with the right toals, anvonc fa a
‘produser’, both a creator and & consunar of inta rmation,
This creates a direct relstichship with the infermation

informal digital netwaorks

There is nd denying the existenge of 1he Information
ecancmy. bl as WIRED mageazine's Daniel A Mink s8vs,
“[Ngical, linear, analytic thinking remains indispensahle.
But H's no longer enough.” [Fink 2006, p70) Taking

an inte'esting neurclegical appraach, Pink cleaves

a line Betvwrean The saguantlal, Literal and anaitical
intarmation coonamy and the contesiual, emation andg
artistic concopl economy. Like the brain there arg twa
distinct hemispheres of economic praduction, And ke
the hemispheres of the brain, these economies exist in
duality; two distinet spheres of praduction indepentdent
whilg interdependenl, There are strong links Lhal bind
these coonomiles that facllltate cruelak Information flow
Tram the Creative sacier back int the imformation secior
and technological infrastruciure How into the creative
secior. The very notion expounded by influential thinkers
on e internel such as Lawrence Lassig [see Lecsig
2002|.

Butl what does this mean for young peoplein
cyherspace™ Amidst the formakbsed informaton channcls
online, ancther phenemenon has taken place. Informal,
persnnal social networks bave sprmp ip catering io
loeal, ngtional amg interraltional aodiences and operating
AE generic spaces, gaming platforms such &g World of
Wargrafl and Counterstrike, artistic cemmunitias like
Dewviantart, liKeracy nMnEs or Isuc-spoctiie commun ties
such as Yibewire.net. On these sprawling netwsrks the
most common age proup is 13 10 24 Fach community

s more devedoped and comples than rerely infonnation
deposis, thay are comprised of many Integrated
elements distingl in formality, creative contant and
degroe ot poreonality.

One consumes, allowing them to be complataly [mrmorsed
11 Lhe erirarrrent, o be a part of i

(dis)

Cmmmhdd el by aka b A bR AR AR RIRE | I AARRAN R b R EE AR R ammnaErrns

same thoughts on how young people engage with party poftics,
pollicalissues and policiey in ibe demourglic process
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C PLEASE MAYE A BAPE 2006 Hiue 3 waehsire? Link to Mekrider Boobmor Mg g el
wewigarson o AdshyGoogle

6o YEETESEMERT

Mctorilks Jacket e i ;
wowe i BINEENTHUSmsTa MW THERES A REAL CHOICE OF
ADVIRTIS us Live to Hige =~ . - INSURANGE FOR BIKE ENTHUSIASTS.
ARTICLES  Moleroike Hire T = J
ALK VICT Malodike Tyre nteresgeel i ok ertisey so BWenioer? See oor adwvertisieg phge for moe information ond rates
CLASSITICDS "
CONTACT US / aAOLT Ride and Events Calendar Cubaebe
DEAR DER . A wmail inoyonr inber every
ERAY AUCTIONS -« Bdd an Event ] Goto Teday | Search Friday with the next 7 davs of
EVENTS CALENDAR events from the colondar. ..
FORLM DIECUSSIONS Mon January 30th -> Sun February 26th 2006
LINKS DIRECTORY 19h| m i
e BERS LY 1 I Joms  Feb  Mare  Ape May  Jum Your email address
/ Sat Jan 28th, 2006 Tul Ay Sk Ot HWaw Dex
MERENANDISE National Motorcycle Awareness Ride - Canberra
FARTHFR DITRCOLINTS JriGEaT
PHOTO GALLERY Theusands of matorcydlists will ride to Canberra on L ! : RideHassiticatines
TOOLBAR Saturday, January 28 in suppart of 3 calabrity baced Suan Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat W Class 1) Beginnars
motorcyele awarenass fde to highlight a range of 1 2 3 q b I :  Clans 2 Sight Seerig
e irmiporlanl paatan ey e v envess amd safeby issues. - 1nt :
[REE CARLARDAR ] ] G Mmoo 12 15 14 Class 3 Intermediate
3R . ' ! P Class 4 Expenenced
(S TORUNS.: ) Following in the featsteps of the lameus Celehration 15 16 17 1B 13 20 di o Mzanceu
RTTEETTSERERT Rldes i 1496 and 2001, thic national awaraness ride F¥d 23 2d 5 6 27 8 g e g. -
e will bring together a cross sectlon of the 20 I 11 auring L: T I
s8ve time | shop onfine whale motmcycle cammonty in Australia in order to P Touwring 22 Expericnged
Australia's own bring pasitive public attention to the importance of N
: ; i iveps ! ' Signiflicant Events 1haze are aporoxmale and opticnal
ﬂ-ﬂl[l"lﬁ mﬂtﬁrﬂyt’]lﬂ motorcycling and making drivers 'more aware’. 9 el b AssisE v el by g rivles
accessoties Wed Sep 13th, 2008

arganised this time by Sikars Austrzlia, the detalls Mel reler &naiial 5P MHooer

SUP ERS‘TORE will be similar Lo previogs rides with a rozad closure Populdr Maat BEmMTs

an the Federal Highway and a mass ride through the

: ; ; VIC
WA cheering thrang of local residents to Now Partiarment, Cranbourne, McDenalds
TTIL N LY A e ST e House. 1t 15 expected that members of the Faderal Enrritri Gu}liy i
[REn iRl Governmeant will be precent and already has the Lityaale MCDGJI'IB]CIS
1 300 250 450 suppuet af Ferleral MP lackie Kelly. Nunawarding, Me:Ciesrid ds
£ inisann of Biygihe Runwwitha, Modul Serv

The Dasin, Carpark

hitpe/wwwe netrider netl.aw/Calendar/?action=deiails&id=3335 SA01/2006
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Previous Awareness rides to the matian's copital have
secured an enormous amount of posiive matoreycle
coverage in the mamstream media adrgss Australia,
indeed the last Celebration rida featured prominently
o oews budleting and significantly Beatired on the
frant page of the Canberea Times, as well as other
napers and national motercycole magarings.

Az with the Celebration Ridas, this Natlonal
Moloroycle Awareness Ride s expeclel Lo allea b A
lat of pesitive public attzntion to motargyele safety
and awareniess issues as well as ta motercyclng
ittglf, Get your friends to come Bno make this the
bifgest ever.

Ride to Canberra details:

Lanberrat
Morth Canberra Road Chosure Trorm 11 30z, Daparl,
Morth Canberra at 1:002m for Farlizment House

Victoriai
Depart 10am Friday Jaruary 27, from Elizabeth 5t
Trawvel vie Hume Highwsy.

MNSW:

Liverpoal: Depart 2, 30am Saturday January 28
from Cross Roads [ruck Stop Hume Highway Casula
ta canbarra,

Qrange: Depart Sam Laws Matorcyeles Barm

Quesnsiand:

Depart 9am LD Time “hursday 248th from
Willowbank Roceway, Cunniogham Huy nean Ipseeich.
Ride via Mew England Heey. Email

gldvime@bhetmail com Fer infarmation an QLD ride.

Tasmania.:

Depart gprm Launceslor’s Richardsons Harley
Davidson, Bass |lighwey, Prospect, nide will travel te
Devonport to "Spirit of Tasmania™ 1erry pyernight
January 2% o jom Melbourne, Hack Spirit of
Tasmanla on 132010, Contact

tennardai@semt he e cinnean e Tasey ride tebails

hitpeffwww . netridernet aw/calendar/Tacion=detnils&id=333
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wWactgate Fwy, Shell Servo

HNESW

Berowra, Mobil Servo
Lang Cove, Shell Sore
Loftus, Uwval Larpark
McGraths Hitl, MchDonalds
Marallan, MoDonakdy
Stamwcl Teps, Bald Hitl

QLo

Herston, &P Servo
Thaer Ghewfa, Muliil Serwr
Yatala, 07 Servo

TS
Lyntan, windy Pgint

WA
AL
Belrannen, Gull Servo

Wildluon, Shell Serun

MNT

Pleaze CENTACE L5 ko add & pupular

meet place 1o thes list All mpp
mages courtesy of YR Map

3040120086
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*All rides to Canberra a-e informal with emphasis on
salely, Road rules apply and everyone sets their own
pace.

A pumodation: Phone The Carolel® 02 6291 1377
{North Canberra Raad Oosure from 11.30am)

For more details, contact:
Greg flirst
Oraonising Committee Chairman.

02 9535 0s61L ph
canberraride2008@hotmall.com

(Mdged on Thu Jun 9th, 2005 by Brian Dunscembe)
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