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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNQ PEOPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND 



The a", 0/ flis Ktq<.liry is to mak .. practical rWOlmnerrlat,oos to 

incrMse the ,,,terast and partidpa~oo of yooo(l r:eopIe in d8lTlo"r~q in 
Oll&"..nsland. 

Tho ConY11i11(Xl wOOls to hoor from young people. in particular. about: 

'" wllal hi needed In Oueensland: 

@ WMt will wor!t: 

;0 wh~t you wllnt to do or experience. 

We WCluld al~o lik~ to h "~r from ~~ people in O""",,"'{an<1 who MV~ an 

int~rest.{] yooog P"opJe, Or in yooog people Bngagino fr1 dMllocracy. 

TO help you to Ittink aooLA. discuss amt respond 10 matters ra\Q'/anlto 
too inqu>ry, w .. have S91 out b9l0w soroo: 

;-" issu,",s; and 

:~ exomplcs 01 slratcgio, ~ugg<.lSlOd or tried alS9Wharg. 



EdI.ocafionlinlormation 

It isltw job of !he E8ct0fal CommItslM 00.Itlensland (ECOI IO CM~ ma: plXlplc 
lIIl/oIarKf IIOle at clcx:tionG. To do \hll. Ihe!::CO ~ edur~tiGn Md B ... arene~ 
program, (e.g. postcsrds. P<>'''''rs and $Ghool visits). 

~ ,~\o::ooA:f;'Ihe'J=CQ :d'; , b«f# l;It; .di~tO g~1 {ts:OW~ acro:'>$ 'k1 
If' YQtJtI(;~? " "',:, ' ' :. . " .. 

f+;I ... lloeas 

I~ 2003. Bec:!iorI!. GaMrilo II;tttnf~ wiltl Cable '" Ihe Classroom ID rn-Iop II 
__ wt • • .........,.,1iM 1'«>9' _ 101 ~tudoon .. , ;'L-lu<fng ;t _ 1 ... , d>alk"'9~ _'" 
a}ed 16 la 18 to er .... '" 3().$«lOOd public HMce amouneementS on ~tleo tolang 
IhM pe<l(S lIItIy thct dGmocr.nle Pl'OOO2 and YO(ing llle (fIlporUnt. 

The 1"Ini'.e<I Kingdom Electora l CommI5~ion's 'Do Politic.s' aims ICr gel)'OlJllg 
peop!e invollted in dM10cracy _ may bQ aoc~ • ...J "I: IIiWW'YWH!is;U.v.yk. '00 
PoI~ ie$ ' conducts WOIki~ and IMln1$, and PfovlC9~ 1'G50UtceS and Irainlng 
iio:rw~ V19 UKloryoong ~e. 

In "'USlr",11a, ltIe Youth 8eciorallilucty (YES) 1nl/rid flal ~ incl!1l\~ would 
alt8d e r~j VI'Itf!. Voomo peooplesaid .. ,~ b rnakor .w uH (01 prumolionai lock 
~ would "" the """'" lIfIeclr.. incvntiws, Wllh9l'O ...... also some s'4JPOI'1 
I<:r ~ ooIion crNlllneoottveS stlOI.1d. no! IlO neo<Ied e.J \fI)((lg " a 1e"..pon:Iibllty 
\hat C<:l'TI~..wn oo~en3hlP. 

VOlar l$9\c:lretioo 
In Au.ttaWa. cach. periiCm mu~ COI'I"IIlI&\e an ""'raiment fn rm to r"'{J;!YN In \d~_ 

PI. How. POOI(j. 1h1l ECQ .lfWko fI eesler /or young peopi' ro tJl'lCOII!IIi1 beccmll 
I!l flIQlslcrod tovote1 - , ,,' , 

'niOme OOUl"ltricG. JC9~1rQ!OOn IS OOIle by the gIlYefnm&l\l SO I~_ paople ~re 
J uomatiCally regi~J...:I wh"",!hey re¥:tl lIOOng "9"- AA In!e<"alio;JnaI reporl by 
thI .nst~uI .. fOl [)eo . ...... acy and Electoral A>.~isu,,""'. Youlh VOI8f P.iIIIidpiIIOI>, 
sugg~IS aulom~t:(; rll9istriloOt'l by me gowmmerot JJlt\O( Inan it be"'lj a (IUty Of 
lliiIICh 010111011 to enrol. 

Ol'lel eount r;"'~ M~b'" ~plII 10 r&goisl~r at i. pollil1!l ~1~ lian 0" e lo<-1irn <Jay, U[ 
OIl·~ne. 

In :anGda. Elections Canaaa ,dent~ies p~ople wt\o NI"", MrH'ld l n ;hr"" g h 
inklrmauon p'ovide<J by. Im I!~" mp"', !ha:;u d rice &.fld ITIQtoo' Ii-tohic ... 'egl$ter$_ 
Th r.hillt F Iec:Clta l OIlic~ ..... ' loiro 1\1 ~ ''''" pe<>ptlll\1 a$l! Ihlim 10 emIr-if! that lhuy 
ate e llgil.>1v It> ""'0 anr1 C'OIl~tlO tle'.ng IncillCled 10 the IIOlionol JOOiSlN. 



--.-~-----
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Polling stalions 
In Quecrtsland. polling stations are usually 10000ted in schoolS or hal s and arc open 
between Barn and 6pm. 

A HowOOU/dme EGOmllkeile8SiGf·for yaimg~to casttflelrv(Jte? 

N_ide>l~ 

In racGn! Canadian elecHons, EJoctions Conad.:l illroc.!uccd more po l s 1'1 rocatiom: 
lO...nioh young people have easy access. Such as ooar student residences and 
ooverlltiy neighbolX'hoOO~ 

In Canada, l-,oll>l1~ stations are o~ lor 12 hwrs. 

AU$lm,lian Eloctoral Comm~siOll and the Viotorian Electoral 
t t Ih ~ USA. UK 

2002. Ih,o, diff"r~nl 

lIOtingbe of voter:! -
oot<'!r~ in remote_loc~ti<ln~, 

. '" od flow ~ach 
rooornmeoo«d ~­, 

f\ Icoon! rcpor1 01 tile Victori<lJl S:m.llIllV ot Acta Bnd Re!IUlatiol'ls Commitloo. 
Vidorian FJ!odmnit! nRmnr':"'''y. ~.on_~iriArpn PlFd,,,,, '" vclir'(}. It r"'~":nmended 
thilt Victorian "lectio'lS should no! be comluctii'd remotely via infc.-mation arod 
cnnmun>caticr>s I .. ~hnofogi .. s ill 11 ... ""'l' futur«, but id",Miw th~ 10)100';"9 key 
advantag"s 01 mmote voting systems: 

.. asy aCC"';s lor tr"\IOlJ"'r~ and di:><lbJad !"lap"'; 

providing an i:1Wriac.;. for Qth~r t~hnolcgiws such;;os screen readel5, Brain" 
cornput6l1i, maqn1l~rs or aJtmn~tlva dat~ entry S'{llt~m~; 

allowing fur U",",,"y and L'heap distribution of oafb( pap«rs in djfr~nt 
languaqes; 

irlSt.,nianOOLJS procl!ssing; and 

"~Qw;ng vol~rs to ac<.:'8Sii a wida ranQ" of othm inlormatkln ..o , ~" coo >'iooling 
and castinQ thair voto. . 

'" . \_V<-,fl;,o"",_-,vJc\'~~-~"?,"'~~~_'o-+_ 
',,,,,.\Lc\n\Yi __ ~~_'Q~~10dv~ 

<.l'-JL ___ Cn\1e._\\: __ .'{lLil\:_lL'OL'cLK-<JV]~Vjl.l\)V 

\~~-~~~ ;~:~-~7~~Q~~~~~;({~~J) \~Kt 
-f ho-~ V\'\(.l. ~'L\ {' (~'v\,' h c-'\-:l- ~C VC"'-_ 

\/'V\C~9C(1_1 V\Z.. S ." 



Allvanee vollng 

CII'rerKIy In Ouccrwlarld. ~ you ceJ\1 YQte 21 yo ... neare=sl polling ~h on the <lily 
01 Q ~\ate election. speciallll'r~el'lU; ~ tw IlIAd!;! Iu< j'<lu IOJ .. ~""'\ YOU" 'JOw. 
"'-Id'I as by ~ vcliny in pIK¥Ofl 01' pos1,a1 voting. "JllI)sG options are ~ 
in Uf1Iy some C"Cta1Istaooes · !or 0IIatTtp:Q. ~ yotI: WlI be 1Il\etSlele on poImf dIIr; 
nave a disability; ar CIln' ~"Ote on tIW day because 01 religious tJi!.iefs , For further 
rllonMtiotl, _ \WoW.eoo g!d gov.ay. 

fl!9w IdeA: 

In h t UK. jXli"" vvlflg ... va'~bllIlI) ~ t ligi>le WIDf on rCQOC~. A person may 
lqIIy tor tIOSlaI voting lot a I)3l'tieubt 01OOliOr .. lor. certain poriod cl wne or 101 8.1 
Mute etocWoo.:;. 

To tPll'.iIiW. "'lting. the..tale govoornm<lnl ~'OtAd dvcIallil ~ day of a ~~ 91~ 
II.pubHc holiday or .-.c;h\>dylli! ar1 9I~ for ~ day OlMr ttl:ln 11 sarurday. 

In Mure, ~ OlCOtronic voting wore to be introduced. for enmple. it n.....:r nol be 
n~3saryto have an 'election <irlv . ...oth AI votes cast on tne same day_ Votin\l 
could \llkA pI .... ~. IQ( ex~mprt. o'-&' a-\ 'vk.o.iiun "'W"". 

~ \.W.Y \fV'CI... ... l'd- Y.:le.( C<. ....... -::.e.. -\-\1\<:.\(\ Wt'. 

W",vt. >fVbl{e . ..l.;' V\:\.(, ,( _ vve. V e.. ~~ 
(ot{\ (1:)v}e- c\o.~ W <;Yf', g,o\- (o\l/\O·\\0.:::.v 

""-'I 
CIOH 01 '0115 

CU"r~'tly , Aller 11. state e)edjon is canetJ. ~ haw biltw""" ~;l1O 7 dity:;; to 
r*1H 10 \/(lie. 

7) Do~,~.ypung_P"'Jl'.cqAJW~"~~~.nO.~ m /(Hnn;!I ilft>li<mril4lUiwis.~t9d? '- ,--:'- '-." ' . : -

Ny'H !deii 

Nor to 1,,,,,J>004 1~", ... 1 el&c1Ion,!IlII Sp<;I<:iaJ Minis!", 01 State, Erk: Abetz 
proposed thal: 

the &~OrallOll be oIoSOO Ig M W IIOIIII"~ on tht! day IhR FlIfw".till/'l writ ... woold ~ .. 
I!l/iucd (l,l3ually ItIB My th P. ",w.ti/l,.1a anoouoced); arK! 

p.eople "';shlrog Iu dlW>giil ltIi " i nromQII\ delaHs be 9/VC1l l1li'00 00yr. ID 00 00. 

Tti~ p((lp(>5al did not I"UCvW iI~ ~ was flOlll141ponoo I)y 111& nOI'l-govemment 

""~ 
" __ 'N.$,\\ __ lNi\\" \ 

'{:!!,fLPc.e. 

, 



Fixed election dllY 
In Qup.P.I1.oJand, there is 1"10 fix&d eledion day for slate el<!ctioo .... 

A fixl!d elec;tion day could allow imp/oiled cr.ics education CQUI~~S, mDC~·elections 
and cthe,- str~tegi"s encouraging ),m.(l9 i-"'OpI~'!i Itr.gagement wit11 electioos to be 
ptann&<:! in ad~arn::e (see MlIller). For e)(ample. a fixed al9Ction di.y YKIuld ali<Jw 
CMc:! educators to plfln and oonduct their cournes in parallel with an olOClion 
camp1\ign. 

~ Do yOIJ 'think impmYetd. civics MucAliOn ~ a Worlhwhila rMSOO tor government 
1St bconsiWr a cJlasJgl! to fixed Jlinil electioos?· ' 

New ld9i!s. 

'\< 
In au~ensland. elections tor all local govemmMt au!h()filie.~ are geMrlllly h~1d 
e~"fy four y .. ari un \1 ... 1«,.1 Saturday in M",,~h. 

New voting ;ystem 

In QuccMlnnd. 11 ~%tom of optional prcforenlial voting is used. A feO'! &rKlBl about 
'OPV' is IIwlilllble fmm: W\W>'.~.g<lkLgrw.~u. 

Do you 'think YOurl9.ptiOpIl'J woo~,_IJe'-morell/(eJr.-!ijl'oto ..It IM~~ing$YSlem 
WiJ$ d!~ .so fl;ar CMdidates ,running,"" Ci'lIWn l~uetot pllrfWlsr interest 
~,r;::tt't.;;'P{1I Wlifll:.:~liklllyJo gff. eWOO .Mdhavi.a'v ...... .e in 

!,ew i;Kl~s 

~ 

Ar>r"'" "Ji" D (;UI]I""" " J ""btod v~,,,iur, ul i;1 f-'''f-'''' 1-"<iV<',-~'d In,-"" inq'~iry, II"nd~ 
Oil p,.,/liitrnunl, by the l"9al and CUl1sliMi"",,1 CcIHmitt .... of Ihe previous 
P~rli~m9~t II provides informalion abolrt our vollng svstem and ways it miyhllw 
ctl1lll\jod 10 prol'ide more !iWflIlty ir1 candidatos who might 00 elected, 

As in QLJ..,,,,nslarxl, lh~ votino sys~m"" tr"., IJK mAkp.~ U v~ry dillicul! for 
Clrldidal~. from ",i"lJf pal!i"" to grit .. I .. d~d. ~) May 2005, some 500,000 '\C00n1 
I'luWnt5 in too UK VOled In a mock llIoclion!o coklcida "IitM the y"r>er~1 ~Wio~s 
The students \IQ!ed for tile ootual cf!J1didaICs, The results sllowOO Ihat the 
atudents were attrllct~ 10 pllrtie~ which r~n candidate~ on oert(lin iGGu()5: lor 
",ri\l'!1p1~, 5tuda"~ who fl!~ passOOate about th~ ellviroomflnt volr!!d for th& Clreen 
P~f!Y. D"~!JI't" f~ilin9 IQ haw ~ singf~ G""rJkJa!~ r .. t<.lfrwd ir11he general ~leciiC>l'l~, 
the Green Party SeCltJl"Cid 45 out of a possible 349 seats In th~ mock ekiclion. 

p"OflOI1ion~r reprp.sMlation voting, ""'l';h i~ ,,~P.d for S~Mte el~ctiornl 
pro",;ws grw.l<ir OPP0rlr..<i ily for minor palti ... to win seats_ 

, , .. -
_. _._----- --------,--------~--~--~~--

' ... ~ -} 

n Austrntio., 



Voting ago 

In AU5tra~II,,)IOU mllSt be 1B years old to O'Ot8. Th~ mmmlJf11 voting ag~ in nther 
countries ranges from 15 te 21. 

The minimll11 ages set by th€! law tor other aclivijies arlllistect ~ .. ppendU: B. 

i ~t;1~~~~~~~JJ~V:;~!fj~rq~ 
New ideM 

In-Ap,iI2004, /Qliowing a project on the age of elactoral majorty, the Unltoe! 
Kingdom Electoral Cammim;ioo recommended \hat me minimum ago for aJllcvols 
(If voting in public eledion~ in the UK ,..."ain ~!18I"'ars for the time beine. The 
UK Ele:";lofal Commission advised. r...wever, that it 9Xpecl~d to undertake a 
lurlher formal r .. ~i .. w ullh" minm<.m voting ag9 within iI fUr1hllf fFv~ 10 seven 
wars. It IiIlcouraglld Ihll oovemment 10 oooskklr iIIni.~lirt{l" wider review of!ho 
aga of majC>nty. 

In 2000, a rerort on changing social arid legal frameWOl1<$ for young Australians 
i:moo that, despjle.OI"OO inierl!st in g~tting mOfll irl\lolvad in Ih~ir oommunity and 
;;, yo""mm~nt d&dsion-maklng processes. young people were quite 'GIUClant to 
claim tha right and ,csponsib~ity of having the vote youl\ger man at nge 16. The 
majority (74%) at YOllllC people involved in tM "'~''''I.rch ~~;d that they were 00\ 
ready Of mt~rM!...ct in Qetling involved in formal political processes SL(;h as votifl!J 
before they w~r'" 18. n ... j, I-''''''''ti a!;!r~, with iI miljori!y (61 %) ~LJY!l"stioy thal 
l'o~ng pooplll arw not mature enough and not intefCsted in \IO\i"9 befom tI1GV aN 
18, and that young people undar 18 htI~e otiler pressures to confront and oontcfld 
with (S89 C,'Irson. ri17O"r~1d al"Jd Roche) 

Compulsory voUng WP!O irltrOducGd in Qusanslan(lln 1914 and by the 
C<Jmmonwaalttlln t924. Research by Milncr (published in Givir: Literacy: How 
InIormaa cnizorn; Maks Dsmocracy WOlf(, lJl1i\1ersity PrO!s,'I Qf New 81gland, 
Hanover, 20(2) indica!~~ th~! th", O!Ifecl of introducing c<>mpJ~OI)" V(lt'~g in 
Au.~tralia was to brng about a 230/. ~a~ inc ....... 1I in ~oti"y. 

"'Aa \:)::nu \~,,~ C~ -\'-"~ __ OO< :,"XJWle 
-~)qg::., ~{@1:V\ -''-''CM loM&';:!Ie'" I 
~W {O'v----'---_~-\L\C\ '0. ~ol.~\('l 
c<v . OO'if\C ~lli· '" G - \A'" 

vY1'""-' ,y--c \'-1 e... o..A\e>\,,~ "-~ C).QvsACAV'\.C\ 
fd.'(C-C1t~'vI.(''\."* "-:> V<.-0'\' 7 (I ... DO",--t 

Education in schools 

In Queensland schoo~. there i~ nn " ub",,! called 'r.iviG~ educ ... tinn' nr 'citizMShip 
P.d<",~(jon·. Primary and secondary studt'nls leam about dflmocr<ICy, including 
p."liarmml, go,""mrmmt and ~Ioctions, In a number of dltferoot subiects. Stuoonls 
afso ~xperience oomocrncy nl ochool, for exam pie \l1rough electtor1s for ~~i1OQI 
oeuncn members andIor school leaders 

l!due,nlon about domacr~.,y 
Ad(j;j(jnal educ:a\ionll.l opportunilies r~le~ant tn riemo(""r.y in.-:blp.· 



v;sils 10 the Qu~etlsland Parliamenl, ,"r lu ~ ",g;o",1I sitlif"d of llle Queensland 
P .. rliamefll, ilnd 8duc~tional actillibes provided by ParMamsnt:lry Educ~lion 
SCNiccs: and 

ef.9cloral education ac1i\lilitos condllcloo by tI,e AuslraliWl Eleclwill Commission, 
such ili school visits. 

For students 

1ii W~atwor/(ad I'mll tlr!dwhal<1id yw entJr w/lP.(l ytJil IMm' I!boot or 
l!t a:pet}$ocedd~PlocracyinyoursdiOol? ... '. . .. '.. _ 

Miat'i1wI.r;tiii!(i~ (it) IClOfl<X)Ur;;.geyOuto-:v.i(u9 dBllIf}Crar:y ;q!(i 

pfpparcYOlJ i» trlat. wllaro:WninfOrindi £lIUf ~nffdont at>ou! crrtJi19ing In 
democrncy7 

For tenc:hers 

®1;!<>W·dd<>$:ipiJr~d,boI~ch~'~f(Qfi·~P9~rhm>xruy7 
I!l Hcwii.W/d.lil.udf1n/s bfjbf>lfilrPr~fu 8flgag"ii;if"mCi;dipy') . 

!,!e~ld,~a .. 

In pr8'lio1J5 ir>quiies, the legal and Constkuflonal Commit!ee and the Lealll Md 
Cons~Lulional Cornmitw,.. of th" 49th «nd 50th P~rliam""ls I .. "", made 
rscomm9nda!ions about civics (lducatloo In QU(l9nEland. Slml ar 
rooommcodotiolls have been mooe by many other AU$\IaJi(l,n bodies ill rooonl 
years .. A ws! af some of thes ~ recommendlljian~ i~ Mt out in IIppendiX C. 

Tre Com;litul"->n<tl ewrJlrw 01 WI/st\lrn Auslr~~iI was wstOlbi isl!lld to e-rcourage 
poople 01 .'11 ageS 10 learn aOOuttllC Westom Australian pOl~ioaI system and how 
to actively partICipate III I. It oilers di3plays on Ihe Gons\il\AIOIl and aspects of 
citzensh'p IInd poI~~1 h"jory_ Thp. r::Ioctnral Fdur."tiM Centre ~ IooBted within 
the S3ffie complex, arld provid"s int .. ractiv~ programs alowing people 10 c,,~t a 
vole, discO\ter the origins of diimocr~cy ~nd U(lder~tand how 111\1 voting sy;tem 
worKs (SW "-"'lW.QQQrllre.l\'<lQQ'{,_~'l®&mffi). Programs, presented n way;; 
w~Ch Mgaoe younO people, are al~o conducted tor school students \'isftinQ the 
C~nt""_ T PIIr.IlF!, "."""r~" k~~ rnmr',...""nt ,,"'".h rrno,,,m n"~,,, .. o .. "",,"" "" 
v~,ious topics are avarnabte 10 :schools in , .. mata areas_ In additioo, tho'J 
Cem.tiluli,,,,,,1 C,,"1re h>l'" de""rope<j;o,n 'Out Reach Program' wlJich ;-lVO"W a 
ngtwork of local People in rural and remote areas 01 Western AI,ISlra.g~ providin~ 
program~ to students in those aroas. Some programs are specific> le indiQOnous 
comrrn.Jni~ies. 

A Civics and Cilizo,!lsilip EdU(;;o,tion website { .. hidl ~ocQ(por~t .. s a prev,JUs 
'Discov .. r;ng txlmocracy' wgbsile) Is www.QLI1!:!HI!lJiol~shiQ.9du.au. 

'Kids YoUng USA' i~ rl nlltionill non· profIT, non·plI.rti~ ~n org~nislilion that leacl1es 
~ttxient,. ahout c:~i~""ship, civOc 'esponsrbil~y, dernocr~y and poIitic~1 
pao1icipaliun. Togel~ wit~ das~",om aL1ivilies, "luu<i!nls are ~rQvid"d with 2n 
opportunity to cast a 'Kids Voting' ba~o! on electloo day, and they vOt9 on ttlIiI 
same oandidate~ and ISSUes a3 ~duns. In 2004, 1.5 mllioo Students tvrncd 001 10 
vot~ lor p'Mirlp.ntiRi, f,:,c~ ann ~l"tp. ~anctidate~. Arl\a~ with ~ Kirls Vot,19 USA 
prcgrarn h«w show"d ~ wli-Iy ",t" fur r"llisl"",{) 18 year oIds whid> is 14% 
hi<t1or than j()( l1oo-parlloipating areas. Seel'lW".\'.Kldsl-'QllngM§~. 

Aa part of!he Kirls Voting lISA ~erv""" 'DrJubleCfick Democracy (see 
WWW_~:"'Y9t;"quM S! qIDoob!e ClicMrrtrq .M Q) \V~~ d e -ve"""ed to ",.IIo.¥ .'t"d~nI., re> 
~art <:i~~I" in an authentic voting ~xperienc() u,fny a web-ba",'~ vu\i"y 'ySI" m. 
Too onil~e ballots replicato tM Cllndidat03 and ~suos aduM 'lOW 101, ilfIO provi:1 s 



stuck,!,nIs w~h pr8C!~ ballots which have links to candidate biographi~ and o1her 
fliSOUrcW. About 35,000 students particlpal9d during thll2001 prllsid'ifItial 
eloctions. 

'Tel/n~ N2 Pol~~' is a US·based website ..nli<;h offers ycu1g people an 
opportun1ty to partlolpate In discussion fOM.ims on topics such as the <.lOOnomy, 
foreign paliojl, generaj polrtic:al issues, 8nimals atld the environment. Provision is 
aiM made !or young people to contribute to dis<;ussions under the banner of 'left 
wing char :iilld 'riqht wing comer'. SIIG ~...t~I!L~RQrtic!i.coml!orumsl. 

~ \ ,(ec "'01" \Ic;_~ 'rol\""l 
""cL~fuo& ltn>l<\, MO\(!, "'.b><c o,w). 

~~~t~~ ~l'il~~ 
\\-fo.o,bg:v'''''v\...t. .\-0 do =\Vtcl , 

Political parties 

ThQ 2004 YOUIlg Australian of Il,,, Y .... r, HUgll Ev",ns, l.as sugg~st..u that young 
pwpllllool ~LJt aLJt of mainstream party politics. 

Th .. fOO11er <:Moensland 5tal\! Youth AcMsory Ccuocil tcld lIle cummilloe Ihat u,.. 
Issues addrassoo by political partieS. particularly at election time, are dominated by 
those relevant to older people and our ageing population. 

~ ~~~!f#t,ijjjjJJjf,€,~~~e;;\;Yi>lkI!1;;'llit01¥qljl',~!'irl1Itg!iet1l':'JiI 
l!l ~i'b:~;'<"'!".':~\i~".;;;~M:i:Wi!'Y'~{·~;:i' '; \';'W, 'i~f,'<!!'";~',,,~;, .!","" , 

Np.w irlNt,~ 

Or Ariadn~ Vromon, n lceturor at the UnivcrMy 01 Sydnay. researches young 
POODle and pollies, ShO! wrnO!s thllt, Till! OM ~rO!~ of pIIrticipation that rema,"~ 
Inw for young people, and indeed tor most Aus!ra~II(lS. is membersllip 01 politi<;O'II 
~arties. Rath(lr than lab(llling party m(lmiJociihip de<;linlil as a~"thy, "'" ""911110 
500 how unapponling politjc[lj p3.rt~~ have OOOOrTlC. !lnCl tt is up to panles to 
ilwofV9 a new gMO!mtion, Thi.'l might not be hy way 01 formal member~hip: 
Ins\eocl, parlies might constAt young people 01) issues relevant to the~ ~ve~' (see 
VcornIilflJ. 

In the US, ~ natiDllwidO! ~Iudy of youth att~ude~ found th~1 ~oung people Wllfe 
;,cl",!) in too .. comml!flities but not CQIlC""ned ",bout politic", A~ an OI.ltr:nrn" m 
Ihat ~lulJy, a strat .. q~ adopted to re-connoct youth t[) l1mrl<x.nIL'y i>; Ihat, ucxiny 
QI~otion o~mp3i9nG, th" modia "ffor youth-modGlr"t~o candldalQ d<ob:>!Q~ (~ Q<> 

Nat'onaf As~ocialion 01 Secretaries of ol~le). 



" -----

Polilleians 
Many resealch studies in Au~tri'llia ~nd int~ationally roweal thi'lt young pl'ople ar~ 
r:ynical about the behaviour of fX>1~dans, 

<;0) i-hw ~n poIilicians tl7M1Sel\l~5 restore Iht'! faith of. yO/fng ~ in 
1ft dffl1ix;rar:;y? 

N\jw iOO~s 

" 

Or Ar~dne Vramen My,; In,,-! rclt""an~ only COI1sid~r young [>"OP!e when they 
preAAn! 1\ problem; that young peap!£. to;ond \Q be l«1~d about rather than talked 
wilh; and ~hat yOllllg pII<lpte's pe'5poc1iV~ af .. rar~1y L'1<;lud .. d in public oob~ le. 
Dr Vromen ilu<J9GStS that what 1& nooded is dileot evidence 01 young p!l,~pjg'il 
experiences ood nrgumonts baGoo on suCh evldeMe (3ee Vlotnfm). 

In the Unit"d St~t"'~. CM3,Ja and the Un~ed Kingdom, ,..mere voting isn't 
compulsory, it has b<;.en ."uwn th~t ~'tXltad w~h p<l~tical Pi"t"'~ ;",d ca!ldidates is 
,m important ~l9mllnt 01 'gGl-oul-the-vote' stratagioJ,s. Fonowlng the 2001 British 
gcncrJI CltctiQn, the UK Electoral Commisaioo ;dentified a laok 01 c:anvassing by 
poIrticians liS a lik<!!ly rM""n fnr dl."-~illi~fll(:tinn (~nd low ILJm<>l l ) ~moog first·lime 
W:r:" '5. 

--
------,-------
-------- ----

Being heard 

While )<lLJi1() reop~ mlly be turned off pol~ics as it current~ operates, many 
studies aod sea-v .. ),>, ha'l" found that young Ww!1iI ilIa 'I\l!)' inter~sted in p<l iti<;~1 
isSUllS m portant to them. The cMlklrl9c for ~ovornmomG is 10 cnqaQo with YOl,rLg 
pooplc. and lIle fil31lhl1~ that yooog p8opl~ M.y is that Ihe~ wa~1 to be heard. 

l1J HJYO you usoo ony of tile .(.IOYemmenl OPPOItUnitieS /0 voice your opinions 
I!! atoot IS~Ue!!? How eff ... ,jiv" WdS il'.' 



New ideas 

In WOlo~m Australia, tha CiVIcs and Cttlzenshlp UM in \he Department of Prllmillr 
and CUbinct aims to enhance democraey in that state ttlfOU<;lh eivics cduca.tion 
~nd the promotion of an active c~izenry, The go::.al is a community where Il.II 
We~em A\J\llralians are valued as citiZ!lnS, whIIrll fullY play a sign~icanlrol .. in 
&ettlng policy prtorflies and whoro they help shape tl1(l nature 01 1I'I0ir society (soo: 
wwwe1izeoscooo.wa,gov.alll), 

Or Ariadrw Vroml.>f1 suggests that, 'Young peopla nlwa a broad rang\! ut 
llConornlc. social. and polrtical expo/kneelS' and that we IlCCd to 'crc~te inclusive 
1OfJ'rul Of govemancetflot recogn<se and build upon different W8yrJ of mak~ 
communities. Tho~e in power nood to Ksten 10 young people mon., and young 
JI"OPle's di_~~ views and IIJ(peri9l1CIIS n~ 10 b9 articuiatlld in thll media' (see 
'1rom9n). 

" ~rr;;),~~vl~t'S}j~~ \-1ah .. 

Nil"" icJ.;.as 

~ 

In 2003. the Gommis~ion for Childrefl MId YOlJ!\Q People was in'iiled 10 participate 
in a C'.ilmmiffffl fnr Ihp. c\evp.iopment 01 a sports and recreation facilityfor )IOUn!) 
people 00 Pak" Island in Nor~l Quel.>f1"land. The Commission umlllrlirwd th9 
importance ofthli commtttoo asklng young people what Il19ywantQd. Thli iS5U<O 
for tile Commission wa~ not so muoh "/loW do we ilwo/vc children in the tJuiklinq 
01 Ihj~ flldlily"hut rllther "haw do we ~llhe facility the chilr:h!n Wtln/?: 

111 2003, in Parramwlt~ ill Sydn .. y. a Yout;, JI.I"Y pm5ent<!d young I""-'PI~ witfl 
practical opportun~ies to 19arn and discuss \he dlvers(} interests and concsms 01 a 
wide variety 0/ ycun9 pooplo across the Pnrramntto roOlon. Porticip[Jllts leamed 
sboutteBmwor}{. negotiation 8k~ls and tM powers 0/ goverrvnent. T~s enabled 
them to lorm "'lIli.'ltic rocornmendations 10 support the needs 1)1 the r.()l"",tjv~ 
)QuV, of Parralllatta. 

The aim of the Yolth JulY WaS to assist wah brldgi~g racial intol",allC8 and 
~'\Jltural divilr5ity amoog vounq Pliopl9 0/ Par"'m~tta. 

Th", r..cocmnllndatiu,," uf tt,'1 Youth J..,,-y w'Ir'l aim9d at key QOVli/rnmerll ~nd 
community organisations of Parramat\;J. 

--~~~ .. --.. ---.--.--- --

- ... _._- --_._----

.. 



Taking llciian 

Yourtg people want to be activaly io\lOlwd "democracy_ Voting at election. ~ only 
onil wa~ of b\iing flvolv!/d In a 0001ocrati:: cockily. 

~ W1lkh Q{ tJw 1rJ!f[jw/ng .. dtiVitilis hiiv.. you -i;~fri9cf O'.d, ""would YoU Ii/.,:e 10 carry 
l!t our? -

Aclivlty 

"nl"flj"Mnn 
lnittn\io;l or p.,..,iciiJ(llinQ in ~ loc ... ll{!.l~h project 

toitiatirlg or "i!inIll9 a p<>litlon 

A~end"" a raly or proteot 

Taking pan in ~ Wixo 

Beir>g a n"'"""~r ut ~ politi<;"o.l ~"rty 

Being" rmornber of ~ t>llce w"Woo 

8011,,!! a ",,,mtJ8 f 01 a ;Wd""l union 

B", "!l ~ ""'mhfor of ~ ntlll"[JOVO!mmf!nt 
o'll.n!!la:lon which IobbiQ~ !lo~mmQnt (o.g. Th<> 

Wildem= Coo;,ty. """"cot"! II'IIe",.W/>oI. 

r:;.~09) 

ContaiXin~ a pol(lici~n or 1=1 g<>'J(lmmO!\l 

oouncillor 

Panlcipalinllln a YotIlh Parll"mont 

BeinQ i"",,"'ed in a youth Cauncil 

Being in'JO/VM in (\\1 QrgMlcatioo wtl:ch $ook~ IQ 
""1',,,,,,.0\1 "'" "'"'-_, cJ )"" ."J ~ (~ Q 1"'''''0 
Aus!,"'",n Flu.-oI N~IV>rn1<) 

H~' do". WoLJ!d 1!I<o., 

(.0.-:<) <10 (J 0< .) 

3<' '" ~ (j) 

" if) 

liJ O'l 
GO '" 
'" [7J 

0 CiJ 

'" (lJ 

w 

Young poople snylhnt to be ongnQcd ill dcmocmcylhcy need things such a$: 

intr.'rMtion; 

oppurlu~itie!; to a~tive!y engage ill democra;y; 

an lOCO al)ool what oan be aohieved realistioalry: 

spac(!s in which to mE!eI and disG"s~ ; and 

acoess to the r1tOO1(!t, photocopiers, e'\C, 

ffi \1II",l i/ssisl"'-Wi> or "'I(;OUff>Qlirll.ml du you rJefld from govemment 10 /Akf! 
J!l action at)oul /he/ssws you tesl passionate abool? 

New Idea~ 

Bri:;:banOl City Council has dOlvGtop9<J 'V;s:~~ Ink'. d w"lJs'\<I ",IOd1 allows yoorog 
people to Mvo a Gay in the CoulIOil's programs, The wabsrte CD<l(~I"s 11Iorl1"""-'" 
about how younj) people can have Iher say, events for young poop!e, 1i.1ks to' 



ro~roa.s and !I forum through w~Jeh young pe<l?IOl can e_pr",,:> ttwi, opinions. 
The D>uncil has ,,-Iso prcvidoid )'OW19 poopk;I with arlla& around BrlsIJana WI'HIfIl 
hoi'J can ~"OIIlIi togIIl1K/f IQ meGI and O(g~nise acwroe3 and prCjed9 01 rnere:;llc 
tIem, These areas are a~IbI.!o YDlII(! peq!4e irld .... ~ t­
WWW· • .!! iO~-pn~nrOO. 

Th~ VIctorian Govemmetll proclUCOd a IIand!loek ror yo""O people 0(1 1Icw. 1ney 
C3fI Cteo1!(l change In their comrnlJMy. Thft ha.nd;)ook provkIes 5uggesOOn5 00 
now)lOOng people can get act;;'" Oil a proj...:' lhvy fWl PUlikmatll abc><.(, and 1lQw 
!hey can ",p~nl@nt that prQ)~1 ($IUI ~.~,~Wll!!Imf'§tmlo3~. 

Tnl) Foundation for Young AU3traltllns is ~ ""n,pIQf~ orOMlsaflon dO!>dicated!O 
dG~elllPl ng iI1noVl'!iW8 initi.!\liVfl tnoll suppoo1 and ~npuw~ I"''IIIQ ~ '"!/!I'd 12 
10 25. T~ I!I f'o.",datiorl PloW.k/!; swd-furdng IQ I kIoos, ~1vaIv sook.R 00-

IlInding 10 ~ppor1 initiativGs 3r1(1l'1f11ps he rrx:ipienl3 elrVOlI,I'G "'emoo~ 110 
ensure Ion~term SOOQir.atlllity. Each year, the FounMlion INIM!!""' 3 portfo(lOoI 
OIIInt$ ~tallng aIXHJ SS m6on . • ' '''ut ~5% at IIabI g.al\' funding is d...rc_ boo 
!i'uhtiVIU ~CiIJy designed IQ boniIit ~ll ~ Austr ali<MlS (sw 
)!'W'*. m oo !liIustrafW'!$. 2Iy). 

,,-------

NQw kIPOa 

Tt>o V<,Nth Ei<o<:I;otal Study (VE6) found that porcnl3 are regoo.rdoed by:fOUl'l9 
people as !he !'I'II!:lt impoo1a'll SQlJICe 01 IfIrOl'Tl'lalXln 3boo1 """ng. T ~viaKln and 
n~popet'S are !he next JnG3t iTtlW'""ni, oo..ever ,...,.,1'I9 people w;e..these lane. 
so-~ree.l wiIh s""", ,;cp.pt;cism. 

" \t.Cl\ hy CJ.\ru .lb:(P< \1M._llihL. 
\:'P "'<;) . ~(.W' .c,ad ";;\lC:\01- k 

--.<-- --
-'------

~ WJI.3t ro;e 0IIn 1IOrI~ ~NnS or o::m'!lO'",;,y 0IlJ'~ pk!y 
If' ~ ~rr~ )'OtifIg ~It! aaiva and ;rl'oIPJNfId wil l! <iotorIUCllfC:Y' 

New iIl ejlS 

TnO InSpr;B t-QUnclat",n (.\/!/I www i~$R iffi_org."U) fI; j, nallonal nOIl ' prol~ 
fOll'1Mthrl....tlich a;"1S to C I "" llIlJ!.'wrl"'iti~s lor 'I'IIUrl Q Au.tr;alians, pri'lcipally 
~ b~"""'IIl 1\3 and 25, 10 n&lp ' h&mslltvc~ and IJthCr~. Too FO'.lrulmion 
lICknCIYI~mlllial yctrnq OCOP!e: 1'ItIflI. 10 maJce "- posilve o!~ft renUl illtltir o ... m 



liV1l1\ and in t~i' canmooilies.. Young people are actively [rwolved in IM 
dw~opl11ent ""d dol,wry <Jf all Ilw Fourl<.lati",,·s in iti"liv~s. erle initiative, 
'A~Nol'f, Is a web-based servfce that lI'i l provide young people w~h Inlo.'ma~an 
aIld support 011 how they can bocome iIro/(llved in iMues or CIllJlles ir1thair 
cmlO1JJ1ity that they ~re passionate aboot. 

""formation 
inctude • 

Too US Ad CouncM Is a non· prom organisation Which produces, dlslribuh;ls and 
f">l"(lmotM public Mrvico oamp~ng on a ranee oj !:miles. A 1O<J('f'I\ ,,~mpa.'Iln. 
'Fi-;lht MMnequini~m'. IOCU5.~ed on improving youth civic ~lIl1l1c~ment arld voter 
participation It in\l(lived televisioo and radio a~ aimed at O&Hi<1g young peOflle 
inwivll<! in issu~s th .. y C~re .. !.>out, voluntaeri"g ,i.lld voting 1$* 
wvrw . l!ghC!Ili\.n 0 "'!Il!tlisllUlro). 

'HoCk!he Vote' i~ 11 non·proflt orgllni~fion which aim~ to engage YOUf1, peop:o in 
Ihi- political proce~ .• in the Un~ed SI;!Ite~ ~nd d",,,, atlenfioo kl ;,sue!; of concern 
to YOlJllg pe,,>,"". It coordinates voler regi,traHcOl clrives and educat"", ~or"'.s to 
"niur" younQ ~Iij ij~fircioo thi/iT right to votfi. Youth cutturllis harnessllu ic1 11* 
promo1ion 01 its c~mp.aigns, many o! which featl.l"c high prOfile aolebritoes i!loludlnll 
mU3iolans, acl~, atlll..,les and comedians. In \he .. '004 ~Ieotions, 1.;2 miilion 
people took advantage of the organisation's o"'in~ vof"r r"'Ji"tr~lion far.ilily, ~rod It 
lurll.er 200,COO r"'~;,;tefi!d a" ap;l.r! of U", Ruck U", Val", Bus Tour across the 
C\lunlry (see 'NI'IW .(ocktM..l'Qta&,tm). 

------



':::;l',ld~LLN..s flY ".I.£l~v.g t:r subl'A.L~_~Wv. 

There Is no set form for a su!lm~sion lofh~ committee. Sutlmi:l.'lions may be made usino 
fh ... i1qulfy resf>OOse Iorm or in Ihe form of a letter, a sub:stantial paper or a snort 
d<)cumilflt and tI1l1Y may includ9 appendlcos. SUbmlssicili; may contain filcllo, opinions, 
al\l!S11cntt; aM reoommefldations for aOliOll.} he most usotul submis~ions are 10 tile 
point. 

The comrniit!!ewould prefer written submissions. butwi" also ~ccept sLJbmissions on 
audio tape. For written slbmis!Oions, typed or pfWlted teXt isprelerable, though legb~ 
h>UJd-WJittoin submissions are a=ptablll. NumOOrwd pages and, for submis~oos ill 
IIxcess 0120 paqcs. a briOf summary and a tab~ of cO/1lcnm is alSO helpM, 

All submissions must inclUde tha name and conlnel ootails of the person mating thl! 
~ubmissiOll. Those maJ<iIlO a 3ubmission on behalf Of an organisaTion sMul<:! >ndiCatc at 
what 1ev411h .. ~ubmi~$"'n hu """'" 'lulhori$ed ("9 .,,"'-committ ...... pre.tdent. mail". eto.). 

PutWo offioe~ may mllke slklmi.!.Sions as privatI! individuals. Howe~er . .if reference is 
made in ~ submissm to their officilll ~~ion. a should also be m~ clP.~r IMlfhl! 
submiss ion i,. mad<! in a privatI' c"+la<;ity. Subrniisiuns frorn gov •• mmellt departml!!lts 
should t>.. al.flhorislld [n accordance w~h normal depanmWltal proci/dtJr9. 

Content and rclcv:moe 

1\ submission may cover some or II~ 01 me issues raised in the fCsponse lorm. ~ WOUld be 
MelpkJl it sulxnissiMs d .. Brly statocl wh .. .h i~.~ue~ am being addr.,.;sed. 

The committee's u~uaJ rrtloOO("iur'" i~ In piJblicty rel''MM IIM tllbie :o:ubrnlssiQng in tM 
Legislative Assembly_ Not il. submissions -,,'. 1 n<l<:~.iiarily be published andlor tabled. The 
CO!Tl!flitl .... reS\lfV% 11111 right to not publish or tablg oonlidiofllial submission~, or 
slll.lmisslons which are irretevant. contain scurriloos or dOfamatory mat(lrlal, or ar(l 
eThefWi:le not 3uitable tor pub~shinQ. The oommitll!e WlII infonn you rt it dooides nolTO 
ac~l. n; not 10 all/naris!' the pubiicafioo of, your submiMinn. 

Confidentiality 
Th6 comn)i!I .... all\lrnp~ to O'OOduel its inqulfills in tl, .. most "I"'fl Wily po.sibl",. Howeve<, 
r)'O'J t>..n"v" mat your submission (or part ol~) should not b~ madg pLJtlic, ct"arly wril", 
'confidential' on 93Ch page and. in a briof covering lotter. explain why your submission 
ShOUld be treated confidsntil!lIy. The committee will then cOMidl!r )'Our request for 
conficlen'i~~ty 

UnauthQri"ed Rei .. ,.,. .. 

OIlC~ Ill" ~"mmitl"" roc""v,,s il Eubmission, it b9Como>s cornmitt~ .. ~r~..rty i.nd shoold 
nol be published wrthOUllhc oommfttoo'S authorisatiOn. Publication or a submission 
without the committee's authorisatiOll ml!an~ thIIt !hlll publi<:B.tion I~ nol protecled by 
pMWi\ll"l ~nlary privilege and may am<;llJflt to a contempt of Par~"m .. nl 

An $ubmi5~ions tohoutd bII sant to 

Tt',ll Rllso>arch Director 

Legal, ConstitLttiOllal ~nd Administrative R"vlGw Commltte" 

BRISBANE OLD 4000 



T, 

SubminJ.In'ii CioE8 on Wednesday, 30 November :?O\l!;i 

Extensions 10 the closinll date may be given. It you need mora tino 10 muko a 
submisilion, 0' ~ you '!'quire lurth .. , information, COI1tact the committ"",'~ ~OC'et8rat on: 

Telephone: (07) 3400 73.)7 
Fax: (07) 3400 7070 
Ern ... ;!; .. a'cep ... rl;arnenl&!;l.gQY .... ~ 

Copies 01 Ihi!! p~p~r ~r<! all other puhlicat ions by troe Legal and Con~titLJtioMI Committee 
'''~ availabl~ on tha lotsme! via tllOi! oom"~t1,,,,'s oom"l-"'Q<' at 
www.p".~ .. m\Wt.QId.gov.iluloommiiJ~~9v.htm 

!'lam!!: _ 

Age (c.ptb nai); 

Conl..,t (\I,Y. P' 1()flW rt "'f1oor): .... 

EmaJ 




