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RESPONSE FORM

This fomr can be used to send your views to (ho commitias. Plsass send It 1o:

The Research Director

! egal, Constfutional and Aomindirates Rovisw Commiites
Pafiament Houss

George Syaa

Brispana Qid 4000

(Y7 A4DA 7070
leare@ padiamentald.gov.auw

Or fax it o:
L ermail 4 to:

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEQPLE
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND
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Your Volee

The aim of this inquiry i to make practical recommendations to
increase he interest and paricipation of young ceople in demeocracy in
(lumensland,

The commitips wants (o hear from voung poaple, in particular, about:
what is needed in Cueanskand;

5
8 what will worke

[

r what won't; and

% what vou want o do or experisnce.

We wnuld alse like to haar from all people in Quesnstand wha have an
interest in yaung people, or in young people engaging in democracy.

T4 halp vou 1o think abolt, disclss and respond o matters relevant o
the inguiry, we hawve o1 out below some:

o issues: and

S examplos of stratogics suggested of Iried elgawhere,
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voting Systam and slectordi. Covanmission Quesnsland

Education/information

It is the job of Ihe Electoral Commission Quaensiand (ECQ) 10 cnsure tha: peaple
enrol and vole at clections. To do this, the ECQ uses education and awareness
pmgrama {e.g. postcards, poslars and school visits).
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New deas

*  In 2003, Elections Canada partnared with Cable in the Classroom to develop &
new velar aducation program for students, including a contest challenging psople
agzed 16 to 18 to crecle 30-second public service announcaments on video teting
their peers why the demoeratic process and voting are important.

+  The United Kingdom Eiectoral Commissinn's ‘Do Pofitics’ aims to get young

people invalved in democracy. It may be accessed al: www.dopalitivs co.uk. ‘Do
Polfics' eonducts workshops and events, and provides resourcas and training

acruss the UK for vaung peaple,

v In Australia, the Youth Eleclaral Study {YES) faund thal some incentives would
aftract & firat vote. Young people said a tax break or the use of prumetional rock
conceris would be the most effeciive ncentives, but thare was alsc somea suppon
ter the notion that incsntives should nol be negded as voling i3 & responsibility
that comes with citizenship.
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Yotar registration
Ir Australia, cach person must compisete an enrolment farm to ragister 1o wite.

? How could ths ECG maky it eaa-‘er for yaung peapra m anrm‘ and become
rogistorod 1o vote?

New deas

+  Insome countries, registration is done by the governmani 2o that paople are
Jutomatically registered when they reach voting age. An international repart by
the Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistence, Youth Voler Parficipation,
suggests autematic regisiration by the government rathor than it being a duty of
aach parsen {0 enral.

v Oher countries enable people to register al a polling staticn on election day, ur
on-line.

+ In Canada, Elections Ganada dantifies people who have turned 18 through
intormation provided by, far example, the tax office and motar vehicle regesters.
Tha Chisf Flecioral Officer writes lu these pecple tu ask them tg contirm iat thay
ave eligible 1o vole and consent 10 belng Included in tha national rogistes.
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Polling slations
In Queenslang. polling stations are uaually iocaled in sehecis or halls and are eper:
hetwesn Bam anr Gpm.

ﬂ How could tha ECQ make it easier for youny peopls to cast thetr vole?

Maw deas

s Inregent Canadian etections, Elections Canada introguced more polls in [ocations
o which young people have eagy access, such as near student residences and
universthy neighbourhoods.

v InCanada, polbng slEtions are open for 12 howrs.

v Delegations from the Australian Elactorat Commission and the Victotian Elestoral
Commission observed electronic voting grocesses at elactions in the USA, UK
and fretand betwesn 2000 and 2002, The delegations considered the different
oplians {hal are avaitable, thetr advantages and disadvaniages aind how each
option would gult Austraiia’s voting systemns, Tne delegatlons recommenged 8-
¥oiing be made available 10 ceflain classes of voeters including voicrs in Antarctica,
wotara in remote localions, votars with a disabitty and averseas voters [seo

wewrw A Jov.aw’ contentwhatvotingfelecirgnic_repoi/index htr and

wew.aes.gov.aw contantwhatvvoting/E-voting report.pdf).

» Arecent report of the Victorian Scratiny of Acts and Begulations Committca,
Victarman Flectoni: Dameaceary, considered slectronic woting. It racammended
that Vietarian elections should not be conducted remately via infarmation and
communications lechnologies in the near future, but identfied the following key

advantages of remote vating sysiems:
- =asy access lor travellers and disabied poaople;

- providing an inierace for olber technologies such as screen readers, Braiffe
vomputers, magnidiars or glernative data antry systems;

- allowing lur the sasy and cheap distribution of batiot papers in different
fanguages;

- instanlanepus processing; and

- allowing voturs 1o aceess a wida range of other informaltion white considering
and gasting thoir vote.
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Advance voting

Currendy in Queensiand, i you can't vote at your nearest polling booth on the day
of a slate election, special arrangaments can be made for you Lo cas! your vole,
such as by advance voling in person or posial voting, These options are avaliabla
i unly soma circumstances - for exampia, if you: will be interstate on polling day;
nhave a disabity; or can'i veta on thaichybem:mnf refigious befiefs For further
intormation, see www ecq old qov.au

Do.you Hiink e young, pﬂi:pb would vote i they could do s al zny lme in
f'a ﬁawk}eaﬁrg tya m,@ ;ﬂp;ﬂ}n. w;aur nmmf pﬁaet amf special

Il.'I

MNew doas

v Inthe UK, posizl voting is avallable 1o any aligible voter on request. A person may
apply for postal voting for 4 particular slection, for a certain period of ime ar far all
fnure elections,

v To tacilitate voling, the state government could declare the day of a stale slecticn
a public holiday or schedule an electlon for a day other than a Saturday.

v In fuiurg, If electronie voling wers 10 be intraduced, far axample, it need et be
nececsary 1o have an ‘election day’, with ail wvotes cast on the same day. Voting
could take place, for example, over an ‘election week'.
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Close of rolls

Currently, alter & state election is called, people have betwesn 5§ and 7 days to
ragister o vote,

mw%mﬂemﬂb&ﬂsﬂﬂg&dtﬂﬂcmmmﬁm
to-eniol altur arni election is.called?

New ideag
v Pior ta the P00S federal election, the Special Minister ol State, Eric Abatz
propesed thal:

v tha alectoral roll be closed to new voters on the day the alection writs would  he
issuad (usually the day the election is annaunced); and

*  peaple wishing to change their enrolment detalis be given throo days ke do 0.
This proposal did not provesd as it was not supportad by the non-govemment
parties.
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Fixed election day
In Quernstand, there is nG fikad eleciion day for state clectians.

A fixed eleciion day could allow improved civics education aourses, mock-glections
and other strategies encouraging yuuny people’s engagement with elections to e
planned in advange (ses Milner). For examole, a fiked elaction day would allow
mivics aducators 1o plan and conduct their couraas in parallel with an alection
campaign.
e you think impeoved chvizs aducation is a wm:‘rwhﬂa reasan for govemment
io consider a change (o fixed lenm elactions? -

Mew idoags

+ InQueensland, elections for all local govemment authorities are generally held
every four years un he last Saturday in March,
i "

Mew vating system

In Queensiand, a systam of optional prefarential voting is used. A fact ehest about
'OV is available from: waww.eng qld gov.au,

? Do you think yaung. peopla would he.more Jikely t.vote if the voling sysiem

s changed 5o that mnd:datas funning On caraln fssues of p&r&ﬁuiar inforest
12 yonneg paa;.n'a wme mme Mcer}r e‘cr ga! eﬁmﬂad and ha-.ra .a mme fii
parfiament? " _ ; : _

New ideas

r Appendix D conlains g evised vorsion of g papen pregeresd for an inggiry, Hands
o Pariiarneni, by the Legal and Constituticnal Cammilles of e previous
Parlizment. [t provides information about our voling system and ways it might be
changed to provide maore diveraty in candidates who might be glected.

+  Axin Quesnsland, the vating system in the UK makes it very diflicult for
candidales from ninur parties fo get etecled. In May 2005, some 500 00 school
students in the UK voted In 2 ock elaction 1o coincide with the ganeral elections.
The studems volod for the actual candidates. The results shawad that the
atudents wera sitracted lo parties which ran cendidates on certain issues; for
arample, stodents who felt passionate about the environment valed for the Green
Parly. Dewpfte failing to have g single candidale relurmed in the general elections,
the Green Party seoursd 45 aut of 2 possible 349 soats in tha mock elgctien.

Fropartional represeniation vating, which is used for Senate efzctions n Australia,
provides greater opiorunity for minor parties 1o win seaks.
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Voling age
In Austratie, you must be 18 years oid to vots. The minimum voting ags in ather
coumtries ranges from 15to 21, -

The minimurn ages set by the law for other aotivities are listed in appendix B.

ﬂ Sh:nr!d;he voling. digre be fowerad o ‘i?m*«?ﬁwafs? WWhy or By ? {f‘ﬂ?@
wotirg age is Kowerad, should voting at theriowered ago e comprisany? -~ -

Naw id

rin-April 2004, tollowing a project on the age of elegtoral majority, the Unlled
Kingdom Electorat Commission recarnmended that the minimuim age for all lavels
of ¥oling in public elections in tha LK remain At 18 years for the fime baing. The
UK Electorat Cominissian advised, howewer, that it expecled to undartake a
turthey formal review of Ihe minimum voting age within a further five o seven
vears, It encouraged the govemment to eonsider initiating a wider raview of the
age of majority.

v In 2000, a report on changing sacial and legal frameworks far young Australians
faund that, despite sorne interest in getting more involved in their community and
in guvernment decision-making progasses, young people wers quite reluciant ta
tlalm the right and responsibitity of haying the vote younger than at age 18. The
majority (74%) at young people invalved in the ressarch sald that they were nol
ready or interested in geting involved in formal political processes such as vating
before they were 18. Thelr parants agresd, with a majority (61%) suyyesting that
yaung people are not mature enaugh and not interested in voting bafora they are
18, and that young pecple under 18 have other pressures ta confront and sentond
with {s8e Carsan, Filrperald and Roche).

v Compulsory voling was intréduced in Qusanstand In 1914 and by the
Commonwsalth in 1924, Research by Milner {published in Civic Literagy: How
Informed Cliizens Make Democracy Wark, University Prass of New England,
Hanaver, 2002) indicates thrat tha effect of introducing compulsery vating in
Aushralia was to bring about & 23% overall increase in voting.
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Edueation in schools

In Gueensland schoois, thara is no subject called 'sivics education’ or ‘citizenship
education’. Primary and secondary students learn about democraey, including
parliarmenl, governmant and alactions, In & numbar of diffarent subjects. Studants
ais¢ experience democracy a1 sehoal, for exampls through etections for senoo]
counctl members andfor schaol leadars.

Eduecailan abaut demacracy
Additiongl educational epporunities relevant to democracy inchide:
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v wisits jo the Queensland Padiament, or lg @ regiona) sitling of the Queensland
Fartiament, and educational activities provided by Parliamantary Educstion
Services: and

v elseloral education activilies conducted by the Australian Elecloral Commission,
such as school visis,

For students
Yehat worked well and what did you enpy wh:ﬁn ynu feamt at:-mn‘ ar
expenﬂm-?d damacmcy 0 yaursdmef?
Whar Wil Bseld (s ) scnmﬂs ao o encourage you 1o -varus dsmmacy dﬂd
prapate yoir 20 mar ,wou are: ,we# mrwmed and mnr“ dont ﬂbﬂm eng:tgmg in
defmocracy? sy e

For teachers
g How'dogs. your sehicol agproablt cils sducalion dnd Practice. d'amwacﬁ
Howcuu.'d studeris be befter firebared f shgage i democracy? .

New ideas

b Inprevious inquines, the Legal and Constitutional Gommities and the Legal and
Conglilutional Cormmitlees of the 49th and S0th Parfamenls have made
recommendations sbout givies adusation In Queensland. Slmilar
rocommendations have becn madea by many other Australian bodies in recent
Years, A lial af some of theae recommendations i3 set ol in appendix C.

v The Constitulivnal Cenire of Western Ausirslia way sstablished (o encourage:
peaple of 2l agas 1o leam about the Westem Australian political system and how
to actively particspate in it [t offers displaya on the Gonslitution and aspects of
citzenship and poltical history. The Clectaral Fducation Canire is focated within
the same complex, and provides interactiva pragrams allowing people lo cast a
vule, discover the origins of democracy and understand how the voling system
WOrks [Bed wWunw, cocnire. wa. gev.audndax. ntm}. Programs, presenied Inoways
which engage young people, are aiso conducted tor school students visiting the
Centres. Tearher resnurea kits romplamend fach program Resaurns oxss on
various tapics are available to schools in remote areas. In addition, the
Ceristituliorm! Cendre has developed an "Dut Reach Prograny” which involves a
netwark of |ocal people in rural and remote areas of Wastern Australla providing
programs 12 sludents in those areas. Some programs arg specifio o Indigendus
communities.

b A Civics and Citizenship Education website (which incorporates a previous
‘Discovering Damocracy” waebsite} s wwiw. clvicsandeltizenshio. edu.ay.

v ‘Kids Voling USA’ is a national non-profit, non-partisan crganiselion that leaches
students abwaut citizenship, civic responsthility, democracy and political
paticipalivn. Toyether with classreom activilies, studerts are provided with 2n
oppanunity 1@ cast g “Kids voting' baliot on elaction day, and they vora on the
same candidales and 18suss as adults. in 2004, 1.5 millron students tumed oul to
vata for presidential, Iocal and state candidates. Areas with A Kids Vehag LSA
pregram bave showed a voling rafe for registered 18 year olds which is 14%
highar than for fon-pamicipating argas. S waww Klosvalingusa. orgl,

r  Aapart of the Kids Voling LISA service, 'Doublefick Democracy’ (see
prvane b svotingu sa org/CoubleClickfintro asp) was developed to allow stidenta B
participaie in an authentic voting experienco using 8 web-based valing syslem,
The onilne batots roplicate the candidalos and issues adults vols fov, and provida




students with practice ballots which have links to candidate biographies and other
resources. Apout 35,000 studsnts particlpated during the 2004 presidential
glactions.

v Teans N2 Politics’ is a US-basaed website wiich offers young people an
opportunity to parlelpate In discussion forums on topies such as the aconomy,
foreign pabicy, general political issves, animals and the environment. Prowvision is
also made for young people to contrbute to discussions under the banner of it
wing ¢hat' and Tight wing comar. Ses wwww.isansn2politics comdforums!.
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Palitical parties
The 2004 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested that young
pacple feal shut aut of malnstraam party politics.

The former Queensiand Stats Youlh Advisery Council told the commities that the
lsEves addressed by political partics. particulary at elestion time, ars domihated by
thaae relevant to older peapla and our ageing populatlon

New ideas

v Br Ariadnc Yromen, a lecturor at the Univorsity of Sydney, rescarches young
geoplz and politics. She writes that, 'The one area of paticipation that remamns
vy for young people, and indeed for most Ausfralians, is membership of political
parlies. Rather than labelling party membership decline as apathy, wa vughl lo
s68 how unagpeafing political parties have gecome. And i is up to paries to
ivelve a new generation. This might not be by way of formal mambership:
inslead, paries might consuit young people on issues relevant to thei lives' (see
Wroman),

v Intha US, a nationwice study of ynuth abitudes found that young people were
acdiva in their communities but not concerned about politics. As an outcome of
Ihat shuldy, a strategy adopted to re-connect youth to dermocracy is thal, daring
slaction campaigneg, the modia offor youth-modserated candidats debatss (gaa
MNatenal Assochaiion of Secretaries of Slate).

~
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Boliticians
Mary research studies in Austraiia and internationally reveal that young people are
eynical abaul the behaviour of politicians,

ﬁ How cdn- politicians themsefves’ re&tore the falth of young peaple in
democracy?. ;

Now ideus

v DrArizdne Vramen says that politicians only considar young people when they
present a prablem; that young people tend to be Lalked about rather than tafked
with; aned that youny people's perspectives are rarely included in public debule.
Dr ¥romen suggests that what s needed is direct evidence of young paople's
experiencos and argumants based on such evidence {3se Vromen),

¥ Inthe United States, Canadz and the United Kingdom, where veting isn't
compulsary, it has been shown that contacl with polflical paries and casdidates is
#n imporant element of 'get-oul-the-vote' stratagles. Following the 2001 British
genesal cleetion, the UK Electeral Commission entified a jack of canvassing by
politicians as a likely reason for dissatisfaction (and low turno ) amongfirst-time

VIRCS,

Young Peome el the & f‘mm/wurgj

Being heard

While young people may be turned off palitics as it currently aperades, many
studies and surveys have found that yvoung people are very interested in political
issugs mportant to them. The challonge for governmaonts is 1o engage with young
people, and the firg! thing that young people say is that they want o be heard.

Fave pou usod ony of e povarmment ooporlunities 10 voice your opinions
abouf issiras? How efaciiva wss 7
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New ideas

»  In Westarn Australia, the Civies and Citizenshlp Unit in the Depariment of Pramier
and Cabinet aims 1o enhance democracy in that stata through civies education
gnd the pramaotion of an active citizenry. The goal is & community whene all
Western Auslralians are valued as citizens, whare they play a significant role in
setting policy priorities and whore thay holp shapo the nature of their society (e

v Or Ariadne Yromen suggests that, “Young people hava a broad range ul
economic, secial, and political expericnoes’ and that we necd to ‘eroals inclusive
tarms of governance that recognise and budd upon different ways of making
cammunities, Those in power need to isten o young peopla more, and young
people's diverse views xnd experences need to be articulaied in the med'a’ (see
Yroman.
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Newideas

v In 2004, the Cormmission for Children and Yolng Peaple was invited lo participate
in a committes for the developmant of a sports and recreation Facility far yeung
pecple on Paln Island in North Queensiand. The Commission undedined the
importance of the committes agking young people what thaywanled. The issue
for the Commission was not 5o much “how do we iavolve chitdran in the building
of this faciity” but rather “how Ao we get the facilly the elvildren wat?”

»  n 2008, in Parramatia in Sydney, a Youth Jury presented young people with
practical oppoertunitiss to learn and discuss the diverss intaresis and concems of a
widle varicty of young people aergss the Parramatts rogion. Farticipants icamed
gbout tesmwork, negatiaticn skills and the powers of government. This enatled
them ta farm realistic recommendations 1o support the needs of the collective
youth of Parrarnatta,

The aim of the Youth Jfury was to assist with bridging racial intolerance and
cultural diversiy among yeung paogcie of Farramatta.

The recommendaticns of the Youth Juny ware aimed at key government and
community organigations of Farramatta.
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Kegponss Form
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Taking actian
Young peaple want to be actively involved in democracy. Voling at elections is only
ons way of baing involved in a comocratic scristy.

ﬂ Wﬁﬁm of the folfowing acﬂwﬁas have wu carrigrs out, or: wr:-t.rld viou fike fo r:an}r

acty e oo
Ynilonteanng > (]
Initialing or padicinating in a local youth project EY ()
Initiating or signing a pefitlon B rd
Attending a rally ar arotest Lt =
Taking part in a strike % (A
Being a menber of 2 political party 3 4
Baing a member of & trade union ¥’
Balng a member of 4 studani LRion [ ]
Beirg a member of 2 non-gove mmeant

organiaadon which Iobhias geuemmant (e.g. Tha 5 ')
Wilgemess Soclety. Amnesty intemationsl,

BAreanpeace}

Contacting a podifician or lgoeal govemmenl ] ty)
councillar

Participating In & Yotoh Parlameant .53 fg]
Being involved in a Youth Cauncil fe)
Being involved in an organisation whch soeks te *t Lrall

represent the views of yoong people (e g Yoing
Ausfralian Rural Mehwork)

Young poople a0y that i be chgaged in democracy they nead things such as
v infermation;

¢ gppurlunities to aetively engage in democracy,

E anioen about what can be achievad realistically;

v spaces in which to meet and discuss; and

boactess 1o the Intamet, photocopiers, &1

"r) What assislance of sncowsgemnent du you need from govermment (@ fake
actfon 28ouf the laswss you feal passionate aboul?

Maw wleas

v Brighane City Council has dovetoped “isible Ink', g websie wiich allows young
pesple to have a say in the Council's programs. The wabsite contains informalion
about oW Young peame can have iheir say, svents for young peopie, links to

~



tosoureas and & forurm through which young people can express their opinions.
The Council has also provided young peocle with areas around Brisbans whare
they can coms together to meet and organise activities and prejects of inerast 1o
them. Thesc arcas are accessible lo young people and wall resourcad (ses

Wrw,visibie-ink orgf.

The Victorian Gevemment produced a handboak for young people on how they
gan ereate change in their community. The handbook provides suggestions on
how young peaple can get active on a projuct they feel passionale about, and how
they can implement that project (see veww.youth.vie, oov.aupd! 3 TYPEboakd pdf).

The Foundation for Young Auatralians is a non-prafit arganisation dedicated 1o
developing innowvative intiatives thal support and empower young people aged 12
ta 25. The Fourdation provides seed-funding for Ideas, proactively saeks co-
funding lo suppor initiatives and helps the rocipisnts structura themaalvas 10
ensurs long-term Sustzinability. Each year, the iFoundation manages a portiofio of
grants tofaling ahout £6 million. At least 25% of total grant funding is dedicated to
intiatives speciically designed to beneli young Indigenous Ausiralians (see
www.younogaustralians. ory).

¥
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New ideag

The Youth Electoral Study (YES) found thot parents ara regarded by young
people as the most imporiant source of intformation about voting. Tealevision and
Acwspapers are the next most impartant, however young people view these latter
sources with soma seaphcism.

Nl Mooy cony Buce Yo L6 e
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What role can non-govemment loundaficns or communily organisations play
in geiting young pedple aclive and invalved wilh democracy?

MNew ideas

The Inspre Foundahon (see www inspire. org.au) is a national non-profit
foundation which aims to creale voportunitios for young Australians, principaily
agad between 16 and 25, 16 helo themsoives and others. The Foundation
acknowledges that young ocople want 1o make a positive ditference in their own

e
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hves and in their communities. Young people are actively invilved in the
devetopment and delivary of ali the Foundation’s initiatives, One initiative,
AptNow’, s a web-based service that will provide young people with information
and suppert on how they can becomé invalved in issues oF caues i their
camriunty that they are passionate about.

o ViBeWire Youth Servicos is a4 voluntoer-oased, nen-proli youth mediz and training
arganization which provides young peopie aged between 18 ang 30 with an onling
farum thraugh which they can aceess infarmation on a ranga of kapics, participate
in discussions wilh other youny people and become invulved i the exchange of
nfarmation with athae young peopla (sao wwaw. vibewlre nal). Recent inibiatives
ingiugle ‘electionTracker (see Wy electioniragker, net/ed) which sant young
pecple out an the campaign trail as reporers inthe 2004 Federal election. These
repars were wtllised by six radio stations, $B3 and ABC news.

v The US Ad Council Is a non-profit organisation which produces, distributes and
promctes public Senvice cCAmMPANg oh 2 range of isouas, A foeont campaign.
Fight Mannaquinism’, fecussad on improving youlth civic engagerent and voter
participation. t invalved television and radio ads aimed at getling young paople
mvolved in ssues they care aboul, volunteering and voling lsee

www fizhimannequinism.org).

*  ‘Hock the Vole' iz a non-profit arganisafion which aims to engage young paopic in
the palitical process in the United States and draw attantion 1o issues of conzemn
to young people, It coordinates voter registration drives and education eflors to
gnzure young peopls exarcise their right to vota. Youth culture is hamessed in the
promction of s campaigns, many of which featurc high profile celabribes incliding
musicians, aclors, athletes and comedians. Inthe 2004 elections, 1.2 million
peopls took advartage of the organisation’s arline votar reqistration facility, and a
furlher 200,500 reyistered as apart of the Ruck Lhe Yole Bus Tour across the
country (sae www.rockthevote.comy.
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Guidellnes for making & subivaission

There |5 no st form for a submission fo the committes. Submizaions may be made using
the inquiry responss lom or in the forrn of a letler, a subslariat paper or 3 shart
ducument and they may include appendices. Submlissione may coniain facts, opinions,
argquments and recommandatons for action. The mast useiul subrrissions are to the
proirtt.

The committee wauld prefar written submissions, but will also sccept submissions on
audin taps_ For wiitten suhmissions, fypad or printed {xt is preferable, though legile
hand-writtan submissions are aceaptable. Numbered pages and, for submissions in
exoess of 20 pages, a brief summarny 2nd a tabke of contonts is also helniul

All submissions must include the name and contact details of the person making tha
submiasion. Those making & submission on behelf of an arganisation should indicate at
what lavel the submizeinn hag basn authorizsed {sq sub-committea, prasident, chair, eic ).

Pubdc officers may make submissions az private individuals. However, It reference is
mack in 2 submission tn their official position, i should also be made clear that the
submission is rmade in a private capacity. Submissions from government depardments
shoulc ba autharised In accerdancs with normnal daparmentz! procedura,

Content and relevance

A submission may cover some or all of the isgues maed in the respanse form. i would be
nelpful it submissions clearly stated which issues are haing addressed.

The committesa’s usual pracedurs is ta publicly raleass and table submissions in the
Legislative Assembly. Not all submissions will necessarity be published andior tablad. The
comunitlee raseryes the right to not publish or table confidential submissions, or
submisslons which are irrgievant, contain seurrilous or defamatary matarial, or are
othenwise not suitable tor publishing. The committes will inform you if it degides nat 1o
accent, or nel 1o Authorise the publication of, your submissinn.

Confidentiality

The commillee allempts to ponduct its inguiries in the most open way possible. Howeaver,
if you beliava tnat vour submission (or pan of it) should not ba mada public, cleariy wrile
‘confidential’ on each page and, in a brief covering lotter. expiain why your submissian
should be treated confidentially. The eommittee wilf then canaider your reguest for
confidentiality.

Unmauthorised Release

Onee the committes recaives & submisgion, it tecomes committee propaedy and shotld
not e published withoar the commmiec’s authorisalion. Publication of a submilssion
without the committee's authorisation rmeans that that publication 12 not protected by
pariiamentary privitege and may amount to 2 contemnpt o Pacliament.

All submissions should be sont to
The Rosaarch Director

Legal, Conslitutional ane Administrative Fevisw Commlitsa
Farlizment House, George Stroet

BRISBANE QLD 4000
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Eubmissld{':s cloea on Wednecday, 20 November 2005
Extanslons to the closing dote may be given. K you need mors time e make a
submigsion, or if you require further infarmation, contact the committes’s secatarat on:

Telephene: (D7) 3406 7307
Fax: {7} 3406 7070
Email: lzarc@ parliament.qid.gov.au

Gopies of this paper and all other publicatinns by the L egal and Constitutional Committee
arg avalable on the internet via the commitlee's home page at:

wwvw. padlizment.gld. gov.awcommitiessfeqalra. nim
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