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ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND 



yoccr voi.e, 

The am of this Inquiry iSl0 make pmc!icel rccommcmlat'oos to 
irx:rea,e the rlloroa! (!nd POl1icipo.ticn of yOUrl9 pOOplG in dGmocr~cy In 
QU{jli!lsland. 

The r.nrnn'1ittee wMts to near from j'Oll1g p~ple, in parlicular, tbout: 

,'~ Wl'lat is needed in QI..'Oen~land: 

::~ wh<'lt w~1 work; 

,) what won'!: and 

W., woold alHO lik., to heM f,om ~II ~r*" '" O<le"n~land who have an 
inleresl in yooog p,",ople, or in y0lX19 people engaging Cl dcmooracy_ 

To he~ you 10 !hin~ aooU!. discuss ana rGspond to matters ,"""",",,1 to 

tll~ inquiry. ,,~ j"",,, set oul below 50!U"" 

ISSueS: and 



IJ""," r~ .1.' 
"'!;1! :cr,t"~..!<:.,,,~~:;o''''''''' ... 'O':I 'V'>I!I:;·~.1&.'<I:~~l-~'=::'- . _ _ ,r' .. 

Educlllon.4nlonutJon 
It Is no ;oD« InC EIocIofal C<wnmIt:llOfl Queens/arul (BXJ) 10 &rISUM iMI people 
~ n/Ollll'l~ 'o'CI:ft III f!il'dicl ... . To do !hi!. the ECCI uses 1Id..calioo al'd awamness 
proglillTlS (9.g. ~'I;;a,ljs . pu¥lws and icnool l'i:l:i1li). 

i ~~~~'ECQ ,~ M~I"' , ,!'~,ta ~~,.,(r¥" ~~. 'a<Wss to 

N..-
In 2003, Elections Can.w; ~ ",till CiLbIIJ in 1hou CWwoom 10 diiwIop it 
rew vole, odlocaliun prOlPm 101' students. ir:ch4no;I :I (~ Challenging peOOlo 
IgGO le: 10 1810 Q'03tc30-tooond ~ sel'\litle I nnouncoments on VIdeo tellinO 
!hOt pe(l(' wny the IlemOCfIIlic p!'OI';I!!l5 and vofina -.rtI1~nt. 

The Unikld Kino;p>m Elector. Cornnis:~-iDn's '[)g PQ(liu' almllto get)'OUl19 
~'" . ",ulvo;>d in dmlocri.CV. ~ may be aooeesed at !{!tW~~I .• ,ics"oo.uk. '00 
POI. IeiI' conducts 'Norksnooc Wld ovonlS, OM provi<le3 (e~Ol,lroG3 !'Ind traininl< 
0:10'0 the UK tor!o'OU!'l\l people. 

In Av;s"<!.Iia. the YOlJ!h Elec!oo'al Slvd)t (YES) found that VCIIIII inl..~ ... <Altd 
"'!\lac! ~ r"sL VOle. Young ~ lalaa tllI break Of!he ... 4 01 pmmlllional rock 
conc:erI$ would !Iothe 11'105\ oNoetiVc ineen1;,ooo. bIJI there ....... , Qlel) some suppol'l 
~f ltIe I'IOIIOtl I\a1I1lC8!l!lveSIl'\OtllclIVll hP. ~ M voting III " ... !lpnnsihol ity 
ftal C()fTIM, witl~hlp. 

~ 

Voler re,b lntion 

In Auslraw. . NIdI per.;on mu~t COIl''''" all wwlIll""1. kKm 10 'i'Qilihof 10 1IOle 

:fi ~ OOUk!" rM EnD mak<t 11 ~,~ frxfO!Jl'l9 ~ t/) ~nrOI Mlri t.oJoome. 
U& IIlgi.hvI!dto vole? , 

Ne ..... kltu 

., 3OI7M) C()(rlt . ..... , '1!!Ji."lr~lion is cIon~ by the governfllfl'nI SO IIls1 people are 
",l/II:Ir.'I.1.t""'-ty 'egislww wt , ... , Ihllt ,&ad> lIQIinQ "Alii. An ifll~naticmal .won by 
~Oi Insblul .. for DIiImocr..cv and ElGCtOraI Assistance. Yo.Ah VOIC/ P3r~, 
,u90G61' 3U1OINlfle IcgO:;lrelioo by the gnvenmenl ralher lI"Ien It Dei,"" " duly 01 
e~ pe,son to ~nrnL 

0 '11,. CQiJ"Iri..s en~'rIiI p<fop!e 10 1!I\I\t;tllf at a poling Glat!or1 01"1 &!oot1cn (la y, or 
on ·II!1EI, 

In Ccnedtl, Ci<>ctinn .• c......"de. idel1tili"", peo?1e wf>,.) I ..... ,.,. ,,,,,,!Od 1 e through 
,nformation pro'/odoo lry, tur IIx~ mple, lhlil la~ oflicll ana mC10r ~hlclw ·~isl(lT~. 
TlIII Cllil/I EIOClOI"~1 DlUcGr ""~&$ 10 lIIoso people IQ ::I~.k \tl(rn 1Q I;OOlilffi that they 
a,i ,~~ickt 10 vote alii:! ~Ofl:;efll 10 ~ng ru:luded in tile r.allOl"IaI ' !!!IlSler. 



~--------------------

Polling stations 

In OueenSlIInd. po~inll9tatior19l!re u~u"lIy located in schools or ha,sand are open 
oo"tw<",m Ilam and 6pm. 

i Hew cavid /h(J EGQ m,,1<;1! it ~er w)"'ungpoople to 'C4"11,~ vote? 

N{!w!;leas 

In recent Canadian elections, Elections CanaCla introooced more poIlllin Joo.,Hons 
lowhich young p~ple have ea~y acee~, ~uch I!~ ne ... r :oJudent re~idenee3 and 
lJIli_~ity M'ighbourt.oc.:1s. 

In Canada, pollng stations al" opGn for 12 hours. 

" 
~lion would The 
vdinC tl~ made available tQ 
voIMS in ,,,,,,,ote /ocatioos, voters with a 

" 

A recent report 01' IM VictoriM Scrutiny 01 Aru and nll{lulllboru! Committee, 
VdoJi/ln FI~fronir. nerT1OCf'i<cy. consO:!ered eIacIronic \/01;"0. I! r~~ommer.ded 
that Vi::;lorian ~""Ii<Jn" sl,uukJ not be L'{)nduciw ''''T1o(\/Iy"~ inlormation and 
~OOIT1unic~tions tllChnotogies In lh!l nGar futlXtl, but i(NntifiQd the following key 
aCVantaqos of remoto volinQ systoms: 

iasy aco:e;s for travellers ar.d disabled PGOple; 

pru~jJi"g "" interface tor othQr I .. <.:hnologi~s sllCh d~ sc'r"",,, r~ac>ws, Brail!.:> 
computers, magnltiers or altemat;"'e data entry syst$ms; 

<l.lIcw.ing tor thll Qasy and cMap dlelritlll!ion or balol papQ(s '" dilfe .... nt 
languages: 

installlaneous prooessi!lQ: ana 
allowing voters to aco$Ss a wlOO range or otMr i!lformatlon while considoring 
and casting llle t vote. \ . 

~ ~1;Z~'~ ___ ~~~'~:z~ (~=~ I~f[; ... 



AdVilO<,:9 vollng 
Cllrr~n~y In Queensland, H you can't vote at your nearest pomng bcXlth onttHi day 
of El state e!OOlOO, special arrangements can Ix! made fDJ" you to oast )lOur vote, 
!'Iuch liS by advance \Ktting in ~oo or postal ~oIing_ These op!ioo~ are availahle 
in (Ji11~ ~QfTl9 CirCum!>lilrtCllS - for ilxamplli, if you: will biI inl9rstatv on po~ing day; 
havoa Oisability; ocean', vote on that day because of religious bc~efs. F()r further 
Information, M!e www_fl<:g_gl<1<mv_Ill!_ 

~ Doi~(~i1nk.;~~~~k1,vr#'ii~l%/ll;lS~?:~il,!i¥lYtim9fn 
I!l ~; ~:'~rn.ngq>;,t.)::-;JlT;;et~; ~~'!,~':-tQc;~'JI'II;: ~lIf 

COIKfitjonsto'd(Jso'~' " .. , - .. :t·.··::,··,· ,",' .... " 

NEI't!Jd~~ 

In lIle LIK, postalllOlil'l9 i$ available to iIIly eligible voter OIl request A person may 
apply fur postal voIing for il parti~ulilr il9C1ioo, for a CI/flain period of (IlW or for a! 
fL!1u,"electlons. 

To facilitate voting, the 5"'1 .. govemm""j could rlecIare the day ot 11 stale el«lti<ln 
11 public holiday Or sc:hedJle "'" election 10r a day other than a Saturd~y_ 

In /utUII!, ~ Qlactronic voting ware to Ix! introduced, for m:amplll, it nlllld ncti.'e 
nilCGSS:lIY 10 have on 'election doy, with all votes cast on the name day. Voting 
could lake plllCe, lor eJ:~mp!e, over an 'election week', 

"E,iEC-\,OO, ,.-,PE K . . "-0 i,\e~'\~ 
{;pc> e b_ \J&\£:,--

Close of rolls 

Currenlly, 8ltBr a .';taie elp.cli"" i.~ r.alI~d, f>I'OP~ M"" between 5 Imd 7 days 10 
',,!)istar to vote. 

!!) Do yqslhi#yauri9~~~~Itj~disar:tvari!ap"~'i(1~rnwa,s-.nli ~unity 
1(' /oMfQl,ilfteraflfl{<lCIio<IJS"CaIt~,,' :,,; ." 

New ;u..~s 

" 

i-'rior 10 the 2004 leder~1 el""IOO, (hi! '>POCial Minister of State, ",fie At>elz 
prom,5ed that: 

thll Qlgclor~1 ro l be CIoS9d to new voters on the day tha elOClIon WfilS would be 
issued (UGuoWy 1110 day the eloohon is announced); and 

f""opl" .... isl1ing 10 chal"lgB th~i' e-nro!mBn( dBtails be given three days to do M. 

Th;.'; prom"" I did not proceed as it was oot svpport"d by thl! oon'gov~rmient 
p~r1;es. 



Fbced e lection da~ 

In QLeensLamJ, thlIre Is ro I;, ed electio!1 eay for slllte ~!ect.",s . 

A lixro t'locIion da~ cot!l;:i al:Ow ImprQIIOO civOcs oo..catlon C()I.H'SM. mocI\·el!K:lior'I3 
and o!tlllr Iltratvgin uncouri.l/lng Y'Jung pwplll'S 'mgagem"nt wlt!1 election' 10 be 
pla~ed in advance (tee MMncr). For example, a lixed election day WQl,jlcla,l..,..... 
civics ed=tors to rll!n ~"" eondrK".llheir courses in ~rallel With an olocllt:ln 
c .. 1Ij.l";g,,. 

Iii DoyootNrtJ.: iIrpol!'fd cN/t;$ .wcatk.07 i$ . .! ..-,l1'fn.hk.!l ""6.'1'OfI IcY gt1ml1YMfli 
14".4 to ~ .. rilatlRfi fa IfxJd (iNm .Ildilri ... ? - . 

New voting system 

fro Ql.eensland, !I sy,iem ot opIiorIal prelerenhaJ votillg 1$ U()()(l. ,., laCK 1lI'l&a1 atlollt 
'OPV il aVJ").1b1ot from' • ......... ,,..9 <')k1 mv.}'U 

New !dea!! 

IIpp.ndlx 0 ~3In." r&vi~...c:I v",.i",\ of .. pap<>' pf"'P"r...:Ilo' .... 1"".JjI, HIIM1 
en Pa.t1IJment, by the Loga] and Constitutional CQmmktwu 01 th~ previ:lUs 
ParRament. It provtdu irllOlmatiOn about 0".. voti"l!:Z sy6T&m aM ways 11 rr1lg!~ to/i! 
chi!."9~d It) providot more diveNl~y in cllnclidate<l who miOht bo OIOOled. 

fro; "' Quwnsland, ttw voting iy$t~n On the UK ma~s illHlLY l1illicult I~ 
can(jl::alll~ from lTWlor p.nkl; ta I/9l ~1Ej<;t!K.I. In May 200~ . some 500 000 ..moo! 
llIudoo~ r. mo UK Y010<l 1n n ~ elec~oo 10 ooMae with the \,I i n!Hal .. :.rc~Ofls. 
The~nts \/Oleo lot !/'le IM:tud CIlndiGates. The rcsull!l GhOwed Iflalllla 
!Judenls ~ "'IIlAe~ to ~ which mn CMdtdstes on certain ~~ rot 
""",.,*,. ~\ud .. ,,1lo": MOO 19 ft p ilSsionilN abouIlhe ern.iroanNlI voIed tar the Greet! 
Party. Dslpk& /along to nave a siogIv candidali lesU"lIl"d ,n U19 geoe-rlll elec,",rIlI. 
tile Green ParTy ~red 4!l ~ 01 a poo:;ibIc 349 OOJlS In me mock et.Jc:liuIl. 

Froportional r"Jll""8"SlIfIIatlon ..ot;o9. wt>ich ~ ,~ fOl S<!MIA ~1ectIOrI~ In AU::;lm li3. 
ptINjj!)S QI"~tilr opplJ/tunlty lot mlntlf pa!l;..s 10 ""n wats . 

" Vo 1=_' ___ "_, ____ _ _ 

, 



Voting age 

In Al.Istralia, YOU must 00 18 years old to vote. The minimum voting age 11 other 
Clluntries ranQe~ from 15 10 21. 

The minimum aces ~t by Ill!! taw!Of other activi~e$ arallsted On ap~ndix B. 

i f::::~~~~~~;J~:~,:t;JJ,v:!:1~~::rlfthe 
New idliai 

In April POO4, following a project on lf1 .. age 01 eiIlCtOfal m"juri!y, \hi! Unite.:! 
J('1I1~ EIIi!ClOr,.1 Commission racommllndoo Ih~t tha mIilrnum aQOii lox ailloivlIls 
Qf voting in public elections In 1I1e UK remain 11118 ~onrs for the lime being. ThO 
UK EIOO1orol Commission advised. howeYI':r, that it expeclad la undl':rtake 11. 

lurtherfarm~1 review of the mlnimLf11 voting &ge w~hin a lurtherlive to seven 
years. It encouraged the gov<Mllmsnt let wnsider initiatino a wi<Wr rilVii!w 01 Ul& 
age of majority. 

n 2000. a report on changing SOCial and lei)al fl'l'llllewllrk~ far young Australians 
found thll.t, despite "oml! nt"'""~t n gatting fJlOI'e n'lOlved in their community and 
n l)avemmenl decision-making processes, i'O'-JIl9 peopte ....... quitEI reloctant to 
claim !ha right and mSp<X1sibility of having !h9 vot9 younger than at ag9 18. Thy 
m<ljority (14%) 01 young poople lnvolved ~ tha rOI>C;l!"(lh said that they were not 
ready or inlOre5tod in geltOng inVOlved In formal political pmCf!:SMS sucll as voting 
before they were 18. Their p"rent~ agreed, with a majority (61 %) slIggestir>;) IMt 
young peopl& are not matvre enougll and not int~,,"stwd in voliny 1.>",1-:>,. .. they are 
18, and thal young peopl9 UOO9r 18 Mav" other pressuras 10 coofrontan<i conwnd 
wl1h ($00 Carson. Fitzgerald and RooIle). 

Compulsory votino WIIS introollCoo in Queenoland in 1914 and by \hQ 
('.om:nonweaitt1 in 1924. Researd1 by M~n." (pubiished in Civic L~",~q, f-/<)W 
hlf(xm~ Ciliz<lf]S ""il1:9 DOmoGTilr:y WOr/(, UnIVersity Press ot New Eng~, 
Hanover, 2002) indicnlCG that !ho effect o1lntrodooinil ccmPUl30ry voting in 
Australia waa to bring about a 23% over"lllnc.reaMl in vo~ng 

Education in 5chools 

In OUII.,"~lan<i sol1ool$. thoro i!J no Subject cailed 'civics edllCatiOll' or 'e~izenship 
oducation·. Primary and 3econdary stll~nts IMm "botrt dp.mocrM:Y, i,-,~ruding 
pl'Iriil'lmenl. g<w .. ..mmMt Md eOOioos, in a f\UIT,oor of dillerenl s~bj,"cts. Students 
.. \so e:>:periencfi u..lTlO(;ra~J' at Hchool, for ij);ilmpl~ throuqh alections for s~hool 
cOl!flCn !TlIImbBfS and/er schoallailders. 

Educ..>!lion ~h""t rl .... 'oc'"cy 
Additional ijducatlonal opportunittCs relevant to ~emocracy Include: 



"'3~S to the QU"6l1Sii!r.d Pat1ia~nt, Of I" a ~01li.1 &1~ 1ng of thv OUlilinl.lalld 
1'4rliament, and vducationlll ac!lvltles provided by I'nrliamcnlllry Edumtion 
$QrW::Vi; and 

eleCloral fldtr.al:.on actiYilies cof'l(/uo;tiKl by Ihv AII5tr:ilal\ El9Ctoral Coomilislm, 
such as sthool .... ,~. 

Fw 1I't1.l$l\1$ 

.$ :::n:::O~d~r:m ~~$:$ ~}ay , w~n : kYmI ~ IT 
,W~!, fll?"l rou11i s<:/KJQ(~ fJo. .,.to IHlfOUfag9yo11 .. to"ydluO dcmcy)rl1o/GlId 
pr~f9 YOOliO that yoo, !lID WCfI informed ~ COIIfid~t /!Ibout t'!ngaging .1'1 
~«I'ItXf3cY? ' .' .. , , 

f or Itlcnon 
~ Jfa,.t«-ya.tr sd>cool -.......... ...,.~cWb;~·.:.nd~"--v7 
1ft HCwO(".ildSWt¥rrSt»~~lif~liI.titJlflociScy7 ; . . 

New ;.;!tu 

In previous inQUirie~, th" L" ,"sl snd Crostilulional Commktw yn<J th .. LI1gal;md 
Conatlturio"lll ComrnOl! ..... s of thll 49th and 50th I'arbmgnts navg mad\! 
rIllOOfM'lel"rdOC>rIS"~ civic' ~r.rc:I~ on In QU[)onsl3l1~. Slmllnl 
fllcommenckillons t\av\I bCcIl lTI400 ~y many olher Aus!ra i¥l bodell in Ieee'" 
vta rc. A lilt ot s ome oi these lecOl'lVl'lMdMiom"'''''' out In "P~d' .. c . 

n il CoruIiIutional Cen\r(, 0( W<.IShlln AliIi lfalia wau er;;Ia blrttl84 10 6IlCOUragEI 
P«Ipie Q! .. I aggos kllGam abOoA 1h& WcstCfn Au".Ir.l~ '" poi~1 syatem and how 
la IIC\1Vely participato in if. It Ofl tlf& ~ys on II'W'! ['.onM~utlr.'I ..,,<1 ,,~t.~ <>I 
c-Ililc n~ip 1J1d polil tca1 ~ ~tory. ThII t=:!fI(-Joral Edocat"l" ~tre 1S!ocalOO wi: hi ~ 
trle s~me c!>mplex, I\rrd pro .. r<!elil Intlillactiw prugr"rn~ ~luwIng people to ca~lll 
v{)!e , d~..-the origins <Jt democracy and un(!(lr&land heW th e vQtino system 
work$ (~"Ii _.ccll!ltre. wa .~y,3u/tl<J(M, l1tm). PrQgrllm3, Pt"esentsd i~ W8'j3 
wnlch lItI93IIe YOUl19 people, are abo condJcted for schocrl ~tuden!~ v;,,~;" D!Me 
Centre. Tc ooh.e •• """'''''~ ~ it~ ,,"""ro'''''' ..... ;....,t, p.-og ........ R ... oun:<> ~ on 
va lloua Ioyb ,,,s " v" i\&lle 10 sd'IooIa '" Ml1O!liI an,,,,,., In lOd<.ttion, too 
('Aln~tufional c.,ntm has w w luplild an 'OuI Reacn PrOgram' Wl\ICI'I Irlvot.>oo a 
r>etwuIr. oI luc' .. 1 peopIg In Mat al'ld r&mOle ':lrmm 01 Wct;lcm Av.I1fO.~ prOVld:tl!il 
P'09falM 10 61Udents i'l !hose areu. Some~!IIruI af! ~IC ItI lndigf!r1Ol1l1 
<»nmunltic~. 

A Civie!l ... "Id CitizeflShip E~ ucat>Ol' w..u . iI", (which fl<;QrpoIallilS 11; prlilm lJS 
'DiscOllering D<l<nocracy' wlilbskll) Is !JIYIW,.crViO$ar)<;1cj!iW DS!l!Q,Od Y,jlV, 

'KidS VOllf19 USA' is a nati O!13i nol'\< ptof ~, n",,·~rti'llln org!V'llIIIli.,.., lh~1 te~c h ~! 
~l udenlS 00001 c ~ize l'l5hip, r, iv;e rtsponsibi l~y, democracy I<[ld potJ.ciI1 
partlo-JflI'tion. TogeIooI .. ah Clanl OOn> aClivaililti , m1COOII ar8 provklOOrMIh an 
oppotto.rn~y ID corn il 'Kids VOtIng' btillOl on cIoI:!iQn day, And 1I\CY VOle on me 
same eandkla1o:;:!IId is:lues a s ~ctr"s. In 2004. L '> m jlho n ~IU<lIlflL~ turned rr. lI ln 
\'(MC for ptGslOenll!ll. IOCIII .. ,,<1 ~lI le ~~idates. Areas with " Kids Vo~g USA 
pro;jlan'l hJrv .. 910wed a. -.01119 rod ", r .... I"!Iisl<n<;l 1 S y<)~ r okls llArich i. 14% 
h i~'1a' th an tU! IKJfI ·participat in g a le 3.5. Soo W'I\'W,!<idr.yQJ.!ngll~j1,OfgI. 

A$ Part 01 ff1 c Kid:i Vot ing USA SIlfV1~!I , 'f"R1lJb IeClick Dffn ocracy' (.!''-'" 
"".... k!dpyp1m9u"~ '''''kThmb'''Q! " Mnto·"w) ,.,,,.~ <;[ .. ............. <J ! ~ .. !km ~"J,J ... 1\ , ~ u 
pMir,trvt'~ In an auth~ 'I ", vu~r.g ~xperillne!l USiflg 3 'IXl t)·!)ased \/C tlng system, 
The ''',i"", balGts ' liI pfiealil lh;1 C~(M:Hd otc~ and ~~uc:; 1\(IU ~~ \'(lIe IO!. oYd ~ 'O~ 



R...r/'1'f~61'K 
t:mlW~W"o;:~'f"~f.i!'R"';;''i!l(iU~~<Wl17l 

" 

students with pract:C" b~Rols wh'cl1 have links 10 candidate b;ogr~ ~nd other 
rv:rourc .... , About 35,000 students pilrllcipatlld during the 2QOo1 presid<illtial 
()iootions. 

'TWIlS Nt Politics' is a US· based w~ita which vtf.,rs yrn.mg people an 
D\lportun/ly to participate In discussion forums O\ltoplcs such as the economy, 
foreign poliGy, general political issues, ;!nirMl5 and the environment provi'lion i3 
alsc marle for yoUng people to conlrnoJ:e to discussi:>ns under the bar.ner of 'left 
wing dl .. r and 'rio;Jllt wing corm,r'. SII9 """'l¥.I~snZQQ!itiJd£.omt1'orumsl. 

Political p<lrties 

TllOI 2004 Y0l.09 AUstralian of thl! Year, Hugh Ev~ns, Ii~" ~ugyeslli!J that )'OllfI9 
pooplli Iwl shut out of mainstream party politics. 

n'e Iom!er Oueen$land Stall" Youth Advisory Cuunc~ told tha comm~te~ th~t U'" 
ISSlKlS addressed by political parties. particularly at electiOn time, arc dominated by 
tnose rele~ant to older people and oor ageing popiJlalion. 

t;) ~...tJW'P~.i':~~~~:~_~iJ#~:.~@¥~-,;~y::?1J 
RI ~~,._:<-_",:.,,/_ ,,-,-",:,,;' c",~,:t>""":f!r,,_,'-'H',,':' ,-", ,'" '-, -,: f:,'~-,,,,,,,,,~:~ ,,' ','_",_,:-

N ... w idf>A~ 

01 Ariadoo Vrorncn. D. Ioctumr at tne UniVem~y of Sydney, researches younQ 
people and poUies. She writes th~t. 'Tile ane ;!rea of participalion !ra! remains 
k1w for young people, and indeed lor most Australians, rs mt'T1100rMIl of poI~icBI 
IJ"ld;"s. Rall",r thdn J:o.bellioq party rnemwrship dealin" as apathy, "" wgltt to 
see how unappealir1g political parties havD became. AmI ~ is up 10 parties to 
iIlvallifl ~ MW geMralian_ Thi~ migllt not be by W~¥ of f0IlT1~1 m<'!m~rship; 
instead, p~rties might eoosult young people 00 rss"",,, rele~anf to fhe~ Iiw>s' (AA" 
Vrormlfl). 

In the lJS, ~ n;!tionwide study 01 youtn attitlJde~ found tn;!t yOUl1g people were 
"ctive in their communities 001 not cor.cerned abaut politics. As "n ""tenm ... 0/ 
tI rdt study, a ~tral"9Y au""l"u lu 'e·cootlt)C1 youth to d"rnllCr~cy i~ lI",t, d:..:-ri'19 
g!o>otlon c;>,mp~I9'1~. tho modia oflor touth·modor~tC>d "",odida,,, d"b~U. " r~"" 

Nut'onul Associlltloo at Secretaries 01 Slate). 



R.~,,,,, hnr 
, ...... , , '.'<, """'0;-." ,.--; -."" 

~--~------

--------~~~---

PofitioillnS 

Many ~eM2rch ~turiiA~ in AlI,~tralia and intematiol'lally rewal that )'O!mg p"cplfl ",p. 
cynical about tll<.- oollavioor 01 "o(~i<;i.ms, 

~ ftlw C?!n politicians t~ms$lve$. ~store too faith, of young ~~ in 
If' democfilcy? 

NW id<Ia.s 

Or Ar,adne '1,nmen MyS that poJiticiMS only coosicler young people ~n they 
preS&rlt a problem; that ywng pwple t"'l'ld to 00 1 .. 1~~d about fillher U'<¥l tal~ed 
wifl; ar1<l that young p<OOPIIil'~ P'lrsp<;lCtiV9S ar8 rarlilly irlCludlild in publ;;, dOOdle, 
er Vromon suggests that wMt is necded is dirc~1 ovidoncc of YOUIl\l pel)pleos 
c)(ooricnces Md arguments based on suCh evidence (see Vromen). 

In th ... United StatBs, Canada and the United Kingdom. where ;<)ting iM"t 
ccmput$ooy, ~ I,;ls ooe" shO'Ml thH! conta~l with political pH'!;"'; ",1<1 ~i • .rldid;;:l ... is 
an important E!temen! of 'ge!-OUHhe-vota' stratagles. Following the 2001 BrTIish 
90'1Orol election. the UK Electoral Commisaion Identitiecl a lacK of canvas~inQ by 
po:iticia.ns a~" Hk~ ly IMson for di~sJlljsh:too (and low turnout) Jlmnn9 lir~Himfl 
vole,.,;_ 

---------------

BeIng h""rd 

While }'Cling peopl~ may be lurnid of! politic~ as ~ currently oper~te~. many 
studi"s ,md ,UnIIilYS hav~ foood that young pgopl" are V>Jry intOlfllstlld in pollical 
issues m por1ant to memo Tho ehallonoo for Qovcmmcnts tfl to onoaoc wit~ you"\/ 
people. and Ihl! tir~1 ttlirrg that yClUrlg peopll! My is that they want to be hear:!, 

~ Hnve you used any (){ tile govemment. OppOl/UnitieS /0 voice yow opinions 
J!~ abolJt ,~,wes? I/nw p.f/flcfivp. W,",< il'1 



NeYlJ~ 

In W~\@m Au~tr.dia, tha Civics and Cilizilrn;hip Unrt in thv Departrnl!lLt of Premier 
and Cabinet aims to enMnoo oomooracy in that sble Ihrough cMcsooucatlon 
and the promo!.on of lIn lIClfve ertlzenry_ The go~1 .. a commur.it}I where all 
Western Australians are valued as cili.t:ens, where lIley play a sigrm'cant role in 
wtthg poIicv priorftiGs and \'/here they help shape IIlO nature 01 tfjvir Ilooiaty (sw; 
l'IWW.c·tizcnSQcoo.wa gey allll. 

Dr Ariadoe VrOrnerl suggesls that, 'Young poop!", h~v''-a broad ,ange of 
economic, $ooial, and poltical eXiXlriences' anc::t \hat We nlllld 10 'cIvile inclusive 
forms of ~ovcmal'100 that reoogni3e and build upon different ways otmaking 
oommunitie~. Those in p6Wer need to listen tn y<l<.!"!;t~. morl!, and young 
~lI'5 dive.-se \fiews. and experi".-..;es nood to 00 articulated in the media' (~~ 
Vromen). 

~ IJ6 . y.u&lt",S ,cde 

Ne'" idea~ 

;n 2003, the COmmission for Children and Young People was invilo(!to participate 
rl II committee lor the developmel1l of " sports <!IM recrealion faclily for young 
reople on Palm 1"I""d in North Queensland_ The Commission unde>rl;"ed the 
mportancw of the <:<.>mmittw asking young p<.Iopie what Iheyw~"Wd. The issue 
forthll Commission was not so much '7!owdo we inyolve children In Ihll building 
ounlS racrlll)t"OLrt rO!her 7row do we gel tile taallty tile Children wilnrr. 

In 2003, in P"rramatta in Sydney, i( Yol.llh JtJ£lj present...:l )'GUIlg peep,,", with 
[M'actical O!-'porh.''1~ie" lu Ie~m and discuss Ih .. div~r,... int~ntsls arld COfICetnS 01 a 
wid .. varilllV of young pGOpla across the PalTamatta region. Particip.nts l<;oarood 
abOut toamWOri<, nogoIiatioo s~ill5 and the powers 01 government. This enabled 
them 10 form rMli5lic recommendalion~ 10 support IhfI needs of the colleotive 
YOLlth nl ParramaHa 

The ~im 01 the Y""th Jury was to assi~' with brirlgi"'J r",d~1 in!nlflr~noe and 
ctJitl.lffil diversity among young ~PkI ul Palf~rT1atla. 

"'00 reccmm""dalioo~ 01 t~ Youth Jury w~o;I aimlid at k .. y gGwrnment and 
wmm l.Iflrty orQilnisillion~ of PJrramatla. 



;" " 

Taking aClion 
Yooog people want to be ~ctrv8ly involved in democr~cy. Voting at G!COlians is only 
one way of be;ng involved in a democratic society_ 

~ Wh.c/l of I/Je following a~s have you ca~ cut, (Ji",WlJ(jlr.1 you like to eall)' 
Kt 01111 

Aeliv~y 
H •• ~ da"~ Wouldik.1o 
I' or xl do {,or:Q 

VOlunteerilg if er 
lM1ating Or paniCip~M Q i<'I a local youth projGct GC C 

In;~at"1(J '" ~ "p"tili(>f1 rJ if 
Allendill<,l " '''1Iy ox protc3i 0 er 
Takln~ paM In a 5tr'l<~ @ .:0( 

Eein~ " member of a po,"""i party 0 ~-

Eoing" member of a uade uniOn U Cl 
Beilly d "",,!IIJe< ut a.tcdeol: "niOf) n Cl" 

Being e m ember 01 a r"lOn-go"fflmmen! 

ory .. ,;;;"tiur l which k:Uloies \/OvenHnenl (e ~ n", 

'" U 
Vli dllm= Society, ",,"Motr lr'l!amW<lr>aI. 

1] ""'''''''at", 

CCI1tactlr1g a poIIndan '" ~~I gov,,",""'''' 
~.r n 

oour"lO'ior 

Pa,licipalO YJ ill ~ YUlI.' Pao1iam",,1 r;l 0 
Be"'g iovo~d in a Y"tl1lh Cocnc;[ ® [) 

Bolng ,nvolvod In an orga"' •• ~oo which . ~.~.lo rp r, 
re"",,,,,nt the vieW3 01 yOung pcopiG (c,~, ,~~ 

Arr~lr"l;,m Rurol Nelwork) 

Young poopl!! sav that la bo onga\l6d in democ:,a.;;y Ihey n~o.><J things . lICh as: 

information; 

opJlOrlunitie~ to actively eng"!J8 in d~mocr~ cy: 

an iOOa about what oan 00 ach!gvoo r>liI~&tioiHy; 

~pace~ in wnrch to meet end discuss; and 

a~c .. ,s to 11 ... ifll .. r" .. l, ~llOlocop""rs, vIe. 

ID tNhat il.SSiSU!r1<08 r;,f ",ncolj~f}Pd·""nt '*' you MM.Fmm government 10 t:J/m 
ifi. <JdiVf1 abwt the rs5U1">' yuu 1001 pas;;;wiM aboul? 

Now ideas 

Bri\b",,~ City Coor.: il h3S developed 'V;sibJe In~', a weMit" which allows YOUI'll 
po<>ple!o h~vG a s~y '" th~ CUllfl ~irs P'''\J''''TI •. n,~ .. ebsite cxl,,;n~ ioiMmRlion 
about nO'1f young poopie CM haV9 t~911 S3V, 9VGnlS lar yOUllg pe"pr"" lin~. to 



rlfflQUfces and;! forum ItlrouWl whK:h )'<lur;g people can express !her opinions. 
The COuncil h~ 11.1.';0 prn'¥ided)'OUOg peopje witl1 area.<: around Brisbane where 
!hey can com~ togeth .. r \0 mwl and orya.nr.iI ll~tivitiilS and projilcts 01 inlilrilsl to 
~lem. Til9siI wellS are aocessibic to young pcl(lplC and woll rcsoUf'\'.)(l\j (sw 
WWN. ~roibJe·i n k&rgII. 

The Victori~ Gov\!mrmmt produced a handbook for young plJople on how tf1gy 
oan crila19 change in their comm(rtrty, The Mndboo~ provides suggestions on 
how young people can get .!Ietive DO a projec:t theyleel pa .... ~ion>lte ahnut, and h(wl 
th",y can lrnplement that projecl (se<;! www.youth ..... QO.f ..... OOWIYF.s!>ocO.;).pctf). 

Th", Fcundatlon lor YOlIO!:: Aus1rali~ns is;! non·profit orunnisation dooiC<ltW 10 
devclop~ lnnovativa iMlatlves Ihel support and empower young Pf!OPIe aged 12 
to 25. The I""oundatbn provides seed·funding lor ideas, pmactively soo!<!; co· 
fllllding to support in~ia~ves and h,.lps the rocipients slruc\"'iI lhlimslillws to 
"l1!iur~ 1on~-li1rm 2uSlalnabllfty. Eaoh ~ar, the Foundation managos a portfolio 01 
Qrants tomlinc abou! $6 miilion. Allensl 25% O'l total erant funding i!ldedl<laled 10 
initiatil/(l3 SpecHicll.1ly deslj)ned to benefit y<:>IJI'9lndigenous Austra!iaM [Sf\<'! 
"j(WW. 'IOun Qi!(/,~tr>lliAos. om). 

----

HID'Ljjjeas 

Th .. Vouth EI...,tor"t Sludy (ViiS) found lh,,\ p,,,,mtc "'" f"'9"rd~d by young 
~'" as lhil mosl important source of Information abOut voMg. Television and 
nawspapers arc the noX! moSl important. however young people View these lane' 
s~uroos with some sceplici~m. 

~ 

fP. Whilt ,'Ok1 Cwi non·govornment foundalioluJ or cbmrounity organi$<ltionspfay 
,~, in I}otfinr; YOtJng peep/I> I'lclive 1'l00 Il'Ivolved with "",mocracy<' 

New i~"a~ 
The Ill~plro FOunc:tOlion (see WIffllcsPlfe.QrQ.8ui ~ a MtlOllal non-pro!l1 
tCUnda~on which ilim~ jn i".I'f'"t~ or>;X'rtunities for youn9 AustraiiE.rlS, pr;ro:ip~ny 
"'J"cJ """ween 16 and 25, to hwlp Ih"rm; .. lv~s ~"J othelS. T,,~ FmS1Uai", ,, 
ac~tlowl~dY"h that younQ P'lOple wanl to m~ke So posiliv(I difference in thili, own 



~'1l8 and In their comrrol,mrties, Young peopl~ 'lre Ilctively Il'I\IoIv~ in the 
dlivelOpmetlllllld delivery of IlU tM FOlrodalioo'9 init"wor.i, Ol1e irl~i .. liw, 
'Ac!Now, ~"~iId !WfVCEI \hi.l will provide yoo~ P«IOiG v.1t1'l irtIormatiorl 
and SUI>II'J'\ 0:1 how lIloycal'l l)«om.C involvEd in iss..e9 or cau)M 11'1 tMi' 
eomP'ltlrl:y IIIM Jley are paMoOI'IaIe .Ivw~_ 

~Wir. Youth s..rw:w ",:,0 vo/\I1\_-baEoo. 1Wft.!)fofll youtl medla.md training 
01"\18"~ "Ihidl pnMOe5)'0U'\9 poopie oged b~ '6 and 3(] Wlih an online 
to:um \hrougtl whion ttley ~EMl eoc:u~ ,rrlmm ll~"" on Il 'M? d \Q;lic..'. ~lIrticip,lt& 
In dlSCU3~ioM will1 "loo. young p.l'OpIe and bol<xmv irrvolvlKl in Ih w .. x"*,,,,~ .. 01 
inIo.rn~llon with other young ~OIQplo (Ii~ ~~orMra.n\llJ. Fl ocenlin'ltaltve$ 
lnc:k,,,:I.-. ' .. lwociiooTrack« (sOlI ~,olootionlrneker.neticill whleh sont )I01.IIlC 
R~ O\JI o-n me campaign tre.~ U fflp!lrfet"3 In lhe 2OCJ4 rede<~1 elect""_ TM$~ 
~1Ul were 14lised by six radro sllltiMS. SBS and ABC n9"f<S. 

TM US Ad Coorril i$ a norti>rol ~organiatlon wnictl p,oOUCM, cllsIrIDLIIIlE. and 
PlOITIOI" ..... Il&: S9I'I~ camDalQt"l6 <)tI. :t """'" of r~u~. A ~I"II ~. 
'Flght U aIln9!Wlnl5m'. fooI.JooC(I on ITIproVll\~ youItl cMc eng!IgeMMI Md .... ter 
par'tlcIpJtion. ft IflYOIvOO \elevislon -'I'd rNi<> I\d$ ... med 11 ~ yoong ~h 
fll"olved ""' ,",~U~$ they "./Ire 1ttbcU. vcoI\.trllooffig and vOli~ 9 (_ 
W'!IW lioht,"nA MeOU ill ~m .prq) , 

'R<x:~ lt1ii Votv' is a non·pralit orlloniMlion which aimB 10 engell6 youn~ people in 
\Il~ pallle3.l process in the ur.;reQ Ste.le~ .!nd dr~w "'tlenlion 10 iUL"'_~ 01 ~.!lnr"rn 
10 yo~ pooP~ . 11 cooranat..,~ v~ '~rlltiort d.i..es and educat>on eHorIs \(> 

eMure youno P'OflIe e>ercise their righl l!> vote. Youlh cultu.vi& ha r~ in the 
promotion 01 il$ carnpa""", many of \tIhrch IGaI..-e tafII pronlo colCbrll~ ~"lCIUO"'1I 
. r .ut;ieia.~s,~. a1hl9tesaM wrn~s. In tile 2004 eledions. ] .2 million 
peoore IooJt ll(!vantage d 1I'l! orgat"li!.lborl'.'I ""line vcter fe<Jislrll' ion f1lCilily. and a 
\l.tl\hef 200,000 regmere.:t 11.5 flp!\fI of 11>9 R<Jcl;; (hit V<A.t Su$ T 0<.1' ac.-Oi. It, ... 
coon!ry ($~ wwwrcd:1.h«vOlot.cW')' 

,.. 



C:;u~deLLi'\e.s for !"~il",b'-0 ({ .<;."b~A~'<;''-~OV'. 

Thlllll is ntl sst form for a submission 10 the oornmlltea. Submission. may b\i madlllJSing 
lho ilquiry respoose torm or in tile lorm 01 a letter, Ii substantial paper or a short 
documeo/ and they may include appendioes. Submissions maycon~ain fac'<s, opini<)!;!;, 
argl.l1lenls afld rwcommllndatkms for action. Thll most u51i1fo.A subm",,,iQflS are to th .. 
point. 

Thllcommlne-e would profer writton swmissions. butwlll aillo ~ecept submissions on 
aUdio tape. Far written ~ubmiMions, tJ'ped or printed text i!I preferable, lhauOh leoibltl 
h"nd·wf~jlffi submiMions are acceptable. Numbered pll!/"'s and, rN ~lbmissiom in 
excess of 20 paQ'ls, a brief summary and a tab'" ri ~'onl""tsis ",1.<.> hvlplul. 

All sLJbmj.sions must include the name and C<.>lltact details of the persoo making lhe 
submission. Thoal making a submission on bGhal of an ort;lanl$ation should imjk;a1~ at 
what levallllll subrni"'lion h,,~ oocn nulhori'lCd ([)<J sub-oon"lmtttM. president. ohalr, lite.), 

Public offic91ll may maka sutlmlssioos as prlllata fndiV'iduals. HOW(llIliIr, ~ rlilf .. flIIlClj is 
made in a submis5ion to their otfieial po3rtlon, it should also 1)(1 mode clear that the 
Submts500 is made in a pri\l3!1! ("-"P~~y. Subrni~~ions from QOllf!mmentdepartments 
~hnt..ld ~ authorised in accordance WITh normal departmenlal proc!'!dJre 

Conl .. n! ;ond rel .. nnce 

A sll~is~ion may covar som(l or all,of thlil ~"LJijS raised in lh .. resP'JIlsl! form. 11 \/o,'()O.jd be 
helpful It submissions olearly $tatod wtld! i!;()lJCS arc !>(ling aCldressed. 

Tha commltteo's usual prooodum i$ to publilly rCiCD,SC and table submissions in thil 
:"eQi~latNe ABsemllly. Not at submissions w~1 necesMr~y be published and/or toblcd. ThO 
cfHTmitlll\! rMefVf!~ the right to nol publish or table confidential suhm i~.";an .•• er 
~ublllissions lIkI;ch ar .. ine1 .. vanl, ~'onta;" scurrilous", defarnato,y material, or are 
othlllWise not suitable for pllbHshlng. The ecmmRtee wllllnlorm you H it dIocioos rJOI to 
3000pt. or nOl to outhorise the pubHcation of, your submission. 

COnfidenti.!llity 
The eamrnitle .. BMempts to cnn<iur.t it. inqlJiries il1lhe mo.~t open W"y possitlle. However, 
~ you believe that your submission (or part of~) ~t\ould not be made pLhlc, ciMrly write 
'c<.>rl~id\Mllial' on eac;h paglil and, ~ a brief CQVllring IIIt(ar, explain why yu~r submis~ion 
shood 0(1 treated confidentially. The comm;ttee wnl then conSider YO'Jr requ9st fur 
aonfi:len~olity. 

IJnButhorised ReiMS" 

Onc:e the r.o;nmiltffl rec"ive~ a Slbmis~b", ~ i),o,c~5 committeoo property and ~QUId 
not bo pub!ishvd without u,., comn~lt'''''~ "LlIhtxi'''lion. PublicaliOl1 of a 500mission 
w~hcut tM commlttE>(l'S authorisation means that that pub~callon is not prot<ilCll1d by 
por~nmentary privileQe and may alT10Utlt to !I. contempt 01 Partiamenl. 

I ~gll, Constitutioo~1 and Admjnis!rative Review CWlmi1tee 

P~r~Rmf'nt H"'J~". 1',,,,,,,0<' ~tr"pj 

BnlSOANF Ot D 4noo 



Submi:;;:;;ignl; cllls:e Iln Wednesday, 31J Nllvember 2005 

ExlIilllSI\l!1S to the clooirog d.1tc mny be given, 11 you nood more time 10 make:o. 
submi3Sion, or ~ you r~uire llJrth<o!r iIltOl'mlltian, contact the oomn'Httee's sscretnrint on; 

Telephone: [Of) 3406 7307 
Fax: (07) 3400 7070 
Ernail: Vart: QpH'liam~t,qld,Q9V,~U 

COpies of this paper and~. other publications hy the L~g"'llInd Gonst~LJ1ionnl Committee 
~re 1\v~ilable 00 the frrlemet via the coo)rnittee's home page al-
www_parliam!illt,!JId.<lQv, ~ u.lcom m itt!l .. SJl~"lrI~v, h lm 

Contact (~.\I' pilar)!! fluml",,): 

Em"ii, .. 




