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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND




Your VOLEE

The aim of this inguiry is to make practical recommeandadions to
increase the intersst and participation af young prople In demacracy in
Queensland.

Tha committae wants 1o haar from young peopla, In particular, bout;
#=  what Is needed in Queensiand;

Thy

7 what will work;

5

[

i

what won'l; @nd

vy

what yau want to do or experience.

We waould alsa like o hear fram all people in Queensland who have an
interest in young people, or in young people engaging in demaocrasy.

Ta hielp you 1o think abouw, discuss and respoend to matters retevant tu
the inguiry, we have set out below some:

¥ jmsues: and

% axamples of sirategios suggested or tried elsewhers.
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Voting Syster and Electorat Covamission Guegnsland

Education/infarmation

It s the job of the Electoral Commissian Gueensland (ECQ) to ensure that people
enrol and vote at edeclions. To do this, the ECC uses education and awarsness
programs {e.g. posteards, posiers and school visits).

mtmmEMdamwdﬂweﬂﬂyrawﬂamssagemm
Yoy people? - ¢ -

Neow |daag

v In 2003, Elections Canada parinerad with Cable in tho Classroom to dovciop 2
new voler education program for students_ including a contest challenging peaple
aged 18 to 18 1o create 30-second public sarvice announcaments of videa talling
their pecrs why the demodratic process and voting are important.

»  Tha United Kingdom Electoral Commission's ‘Do Politics’ aime 10 get young

people involvad in democracy, ft may be accesaed at: www.doooltics.couk. 'Do
Politics’ conducts workshops and events, and prevites resources and training

aecross the UK for young people.

v In Ausiralia, the Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that soma incentives would
atract a lirst vate, Young people said o tax break or the use ol promolional rock
concerts would be the most affective incentivas, hut there was alsn snme suppart
fer the notion that incentivas should not be needed as voling is aresmssi:auy
irat comes with citizenship.

%Iha&_:o_d;!__-thﬁ_._&mm_b ach us »n o
ponticulon_sibjedt  on dhey . coulel do

aduentiseptents . Serid  youth demomoly
Tale b ayes -

Voter registration
in Auslralia, rach person musi complete an enrolmem form to raqistar 1o vots,

How cowld fthe -£00 m.ﬂ.‘e it easfer ﬁ.:lr young peap.l'sr fu Enrfbf and bmn&
A megistaradio vote? :

Mew ideag

b Insome countries, registration is done Ly the government so that people are
antomatically regislered when they reach voting age. An inlernationai report by
the Inslilute for Damocracy and Electoral Assistance, Youth Vater Marticipation,
SUQQEsts UDMEANG registration by the government rather than it being & duty of
each peraon to anral.

v Other countries enzble people Lo rogistcr at a poliing station on election day, or
on-line.

v In Laneds, Llections Canada identities peopls whe have turnad 18 througn
information provided by, for axample, the tax offict and motar vehicle registers.
Tha Chie! Electoral Officor writes 10 these people to ask them to confirm that they
are gligible o vote and conaent to baing included in the nabonal regster.
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Polllng stalions
In Quesnsland, polling stations are usually located in schoole or halls and are open
betwieen Bam and &pm.

ﬂ How could the ECC make i oasior-for young poople 1o cast their voig?

Meow idoas

Inrecent Canadian elections, Eleclions Canada ntrodiuced more golls 'n lecations
towhich young people have easy accass, such 28 near sludeni residencas wnd
univarsity noighbourhoods.

n Canada, pollng stations are open for 12 houwrs,

Delegations frem the Australian Electoral Cammission and Ltie Viclorian Electoral
Commission observed glectrenic voling processes at electlans in the LUSA, UK

and lroland between 2000 and 2002, [ he delegations consigered tho different
aptiona that are availahle, their advarlages and disadvantages ard haw gach
option would suil Austrafia’s vating systems, The delegations recommended e-
viting bg made available 1o cerain classes of votars including voters - Antarclica,
watars in romote locattons, votors with & disabiily and nvorsoas volers (s8¢

Wi aec gov.aul contentiwhativolinglelsetronie _reportingsx.bten and

whnwe aes . fov Ay contentwhatvotine/E-voting_raport .

& recent repont ol the Yictonizn Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Commillee,
Victorian Electronic Domooraay. considerod cicetronie vating. I recommented
that Yictoran elections should not be conducled remotely vig information and
cornmunications technologies in the near future, bot identiiad the following key

advantages of remote vating systeims:
- easy aceess for travellers and disabled penple;

- providing an interface for other technologies such as screen readers, Eraillz
computers, magnifiers or alternative data enfry systems;

- allawing for the sasy and cheap distribution of ballot papess in differant
languages;
- instantaneous processing, and

= allowing voters to accass a wide range of other information while considering
and casling their vote,

% | _think _#he. _poll shaowutd be opers.

Jevi0ea . bhecaunse. school. is. sl
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Advanoe voting

Currontly In Queensiand, it yau can’ vole at your nearest palling boath an the day
of a state alection, special arrangements can be mada for you o cast your vots,
such as by achance voling in parsan or postal vating. Theso options arc available
in only somao circumstances - for example, if you: will ba inlerstale an poling day;
have a diaahilty; or can't vate on that day because of refigious befiels. For further
information, see www.cco.old gov.au.

Do you. Wﬂaﬂmm‘ﬁ@bmﬂmﬂrﬁwmﬁﬁowarwmm
ﬂ #W?Mmdds _:-"? ar Mﬂt@'ﬂfww mwp 1.'0 rﬁé&t aqy,spwaf

New ideas

¢ Inthe UK, postsi voting Is available to any siigible votar on requesl. A person may
apply for postal voting for a particutar slection, for a cerlain geriod of time ar for all
future slectians.

v Tofaciltate voting, the stale government could deciare the day ot a siate election
apublic holiday or sghedute an election fer a day other than & Saturday,

v Infuture. f slectranic voting were to be introduced, for example, it need not be
neceasary to hava an ‘slaction day’, with all woles cast o Lhe same day. Vuting
could take place, for example, gvar an 'slectlon waek',

x Yeq | ik h%{ ol becanusSe
- would St in THen dweiables

_aud_ds_sbmA_d_ue_m_P@-h_c mmmj_ﬁ

Close of ralls
Currantly, after a slale election is called, pecplg have between 5 and 7 days ko
register o vole,
Do you #mﬁmmmmmmrmmmm nppmny
fo-envol affer an slection is cafiod? .

New ideas
+  Prior to the 2004 federz! election, the Sgecial Minister of State, Evlc Abetz
propused thal:

v the clogtoral rolt be closed to new voters on the day the election writs would be
isgued (usually tha day the elaction is announced), and

r  pecple wishing ta change their cnrolment details be piven three days todo 50

This proposal did not procesd as it was nat supported by the non-government
paties.
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Fined election day

In Cueanstand, here is no fived election day for state slections.

A fixed election day could allow improved eivies education courses, mock-slections
and other strategies encouraging young people’s engagament with electinns to he
pianred in advance (zee Mined). For example, a fixed alaction day would allow

civies gducators to plan and conduct their courses in paraliel with an election
campaige.

* Da you think improved civies sdocation I3 & w,:-.vmwma reasan for gcvemment
to consider a change to fixed tern elections? -

Mew idgas

v In Clueensland, etectians for afl lncal government autherities are gonetally held
every lour yaars on the last Salurday in March.

X L shene showgibe a fred._elecdion

Maw voting aysiem
In Queenstand, a system of optional prefemntia] voling is usen. A tast sheat about
‘OPV' i3 availeble from: www.ecq.qld gov.au
L _i-'au hink yaung peaﬂfe woutd ba more. fikefy ra: voto-if the voting sysram
wars ::hanged so that camﬁdaa‘es mnn.fng o petfain issues of mmcu.‘armiemf}f
i :yourg. peup.l‘e wErm more ﬁke!y-_{t_ > ger eﬁected and haw a voics: fn
pamafﬂem? ':- : s -I" - .' . &

Mew idoas

v Appendix D contains a revizsed version of a paper prepared for an innuiry, Hands
ot Parfiarmen, by the Legal and Constituliona) Committee of the previaus
Farllamant. [t provides Infarmation atout gur voting eystem and ways it might be
cnanged 1o provide mare diversity in candidales who might bg slected,

v Asin Doeensland, ihe vating system in the LI makas i very ditficull tor
candidates from minos partigs to get elecied. [n May 2005, some 500,000 school
s:udents in the UK voted in a mock electian to coincide with the generaj efections.
The students voted for the actual candidales. The resufts showed that the
siudents were attracted to parties which ran candidates on conain issues; for
rvample, students whe fzlf passionate abaut the emviranment voted for the Green

Party. Despile lailing lu have a single candidate returnad in the gemeral aleclions,
the Gresn Pary securad 45 out of 2 poselbls 349 seats in the mock eleclion.

v Proparticnal representation voting, which Is used far Senate aiections in ALs siralia,
provides greater opportunity for miner parties to win seals.

N | ould vote for shem. rJ; MPMJ
dhot  the, minon peslly  had. lml:l
_Chec®, _of _ winning .~ Yes . yom% OFq 3
gme port OF  S0URNT
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Voting age
In Australiz, you must be 18 years old to voto. The minimurmn voting age n other
counleics rangas from 1510 21.

Tha minimum ages set by the law for other activities are listad in appendix B,

1 Shatne oty aigh be fowied 1 17 o 16 s 1y e s

votingrdge is keivered, shotld voting atthelowered age bocompulsog? -~

Mew ideas

*in Apdl 2004, fallawing a project on the age of electoral majarity, the Unfted
Kingdor Electorad Commission recommended that the minimum age lor all lavels
of voling in public slectiens In the LI remain a1 18 years for the time being. The
UK Electoral Commission advised, however, that it expected to underlake a
tunher formal review of the minimum voting age within a furthar Tive o seven
years. It encouraged the government to consider initiating a wider review of the

age of majority.

v In 2000, & report on changing sqoial and legal framewarks for young Australians
found that, despite some interest in gatiing mare involved in their cermmunity and
in government decision-making procasses, young peaple were quite reluctant to
claim the right and responsibility of having the vote younger than at age 18. The
majorily (74%) of young paople Inveived in the research said that thay were not
ready or Interested in getting invalved in formal political processea such as voting
beforg they were 18, Their patents agreed, with a majority {61%) suggesting that
young people are not mature enough and not interastad in yoting before they ans
18, and that young peopls under 18 have other prassures tc confront and contend
with (see Carsan, Fitzgerald and Hoche). '

v Compuisory voling was infrodiced in Queenstand in 1914 and by the
Gammonwaalth in 1924, Research by Milner {publishwed in Civic Literacy; How
Informead Citizens Make Democracy Work, Univergity Progs of New England,
Hangvar, 2002) Indlcates thal the effcct of intraduging compulsory vating in
Australia wags 1o bring aboul a 23% averall increase in voting.

¥ |tk shodd be Jowented b
wM__sﬁmpmﬁoﬂg_bgms_e_m;ww,
Qs odooiad ™~ Hne QL)%LMVHE}Q% -
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Education in schools

In Queensland schools, thars Is ne subjest called ‘civics cducation’ or ‘Gitizenship
sdueation’. Primary and secondary students leam abaut democrasy, inclueding
pariigment, governmant and elactions, in a number of different subiects. Students
Alsa experience democracy af schocd, for example through elactions for schoul
wedncil memters andior echool leadars,

Education abnut demncracy
Additional sducational epporiunitles ralavant ta demosracy include:
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v visits io the Queensland Parliament, or o a regional sitting of the Dueensland
Parliament, and educational activitiss provided by Parliamentary Educaltan
Services, and

v elecloral education activities conduated by the Australian Electoral Commission,
such as school visits.

For studente

E‘J What worked  wéill and what - oid -you: anjoy. wnen j.fau fsami .abgut or
exparianced. dammcym your schooi? ~. -

Whiat more ‘eolil; schools | da ta Enmaga ;rdu m ﬂfaire danxmcy and

Lrepars you- S0 rﬁa: }’ou aw mﬂ Jni'onnad and cmf'dem‘ dbouf sﬂgagmg i

damperacy?

Foricachors
Heow: does yaurschmf Enproaht chiss adiiesfan andpraaﬂue demmfm;.f'?
Howeoutd shiidenis be beffar prepiaiad 1 engagd in democracy? .-

Mew keas

v Inpraviows inguiries, he Legal and Conatiutional Commitiee and the Legal and
Constituiional Commitless of the 45th and Gth Parliaments have made
recommendations about civics edugation in Queensland. Similar
recuinme;idations have been made by many other Austraiian bodies in recent
years. A lisl of soma of these recommendations le eat cut In appendix C.

v The Gonstilutional Centre of Westemn Australiz was estahlished to encourege
people of all ages te learn about the Western Australian political system and how
lo actively participara in It. it offere displays on tha Constiiution and aspects of
cibzenshig and political history. The Electoral Education Cantre Is located within
the same compléx, and provides intaractive programs allowing people 1o ¢ost a
vote, giscrver the ariging of democracy and understand hoew the voting syslem
works (see wwaw.ccentre wa.gov.aufindex.biim). Programs, presented in ways
which engage young pacple, ara alsa conductad for echool students visiting the
Cantra, Tedgher resoures Kils compicmaont cach program. Resourcs Joxes on
variols topics are avaiable to schoots in remote areas. In addibon, the -
Constitutional Centre has develaped an 'Out Reach Pragram’ which involves a
netwark of local people in rural and remote areas of Western Austrafia oroviding
programs to students in those areas. Scme programs are specific 1o Indigenous
communitios.

v A Civics and Gitizenship Education website (which incofporates a previous
Thizcovering Democracy’ websita) is www civicsandeitizenshin ediiai.

v Kids Voting USA! is a natfonal non-proflt, non-partlszn organisation that leaches
studcnis about citizenship, ¢ivic responsibilly, demoeracy and political
paricipation. Together with classroorm activities, students are provided with an
opoartunity to cast a ‘ids Yoling' ballot on eleclion day, and they vote an the
samea candidates and issues as adulte. In 2004, 1.5 million studsnts turned out 1o
vole tor prosidential, local and state candidares, Arcas with a Kids Voting USA
program have showed & vating rate for registered 18 year alds which i5 14%
higher than for non-participating areas. See wwe kidsvabimus 2. orgf.

T part of the |v<.|d$ Woting USA service. '‘DoubicClick Democracy” (ses
i ; wao dovelopad 10 allow Eludane 1o

partrmpate in An authenhc voting experiense using a web-based valing system.
The onlinie balints replicale the candidales and issues adylls vobe far, and provids




strdents with praciice baliots which have links to candidate biographies and other
resalreas, About 35,000 students paricipated during the 2004 prasidential
elections,

r  Teens N2 Politics’ s & US-hased website which offers young pecple an
apportunity to paricipate In discussion forums on foplcs such as the scanamy,
loraign palicy, ganeral paiitical issues, animals and the ervironment. Provision is
also made for young people to contribule ta discussions under the banner of “ef

wing chat® and ‘right wing comer’. See wwweleznsn2politics.com/fonims/,

¥ r 1lnrril-i 4ha.+ rmmo %o He. mmriamem-
1! E 91\.«’1?,3 (ol

; ?1 : oboud_ Hne.
demo ey 09141{;211’.55. Mepre ngﬂ.utu_ﬂ_
&Qﬂl&(ﬁty_wlﬂ_ Hhe cummf_ummy_._ﬂaﬂlqg_
quest sSpeokens wonked well i
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The Political System and Politielons

Polltieal parties
The 2004 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested that young
people fead shud out of mainstream parly polilics.

The famar Queensland State Youth Advisory Council lold the commiltee that he
issues addressed by polilical parlies, particularly at election time, are dominated by
thuse relgvant to olaer paama arm our agmng population,

Mow ideas

v Dr Ariadme Vromen, a lecturer al tha Universiy of Sydney, researches yound
paople and politics. She writes that, The one area of participation that remains
lew for young people, and indeed for most Australians, is membership of political
parties. Rather than labelling party membership decline us apathy, we ought o
see how unappedhing political partias havs bagome. And It Is up 1o panies 10
involve a new gencration. This might not be by way of larmal membarahip;
instead, partiea might consult younp pranle on issues relevant to their lives' (sse
Vromean).

v Inthe US, a nationwide study of youth attitudes found that young peocnie wers
aclive in their communities but not concerned about polities, As an ateome of
that =ludy, a strategy adopted to re-connect youtls o damogiacy is dad, Juring
elrctinon campaigns, the media ofler youth-modaratod candldate debatas (e

Makonal Assoclatlon of Secratarfcs of Statg).



T T e A T T T A e a D S T b T R P,
R W T T T i T L L R Y T, DR T AN T

%'f wodd deach Hin r‘IVLL‘J'l'hQJ’!

[ike. demmrmr; 9 gi;
Mﬂf‘fﬂ.ﬂs

uru,"u‘:'ra kids nP-HWBJ

Politicians
Many research sludies in Australla and Internationally reveal that young peaple ara
cynical about 1he behaviour of polticians,

a How can pofiicians - themselves resiere the faith of young people i

Now ideas

+  Dn Aradne Vromen gays that pollticlans only cansiger young pecple when they
present a problem; that young peopla tand 1o be talked about rather than tatked
wih: and that young people's perapectives are rarely included in public debata.
Or Vromen suggests that what |s needed is direct evidence of young paople's
expariances and arguments based on such evideace (see Vriomen},

r  Inthe United Siates, Canada and the United Ringdom, wherc vobing isn't
compulsory, it has bzen shown that contact wilh political pariies and candidatss 18
an important element al "gat-out-the-vote’ strategies. Following tha 2001 Rritish
general election, the |2¥ Electoral Commission identified a lack of vanvassing by
peliticiany as a likely roason for dissatisfaction (and low furnout) amang firgt-time

volers.

%‘_Ibﬁy_%id thnas _and do 1t
wr}tﬁdﬁq& 78,
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Yoing PEOBLE @nd Lhe Compnniily

Being heard

While young pecple may be wrnod off politics as it currcntly operates. many
studics and surveys have found that young peopie are vecy interested in political
i33U&8 imporiant to them. The challenge for governments is to engage wilh young
peaple, and the first thiny that young peopls say is that they want to be heard.

Z? Have yor used any of the govemmen! opporfunilivs (0 voive your opinions
aboul issues? How effective was t?



New Idaas

» In Westam Australia, the Civies and Citizenship Unit in the Department of Fremier
and Cabinet aims o cnhanca democracy in that state through civics educalion
and the promotion of an active citizenry. The goal is 2 communily where all
Westem Auslralians are valued as citizens, where they play a significant role in
selling policy priorities and where they heip shepe the nature of their society (see!

v Dr Ariadne Vromen sugyests that, “Young paople have a broad range of
ecunemic, social, and political experiences’ and that we naed to ‘create inclusive
farms of governance that resognise and build upan ditterent ways of making
communities. Thase in powear need to listen b youny peuple more, and youny
Ertwpla's diverse views and experiences nead 10 be aniculatad in the media’ (ses

rormen.

N Y05 because. ' doing s poli
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Mew ideas

+  In 2003, the Commission far Children and Young People was invited to participate
in & eommittes for the development of a sports and recreation facitily [or young
people on Palm Island in North Queensland. The Commission underiined the
mportance of the committes asking young people what thoy wanted. The issue
for the Commission was not 50 much “how do wa favalve children in the Building
o tvis 1acuy” Dt rather "how do we gef the facility the children wani?”.

+ I 2003, in Parramatta in Sydney, a Youth Jury pressnted young pecple with
practical opportunilies to leam and distuss the diverso intorests and concerns of a
wide varigty of young peoplo across the Parramatta ragion. Marticipants leamed
about teamwork, negotiation skills and the pawers of gavernment. This enabled
them to torm realistic recommendations to support the needs ol the collective
yauth of Parramatta.

The aim of tha Yourth Jury was 1o assisl with bridging racial intolerance and
cultural diversity ameng young paople of Pairamatta.

The recommendations of the Youlh Jury were aimed at key government and
community organ:sations of Parramatta.

X |tk dhe govenrmerrt shaud us8
web  hased {onlime. medhod _and _mone
poie@___ﬁwﬁ__qu? +0 _&r& e
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Taking action
Young peopls want to be actively involved in demaocracy. Voting at cloctions is only
one way of baing invalved in a democratic sociaty.

?}‘ Which of the-foltowing activifias have you catiied out; o would you like to carry

T
nih. S
Yalumaaning FA i
tnittadiog or participalting in a local yowh project L LA
Irittaling o signing & pelition [ =g
Atlending a rally ot protas! 3 3"
Taking part in & strike i oz
Baing a member of a pofitical party 53 4
Beiny & member of a tade union 7] :.'_2{
Being & member of & student union (4] {J_.;}f
Balng & member o 8 nen-govammean)
arganisatien which lobbies govemment {e.g. The ES @(’
Wildemess Soclety, Amnesty intemational,
Groonposan)
Gartacting a politician or local gowemment i @\/
counellor
Participating in & Youth Padiament (A =4
Baing Involvad In a Youth Soungil (A (2
Being involved in an arganisation which sesks o I§q [ﬁ(

repregant the views of yeung pacpls (0.4 Young
Aurstealian Hural Mehwork)

Young people say that to be engaged in demecracy they need things such as:
+  informalion;

» ppportunities Lo actively engage 1n democracy,

v anidea about what can be achieved realisticaily,

«  cpacee In which 10 meat and discuss; and

»  acsess lo he intermet, photocapiers, et

What assisianee or ancouragement do vol nead Fom govemment {2 ke
acfirt abolt fhe issues you faed passionata ahoot? '

New ideas

+  Enshans City Council has developed "Visihle Ink’, 2 wabsite which allows voung
people W have A say in the Cooncils programs, The wabsite costains infarmation
abaui how yoong peopla cais biEve lhenr say, svends Tor youngyg peeple, heks o

i



resources and a forom through which young people can express their opinions.
Tha Caunch has also provided young poople with areas around Brisbane where
they can come tegethar 10 meot and organise aotivities and projeots of interest to
them. Theae areas are accsssible to young peaple and well resourced {see
www vis ihle-ink araf).

»  Tha Vigtorian Gevermment produced a handbook for young people on how they
¢an create change in their community. The handbook provides suggestions on
how young peaple can get active on a project they leel passionate about, and how
they can implement that proioct (200 ww.yeuth.no.gor awbdis! | ¥PSDokE. oofl.

*  The Feundstian for Yaung Australians is a non-profit organisation defficated to
develaping innovative iritiatives that support and empower young people aged 12
ta 25. The Foundalion prevides seed-funding for ideas, proactively seeks ¢o-
funding to support Inttiafives and helps the recipients structure themsolves 0
ensure iong-tenm sustainability. Each year, the Foundation managas 8 parttolio of
grants tolaling about $5 million. At fzast 25% of total grent funding is dedicated to
initiatives specifically designad to benefit youry Indigenuus Australians (see
www yunudustralians.org),

N s e e using  colowred
ﬂaggﬁae_thm_dmﬁ ibtdirg It 4a
_s(hicols . Role. madels  ontirg 710 SQ&OQZL

S
Jgs CAS
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Hew ideas

*  The Youwh Elcatoral Study {YES) found that parantas are regorded by youny
peopic 4s the most impertani source of inlormaiion about voting. Television and
newspapers arg the next mnst important, however young pecple view these latter
snurces with some scepticism,

They coud sit down and el

2biud  Qgeding involved. iy

tics). = Role models

h

ﬁ What. rofe can non-govermnment foundafions or communily organisations play
i gralifry yourg peopls active and voleed willy democracy?

Mew ideds

' Ihe Inspire Foundation {(see www.inspire.org.au) is a national non-profit
fatsrdalion which aims to create opportunities 1or young Australians, principaly
aged batween 16 and 25, to he!p thomsalves and ofners. The Foundation
agdnowiodges that voung people want o make a nositive difference in their own

bl
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livas and in thair communiies. Young people are actively invoived in tha
developrment znd delivery of all the Foundation’s initiatives, Cne iniliztive,
‘ActMow’, ls a wob-based servien that will provida young people with informatlon
and support on how they can hecome involved in issues or causes in their
community that they are passionale about.

v VibsWire Youth Serviees is a voluntser-based, nen-profit youth media and framing
organisation which provides young peopls aged between 16 and 30 with an onbne
taram through which they can access information on & range of topics, participate
in discussions with oiher young people and become involved in the exchange of
information with other young poople (sce v vibewire.netl). Recent initlatives
nciude ‘eiection Fracker (see www elecliontracker.net/etfl which sent yaung
pedple out an the campaign trail 2s reparters in the 2004 Federal election. These
reports were wtiised by six radio stations, 8BS and ABC news.

*  Tha US Au Council iz 2 non-protit arganisation which produccs, distribules ang
promotlas public sarvice cempaigns on a range af issues. A récent campaign,
'Fight Bannequinism’, focissed on improving youth civic engagement and vater
participation. It imolved television and radio ads aimed at getfing young peopls
imoived in issues they care about, voluntesring and voting fsee
www fightmiannaguinism. org).

v 'Hock the Vote' is B nan-profit arganisation which aims to engage young pecple in
the palitical process in the Linited States and draw attention to issues of concern
to young people.  courdinales voler registralion drives and education ettons fo
ensure young peopls axercigs their right 1o voie. Youth culture is harnessed in the
promaotion of is campaigns, many of which tealure high profiic eciebritics including
muwsiciang, actors, athlales and camedians. In the M04 alections, 1.2 millian
peaple took advantage of the organisation’s online voter registeation facility, and a
furher 200,600 registered as apzan of the Rack the Yote Bus Tour acruss Lhe
country {eaa wasrrockthevate som),
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cuideiines for muking a submission

There ie no set form for & submission 1o the committee, Submissions may be made using
the inquiry response form ar in the formn of 3 letter, a substantial papar or a shart
docuyment and they may ingiude appendices. Submissions may conlain {acts, opinions,
argumants and racommendations for action. The most useful submisslons are to the
paing.

The commitica would prefer written submissions, but will also accept submissions an
aldio tapa. For written submissians, typed or printed teixt is preferable, though legibla
hand-veritten submissions are asceptable, Mumbered pages 2nd, for submissions 'n
uxcess of 20 pagas, a brief summary and 2 table of contonts is alea heloful.

Ail submissions must inglude the nama and contact datails of the parson making the
submisslon. These making a submission on behaff of an arganisation should Indiezie at
what fsvel the submiasion haa Besn guthorised (eg sub-commitiss, presidant, ghair, g1

Puldic officers may maks submissions as private indniduals. Howavar, il refercnce is
made in & submission 1o their official postion, it should also be mada clear that the
submission iy made in & private capacity. Subnrssions from govemment departments
shauld be authorised in accordance with nonnal deparimeatal procedira.

Content and relevance

A Bubmission may cover some or all of The issuas raised in the responsa fom. It would e
halpful if submissions clearly atated which 13sues are being addresaed.

The gemmiltee's usual procedurs is to publicly relaase and table submissions in e
Lagislative Assembly. Mot all subemissinns will necessarily be published andfor tabled. The
sommites reserves the right to not publish or table conlidential submissions, or
submissions which ars irrelovant, contain sourdious of defamatory material, or are
othenyige not suitable for publishing. Tho committae will inform you i it decides not (o
agcapt, or not ta awthorige the publication of, your submission.

Confideniialify

The committee akempts to conduct its inguires in the most opan way possibls. Howenwver,
il you believe that your subrmission {or pari of ity should not be made public, clearly write
‘eonfidential' on aach page and, In a brief covering tattor, axglain why your submission
Bhouid be treated confidentially, The commiltze wili then consider your reguest for
configenliality.

Unauthorised Release

Orncethe committos recelves a submission, il becormes cummitiee property and should
not be published withedt the committae's awhorlsation, Publication of 2 submissien
without the commitice’s authorisation means that that puslication is not protocted by
parliamentary privilege and may amount to a canlempt of Parliament.

All submissiond
The Pesaarch Dirdier

Legal, Constitutional and Adminigizali : '
Parliarent H

BRISEANE GLEY 4000
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Submissions close on Wednesday, 30 November 2005

Extensions to the closing date may be glven, if you need more time 1o make a
submission, or If you require further information, contact the committee’s secretariat ont

Telephone: (07) 3406 7307
Fax: (07 3408 7070
Email: lgar: @ pariament old gov.au

Copies of IMs paper and all other publicetions by the Legal and Constitutional Cammittes
are available on the internet via the comimittes’s home page ab:
Hament old .gov auicommittessTegalrey.him

Your kRt

Age {optional): ... B
Gonteet (&.g. phone mumber o e

Emal
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