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Tnanl, you for providing lhe Commission tor Chlldr"' l'lllnd Young l'eo~1<': " rod Child 
Guardia~ wit> the opportunity \Q provide a r"~iJO!ls" un Ih" P",liaflleni,,,y Cunr nilll!e 
Irlquiry into )'Clung people engaging in democracy in Oueer.sland. 

As you arc (lW(lrc, the Commisoion'$ rnondo.te i3 to advocate, promote and protecT the 
righTs, inter8st~ and wellbeing 01 children and ywng people througho\.;l Queensland. 

The Commi~:<lion ;,; commilt".-j to a<iv""~ting tor the riaht ot ('.hildreo and young pe8p1e to 
"",lively p"'lio:.:i~"tl! in (jQ"""rnmefll deci~ions which may impact upon thair lives. The 
,,1tochcd rc~pon~e cnpturM the GommiM ion po,,;tion in ' '' gard to e "9"glt;g yco.mg 
pE!Ople ,n the democratic proc .. ss in QU<!l!rr.>I",xL 

If yOLl h~ve my further queries please do not r.""ital" to coota.;t J<lSQil Kidd, AlPrincipal 
Advisor on 32475509 or JasonJ;fdd I}ccyocg.ofd,ooy.au 

nn.hefh ,raser 
Commissioner lor Chilcte~ alid YOUJl9 People 
and Child GU<I,rlilln 



Commission'Of Children and Young People and Ch ild Gll/lrdh'ln 

Response 10 the Por liamonlary Committee Inq uiry into Young People engaging 
III dem Gcracy in Queensland 

Inlrmluction 
TI ,,,, Corrmli,'SIU!' is" sldl uh;wyiJody 'N 1'll ~ mandate 10 p r00'1 01~ a nd l"mAr.11le r1\l h'3, 
intereslS ana wcll bci~ of chlldron and y<x.Il'I9 poople ill 0u8oo ~land, lJar\'w l ~ll y Ihusl< 
mQ$t ",.Ii ... " rabl" . The C«nmiuion l.l'~ pnnnty l(l lh(). ... ~ ... ho' 

r.llnnot proled themseNes or heve no one 10 .:teI lor (ham 
live in OUI-iJl'-hOII1It C"d'''' ". <NI .. " li"" , or 
li re fiSlldvanl8ged by disab~lly. _WIll in an i:m latod area. hOm&I~snen. 0 ' 
P"""'Iy . 

Tne pnocipl ts " rdellying 1h .. Unmm""!llrnJ I(J( Children and Yaung P60pc Qfo(1 en/Id 
Gu.'lrctian Acr 2000 arl! !hat: 

• ~ V'H\' child is a va lued me,nbel of society 
• in rl f'<'i,,; nn~ invclV1 n(l a <")111(1 or young persQIl , the ch ild M d youn~ po~on'c 

viaws and wi s hlils sl1OV1<J l.Ie lllk"," il110 ~ ~~uunl in a way that has r~ard 10 Ihe 
child [l nd yoollQ" person's OiQe Md o.bi. ly to UIlOOfGtand. 

In ntldiliOl'l. wcry child ~nd YOU1\\) POrso!1l$ en trUed: 
• 10 be tr8a(00 III 11 way dllll rll~cb Ih" child's dign,(y .,ncl priv~ 
• to becared fa, in a wey that protects Ihechild from h1\l'ltl1lnl1 Jl«II'l104M the 

chlld'3 wcUDCing 
• 10 "xpress the d .ikh oo' ... lIrlll .... 1<l !#ilt"anciS and la halfe them debit w;r i\ in " 

'N8Y h a i lS fair nnd tm ely and promolc3 the child"s P311lcopallon 
• w rWelve inlonnalion anO help 10 enallle lhe chikJ 10 IIx\tl'cise the ch~"'s 

pnl'lI ....... J\'~ 
• la hil;oc accc~ 'o OCl"icctl nccoss~ry 10 m~llho chi ld's n ~\Id~; 1:III(j Ih~I II, .. 

l'II11.ly has th e- pnmary reSjXl n~ lhj~ly lor Ih'" uj'l tmngmg and devek:lpmonl of ~~ 
children , aM should I>G supported in that role , 

n l& rola 01 th l! Com m;ssion is to: 
• MOll ito l. audit and review Ihe systems, pd\de'l ~ nrl rr~ ctil".e, of ~o~ ernmoot 

agc ..... ::iC'S and ether org3ll lSII \iOI1 spocifioo in Ille Com l1li l>l; iOIl rOt Cl lliclrell and 
YouI>'} p~ ;",rl (:twr/ (·;"wmwn Act ;.-'(}oo 

• AClMlc ler a stale·WlCIe COI'MlUflllY VlSllor Pro9lam for ch ildren and J'OUf'19 
paop .. ill alternalllN caTe 

• Ma1ll1a1ll " m ilrl ""~ lh ' '''!Jr'''N, COnctud researCh into Child death':) and provfde 
support fOf tha Child Ooalh Cast:! AW lew Co" wl1illlllil 

• Rt;Q;Iw an d seek to rasolve complllints conr.em l"!) lM rlel,verv of ser'o'lces tor 
chlkflen ilnd young peoplo 

• Operate an emplaym& nI 5(:reeWIIII liysl"", fur P~ lll l" "';shi" 9 10 enter Ct'fIrun 
jYr P. ~ nl r. hiri- ' '''~ te d employment 

• EdUCQ1C 100 ccmmunl1y on Il. rll rlQe of cI1id· rGl aloo fmil ler~ ~'d"J i" g .. I~ k s 10 
Ch ildren and )"XI"'J peopl<!O ~ n(j rlI'!vf'Jnp"'g Ii .~k mallagement ~un t egrcs 

N .'\P'Ct.ICY\POOT~OUO ISSU ESIPAR L COMMl lTEES\Fi,,,,1 r<"'r"""'~ le') )'<l"1lQ people I\nd 
aemoc..-(¥;:vOGc05doc P~1)f'I2of to 



• Conduclresearch and poIio;:y analysis of laws, policies <In<:! other mlliters 
concerned With the wellbeing of children and young people, ~nd 

• Promotll lall's, pokills and praGticas Ihal uphdd Ihll rights, inter-asts ilnu 
welthRinO of ~hi\drP.n!'lnn yOlJCJ9 reorlf!, fl"rticlJl>lrly thooe mo~t vlJln",mble. 

Given the ColTlmis5101l3 mandate, role and principles, the Commi33ion considers the 
linga'~"lmmt 01 young peCVIe in democratic processes in Queensland and t~roug"':tut 
Auslmlia 10 be crucial in fulfi~ing YOUllg people's citi~onship 1010 al'\d allo'Ning young 
people ID have ~ s~y in the fulure of the Stllte cl Oueensland. 

The Commission ~ pfeased to note that the Parliill1lent~ry CommittM;,; uMf!rtllking Ihls 
inquiry giv,m thal1hio ysar marks Dna hundr9d ysars sinca most Quel3nsland WO~ler' 
~"ir1ed the ri(Jl1110 Volp. in ,'itllip. P.leclion~, "00 ~ls() m~rk_' th~ 40th Rnnl'/efMry 01 all 
tndi\lanous Oussn,.landsrs ~ainin~ thal sanle ri\lilt. Th\I CO!11rnjs,.i()!1 i,. plwsoo Iu 110Ili 
thal tile ,nvQlvement 01 young people in the democmtic process in Queenslood forms 
palt uf this governmlinfs agenda, 

Young people in Queensland 
69i"J an Australian ~iliz9n, young or old, dfNTlilnds morl3 than m.m'ly barrill.;kil>q 
for 11 partrcular political party or being able 10 vote, It demands whel 3011 01 
Au,.r,r·ali .. we wanllo c("ale luday andin Ih" lulUfH. J 

Young people in Oveensland 1.-1100' the age of 18 make up 24.7 % of the total 
population', Inoigenous young people m..'l.ke up 5,7% aj all 0 -17 year aids in 
Ou @'en~11Ind. By 2051, th@' popt~lItion of YDung people aged 0 -17 i~ prqeClerl10 
Increase lro'1'l 0.9 m~liol1ln 2001 (0 1.1 million, OverIS.7% of Brisbane's young p!lople 
wAre hr-m in 11 non- r ngli~h Sfl""kinO r:mllltry ''''rl 1 7.9% 01 nri~h"nll'~ ynur'l!) perlple 
sp<lak a lamuags OH1Sr than Er><jish at home. Youn~ PS~tl a~ed up tu 25 YI'"rs 
currently mDkc up 2'<'% of the total popu.lltion'. 

Whil~t lhe majOlity 01 youf19 people in Qucent;land are Gupported by a paren!, live at 
home and h~ve ac('.es~ 10 educaliOl1, hef,Jlh ~ervices ~nd socj,,1 ad;vijj,,~, th<lre IUI! 11 
numbor of Y';)lmg pOOplo o.orooo Iho elute who uro dicadvanlugod to .::om<> d~fOS "ncl 
h,we rlilfir.l~ty ~r.~e~lliCJ9 ~rpmrrilllp. ~uprort ~elYices. Some of the kl'!Y issues llIcing 
thesa young poople ir.clude: 

• Access to secure, affc.-dac.e and "ppropriate long term housing 
• Mp.lmmglul work and 11 r.ompelenr.y hl'l~ed wage ~ystem 
• Accc~() 10 cdlJr.ation and truining 
• A cll/an and healthy environmenl 
• Access to d(ver5e cultural and recreation~llaci~ties 
• A('.r.AAS to il livi"'J ~r.rt working J'mvimnmf!nt tm" twm the thrMt 0/ rhysicllt or 

amo~onal abusB or discriminalion 01 any kind 
• A,;cess to appropfiatlO' mlO'ntal heahh and health selvices, focused 0Il1he soci"l, 

ecommic ar'ld environmental lactors that impact on thoir livos 

L N SW L~gi~1~l"'~ CocolLil H~r"'.",J, 2005, P¥rli~fTl"'I'''y EI""lor~t~" ~nd E"ct,,,,s AmJ,,,rling 
\VO<inQ ag .. ) Bit 

Ccmmissior ror Ch ldl'(lIl and YOLflq PooplG and Child Guardian. 200S, Snapsi..,:. 
J Bri~balXl Cny CollflCil, 2005 PrQ!i/e of young peopl6 in BlisMM, 

N;'.POllCY\PORTFOLlO ISSU E S\PAR L COM '-A ITTEES\Final r"sparlS" 10 )'<JCOl~ pwpl<; "rod 
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• ACCfSsJbie and comprehellSlblli inlUlrnalivll " xm! setV>Ce\ CI"Cl ilabl~ to young 
reor!e, and 

• Inclll3ion 01 young pCC(llc In public policy decision making. In P3rtlCular-,..illl 
~"d: .. r input 'ram 1'OU''9 peoplE lhems""ve~' 

Young people and ineq ual ity 
T11& Al.ISlraliln Goverrll'nI,l1t rl>C9n~y r9porteoJ t() 11,,,, U, i t...J Nalion~ AS$e nlbl~ r"ga,oo(l 
Ihe rnplerl'O"fltahon "I Too I Jn' tf! ~ N~ II OO9 ConvoollOn on ltie RiQn l~ of tile Child wiThin 
Austl al, a 2005 In addition, lhe nUfI iPV1;I1U1fI.",t ~tur 5<J»plied a lepa" ~! !I"'Il 
mnCrn'M "'~ \0 'Ihe lid hoc nSlUre d servICe d elivery tor childtCtl and young pooplll amI 
lh"'ll <;;ufIl(fltflil ' tII; and U ... failu,,,, IQ &dHe~e ~mic chang~ IIm grp!l rf'r ""l',i!y lInd 
equality 01 opponunrty for chrldrcn QOO young people". Funh911Jl1)1 1i1 , Ih\l l~~l ~t..tt/S 
UIlI I ~ ,er(: are 'wo;rea",ng numbers 01 chi ldren anrl young p",,",p'" ,n ",uslre liEl lha: are 
fdcn~ licC Q~Qbuscd. ncglOClecl Of homel&ss°. In addilKl'" ·u,,,,,, i" i, IId'I.I ..... li!y in lhe 
delivery 01 ~~ ,n A,,,,,t rll ~'" Inr the mosl vulnoembfe chlkllEln;;rod young pXlplc in a 
c ountry wnich ~ weaUhy in wolkJly 11111 11111", 

Th .. r...,u, t abu ~!"totS that ' I'<h ~ e thele have been a number of oov..tnfl'""Mt.~ in rel8tl00 
10 chldrcn and young pQOplo'~ p3r1i~patI0l1 , Ih"r" are Gtill significant lij~\licto,,~ ""d 
tokoo ist ic or m1\nipt~ ~tiv" p roee,S!e~ in imfXl r1~nt "rel\s 01 ch~dfen an(1 young poOplc'o 
InVOlvcmenlln society" , 

The CommJ.sion is ru"~,,"'II<.lIl \CIt whilst ~u c.h inequality "xist$ for vounO pe'lj)l ... 
ttl ro UIJhout flustre.lla. ,I w~1 bo (tlf)cult to invc*lo yoong people" trlJ9 democratic 
p"X;.!1,~e ~, The Commission re<:ommeml s that <ld1r".<;,~"'lJ Ihl! inl~llCe ollne ClU s~ty 

mUlt lotm aCfucial pan d any oUalCQy developed 10 anootJr.lgGI lhe I,)4Irtio.:ipatio .. uf 
young Peer*' in democr/ll lC P'OCf'.$_ 

Educ ll1ion /lnformalion 
WII~' ,."vuld :Iot! ECO 00 !M/..,t VI-di/fjfflf l /Jy Iv gel its message ilCm.~S 10 J""'I"19 (>NI(lIIt./ 

ai~Eln tll .. t lh", rol'" of the Eiecio 'a l Commissron 01 QoJ"p.n.~T"nri (I:GG) I! 10 e"'lSwe that 
neapl c arc nwar~ 01 Ql"lI"olmont ploces~es and how thev ca" ~() I O lIilll'tICtlurl" In .. 
Com miss.on recommend" thllt thA !::CG en\Jll.ge and coosult dilcctly wrtl\ young people 
to hoIp delermine Ihe moot approprlat9 1l1atlorrl1 ill ",hid, lu g~t the message !lc r~s 10 
yrxJn() r""'f'lR 

• I\~n.;ariall GrO(ln!;, 2005, PCkiflS - t'OIPlO" Pfllp/fI www.g"'''''''.<IIy_..y/!Iu . ... ''''' 
• N(ltlOnlll (;hk ..... ,." Md YOUlh L~-.¥ CeflVO and Delenoo for Child"", IIlI;>fnahO'>aI. 2Q05.. TI,.. 
"""'''''''~fnm'''''' ~pon 01) lhe IIT.JIlcmctJfatIM 0( Ihe Uniled N:IDont; Con>'9lll/(m ()(Ill» FIg hts 01 
I"" r.hi/rl, - RQht.~ <If lhit ChiJrJ In """Irot/;", 
• NM,,"lill ChU,,,,,'~ ~" .. Ynuth I ~w ~enl rtl and Olllence Jor Children 11"I1<).no.l'O'I:II. ~Wo, Tile 
/JUI "!!,,'Nlln,,-"," ,~po"l an rhe i,,,,,.i>JI'¥Il/,v.,,, r,( Ih ~ llnited N.t!/io!;, Corlvenr",,~ 011 'fl(l H/{/ht. 01 
1/", CI,iid, - 1'19111,. '" 11 ... C"lid", Aurll<llia 
, N;I,llon ill Ch ldr .. ,,1'& alld Yo ~\h Law ClI'nll~ . ,1<1 O"'~ lIce lor Chi",,,,, 1"\"'MI'O'VIi , ~ OO.'i. n,.. 
nOl'l ' goverm1an! reporl on I!IQ ifl'l() lIlmentatl«J 0( Il,w U. ".!.,u N«lions C",' va'J' ioI, on IM A'Jhls nf 
1110 CIWJ, Ff(Jllfs Of rll<' ChlJfJ In ,o,usrrSlla, 

N'\PCUCI'\POATFOUO I$$UES\PARL COM Mt ITEESIFiml '''.".,.-l.I'e to Y'1'''(l 1''''''"' M.:1 
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A~ sl~ 1",,-1 ~, 11 Ko! QU(,!"",~lilIl(I Yuul/, CI,ar!",r '~arlid~<diO!, ul vuurHj poopl .. can take mJIlY 
forms, at a miflimum it is about young people havlllg timely and menninQful opportul1itic~ 
IQ De involwd and h<Jard", 

The Charter slates that il is 'the obligation of lhe Queensland G,wemment 10 involve 
yountJ people in goverrment decision ma~lng processas, regafdlng !he developmanl ot 
r<>I,r:ifl.~, r,comm~ IInrJ MrviCfl~" Thfl Gommis~ion recommend~ thflt the I::CG 
acknowfedgil the government's obUgalion to young peopla arret develop paOOp'HK.H1 
~trat~gi~s that rlli5e MIIlrf!n"'S~ ItmMO yrnmcr l\e0l~~ as 10 why the~ 3houlrJ vote, the 
pnJ(;sss 01 volin(j Imrohl.mt arret thair aligibilily for snr~ling to v(J\e, 

TIl" Cu!lI1Tl"~itJ,, ~8llsidooors lhal EuUt:>ltiuII Qu""nsland, :"ci'ools and univer~ities play a 
crucial role fi promoting and raising awareness amongst youn\l pooplc in tOl'= of 
ernCNling to <ote and ~Iso the ab~ily to e.-.-d provi~ior1ally from the llge 17, The 
Commlssio~ considers that provisional onrolmenl is nat widely known or advertised arret 
i.~ too",tr"" f1(}/ I!("r,"SM!<1 hy mllny ynu"G p"nrlp._ 

Voter registration 
How cookl the ECG ",,,le.,. it easier for young p~opilc 10 enrol ~nd become regislered to 
vole? 

The Cornmi~sion supports the ECQ's dovek>pment of any strategies desigrwd to make it 
"" sifo'r lor ymm1J f"'opl" to f"'rol and becomfl r"'Jist"rflrJ 10 vot,,_ AII1CJ(n~tic reOi:'ltrtltlcn 
TTI<tV help to solve Ihw problem of trying to contact or finu all you' 'g p"opI" of v"till~ al.j<'. 
This proces3 would have to be !!dvertlsed Wlooly so tn!!t young people Hne'l'I that 1hcy 
were >lul()fn~lir.;"lIy ",,,unetl. 

Should autcma.tc enrol~ng be inlroduced, the Commi5sion ,ecomme~ds tllrther 
considera1ion of tM issue of yool'19 people being fin(ld tor not voting, For exampl(l a 
yrluna f1l'mon may h" IlMwII'e tl",t Ihfly hllve he"n ~ IJt()rn~hc~lly enm/ted to vat,., BOO 
TTliW lace a subsaquool fin!>, whiCh may financia l y dis<ldvant<ll.j<' Ill" YW"9 persun. I" 
additlcn consid~rlltion i~ rBqlJlrl'ld it ~ young p"rsOIl does not pay the fine. The 
Cur"",;""i"" W()ukJ "01 ~up>",rl" "y,;I .. ", ill whidl yuun'l p'''~JI .. "' :01' U!'m .. ,,~~~ arily 
come into contact with the judiciill 3ystem, 

FlIrthermofC. the COrTVTIis~ion notos the strategy mentioned in tlw discussion pape! of 
irJp.ntityi ng y"''''g reoplp. through tllX office "I,d motor vflhid ~ "'0 '~tr~titln P~rer~ I he 
Commission considers thio a viable process to h~p suppori YU'-'f1\j p"",pfe """,,,I tu vul,,", 
In addition, tle Commission recommends that young people could De aulomatica1ly 
",~i,;t",,,d ih ",ul ~t III"ir u,iv,""s Ii<.:",'~"" ~ppli<;i<~UII. 

The COlnmi~sion not ... that automatic voting registration may ,,01 engage at: y<X1~ 
people. 0.3 ~omc yDUOg people are unemployed and do oot halle the MWily to own or 
register a metor veh~le, There are also a number Dj h[}f"J"reless young peope without 
fixed addresses that may find it dlffieult to register to yote, The Commission 
r,.,commend~ tnlll the ,CO look I!11\r.r.eptl"'] rJiftp',ing torm.~ 01 icientllir-.I'Ihon for young 

;--_._--
• LlCp~rtment 0' CO<lY(lu"~ie; UH"e tor Y ooth. 2l104, Quocn~lond YOUIh ChQf!Cr. OI.Ioorrslalld 
GO\fe"Yll ent~ Comm~mllnt to [I-.gag ,, ~ wilh Y O<lng reople 
l Oepllrtmflnt 01 Comrr"",ilieR • Ottice tor Y"'Jth, 2004 , DWMsiand Youlh Charier, UweenslMd 
C"'Wefnm""t~ C"nl11~l,..,nt To Fn'J"9i'>g wilh YOJ"'J Pe"f'"' 

N:IPOIICYIP:JRTFa to ISSIJ[S\PARt COMMtTICCS\rn al respun~ kl young ptople Bild 
democracy docOS,me P~ge 5 01 IQ 



Pf"I'IPIe revostern[j1O vote . Tllcro ", ~I be a number 01 disarlvanla!}!I'J yCt.l1!j ~'OiIop1e who 
wil l "';1 ..... ,ts iol' ollllilny Clf the strat~res desiQ.....-l 10 p.no"9 ~ the mnjOI"llY 01 your.g 
people. The ao ij ity to tlcecsc 3f'1d support 'at risk' )'OUrl<,ll!'i'JjJItJ wil 'eQWoi' caretul 
co~;derz. lic<"I by Ihe rea whM rlfIvetrlplr'lg slralegle$ 10 el"lQngc (Ill YOUn<;l oeoP~ 111 thll 
democratic prOCIISS 

Pglling 51"I;onlO 
Hr.", r:rmld !.'le EL"""G ma/le il ca3f~r fOr YOlJng p;-'OpIe 10 cast thsir voIor? 

Many yoong people havO on in d Opth lflal3f1;tanding and tht! alJi!ilv 10 "uows Information 
I .. d~,uluqy .. thin educational Wlling!> and 11.1 hnrTw. r~ CommISSion C«1S1!kI~ that 
developing acccsfiiblc 0 ,vOlin9 syst9lllS In QUllliloow ,d a"u mav help le '11CI~ .. se the 
number," of -,.oun9 V01~ r ·vntinO ~y!ll~ms could be set UJ) In public plJCO&On O:OO:;lion 
day. aUowII"'!I young pvopl" at"J UU,Y l> .. I", do 1>04 have ''':cess '" home r>r per!lOlllll 
m mpr;1 .... ", 10 lIC::esS the ,nterrtellll"lO vote on rtno. 

E-vot~Q J.e.clities cou ld be ~t (l1 lon od al rnabs .lOO shOWing OOJII'~ . ... , i~\lrsl~, libr<vi~ 
a ,1 <1 ot~et mi'jor ~it~ "'here YO\Irl(J Pf!npll! r.OJ"I\)r~g a le. Aoother option COU~ 00 10 
ioc.lto and adver,ise th e 9·votlng 8ysl~rn wilhi" illl"rnel cai,;-s. If it i$ &.imply a milt! .... nl 
log.jn!.J ontn ~ wP.h~I .. . prllv lrtn(j 'denlif'CElllOn and costinQ [I voIo. porh3.ps more young 
poople woul~ find ihi. oplio" '110"'1 ~~ce'O j;ib le. The e-voting W~!em m u/cl.'lM hIIve 
(jA:'II":ripti(;1l!\ of the CIImlidtllea ~o !Mt )'O'.m\j poop!o can make in formed d~lai<.)J l " ... to 
whu ~ , ..JfUf wild, pa1~ 10 vole fo r 

Close 01 rolls 
Da you fhmk ~g poopl8 cwJU /,I", UiS!JUviMl/aged i/ IOO-e 10'.15 no oppcrltmtly /n P.IlmI 
"",.r R<1 p.lP.rlmn <~ ('.Jf/~"! 

The COIWJlISSlon coooi~ lhot the ECG should nm mrTlO\ItIlhe l;t.lHtIll <>I!l iun a .... allabIe 
10 yOung pwp lo? 01 being able 10 CIIloIl0 vntfl 5 1n 7 M~ aller an e loaCtion hCl!l bee n 
C<l~Cd ~l thG optiOll wa~ romoved. b may 9r ~atly utsad",,"layJil )'Oung people .... ha Md 
not yet emored to vol'" Th~ to.r:t t ~1 ~.mg poop"" only have 5 7 dJyr. In v.tIiCh 10 00'01 
to ~e arter an election has b&~l t.:l:IlI."J slu,ld btt adverli!.;oo widely ~ rV.I form 11 '-: II.::,al 
p~ rI 0/ ~ ny .'IIr?1egy alined et relsi n~ Ilworcncss tlmong young people 01 thel ' VI.lI,,'j.j 
rGspon&ib il,I'/ Th~ automatic v,"Iil1g regis1ratioo of you"9 rP.n[lIA. rti~cu ssed prevtously 
tn thl ~ SUDrns5ion. \lIQuid holp to :l.ddr(!SS thiS issu!). 

FiKed Eleotion Day 
no y(\(' thmk impr<lw.rl CI\1C.3 educatIOn .1 I.! WOf/hwhilc rcaSOil (()i' gol'8mmSOll to 
COOOder a dwngv Iv t.~w t .... 1rI 91ec1!o!l~? 

The Comr'lisston ~;u"sidlirs tha t fixE"(! election Mles may ~'IflfklI1 Y<'J! lng people to form 
lIotln9 habits from II young age. If young people WElOe laughl ciOJit;l>l;I<.fu!: .. !i(11 In sdlools 
a. 'u !-li""" liE opporturity 10 part i:: ipali! In mnck P.loction:!. whtch coinctded "".1\ real 
elocllons. Thi:; may cncCUl'3go young pllOJ)lD 10 unOOr,.I .. "u ~ , oJ ackno;rwtedge the 
election pocess aM lI(j ,,,,,, ly flnr.no. 'nloe them 10 pII rtlctpcte In tho VOTing PloceU as 
yOUJ1!j adu"s. Tha JiXG(j 91llClion (Jahls ~ n<.J tilt" i,wQlvemenl 01 the e.:l.CII1IOJl 
def"'!'lrtmf'flt. [lA(f'nt~ lino sCMooa in promolillQ tho imponance of participating in Ih" 
voti ng procass may 'HlL"[Jur;;\ltl young peopl .. to m~intain Ih(,;, r~rll~lf"IlIM In l uture 
elecl1OJ13. 

N'\POI ICYIP.'""I ATFOUO IS"UCb'lI' AnL ~I I I lolo$IFiMi rCOl>Ol"' flO 10 youn~ PGOP"" amI 
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Voting Age 
!>hr)IJ/d tlJP. V()/inO IIg'" hA i£>wAmd In 17 or 16 years') Why (Jf why 001') If Ihe IIllling I1ge 
is Ioweri'id, should voling at Ih" Iowflred «'I<' be wrnpu/"ury? 

DemucriiL y i~ rlol ju~1 ~n idea, an ifwolv6'1nent, /( is <l wn~llunily ~1""'Vemel1t, a 
C<JnSlant d8ily process of communication a.nd 01 ma.king space for 1hc usualfy silon1. '" 

Democratic citizen3hip is the full and cqual parlicipa~on of citizcn(llll; partnOf(l in all 
aspect5 of tile pc;>,lical, social and oconc.-nic Hfe of our society_ This p~rtnership i.~ ~ 
di.1I0'lllc betwcen the pooplo and their government ami is tile essence of a Iruly 
inr)usive ~rd dynamic sociely" 

Young reOplA lire nU,.,n excluded trDm this dialogue To undersland the view3 of young 
P<N~1e NfU!" a<:LlIIalel~ in ,~"nJ tu ~oti"g dnd «nwlmenl msponsibilities, lhe Australian 
Electoral Commi33ion co ordirmted the Youth Elcctorol Stud~ (YES) which inveSlfgolcd 
~ctJth \loting behaviour. The study found th~t young people Were in fact verf interesled 
in pOliical i[.Su~ effecting our communitias and socJolfes. Young people W€re 
r.oncerned with II.Ih",t they considered as 'rear issues, allhough they were no! n~cf,-~s"ri Iy 
intgl9sted in political parties and poj~icians. 

Tl,,, l-"irlGip",s umJ.,.-lvinq th" United N~lia"s Cu"v~"liu" ,,!1 tll" RilJht~ af 11-,., CIi~::J, 
specificBUy art,cle 1~. slate lhat 'young people who are capable of forming their own 
views have Ihe ,-igh110 express those views freely,,, all matters affecting the young 
person, and that Ih:) views of the young person be given due weight in accordance with 
th" !lg'" ilm miltLlrily of llle )IOLlng p"rsnn' The rrirvciples ''--'rlP.rlying ilrtid", I? rellll", 
directly to t~e abil~y 01 young peoplg'S right 10 voicE/lheir opJnions and vot .. for 
cl'Indld ... t"'~ anrt pn'ticllt p"rtip.s th~t milke rter.i~ion~ Which irnpa<:t upDrl yout"ij) people's 
li\l"';. 

Young peeP" are a critically impo!tanl part of our comml-l1ity and sociely h recent 
yoars, gOVOfnmcnt3 inlCrnaliDrlally, nationally and locally ha~e bogur, to look at lhO ways 
in whi"h young people can p1lrticip1lte, be engaged and involved in meanongful w~y<; 
AWawirlg young pooplo to voto 0Il00 ovary fou, yoaro will nol bring aboul truo domocratic 
O1ange for I'oung pMple 

Only thro~'gh 1hc aCliVe invol~cmcnt of young pooplc il1 the political process can ·'SGUCS 
such as yoolh unem~oYTn<'nt and funding fOf education really be ~ddressed"_ Young 
pooplo /alll'lithln a minority of tho population but. a~ with all sectors o( society, the 
mlljority shoJld IItwayS ~nde1lvour to give 11 platform for minority gmlJPS 10 "pe~k ~m 
sMre thei r ,1ews, particularly when it OOnC9f1"1S issues p-ertil1ent 10 thGlll". 

Research cQ~atad trom Ihg YES projocl, indicated that a majur dis~l!.:er1tiv", 'u' YUU"lJ 
people p!'IrtICiflll11n9 in Au~trll llBn rt~nmr.rllcy, particularly through voting. is the laCk of 

~J P'olesso< M"'iyrl Warinq as citGd in c>o~",.nmen( 01 Westmn Australll, 200-1 ·2009,"" Vo/Ix; 
for NI- We~rn lIumrnh;l(l C~ iZ!)nship Slrategy 
11 Governmenl ot W e~l e 'n Au~tmlld. 2(){)4 ·2Q()~, 11 VOICe lor AU We~tern Auslral"m i:;'t~ns~ip 
Sl'"t~ gy 
"W'NN .,.."p_, "'OA(J,?004, Y"'~,g f1Mf'I~ c/" m"nd J.,w~, Vr>firrg ~O" 
" NSW I ""Ji"",",~ ('_J" ",11 H",,,~ ,d. '1Y1~. PMU~m""I,"y FI""I,-.·~I~.< ~n<i F.'""li"", Amp,,,--I"lI 
(vCJtil>g agll) Bill, 
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I IUSI in p:>/;11(".a1 If-nn-r>I Vl')u"l) I'lP.Ofl!e ChlIllIGleused politicians as ilr/; am oromisil 
Oreaksr5". 

TI11I C,-"n,,;'siun WOJId welcom e IUl1hoer lesellrch and d~Gu"~lnn M Ihl:!! i~sue pr10r 10 
forming an opinion in r~ald 10 lowcring the vctir1g age. In addition, tll(;l CUlur1\i~ s ion 
rIK:ornrnends Ih,,1 research lInd thCLIU iollS lake r'"rfl.'ll il MtlO!lall eye l l~ rC\lord 10 
lhl ~ iS~\ic. Tllo Commit!'Jon recommllndil Ihat young p~l" lJ" ~o" s ulled ~$ pllrt 01 
any future discu~s4o ns. 

F.. .. II.JC" to.m in schoOlS 
Tho Cortmissron nole'.. ",,,I wl lih.t L11"1~ are a flUmber of exo!.l,"9 PIOlJ'''rn.o; ~nr1 CUIIIC1JII 
I'Ilre/ldy developed ri nd 1tr"4)lcmcnloo In pllmary and hiOh schoolG, th9re 1$ o:.tIC"'" tlrat 
111 ...... cu,,;cula may IlOI be inlpl~rrenled COMistentlyacIDs."I all ..r:hOnls. both .... i l rWo!he 
31'lIe <lOO pnv(ltc ochooI Sy$ton'lt.l\.n01h8f conoom i& thal onoo "luw ,t~ n;,ach 
secQrll;/ary school. civics .,tuC .. tlOO IDIIy hp.<:omf': nnly an ele<:uve. ThiS mean::; !hal many 
SluOOnl& art' n01 paru~e1ing In cM~~ f;l rJuo:; ~Uu" )"'SI primary School. 

The CcmrlllS~" n.ce'llIllf1nds thal Educalion Qoo~Mlan (j indu..w, r":1V I r.~ e ~lltIO!11\$ 0 
core um! for young people throu~hou l high school. AtlG!1danca witlli" Ihlli u" it cuuKj also 
" clu, \/Ss th" Uni'ed Nalion ~ Convention on the Right 01 lhi! Ch~n, II.IIoWll"Ig ~ounll pt:'OpKl 
10 ullOomtand their rignlt, and how Ihasa lighls form lJar! 01 u,,,;, ' itizenship and th!!ir 
'igh1 tQ partl::ip"l e in demrrJ~ ti t: rrncf!~~"'~ 

11"'5f'!1I.1c/1 conducted b~ the AuStralian ElectOlal COO1misslon as pal I 01 th i! YES IJI<Ji Ol<.1 
fuu, Kl lh,.t half of t,<,.e young people involOled feU Ih,,! y" .. ng poople lacked Itre knO\-.1edQ(l 
IQ understand !he is'J lJC:; and Iho poli tical parties 10 ba ilia !O mak", a thIL"",.:NI ",I.ooul 
how 10 vole or who !O vclle for. Th is swdy r/l.i5en ""'Iar 'l , -r.o~ aboUI th~ rolC of 
formal cduc:alion In preparing young people (0 beoonll> actiVlt cil i.l: .. ns ,1Ild sU'fIPOr1<:!c1 
o ";cs educal ''''' hBng M·onlrortJoed 11"110100 school curric .... um's. 

1 he Ccmmrsston rcccl'lYl"loCnds tllOl 1t\o P3r1iamenlary Commil1lX1 nQlf;l 11 .. 
(OC",,,,, ,,,,ndations an!>ing fre m 'Hands on Parliament" . /I. r.'l ~ illment!l 'Y comml1ec 
inquiry il"lto Atlmioiml and Torres Strait Islandar paoplas' \.larll~-il!alion in OI!~ensland's 
democr.'llic process{'s' o. 
One 01 the key iSSU6S id9ntilif;ld, n \11" Parlia" ","I"IY repo rt is Ihoe 51 '01"19 ~I"\k ti(!lwep.n 
f'I(1 LK:~lion 00 nemnc,allC procea~e~ and lne Mure cngagement and pSl1lc ipalion in su~h 
procll5slls . 

n ,,, 1"1-"',1 r<'COInmenood th!lt Ihe Minls.ter tor r dll r .... l inn (!~Ylew lha rt\tule and exlCflt 01 
C' .... 03 OM citizolYOhip odueallon 101 a.ll 6lucioots in Qu~'slatu.J ";1001$ ar.d coosi clCf 
",1l€'lheo' more CNI be done 1<1' 

• An.'l~e lhm cr .... cs eduC<ltlOn I:; lUughl lo nil &ludeills in QueenslanIJ !od,..,..,!!.; 

"AuGlrobnn EI,:x:toral Comm;St>Ofl. 2005. YOVlh, P~!ific'" E"9"'p,.,tI ;'''IJ V<>Ih19, 
I!r!IDY 00' 00'/ ilV 
: AuSl ,~I",,' [lecl()(~ 1 Comm<3:11Qn , ~OU~. YOII lh, PoMicsl E,~roont and VOling, 
www· .. ~.·an.i. ,." 
I. L",:!is l"t ive A~~ .. ,"ll~ V nf I) "'~n'lt~M, F'Millm .. "t.,y Commrtlee I~QUlry. ~0lJ~. H(lIlOO On 
F'~ rli ~ r"",'l - A 1-",*",,,,,,'1«, r 1"171111 y ~H') AM ,,;)in,,r ""d T ",re.' S/r~it i$l!rndel Q60piO~' 
p~rl/r;ip:JI;'()t' In Ou"""sia,,if:; <if/IIH.x.·'"I,(· /-v<x>lsSt"s. 
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• lI)Clease the eftcctiveness oj the manner in which civies and citizenship 
wucatioTl is taught 10 Aboriginal and Ton-es Slraillslander ~tudcnls; 

• enslI'" that civic.~ ~nd diren_~hip "rltlC"ti<Y1 ind"rIfls /In W1riigenOlJ~ perspective 
and leaching about Al:>original and Torms Strait Islander peoples' eKpt!rier",e~ ul 
~ivir:s 1111<1 ritir!'!n~hip." 

In arlditlon, the rep~rt noted that to enhance 1100 ellCOLJrage the involvemen:. interest 
~rod I'~rtidflatiun ul Al>urit.lillal "IOU T orr W Sir ait 15la"wr peopltr, I'"rticulariy ycung 
people in parMmentary processes, Parliamentmy Educotion Services shoukl: 

• review its programs and educational material to ensure that they am irtelusivc of 
Aho!iGit',,1 M,d T(}fn~~ ::tmit l<;lllnder f'AOflI~<'l. MId 

• oonsWcr wa\13 in whieh Al:>origma! Qnd Torres Strait Islander citizons might bo 
further engaged in p~r~~mentary e<1l1cation, for ~xampl~. Ih rough smaller ""ill" 
parlirunontary activitieS conducted in regional and remote areas_ 

Thl:l Convnission r8commimd~ that many 01 tha stratagics aimed al ",nyayuK.l 
Incti9"'nn\J ~ wmmllnilies r.olllrt 1!1~[) hP. tJ~~rt IMlh i~ol~led ",no ru rill young people and 
thuse f 'Olll cullurally and ~[\4UlstlC .. lfy div","'e uack'lr UUIllJ~, 

To implemeCl! Ihis slralegy lhe Queensland Governme~j ",,,,,rid Med 10 consider 
proviO ng acd,lionalluncJing to the P arMamentary EdllCalion Servicl:lS to support \00 
oovelopmenl and ;m plP.mentilj;[]fI of culturaly ~nd "9'" 1!Pflropri1!1e [1rogr~m~ and 
matarial to halp raise awareness and 8du~ata all young paqJle il1 1ft", ~'DIlHH'.Hlily awut 
the voting process. 

Politicaf PatticsfPoliticians 
How can pdilica.' parties /polificialls restore Ihe faith of yo,mg peopie ill derroCfilryand 
encourage participation? 

Political partiEls and poIi~cians can encouragEl ytlung psople to participal", allll e"9a'l'" ir I 
the vOtW1[l proce~s through ~ctlvely t1!klng an irtlerest Irt i3~uBs IIl1ecting yrnmg people 
anu by 'X" nrlluni<.-.llir'll wilh yourl\J P<Nl'f .. foc<! to lac.... P0iiticians and thE'ir party 
rcpresentollveS need to be able to engllge dweclly Wlt~ young peOple If they am 10 GI10w 
their ccrlCern and genuine interesl in Ihe issue5 imf'~cling upon young ~ople 

A~ slllted in the YtS project. many yoong people felt thi1t ~itirj~n~ were t'IOt t~ be 
trusted, that they were not i ntocestllo in young pllopie and thtly fXlhavBtll>atlly in 
[l~ rlR ment PoIitidan.<; in thi~ ~tllrly WAfe ries<:rihP.r1 hy th" yOLlng peoflle 1!S promise 
l>r~ak~rs, ltars and as pl:lople who say 011e lhiny anu do anoll,,,,,. Prior to vul~icians and 
political parties engagir.g young people in democracy, politicians moy neod 10 toctJ!) on 
,. .. sturil't.I <-''-''lHilullity laith in their ability 10 a<:hi<'Ne the commitments on wh,eh they were 
olected uPon", 

" LCOiclatNe A~""mbly 01 QuccnGlnnd. Pantnmcntnry Co<rvnittoc klquiry. 2003, fla'1<lS On 
I 'arlWnent - 1\ pMlill=nlaf}' inquiry into AborQirrallVld I orr~s SIred ISland~r pooplos' 
f?i!rlid(J.'llr<>n in Q",."n,"'lnci'.' rk>mr.ual'" f?mres ...... s 
"A,,~tr~I""'n F""'''',,,j ('..--.-nm;"";OC1, NI(j~. Ywlil, PoIdir;1>' F"O~O"mt!nl ~OO \-,,,1,,,0'_ 
www_~.-c.WV dU 
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Blllng hvard 
Whl~j Ihe C:Jmml~tOll Bcknowledg«lIM Cuecnslarui GlNmrvnonl'~ altemp1s 10 
pr<Jvi~\i Y<JUn~ fJ~UlJIIi ",,1 10 <J~n ... \ilies 10 haw lheir vaces heard Ihroogh I\(i\t l~my 
group~ made up 01 )'<lung peoplo, tno GENER/\TE wobsile, Minis terial forums, 
~'\ml,,,up)ly en,Jagemel11 proc,nses, roundt~ble repr~5en lillion anti ~1"n A nr 
rcore3entalivc councils, youn~ pooplo's views are Slill quietBr that thi! majorily, 

In 2004, 1110 Ministerial Cooi'lOl on Educa.1ion Employment <t rill Tr " irri '4 ",\0 YClulh 
A!f~ ~~ (I.M,:rrTYA) rl~v ~I"'r>M SI .. .ppIn(J lorward: oonlribuling aJld cnant;ing young 
p&Opl9'S in l'Olv9menl in 9OV9rnmtnr Illa(lui(l\.j"",j <kisiull rnal..:ing. n-a declar2ll ion 
w,.~ ~' onl':fl by an Stal ", and f emtO!)' Mtfl'Sl el'3, Through {his dodJ.' J.llon .111 tJIII'Ils!ers 
cu."'niU .. ...r tll...r~"g pracIIC<lll ..... y\' 10 ,nc'ease {he soo<!I, ~~('Il,c..1I1 "'00 
olTJllOymcn: OU1COl'Tlt':i of A~lralla'~ young people IncludlrIQ 1r\OSQ wno ari! al ll~"' , 
disconnected or in vulner~le clreumsllInt.es 

,,, ..ull,l;ult Aut;h ~i~" !l"~"" ."""'~ ~ r.rmlmtlll!d 10 belle' MIII~fi "g ~()U(\g peoplo' a 
enr"ag(lrTlenl and participallon by, 

• Lnlatin ~ mo(O~ C>pIl ortun i~es ~OI en9'!99o'Tloffi1 in governmAnl rn.t.i-...:'l n mftklr'ICJ 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

pro;; ()() ';() a 
ern~ov.'erirl!.l \f<Jun\l ~~ Iu ~ "rti~il'at .. throvgh Ihe provi5ion of Infom'laIIM, 
training and support, including OIOo.rty defiling rolo~ ano respons lOllltl es 
providirog a range of user frli!ndly p artici~all()fI """-'h"" "",,, and opli.;.lS 10 00,,1 
eo~II!JP !M dlV~W 01 A~'la1lll'~ young people 
sccking, ~al jjng and (c<:O:II;Jnlr,ing YOUrIQ pooplg'S cootfihullon~ 
plovi:ling adaqua lil rt'IAAJr(.'<;I¥ Iu fll\:ilil"t .. yuu'19 prople' s paoiiciplo~on 

pruvili,~ young r .... orJla with leed)ack on decision making O"Ir.m>I\ .. lIrcl Mv/llll 
conlJiOJ1ions M vc occn wken Inlo account and 
doing ~ bl!tler , gnsurill9 ~V~t"lI~ and prU<. ... s.;es.or nWleYflnv ao"od impooving young 
peoples ec.llVe II'1volvement.n OOYerrvnenl occi:iion mtlKing' , 

The Commixion recommonds lhal the Par!)amBnlalY Comml11ee'~ Jlquil V 11110 yt.>U '~ 
p~1e engaging i" dcmocra~y In Q\I~en~1A rul 1ld<nowl l!OgI! 111101 edh.ere to l r.e 
com~lrrl€'ms contal nad In Ihi! WlC eo!!TYA doclarali<m, Slfil-'l.'i"!J (<)"""'u ~T.MliiJ"lirr!J 
I'Jnd r.ilIIn[Jmg ~ y~I.I'lO people's Invo lveme nt in governmcl1l plonlllng and dcc,~ lon 
rnakin~, 

Tt,,, c.".., ,,,,i,'Si<J<, has _lcollwd Ihe opPQ,1unity to r",spond 10 Ih .. F'lI rlillmP.nlhry 
Gommlttee'5 inqwry Into young pooplo oogaginilln democracy in QU99I1ilaro, n\~ 
COl1l1nissioo envi sage,. tha.l our r~pons", 'MU hp. IlIkin iJ ,010 ooll.5<detallon by !he 
Committee as par; of (heir coI'ISuHatlon Pl'OOll55 iIlW U,,,I tt , .. oo5J. I"I"(~I$ 01 young 
fH""lnl .. will hp. c.omtirl",M II.~ 110 kl'!)' fIll!menl ollhe consultation alld rcport1no JlIOCif.A;. 
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