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Thank you for the opportunity 10 make a submission to Ihe Parliamentary Inquiry into Youn!J 
People's Engagement in Democracy in Queensland. The following inForrn:lliOl1 is based on 
the perspective of young people who h<lve been in care d the Departmert of Child Safety 

The yoong people irwolved in thi5 CQIlSult"tIOll were contacted through the Creat!!! 
Foundation, an organisation th<lt supports children and yoong people in care acros~ 
Australia. The Create Foundation alms 10 conned children and young people to e"ch other 
Ilnd their communities; build sk~ls aM resources for c/1ildrefl flfl<t your19 PC"flIC in ca~c: arc' 
cilarkj" 11", ~"r" sy,t""1 IIl10uqh Ill", 1-l,lIti~ip~tiorr of ~hilu,,,,,, "nU you'>q I-l~ople themselves, 

The younq p"upl" si,,,,w 1I1<!ir own lhouqil(s "lid beti",r, "s 1'1,,11 "s ''''I-lre,enl .. d (he vie ws of 
their peers_ The questiollS asked of the young people were based on the Voices ~nd Votes 
R .. s~"s .. Forlll ""d a",ir ,,,sPQ"se~ .. re uutiirv;d below. 

What do young pllopla think about voting? 

Thsre W<lS some ambivalellce about voting generally, The young people stated 'why vote?', 
'it ooesn't matter who wins', 'you dOll'( leel like you make a difterence', 'il d(l<'!~n't lTlI'>~n 
alwthing', However, they 3150 expressed the feeling that voting is importa'll and that young 
people need 10 'put \~ir voice across and stand up for Australia' They stated Ih"l IhAy '\"'''' 
voling as .3 big decision oocause it means that they Mve tCl choose the leader of a country. 
When the young oeop~ spoke of leaders, they tended to refer to world aOO rrationalleaders 
rather than Ihosc within 1he state contc)(t They 011 0[1 reed that many of their friends and 
peers have a negative altitude to government and 'call't be bothered' to vote, 

The younq ~eUJ!I'" irltervieweu stated U,,,t U""y h<lvI'I b~I'In i"spirl'ld (0 vote f,-om 
encouragt!ment of ~rlult~ in tht!ir i vt!s, In particulllr youth workers who have suggested lh<1t 
one parsOll can and doas rnaka il dilferanc9, One young peroOll was irl~pir~d by til~ rnuvie 
",n<i rl,wt!1 'I noking tor A~hmOOi' whl>re ('namr.ip., <1i~c"~~e~ voting ",n<i slIYs tha1 vo1ing does 
count, and t'1e freedolTI Australians have to lIote should not be taken for g'amoo, They w"",,," 
e~tremely interesled to hear that as many "s 52,000 YOlll1lJ p"opl~ di<i rll)tV()t~ in th", L'{X)4 
State E~ction despite their eligib;li1y. 
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Wh~t could the Electoral Commission do better or diffQrently to get its me!;Silg" 
across to young people? 

GMerally, yOtI"9 people $ugg~$ted th"t other yovng people were besl placed to 
cOIllITllmicote with young people. and grab their Qtten~on, They thought th.1t peer processe~ 
were ill,portant to mil1imise the cilaliertg€s posed by a 'g€lIeratiOIl g"p' They suggested 
that young people rni<;lht experience adults as confrontif1g, boring and are ~kety to 'switch ofi' 
and ~gnor" whal the:i haw 10 say, TtIliY th~U::Jht il Inporlallt to COnllllullo.:ate the mes$age 
that one person con malle an impact on the outcome of an election, partic~Ofly wllen 
.,uividu<I[ vol"" dd!.l us! tu "u~h <l "i>lnificdJ,t rIUlnu"J. 

How ~ould thQ EIQctoral Commis!;ion mah it Qa,.ier for young pe0l'le tu emul to vote 
and to 'ilol,., on the day? 

Th", yO<.JIljJ reopl'" b8~~ved lhilt in G'@nerill youl"I{} p"ople M ", d II'> TelAt", to Ih~ rs~ue~ of an 
alllction. and sa8 that Ihare is :1 reasoo to votE! if they ara tQ 00 motivated to enrol an<J lh"n 
vot,,_ Th"y tho\l!]ht thet! it wO<JId be " goo:1 ide" 10 hav", prngri'ffi~ in ~r.hcol~ thill p.xplllin in 
d8ta~ how 10 vota ,mo when:l to vote. al'ld it woukl be helpful if young paopla cwlo rey,s("r (0 
Vl1t"" fit sr.hI'lol One you ng r"rson suggested vi~u,,1 ilrrrn"'r.hA~ WOLJlr! \\II'lrk bP.~t , tor 
example teavision advertisements and posters that feature young peepls 

Do you think: more people would vote If they could do so at any time In thi wilek: 
Je~din9 up to an election? 

Some youog people thought this was a good idea aOO others Ihought that il would not re"lly 
matter, Tho~e who were in favour ~lJQgostcd tl1at the idcn oi hnving to de something 011 a 
pMticular day. in particular 00 a weekend, Wa5 annoying ~nd ;nconvenient They were 
generally 001 supporti'ile 0/ nn Election Dny becoming a public ~kl;)y, pa11culany as this 
.....auld cau5~ ch3llges to Ihe public transprn $ch~dule_ 

Do you think that yOll should be taught "bout voting at school? W~re YOll taught 
about votlnll and 'civics education'? 

This W8S seen to be a good idea, however the young people could rIOt rewll their own 
E!xperiences of civics educatioo, Ona ~O\JIlH pE!rsoo fell that this type of education ',s 'a-; 
important as maths or Er.glish'_ They agreed th<.it it would be a n~3ta~e to present this a~ a 
lesson «bouI 'voti!l'l' bec<lU»'" tll<lt woul<J se"'lTl boring alKl youn~ .,.,opt!'! would not pay 
atlcntion 

They suggested thal one way 10 learn about voting and civ~ responsibility could be through 
.. deu«tin'l pru~",~s, wli",re young p<lople I"'clm cll>oul drK.i <Ji,cu~s the i~$w" Ihat drfl 
impcrtflnt to thp.m, flnd tI"",n rl'JIFltl'J Ihi~ tn Ih'" pn~li(,.I!1 pmr.l'J~s . Other strategies loclllCled 
using special assemblies, pamphi[lts and videos and geltirog a laC<! tl1al weryone kIlUWS', 
tor e~Flmf1Ii>, 8n ",\hlele Qr 8n Auslr81ian Idol to ,11me 11101"1{} "nd talk abnllllhl'J i~<",'" 

1\ W8S bl'J lieved that this process need~ to take place before yovl1!J pearle lell schr1r11 Ann 
before they turood 18 years of oge, to ensure that young people \\IOIJld be rully prepared for 
voting The emphasis here wa$ on attractir<J the attenlion of young PM?1e <lOO then puttin!] 
into plilCC p'oceases where young people Could expk)[e the 'real' Issues :11<1t they care 
"bout_ 
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Should th~ voting 3gO!! be lowered to 17 or 16 years? Why or why [lot? 

Young people !.el l Ihat the 'vnIH'[J 1I!)f': M ould not be lowered boc3use they beWelle yt)UI~ 
peo ple need fa tie mature enough to be in(Qf!lIll<.! ",hell ~le' ~ vote-. For tr.e,n. Ih,~ mP. a>"15 that 
ycunq peopit> ~ to be able to undef,t&ru1 1ht! 1~'UJeS . and know wh~' they 318 voting 
sball!. 

How elln poUtlca: pat1ie:; encou f ilgo young paople 's IIIngilgil~"t in democracy? 

The YQ\J1'I{l ~Ie [~ou;J1'11 that YOUl1g people within political parties and "",lidment \!JOUld 
create role models fur cL!. ... , ~ulmll people and encoorage enoaQ!!m ~ nl in democr1;lCY, 
However. IIl !!y It l~n felt that it is importMI that such paniclp:It!on iE not to ~erli~lil; and tllOIt 
YOl.f1Q peOple In these rd ... ,. <lIt: hlt~ l&d equatly and thalthelr partiOlmtinn in politit;51$ 
nlean'n<jful Wh<!n ,,~ed. Ihe YOIJll I:! peopl~ said th<lt they dkl ,n fEKI I r801dy Of alJltj to , ..... foo' 
parliament tnemselves. They ftlll Ih,ll puliti.:..:.l patJes in gener')l need 10 l .. lt1 OUI about the 
;,.~_ f~G.c by yo<..I"!J P ............ "ncl IO develop strong crlmp;lign!'; based on th8Se ~WI;'1i. 

H<>w can polil ie.ians them5P.lv~' 'estore fa ith of young peop le In democracy? 

TI,,,, young people sugg",st",d that they !ltld thl'lir reers don', oolleve what poWtlcians I>ay. ;,onu 
some would prefer to have fun and socialise lhan talk "bout poIllic$. T~f felt that pni 'tl r.IAn9 
,or" .. 'wholo1 olher class', that they talk 'in AI1nltHo!r la nguage ' and don't ;J.lways 'relate 10 
VOUIl\l peop tc'. They suggested that polilicJinlS nee-d 10 00 mOl ~ down 10 earth and 
<.:<.mmunicate- ""' Ih yQOJrlg ~e in ·real la!l.!J\I ~ge· not like a 'diCtiorlaly' ChlWen In CilIa in 
particular o13llke government reoresenlatiw s talking .. buul t"~l\ 01$ slcrti,.i cs <100 noI rM l , 
letllillg hU"Qt) beings. 

One youny I.I I;I I ~I SuiiQe!; ted Ihcit !ihe ha$ had po5itJve 'WJ'l1'!r~ nces lalking With ~e loca l 
mf'mb<' r~ II.M tlad come to her school. She said this was succlJssl..t lNcause they 
communicated well<lllu li~lel1",d to her issues, and tried to '~\lnnd !lnd take some o.;:llon. 
Actior\ W M' ~tJry Important 10 her - ShC ~:;tot ed that young people are u isi I"'sian....:! by 
consullatlon Wllhou\ a<.:tio" Sho> iilso suggested that these intMI'J{'.t\(ln~ helped her sce her 
,,,,,,,,, I nv> .......... f~ "'., " ,,,, I h ... '1VI" MoI'I(r.I fnTt'lCI IMn label them as POIitloan~ AnotlloK VOU"!=( 
oersor. suggested thaI. il wuu ld tJtI h!/lpful for politicians to s.h t'lre 11>1'11( molivahon lor go~ 9' 
,nto polj~ie., . and tAlk I'Ibollt what they are t\Oping to DChieve. or wnalltley wdul lo ch~nge. 

Have you ... .sed 11"'1' of the govllr nment opportu nities to voice your o pini<ln!i il tJ out 
issues? How effective Will> it? 

TM youn" people consulted are experienced in. <I(lU ~upported by the Create Founl1l'1tl fm. to 
~,,'Ijcipate i1 g<:lvernmerot processes. They ~rnkl! passionately and articu lately about how 
important S'JCIi prooc~xs and Bxpertences h a"(I been 10 ih"""" Olnd how (hEll' s~k \('I 
~U"II'J' I "'hEl" young peQple to participa te Thl'y MI'III:v!d lhat their pD.~~on for :tlese 
PrlIc:!!sses r., based In their own pcrOOn31 experieooos as d.ikJ,,,,n ill care. Young people 
had il lso ilt;l;l/Sw d youth web·s ites such .M Generate. MVAloped by the Offix of VOUtfl. 
Th ... y thnllghl the webstles were useful. ,met In p3 r1icuJar they n"ll:tJltlvl lt!d ~ 100um whete 
yoong poo~!e could 1;;1\ 1J"li"", wilh po li ticians. They s ll9ge$!~l1l'h11 l lhe f~ needed to be 
more op port llf1it,o'! ~ to !lIlk Wi th po litiCians ttboul (l ""';de r:l"9EI of issues. 



How du Y(.lu tllink governm~nt should inv"[v~ young people In the decisions It 
m!lk"~ ·1 What methods work bcst for you - 13C2-lo·f;;I(;II , web b.,sildlonline methods 
or wri lliln1 

Ni. prevlouW menlion!id, Ihe voo r,,", p.oople- involv<!ld are experienoell rn t':ngage:nerH and 
partlClpallon prOCf"!I.<;"_'1. mclud" g web ba:;ed methods. Tr-.ey tu99QSl~ Ih<I! the Lrtnl l way to 
3ppro..1Ch 91"193Qempnt pr0C9&Sl:1i !I; l.Iy IJweloplng me1hods /or reill communrr.;'I1Ion lhat 
;" volve both hl~lrl!} Imd adlOr1 ~lratflGie~. In PQrticubr. they SUC?<:sleC less pap~ 'w(_" k 
;}(ld more Inler3ctiv(l forums. For ilXI;lIlI\iI"" one)IQ'.Jng person expressed hJ m<;t':~ thotJgh rElp 
and he felllh.at cre~live prOCP.~~~~ would successfuly engage yourlg peop fe. Othsr idij<lt> 
included focus groups. 5ma~ groups al1d Ull;! uw of youth evel1t$ sl1d fe~hvals Thl'!y ~reed 
that one en el1ti.,1 component r::i e!terol lve pllrhdpalion for young pceplc iflClu~es support for 
them to prOCC3S OM detxi~ f the .. partlclpatioo , as wO;;11 as 111\1 d evelopment 01 pOSl[ive 
wurkiorll ,· .. [;jtlol1shlps. 

Whal aSlO ilO."" C," o~ ... ncoo ...... gemeom dn you need from govemmenl 10 take 3t 110n 
ilbout the i3sues )'01,1 fed passlon3lle about? 

GeneraUy, yOtll"lQ people soid th3t govemmeni n€eds 10 !,lO lu [ir Q Ilface5 that )IDlIng pe<>p fe 
yaUuir. <lfliJ t;lfl\-l"glir With them in their enVlrOl1merlt F ...... lm~ sug gested Indudcd schools. 
lestlval ~. communi ty IIrouP3 and community agendas. Thtiy fl;lltlh<ll ~si~ive relati or"l!hips 
batwllen young .... oplt; and governrnent representalive.'l ;H1Il't~M!ntra l 

What rola can fam ily .. nd Iri.tnd s play in getting young people lI"live and involved In 
d emocrllCy? 

Pe",~ Wftlf\ Molln ~~ being very I"nporlanl, In both providing opportunities Iw yuu'g peq::>le to 
care about !IS sues <IS """"'I ..... su pport ing each other to part'dp ~t'" Ttlt': young peOj'l le :;t.;ltcd 
that Ihf'y try tn !'ohM!! their passIOn. OM encourage the ir fri ends to parlic1palt!, ., 111 rough they 
recognised that Such palli<.:i~alion 1$ a persOl1al decision for ellc/"1 inrttVM1u~1 

What role can nOn-gOVllrnm~nt foundations or communify org8ni ... atJOns plllY in 
getting youn !! poeopll! IIctive IInd inYolved with democracy? 

Non-goverrment fOl.,d«linn.'1 _ rl) lleen to be csscnli.::ll in fool1t31ing the engagilfl~"t Qr-.J 
pmticip<l1l0n of youru;r people. In p,arl lQ,t\;,r,. ttMty de~cribed l he sllpporl that Ihl'!y h;orve 
receive.: "cm the Create FOfln rt;rlmn and how emp(M'cnng tho)' h3ve fOIJllC e)fparieIlC~1i o f 
adlioc;J!ing to govemment 0I11Mir COIlCI/ II'" ",nd issues. They 5ug 9i!!'~ted that Ihml.lgh (herr 
personal eX~flenCi!!'S and wilh ~lJ~prII1 from Create. they hD.'IC (leen encouraged to oorr ~ irJ~r 
mld (lc\ on relevant social issu~ 

Sum mary 

In conduSlon. -Mllle youn\:! people l elt slrongly and passim ,.,.(".., atlout social iS5Ues. and 
currl!l1l IN" ." I!!> , 1I,,,,re was some il p.J>t/1y aboulthe fll l"poM! of VOlrn!j. YOUI'Ig people 
"'lrfl"""'-'1l!ritoergy amI entnusio~m ~bOul befng involvlld in govl/flllII,,"'t and political 
IJroce~5lJ$ , espeCIally when II)ilY cOl.lld ,e/ale 10 them on ;r (I"J~t"lnal ~l!Ve l . Overwhelmingly. 
yor.m!] flMrll'I Wi!!'re cal lrng on (hose InVOlved In tile p::u1i arnenta r~ "ysit,,' '' .o be ' real' and to 
communi cate In languayt! 1I1~t lIu.y could u no:1er~tar1d. They empM~I~d [he neM for 
engagement and flMticlpatioo prOCe:;SC3 10 be dynamic aM YOUlh friendly alld [0 tap inlo 
whO! interests ~oun9 people. 
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T hank you once agil in for the oppoOlmlly to repre.,<p.nl t h"' .....,~ 01 young peop~ Who have 
been In CoIl<e ~ HIe Dcpanmcrtl of Ch~d Safely. and ) hope this 5ubmLsso:;n uIT"'L~ you SOn>e 
i ll ~ ig ht in,u ~h"""''l~ 10 'vrther el"lgage young p~op le in demor..r<'<::y ~jl'lr.LlId you requ ire 
oo~ ,tiMaI InforlTllitlOl'l, plea3e do r"IOt rlcsilotc to contact Mr Mic/13el POlWr, Ditect""" 
Strategic Policy :or1l.J R<lS<lilr~h Brand1, on J404 3502. I wish you every Sll':r."'~~ In the 
r.r:mlirlllali<l.1 nt Ir.... InqUiry and I sincerely look rorward to the outcomes, 

YOlIr! sincp-rely 

HON M IKE REYNOLOS AM MP 
M ~nis ler lor Ch~ Salety 




