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RESPONSE FORM

Thiz form can be used ty send your viows 16 Tha commities. Ploass eend it to:

The Resaanch Direclor
Lagal, Conetiutionst and Adminiseolve Rovigw Comm s
Padlarment Hourse

Gooige Birect
Brishana Cid 4000

o fax 4 10! 07 406 FO70
Oremail itte:  jcarg@oariamesiglid covay

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNMNG PEOPLE
ENGAGING I DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND




Yoy VoLCe

The aim of thig inguiry is to make practical recarmmendations ta
incrensc the interest and participation of young people in democracy in
Gusensland,

The committes wants Lo hear from young paeple, in particular, zbout:

what ia needad in Queansland:

...?;

i

what will work;

5
L4

= what won't; and

5

whnat you want to do or cxperiones.

We would algo like to hoar from all people in Queensiand who have an
intarest in young pecple, or in young people engaging ih demacracy.

To heip you fo think about, discuss and respond fo matters relevant to
the inquiry, we have set oul below some;

‘P issues; and

#  pxamples of slrategies suggested or tried elsewhara,
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votlng S ystem uni Blectorpl Coramission resnslans

Education/ifarmation

It is ha job of the Elecloral Commission Queenstand (ECQ) o ensure that people
enrul and vote st elections. To do this, the ECO uses cducation and awarsness
programs o . posteards, posters and acheoi viaita).

Wikat ‘eauld the  ECG do beffer o.r d:ﬁeren#.:-f tor ge! lts mesﬁagc a0r0ss B0
J’Oﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂoﬁfe’ e s

Newideas

»In 2002, Elections Canada partnered with Gabla in the Classroom o dovelop a
nenw woter education program for sludents, including a contesi challenging peopla
aged 16 ta 18 to create 30-second public service announcements on video talling
their peers why lhe democratie process and voling are important.

¢ The Unied Kingdom Elccioral Sommission’s 'Do Politics’ aims Ko get young
pecple involved in demacracy. It may be accessed at- wwwe.dopolilics.co.uk. "'Bo
Palilics' conducts workshops and events, and provides resources and training
across the UK for young pecple.

* I Australla, the Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that seme incontives would
atraet a tirst vole. Young people said a tax braak or tha use of promctional rack
concerts would be the most effective Incentives, but there was alse some suppart
tor the rodion thal incentives should notl be needed as voting is a raspunsmﬂuy
that comae with citizanship,

Voter registration
n Australia, sach person must camplete an chrolment farm 1o registar 1o vote,

How:.coutd the ECQ make R easfar ror young peap.-‘e to- enrol and bocoma
8 rogisterad to vote?

Now ideas

b I seme countries, ragisuration ls done by the govemment so that peopls are
sutomatically registered when they reach voting age. &n international report by
the Institute for Democracy and Flectoral Assistance, Youth Vnter Paricipation,
supgests automgtic registration by the gyovernmont rather than il baing a duly of
gach verson to enrol.

+ Other countries enable peaple to register 2t a palling station on ejection day, or
on-fine.

v in Canada, Electlons Canada idemitics peopie who have turned 18 through
infermation provided by, tor example, 1he tax office and maotor vehicls regisiers.
- The Chief Electorat Officer writes fo thase peapin to ask them to confirm that they
are adligible to vote and cormsent e being included in the nalional regisie:.
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ing stations

Irs Quisenaland, poling stations are usually located in schools ar halls and are open
hetwesn Bam and Spro.

a

Haw cotid tha FOQ make # sasier for young people fo'cast thelr vate?

MNow ideas

»

In receni Canadion alections, Elections Canada introdused more polls in [ocations
fo which young paople have easy access, such as near student resigences and

university neighbourhonds.
In Canada, golling stations are opan for 12 hours,

Clolegations from the Australian Elecieral Commisawon and the Vistarian Elcctaral
{ommission ohsrrved electranic vobing processes at alections in the USA, UK
and Ireland befween 2000 and 2002, The deleyations considered the different
oplions that arg avadable, their advantagee and disacvantages and how each
option would soit Australia’s voting systems. The delegations recommended e-
voting ba made available ta certain clasaes of volers including volera m Antaretics,
vetars in remote Jocations, votars with a disabilily and oversaas vates (ses

whw aec.gov.aw/ conlentfwhativolingfelectronic recorindex. hiin and

www.26c goy.au/, cententwhativaling/c-vollng_report. pdf}.

Arecent report of the Victorian Seeutiny of Acts and Fegulsticna Committee,
Virtorfan Eleclronic Democcacy, consitered electronic vating, It recnmmeancerd
thal Wictorian elections should net be conducied remotely via information and
cgmmunications tachnologies in the near 1utuee, but Identifizd the following key

aovaniages of rcmots voting systoms:
- \easy dccess for travaellers and dizsabled paoplse,

-~ providing an intarface for other technologies such as screen reades, Braille
complters, magnifiers or alternative data entry Systems;

- aliowing for the easy and cheap digtrigutlon of ballot papers in ddferent
languages, :

Instantaneous processing: and

alowing volars to zocens 4 wike rangs of other Information while considering
and casting their vote.
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Advance voling

Currenity in Gueansland, f you can’t vole at your nearest polling booth on the day
of a sta2 election, special arrangements can ba rmade for you to cast your vole,
such as by advance voting in person or postal vating., These options are available
in only some citcumstancas - for exampie, i you: wil be intersiate on polling day;
have a gisability; or can’t vols on that day because ot religious beliefs. For further
information, see www.ecq gl .gov.an. .

EFG ;'w mfnk'lmnra yafmg peq,me
ccuﬁ'drons todoso?.

m::'ufd m rf!haymu:'d e 'n) sa-at any tirme #t

Mew idoas

t In the UK, pastal voling is available o any eligible vater oo reques!. A persun may
apply {or poslal voting fer a particular efection, for 2 certaln parod of ma or for all
fuure alactione,

¥ To tacilitate voling, the state govemment could declare the day af a state election
a puhlic: holiday or schedule an election for a day other than a Salurday.

* Infuturs, if electronic voting wers 10 be intreduced, for example, it noed not be
N¢essarny to have an ‘eletlion day’, with all votes cast on the 3ame day. Voting
caUid take place, for example, over an ‘slection waak'

% « .,}/:éf"‘ =t l'f":-}ﬁlrf‘t' {-"\I,'.')* et
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Clase of ralls
Currenily, after a state election is called, pacple bave betaeen 5 and 7 days to
registar to vote,

a Do yexr think youngg people could be: drsaﬁvaxlrag&d 'Eﬁhem was: na appcmumfy
i emnfaﬂar‘an election fs caflod? © - g

Mewy iduas
*  Prior to the 2004 federal elrctinn, the Special Minister of Slate, Sric Abedz
propased that:

v tha electoral roll be closed to now votors on the day 1he election writs would  be
issued {usually the day the elsction is announced), and

* peopl: wishing to change thei enrclmenl detalls be given three days todo so.

Thig propnsal did not procead as it was not supporled by the nan-government
parties.
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Fixed elaction day
in Queansland, thera [z no Tixed election day for state clactions.

A fixed alection day could allow Improved civies eduoation courses, mock-sleclipns
and other slrategiss encolraging young paople's engagemant with ¢loctions (o be
planred in advance {see Miner). For exarmple, a fixed slection day would allow
civics wducalors to plan and conduct their courses in paraliel with an election
campaign.

E) Do vour think improved eivies equgstion is 8 w:ormwﬁﬂs reason for gevernement
1% 1o consider & change to fixed term &lectioha? PRaE

New ideas
»  In Quecnsland, clections for 2 iocal government authositles ara generally held
every faur years on the last Saturday in March.
i

7.
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Mew voting system

In Qusensland, a syslem of optional preferential voting is used. Atact sheat about.
‘OPV 3 availabla from: w86, qld. gov.au.

R0 you think young people. would be mare ikely o vole if the voing system
Wae. chaqged o dhat candrdama running on eartairissues of particular interest
sa - yourg: peopfe wera mare I:ke.*y m gef e.!ectecf md ham A mfae in
paiament? . " : 3 .

Mew deas

v Appendix D ¢onteins a revized veraion of a paper prepared For on inquiry, Hande
on Pardiament, by the Legal and Censtilutional Committee of the provisus
Parliament. It provides information about our voting system and ways it might be
changad to provide more diversity in candidales who might be electad,

v Agin Qucensland, the voting systom in the UK makes it very dithcul for
candidates {rom minor parties ta get elected. |0 May 2005, seme §00.000 5D_h+:m|
studeris in the UK voled in a mock alection 16 eoincide with the genaral eleclions.
The sluderls voled for the aclual candidaies. The results showed that the
Eludents were altracted to partles which ran candidates on cerlain jssues, lor
example, students who 1elt passionate about the cnvironment voted fer he Green
Parly. Despite failing to have a single candidate returned n the gencral elcotions,
the Green Pary secured 45 out of & possible 34§ seats in the mock election.

' Proporional roprescntation voling, which ia used for Senate alections in Australia,
provides greater oppariunity for minor parties to win seats.
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Valing age

In Australia, you must be 18 years old to vote. The minimum voting age In other
countries ranges from. 1510 21

The minimum ages sat by the law tor other activities are histed in appandix B.

ﬁ Should the voting ag be lowerad £ 17 or.16 yeers?. W?Jynfiiﬁymﬂ n‘nie
vating age i Jowered, should voling at the-lowered age ba compulsay?

[daas

v I Apnl 2004, foliowing a project on the age of atectaral majority, the United
Kingdam Electoral Commission racommended that the minimum age for all levels
of vating in public etections in the UK remain at 18 years for the thme being. The
UK Electoral Commission advisad, however, that it expected to undertake a
turthar formal review of the minimum voling ege within a further {ve to zeven
years, It sncouraged the govemment ta consider initiating a widsr revisw of the
age of majarity.

»  In 2000, a report on changing social and legal framoworks for young Ausraiians
Iound that, despite some interest in getling more involved in their cammunity and
i government decision-making pracesses, yaung people were quite reluctart to
claim the right and respansibility of having the vote younger than al age 18, The
majority (7436) of young people involved in the research sald thal they were not
ready ur interested in getting Involved in formal political processes such as voting
bafore thay ware 18. Their patonts agreed. with a majority (61%) supgesting thal
young poople are not mature enough and not interestad n voling befars they are
18, and that young peopla undar 18 rrave other pressures to cunfront and contend
with (see Carson, Fitzgerald and Rocha),

v Compuisory voting was introduced in Queensland in 1814 and hy the
Gommonweslth in 1824. Research by Milner (published in Civic Literacy: How
nlormed Citizens Make Democracy Work, University Press of New England,
Hanowver, 2002) indicates that the affect of Introducing compulsary voling in
Australia wae 1o bring about 4 23% ovorall ingrease in voting,
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Education in schools

In Queensland schoots, there is no subject callsd ‘civics edugation’ or ‘citizenshin
education’. Primary and secondary students learn about democracy, nchiding
paniiament, government and elections, in a number of different subjerts. Students
élao experiance democracy at school, for exampls through elections lor scheol
cauncil members andfor school leaders,

Education abaut demacracy
Addifional educational oppurtunilies relevant to democracy include.
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+ visits 10 the Queensland Parliament, or to A regional sitting of tha Qusenaland
Parliameant, and educational activities provided Ly Pariamantary Education
Servives; and

v elzctaral educstion activities conducted by the Australian Flscteral Commisaion,
such as school visits,

for stiudants
Z? What wored  well. and what gid you - enjr:ry when you . foamt: mm or
. exp&nenceddemmry iR yout schail? - .
Whal. more “coutd. schoofs: doi jo BCO4FAgE | you toyafire demaaacy and
PIepEre you so ﬂ‘rat you am weﬂ' m.fonnad ana' mnﬁdam abﬂuf an_qagmg in
democracy® - g 5

Forteachers
Ha-w doe.syqursmaa:ammduhs Adfijeafion’and piErics demmmcy?
Héw Bould strlents ba betfarprepatey (o' énghgs i demoracy?

MNew ideasg

v Inpravious inquiries, the Legel and Constitulicnal Committes ard the Legal and
Caonstitutionaf Commitess of the 48th and 500 Parliaments nave made
recommendations aboul civics education in Cueensland, Similar
recommendations have bean made by many other Auglralian bodias in recent
yvazre. A llst of gome of theso recommendations is st Qut in appendl® C.

¢ The Constitutional Cantre of Westam Ausiralia was established to encourags
people of all ages to feern abowt the Western Auslralian political system and how
Io actively participats In it It offers displays on the Constiution ang aspecis of
ciizenship and paditical history. The Electoral Edugation Cenire is localed within
the same camplex, and provides interactive progeams aflowng peopls to casl a
vate, discover the origing of democracy and understand how the vobng system
works (sew www.ccontre, wa.gov.auindex,fitm). Programs, presanted in ways
which engage young people, are also conduered for schoal studonts visiting the
Centre. Toacheor renourer Kits complament each program. Hesource boxes on
vanous topics are available fo schools in remote areas. in addition, the -
Constitutioral Centre has developed an ‘Out Reach Program’ which involves a
nesworh of local people in rural and remote dreas of Weslem Australia providing
programs to gtudonts in thosg greas. Some programs are specific to Indigenous
gommunitics.

» A Civics and Ditirenship Educatinn website (which incarporates a previous
‘Discoverning Dermocracy’ website] is www. civigsandeitizenship eduau.

v 'Klds Yoting USA' is a national non-preflt, non-partisan arganlsation that teaches
students about ciizenship, civie reapansibiliy, democracy and political
paticipabon. Together with classroom activities, studenis are provided with an
oporiunity lo casl g Kids Yoting' baflet on glection day, and thay vote on the
same candidates and issues as adults. In 2004, 1.5 milifon students turned out o
volo for prosidential, locel and atate candidates. Arsas with & Kids Voting USA
program have showed A voting rate for registered 1A year olos which 2 14%
higher than for non-parlicipating areds, See waww kidsvotingusa. argl.

v Agpart of the Kids Voting USA scrvige, 'DoubleClick Democrasy’ (see
i inguaa oro/DnubleHickintre aap) was developed 1o dilow students to

paticipsie in an authentic voting experience using a web-hased vating systarm.
The anlinie ballels replivate the candidales and issuss adults volg o, a9d provide



Kegparse f_ o

students with practice ballois which have links to candidale hiographies and other
resources. Abaut 35,000 students participated during the 2004 presidential
glactions.,

* Teens N2 Politics' is a US-based website which affers young people 2n
opportunity to participate in discussion forums o topics such as the economy,
forcign policy, generat political issues, ahimals and tho environment, Provision Is
also mads tor young people to cantribute to discussions under the banner of ‘et
wirg chat' and right wing comer. See www teensn2politics comforums/.
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The Politicnt Systen g Tolitielans

Political parties

The 2004 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggesied that yeung
peple feel shul oul of mainstream parly poliics,
Thea farmer Queensland State Youth Advisory Council told the cammittes that the

issues addressed by political parties, particularly 21 election lime, are dominaled by
1hass refevant o oldar peonl& andl our agemg pu;}u!atmn

» D Arizdne Vioman, a fecturar at tha University of Sydnaey, researches young
paaple ang palitics. Sho writgs that, The one arca of participation that remains
law tor voung people, and indeed Far mosi Australians, is membership of political
parties. Hather than fabelling party membership decline as apathy, we ought ta
see how unappealing polidical pariies have becoma. And it is up to parties tu
invaive 2 now gencration.  This might not be by way of formal membership;
instead, parties mighl consult young peapla on igsures refevant to their livas’ [se2
Vromen).

v n the US, a nationwidae study of youth ottitudes found that young poople wors
achive in fheir communitias but not concarned ahout polikics. As an outcome of
that study, = strategy adopted ta re-connect youth 1o democracy is that, during
plaction campaigns, the media offer youth-moderatgd candidaie debales (see
Mationai Assooiation of Soorotarics of Stote),
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Politlclans

Man'_.-' research studics in Australia and intemationsily revesl that young peaple arg

oynicel about the behaviour of politicians.

f Mow can poliicians themselives rmestore the laih of young people in
R democracy? g Wi P,

Mew ideas

% Dr Ariadne Yromon aays that pofiticians only consider young people when thay
prasent & problam; that young penpia tand ta be talked aboul rather than talked
with; an that young peopla's perspectives are rarefy included in public debate,
O Wromen suggests that whal is needed s direct evidence of young peopis's
E.I[.J'E'IiEﬂCES and argqumants basad an such svidance [SB‘E Vromani,

* Intne United States, Ganada and the United Kingdom, where voting ian'
complizory, i has baen shown that contact with palitical parties and candidatas ia
an important element of ‘get-oul-the-vote® strategies, Fullowing tha 2001 British
genwrzl elaction, the UK Electoral Commisgion idertified a 1ack ol canvaseing by
politicians as a likely roason for dissatisfaction (and low turnaut) among first -time
yolers.
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Young Pesple and the Comraanity

Being heard

While voung people may be turned ol potitics aa i currenbly cperates, many
studies And surveys have lound that young peaple are very interested in pohlical
issues imporlanl tv them. The chalienge for governments is 10 engage with ygung
peopla, and the first thing that young peonlo say is that thoy want 1o be heard.

? Have yvou bsed any of tha govomment cpportunifes 10 voice your opinfons
¥ aboutissucs? How effcciive was it?
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New idenas

+ In Wostem Australia, the Civics and Gitizenship Unil in the Depanment of Premier
and Cabinat aims 10 enhancs democracy in that atate through civics sdugation
and the promotion of an active citizenry. The goal Is a community where all
Western Australians are vaiued ag chizens, whera they play a significant rule in
seliing policy priorities and where they helpg shape tha nature of their society (see;

WL CTTT2 AN SCAR. W OV AL,

v Dr Ariadne Vromen suqgests that, “Young peceple hava a broad range of
peonomic, sacial, and poiitical experiences' and that we neoed o ‘ereate inclusive
farms of governanse that recognise and build upon diferent ways of making
cammunities. Those in power need to lislen fo young people more, and young
people's diverse views and exparencas nead to be ariculatsd in the madia’ {see
Ummen]

Az

Mew ideas

v In 2003, the Commissian for Children and Young People was invilec to participats
n a committes lor the developrnent of a sports and recreation facility for yaurg
peple on Palm |sland in Morth Guesnsiand. The Commission underlined the
imporance of the commitice agking young people what they wanted Tha issue
far the Commission was nat so much Thow do we invoive chiidren in the building
of this Faciity” but rather “how oo we get the facility fhe chifdren wan!?”.

m&ﬂnds P wnﬂmj-"

» In 2003, in Paramatia in Sydnay, 2 Youth Jury presented young pacple with
practical opportunities to learn and discuss the diverse interasts and concarns o &
witle variety of young people acrosa the Parramatta regron. Fadisipants learngd
about teamwork, negotiation skills and the powers of governmerd. This enabled
fhern to fam reatistic recomimendations to support the needs of the collective
youth of Parramatia.

The aim of the Youth Jury was fo assisl with bridging. racial inloierance and
cuftural diversity among young peopie of Paramatta.

Tha racommendations of the Youth Jury ware aimed a1 key governmen! and
cammunity erganisations ol Parramatia.
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Taking action
Young paople want to be actively involved in democracy. Waling at elections is only
ans way of being invoived in a democratic seciety.
Which of the folfowing acthitias Bave you camled out, o wotid yots ke o earry
: Have dere Waould like by
Activity [ or X da {Jor k)

Infiiating or particinating [0 & tocal youth projact

Yolunlearing .’%’;
"
—

EQ i

Initiating of signing a petition
Aftonding a rally or protost

] @

Taking part in a sirike

LY

Being & member of a political party

.

&

Balng a mambar of 8 trads unton

JeoiB.

5

Raing a member of a stident inion

Eaing o member ol g non-govemmeni
arganisation which lobhies govamment (g The
Wildemass Socialy, Amnosty Intamatonal,
Greenpeacal

Contacling a palitictan or local gowemment
codngiller

Faricinating in & Youth Padiament

Bing inwolved ina Youth Coungtl

ca.J @\ 0
RE By B,

Being involved in an organisation which s2gks i
rzpresont the views of voung pooplc (c.9. Young
Australizn Furat Network)

Young pecplo say that to be engaged in democracy they need things such as.
b infermation;

v appottunities o aclively engage in democracy,

r»  anidea about what can ba achieved rezlisticaliy:

v spates nwhich o meet and discuas; and

v acress {othe inlernet, photocopiers, elc.

i:? What assistance or encouragament dn you nead from govemment io take
£8 action about the fesves you feed passionate abou?

Maw [osas

v Hrisbane Cily Councll has developed “isible Ink’, a wehaite which alloees yaung
peosle o have & say in the Council's programs, The website conlains infarmation
about how youny people can have thalr say, avents for young peapls, links

i
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resaurces and a forum through which young people can express their cpinions,
The Council has also provided young peaple with areas around Bristane whera
they can come togather to meot and organise activilies and projects of intereat 1o
them. These erens are accessible 1o young people and well resaumed (see
www visible-ink org .

»  The Victorian Government produced a handbaok for yoting peaple an how thay
GEN freale change in ther community. The handbook provides suggestions on
how young people can gat @ctive on 4 project they feel. passionata about, and how
they can implament that project ($ee vavw.voulh,vie.qov. BundaTYPEhookd. pdf).

*  The Foundation for Young Australians is a non-profit organisation dedicated ta
developing innovative nitiatives that supporl and empower young people aged 12
b 25. The Foundation provides eoad-funding for {deas, proactively saeks go-
funding 1o support inftiatives and helps the recipients structurs themseives to
ensure long-tarm sustainabiliy. Each year, the Foundation manages a porfalia of
grants tataling abowt 8 million. At least 258% of 1otal grant funding s dedicated to
hitiatives specifically desigred to benetit young Indigenous Australians (see

s youngausiralians.org).

[ bl
S . N

What rola. can. famitics. and mends pfélj"in geﬂmg mung penpfe amw.- -and
fvirved with darrocracy? -

MNew ideas

v The Youth Elestoral Study {YES) found thal parents are regrread by yaunp
pecple as the most imparlant source of information about voting. Tetevision and
rewspapsrs are the naxt most important, however young people view these latter
sources with some sceplicism.

i’*-";-‘rf,!"? E{‘(JL, A '-r-“- .\"i:_-:-'lr' f \\Jl.: r-"‘

i

? What rofe can non-govemment foundafions or comnunily organisations play
& in getting voung people active and invalved with democracy?

hew deas

v The Imspice Foundation (seee i ping o ul s g nalioal oun-profit
foundatiun which aims 1o create opportunities for voung Australians, princlpally
aged batwaen 16 and 25, 1o help themselves Bnd others. | he Foundation
acknowiedges thal young pénale want ta maka a nositive difference in thefr own

i
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livas and in thedr cormmunities. Young peopla are actively involved in the
development and delivery of all the Foundation's initiatives, One nitiative,
Acthlow’, ie a wab-based service that will provide young peopla with information
and suppert on how they can became invotved in issues of causes in their
cormmunity that theyy are passionale about

s VibeWire Youth Serviges Is a voluntoar-based, non-profit youth media and training
arganisation which provides young peopie aged between 16 and 20 with an online
forurn thraugh which they can access information on a range of topies, participate
in discussions with atter young people and become involved in the exchange of
informaticn with other young paople (sae wew vibewire ned). Recent initatives
inolude ‘eloctiignTracker (seo www.electinniraoker.net/eyt which sont young
peopla out on the campaign trail as reporters indhe 2004 Federal election. These
reparts wers wilised by six radio stations, 883 and ABC news.

v+ The U5 Ad Council i 2 non-profit organisston which produces, distribules gnd
promotes public service campaigns on 2 range of jssucs. A recent ¢ampaign,
Fight Mannequiniam’, 1ocussed an irmpraving youlth civic engagement and voter
participation. 1t involved telavision and racio ads aimed at getting younp people
involved in issues thay care about, voluntearing and voting {see
wurw fiohtmanneguinism.org).

F ‘Hock the Vole' 13 a non-protit organisation which aima o engage young peopie in
the palitical process in the tnited Statas and draw atlention to saues of concermn
o young people. i ceordinates voler ragistration drives and education eflors ta
enaure youny people exercize their right to vota, Youth cullure iz hamessed in tha
promotion of s camaaigns, many of which feature high profile eslebrities including
musicians, actars, athletes and comedians. in the 2004 elections, 1.2 miltion
penple tank advantage of the orgamisation’s nnling veter registration faciity, and a
further 200,000 registered 15 apart of the Ruck the Vole Bus Tour across fhe
country (soe wanw rockrhovote.com}.
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Guidzgines for marlng r submlssion

There s no st Farm for a submission 10 the committee. Submissions may be made using
the inquiry response forrm or in the form of a ketler, a substantial paper ar a short
document and they may inclute appondices. Submissiony may contain facts, opinions,
argurments and recommendations for action. The most ugeful submiseians are to the
point.

The committae vould prefer weitten submissions, but will 2lso accept submissions on
audio tape. For writlen submissions, typed or printed text is preferahle, though legible
hand-written submissions ure acceplable. Numbered pages and, for submissions in
excess of 20 pages, a briof summary and a talie of contents Is also helplul,

All subrmissions must includs the name and contact details of the parson makirg thy
submisgion. Those making a submission on bahaif of an organisation shouid ndlcats at
whal level the submigsion has bean autharized {eg sub-commitles, president, chalr, etc.).

Puble officors may make submissions as private individuals. Howaver, if reforencs s
rmade in & submission to their official pasition, # shauld also be mada clear that the
submission is made in a private capacity. Submissions from government departmeants
should b authurised in accordanee with normal departmanial prucedure.

Content and relevance

& subnission may cover same or all of the issucs raiscd in the response farm. twould be
helpiul if submissiona clearly stated which i35ues are being addressed.

The commilies's usue! proceadure 13 1o publicly release and table submissions in the
Legisiative Assembly. Mol all submissions will necessarily ba published and/or tabled. The
commitiea reserves the right 1o nul publish or table confidenlial sebmissions, or
submissions which ara irrelevant, contaln seurrilous of defamatory material, or are
gthonwise not suitadle for publizhing. The committee will inform you if it degides not 1o
acceat, or not to authorises the publication of, your submission.

Confidentiality

The commities aftempts to conduet s inguiries 1 the most open way possible. Howaver,
if you believe that your submisslan (or part of it) should not ba mada public, cleardy witte
‘confidentlal’ on each page and, in a brief covering lottor, axplain why your submission
should oe treated conhidentially. The committea will then conzicer your rogu st far
cofidentiality.

Unauvthorised Releaze

Once the comimillee receives & submission, it becomes cormmillee property and shauld
nol ba published without the committes's awhonsation, Publication of a submission
with<wt the commities's suthorisation means that that puchication is not protecied by
pariiamentary privilege and may amount ta a cordernp of Parliament.

All submissions should be smw

The Research Directar

Legal, Constitulional and Adminisiralive Raview Committae
Parkament House, George Strest

BRISBANE LD 4000
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Submisslens cloge on Wednesday, 20 Novamber 2005

Extangions to the closing date may be given, it you need mare time 10 make a
subimiasion, or if yau require further informeation, coritact the commities’s secretariat on:

Telephene: (G7) 3406 7207
Fax: {07} 3406 7070
Email; karc@ parliament. atd.qov.au

Copies of this paper and alf ather publications by the Legal and Constitubonal Committee
are: available on the ilernet vig the commities's home gage al:
‘www.parliament.atd. gov.awrommitiessleqalrev.im
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