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This form gan be used to send your views 1o the committes. Mease send it to:
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Oremall Hto |cac@padiament gid gov ae

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INGUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND




Your Volee

The aim of this inquiry is to make practical recommendstians to
increase the intersst and participation of young people in demoeracy in
Queensland.

The committea wante to hear from young peopls, in particular, about:
#  what is nasded in Quaensland;
# what witl work;
% what won't; and

% what you want to do or expericnce.

We would also like to hear frem all people in Queansland whao Fave an
interest in yolng paopla, or in young people éngaging in domocragy.

Ta help you to think aboul, discuss and respond o matters relevant 1o
the inguiry, we have sel o below some:

o jasues; and

.
o

& gramples of strategies sugaested or tried elsewhere
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voting System and Electornl Commnission aueenslund

Educationfinfarmation

It is the job of the Eiectaral Commission Gueensland (ECQ) to ensure tha' pecple
anml and vote at elections. To do this, the ECQ uses educaticn and awarenass
progiams (e.g. postcards, posters and schaol visits),

ﬁ Hﬂﬁ!m&{!ﬂ;ascanbmbrdﬂrmmwﬂmmmgcwwm
young pacple? - . v

Newideag
»  In 2003, Elections Canada partnored with Cablz in the Classroom o dovalop a

new voter education program for students, including a contest challengng peapie
aged 16 10 16 to create 30-second public servics announcaments on video telling

their pears why the damociatic process and voling are impuriant.

v The United Kingdom Electoral Commigsion's "0o Politics” aims 10 gel young
peogie Invoivad in demoeracy, It may be accessed et www.dopaliticsco.uk. ‘Do
Politics’ eonducts workshops and events, and provides resouncas and training

acrosa the UK for yourg people.

v In Auslralia, the Youth Electaral Study {YES) found that some incentives would
atlract a first votz, Young poople 5aid a tax break or the use at promolional reck
concerts would be the most affective incentives, but there was also some support
tar the nafion that incentives should not be neaded as voling is a respmsilul:tr
that comes wilh citizenship,

X Make & weavr cpeig

Valer registration
In Australia, each person must complete an snralment form 10 rogistar 1o vete.

ﬂ How couldthe ECQ -make fi. Hasfer for yaunq peap!ﬂ fo. anrot an;.' bacmne
b wegisiered o vote?

Mew [doas

v Insome countries, regisiration is done by the governmant 60 that people ars
aulurmalically registered when thoy rcach voting age.  An international repart by
tha Institute for Cemocracy and Electoral Assistance, Youth Voter Participation,
supgests automatiz registration by the government rather than il being a duty of
each person to ensal,

»  Other countrics cnable people to register at a polling station on election day, or
an ling.

v InCanada, Electiuns Canada idenifiss peopls who have rned 18 througn
infarmation pravided by, for axample, the tax ottice and motor vehicle registers.
The Chief Electoral Otticar writes to thesa peopia tn ask them tn cantirm that they
ere eligible to vote and consent to being included in the national registe:.
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Poliing sizt/ons
In Quasnsland, polling stations arc usually lacated in schools ar halls and are apen
between Barn and Sp.

Ei Heow could the EGQ make it 6a576¢ For YOUnRg Deotie o cast thoir vate?

ey ideas

v |nrecent Canadian slectlons, Elactipns Canada Introdicad moera polls in locations
1o which young people have casy accoss, such as near student residances and
univeraity neighbaurhcods.

v InCanada, polling statiors are open for 12 hours,

*  Dalagations from the Auetralian Elecicral Sommission and the Victorfan Electoral
Commission ebserved electronic voting processes al elections in the USA, UK
and Ireland batwean 2000 ard 2002, The delegations considered the diffarent
opfions that are available, their advantages and disadvantages and how each
option would suit Australia’s voling syatems. The detegatians recommendsd a-
witlhg bo made availabie to certain classes of voters including volers in Antareticd,
voiers in remote lacations, volers with a disability and cversaas volers (see
e Aec qov.aly _contentiwhativotingfelactonic _repoddindex tm and

wiw aec oy an’ contentivhalfroting/E-voling reporf.pdf].

v Aregent repor of the Vietorian Serutiny of Acts and Regutations Committee,
Victaridn Clectronic Democracy, considered alectranic voting. |t récommended
that Victorizn slections shauld nat be conducted remoctely via information and
communications 1echnologies in tha near future, but identified the following key
acvaniages of remote voting systems:

~ easy access [or avellers and disabled people;

- ravdding an interface for other technologies such as screen readers, Sraille
comdulers, maynifiers or allernative data eniry systems;

- allowing for the easy and cheap distribution ol ballol pagers in different
lanyuaces,

- imstantaneous processing; and

~ allowing volers o accesy & wide range of olher information while considering
and casting their vote.
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Advance voting

Currently in Queensland, i you can't vote at your nearest palling booth on the day
of @ state plection, special srrangements can be made for you 1o cast your vote,
such as by advanes vating in peraon or pastal voting. These options are avaikable
in anly some circumstances - lor example, i you: will be interstate on poling day;
have a disabfiity; or can't vots on that day because of religious beliets. For further
hitm'ﬂaﬁm SCC WWWW _..m.mﬂ.m

&

New ideas

+  Inthe UK, posts! voting is available to any eligible voter on request. A person may
apply for postal vating for a particular efection, for a certain period of time or for all
future alections.

v To facliitate vating, the state government could declare the day of a slale eleclion
& public holiday or schedule an election for a day other than a Saturday.

v In fulure, / electronis voling were to ba introduced, for pxample, | need not be
necessary 10 have an ‘alaction day’, with all votes cast on the aame day. Voting
could take placo, far cxampls, over an 'election week'.

¥ Raklie \--LQ_hdca% to  Jota

Closa of rolls
Currantly, aftor o state election is called, people have hetween 5 and 7 days to
register 1o vote.

a MmmmwwﬂmwmmmﬂwmﬂMMwsmaﬁmﬂ#y
t0-2nrol after an election iscalled? e

Mew ideas
v Priof to the 2004 federal election, the Special Minister of Stete, Cric Abelz
proposed that:

b the eleclaral roll be closed 1o new voters on tha day the electon wiits wottld be
issued (usually the day the eloction is announced): and

v people wishing fo change their enralment details be given lhiee daystodo 50,

‘This proposal did not procead as i was not supported by the non-government
parhes.
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Fixed etlection day

in Quesnsland, thers is no fixed election day for siate elections.

A fixed sleciion day could allow improved givics educalion courses, mock-elections
and ather sirategies cnoournging young people's engagemant with elections to be
piahned in advance (see Milner). For example, a fixed election day would allow
civics educaiors ko plan and conduct their courses in paraliel with an election
campalgn.

O you think improved civies education is 2 wwffmfn?s masm Tor pammmmr
to consider 3 ghange to fixed tamm olections? _

MNew idsas

*  In QGuesnsland, elactions for all local govemment authurities are generally held
every faur yoars on the last Saturday in March,

PN A
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MNewr voting systam
In Queensland, a system of optional preferential viting is used. A fast sheet about
‘OPY is available from: v eug.gld cov,au,

a Doywﬂxrﬁwwgpwmﬂdbameﬂeafmwmdmawm
was changed so thal candidates runming on cerain issues of particular interest
WMMmmmmyﬁgammﬁhmamh

Maw ideas

»  Appendix D contains a revised varsion of a papar prepared fur an ingulry, Hands
on Farliament, by the Legal and Gonstitutional Commfttee of the previous
Fariament. It provides informalion about oor waoting system and ways it mighl ba
charged o provide maore diversity in candidates who might be alectec,

+  As In Queeneland, the vating systam in tha UK makes il very difficult for
candidates fram minor panics to got clected. In May 2008, some 500,000 school
students in the UK vated in @ mock election to coincide with the general elections.
The students voted for the aclual candidates. The rasults showed that the
students were atlracted lu parlies which ran candidaies on cerain issues; tor
sxamps, students who fell paesionate abouwt the envirenment voled for the Green
Party. Uespite tailing to have a single candidate returned In the general eleclions,
the Green Party securad 45 oul of a possible 343 seals i the Mock cicction.

»  Proportional reprasentation voting, which is used fur Senate elections in Austalia,
provides greator opportunity for minor partics to win seals.

N fmt \/C, > ._ L
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Vating age
In Australia, you must be 18 years ald to wate. The minimum voling age in other
countries ranges from 15 to 21,

Theminimum ages set by the law for other activities are listed in appandix B.

Should #%5 voting age bs fowered 10,77 or 16 ysars, Why or why roi?. I the
a voling’ ageﬁm?f ‘shouid voting st thic iowored age. m‘mﬁ%ﬁ

New idaqs :

b I April 2004, following a projact oh the age of electoral majority, the United
Kingdam Electoral Commission recommendad thal the minimur age for ail isvela
of voting In public elections in the UK remain at 18 years far the time being. The
UK Electoral Commission advised, however, thal it expecied (o underiake a
turther formal review of the minimum voting ags within a further five 1o seven
years. It sncouraged the govemment to considar initiating a wider review of the
age of majority.

v In 2000, a repert on changing soctal and legal frameworks for youny Australians
found that, despite some interest in getiing mare Involved in thalr community and
1 povernmant decislon-making processcs, young people were quite reluctant 1o
claim the right and responsibility of having the vote younger then at age 18. The
maforty (74%) of yaung people invalved in tha resaarch said that thay were not
teady or interasted in getting involved in formal political precesses swoh as voting
befare they were 18. Their parents agread, with a maljority (61%) suggssting that
young peopls are not mature enough and not interested in voling befors they ang
18, and that young peogle under 18 have ather pressures to confrant and contend
with {sea Carson, Fiirgerald and Roche}.

v Compulsory voting was introduced in Queensland in 1514 and by the
Commonwezith It 1624, Rasearch by Milner (published in Civic Literacy: How
Informed Citizens Make Uemocracy Work, Unaversity Press of New England,
Henover, 2002) indicates that the effect of introducing curmpulsory voting in
Australia was to bring about a 23% overall increasa In \raﬂ ng.
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Education

Education in s¢hools

In Queensland achaols, there is no subject called ‘civics education’ or citizenship
education'. Primary and secondary students leam aboul democracy, including
parliamenl, governmant and elections, in a numbcr of diffcrent subjects. Students
also experience democracy at schovl, tor exarmpls through elections for school
council membera andfar schanl leadears

Educallon about democracy
Additional educational oppartunities relevant to democracy include:
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visits 1o the Queencland Parliament, or 1o a regional sitting of the Quesnsland
Fariament, and cdusational activities provided by Parliamentary Edugation
Sarvices: and

slectoral education agiivitles conducted by the Australian Elecinral Commission,
sleh a5 sehool visits,

For students

A

What worked . welf and what - did_you en;oy M:-err _utau .Eaamr abm:f ar
Expanancad damocraq# i your schmf‘-’ =

Wh&t more coufd 8phools, do o enoour'{ge ydu to w.!ue dcmwmcy and
prepam your s'a !haf you am 'we.fr rni'ﬂn:ned s cmf-dﬂnt aham engagmg in
democracy? v M SN ey B _

For teachers

A

How doss your School aoprodohl clvics egleaien ﬂndplarﬂceﬂmmaw? :
Fow pould stdenis bi botter prepaod to efigade M.demodriey? ;

New jdegg

In pravious inquires, the Legal and Constitutional Committes and the Legal and
Constitutional Committees of the 49th and 50th Parkaments have mads
recommendations about civics egucation in dueensland. Similar
recommendations have been mades by many other Australan hodies in recant
years, A list of sorme of these recommendations is set oot in appendix C.

The Constitutlona) Gentre of Westem Australiz was established to encouraga
peopls of all ages 1o learn about the Western Australian political system and how
to ackively participate in it it offers dispfays on the Constikition and aspects of
citizenship and polifical history. The Elesloral Education Ceatre Is located within
the same complax, and provides tnteractive pragrames allowing peopls la casl g
wote, discover the onging of gemogracy and undorgtand how the vating System
works (368 wwaw.ceantre.wa nov.auindex. bilm). Programs, presentad in ways
whizh engage young peaple, are also conducted Jor schoal students visiting the
Centre. Teacher resource kils complement each program, Resource poxes on
various topics are avallabla to schoois in remota areas. In addition, the
Constitutenal Cenire has doveloped an 'Out Reach Program® which invoives a
network of local people in rural and remots areas of Weatem Australia providing
programs to students in those areas. Some programs are specific to Indigenous
communites.

A Civics and Citizenship Education website {which Incorporaigs a prevl::us

‘Discovering Democracy’ website} s wwyy, clvizagngeilizenshin.edu.ay

*Kids Voting LISA' is & national non-profit, non-partisan organisation that teaches
sludenls about citizenship, civic responsibility, demogracy and pulilival
paticipaion, Together with ¢lassroomn activitios, students are provided with zn
opporlurity to cast a ‘Hids Voting' balict on election day, and they vole on the
samea candidates and issues as adults. 1 2004, 1.5 million students jwned ool to
vole for prosidential, jvcal end stale candidales. Areas with a Kids Voting LISA
program have showed a votlng rate for registerad 18 year olds which [5 14%

highee than for non-participating areas. See wew il svolingesa orgd,

As part of the Kids Voting USA service, 'DoutrleClick Demecracy’ {see

wanir kidsuolinguga.org/DaubleClickintra. asp) was deveioped to allow dudents fo
paricipate inan awhentic voling cxponicnss using a wob based vating syatem,
The onling ball's replizats the candidates and issuss adulls vole tar, and provida
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sludients with praclice ballets which have links to candidate biograph'es and other
resources, About 35,000 studants panticipated during the 2004 presidential
electiohs.

t  Teans N2 Polilice' is 2 US-based webslte which offars voung people an
opporiuniy to participate in discussion farums on topics auch as the economy,
Ioreign policy, general paltical issues, animals and the environment. Provision is
2lso made for young paopla 1o conlributa o dF&cussic-ns undar tha bannar of laft
wing chat’ and ‘right wing comer’. Ses
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The Political = Hgtem g Politici@ns

Polltical partles

The 2004 Young Australlan of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggestad that young
poople feal shut out of mainsiream party politics.

The tarmer Queensland State Youth Advisery Coundil toid the commities that the
issues addressed by political parties, p.arﬁn:ularlw,,.r at election tme, are dominated by
those ralevant toe olde p!::uph—: w1 ] e dgelng pupuldhml

' 2 R e St
B At

Mew idoug

+  Dr Atiadne Vromean, a lectussr at the Linjversity of Sydney, reasearchas young
pecple and politics. She writes thal, The one area of paricipation that remains
lowr for young peaple, and indoad for most Australians, is membarship of political
parties. Rather than labeding party membership gesling as apathy, we ought {0
a8 how unappealing political parties have become. And /s up to padies o
involvie & new generation. This mighl nol be by way of formmal mermbeiship;
instead, parlies might coneult young peopla on Issuss refavant to thair ives’ {see
Yromen).

v Inthe LS, a nationwide study of youth atlitudes found that youny peopie weare
active in their communities but not concerned abewt politics. As an outcame of
that study, 2 strategy adoptod to re-gonnect youlh to democracy is that, curing
elaction campaigns, the media offer youth-maderaied candidate debetes (see
National Association of Secrataries of Stale).
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Paolditicians
Many research sturies in Australia and internationally revea! that young pecale ara
oynical aboul the bebaviour of politicians,

I

Howr can - politicians -!hemse."ves nestona ihs faﬂh ::-f ymrng penple in
democracy?

Mew idese

¥

Dir Arincine Vromen says that politicians enly consider young peaple when thay
presest @ problem; thatl young peepie lend lo be lalked aboul rather than talked
wih; and that young pecplo’s perspectives are rarely included in public debale.
Cr Vromen suggests that what is necdod is diroct cvidence of young paopie’s
experiences and arguments based on such evidence {3ee Vromen).

In the United Slates, Canada and the Uniled Kingdom, where voting isn't
compulsory, it has been shown thal contact with political panies and candidates is
an important clement of “got-out-the-vole sirateqgies. Following the 2001 British
general glecton, the UK Electoral Commizsian identiied a lack of canvessing by
paoliticians as a likely neason for dissatisfaction {and low turmant) among first-tima
volers,
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Being heard

While young people may be lumed off politics as it currently operaies, many
studies and gurveys hawg found that young peepls arg vory intarested in pelilical
isauEs important to them. The challenge for governments 15 10 ongags with young
panple, and the first thing that ynung penple say ts that they want ta be hieard.

Have your used anly ot the government cpportunities to voreé your apinions
Abent issues? How effsctive was A7
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Hew jdeas

»  In Weslern Ausiralia, the Civics and Citizenship Unit in the Department of Premiar
and Tabinet aims to enhanca democracy in that state through civica edusation
and the promation of an active citizenry. The goal is a community where all
Westem Australians are valyed ag citizens, wherg they play a significant rols in
satting policy priorities and where they help shape the naturs of their secicty (See

www.eiizenscans.wa Sovaud,

v Dr Ariadne Vromen suggests that, "Young peaple have a hread rangs of
ecenormic, social, and political experiences’ and that we nead to ‘craats ingluzive
torma of gavemnanse that recognise and build upon different ways of making
communties. Those in power need o listan to young people more, and young
.;peopte's divarse views and axperances heed 10 be articulated in tha media’ (see

romen).

g L/J‘f\rL thi, p@' o
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New ideas

v In 2003, the Commission for Children and Young People was invited to participate
n & committee for the development of a sports and recreation facility for youry
people on Palm tsiand in North Qugensland. The Commission underlined the
imperance of the cotnmittes asking young poeplc what ey wanted. The issue
far the Commiasion was no! 30 much Thow do we invohve ahildren in the barlding
of this faciity™bul rather “how oo we get e facifily e clildren vt

v In 2003, in Parramatta In Sydnay, a Yoinh Jury pressmad young peasle with
practical cppartunlies to lcarn and discuss the divorse intorests and cancerns of a
widg vanaty of young peopla across the Parramatts region. Paricipants learned
ebaut tearmwork, negetiation skills and the powers of govermment. This enabled
them ta form realistic recommandations lo suppod Lhe needs ol the collective
youth of Parramatia,

Tha aim of the Youth Jury was to assist with bridging racial intolerance and
cuitural diversiiy amona young people of Parramatta.

Tha recommaendatione of tha Youth Jury were almed at key government and
community organisstions of Parramatta.

N fo foco




Taking aglion

Young peaple want to be actively invalved in demacracy. Voling at elections is only
one way of being invobved in 4 demceratic socisty.

Which of tha following activiies have you caiied ouf, or wvould you like to carry

Yourg peopls say that 1o be gngaged in democragy they need things such as:

3

L3

¥

o

Activity

Velunteerng

inltlating or panicipatng in & focal youlh project
Imftiating or signing a paliion

ARcnding a rally or protost

Taking part in a strike

Being B member of a pelitical party

Bairg a mamber of a trade unien

Aaing a member of & stadeant wnion

Being & marber of a non-govemmaen
crgangsahon wihich fobbies government (eg. The
Wildamees Socety, Amnesty Intametonal,
Greenpeacs)

Contacling a peliticiar or locat government
Lo

Participating in & Youth Padiameanl
Baing involved in a Youth Couneil

Being Involwed in an organisation whlch seeks 1o
represen the views of voung poople {e.9. Young
Austratian Horat Network)

infarmation;

npportunities to ackvely 2ngage in democracy;

anidea abour wnat cen ba achiaved realisticaly;

spacaes in which to meef and discuss: and

access to the intemel, pholouopiers, ote.

What assistance or encouragement do you need fmm-gavammenr o fafe
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Have done

Haor

HE 8.3
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Fction abotl the isues you fee! passionafe shool?

Maw ideqs

Brisbane City Council has devaloped Wisble ink', a website which ailows young
peuple fo have g say in the Counail's prograrms. The website contains irfermation
about how Young penpla can have helr say, events or young peoply, links 1o

TR
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resources and & forum through which young people can express their epinivns.
The Councit has alse provided young paople with arcas around Brishane where
Ihay can come together 10 meet and organise activities and projects of interest 1o
them. These areas are accassibla o young people and well resourced (see

www visible-nk org/).

The Victorian Govemment produced a handbook far young people on haw they
can create change in their community. The handbook provides suggestions on
how young peopla can gel active on 2 project they feel passlonate about, and how

tey can implement that project (seo www.vouth vic gov, au/adiy/TYP Ghook pdf).

The Foundation lor Young Ausiralians is a non-profit arganisation dedicated to
develnping innovative initiatives that suppant and gmpower young paopls aged 12
fn 25. The Foundation providee sged-funding for kdoas, proactively secks co-
funding la support initiatives and helps the recipients structure themsalves to
ensuro long-ferm susiainability. Cach year, the Foundation manages a portiolio of
granis fotafing about $8 million. At least 25% of luta! granl funding is Jedicated lu
initiatives specifically desiyned to benafit young indigenous Austrailans {see

www . youngaustralians.org).

N QZC%‘E ;@}__ﬁeij by 2 lvon!,

What. role-can. ﬂ:—:rmd;nsanamanda p!aymgamngmunppequfa active and
sivoived witth: democecy? .

New deas

¥

A

The Yauth Electoral Study (YES) tound that parents ara regarded by poung
poogie as the most important sonrea of information atoud voting.  Television and
newspapers are the next most impoitani, however young peuople view these lalter
sotwces with some sceplicism,

nethoae, el .
T N——

What rofa can noa-govermment foimdalions or communily organisations piay
in geting young pecple active and invalved with damocracy?

hNew |deas

k

The Inaplees Foundation {see v iisprite org au) is @ nalionial nope-prgi
foundation which aims to creata opportunities for young Austrolians, princigally
aged betwsen 1€ and 25, 10 halp themselves and athera. The Foundation
acknowledges that young people wanr! to make a positive difference i thews own

mr
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lives and in their communities. Young people are actively involved in the
tevelopment and delivery of all the Foundation's intiatives. Ona initiatlve,
‘Acihlow', is a web-baged service that will orovide voung pecple with information
and support on how they can becoms invalved in issues ar causes in their
cemmunity thal they are passionate about.

+  VibeWie Youth Serdces is a volunicor-based, non-profit youth media and training
organication which provides young people aged behween 16 and 30 with an anling
farum through which they can aceess information on a range of topics, participaie
in discussions with other youny pecple and become involved In the axchange of
informnaticn with othar young people (sco wew.vibowire.netl. Rocent intiatves

include ‘electionTracker (see wwvw glectiontraskear.nat/el) which sent young
people out an the campaign trail as reporters in the 2004 Federal election. These

reports were utifised by six radio stations, S83 and ABC news.

v The US Ad Councli is a non-profil grganisatian which produces, distributes and
promotes public scrvico campaigns on a range ol issues. A racent campaign,
‘Fight Mannequinism’, focussed on improving youth civic angagement and voter
participation. ¥ involved television and radio ads aimed at gelling youngy peopla
inuwolved in issues they care about, voiunteering and voting (see

www fighlmainneguinigm. orq).

v ‘Rodk the Vote' 13 a nan-profit organisation which aims to engage yaung peaple in
the potitical process in the United States and draw attantion to ssues of concern
to young peropls. B coordinates voler registration drives and education efforts lo
ensune young people exercise 1helr right to vota. Youth culture is hamessed in the
promotion of ke campaigns, many of which fealure high profile celebnties including
musicians, actors, athietes and comedians. In the 2004 elecltions, 1.2 million
people look advantage of the organisation’s online voter registraticn fagiity, and a
furher 200,000 registered as apar of the Rogk the Yote Bus Tour across the
counlry (see www.rockthevate,com),

“*ﬁ‘f@:ﬁgif oLy toy 5{..‘4 lnvolvép ;
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Guigdelines for waaking A submiscion

There is no set form for a subemission 1y the committee, Submissions may be made using
the inquiry responsa form or in the form of a letier, a substantial paper or 2 shon
dacumnent and they may inciude apnendices. Submissinng may contain facts, opinions,
arguments and recommendations for action. The most useful submissions are ia the
Rainl.

The committea would prefer wriiten submlgsions, but will also accest submissions on
aldls tapa. For writton submissions, typed or printed et is preferable, thoush legible
hand-written submizsions are accaptable. Numbered pages and, for submigsions in
excess of 20 pages, a brief summary and a tahle of contents is also helpful,

All submissions mustinclude the narme and contact details of the persan making the
submission. Those making a submission on behalf of an organisation shewld indicate at
whal lgvatl the submiseion nas bean autharised (5q sub-committea, president, chair, etc.).

Public olficers may make submissions as private individuals., However, il reference is
mads In 2 cubm/lscion w0 their official position, T should aisa be mada clear that ihg
submission is mede in a private capacity. Submiasions from government departments
should be awtharsed in accordance with normal dapartmental procadura,

Conlent and relevance

A subrission may cover sorne ur all of the igsugs raised in the response form. [t would be
helpiul | submissione clearly statsd which issues are balng adaressad.

The committes’s wsual procedure s to publicly release and iacle submivsions in lhe
Legisiative Asscmbly. Not all submissions will necessarily be published andior 1abled. The
committes reserves the right to not puhlish ar table confidential submissions, ar
suhmissions which are irrelevant, contain scurrilous or defamatory matecial, or are
othanwise not suilable for publishing. The committee will infarm you il it decides not o
accapl, or not 10 authotise the publication ol, your subimission,

Conlidentiality

Théa ¢ommities attempls to conduet its inquiries in the most open way posaibie, Howowver,
if you believe that your subrmission (or pard of #} should not be made publie, cleady write
‘vonfidential’ on each paye and, in & boiel covering letler, explain why your submission
shouid be treeted confidantially. The comminas will than congider your request fur
conlidantiality,

Unauthorised Helease

Unce the committes recaives a suhmissinn, it hecomes committes property end should
not be published without the cammitles’s avthorisation, Publication of a submission
without the commitea's authorisation means tha that publicalion is not protecled ty
parilzmentary privilege and may amount to & contempt of Parliamaent.

All sebmlssions should be sent to
The Research Diractor

Legad, Constitutinnal ang Administrztive Review Committes
Parfiement House, Genrge Streat
BRISEBANE (LD 4000

A
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Submizsions close on Wednesday, 30 November 2005
Extensions ta the closing date may be given. if you need more time ta rmake a
submission, or if you require furlher informalion, cuntact the commitiee's secretariat on:

Telephone: {07) 3406 7207
Fax: (07) 3406 770
Emait: carg @patiament.ald.agv.ay

Copies of this paper and all olher publications by the Legal and Cunstitulional Committee
are availatle on tha (nternet vig the committes’s home page atr

v parlinment,ql g
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