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RESPONSE FORM 

TIlis fGfm can b& used to oond your 'flOw. 10 1110 ccmm~tce. Pica"" ""nd ('0: 

Tho> Re_tch DOeclof 
l.apI, Conol11\otoMl AM Mminiolmliv<:> Rc_ (;Omrn"," 
Pof1lAo"""" H ... ", 
Gco<QCS~~ 

s."'"'''' Old <1000 

Orf., ~1C: 073400NI'O 
Or c",.J ~ to: ''''''';@Q"rJ"mcrfq!d\Xw.II 

1\ PARLlJ\MENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND 

._--



yVl.<t voict 

The aim of thill inqlliry is to mllke pr..cti<:~i rocommend<l:ions to 
increase Itle interest end participation c.j young poop~ <n democr3cy in 
Queensland. 

Th£, committe6 warlls le hear fro.'T1 young PIlOpI9, in particulll.r, Wcul: 

.", whal is needed in Qu(!Rn,iand: 

S wh",\ win work; 

?" whllt won'!; IInd 

00 wnat you want to 00 or oxpcrionoo. 

We would also lilm 10 hear from all people in QueenSland who hllve 11.1 
inl9r9lil in young peOple, or in young people engaging in democracv. 

Tn fl€lp you 10 think about, discuss and respond 1Q matt",r", rljj~yant 10 

the in<;tJiry, we have set out t.olow som",: 

:~ e~ampl .. s 01 slrat"9i"~ sL!g~ste(j or trIQd ~I~ .. wh~r~. 



Edu QIItionl1nform~tilln 

It L~ t.~ job" too EJecloraI Commission OJamsland (ECQ) to ensuril U1at P"OPle 
IImu! and vow at illilCtionll. To do this, the ECO uses oducatfol1 and awarene£il 
prowams (e.g. postcards, postern and SChool 'liaRs). 

~ Wliai pouk!.,-/he£CQdo. better O(diff~itt1:i'to,g.er :~, me$gC:,iioivs$ to lit ~ PeoPle? ',' , ',- . '-

l\I",w;n,,~~ 

~ 

1112003. Elcctjon~ Canada partnere<:l with Gable in the Classroom to develop a 
new vote. e.duc.tItion program for 'lucier>!s, including" ~""t"",t ~hall .. nginQ ~"p!e 
~ged 16 la 1 e 10 create 3O·soconcl publr: service ann()lll1Geffients on video fsUing 
!heir peers ..my thlil dilmacratic pmcr;ISS and voling 01111 important. 

The Unr.ed Kingdom EIOC1ornl commission', 'Do PoIrtics' ams to gat J'Oun~ 
>'EIopJe invol'ied in democracy. It may be a<:ees:<ed ~j, www.dQOO!licgo.uk. 'Do 
f'aI~K:S' conduc.I1I wnrI:~h0p:5 Md ~ ... nts, and provides resources and training 
across loo UK for young ~I". 

In Aus:ralla, the Youth Eloolorol Study (yES) found that some incentives would 
D!tr(l.ct a frol vote. Young people said 11. tax break orlhe use of promotiomll roe\( 
wll<::em would ty, the most effective incentives. but there wM also som~ ~UPlX'rt 
l(lf the notion 11101.\ ,,,,,,,,,tives should not bQ nwdlld liS lIotinll is a !li'spoIlsiMity 
thal comm; IIfllh c~izenshlp. 

-- -----

---- - ----

Voter r~I$lratlon 

In AlIOtr;l.Ha, each person must complete an onrotmont form to register 10 1'010. 

~ Hw;:CCXlldthfl EeC maim it ells/er for YOIJl!g peOple to anrol and bPi;pma 
l!i rogistrmJ(t 10 \late?' 

New ideas 

kl Sur"" countr'lOs, regisuatlQn Is done by the government so that people are 
awtomaflcally rCllistered when they reach voting /lge. "'n international repOrt by 
the Institute 10r ~acy "od F:le<;tor,,1 A5sistilnce. Youth Vnt'" Pa.1id[l"lioo. 
'''()gest.~ au!oil1atic rigi~tration by U-,e yowrrn'''''t .alll .. r lhan it beirl~ a duly of 
"aeh ~er"Of1 to Gnrol. 

Other oolXltries ~Mble people In reai~ffir M" fl<'1~ng ",,"Iinn on fl,edion day, Of 
on-line. 

in Canada, Elections Canada idomiHcs people who hallO turnod 1a &tough 
inlormation pro";ded by, tor eXl'!mple, the t~ x office am! motor lIehlCle registers. 
the Chlel Eiector~t Offb"r wril~~ 10 Ih~M fX>Or:"e to a. k t""'" le') r.Mf ' m ;h~t they 
~"" ,~Iig;bte to vct~ and CQns .. ntlu b~ r lY ind u<.l .. u in tll .. m,lion;;'! r~l<is'''; 



, . 
" 

... _----------

Polling stations 

In Dlioon~le.nd, poIing ~Iation~ art'! u~ulI~Y locat~d in schools or halls and are open 
""\ween &!m and Opm. 

& [fowooultllha ECP mif~it liMier fOI' yaungfW1PIef(>:~ltiJeJr.va/e? 

New ideas 

In roccnt Canadlc.n olections. Elections Cannda irllrcdLICsd more polls in locations 
to which young people have easy IICCI!SlI. such as near student reSidenees and 
""iVH~ity fl<'i[J1ooltrhoc>ds 

In Canada, pol~ng stalionl1 anI open /01 12 noun;, 

DoleQatiol'ls from the Austl8.lian l:lecloral Gcmmi:lS[on and me VlOtorioo Electoral 
('..ommill~ion ob~~rv!ld electronic '1n1!niJ pm<:es.~~~ lit " 1",,,lion:l in Ihe US .... UI{ 
and Ireland betwONrl 2000 ilnd 2002 Th .. deleyations consklered the differMt 
O>I~()(lS that ara availabje, their advantages and disadvantages and ha,", each 
opben would nuit AlIStralia's voting s\'Stcms. Tho dclogotionn roocmmcndcd e­
votine bB mad~ a"~~llble la certain clll~S1!lI of voters indJdng vot~rllln Antarctica, 
vcmrs in f9mCOce JocaliOf1s. voters with a disabilty and overse<'!s '1ot~(~ (5 ..... 
www.aec.w.I.aulco .. t.mVwtuIUvolin qI eleetfQ!lic .-..portC'''';lex.h; rn and 
W<-NJ.aQQ,g.a'{,auI_C<)fl!!ln~vQ.t~.9'';:: -~t~gJ@Qf!,pdt), 

A recent report of th~ Victorisn Scrutiny 01 Act3 ~nd ReQu!Blion ~ Commtttee. 
V.-:t.-.n"n Fl.>.crmnic Do>mcccacy, ~Of1~;o..I"" ~ Ioodlonic ""tinO. [IIPr.nn-rnPn<! .. rl 
Ul,lI Victorian .. i<;!.:;tiun~ "11O .. d ",,1 I.>e c",Klut:t~d "'''IOI..ry Vill ;n!Qrmalion a!1d 
e\IDlTl.....,icatialls tgchnologies in lhll m~ar Mu,,,, but Identitilld the jollo'Nin~ k"y 
aOo'anl.lqas 01 ramota votinq ~ylllams: 

9aSV access rar travellers and disabled lXlople: 

providing ,In intsrfacr> for other technologies w::h as ser .. "" , .. adel~, 8ra;ll~ 
computers, m aqn~i()rs or altamatiVe data entry systelTl6; 

allowill~ tor the easy and ctwap diS1ributlOll 01 balat papllrs in doff", .. .,! 
lang~Mon: 

IllstantanOOU$ prOCoSsillq: and 

allowing voters to access a Wide range of ()!her Information l'lhikJ cDnsidsrillSl 
and caslmq their vote. 



Advance voting 

Cl.1f'\Intty in Quoensland, ~ you can'!vote al your nearest poKing booth on the day 
of a S1O.te election, Spec;iIIl armngemenw C&1 be mane Inr )lOll 10 r.,,~t your vole, 
such a~ by advance voting in person or p<lstal voting. These optlors are available 
in ooy SDme (,ir(,vn~IlCQS - for llxample, ~ )'Ou: wiN 00 Interstate en poll'rlg day; 
ha\19 a dis.abiltly; or C<l.I1't vote 011 tMt day because ot relig'ioulI beliefs. For furlher 
information, llee WWW_l!<:gq!d_gov_ilY_ 

o [)OY9f!'Wil/(mr;ii;eYtiii/i{}p. Jl'ril.ridwt? itdrllY,_Cpt8d;''*',fPil.fMlY litrre In 
P.' fti!!:-,~I()~d!h9UP::to lUI'11Joof1oo.i'i#th?"Fh~'fniJ,' JQ;'1n~<aiiy sproal 

iX.tmriUoos-tri(/Cso1 ";- -," -'.,.,\'" , 

N\lW id'lil~ 

In the UK, postal voting is ava~able \0 any IIlig;l.>I", vat!!. 0{] f<!qWS1. Apt'fSUIl may 
apply for postal voling for a particular "Iectlon, for a certain period 01 ~ma or for all 
!uturi elOCllons. 

T" facilitate V{)li11g, th~ ~tat" g<WI'mmfll1t could declare the day of a state "lecHon 
"pllblic holiday or schedule an election for a dilY "Ih'" IIl"n a Saturday. 

In futuril, it wlllCtronlc vO!lng ware to be iotroduco<l. fOf example, ~ need not be 
necessarylo have (l!l 'elootion day'. with e.l ~otes oast on the Mn1e da~. Votin~ 
could te.ke piece, lor "'~mple. OIler ~n '"I!.ctioo week'. 

~ , I , 

CIO$e of rolls 

Currently, aft",r a slate .. ll'lCtion i.~ calloffi, people have betwee<1 5 and 7 days b 
regi~t~r to "ole. 

~ f:/r> yptf,tf;i0lsfo.tng~e ixl<IJdbo.disadvilut}lp.fid;rtheW:ivasi>o~fJ[)ifl 
I!i to,ffl(o(a!bio~IIe1a;:tj0/J./$~aHoo7:.:' >;. ", . 

N .. w kWas 

~ 

Prior to Iha 2004 federai .. IAClion. In.-, Srecial Minister of Slate, Erie AooI. 
prnpos",d that 

lh<l wlllCtoral roll be elosed to now votom 011 the day the election lM"it$ would llc 
ISSuGd (uGuaWv the day the election is ~nnounc"'d): and 

f"'"O[)le wishiCOJ to chang~ tileir .. rlrolrn~"l ootaiis be given thr .... day~ \0 dJ ~O. 

Thi! propo'VIl did not proceed as it was not su~l",d by lhto 11On-QQ_rm"",\ 
parties, 

---------

-- ----



Filled elW<'lion d;ay 
In Queensland, there Is no fixed elootion daylor state elections. 

A fiJ(oo election day cculd aDow Impro~ed civics edooatl()ll COur.IIS, moo;:k·¥iec:lkms 
and other stra\e{lie3 encoL!l"a~g ~oong pe<>p1e'3 engegemenl with olootioos to b<l 
pl~nr;ed in i!lmance (Me Miloer). For example, a fixed elecHon day wollld al aw 
civ~"1i OIducator~ 10 plan arid ccmduct th"ir COUI'SS" in par~ll"t witll idl "lection 
oampaign. 

~ DilytX1,tI1/(lk ImproveQ clv!cs edlic3fJonIs 8 J\.j:llltliWtfle '~'$on for ,.wemmoml 
'9. fO (}()(lsider e ch8fl{Je to fixed (elm elections? ' 

In Qoo()f1sland. elections for un ioca1llovcmmDnt au1homtes am go:meraly h»Id 
e<lery taur yea~ on the 18s\ Saturday in MarcM. 

"< _IN,'c'e''-_'G'''"'~_'''''''''''''~~~ __ -Ji'''' ~_~_(",""""~'-"-":'C!.i-,-

New votin!,! system 

In OwQr1ilarld, '" syslwlll of option,,1 pn.le,,,,,!;,,1 vO~"lg is used. A tact MM! ~ tx>u! 
'OPV I~ ~va~ablo from:~,-'lC.!l,qJ<.lc9ov,a\J_. 

Do yoo, lhiIJk yo!itig,~ Would INm~b"keIYwvujil ilthe,voting syslem 
Wi:lsallangoosoiMl odfldjdatos ,running en OOnairr IfsI)QS of Pilr1icu!~r ;,,/ (M"IiS! 
IJJ yourigjmapre __ WMemare likely: 10 gm -elect6d ,fJi1d Mve:.a' \lofae In. jJ;Jrliamfflit? - " ,',' , '" 

N",w>:lea); 

,ll,ppcnclix I) conl~in~ .. rcvi"ed .,., r";on 01 0 paper prepared ro. 0.0 inquiry, I--/Qnd" 
00 P"'I1i~mMI, by the L~galllnd ConatitutioMI Commltee o! the provious 
ParWamenl. It F"'0vides inlormation "boot otJr \/O(ing ~y5!P.m ~nrl WII'ft it might be 
<:hang!ld 10 provide mar'" div"'rsily in candidal,," wt,u migil! be elected, 

lis ill QUDensland. the voting systom in the UK makes it very dlNicufl tor 
c~ndidlltes tram miMr part~s to oet el~cted. In May ;!OOb. seme 500,000 school 
students in the UK \/0100 in a mock eilo,ction to coindrle with Ih~ gen~ral ele~tions. 
Tt ... ~Iud.",t" vul~d lor 11", ac"!ual ~"<Jdida! .. ~. Th~ resuns showed Ihi'rt tr.. 
sludents were altraC1~ to panles which ran ~a~didatlils 00 Cerl4Wl iSSU¥5; lor 
o~amplo. s!l.ldcnts who lelt passionate nbout the onYironm(lm votoo 1crth~ Gr\ll!n 
Party, D£!sp~" I~iing 10 h~vp." ~ingle C800idllte returned III the geneTliI eloctiOns, 
the Gr<'ef1 Party wcured 45 owl 01 a possible 349 ~ea~ in Ih", mock elec~~. 

Proportional rcJprcJ5cl1Cntion voting. whioh is used for SeM.[G IllGctiQ~s in Australia, 
provide~ greater opportunity lor minor parties 10 win se~ts. 

\: $-;.-"r",,-~c':'td~:Y~:=_~C~ 



VClli"" .11" 
In Australia., you must IN 18 yllaf'$ oId;o VOI\l, The minimum ~ ago In otI1Gf 
CQl.IIluie$ rarlQ4l& from· 15 ;0 21. 

TIl" minirnl,llll agtI£ SG1 by tI'Ie law tor o\het ~ are bled '" appendlll B • 

• $bouII(b __ ~jig9bQ.~M J7,a.::l6~""'; ~1iY0l"~Y.t:iiirJ tffyJ 
1.'1 ~~lf-~slrtXJld.~at~b"bird.afTebl!l~-

New ip!1I~ 

In ADti I 2004, followinl/lI. lIrcjee1 on tht! age ot ~1..aO(al rnajl)ri!y, the United 
.~gdom Electoroftl {'.ommiulon reeonvneoded ~at till mln:',,\,I" <QiI for all "",,",5 
01: VOting in pubIC electiO!l1 ~,lhll UK '!iIflaio at IS VIJIi.r8 101 tnlll time bWlg. Tt. 
IJI( El<.o.:toral Commissicm a<M58d, l\QwcYCl', tnalif cxpGCItl(l to undcnalle a 
fuMef kItIn~1 review oIlt1e mll'lllTlUl'l'l 'o'OIirlg aoe wi:hWl.lllrtt..t tiwllD MWIm 

~"". It MCOCragecllhe (IOVe<nm&nl1n mnsider initilUin" • wi(t&f f1'Uiew 01 the 
loe of mAJOriIy. 

h 2000, ;0 repQft on chan\jlng .oclal and legal fromowo~ for young l\us~ai3ns 
IounO mat, de80.e somo interest in oet1ing m()!'e IlVO!ved In ~Ir eornmuntty snd 
t1 oovommcnt Oecision-malllng proeMM..,)"l'.-">::l peopIll we,' QlJite 'ehJCtanl tn 
Claim ltIe right and r""ror1."ibi~ty ot having the vote yourl!;" Ulan al age IS. The 
m-'lor!ty (74%) of)'OOlI\l poI'Op.rTlvolvOO in \h;IIlISIt&I'Cn nlOlilai thlil'/ Wli/III rKII 
tead~ I,lt' "100,,,,,100 In lIetting ~'I01ved In IOrm.:l.1 poIifio;ll ptOOOMCS mdl (IS YOIing 
b«'O(llltlC1y were 18. ThcIt P>llonts agreed. wrCh a majonCy 161%) suwe~~ that 
JOUl'I!:I people ate not mature enOU(jh IInd .,.,. Wer~led In voting be1(11'e they " '" 
18. ,rid IhlIf young people und.)r 18 haw a' le." PWSSUI"" 1o~'Uf1!ronundCOfl~ 
"';d. {_ c.m:rn. ~.kI and Rocn.G}. 

COmptASOfy'lOting WilS intrOdUCed in O~nsland in 19t4 Md hy tM 
Commo.~we~tth in 192-4. Aeftl!arr..ll hy MiIoer (PU!)lisha\;l j~ Civic Ut"'I!cy: '*­
t"I~ Gitiy,ns Maim D.!1llIX'"~cy WOI~ Uni~"""ly Pr lOn 01 Now England, 
Hano~r, 2002) ind.<:at"~ lhall11l1 gl!OOI of Iotfoouclog CompulSory vOIlog i11 
A~stlal!a Wall 10 br~ about a 23% ovorall iMIe.ase rn VOIlng. 

"A.t.!i )4:s lo."...td, __ 1I0'-i'""'--~!C·'"·.' -'-_J'C'"~":_' \"' _ _ 
..... .J(~ .~ ,. ,' l ~ ''''I _-'J'--_ ___ _____ _ r I -

Educat ion jft schools 

I.~ Queensland sdlooIs. " 011" is 00 ti ub~caIlGa 'cMcl;; eaUC:l!ion' o r 'c~ 
ewo.. .. llon·. Primary and ~eeonoary~OC!lt::l ~am aOO\tI oomoor8CY. II'ICfudinQ 
uarli:lmonl. ~ovcmme llt ~d eledlOl'ls. in. numb .... of ({",,",.en! ~lb11!<"'T5 ~ 
also ex;.eri~ OOmocrar.y at sdlool. IOl a>;;ampbl through ""..c\1OI1 ~ lor ..:hoot 
t. ... IJi"Cil memb..-s andfor !i<.-·houllil~rs, 

Edueollo~ about democracy 
ArXtiTio/'l,,1 edlJc:alional O!lp<Jrtul1'I~~ r<JioIvant to dl>macracy Iocluae: 



Yisi13 to the Qu~en3'aMl PBoij;'lmenl, or 10" regbnal sitting 01 the Due!!~9'alld 
Parliament, and educatfrnal ilctiv~i~ provided by Par!iam .. ntary Education 
S(!fVi\;I,/5; imd 

electoral !!ducalion &:tiv~ies conducled by the AIJ~~r1lfian FlAetoral COO1miS~!on, 
~h as scOOol visits, 

For itudllnts 

WhatWCll(C?ti well andwootdid you .E:!1jo>-,ymen yoo /oa;mt lIbGur or 
exptJ(lMcl!d~mOGnlt:tinyaurl5('h:JOI7 ..... "_: ". ..: 
'Whal,~·a#d. Scfixi5 dQ/(j encoor¥ 'YOU,IO::,jaiIM do3tTlOClaq and 
J:flIj.J;II\I ¥W.1iO thiltyou arDwfiijnform#NJ,Wrir5cnfidwt about flflg8gir1g in 
d;imOCfaCY? -' - - ' 

FortcncheMl 

~ Hqvt~.ft<i#,~jfllY~~~ .. Mljcijir,x,'Bhd~democm"Jl'l 
I!t H(ivtiw.Jkfstlft/ef]ts OO'b$ttei~fo'~~Ini:J8in6;rM::i't" , 

New ideas 

In previous inqu;nes, th~ L~glll and Const~u1ion~1 Committee at,d the Legal Md 
Constitu1ion~j Commitlef's oi th~ 49th Md SOth P~rli;'lment~ have made 
recommendations aboul c:ivic~ Wucation in Qu .... "sland. S~n~ar 
r""Ofl1rno.1lldationo; h:o:vlI bogn maoo by many other Auslrilian bodi~s in re",,,,l 
)I{oIars. A Ust 01 60me Of 10000 recommendations is set out ill appendix C. 

The Gon.'ltitutrvl1lll Centre oi Westem AlI5tralia WM eslabjished to el1<':ou!ll9~ 
pwpI~ of all "9~~ to I"PlII ~bcut th" Westlilrn AlI~lr~~"n pomical s),,>l .. m a,'!d r.ow 
la act!v~ participate Io~, It offers displays on tha Coostltlltlon ~nd aspgcts of 
ai~zcnship (lI1d poliHoo.l history. The Electoral Education Contra i1llooalcd within 
the Mm!! comple~, and provioos interac~v~ program~ aflowillg people to oast!l 
lIOIe, d;'\COv-erthe origins of democracy arid understand how th~ vo/,na s~lem 
work:> (,"'" www.cc~nlrll.wa.qov.auJjndex.htm).P.ogram~.pr .. w .. t~d in ways 
which engage young people, ale also Oondumoo 10r school studentll visl illg Ihlil 
Centre. Teacher renourec kits complement ",ooh proomm. Rcoouroe boms on 
venou:! topic:! lira 1I~lIilllbll! 10 school:! in remota areM. In addition, ln~ 
Can~tilu!""1!1 Centre has developed an 'Out Reacn Prooram' which in"nlve5 a 
rJetworlo. 01 local iJ"OPIe in rur,,' ~Jld ",,,,otl! "rl!~s 01 W~sl .. m Auslralia f"0vid;"g 
programs to SliJdoolS In those areas. Some programs arll specific to Indigenous 
communlic~. 

A Civic~ Md Citi'en~klp Ed(JClltiM Wf'b~it .. (which ;"corpornte~ a prl!vOO:! 
'Discov"';C9 D~mocracy' _bsihl) is www.l.ivics .. "dcili~er1ship eQu,?u_ 

"KIds Voting USA' i~ a notional non-pmln, non-partisan organisation that teache;; 
students aboul crtlzenstlip, civic re~pon~ibilily, democrllCy and political 
pniir.ipnl",,_ Tngether with classroom activities, st\JdMI~ 'lre provided with an 
OjlXlr1un~~ 10 ca.;1 <I 'Kid5 Voting' b~JI<.Jt on .. Ioclion UfiY, ,mu U",y v~ (Wl too 
sam~ candlda1es and issues as adulls. In 2004, 1,5 million etudents ILsnoo out to 
vole lor prosidontial. Ioosl and state candidates. Areas wiln a I(kls Voting USA 
program hA"" ~h<lwF.d 1\ voting rMe fDO" regisl~ rl!d 1 A year oI(j~ whir.h ~ 1~% 
hig1er than ror nOrl-jlar I l: ~a~r'!l .""~s, s.... www.kid.iVotiIlQ\I;!a_orgl 

As parl 01 tha Kids Voting USA service, 'OOublcClick Democracy' lae .. 
www l<idllYQlirtll!Qll.croIP!?IJbl ; Q1ickflflt(Q."p) '"'''~ develcpod to a l ow otudcnto to 
r>arlidj">il'''' in an authentic IIOt ing experienc"" "sing a woo·b~sed vnljllQ <y~tem_ 
Tlw o<,lir",uallots r!!plicat~ tne candidates aOO ;ssu~", oouns vo(~ (u', ~'ld provide 



3tudent3 wtth practice balots which Mve link!'! to candidate Iliogrllphies Md other 
re~ources_ AOOut 35,000 students partic'slaled durin~ the 2004 prosl::lential 
"kIctions. 

'Teen!'! N2 Politics' l~ a US·Msoo ..... ebsite 1'ohich offers young peopl<l an 
opportooity to paflic;~e in dis<;ussiun h)l1,.rns OIl \ovi<,;s SUdl as Ih" llConomy, 
foreign policy, gonera! pol~ical iSl)UCS, animols on(! tho onvironment. PrQVlslon Is 
alao madll tor )'{lung people 10 contribute to disc=~ion!'! lJnder the !laMer ct 'left 
wing char and 'rig1t wing corner'_ S ..... www,te<>nsn2po~tics_corMorLJm"_ 

~~(4~l\r"~'~-r\~+-~'-~'-'~'~--~!P'~~L--
") tt) ,'1< ,~."", i ,',_" ,r: • .: ,', 

PotillCIII pllrtles 

The 200.1 Yocng AlJstr~ ~an nI the Year, Hugh Evans, has sllgge~t"d thal ),Ol"'!) 
~ Iwl shul 001 of ma~'$ln.am palty poHriC5, 

The Ionner Queenslaml State youth Advisory Courd told the committee that the 
issue ,,<.lri-essO!d by poliUc"( parties, part:O;ularty at 911iClioolime, aw oom;mllO!d by 
lM",; I'()lowam 10 Oider poople and our agolllg populatIOn. 

Newidem\ 

D, Arladn9 Vromoo, a ilOctlllsr at thil UnNGrsHy 01 SydMV, wSGafCh95 yoong 
people aM politics, Sho writes thol. 'Tho onc aroo of participation that remains 
low lor yooog people, and indeed for mo~t AuS!rlllian!'!, ~ memberBh~ 01 poiltoal 
pElrties, Rathe, th~n labelling party memOO[$hip docline as apathy, we oughtlo 
s~ how \JIlJpp~ling political p3f1ieil haw becom9, And a is L.P to partie~ 10 
~wolvo u new generation, Thic migllt nol be by wuv 01 lomml mcmtxmlh~: 
instead, pMlie~ might consult YOUllg f>P.op1e on i~sll"" relevant to Ihl'!ir li'i~' (see 
Vromen)_ 

In the US, a MliQnwidc study of youth ~ltiU.Hjos foood that )'CUIlQ people wore 
~tive in their cOIl'V11<lr1~ies but 1101 Goncern~d ahmt pollic~, As IIn outcome of 
thaJ st~~, ~ strategv adopted 10 re-.coorleCt youth to democracy;5 that, rluring 
~ \,oeli"" e~mp~;'ln . , th" mgdi~ oH"r you!h.",rxlQratgd e"nditl"\,, tl~ b~!". (~"" 
Nstiona,i A~sOCiatiOf1 of Sccromrk!s 01 Swto), 
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PollUelan& 

Many reseo.rch studies in Australia aOO internationally reveal that young people arc 
eynicc.1 about th~ behaviolJl' el poIiticillns_ 

~ Hew can. politidBns lIIem~Ne$ restore me ff1ith of young people in la de/1lCoCnlCY'? 

N~w""'as 

'" 

Or Ariadnc Vromon say.; that politicians only consider young people when they 
pr~ent 11 prol>lem: th;!!! YOUl\g people tend ta be tal~"d ~1lo11l rather than t~!ked 
with; and that y()l)l'"J{/ peopl~'s P<""5pectivi!5 ar~ rar~fy inclLK!~d in public debat ... 
Dr Vromen SC'99"'sts lIlat .... h .. t iii "wWJ is oJl'IICI "vlJ",-,cw ul yuurog peop!",'s 
I!xperiencas ~nd .. rQum~rlts b~sgd en such IIl'1danoo (sw Vromon), 

In the U~ited States, Caoooolllld the United Kirogdom, where vcling isn't 
CO'l1plJj~ory, il ha~ n"en ~nown tMt """t>'CI with [l<"llilio:al f"'rtie~ ~nrl "andkJ~te.o; i~ 
~n important element 01 'get.oot.tI)f!_vo(.,' strategi ..... FoIlowirlg t1, .. 200t Bfitish 
gerlttrioll ~18Ction, tha UK Electoral Commission ioonti1fed a lack 01 ca~vassing by 
poI~ioians as n likely roasOI'1 for disso.tislo.ctioo (0.00 low turnouI) among filst-time 
voters. 

Being heard 

While 1OU~~ people may be turrled oH poIitic~ a~ it currently operat~, many 
Mudi,,~ ~nrl ~"rveys have 10000 that YJoog people are ""'Y interested in poOItcal 
issues impulanltu lhem. Trn. cl1allenge for govllrnlTll'nts i~ to engagij with YJung 
pooplll, and the first thing that youn~ people say is tho.! Ihey want to be Mo.rt!. 

~ Haw;l yoo Used any of IhG government opportunities 10 VOlell your opinions 
I!I ll00ut issuos? How otrCC'/IVC wc~ il? 

., 



New jdeas 

l~ Weilmm Australia, the CiviCll (lfId C~iz(lnship Un~ in the Depanmgntof Pnilmi6r 
and Cabinet aims 10 enhance democracy ill that ~!~te throuOh civicseduoation 
and the proI'TI<lIOoo 01 AA acti~e citi~emy_ The goal is a commooity where all 
Wastern Austrol!iarl!i; arw vatulKl as ClUlOr1S, Where ttmy plllY a li~rJifio:;ilnt fUll> in 
setting po~oy priorities and where tMeyhelp shape the nature 01 their society (&00: 
WIJffl.c~i2ensctloe. we _ gov -'uti). 

Dr Ariadni Vrcmen suggllsts that, 'Young poopla haVG a bfOlld r<lng~ 01 
economic. social, und pol~:ca1 experience3' al"ld that we need 10 'create 1ncI~lve 
larms of 1P\IMla.~ce that rf':CO()n~e Md blJild upon ditlemnl wlrjs of making 
co~unilies_ Those in pow...- neW to lisloolo young..,..,pIe r:1Ore, and young 
~te'~ divllrliw ~ie\VS and eXp;lnances nood to tlw ilnlCIJlatlOd in the mooia' (S'i!e 

Women), 

~ 1\6;:Su' , \ 

N,,,,, ldI1as 

In 2003, the Commi""ion for ChJklreo and YoU<1g People Wa5 illviled!o participate 
n a co'rmitee lor lhe deveioprlwnt 01 a sports and recNation ladity for young 
fJ"'JIJIe on Pillm Island in Nonh Quoenstand. TtIII CommiS51on und",tinBd U", 
imponanoo 01 the comm"ltea aSking yt)lI19 peopte what they wanted. The iSEU~ 
tor the Gorrrnission was no! so much '7Iow(/() we inl'Owe children in the building 
01 this filci/ity"hut rather "frow do we gel/he fadlity Ih<'t child....,n wan!?"_ 

In 2003, in Pilrramatta in Sydney, a Youth Jury preslIIltlid young pscpJe with 
i>!"acticat opportunkles to leam ami discuss 1110 divorse interests andCOrlCQlnS 01 il 
wido variety 01 ~oung people across the Parramaltll region, Partr:: jpants ioarned 
about teamwork, flflgotilltion skills and th~ pow,,, .• ot g<lvernment This ~nabted 
l'1em to lorm realistic I"OCOllJ:lwndations to support the needs of the ro.ec~1ve 
you!h Dt Panamatta. 

nw aim 01 th .. Yuuth JIK)' was to a_s;,;t witil brhJginy (,,~ial ;nloi¥ranc", and 
cultural div9fSily among yooog people of Parramatta. 

Thg r~commrmdaUons ot the YOI.Ilh Jury ware aimed a1 k<i/V gOVllmm"m .. ~d 
commlil1ity organisations 01 Parramattll.. 

'"'f' I " ~ '" -,,,,,,["'"(_'~iC/_~'l"'';<' '--~'---""''--''--1f~' IC'"'"/~;"i'CIC--"" __ --Il"1C'C,"i,,~;~) 



Taking action 
Young: people want 10 be actively involved in democracy. VatinQ at election$ is only 
OM way 01 being involved in a democratic society 

t;j) Which ofttu. WoWIng <tdMfil!ll Mir" ycucarrfo!!d iXd, or",tOI1ld you ~ke to amry 
Hi wt? " 

ActiVIW ,,~"" 00""' Would lik.1o> 
(' or x) do (I onC} 

V 01 Ufl1t:er'orl\l ~ 0 
initiating or panlclpaUng In • local youth prO/QCI Cl 
lnit~~ng "r ~i(p'li"9 a P<'tition I; G/ 
"tTO<ld<ng a '(lIly or proto~t CJ COl" 

Taking ~ in a sl,;~~ C g", 
Being I! member of a poli6cal party 0 :B/ 

/ 
Bglog a mom!)Qr 01 a IraOO wlloo 0 13 

" R~ing ~ "","lhoof of ~ ,il.dpnl ""ion n r~ 

~CifIQ (\ m<:mb.jf 01 U no"-QO""mmenl 

o"J~ni"'lioo ....t1ich hbou.,; (JO'I"m<ll8f1t (~.~ n", 
WiIOo>m ... Soc .. ty, MI"""t\' 1rl1oma~""II, 

0 (2) 

Gre-enpe.c.) / ..... , 
Contact",.,. a >">~tid.., or 1<>00.1 9O~rn""" 0/ rr 
OOUI'1C!lor 

P~rt~lj"!J in ~ VOt,th P~ni~mf>f1t n q 
BCIIlQ iOwNed in" youth l,;ooocil 0 c;y" 
8Qing i""""'<Od in..., o'9",,;.atioo whictl.w~. \0 0 ~' 
"prc'>Cne the vicw~ 01 YOUO\l pcoP!c (c.~. YoUl1\l 
Au"!,alian Rural Network) 

YOLJng peoplij say th"t to b9 iffigagOO in democracy they need \lJir'9~ .uch os: 

infnrmntion; 

nrPOrt"nit ie_~ In lICIiv~ly ",ngan",;n ~mocrl\Cy; 

an idila about what can 00 achi ~vlld realisllcaKy; 

spaces Ifl wIllch to meet and discuss; Ilnd 

acc~5S to 1hoi1 i 11 ... n"""l, pllotOCOPi<i'r., .. \c. 

~t ll55istllnce or enroul'i'I!J"lnf"l1t dtJ you f),·"rl}mm gov<'!mmllnt 10 IBke 
ildlofl about/hi! isuws you lw-I pil.SSiOOillil abo,A? 

Nsw IOMS 

8rj,bam. Crly Cooocil has developed 'Visibie Ink', " web:<; ;Ie which all,>'1,'; )iOlJt1g 
~"',>I" ~u t,~v",. s"Y 'Cl Ih" Cuundrs pr"9''''''~. TI,,, w~b.tl .. ~ "' Iains irl formilt .,n 
about how youoq pflOp:e can have tMelr say, eveNS lor YOlll1Q poopl". linh tu 



resoul'CA!s and a forum through which youn~ ~Ie can ll:O:pr",!O~ Ill",,, apinoo~, 
The Coolld h;l,l; alSl.! provido>d young poople wf1h areas around Brisbar\e II'twe 
tooy can oome togethor to moot and organise 8ctjvitie:l Md projecl:l of interest 10 
them. These arllM 8rl! accI!Mible to young peopl~ and well rl!SolJl'Cl!d (see 
www,visible-inkorqfJ. 

The Victorian Government produced a handbook. for young [le(lptl! on how IhIlY 
can crewl! change in Iheir community. The handooal< JYovides suggestions on 
Coow yOlKl9 peepl .. can 9"1 ad;vll on a projl;lct th6Y twlpassiOl1a19 about, and how 
'.h\lY can imp16monl that praJoot (see ........ ,y<wlh.<,;<U.:r.o.A!JIpdWT)'J'SbookS.OOf). 

Tile foundation far Young Australians is a non·proIitorganisation dedicated to 
dev~loping innovative in~iatives that !OlIpporl and empower young people aye<! 12 
IQ 25, n,e Foundatiorl proYid9s soe<H~dlng for Ideas, proactlvely seeks co· 
funding 10 suppott inrtiml\ICs and helps the recipients structure themselves to 
ensure Iong-tenn sustainatl~ily. Each yt!ar, the Foundation mllll<l(Jes ~ portfn~o of 
gmnt3lataHn!l ~bolll $6 mib:ln. Atleasl 25% of 101011 griJlt funding is dedicated to 
flibMves spedicany d<lsigrwd to W!liIt/t young Indigenous Australlill1ii (sw 
www.young"uii!ra~ .. ns.Qrc). 

Nawideas 

The Youth Elootoral Study (yES) tound that par"nt.. ~r" r~ORroon hy \I<IunO 
people a3 the most impor1ll.nt MurCl! of inj<>rm~ticn IIbo,Jt IIOlinO. T ""'vi~io.~ <lrv\ 
Mwspapers '" .. th~ next most imponant. howt!vf!f youn~ fWOPI .. vi ...... these latter 
.rource5 with son)6 scepticism. j 

\:+ -.---:L:J:.,'ch Vf.f:.e: __ -,,- ',.r 1--~":" 'j '1:;r( ________ _ 
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~ Whllt ro/~ ~r1IlOr1i7ri~mI11<'Inf IQvndatfCJf1!; or OOmrflfJnily organis;;lions play 
v._ n g~ing young piopJuadive..nd involved with d"fOOCfiil.ay? 

New ideas 

Th" I"., pi'~ rouoo...lion ( . .. ~ _w,;"~,,,,~.o,,+~u) i~ d ,,~!iUl'dl """'fJluIOl 
rOundiOiiun which aims to Cllla1e opportll'1IUes fOI yO ll'1~ Australians. principally 
aged between 16 and 25, to help themsel~es and others .. I he ~o'Jndailoo . 
acknol'lielX1e3 that yooll\) PM;:>!/! want to m~ kll a rMjj;y,., <!itf~r .. ,."",, i1 Ihpi' nwn 



liv~s and in the~ corrmuni:ie~_ Young peopla are acli~1y involved in the 
develop<nent and delivery 0( .. lithe Fournlalion's ;"~iiltives. One initiative, 
'ActNow', iI! a w~b·basiX,'l seMce Ihat wl l provide young poopllJ 'N~h inlormati\lll 
and suppon on how Iheycan become invOlved in issues or causos in IhOir 
C(mrTHJlily that ttley are passionate abcuL 

Vib~Wlrs Yolltt1 S~rvices Is a vokmlcar -basad, non·prom youth medfi. iIld tr<lining 
mgunisatioll which prol'ides )IOUng people aged between 16 an<l30 with an online 
forum HV(lugh which they ca" access information on ~ "'tl'l{lf! of tQpi<:~ , participate 
in di5l;~s~ns with 0"\1( )'Oung peoplg ,,"d OOcurnil involved ill the exchMge of 
information with otoor young people (S!l(l ffWW.vt_bQ.~_.~. Rwc",,,t ~li"live" 
inflludo 'cloctionTracke( (see l'i'WW,elec1iontrDcker.ncVc;i) which sont yOun(j 
pMple DUt on the campaign trail a~ reportp.rs in fhe 2004 Federal eleotion. These 
report~ were u1i1i_~&I by~ix radiD stations. sas and ABC new~. 

ThiI US Ad Cound fs a. non·prom orgarnsatlon which produces, di~t'ibules alld 
promotes public SCNOO oo.mpaigns on a rango 01 i&SUCll. A rocan: oampaign, 
'Fight Manneqliini~m'. locussed OIl improvinQ youIt1 civtc enlla.ge~en! and voter 
partid p<'ltioo It involved televi~ion and radio ads aimed..t 9P.ti;"g )'Oun~ people 
in\iOlved in is3ues tl\O!y care "bout, voiunl".uing ... ,d votill9 (see 
........w.iiQh!m .. nn~uinism.orq). 

'Rook the Vote' IS a non-pralt orgsniastion whiCh aims to engage YOllnC poop:" in 
th~ political prOGes~ in the IJn~ed Stale~ ~nd draw atiel1lion to is3U~ ot concern 
to young people. It coordinates voter reg;stratiaJ dr;l!eS an-::! edu~al io!1 ~~ort~ 10 
"".ure I"'UIl~ peopia Iilxerci~ their right to wt .... Youth o;uKure;,; hifn..ssed in the 
promotion 011\$ camoaigns, many of which leatl.re higr prollle ""1"br~iQii in<:luding 
musicians, actors, athletes and comedian3. In the ~'U04 eieollon~, 1.2 milHon 
P"opie t<>nk ~rlvantl\oe oI1he organiM.lion's nl'llin~ vct~r rP.(lilllrnlion fao~ity, and a. 
lurtlwr 200,000 regi. l<Iroo u ",-pari of Uw Ruck U", Voti Bus Tour acroSS lI1e 
(:oUlltry (s ~" WWI'/.rock\hQvotQ,com). 

I 
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C:;HLd ~l~~ fOY I"AOlRl"'f) " .'>o<b" .... l"s.w.,. 

There Is no ~ct form IQ( a submission to the committee, Sutlmis~ions may be made using 
th~ ilquiry respon~e lorm or in Ihe form of a Ietler, a subslar.lial p~rer or a short 
docum~ and tile)' may include appoo<.Jk;el>. Submis~",,\!; may cootain facts, opin ions, 
arliU"11'lnts and rooommendations for aotion, The mo~t useful submisslonG ara to t1u;l 
poiot. 

The committee Vlould prefer written SlJb.rniS3ions, llut \\'11 also accept submissions on 
audiQ lap". For wrilten slilmissoos,_ typed or prinled t~":rl ~ pralerahle, lhaugh I<!gibl<'l 
hand·wr~lill1 ~u!Jm issions ~re aCI.:el't;tb1 ... N\KT1buroo P"~S and, f"" submissions in 
I;IJ«:~IOS 01 20 pagas, a brtlll summary and a table of contents Is also helpluL 

All swmi~sions mU$1 indud6!h8 nalm;! and contact (Iatails 01 Ih6 PII~on ma~lIg 11". 
submisslon. ThOse makifl<;l a wbmis$kln 0!1 bohaJI of (lII organisation should indlcatll al 
'Mlallevei the submission has beefllluthoris!!d (eg sub-«lTlmiltee, presidant, ChaPr, etc.). 

Public off:cers may make submi!3SionS as pc-ivat~ individuals. Howaver, ~ refcrence Is 
rr.1I.de in a subm~ion 10 their ntfic:i<l1 po.~~ion, ~ sMuId a/.<;o be ma~ clear t'1llt th ~ 
~t1:Inis~ ion is made in a privat8 capaclty_ SLbmissiOIlS lrom government depart""'nt~ 
shod d b<.i aulhori~oo in accordancliI w~h fIQI'Tl1al departmental prOCll'duIIil, 

Content and lltIevanoe 
A. submlSslon may (xwer soma Of all 01 the illsucs raisod in !ha respOOsaforrn. It woiilcl bIl 
help!ul rt 3UbmlOSions clearly stated which LsSI1~S IIr~ t>~in" IIddrellsed. 

The commit:ee's usual procedure IS to pi..blicly release and table submillsklns ~ \h(l 
L"Ui'llIliv~ AM ... m!:>ly. Not al SUbml!;SiOrlS wjJj necessarily be published ~ndlortabl<'ld_ The 
corn,"ittee r~ssrves Ihv rigllt \0 nul publish or tabll;l conlidenlial ~ub.-nis~ns, Of 
submif>Sions l..nlch arG Irrelavant, contain scurrilous 01' dalamaTory malarial, or ala 
OlhClWisc not 5lJitotlle for publishiml, The committee w~1 inform)'Ou il il dC<lidcs not to 
accepT, or not to ~u!horis~ the publiclllion ni, YOLJr ~uhmi .• ~!on_ 

Conlidffitiality 

The ccmmrtte .. attempts 10 conduct its inq<.Jir~ 0,11,.. most op!;on way possible. HOWAver, 
if you ooli"v~ that your oubmisslcn (or part of ft) should not 00 made poo l<:, cll!ally write 
'ccnfldenllal' on each page and, in 11 briel covoringloncr. !lxplain why yo~'r submission 
should 00 treated conf,dentilllly, 'r h<'l commttee wil the" consider )'Qur raquc&! for 
crmfijenli"~ty 

Unauthorised Release 

Onc~ the conlllliltee ''JC'';ves,. submission, it t>ocomes corrunille" prop",1y and shoold 
not boo published WithouT the oomminee's authorisation. Put>(lcatlon 0/ a iiLlbmissioll 
w~i'1cut the comm itte,}'s authorislltlon means that that publication i$ not pro\OCICd by 
pll.rii~mpnt~'Y privi l,o,ge 1\nrl may amo'101t to 11 contempt of ParliamAnI 

All submission5 5hould be SI!fI 

Th", Research DifGctor 

L"llal, Cuns1iluliOllai ",nd Admiflislratil'G R"viow Committg", 

Par~cl",1ffiI Huu,e, Georgll Street 

BRI SBAN E OLD 4000 
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Submlnlon; close on Wednesday, ao November 2005 

Extan8k:lns to tho olosing dnte maybe given, It)lOu need more tine to makea 
3ubmi~3ion. or I you "''luire furth~r inrormlltio.1, coo tacttM commi~'~ secret"..;"t nn~ 

TelephO~e: (07) 3400 73{)7 
Fax: (On 3400 7070 
Emii~; !-.: ... rcO P!!diacn(!nt.ql_d_,gQ'J:,~ 

Cope! of th~ p~p"r ar.rl i'lIl mhe. pub! ;:;atoo! by the Legal and Constitutional Commill~e 
are avili[able 00 tha Illt~r""t .i~ th .. c:umm~!ee'" h<.xrw pa~ .. at: 
WYfw,pilr~~m""t.q1d.QQ'W.licQrT'mltr~sI)ggs,lrgv.h.1f!l 

................... := .................................. ' 
A<JrJr",s: 

Coniacl (\!,!,!. ~on~ numbar): .... 

Ema1: ...... , 




