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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND 
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YO'-,I' Ymce 

The lIim of \11;$ lnquOry;s 10 make pr~li<;allecomm"ndI\lions to 

in<;""as,", too interest Md plIrticiplllion of YOIJI"lg ,,,,c>fll~ in demClCIII~Y in 

OlJ<!en31and. 

The oommittee wants 10 OOarlrom J'OUng people, In partlculaf, abolll: 

I,; what Is n89ded In Queensland; 

;!,) whnt IV!I worl<::; 

'1< what woo,; .. nd 

{v wMt you want to dO or experience. 

w~ would a~o likO! 10 hear from /In people in OUo!M~lllnd who !le.ve an 

interest in young PO!ople, or in young people Mgaging in democrac~. 

To help yoU to think about, discuss and IGspond to malt"rs [el~''''''t lu 
Ille inquiry, W,", havlI sel oLII billow Gomli: 

~~ examples of strategies SlIgge61ed or 1rl00 eISIlwh<.>rij, 



R __ r ... 
!ti;t'06~~~ ___ ~"' __ '-~n'~= 

Ed\ouUon/lnlannatlon 

It ~ tilt jOtJ oIlhc ElecbrM Comm&lOn 0uAenstand (EOO) 10 ens....-", 11"" ~~e 
oora aM vote al e!~rom. To do \!lis, Ihi! ECO us es YdlcatiClll .... d a· ... I_SI;: 
f'I'OQIMts {e.g. po!ik;~nJs, p<;I$!tIrt a!Id ICftOO( vishsJ . 

.8. ~~e;:l:C? dO:, ~~, ~ditf9;9rr#r:r~ ~, ~S ?1S.$:l~~' l\J 

--.. 2000. EI<'clions c,.,~ l1arlr1$rod wiII1 C.l!llll ir'IlhC CIas.oroom 10 doVciop a 
_ \lOtVI' educatlon procram fof $tu09nt9. including " eoNe" (;/IIIIIe<IgI"O fMOPle 
IIIA..:l III 10 18 tl) cro:110 3(l.&eOOt!d publIC $9rv'a! "nnoUI'IC(IIN' ~s on WI80 le!ling 
I1lClr poors "fly the OIImDC:n!tie iJo'~ and loOting Ilri importalll. 

",. U/I~ed Kingdom EM..1."'1Il Convnilion's '00 Polities' 31mt 10 OC! \'OUI"IQ 
piOPh' .,volved il dumooraoy. It may 00 a.ooeS~e<l at: my>y golKl ltlM.co uiS. '00 
Politics' conducts works l'lop/J and event3, and proo.i<1<!s 'A~OUf(:~S "nrllraining 
amlC~ Iho UK for young peepl/!. 

In "'1,Il/,~i.t. the y",,~ E~klral Slvdy (yES) found tll3t ..ome IneentiYes would 
i"VaCl a r~sl vole. YlMlII JlOOPI4 $aid:l lax b'otlk Of :hi) use 01 ~tomotonal rock 
~ would be tlc IIl(I:lt atleetMI incentives, but 1ho!r<'l ... ;t. .. 1I1v> :vmI' "'~ 
f« 1ho f"l)IDI'l InaI ~ ~kI nol be nwdvd U v(l{ong i\; a ,00000IJOOSibo~ 
ttAt GOme1< with cli~enship. 

\ .. The!! (.QV Id -g,li -the ±<6(}Je>LS '1Q . ft.aJ:b ,u..$ )f1 Q, 

..pwJ.~;(uJan s '.Jy"ecf nJl #Jf:7 _ .touJd.. do 
...o..cw.en+I';emen+s C'!f't1d &D}.;.,.th d€ir100tOSY 

pncru,Ye..<: 
Vole" ~j_r,,tj .... 

In Auwa~~. ".JOCh persoo m\l$l Ct.ln",~e allllnromool fQrm 10 r99ll>1~r to 1'019. 

~ How 00lIId 11I~Ef.',Q m/I.\:e It 9ilw·/Q( )Ulng p(IOpftt' ra iIrIlpI arid Iwoome 
ff' regjWtMd to 1IrJfu? .' . 

New idolu 

In some eolRltrie~, regi!obNion i$ don .. by thl! glWl'rnmenl so tha! PII'O(lIo ara 
~' fom"ticaJly ,wg;.II!,1Id ",tliIl In&y rooch VOting (IQC. AA inlCrl'<;)llOI'loi report tllI 
''''' lnll~lutlllor D«nocraey alld EIGQomI A:l5istance, youtn VOl.".ra~ 
SlIggKIS lUlllmaoo regoo-lIIion by ~ goo.oerrment rather !han i: being a (tJty 01 

ea:;tl oorson 'a """". 
OIhtor COI,I,trOeS ~natlkl peopia to roOi~lc r III a PQI_ng 31e.lio ~ on election day, or 
QO·I~9, 

In LJanl~, t.: ll'!(;l jo ,-,,; Canad .. i(Io..nlilies l"'op l1J who Ma~9lutn9d 161hro~ 
inJormanon IYw~idt!d by, lor 9~ampl&, the tcx oWcc and motot ~er,ocle ft'9f!l\C~. 
Thll C"Oi~ Eklctora l OIhecr wrtlCO to these peop!~ 10 4!k IM:TI to tonl~m that Ihoey 
ate oligblo 10 vOle iUld con~ent la M"O ..... Jllded In me r.lIbonal '09'!i""e,. 



'\t -rYif'_t-£DCh0'1.>i 310W(j -/eDch IAS __ JtJ,_=-_ 
SChOOL OJJ __ p-eorJle J1illU~L-il1fJ, LCO 

_.shor .klcl--'-OmE'. ___ .Drtd_-±alk_1o I l.o; I.,Kt 
me5sQ9e,,$ 

1'001Ing .. tJlions 

10 Qw~nslarJd, pol~1l9 stations am usually located in sclloo~ or hall~ and "re open 
between Barn and 6pm, 

j, How cookfthu ECQ ma!(91! easlqrfor youngp9OPillwc$t thflir vot(ll 

New ideas 

In receft Canadian l1I"""t;o"", Elections Ca"ada introoLX;oo mo,e polls "n Icc~tion~ 
to whidl yOllIl9 P"OPI9 haw 9a;;y accs;;;;, sucI1 all n9ar student reside"c\/>; ;",0;1 

uniVersity nctghbolrtJO(Ids, 

m Canada, poli>nD Mations i'I~ <>pen for 12 h<>I .. ~. 

o..~lio!l~ from the Australian Ele<:toral Commi5>;lon ~n<.Ill; .. Vicloriao Electoral 
Commlssi<;m observed electrMic voting processes at elections In the USA, UI< 
and Irclai'ld ootween 2000 Md 2002. I he delegations considered tho difforont 
oJ1ions 1l\at ~m ~'1~iI;:mI"", their advantage .• and cli!;adl!ar,llIoes and hOIlJ eaCh 
QJ1ioo wOlJd suil Auslridi .. 's vcting Sy>I~ll~. n,.. de~9al;ons reccrnmerded e­
vding bg madg avaiabla 10 cllltiiin classa. 01 votars including vcl"r,. .:' A"{~rd ica, 
~oters in remote jocalions, votors \Vim a disobiily al'ld ovcrero~ voters Isee 
W\W{ nee WAY! contenUwhnWqting/efectronic reoot1/index htm fin<! 
W\\I'W _il"" mv 11lI/ cool en!lwha tIvo!ioq!E -Vt'lIi09 report, rcfIl_ 

A ri;!L'9~t rspan ot!ilg Victorian Scrutiny of Acts iTnd Rggulations CommiU"I!, 
VIorOltiln Electronic DcmOCr.J.oY. connioorcd clootron:C votirlQ, It recommendoo 
that Victorian elections should not be conducted mmotely via infOm'lnt!on Qnd 
co:nmun:c"tion~ Ie;.hr.ologip. .• in le.. ne", fut!!"" hut idp.ntilied the 1011owinO key 
"o...""tages 01 remote yoUng systems: 

""~y ar.cp.M for Ira~tefs ~nci diM bled pe;,pi P.: 

providing /Ill inleriace fO( other technologies ~uch a~ ~creen re!loora, Braittc 
computer" magnifiers or alternative data entry "%Iem~ : 

allowing for thp. M~y ilM ChMP di .• trihulion nl hallo! pRpel3 in ditfe'6I1t 
languages: 

ir'J.~tM~aneou" prOC8SS;"'g: and 

"UowloQ voters to access a wide range of other it1 fonnalion whilf> c0!l3i:jering 
.. rJd c,--.. sliI'Y Ih~r vole. 

'ltL _~~nk_±be_flDjLshDu1d 12'2 O{2e.tJ _ 
_ h_:')tlL bf.CCillSfC. __ 5f JrtOD)._J5._ShIL 
hLtin':lJJ::'~ __ OJ:[d. ____ iL __ NOwd_---hL _ht:u Cl 

._~n_..:;Il1rr_YL_. tU. __ YQtt. __ ._&1~_:t_W~ ___ . __ _ 



Acfvanoo: \/ollnll 
Currot'K/'f'" OIJeenslMd, it you earl't \IOIJe at your nearest polliro;l boolh on ~ day 
01 a !tato, election, special iilTaog~9t11$ can b9 miidiJ kl r you 10 Cll~t ~0lI' wt~, 
s\JCll ic$ by W~ voC1ng ill p8!$(.r\ 01 ~ voting, Thc~ oplioll!l <1rC awitlble 
in only como C:i't'v:ns'tances . IOf oxample, , you: .. I be i rl~ele on polling m y, 
have I dlMbilly; Of r.an't Wle on that dly because 01 rvigious ~s. FOf ILIItN, 
inton'nation, see www'''''v .gls!_W'l,ay. 

New!!Ij!M 

In IIw Ut(, postal 1IO!Ir\II15 av3itoblo 10 MY eligible voter on r«lueSl. A person may 
.:.pIy)Of 1XISlt!1 VO\.fIg 101' I parD:ullII elecTiOIl, IOf e ceMIfl ~ d Ilo'ru! tlI tor III 
1\.11.1" ObCl!clR3. 

To faeo~te ~ thot st.a'" 5/O"'IIImmllll'l cou'd OOdaru me day ot a Cla!9 elBc\1Qn 
i. ;>ubllc ho~a~ Of schedule an olection for (\ (!ay other thOl'I !'O sa:urclJY, 

In Mure, ~ electronic voting were to b<! introduced, for axamr'M, ~ n~ not be 
nec~aryto have M 'election day', with all vows cast 011 UMl' s.",Ml' diy, Vuti1g 
CIluid take place, for ,U.'Ulpl .. , QYIII all 'lIIwctlon _1-;' , 

" -''/e~S~~I -:1.fb''";~nt'. IeLc.'''hl\I!f!h-c:'iA'''. OLJ("""7'i-,-,bo;e"'+!J.!).;'f."">,>,e,---
d hJClIA ld -ttt In tbeJtJ -\-'tr'8.+ab!es 

CIDs" of '011 .. 
Ct'rr~tly, alter a :i lal .... 1e<.1ion Is cllll~, poopla have belW(lon 5 and 7 da\"3 to 
~!IS~r kI vc",", 

l ~=~:~~~bo<~~,~,~~;W3S~~ify 

"""'''' PIior 10 the 2004 l<odaral !!Iw<:liQn, !hI! Spwcial Mlnl&tGl' 01 Sla1e, E~o Abetz 
p,opusW<1 1hil.j; 

100 OloctO!lI l ro~ be OO!ed to MW Y(ltera on the day Il1e Bleclion wr~s 'NOIJId 00 
~~ued (~UI'11y the day l'1e etectlon is 611nUur)~OKJ); ill'" 

~ ""iihing 10 enange !heir OllrQ!mcnt details 00 given three cays 10 GO SO, 

mt PO-O!XJ><IIl did not ptDClEIG(l as. ,,3$ ncn ~upportccl by me Ilcn·gOllmlmcn! 
pwties. 

\ -_i~ "h~_bLd'Sad\ilYlffi9-(2 _ _ .. 



Fixed election d/l)' 
In QueBn~nd, ther~ i!< no fi~ed /Oloctioo day for sta.\O! elec::tioos. 

A !<xed election d8ycauld allow impro\led crvics education COIXB/la, mook-~Iections 
and other slraleg<es enwuraging )lQ'Jrlg people's e<1gagament with ell'dic,. In 00 
plarmed in .. dvarlClI (lioo Milnllr). For (}xamplo, a iixlld lIi9C1ion day wuuld alow 
civics educalOrs to plan and conducllheir oourses if) parallel wah an elootlon 
campaig~_ 

~ Do you think imptO'ied civics educalion~ 11 wO/fhwliile reasdn for Qcvemmcnt 
I!' 10 lXJIlSider a mMgf! to rured t(lffll fJled.ions? . 

N"w idyaj 

In Qu""" .• I"nd, ~k>ction~ for 1\11 !oc<\[ govemm""j 1I11Ihorit~~ ale generally held 
_'" four years (}fI thlllast Saturday in March. 

" ~'g 4hUt€ shoWOelibe ~ +1Ed eJecilo(] 

NGW \lollng system 

In Queensland. 1.1 ey~tcm of optional pmtcrcntiai voti~ is usoo. A tact shl/<;lt ab<.lut 
'Ol-'V i311vailatlle trom: '/lWW eco.gld,goll,au, 

[)o youlflif!k YOtmppeop!e Wbuldb8morr>lIl<dy,riivotoif Ihevoting systflm 
lV6~ chsnQ<!d soth.;tcandu1alesttJltl'!lr!gOt1 Mrf~in isstJes ot particular k'ilcrO$t 
k>j'tJUIlgpeopfa """"",",,more tiia?fy'lq;9ete~ ,ithd hiI ..... ,',.II'vDlcs In 
~miJmWI1, ' " 

/>le.,.. i(lws 
Ap~nd;x n contains" """i,,~ """,ion of a P"P"" t>''''r~ .... rl Inr ~n ir1'l'~ry, H"nds 
<Xl P~rli:;;qmillll, by Ih~ L",gal ~nd Constitutional Committee 0/ the pnoml)s 
Parlamon1. 11 prO\lIdO!; Iniormallon at:ou! our I'Qtl1Q ~yst .. m and wa~ it might be 
c:l1lngOd to provide marc diversity in carldidaICs who m '>1111 be alectad. 

A~ in Qul!l!n~lar;d, 1nl! voting ~Y"tl!m in Ihl! LJK makes;! ~ry ciHicult lor 
candidalss lrom minor parti9S to gel .. "'cled_ In May 2005,!oOi"l"le mO,DO:"! ~ctlool 
s:ud4iI,ots in thlil UK votlild in a mocIIlilltlclion to (:Oin~ide with Ih~ 9",neral .. Iectioos. 
Tnc students votod tortM actual eandid~ICS. Tho resu~ showed that too 
s!udenls were attracted to parties whICh ran oandidates OIl ccrtJin issues: for 
",~~m rI~. students who f~11 pa.~$i(Y1~"" "oou1 loo ~nvircnmMj ~Qled Icr the Green 
Party. DilSpa .. la,i,g tu h",v.. a sing", c",ndid~t .. I",turned in the general ...rf'1".lion~. 
100 Groon Party securad 45 oul 01 a possible 319 seats III the mo<.:k <l~lion. 

Pmpmhonal r"f>l"p.~l!nl1ltion voii"9. wnich j~ uMd far Senale electlOtls ill ALr.;Ir3Iia, 
p."O'Jides greater opportrnrly for minor parties to win seill, 

"'" LW'lWeLyoH _fQn.Jh'fll-i:-__ Lkh~"L. 
--IhoJ ___ ~ __ WJt{)rJ ---f2ill1~--- h.O,(C ____ L~ _llLq.l::L 
. ('='(£ .. Or , __ ,"-",l-l<:~y-__ -leS -yQ.m;!-I"rf' c 
.11'1e. po7t+ .0+ 50CH_y-____________ -". _______ _ 



Voting age 

In A~~!ralja, you must I>a 18 years old to ~otQ. The minimum voting age 11 other 
countries ranges from 15 to 21. 

The mlniml,KT1 MOO set by the law for other activifie! life listed in "'pp.!ndix 6. 

o ,ShciI«~;'~g:'8g8~}$e(txf,M -i7a('1S )l'i!ftit\:,,), ,Wfij; dt:WJii;j;ijj}f tJi<§ 
J,fI ~o\'jttii'rige. i$'~'~idYaliJig".;tlh6;bWerea. J)i.MiXil$iXf1 

Newiooas 

In Ap~1 2004, following a projectoo the age 01 electoral majority, the Unfted 
Kingdom Electoral CommiiSion recommended that thw minknum age 1<,,;!.It leve'" 
01 VQ~ng in pub~c IIh.ctioos In the UK remain ailS ~eam tor !ha timeooing. Tile 
UK Elootoral Commi$sion adVised. however. that It expected to ul1dertake a 
IIJl1her formal review of !he minimum voting "9" whhin 11. further fivp. to ~even 
years. It encouraged lIle IJOv&mrTlent 10 consider initiating ... ww review 01 !he 
age t:J. majority. 

In 2000, a report on cI1an\ling social and leaa! framewOrks for )'Gung Australians 
found that, despite some interest in getting mme involved in their r.nmmlrity and 
in COIIomment de<::l.jon-m~king processes,)O""'9 people were qu~e reluc1ant to 
daim !he right and '6Spons.ib~ily of hailing the VIIIe YOl.lng.;n lhan at iI.9" 1 8. Th" 
m..pily (74%) ot young poopl" Involved In the research said that the~wara not 
r"ady or Interested in galting invol'lod in tonnal POlitiCO! processes such as voting 
beforo they were 1 B. TMeir parents IIgrefld. wth a majority (6t %) ''''9ge5Iin9 that 
yoong people are not mat'"''' ",nou(fh and not interested in \tOting bel()(e they are 
lB. and that yooog p"opIlI und." 1 B hav<;I o\h<;lr prilSSlJr<;lS to coofroot ""d contend 
with (sw Camen, Flt.zgerald 3Ild Floohc). 

Gampuisery voting wss introo",,1!d in Queensland in 1914 Md by th'" 
Commonwealth in 1924. Research by Milner (p\Jblisll'i'J <n Civic Literacy: How 
Inlrxmed Cilium. M-.d< .. Democracy Work, Univ<;lr£ity Press of Now England, 
Hancvar, 2002) Iodloates that the cffoot of intr()(jucing compulsory votl19 in 
Australia waG 10 bring about !l23~. overan increase in voting. 

'It I Jh,nk It sbollJcJ be. iowfJ1erJ bd 
1'0+. CQ:WiflALSO~ be,Ct1!1.5e, hcrJ MlJY0Vtf 
~O~ WrW' the 81,)V('I.I1yYlen t -
~~~ . 

Education In schools 

In q""er,sl~nd schools, IMra Is no subjoot callod 'civics adtJ<;D.llon· or 'citlzens~p 
education', Pr1mmy and seoondary students iMm abOl..1 democfllCY. including 
partiwnent, covernment and "lP.ctinn~, in a number of different sOOiecls. StLXlo?oIs 
~iso ~xperience democracy ai school, lor ex"mpls t~rough .. I~tions tor !ichoul 
coundl rn"m::"rs andJor ~choot i(lHdar$, 

Educ~lion a bm,t ri .. m"..,,,..,~ 
Additbn .. 1 OOucatioflil.l apPQrtunHlos relovant to dO(T)QQraoy include: 



B1"MrE' r,~ 
~;;.'; ~-? ,. ~. C·;:'.?,,"".f ",,,"c',, ""7,c' 

visits:o tM Quoon31and f'~riament, Or In 11 rp.gioo,,1 sitting of the OueenslaM 
Parli<'l_'NInt, and ~ducational activities prQvi~ by Parliamentary Educalinn 
SK\iCe.;; and 

elootoml education activtie~ coodut.ted hy thl! Au.'<traliM Eleclor~1 Commission, 
Sllch a~ :school visits_ 

For ,.ludlmb 

WhatwotKOO,'reJ1.l31!d What. did you anjoYWIleI/}lOuleamt wclJt Qr 
e)(periGnceddlJ11!oinJ~Jn roor ~I? _" .. ., 
Wh(lt IOOi'6 cdii~f; ~trx!$:d9,IQ,~n~'Oif<l9'" yC'tt19~,:vW~.dMioa'aC)ll3l!d 
pi~~ yw-so'tfJ«t '1''''' ar9-yklljnl~d lind Wjfid8l1(ilbout f!flgaging if! 
cflfTkx;;at.:y1 - , 

Fortcnchcr; 

aW:z:~Jff:~~~:;;:l:~::lJ/!t:::::0/7~¥ 
New idells 

In proVious inquilies, lie L~al and Const~LJhonB.1 Committee and the Lognl;md 
Constituliooal Commilt""s 0/ the 49th and 5Oti1 Par~~ment3 have made 
""COnYTIMd1ltions about o;:;v>cs educatioo ;, Queensland_ Sim,ar 
r"".:oor)(",,!Kl~lion~ h:ov<;> b<;>an mad<;> by msny other Au~!rali~n bo<.Ji..s in ritC"'o! 
yti .. rs. A lis1 01 ,.oma af thase rocommendations Is se! out in app.ndl~ C. 

rh", Coo.~ti1ution<'Jl CMtre ()f We5tem Australia VIM est~ hli~Mr'!.1 to en<:ourege 
prople of a.I ages to )(o .. rn "bout 11111 W"s\\!fn Au£tTa~an pollical system and how 
ta activ~)y participate '(1 11. I1 ottQfll di~pla)'S on IhQ Con$mution and aspocts;...r 
ci~zenship and politiCal hi::;IO!)I. Ttm Elcctom.l Education centre Is Ioca!Gd within 
the same complex, and provides inlelac1ive progr!lms alklwino people:o cost a 
1K:tP., di~c'wer the origins 0/ democracy and oocle~t1lnd how tM voting .'<ystem 
works (see WWW.CC!tlltf ... wj..!/lIv,aurrrgex."~Tl), Program~> pr .. sented n way.5 
wh e n eO<:lag~ \'OUIIf:I p;lOplll, are alllo conducted for school students v;,;~ing IIw 
Centra, TeaCher r'*lOUfCO kits oOOlDlomont oach prooram, Resource ~axGS on 
~rw-ious topicS ere evailRlll~ 10 schools in remot~ areas. In addition, t~c 
Con~li~ulion81 (jentr" tl<\ .... (j""",,0["l'ed an 'Out A .... ch Progrllm' which inYoivea a 
netwO(k <:i boal peop'e in n.!fal and rwmOl" ar .... s 01 Western Australia xovidino 
pr'-'\Jrams Iu stuoonts in tna$s ar"as. SomQ programs a'Q spec.:c 10 Indigwnou. 
communrias. 

A Civ:C~ IInd Citiz<'lnYiip Education web~i! .. (v.rh ich incorporatM!I previous 
~n'wi,'l9 Democracy' webs~e) is www-civb;andcitiz!?!!sltin.(>dIJ_~ll_ 

'Kids Voting USA' ill a national non-proltt. non-partisan organl~tion Ihat 19aci1e5 
studcn!s o.bout oi!i~enship, cive responsibil11y, dcmoornoy and poIi1iGQI 
par1icipalioo Together with cI~Mm<)()1 aMi";t"""", ~1ur!enl,;He provided w~h an 
C>p:JOrtun ity 10 cast a 'Kids Vcl;,g' b .. llot On ,.1v<;,1ion d&y, and they vote ·Xl th " 
sam,. candidatlls and issues as aduM. In 2004, 1 ,5 ~Uoo ~udents I",no><.! 001 to 
VOle tor pmsidonbal. Iocol ond stat8 oandidatos, Amas with a KidS Voting USA 
pmlJram have showed ~ Wltirog rat .. 'nr r .. ~irtBrP.d 18 year aids which is 14% 
"",,er th.ln for ncn·parti;oipating areas. ~,. www_kklsvotingu},,-.orgf. 

As part 01 too Kids Votino(j USA serv ice, 'DoubtcClick DemocraoY' (seG 
'MNW kidqv()l;P9'JQA org{uQ\lbl cCllclsli"J!'o,Mol wnn dO~Olopod,n "now 'ludo nIt to 
fl~rtir:ipatp. in Im ~uthen~c ""ting ""P8';"nco u~inD 11 w .. h-h~"ed vating syS\effi. 
TMe anl",~ b"lk>ts f~ p'ic"tll 11 ". L'anctuallls ",,<.1 i~su,,~ i!du Its vote lor, """ provioo 



:ltVdeflts ~tI Pf8Chce bellol' wnIch /Ia'1e links 10 cllJ1didall! biograpt»M and olhef 
f MOU!'O!tS, About 35,000 students partic"aI<'<i during ~ 2004 pr~:iaI 
w..ct~, 

'T e&n, N2 Polft icll' 1:1 e US'bJtsed "I<tbsi!1! whio::h ofie<1i young people ilIl 
opportoolty \0 pe.rtlcipatllln <1i5Cu~$ion fQn.m1O on Ioplcc aUl:h as tho QC(lnom~, 
toralgn policy, ga~OI'aJ por~I03l r$$OO~, animals and the enVllonmenl Provision is 
atso made foryoung people I!) C()ntribuie 10 discunions under!ne bl1'lnef of 'left 
,.,.ing cMf 1IOd 'r'ighl ... io1g comer' , Sw VfflW,lwnsn2w!itg.colly1sm!!!§J, 

'" I~i"~ t9 ~D~ 10 _Jh~ , fW'fion01t 
hOfL_ _tl~,n ....:: _001 .9tVe.S CL _ 

~;; .lO"~ ,*"vd -flaf, 
;:;;:oJ'(C ~ . _t"IQ]le 0W!A7ljur! i + !~, 

connedir9 ..uth __ ffrJe ((J--yl~l!&Ylit", h a tOI('9 
911Qst ~· Deo.knlS wtmRfd L\,f Jt • , 

PoIItIe3l partiu 

The 2ID4 Y~g Aus1ralilln of ItIn Y9r, HtlI)h E""n5, ha5 $UOJ9fI!>I$d Iba! I'OU"Q 
fl"<lPle feel YoAouf of majO$tream parly ~Iics. 

TlI<'I iJnner ~w.d $fa'" Yoo\h Advisol)' Coono.."i k>kJ tIN Wlll",iI("", (h~! u ... 
;5Sues addru$~1KI by ,xotilk:lOIl1yrtie., part k:ularty al glootion 1!mO, ara do mlns.lfld by 
1110'11 ~knam to 010&1" PGOj:IJ& and Olll" 3.\lCng population, ., _~"""""'i!iflol.; ,. ~""""''''S;;_.;;''''!'!''';'';W_f.''' 
Ht ~1l'::-!~'\>-;: ~"io;g/~t::i<~i>;";~~~>,:,,:<::':)~;;i"" " .',1,i;i:iil,~,r~~,!:',:-I:'~'-;: 

Ne" id003 

Or Ariadrw Vf<>m",n. JI, klctvrQl" at HMI Untvors~y of S',(tnoy. f(1$C3re1iOS '/O'.J'IIl 
p;IOJllII and poItIIc$ , Sho ...... i~ 11131, 'The OM area of parti::lP8tion trial f8rTl11ftS 
klw !or YOlIIlO peOple, and Indeed tor mmt AUlIu .. MM., ;~ mc'!IT>hel'3lllp rrI. ~icJll 
parlil!!<_ Rmt:e< thM tabollr"g party fllOIf'I"obE/rst-.p dwc~nv .. ~ ."a.lhy, IOV OU!I ,t1D 
sw how l6IawvaJofl\.l poiitil;:al partiGrs haw booonle. JI.nCIIt It \0 10 Plnles 10 
InwIYo a :J_ ~encr3!lon. Tnb might not be by _y 01 tolTTlel rnernbtlsrop; 
inslead. par1tes mlgnl consul! )'OUR9 f""'f'!e (IJ1 isSlOlS rnlowanl to It.eir Wes' (SH! 
V«>m""') 

In too VS, a nationvy!tla t lUdy of VOOIh atUuoo3 found that young peot;lie were 
3C1iVe in thElir eommunKlo~ but not IXlncernoo Nl<>tJ! mMt ..... , A.~.:in nu!~-"m ~ of 
that ~turJy, ~ .• tr~t .. oy a~t'lo' to 'e'COf)'lO?Ct yovtl. 10 <l"'1' ..... "Y<.;1 i~ Ih~(, ... "...-j'lg 
"""";'-'0 c"n,p .. ~ , I ~. 11 ...... , oxli~ <;>11<>f youth-mod"r:l.lod c andld~ IO dOOOlQ. (000 
Na!iona/ A1;~OCIat!on 01 SGorOlarlcs of 5111.10). 



PoIilic.lllns 

Manyre$ .. ~h ~1wi8S in AII, tr"lia anc IntarnatlonaUy reve:!.1 IMa! your.\! peopl$ al$ 
cynic.1 abo ul the behaviour 01 pOlitlel.:lfl~. 

S ~ fIIemlloN«J roslOre file f.JJUI of ~ poofJJe in 

flpw iSeQS 

00 AtiatJ""" Vrom<i ~ u~ Ila! poitlc!atl~ anlyoonsiderYOUl'lg ~ ~ tMy 
pment 11 problem: that yot.OlQ CoOOIllo telld to be taflec cllo\ll r~l/W(!/\an tQ~ed 
w~h: ~na tr:at young- pOOpIe" perspe-etiYM IIr~ r~rO!ly lI"ICI\JdO!d i~ putiie debltt". 
Or Vrom en sugQ&sl>; illlIl w~1\1 I~ ~Hd&d is direct e~iMnce d young pMpIe's 
&~fl"I,r~'IC"S Md arguroonts based on s""h IiV;W.", ... [_ V,..,.",,,,), 

Inth9 Unluld Slatoo, Canada afld thQ Un~od Klngodom. wI\QIC VQlLng isnl 
compu./llory. ~ hoc becn GIlowI'I Ih61 CQI'IIact Mth poI~1ClI1 pe,r:I6S ancl C&!1~tes IS 
tin OITIpOf\8Ill elen'H!l'I1 QI ·goIt-OuI·I .... ·\It:II"· Slmtegie... Following theo ro.'I1 RriIish 
OWllII'al eledioo. 1he 1;1'( Eleeloral Commissian idlmtir.;,d a tao:li QI ~-ar>~assiny by 
pdil.ici ... ", "5 " likalv fWa&Ot\ 10f cllsutlstaC!ion (and tow tumour) among fl rsl·th\e 

""~. 

" JIi"! COIAla 5O"'J -IhlY~ Qytd 00 It 
_ill.: Cl shOl1+ 'funotM of -hrVl€, 

s"ing h",o;I 
Wh~'" ;'OtJ/IQ pgapl9 may be turnlXl oil DQlIIicfl (m il C~nlJy opctlllo:l. many 
S1u<iCf; ,,"0 (llJ'Vey3 have Iouncl htll )'OI.O"IG peopl/! 111& ~ Inlerll5ted In poaK:;! l 
Cl3U1IS impor1!1nl !o!hem. The challenge IQ' govemmenls ill 10 engag~ wiIh VO ... g 
P"'lp1e, &Od ~ first th in\j that VO"'\1 ~ t;a.v;'!Nt they .... anl\O bu he.ard 

~>. IM~ yor' [/$00 any of Ihli fI'J~ffIi'/1fl/ ll CJPIXX/""iti .... /0 VQice yVUI opinions 
I!I atQul $$ws7 Hu",lIffecliYa W .. i 111 

, 



t!tlLldo.:)! 

L~ Westwn A,,~tr~~ .. , lhv CIVIOS and C!ti2cn$l\ip lJn~ n tht' DePQttment 01 Premief 
and Clibl/IEI atns to CI1ha"lOe oernocf!ICy in 1h~1 .5111111 thrOll\t' ,.Mo;$ oo\!c;Uion 
Md f'Io(I promotion 01 M ac\il.oe cit;~eruy. The go'" is a COfl'WTIunity where ..u 
W«.lem AusIr<llians &fV valwd • ~ v.tIere lhey play a !.lg~1 rob I'l 
Wlq policy pl't:l1tI96 and Wl'lere d'ley help shepe the nature OIIhM 30Clety (SM: 
!f\WI,ci!j«lnoom,=!!,wa IXIY.Duf). 

Or -'r;acne Vcomeo "'-'9!l\l$ta that. "Yooog poople !lave a tlr"Oad. rMoe of 
iCUnQmi(;, $ocial. and potilic31 cxpofience~' and 111111 we need 10 'crellte inc~J3ive 
rorme 01 gQvemanoe mat recogrli.'" and buii:l upon diIf"renl w,.ys of making 
communities. Those in POWI!( need to ii'i!('o to yoo"lI ~w mur", omJ y ..... lrly 
~·s diverse ,",,\0($ IIm! u~rlllrlClIs nIIW 10 be artlCtJl:l:&d In Ilm media' (see 
Vtonwn). 

" ~, bwl.U se rW1 ,Jo;\'9 ·Ibis poli 

NeJ[ itko~ 

11'12003. IrlC Gommlallion fer Ghlldr.,.,., and YOtJn~ Peopje was ~1l~e<J to partICipate 
I~ a oommi!l&e tor 111" dflvef~ent 01 a sp;:>rts amI rllCr(!Qli<.>r , t-.. d My 1o, young 
peopl~ 1"111 P~1m Island in Nurlh OUlllln~:and. Thll Comm1681on unoorllnad the 
mportaOCII d th" comm_ aGk~ young people whO.! tMywontcd. The iGsuc 
11)1 "d1II Commission wa~ nol S{) much "'flow 00 we IntKJIve chifdJ'(Hl in Ill/! building 
fII fnl$ tDCIIIty 0U1 ratlle r '!!ow ckI ..... £rI1hf! faditr jhe dih7en _ nil"". 

1:"12000. in Parrnmaltii in Syl.Jney, it Y~ J ury prvoollecl young pe.opIowbh 
paclical oP\l'-l'tJni\ia$ to ~m at>d discuss 100 dNoo;O tntcrC015 (IIla conoorn:; of a 
.,;.Je Ilar!a!yol young peopjo aCfOM the Parnuna!tll f ltglof\. rMtiQpem8 lI!ameCI 
IIbOUl warnworx. tlElgolla~ on sk>1s IInd Itv. powers at go..emrnent Th .. el"lolbled 
lhCm to form rellli~tjc rer.MVn e-nciNion£ to ~upport Ih~ nied~ .;oi Mu;, ~vrklcti"" 
yOUth nl ParlNT'latta. 

the IIIm d 1M Youth Jury wa~ to a~.ist witl1l>ridginy ' a(:lal Imolara.'><:1I and 
eu~u'ill diversity amo"g \'O\8Ig p,eopI9 01 Parramatta. 

The recommeodilliolli " I IM YcUlh J ury III()I"O atne:llu key oovetnment aIld 
C'lIumuni!y organsallon~ 01 Parr.:wnMa. 

"J_ *"nk.-lbe 8rwenhrYf'Y?f ~!..J;Se .. _ .. 
\N<.b based.lJ,mUne, iYl clJo_ocLj,JmLtllil1l~ 
pOiCL.1Wfl __ fou ... . +) . .sw.e. ... .. ... ...._ ... 

, 



Taking ~cllon 
Young people want to tlC acti~()ly inV(llvod tn democracy, Voting (It clootions is o~ly 
one way of ooing invol~~d in a demor.rati::: society, 

la ~~ of th~IoI/oi1'1rr9 tU:tMtrBf! haYeyoocari'fed oot; Q(WOO/d y6y Ijke to carry 

Activity H~edane WoLlto ""el<> 
(';0'><) <loH'e,., 

"o!umQG~ [lJ !Of 
nitialing Of pooLip .. lir,," ir, ~ 10::.0.1 yoLllII r;roj<oc! ® '" Vlitillting er signino ~ "oijlion '" '" .... tIencn'\g "- rany O. proI<i$1 as (;'if 

-"king P"1t in A ~trlk~ I~ Cv\' 
B8ing "- ",ember 01 a p01ll!Cal party [lJ "': 
Be."!,! iI ~"""""r of • t~ union [jJ .,y 
Being a member ef a ~t""<lent union GO 9< 
Balng a mamOQr Ol a 1'IOO-~O\IGmment 
o,,"a!"Jiaaticn which !oblJie. g<>V<)mment {e,y. The 

w-..,..,. Socloty, Amn ... ty loIormtionOl, 
GO Jj 

(;,oo"opC""'l ) 

Cor'itading a iX',tid l>n orloc..l !l"Vl'mmf>n! IV< re< 
rou,"""lor 

Participating in ~ You1lt r~rliament 0 "" B","'l [n"",!liod In a YOUlh Council [lJ r", 
Being imoo!lied;".., o,!)""",,,1ion which ~""'.s 10 'J'1 r;¥ 
r~p,esanl Ul<I v~W$ o! 1'Ol(lll pgOPtQ (Q,Q, YOUnq 
""~lraJ'~n I-Iurfj NetworkJ 

Ym"'(j rMpl~ say \hat to be engaged in democrao;:ythey need thir-.gs such as 

ini()fmation; 

Dpj)orIunities to actIVely engage In democracy; 

an ide" about what can b'I achiev~ r .. a~.ticaHy; 

SpaCIlS In which to moot and discuss; and 

acce~s \0 Ihe inlemel, pholocopier~, et" 

What as:;islal1OO Qf&l(;Ouregemenl do yoo~ed from gdv'emmOnllO rake 
action llbout the k'>lJes YOfJ {"ei J"'Is~ianil~ "I:».n 

New iwa~ 

enotlane Crty Gounc,1 has de'{elo~d 'Vi" ibl~ Ink', a websi!e which allows YOllllO 
pe~!1l h~ve ~ ~~)'"' the Cou(1dr~ prC<;;'<lm-". The w~b"';t(> '~Mt~iM ;nfmm~tior! 
abow how yow'9 ""'''Vi'' c,," h~~~ 11le<' ~~y, "v;;r~" r ()( Y""''Y I"I'<-'PI"" '"'h 10 



rB90UfCM and;! forum through which 1'0009 people can express !her C<,1i1ions, 
The CoUflcil has also provitieU young poopl!;! with aria!; a[ou~d Brisbane where 
iIl .. y CiUl oome tOQether to moot and Of'\janiso (lotMtJc~ and projoow of i-Itorest to 
'tlcm. These areas are aCC8s~ible to young people and well resoutuld (se!! 
www vi~ibl..,..jnkorcL!l-

Th .. \[l(ltonan Govornment produced a haIldbook for yoonc people on how they 
()a/l oreate onll.I1ge in tileir COITIrTIUrlity_ The handbook pmvid~s "t'W~tions on 
haw young people <:an get actiVll on a plojl.'ct th<;ly lwl p~sionate about, and how 
my can implilmMl that proj..ct (soo """",.Y9LAA..'@,JlQ'!'.(\II'Il-"f.;"J_Y~~. 

The FoondaMn for YOlJ:1g A.~ralians ~ 11 non-pUlfif organi""tion d~ted to 
developing inl1<.Wative initiatives that support and empower young people aged t2 
\:J 25. Thil Foundation pro"';des seW-funding for kleali, proactively swks co· 
fuodin~ 10 supPOrt IMialives and helps the recipients wucturc IhomSONCS la 
ensure IonC·tot1l1 sustainability. l:Oech year, the Foundlltion mMages a partlOIiO at 
gNlntsloteling about $G minion. "I ~ast ~5% of 'btal (IN'nt funding is dedic~l&d to 
i"litiati...-es spedficaMy oosigned to lMI"f~ young IndigwrluUS Australians (se.. 
WWW.V9unyaustra~ans.org). 

" -rn~ stux)Jd acJVQ)ttI5f' I,),.SJrJ9 (.Qiamfd 
m~aZ-IVle5 [ben dl shl lbw 1Y9- ,.iJ 1-0 
5{ HWs . gote IncdeJs letr?I!:) +0 S{fioo(, 
lW-SOl PI. ce.s 

New ideas 

Th~ Youth EtootOfo.l Study (YES) found Ihat p<>.ront3 IIro rC<;ID.rdcd by young 
peoplo (l(lthe most important ~ource cl intormation about voting. Televi3100 and 
newspapers ar", the n .. :ct mn$t irIportMt, howev~r young r~~ l'ie .... Ihf!'''' 1"It .. r 
!IDlIr~e5 with some scepticism. 

~ 'h'-1j ~L dQNn .M cl ·lnlk 
ru,Cj rt 9,H ''19 _~J2ydV~d __ .~lJJJ:-L ___ _ 

Jle.mOC?J Uc,!)_, ___ ... B[J{e fl1 qd,cel~~~c __ _ 

~ What.taie ctJJi fJOll-gdvemmenl to!Jndalion.~. oi: COOlfTl(mily tlf[Ja"[·;.Mi:)n~ play 
J!t "{Jfl/tina young people acri"" and uNoNed w.rh t!~mocr.!Cy? 

New i<Jw~ 

I M IMpire F<>undatio<1 is a natiooal roo-pmfit 
foundaliQO wllidl . ' , "ustr~lians, principally 
aged b"twoon 16 and 25, to holD The Foonc!:ltion 
aO:-«jowkJdQc~ that yoon!l people want to !Th'IK'" a po~ilive d,Uerence i, ihe , own 

i/ 



livas ar"id in tMir cornm 1XI1ies. Yoong people are actively involved in th~ 
dw~opm"flt ~lId de~v"'Y of «11th .. Fcundaticn'i in~iativ>ti, Onll injU"Hvv, 
'ActNow', Is a weo-based servicD that mi proVide young poopte witll inforrnaUon 
am support on hOw Illeycan becOOH! invo/vr.d in i~3U~~ or ~~~~ in lI1eir 
OOTlITIlXlity that they are passionat", about. 

Youth Services is a VOtunt90T-busOlJ, non-prom Y()I,Im modia ond tmllling 

Ill~rmatlon 

include' j 
poople DUI on the 
reports ware utilised 

young people aged bl!lween , B "-00 30 w~h!ln onl/ne 
can access information on a range of topics, par1ic~a~ 

OOcomlil involvW i~ thi! .m;:har'9" of 
. Aecent initlatlv96 , , , 

S8S ~nd ABC news 

Too US Ao COlJl'loij is a oon-prof~ organisation which prodl!c!l$, distrlblrtes anD 
promotM publ ic gervoo Crullp.IIign-s on ft rang'" of iMUB3. A recent campaiQn, 
'Fight ManneQUini~m', lOClJS.,ed on imprOlting )'Ollth civic p.ng",gem.!l.~t and VQ~r 
participation. It invollled television and fadio ads ~imed ~t getti"9 youn9 peopI8 
invo1vlld jn issu,,~ they car .. about, voiunt .. "ring and voting (i"" 
\\'WW .llrorro~!l11 eq uIn!!;m ,(l(g). 

'Hock the Vote' i~!1 non-profit OI1laniMtion which aim~ tQ el1{lage young people in 
thf> political process in the- Un~ed Stales and draw atlentioo to l!;SLJ"" of r:,..",ern 
to your.g P'i"Jpr~. It COU{dinal,," _otWf ,wyisl,atiOll cl-iVII~"'-'o wckJcatiofl ~tfof1s \0 
<iln~ul" yoooQ pwplil ilX&lclsQ thllir right to VOle. Youth culturn ~ h~rnll~SGd in thv 
promotion 01 its campaign:::, mOllY of which feature high profile cclebritieS ifICJudi~ 
mloSiciltn::, actor." a!tlIete~ Md came<1illn3. In the ~(){)4 p.1 ~ction3, 1.2 mn i an 
pet>pie 1OO~ '-'Kf-,;antage of Ihe organisation's ooline voter '''9isl<20tion fadity, ~nd 20 
IL1I"~wr 200,000 rey;,,-i,.,.,,d a. ap~f1 01 thv Rock thtI Vote Bus Tour ""TOO, Ill .. 
coonlry {Se<! WW'o'tro®he~Ole&Offil, 

-- - -------



'1l1.iddV\.t:.5 f!)~ i".-tij~t""9 Il 5KOY'At;;:;i./)f't, 

There is no S{lt fonnlor a submission to the committee, Submissions may be made using 
the mquiry r~ponso!! form or in the form <:l a letter," 5lJbstantiai rap"r Or ~ sh<Jrt 
oo:::u-neni and they may il~ude appendK:I!li, $ubmission:;:maycontaWllacts, opinions, 
arguments and rrx;omrnendatlons for aotion. ThCll1)()S\ useful submissions ara to too 
point 

Tho oomrnitt~ would prefer written submissions, but Will also accept submissions on 
lIudio lap<! For written submi~ior>5r typ.,n or printed leXt is preler~~, tlnugn Illgihlo!! 
hand·written submissions ar .. aCC<l"tabltl. NUIllL>wrOld pages and, lor submis$iws in 
\mC ... ,. 012D p~gllS, a briel summary and a tabla of conlGnlS Is also hatplu1 . 

AI subm",~iQols mu,.t Wlcfudsth .. nama and contacT datails 0( too p{lrwrl makWlg the 
submission. Those making a submission on behaif of an organisation should I:1dloale at 
wlutt lovel the aubm;~"ion hll" beo!!n lIuthori:led ("11 SOO-<Xllllmittet:, pr<!!:lKjent, ct1air, ctc.). 

Public offloors moy moka submissions (\$ private individuals. Howevor, rt reference is 
made in 11. submission to Iho!!ir official po~ition, ~ should also be made cle8r th8111le 
s:Jbrnl~sion ~ maoo Wl /I. private capacity. Sutmissions f,,:rn government depar\rn<'Onls 
shou<l b<;o iWlhorised in accurd'In~1! with nunnaj oopartmental ... ocedi.1l"~. 

Content .nd rellvanco 
A submission mav oo~er some or ail ollho issu{)$ raised in the respOnse lorm. It would be 
helpful if submiSsions clearly alated Whicl1l~~ueS ~re being Ilddre3sed. 

The CommltteC'3 usual prcc:edur!l is 10 publicly release IlJ"\d table ~ubmis~ i:ons in t/lC 
Legisl811ve A~$Elmhly. Nnt ,,11 wbmi~~ion_~ wi~ neceMaMI~ be publL~hP.d ,,"<Val tabl<'!d. The 
cGmmittee reserves thv right la tlCt publish or tabl<o oonfidenl;al .ubmissms, Of 

submi,."ioos which ar!i irrelavant, contain scurr~ous Ol defamalory matl/riat, or afl' 
otherwise not suitabJo for publiGhill9. The committee will in/onn you ~ il dC:Oides nOl to 
aooept, or not to aulhori~e Ihe publication at, your submiMioo. 

C!<,>nfill .. nii,,1 /Iy 

The committee attempts to conduct its inqoi,je$ " Ills most opvn way possible Howe"''', 
i1 ~ou t:....1 .. vv thill Y"""- submisskm (0' part 0( it) ohould not be made puL>l,;, clearly write 
'contidllmial' o~ each page and, In a brief oo~enng letter. explain Wriy your submission 
shOuld be trcntrn;l eonfidenlially. The committee wit then conSider your request for 
conltden1i!l~~Y· 

Unauthorised Release 

Once the committe.. receive. a submission, il !:><X;Qr,,... " tJ<nmitt., .. property and should 
not W publishGd with<Jut too comminoo's authorisation, Pi,bIication <J a sLbmisskll 
without lhe committoe's nuthorisQtk:m means tI1at trial pUblication is not pr~t(X)~rn;I by 
par~II."Mtary rxiviif!ge P.J]rl m~y amount to ~ ,",,,,,tempt of PlI.rliamenl 

All 

l"'gal, 

I: 

BRISBANE OLD 4000 



Submiulons close Of) Wetlne,day, 30 Nov.mber 20Q5 

F..xIension! to the ck.>sift;j dOllIi may De gM:m. H you need more t~o 10 tnQlro a 
su.t.>rri1sioll, tlI H yeu rcqlJrc fI.K\tler lI\IormahM. COr'Md tM eommIrtH'~ MlU~1ft1iB1 on: 

T~: (01)340673(JT 
Fax: (On 3406 1010 
I:mllit.leOffi ~{VIIfi~menl gld_99'l,j!,! 

Cop!K of thj, caper and an other PVO!leations by the L~gal and eonsllutu,1'IIl1 Gammitlee 
arc avall3b~e on the interr.el Yi~ the c()/'l')lTlittoo's home. page at: 
www parllementnlrl ,gOY ayicpmmilteonilwwl,ey,hlm 

( 
, 

"",,"" .. An. ..... t'!9u;1eY1 .... 

'----_._.- .... -----...../ 




