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Drear Ms Copley

Thank you for the opportunity ta maxe a submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Young
People's Engagement in Democracy in Queensland. The following information is hased on
the perspectivie of young people who have been in care of the Departiment of Chitd Safety.

The young people involved in this consultation were contacted through the Create
Foundation, an organisaticn that supporla children and young gcople in Carg across
Australia, The Create Foundation aims 1o connect children and young seople to each ather
and their communities: build skills and resources far children and voung peonle in cars: and
change lhe care systenn lhrough the parlicipation of children and young peaple themselves,

The young peuple shared thair own hwoughils and beliels as well as represanied the views of
their peers. The questions asked of the young peaple were based on the Voices and Volcs
Response Form and their responses are vullined below,

VWhat do young paople think akout voting?

There was some ambivalence about veting generally. The young pacpla stated ‘why vole?',
‘it doesnt matter who wing', 'you dan't feellike you make a difference’, 'it daas’t maan
anything', Howaever, they also expressed the feeling that voting is important and that young
peopte need fo 'put their voice across and stand op for Australia’. They staled that they sea
voting as a big decislon because it maans that they have to choose the leader of a country.
When the young people spoke of leaders, they tended to refer to world ard ralional leaders
rather than those within 1he state contoxt. They all agreed thal many of their friends and
peers have a negative altitude to government and ‘can't be bothered’ te vote,

The young people nlerviewsd staled that they have been nspired W vole from
encouragement of Adults n their lvas, n particular youth warkers wno have suggested that
one person can and does make a difference. One young person was inspired by the movie
aned novel ‘T acking for Alibrandi’ where character discosses voling and says thal voling does
couni, and tne freedom Australians have to vote should notl be laken for granted. They were
extremely interested o hear that as many as 52,000 young people did not vote in the 20004
State Election despite thelr afigibility.
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What could the Electoral Commissian do better or differantly to get its message
across to young people?

Benerally, young people suggested thal other yourg people were hast placed to
communicate with young people. and grab their attontion. They thought that peer processes
ware impartant to minimise the challenges poesed by a'‘generation gap'. They suggested
that young peaplc might experience adults as confronting, boring and arc likely fo “switch off’
and ignore what they have (0 52y They thoughl it imaortant to commumeake the message
that apg porson can malka an impact on the outcome of an clection, particutarly when
individuat voles add vp to such g signilicant number.

How could the Electoral Commission make it easier for young people to enrel to vote
and to vote on the day™

The young people helirved that in general young people need ta relale tn the issues of an
alaction, and sees that there is 2 reason to vota if they are to be molivated to enrol and then
wale. They thought that it would be a goad idea to have pragrams in scheols thaf explain in
detail how 1o vole and whers to vote, and it would be helpful if voung people could reyisier (o
vote At school (e yoling person suggested visual approachas would waork best, for
axamgle teavision adveriisements and posters that feature young peopla.

Do you think more people would vote If they could do so at any timain the week
leading up to an election?

Some young peopls thaught this was 2 good idea and others thougnl that it would not really
maiter. These who ware in favour suggested that the iden of having to de something on a
parlicular day, in particular on a weekend, was annoying and inconvenisnt. They were
genescally not supportive of an Elcction Day bocoming a publlic hollday, paticularly as this
wiol et causs changes to the public transpor schedule.

Do you think that you should be taught about voting at school? Were you taught
ahout voting and 'civics education’?

This was scen 10 be a good idea, however the young people could not recall their own
experiences of civics education. One young person felt that this type of education s 'as
important a3 maths or English'. They agreed that it would be 2 mistake to present this as a
lesson aboul wvoling” becsuse that would seem boring and young people would not pay
attenticn

They suggested that one way loe learn about veting and civie responsibility could be through
a debaling process, whare young people learn aboul and discuss the issoes lhal are
imparant to tham, and then relaie this to the poltical process. Other skealegies included
using special assemblies, pamphleis and videos and gelting 3 face thal everyone knuws’,
lor exampla, an athlete or an Australian |dol to come along and talk abot e igsne.

It was believed that this process nzeded to take place befora young peaople 121t schon| and
before they turned 18 years of age, 1o ensure thal young people would be fully prepared for
vating. The emphasis here was on allracting the attention of young people and then putting
into place procrsses whore young people eould explora the real’ lasuas that they care
about.
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Should the voting age be lowered to 17 or 16 years? Why or why not?

Young people felt that the vnting age should net be lowered because they belisve youiny
peaple nesd to be mature enough to be informed when they vote. For them, this means that
ycung people need to be able to understand the 1ssues, and Know what they are voting
abaout.

How can politica! pariies encourage young pzopla’s engagament in democracy?

The young people thaughl that young peopic within politicat parties and parlizment would
create role models fur olher young people and encourage engagement in democracy.
However, they also felt that it is important that such panicipation is not tokenistic, and that
young pecple in these rales wie bgated equally and that their padicipation in poliics is
meaningful When asked, the young people said that they didn't feel ready o able Lo run for
parliament ihemselves. Thay fell lhal pulilical parties in general need lo find nut about the
issues faced by young paople, and to develop strong campaigns based on these ssues.

How can politicians themselves restore faith of young pcople in democracy?

The young people suggested that they and their peers don't believe what palitcians say, and
some would prefer to have fun and socialise than talk aboul politics. They felt that politicians
are @ ‘whele other class', that they talk 'in anonther language’ and don't always ‘relate (o
young pcople’. Thoy suggested that politicians need (o be mare down to earth and
vommunicate with young people in ‘real language’ nat like a “dictionary’. Thildren in care in
particular oslike government representatives talking abuoul them as statisfics and nol real,
feeling hunan beings.

Ona young persun suggested that she has had positive expariences talking with some lacal
members who had come 1o her school. She sald this was successiul because they
communicated well and listened to her issues, and tried o respand and take somc action,
Action was very important to her — she stated that young people are disillusioned by
consultation withoul action. She also suggested that these interactions helped her sce her
iacal membars as real human beings rather than label them as politicians.  Another young
gerson suggesied 1hat Wl would be helpful for politicians to share their motivation for going
into palitics, and talk ahout what they are hoping to achieve, or what they wanl lv change.

Hawve you used any of the government opportunitics te volce your opinions about
issues? How effactlve was it?

The yaung people consllted are experienced in, and supported by the Create Foundation, to
parlicipate in government processes. They spoka passionately and articulately about how
important §Uch processcs and experences have been lo lhem, and how they seek 1o
suppurl other young pecople to pardicipate. They realized that their passion for these
pracesses is based in their own personal experiences as children in care. Young people
had also acuessed youth web-sites such as Generate, drvelaped by the Office of Youln.
They thaught the websites were uscful, and In particular they menlivned a forum where
young people could lalk onling with paliticians. They suggested that there needed 1o be
more apportunities t talk with politiciana about a wide range of issues.
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How du you think government should invalve young people in the decisions |t
makes? What methods work hest for you — face-to-face, web based/online methods
or written?

As previously mentioned, lhe youny people involved are experienced in engagemen! and
participation pracesses, including web bascd mcihods. They suggested thal (he best way to
approach engagement processes is by Jeveloping methads for real comawnication that
involve both listening and action strategies. In particular, they suggested less papeiwurk
and mare Inleractive forums. For exainply, ane yvoung person expressad himsalf though rap
and he felt that creative processas would successfully engage voung peopte. Other ideas
included focus groups, small groups and the use of youth events and festvals. Thay agreed
(hat une essential component of effective partcipation for young people incluses support for
them 1o process and debricf their participation, as well as he development of pasitive
working relationshigs.

What assistance or encouragement o you need frem government to take action
abaut the issues you feel passionate about?

Generally, young pcoplc said that governmant needs lo yo lw lhe places that young people
galher, and gnyage with them in their environment. Forums suggested included schools,
frstivals, communily groups and communily agencias. They fell that pusiive relationships
pelwean youny peuple and government representatives Are essential.

What role can family and iriends play in getting young people active and involved in
democracy’?

Peers wers sean as being very important, in both providing opportunities kx yuung pecple to
care about ssues as well 2s supporting each other o participate. The young people slated
that they try tn share thew passion, and cncourage thelr friends to participate, altlough they
recognisad that such parficipation is a personal decision for each individual.

What role can non-government foundations or communily organisations play in
gelting younq peaple active and involved with demaocracy?

Non-goverrment foundatinns were seen to be esscential in faclitaling the engagement and
participation of young peopla. In particular, they described the supporl that they have
received from the Creale Foundation and how emgaowcering thoy have found experiences ol
advacating ta government on their conceins and issues. They suggested that through their
personal experierces and with support from Greate, they have been encouraged o consitder
and act on ielevant soclal issues.

Summary

In eonclusion, while young pcople felt strongly and passionalely aboul social issues, and
curren| eve:ils, lhere was some apathy about the pirpose of voting. Young pcople
axprassed energy and enthustasm about being invelvad in governiment and political
procasses, especially when they could relate to them on a parsanal ievel. Overwhclimingly,
yolng praple were calling on thosc involved In the pariamentary syslermn o be 'real’ and to
communicate in languaye Ul they could understand. They emphasised the need for
ergagement and participation processcs 1o be dynamic and youlh friandly and Lo lap into
whal interests young pecple.
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Thank you ance again for the appertunity to represant tha views of young people who have
been in cace of the Depariment of Child Safety, and ] hope this submissicn olfus you some
msight inla shialeyies lo furlher engage young people in democracy  fihculd you require
addtional infarmalion, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Michasl Power, Diractur,
Strategic Policy and Research Branch, on 3404 3502, [ wish you every success in the
confinuation of the Inquiry and [ sincerely ook farward to the outeomes,

Yaurs sincerely

A D
HON MIXKE REYNOLDS AM MP
Minister for Child Safely





