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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND 
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The am of this inquiry is In make proclir,.ai re(:nmmenda'ian~ tQ 

ncrea~t'! tht'! irIlemsl Md p2lrtir:ipatian 01 )'0009 people irI democracy in 
Qooen3land. 

Th<l committ<lo wlinls to hoar from young poopfy, in partit:ular, .. oout; 

>if> what wRl wOr\(.; 

~~ what woo1; Md 

4 whut you want to do or experienco. 

We WOuld al30 like to heRr!rom II~ people in Queensland who tava nn 

interest in young people, or in young people eng~girl\l in democraoy. 

To lI!OIp \">U to think aOOvl, discl.JliS ind " .. spend tu matters r"'","ant to 

the inquiry, w .. hav .. ~el oul tJ<i/IOYot ~Om .. ; 

:~, i~sue~; and 



Ec!waUorv1nlonnatJon 
h isl1le .100 of the E.'ec!n.",1 Coo'ml~~kIn Queensland (ECO) 10 -... !h'" people 
M mll'll'd vote III eIoc~. T () (!o itI;., th9 ECa USB& 9ducatlofl and a.waNl19W 
prooyIilmt; (8.g. po,itr.:am, pomen: and ~ viG.~). 

~ ,~(~':ihIoEqa,~ ,botmr Ordrtt9rotitly.tQgQl, b.
o 

rr\~ CtiooS to P.I )'WiIgpoople? . ,., ,",' '. " '-'-". -, " , . 

.. 2003. ElKtVls Canaoa ~t'd ....th Caolo ill the ~ 10 deVelop a 
""" YOIQI edl£1lion Pfooratn for atuOanU, nctuding 11 contnl t;IVl l~1I'IIl JII!<IPI8 
390d 16 to 18 10 CI1IIII!o JI).!eOOnd JIlIblic 5'!1VicI!I ~ on ,ne.:, IelIinQ 
II\et ~ "''''y the dMnocBk p<o:::e1>& and \o'01.inr,j ar .. ;Il~ll. 

Ttw Uni..d KlI'1l1dom EllICtoraJ COrmIlssion's 'Do PQIII~' oImG 10 IID!)'OUfIg 
PiO~lliIlnvotved i'l dcmOCfacy. It may be 8oces~ed !l1: www.gOOQIi!k;s.co.lIk. ·Do 
F'olnlG::' condlJOl3 WOr'llshopllllf'ld event::.. anrl rrovides r~!I>UreJ!~ IInd training 
8cro'~ IM lJK for YO\lr;g people. 

l1 A\I$lriilfia, lhtI YIJuth EllICloral Sludy (yES) 10000d U\at some lnecntiw.l would 
atvaet a I lnn vote. YWI"Ig people $i1Ida tax break or \he UH cl prornoliG.181 rocJ\ 
ooncc& woulc! be ~e fII03t effect .... ~, but h". WM AI$O s.ome s'-"POn 
tar !he Mfnllhal: i'Icetltiv(>$ ~kI not boil nt!<Klud u ~"OI ing is a .esPOfl'Sb~ 
that CQfl\OIS will , ctizen'Ohip. 

VQb're<,J;ab"atlon 

In Au~lra&a. BilLi. peroon mo.r\;\ complele M enrornent 100ll to rcglctor tll vote. 

!O\ il(rN r,cu(d ' tJw ECO -ma~ 11',.19< r.x young fXM?~ W tlIIrpI a~ bflCOOlll 
I!' tig'l$lltI'oId 10 imf .. ? . 

Nuw iMas 

ir>SOII\8 ~otmtr~, '''!I '''lr..c ioo Ii dOM by 1110 govorrwnOrl! &0 that people are 
i/;..wmabl~ reQ~1eled .... "hen tOOy roocn voting 1011. AA Ifltornatialfli report by 
IIloI ItI(.1Ituro for DerToocfacy aM Htet(ltal AMisI8nc ... ytlUth VllMf P~m.., 
~~sa alMllmillO:: regisl, ... tion by lh ... gOWffi",<jI1' ~<II""t! Wl it ooroy a duly of 
.. ,v:h f"*"$<>n 10 W\II:lI. 

Ot1er C"01.II11lio-o cn(lble people to r~~3ter at a ~~ng MRtion (")fI ,,1!v:1tm My. nr 
an line. 

In C""aoia, EI;tt;,iu'I> C<o, .. <J" 1!jljnLltl;ls ~Ie wl'Q ~avo MnQO I (I throog~ 
in f)t"mat;on prOl'ided by. IQ, a~<lmple, tl\e tax attlce and motor venicle registen'l. 
TIIO 01101 Electoral Otticer writ!!! 10 thesa peo"'" In .,~ ~ IMm I~. cm! ... ", Ih>ll ' ''''y 
ere e ligible to vor.- "noi con~l ID being ifldt>do?d in U," Ilillior, .. l '''Ii'''''''' 

, 



F'olllng lO13llonl 

In Ouaensland, paMio'l!l strltioos arc U3UQIIy locatGd in schools or MIIs and are open 
between 8am and 6pm, 

i HOW,CQU/ii lha ECO make It oosieifo(youngpeofjliHo =UI/clr vote? 

New jjeas 

In '.,..liInt Canadian Qloctlons, Elections Canada Intr()(!iJced merQ polls in k><.:atioffl 
towhld1 yourog peopie hava easy aocoes, sooh ;;t3l)Cnr student res)d(!!loes and 
university neigllboumood3. 

'" Canada, poIKng stations aro;. qJefJ {or 121K)I.J1~. 

O~I"Ilatioos from t~e Australian Electoral Commission and the VtCtori~n ElIlctoral 
Comrn~$iorI observed electronic voting processes II.t elections in the USA, UK 
11..'1<1 Ire!3.n<1 bew.en 2000 ar>d200? Tt¥> delegation~ c:on.'l[OOred th~ ditl~renl 
op~on" that are 3'1eifabfe, their advantages aoo disadvantages and how ea::h 
OIlticrl would sl.Jit Australia:s voting systems. The delegations rocomm>looOld e­
voting be made lIvJilnblo to ccrtnin claS5es or vOlers ir1c1uding vctcm in Antarctioa, 
vctsrs i1 remote locations, VO!lI.rs w~h a di.'l~bHy and ovll.rseas voters (see 
WYffl,H""'@V,~1 » conll<!ntfwhatlvotinq/eiec\mn ic reoortlindex.Mtm and 
wmI.aii!C.Q9¥ ,'dui wntllnlfwha(fY!)tinylE-\IOtinQ rllpor[,pdf}. 

A rOOOOI repOrt 01 the V,'ctorilln $crLJIiny of Acts Md Rcoutatioos Committee, 
Vdorian Electronic Democracy. cOMidll.red electronic voting. n rE!Comncnded 
that Viclor""n ~ r..ction~ sho,oId not be conducted remotely via inlnrm~lion ant! 
ccrnmooioalions !ochnologi~s in Ill .. near futu.-w, but [dllntilied too 1011o'Nin; key 
iK'V"lllag"s ul remet .. voting s\'Iitams: 

easy aCcass for llawllers ,,00 di~ablocl ~ .. ; 

rmWiing /Ill int~rface for other tectll1ologies such as ~creen leader:<;, ,",aili .. 
Wm;llJt~'"' fn"ljnifiers or all<!rnativ,. data IiIn1ry systems; 

afkming for th~ .. asy and cl1e~p dj~lr;bu(iu(l 01 ballol papr>rs ;n different 
lanyuaB\ls; 

inslir"t .. nl/O~~ prucll£~iny; .md 

allo .... ing ¥ol~rs to "C",",ss a ... id~ ritr>ge 01 oth<lr information I'otl"'" coosiOe<ing 
afld casting tIleir vote. 

"" ----- -
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Advlnce voting 
ClJ'l"$n~~ In Cluwnslaod, l)'Uu 1:1Ln'l ""Xe ~t your rltIIlTlI8t pOUlng booth on tho day 
et iI state 101Gctlon, special arrang<lmetle ce.n !le made tor )10\1 to ClISt 'fI:AX VO'-l . 
such 4S by acMLrIce vo:mg in person or poWol Yding. Theu optior\$ AM a\o'ailalM 
in only t.Qme cireurnstano::es -tor eJ;rT\pI!I, iI)Q\.I' wi. "" "1.~UlI9 IIn pgIH-oy oJiIV; 
hilY'i' a disabOy; or c;an" \IOOiI on VIal d3y tleCaus.e of roli9lous oolcts. F« fuI1her 
""oonat\ot1, sec 'MVW.ooo,g!!J mAY, 

oQ;yPU,~~, ... , " ,~~,yore,," '.0044d ,,"at.,yi'mefll 
tJ1 ift'" ;;,;u,,,';; ii..'~"'~ '~"~~_' " ~ :1 c.;''''''::'~.JIM ,J£~' ,'. ~~~i 1ft ~~':':""~"Zr:>'J!P" " ,; .. ;", .. r~, '~'.','f~:r;if ' ' .. ' ",''' , .\, ~,~ ........... ~(VU."': .. ,<;Su, '.'", .: '~'":,'~),,,;!~ ' ''. -',' ~V"', : ' -''1' '. :.', ''',',', ~"" }:,.," -"" 

New !dU! 

~!he tIC. pcml voting ... ~VI.~"bI,,1() anye&sible \IOIef on requen A pe<SOfl rnit)' 
apply !or rnstal voting !or a paniculiu i'Iectioo, Iuf a oornaIn period d lime Of "" at 
future eIedio ..... 

TO (aoIitatl) wling, \!le &ate goyenvnem calld dec:l.lore ItIe dI.~a! '" 5late <'Mc1ion 
et PIlbHC holnay or schl!dulfl ...... 81l1C1i(>o for ~ day othef than • Sllt'Jrd~y_ 

In July,s. ff otlectronic YUlin~ wQre to 00 iotroducPd, for Bxampl". H n~ nol be 
n~nryto haw an 'election da,{. with aM IIOtes =1 on 11\0 :lalTle day. Voting 
cO!.J1d \3.~e placo. tar c;.mmplG. o ... er art 'eleelloo W~~·. 

" ~~\ I L \-i9bcJo.'} to ,/0k 

Cloao of rolls 

Currel"llly. after Il. stll.te e~on 13 caMed. peopll'l ha_ ~,"",n 5 M" 7 MY" In 
rcg ist« to ..a:e . 

.;t 06,fjJiJ;~~)'OUIJg~oouIdr"e~'l}~,*<!$""~ 
la 1"~~"{_IJnekaion$C1iIfed1 · -. .:.:: .. <: . ~ ... . {. '. 
Newirl .. u 

" 

PrlOl" to tI'l e 2004lederal eleClJon. the Sp~i81 Mn,st~r of Stele. Crr. AIloeIz 
propo3ed lh!l.t: 

the electoral ralll>\! cbsild to rleW vot!!IS on Ih!! day the elec\lon writs would be 
;,;.ued (usually the day the eloc1k1n la or1rlounced): am:! 

people wi:!1lIng ;0 mMQII ~it f lVoImenl deI<Iils boi/ giWIl tlvote days 10 do w . 

This prOpOSal did nDl ptoaled 1I!1 W INA .• IlOl supported by the ron-grnter....,..,.,t ,..--
----- --- --- -----

, 



Fi~ed elO/elion day 

In Quvanl;land, there Is no tb:«l ¥iectia:l d...,. It;>< sl>ll .. ",loK:ticrls. 

A fi.>;vd ~19C',ion day CQUKl alloW Imprw!ild civic5 wocalioo coo..rses, rnock·eI6c1ion~ 
and othor stml~ilIt oncourBglr19)1OO1lg people's engagoo1Qr1 with &l!ll.:licm to bi 
pillnned m advance (Stili MIIr1er). For examplll, 11 fixed eleC1ion day wOuld anow 
civiQ eoi.Jcalors. to plan.1Id coodUCllhei r CO<Jo.'SeS in para~el w~h an eleCtion 
c;;mpalgn. 

~ Doyou:thinlc Improvfl(j rlriw ~im is 11 """UlWhiN fOOsriII.f~ ~, 
I" I<J IXJllSid.CJr ;1 ch<V1ga to 1fII~ ronn cIootkim? - - , 

No\N 1de.a3 

~ 

In Quo;m;;lana, II~S lor <la local glMmm8111 iIUIhurilW$ are 9enerall~ held 
every tour YClll':l 0I'l1l'lC 1IIG1 $:Kurday m M:m:h. 

-;:.--\ 0~'-T-? -9-) ']""1---- -
ri d b [; a 

New ... "ling system 

In Queer\SIMd, a s.vs~ . ." 01 optional pr!!l'Menti 1Ol ~ 15 used. A IaOt smOlI;lboul 
Y::RV i>; "~,,.bblu fru. ,,; www,wyuk.!.oov.iJu. 

Neow ide"5 
Appendix D eonl1h$ a revised vGrtlon of a paPllr "'''Pared I~r all i fl(i ~ity. Hdnds 
00 Pariiament. by tI'IG Legal and ConstilUtiollal Commltt&9 otlhe prvviooJs 
P"M",m~nl. It prnVllll'R Inform.lion About Olll' volin,. system QI'Id ways ~ might be 
d1ange<d to provlOO more divrorsity in c"ndidlttes whn might be 8leetec. 

AA 11 OUG9II&land, me IIO'IlrlQ iYSlem In th~ UK m;oka~ il WIry diff icult for 
oo.nd.iclatcG tram mr.or PQrUcD 10 ~ clootcd. In May 200.'\, ~omll 500,000 ~cho,;O 
SludMt5 in the UK \OO\td irI • mocl<: lIIeclion to comaide IIMIltJo genetaJ 91llCtiofN. 
The stlldants ¥OIed fur the actual c.NIdidiIt~_ Th" M.>;ulis "..,OO'~ fNI{ Ihe 
.. 'tIak!nts ........ allr..:1oKl tu ",a.bri .. hich f ilii car><idat<t$ ()/'I ~.el\llin m!Uf!5: 101' 
aIIaITIPI&. studa!'l:s WI'IO leu PaG$lQn319 3bout flu i1fNiru .. " ... U voIed 1« Ih& Green 
t'8tty. Uespi'.e l.!Iq to hav.i! a SIngle carJ(fdate rcwmed In tile QWleral l!lotdic>ns. 
tIJ.e Gr'I'!e'O PIII'ty .<ecorl'l(145 nt ~ 1>1 11 pn...sible 549 ~l!IIt51f1 tne mock c:icetlon. 

Prcportlonal rapr(ltltl'llaUo!l YOtioQ, l'ItIich 15 usW lur SIioIH1t8 e'scOCim in A"~lr"Ii! . 
proVIdes grc(lll) r oDllomH\l1y lor m~ p;lrfu~ 10 win SIIa\l; . 

'" _1 = ___ 11 _~~_,~!=, __ ye.S 



Voting age 
In AlJStrella,}'!lu roost be 16 ~ef' <:kj to V<l1o The minimum IIQlJo.;j ago) in other 
(X\I..II'lltit,s r~~ from 15 to 21 . 

The mtnmlJm I!I!Jo'!'S $tll by the li.w l Ot otI>ef actiYiIies ... 9 blCKI l1I IIpfMRdbl B. 

A ~"" IM:~-< '''''-~fij'll' or;Jjf: - '--t-!»"" Of ~:iiili'T--If"'" 
ea ~~~~;;;id~~_tk~@e:oc;!~ - . 

Ncw idDQ3 

In A",,1.2004, following a proJoel on the age 01 oWornl mlljOrity,!ho Unr.cd 
KI!1gc1om Electoral Cornmi:;$lon re<IOmmended thll.llhe mi'limur:'1 age tor ellleveb 
01 voting 111 public tllecIioos in !Iv! UK rMl1~On .... 1 l a years let l"'limO'l being. The 
UK l3i!t:1oral Commi~sion ~~ howe>.oer, !hod ~ ,xP9C*i 10 u~ a 
lurthef Iormiil rwil!w ..... et.<, rnininum ~g &gel wttIIln a fur!h3t' ItIIG 10 seven 
l"/flIs. IIl1OCOUlaglld 1119 govemtnCnl lO c::oM.iOer iniUatng a ..me.. rENieW oI1he 
age 01 rI'I.l/OlIIY. 

In 2000, 11. "'P'JIt on dHI0!1n9 social and kIg;oI Jr~\O'Qfki IQI' YOU"!! Austr..Jiio.nl; 
loiJl'ld 1'1;01, ~spitw ~umu inl.~st in 1)e11!r.g mot"e lnllOlVOd IrI their COOIITIllI1I:y and 
i190 .. ~mmwot ~lilon-m3klng P/'OOCSsos,)'OI,X'lg pcoplO were quilO rcluctanllo 
tlaJm 1t1e ~ht and responslbilrty of having the vot& younQ&rtl1M lit age 18. The 
majQnty (, .... %) ol)'OU('lO p80pIe itIl10iwld in the researcn said that they were not 
readl or inwt'.sted in getting invoiv<Qd ill 1<>11'11&1 poI_i<:,:al p roc9uB" 5u.;h;os VOW'll 
before \hay __ €> 1& TI\fir IWWlIri Il9'rll&d, with a majortly (61%) wggootlng!ha! 
,oung pwpIe ;\1111 nol malUl'j) enOU9h:ll'lo M Intefe~ in . 'oono beforo they orc 
18, andtha! young p&OIJte unOCr 18 haVl!l olhe< p .. tMUI~ Ior.MlI1ln1M1dCM1end 
wi1to <_ CM:sIln. FiI'lj .... llld and FIodtol). 

Cornp"'iXKy ~ was intt6dUC«! In Ouoens\and 1111911. Md oy 1hC 
Comr!1Ol'1WG~lt!1ln 1 ~4. FtCGc!!rotl by M~nef lpubll:she~ In CM: Literacy; /1ow 
Infoml~ CWzens MIlkS. Democr~ey Wo,*", Univ~'~ity Pte$$ of N~w EngINId. 
Hanover, 2(02) indic~~~ IIlII! tI1e effect 01 inlrod u;;in\l':'.;f01P<J l~ory voti~g ill 
AUlltrlllil was 10 brin!iI ai:>vY1 a 23% ov~a~ ner .. ;!,,, In vcflng. 

" I<e>'f Tt tl~e G;;, "",e \I j 

Educal lon In sehoots 

In Ou$;)nslano ~ u.en. .. no ~~ called 'civio;, ltO"ucatGl' o. 'dlimnship 
edlatirW!'. Primary and ~'Uitl Y i!l.Klunt& klam aboul demOClac;v, ilI:luding 
parl;;IIm ffl l,1P""K"fT\1if1I an<:! eI&CliOrl$, In a IItIIIlbcr 01 dlflcrcnl 5u tlj(:cIS. Studonw 
al&o txptl'iSf1OG oomocra~ (11 School. tOf I!X8l'll~ tllfO<.l!)l'l flllw:h",,. tor sc,1oo1 
coun<;i memt)er~ ~or ~ "'~de'~ 

EduClIllon zi)out democracy 
I\ddlt!on<tl edlCIl.HOMI opP"lrtun;tif! ~ ,,",,",VMt to democracy include 

, 



\/iliili: to th9 Ouoonsland Parliament, or to a regkll)al silting or th9 Qu9Q1sland 
Parlia:T1CnI, an<! odlicationai aotiv~ies provided by PMtamentary EdllC~tioo 
S~rvice!,; and 

.. lbctOTllI 9ducatlon a01lvttJes OOfldiJcted by the Australian Electoral Cornmi"MI, 
suct\ as school visits. 

For lItudents 

m lM1ai wVrtoo ."!fellllndwhald"1d yqu f'ljoy Mllllt ~ /<JafJit ~, or 
!' IiXPflfifiJ!{:OO ti,1IIf'~r;ylil 'f'Oi.J! sqtiqq/l " ,',,' . - . 

W~I,mor(! ,cqt#d,SCi1oOEs ,:tIP}o,~n~.gs'youlO,''Vahie domOOltlGy' and 
peP'! IP" yW!UJ 11!at, ya<i am ;""'-'11, inkirmed ~f>d, crmfittS,niBbout engaging in 
deinocfa<;yt - , 

For I .. ~ct"m. 

la /:fPw.:dow yWi~~dJC:Ma; fiQilc3ifilhRnd,p~p~7 
J!t fioW:OO/i!<J ~,bd'lWiieipro~ta e'li!)a90 1fj_,JJifii'Ir.i6iiit;yJ.:, ' , 

Newjdoo, 

In p,,"viQl..-'S inquirili$, thy L9Qai and ConstttLJ1ionai Committ~ ar1d the L,,!/ai and 
ConstlWtional Committees 01 the 49th and 60th Par~amems I1aw mad~ 
rD()Omrnenda~ons about civics education in Queenslanc. Srnilar 
r!\OOlllmendatiooll have DP."'1 maM by many other Au!<lrll~~n h"die~ il1 ~ent 
year~, A I~t 01 WrTle 01' th~se recommendatlom; is ~et out in apperKIix C. 

Tha Constitutional Centre 01 Western Australia was established to 'HlCourag9 
people 01 IIlr ages \0 learn aboul the We~tem Au~tralian polttical system and how 
to i\C'li"",ly pNlc ipate in~, 11 diem di~plays 00 the Coost~utjDn ~nd ~$pocl~ of 
citizenship and lX'iilical hislory. TIl~ El«cloral Euucation Clintre is t.xa:ed within 
thv sam~ complex, and provides Interactive programs allowing peoplil k:J ca~l .. 
~Olo. dtscQVCl"lho origins 01 dem()(lrocy an<! UndorSffind how the vot .... system 
wor1{3 (~e!l WWW.ccentre.wa_oov.au{h..idex.hlml. r'rograms, present~d n ways 
which engaGe yolXlg people. are also coooucted Ior school !<Ilrl-nL~ \/isit ing Ir,e 
CMltre_ T eoclNr resource kits Compl~)l""t liiICl, p'Q9ram, R~soo..-ce boxes DO 
various topics am avalJablil to :;;chools in remot9 an.as. In additk"" the 
Cooslitutional Contra has dovclOpod an "Out Rcncll PrO\lram' which irr'¥ONe6 a 
network of local people in rural and remotllllreas of Westem AU3traita providinO 
pmgram, 10 ~turfent$ in thn$l" 11""',5. Snme rr"orllmfi lire fif"'C'Jlic 10 Indigenous 
commu~b,s_ 

A Civics and Citizenship Education website (Whioh Incorporates a prevt,~us 
"Discovering Democracy' webaite) is wvro cjyic!!andqiljzenshp.edu.ilU. 

'K~ Voting USA' is a nat!ooaJ oon-prom, non'partisan organisation that te~i>P.~ 
slw .. "ls "OOut cili'\!f1sh~, civic respDOsillilily, dsmocracy dOO pulili~al 
partlolpaMn. T ogethOr w~h classroom activities, students are proVided wIlh an 
opportunity to cII~I!I 'Kids Voting' bllliol on alectioo day, and tr,ey ~ote 00 the 
"""''' randirillteos and issues as adu ~s, In 2004, 1.5 milliOl1 Mudertt~ lurnp.<I 0lJ1 to 
~oI~ for JX~s'oJerJlial, locai ~"d slaL" c",l<.Iiu~tes. Ar .. "" with," Kids Vot;lg USA 
program have showed a '-'l)tirrQ rate for reQistered 18 year olds I'Ihich I~ 14°;' 
higher than for non-participatirrO areas. See )'I'l'ffl.k,dsyot[)oy'ij Q(Q/. 

As part of the Kids Voting USA servicOl, 'Ooul;o!YClick Del'flCqacy 1SB€ 
v""",_k:d~volingu'~_Q(g/Doubr9ClicMn!fO,,..p) W~. d", ... 'op<>d IQ ~tlow ,(",-I " "t< Lo 
partioip:r.10 in an aUlhcntic votil't\l oxpOliencc lJl;inQ a web basod voting system, 
rile on line ballo:s replicate tht! candid8le~ and i~3ues adults vote tor. and prOvide 



sluWnts wlh p<iI<;licvlJatlow whictJ havlI links tD candidatl/ biDQ[aph'~ iIIld othl/[ 
resourcm;. /\bout 35,000 students participated during the 2004 prosid<lntial 
eleclion~_ 

'T99ll!i N2 Pol~Ics' is a US-based webslte which offers young pooplean 
opponunlty to participate in discussion forum~ on topics ~uch as the economy. 
Ioreign policy, general political issues, animals <i:nd the enllironment_ Provision ~ 
ll$o mado;! for young psopll/ to contributll to discussions undll[ thll b.mllllr of '!lift 
wing chat' and 'riQht wino come(, Sea Wfffl teeo;lQ2OQI~iQS,9oml!orum;;!. J 

"~'Ve, 'i;S '"'<'22) C\\)po(tUVIi t\f ') 
) \""c_,v' ~ OI..A ( c~ 

PalUic .. 1 pNllg~ 

Thll2004 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh EvallS. Ms slJ9gesled that \'Clung 
OQopic feel shut out ot mainstream party polilic3. 

The former Quoonnland State Youth AdVisory Council told the commit1ceth3l!ho 
i3sue3 addressoo by politic~1 parties, particul~rly ,,' eladion time,!lre dominated by 
tho~" "'Iev~nl ... oIo.J." I-""-'p/e '" 1<.1 U<JI "lI'='ir'lJ f".'f''''",liu,,_ 

N'lw!.leas 

Or Ariadne VrOlnAn, 11 lecturer "' the lIniv","'hy of SydMy, re~""rchB .• )'Ooog 
people and poIitics_ She writes thaI, 'The one ~rl/a or partidpatiOl1 that rem2ins 
low for YO\.fIg pooplll, and Indelld jar mast AU!)tralians, iI;; mllmbllrship of poliocal 
partics. Rathor than labol~ng party membership dectine o.s apathy, WIJ ought to 
Se,<! haw uMppp."ling poIitic"-l parti~~ h"-ve be<;ome And ~ i~ ur ID p"rti~s to 
involve a rlI/W genl!raliulI. This rniQhl nal u.. uy w~y ullormal rrwrubl/lship; 
instllad, partigs might consult young people on Issues rIIlevanl to thGir ~v~s' (Sl/\I 
Vromen). 

In the US, a naHonwide study of y<Julh att~uWs loun<llhat young p<iopl~ war~ 
a"liv~ in tOOir commL.!llitkis but not coocomlld about politics. As an OlItCClfTlII of 
that study, a &trmcgy J<loptcd to re-connect youth to dcmocracy I::: that. ouring 
election ~amp"iO n.. • . th" m"di~ olf", YOlJlh-moOeraled cl'mdid!lle deMt~3 (se", 
NatiaJa! Associalio<1 01 Secretaries of Stal",)_ 



-----------_._---

Polili~illns 

M"ny r",~earch sfuoos in Au~frali~ and iotemittiooalfy r"''1e~1 thllt young pecpl~ a;~ 
cynical about th .. lJehaviolr of poiiti<:ian~, 

o /-Jow CarJ politiCians lhemselve:; rostoro the faith ,of. yot11lO JI'X¥'Ie ,in .. '* <fi;m<X:fa,,},? 

H9WJ~1l: 

0, Ariadne Vromen sa~ that politicians orlly coosider yoong peop\f! wru:.n they 
pr~sOimt ;0. probfllorn; that YOU"!!l"'opfe h'ild 10 be lal~~d ~ul rather 1h~.1 talkM 
wi',h; and that YOOllll poopIQ'~ PllrspgctivllS ali. fari!y Inclu~d in publit; dIIbala. 
Dr Vromcn suggests that whnt is needed is dirOC:l evidence of \'<lung POOlJI~·6 
SlIPeriences and ~rguments bMed on ~l!Ch e~idence (300 Women). 

In the United Sl<.t .. ~. Canada and the Uni~d Kingdom, where voting isn1 
cumpulsory, it has bg8n .hown that contact "'ith p<liti:;al par\i!;s .,,,,J ~;/.rtdid<!\e" is 
an mportant clement of 'get-out -too-vot()' strategies. Following rho 2001 British 
ga1eral electIOn, the UK Electoral Gommi3sIOIl identillecl a lecK of oonv~ssinO hy 
pditici .. ms as a likely reason tor diss~tisf~dion (and tovdllnYIlJt) 1Imntlg first-lime 
volt1rs. 

"'~ tel~ p~)~e 1T,::>~ ~~f?n) 
,:1 

-_._-----_. 

Being heard 

---------

Whil~ 100fl9 poI0ple "'~y be fu",,,cI "If po! il;,.;s ail il currently operaies, manJ 
studioo and sUNays hall(l fOlJlld that )'Olli'lg poopla ara 'Ifm/ irJIsn.s!9d in politic,,1 
issues imPOrtanl to them. The challelY,ls tor govemmerJIs is 10 cngage with YOl..l"lg 
people. And th~ fir,;! thinO that )Kl1J/10 people "ay i~ that they want ta be heard. 

ffi H.!v~ you used~ny ot th~ gov~mment ""{XJrtuniti~ to YOICe your opiniOn~ 
U( i'lbout iss"es? Hoy" eff""Clive wd5 if? 

" 



Newjdeaa 

In Western Australia, the Civics Md Citizenship Un~ in the Department of Pramiar 
and Cabmet wrns to enh~ democracy in that slatl! ttlfoU1;'h ciYiGs educetie>n 
N1d the promotion of an active citizOO)'. The goal is a community where all 
WOIstem Aootriluans ilrli villiJOO as cltlzen&, ~re thllY p!a~ a &1g1~k:ant roto ill 
setting policy priorities and where they help shape tile Ilature 01 their society (soo: 
\'!WW,Cltizen!Cr.pe,w""ooy "'YIl, 

Dr Ariadne Vlomen &l1Q9~1s thaI, 'YOU/1g pooplli MaI/Q a broad range of 
economic, SooiDI, and poIi1ical experienoos' and tI1at we need to 'create inclusive 
tormB 01 gavem~ Ih~t r~nis" I!nrj build upnn diffelent Wil.y.'I of making 
communities, Those in pOONr n~ (0 ~sloo to )'Ol.Ilg people more, .",d YOlJfl\1 
P<l<>pte'~ diVllrse viewo and ex~rtorlClIS nooa to 00 artlculat .. d In th .. mOldia' (~ .... 
Vromen). 

'" Yl(J 
pcdJ 

New~as 

I~ 2003, the (',orrmis~ for Children and Young People was ilwited to p",rtbpale 
1'1 a committoo lor the dawlopm~nt 01 ~ "ports and fllCreatloo lacHity(or ywng 
P<'OPle OIl Palm Island in North QU6I1ns[and. ThQ Commission undlilrJinlid Ih .. 
importanoo of the oommlttco asking younQ paople wMt Incywanlcd. The tssUII 
I:l/' the Gommi33ion was I\O! so much '?low do W6 imlOl~ I:hildrlln in the buildin!) 
of If,,:, fddJily"bul r~tI-..r 'f1U)'f w ...... gellh", '",-,ilily 1/ ... cNId,-.." "",,,10', 

In 2003, in Par~atta [n SydnllY, a YOUlh Jury pmSllrl100 )'Dung po>apill wilh 
practical opportunllles to 10:1am and dJGCUSS \he divcroc inmro:lsts and ooncerns of a 
wide wlJiety of yOU'lg peopl~ acros~ the r'~rrM1l1tt~ region. P~rticipllnts learned 
~bout teamworl<, negoli1llil'>O skills and the iX'wers 01 govelrvnMt. Thi" enabled 
lhem to form reali5tic recomm'>lld;doos 10 support I)", n .. Oids 01 IIw collective 
)'Quill of Parramatta, 

Th .. aim or 11111 YmJ.h Jury was to as~is! wnh br;dging racial ;"loleranc" and 
C!.iltulal dlveltity amonQ youn~ people Of Parmmatta. 

Th .. mcommalldalians 01!he Youth Jury were aimed at Key government and 
oommunlty Of~anisaliQns of Palramatta. 



Taking aelion 
Young people WOOl 10 be actively involved in democracy. Voting e.t OIOClior1\l is DrIly 
ooe way cA beirJg involved in a democratic ""defy. 

fi \o1>1Ib'! ()f i/16 foIfDWingactMfi8s have yOl.lcliiriKI out,dr,WoUld j['U Ij/({j tilCSIl)' 
If' Q/l1? 

Activity ti~.., ""''''' 
w.,.ld~k. :O 

(.jJ;~) .... ('I or Xl 

V"~mteering ~ 
t,ltlatir>jj Of p.oMlclpatln:; In 'local youth projGct '" ~ IOaiM>ng or .<i 'Jning ~ pMitian IXJ 

Mondll"l9 ;), 'il~Y or i>tO!C.t d 

~ T~king p.ort in a .lrlk<> Cl) 

Being ~ me",ber 01 ~ pofiticI!J part)' e> 
B~in~ a mQmll~r 01 a lrad~ union ~ 'Il 
Fi<>illO ~ "",o>l>et of ~ "'(!dent ,..-Moo) W 
8c"~ ~ member 01 ~ non-govemmerl\ 

m;lal~satio<1 YA,kh ~ohbes [IOvemment (~.~. n,., (Xl ll? wtaooTl<lCC soc,oty, ...".,. .. ry IOI~>I, 
(),..,~ce) c£ ContPc1ing a politician 01 ioc;o! <pwrrnl.mt n , 
ooullCIllOr 

M P~rticip"ti"O;n ~ YCOIV> Pani_"",1 C? 
~in<.l inYOlvcd in 11. Youth Gouncil '" Oil 
Being Invo/\l<ld in an organl ... ~"" IIkIIch $~eks \0 00 Ul 
mpresenlttw vie"'5 cl young people (e.\!. '(0""11 
Australian Rural Nelworl<l 

Young P90plii say Ill ... ! 10 bo IInQaQ9d in dllmocracy they """d things i>l.Jch as: 

information; 

opportunities ~o acbveiy e"911<Je in democ,,"c),; 

an iooa about wnaE can bo achlevGd roo. isElca~y; 

space:! in which to meet and discuss; Md 

OIoCC@~S!o I)l~ in!"''''''''i, pilotocopiers, ~tc. 

Whilf 1!5~i:<;tilncl! (J{ lIncotJ~~m~nf do YOIl """ri (mm gcv.m1mMt 10 take 
ildi<:m about Ilw iSSUilS YI''' IfI'iIl piilS!>iUrl;<r~ :.Iboon 

NeI'Iicl!l.~.§_ 

Brisbane City Council has developed 'Vis t>l " Ink',,, w~b<;~", ",hk:h allows yO'Jl~ 
piJUple ~o h,we ~ SHY On !~]~ Cour~;irs prO'¥",,'s. TI,,, .... b . lle cootain~ ;"ID'm~.1ion 
a~u~ how young people OM have :heir say, eventE ior young peo"' .. , lin~. 10 



re!()ufU$ and ~ iorLm th rough which young I-""'!'lu ~l1n UAPHilS ttw f OP;I1"''''''' 
The Council h"" "Is<) prOvided young poopIe with areas Q/cllme! Brisoonc where 
't1iiIy can come ">getl"lor 10 moO( and organise IICtivibe! a nd projtlcl! cri tltftrll!lllo 
t\cm. lhe!e areas .r~ ~ 10 young people ¥Id weJ Iftoor(oo (see 
.......... ~~inIc .o'9tl. 

The VC.oNn GQv,)mmenl Pf~ 8 Mnd!JooIc klr ~ ()(I<>JlIe on how tnev 
can oreal~ ctw"cI~ in !heir <XW'I'ImuMy. The haod:.oool\ p~ saggeslion. 011 
~w yotX'I9 pe<;>pI ... can Qal :.o.:v.u on il Pfoj9ct th~ 11191 paulona(EI ilOOt.(, and how 
flO/)' CiWl i"npIliIt11 8fl1 that projOO'l ($/10 .....,...\'<lWI ri<; ""'" ,Ma/D'CQtwi3 RCfJ. 

Tne FOUndalion 'or Young All."tlall~M ;.!lll. ""n-profit organisation dedicated to 
~evel~"i"O Flno'lll.tive initiat~ tililt suwort and VrnjXlWef yoI¥1g ~ Olged 12 
kl 25. TIMI Fl.'Urldatioo provide. aood--l un<frlQ lor ~ proaetivclJo = t s co­
I\.odrlg le suppon iniliatiYl)I:I"" helpo!he recipients slrudlire them~ \0 
C~ !onO-tenn :t.UI!.inlltli~. ( 8th yeN, the Found!llion ~ 8 portIoIiool 
grll./lb iQtalingll!:>oul $6 million. AI 1ea'Ol 25% of M a' \,IIWlt , ....... in\I ill tJWiI:alrxl tu 
initial'" ~icdy doiro;iyned 10 .berwtiI yoong 1nd1gtltl0U& AI.ICIfaIIans (coo 
-"·'fOwnqausU<Ul;II[)I,QJ!Jl. 

N!tw den 

TI'I8 Vouth Eledoral Sluo"~ (VES) mund thoot """.,," ~ , .. ''''O'l'1'!N1 hy)'o"ll~ 
peopiG as tile rTlOI!1 importMl SOI'ff.ll 01 hlormation at:oul voting T e~,.;,;i.on and 
_P8Pftr!1 " , .. th", ned mosl ln'poIlall. hwNYvr ytNI lg IN'JIlIII vRU .. n r~1tvr 
$OlI(C*S wIIh soma se»pti<.:is ..... 

" ~f(,L~.\t 



IVClS and in their cammLmn. Young people are ..::lively lnllOlved 1n_16 
developm!Lont Ilnd deli_y " I ;allh .. FOIlndation's initi~!vH. Onl! m~iatr .. a, 
'A.c-INo .. ', is a WlltI-ba~1ld ,ervk:o ttmt wil provide young ~plC w.th inlorma1oo 
an.c! ' UPPOrt on now the)" can r.eeome inYllt.ied in ~~UlI!\ nr t llUlle3 in hoi" 
oonmlJlli1y Ihftl they lire p.1Mionale aboul . 

VitRNire Youlfl SmvIoeI; is a YOI\JlIOCf~, non·pn)/iryouth medii EW'Id tlQIfWIQ 
ol"d3nlta!lon..n-ticn prOVlde3 youn; ~'" agM betwel!l'l 16.,cl ~ will an onine 
rOtutn t ~ r0\J0'11'11"1id1lhey eM ItCUSS onIDmlalrn "'" a rall9a 01 Igpics, parfcip;<\i. 
in dl~5ions with Wwr yuully paopkI ilfld bvoomv rwollilld 1<1 1nl! axct1angG r:t 
inlorrlliltklll with oIhQr yoong PGopln (SOil www Yit!Q~[9 OO!l, Floc:ont initiatives 
inc:kJ08 'o!ectionTracker' (see www elocticntracker.neVtV)whlch sent yl>Ut1g 
ocople out on the camp8'1.1n Irl\iI/IS repo ri.m in the 2004 Fedoa.-" eledion. Th~e 
repoM w&m lIIilisoffi tIy sO; radio stalions, sas ar.:.l ABC .""_ 

n e us Ad Couocll is a non·Pfor~ 0fg:l~1\ WIIich ~ dlSlritlUe:l and 
pfOl'1\OtG6 ptlbl ic SCIVlOO ~M on 11 mnge 01 issue.s. A I"IICe:nt umpaign, 
'fl\ll"lt I.btInGQIA"LI9m', Ioc:ussed G"I irnp"oImg youIh civic ,ngag_1 MId ""r 
PWt/Cfptll!\Yl I in .... 1v8::I \8IeO,oi!ion and ,ado ads aimed at gotlr\l:g)'OtlA\l ~ 
inmlved in isstJElS th~ CiUlI ;allool, voItz1t""1lIl and vWn!I (IN 
!"'f!'W lighln,.,.nrlOO\J 1n iim, \lfQ) . 

'Rook 1/10 VOle' i3 a non' proli! ot{l/lnlsalioo which .aim. l a "'ng~g~ yno.sn~ P"'l'"" in 
Ihf p OllliCllI proces~ in the Unilelj SlltlC$ ldld draw attention to l$$ooS o! concern 
10 yor..n<;J ~p~. N C<X>f<ina.1f!o$ vol~f 'Qogislriltiul driws .. od ~u..rCillion el1ort$ 10 
~.e young pIIOj.lioo e~",rcise LIII1If rlgnt to 1'019. YOU1h CU~\irt It hamcsseo in the 
",omot/wr of !Ill cam paigllS, mM}," 01 Wftiell lee.IUfe high ptCli,. celac.lIlIeS IllCkJllng 
musiclane, 3!l!OrS. alhIete3 aoa eomedl.ll.M. ., the 2QO.1 eIftdOor_" , 1.2 millinn 
people look lIdv3~ <:>I1he organisarion'son/fle~ • • .-giwatico !lIl.iIity. ~d ... 
~rI1her 200,000 ''''Jiitw,~ as lI~n ollhe Rodllw Vota Bus TQ<J! aCl"OSll L'MI 
co mky (~Offl www.roome~..oon:! ) , 



Cju[c.:IelL1c!S: for Y'.-I.(lio;:il'U) A s:""bY',,,is:s:~Q>\.. 

There is no ,.<ilt form ror a ~utKnis,.ioo 10 1h~ committ~, Submi!:<sians may bo! made using 
the !r)quJry response form Of in lOO form Qf a Iotlor, a subStanfi31 paper or a short 
dooument and they rm.y include "~,,, Submi.uioo'!; m.!ly contain facts, opiniMS, 
argunenls and recomm'iIldations for action. T~ most usefuf submissions ~re to the 
poinl. 

TI1<I CQmIllitlw would profllr wrtt\en submissions, but wi~ also accllp! sut<ni~"imlS un 
aOO11) tape. For writton submiGSioM, typod or printe<f teXt 1$ pmtorable, though leglbla 
hBnd-writ!t!n 3ubm~sions are ar,ceptahJe. Numbered P~9t!s anc!, lar 3ubmtssions ill 
"')(C~ of 20 pages, a hrie-! summary and a to.bie ri contents is also fle,lplul. 

All ~LJbmission~ mus! include the name and contactdetail5 01 the persnn making the 
Submission. TI);)se makinQ a submission on behal 01 an organisa~on should inocate at 
what IliIv .. llh~ submt&ibn has boon aulhorisGd (eg sub-cornmitWlil. PTlilSidE!!l\' ch~r, .. te.). 

Pubic oIlice'" m~y makll submissions as privatto individuals. How"" .. r, if rl!fe,~ is 
maoo in a submission to their oIfioial pOO~ion. 11: Shoold aiSI) be made clllar Ihatlhg 
~ubrnission is made in a private c.!lpaclty. Submissions Irom government departments 
ShoUd t>e l'iuthorised in accordar;ce with normal Mpartm""lal procooUlt!. 

Content and relevance 

A sLibmission may cowr ~Ome ur"~ of U'" issue~ r<lis,;,c! in Ill., raspu18e form. It WOlWj be 
hlllplul ~ 5lJbmi~siOnE clllarly stalad which Issues are being adaT9os~. 

Th,. CurnmittW'E usual prOOl:!dure is 10 publk:ty release and table submili,.ions ill 11, ... 
LegiSlative Assembly. Not aI submissiolla will neces3arily be pubjished and/or tabled. Too 
oommittet! r<'l5erlles the righl to not plJh~Mo or tahle confidential ~ullm~sion9. Cl!" 

suhmiMions which are irrelellant, contain sCVl"rilous or defamatmy material, or /lM 

~lWi,..;o '-'01 suilable for pub~shing. Thll oommittJili will inform)'OlI il it d~ide$ not IQ 
accept, or ["IQll0 authofisc tho publioation 01. your ~ubmisslon. 

ConlidentiaUty 
The committee attempts 10 conduct its inqllirit!~ On the I"!"IMI epen way pOssible. HOWCl'()r, 
t you believe thllt your S'-*>rniMioo (or parl of~) should no! M mllrle rubL'c. clearly wrile 
'coofidential' on .,ach pay .. am!, in a Ixi"'" cuvering 1<.>11 ..... , expl";n why your subm;,sion 
sl,ou'd be tr .. ~tiid coniidontially. Tho committoEl wU! thon consk!lIr your request IU! 
conlidentlal;ty, 

unauthorised Rt!lell~e 
Once tht! convnittee rt!ceives 11 ~"hmis"irln. ~ h.o.:omes cnrnmittl'!<'! property and s,~O\Jid 
no! b~ puhl;,hed wilhou! 1he comminee's auiho,isatioll. Publication of" ~"bmiMion 
witho!.'! th .. conminw's authorisation mgallS that that putJIic~tiort ~ not protlilCtw by 
parll:;memary pr",~cge und may amount to a contempt 01 Parliament. 

All sllbmls~ion" !lhoufd be sent to 
The FlI'~ei\rch Director 

Lt!g~l. Coo .• ti1l1 ionai ,y,d Mm inistr~tive Review CO<TYnott.-e 

I'arlifmen! Hous~. (',..""' ~ St,..."t 

I:JAISSANl:: OLD 4000 



Sl.lbml~slons Close on Wednesday, 3D November 2005 

8c!eru! ion~ to the closing <lal" may be given, If you need more lime to.makea 
~ut.nission. Of if you roqc:ire furli1 .. r i lkxm"-li{)~, euntad tha "-ummitt",,,'. Si'CIe<aria\ rn: 

Telephone: (07) 3400 7307 
F;vo;; (07) 3406 7070 
Emo.~: iJa.rc@pM;a.men!oldaWay 

Cop",,~ oIl1lis pilJNr "-,,d ~II olhar pubJ K;a!ioos by thE LIlY .. I ,mu Cun5li:utiooal Committee 
,m_ availaOl1/ on tha InternSl via the COITYllittw's homo page at: 
www.par"omcn1.gld.opy.aticommjt!AAgdoos.lrey hIm 

Name: ... " ... " ................. " ...... . 

Age (optio~al): 

AC'dro,~: .. "" ....... 

Con!(lC( (c,~, p/lonc number): ." .... "'" ....... " ............ , 

Ema.iI: ........ " """._ ....... " ... "" ... "", ... ,, .. """ ... ,,"" 




