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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND
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Yowr Volse

The aim of this inquiry is fo make practical recommendations to
increase the interast and participatian of young peopla in dameasracy in
Queensiand,

Thea committee wants lo hear from young pecple, in paricular, about:
# whatis needed in Quesnslemnd,
T wital will work:

Z what won't: and

¥ what you want 1o do or expericnoe,

We would alse ke Lo near from all peeple in Queenaland who have an
interest in young people. or in young people engaging in democracy.

To help you to think about, discuss and respond to matters relevaniyo
the inquiry, we have set out below some:

3 lsguos: ang

" axamples ol strategies suggested or tried alsewhare,
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voting Sistéve and Blectorai Coranctssion Queenslans

Education/information

It is the job of the Electoral Commission Quecnsiand (ECQ) 1o enaure that people
enrol and voie at clegtions. To do this, the CCQ uses education and swareness
programs (2.9, postcards, posters and schoal visits).

HMmuHmeEC—‘Dda b-ffefurdﬁermﬂymrgwusmassagnmmm
young people?

Newideas
*  in 2003, Elections Canada parinered with Cable in the Classroom lo develop a

new votar education program for students, including a contest challanging paople
aged 18 to 18 te create 30-seccnd pubiic service announcements on videa tolting

thedr paers why the democratic procass and voling are impartant.

v The United Kingdaem Electoral Commission's ‘Do Politics' aims Lo get young
peaple immhsed in democracy, |t may be zccessed atr www.dopolitice.co.uk.
Politaes' conducts workshops and avents, and provides rosources and training

=ross the UK for young people,

v In Australia, the Yauth Electaral Study {YES) found that some incentives would
stiraci 2 lirst vote. Young people said a tax break or the use of promaotional rock
ooncerts would be the most effective Incantivas, bul there was also gome suppoed
for the notion that incentives should not be neadsad =5 voting 1s a respansibility
that comes with citizenship.

A3

Voter registration
In Australia, cach person must complate an enrolment form to register to wote.

"p How couid tho ECQ make # easier for young ;mpfa to anmol.and become
rmgistored to vota?

New dass

*  Insome countrics, registration is done by the gavernment so that people are
aviomnatically registerad when they reach voting age. An inlernational report by
the Instiute for Democracy and Electoral Assletance, Youth Voter Panfcipation,
suggesls automatic registrasion by the governiment rather than i being & duty of
4ch pargon to onrgl,

+ (Fher countries enable people lo register at a polling station on elgction day, or
on-koe.

v InCanada, Ercuons Uanada wentites neapls who have turned 18 through
informelion oravided by, for example, the tax offive and motor vehicla reqgisters.
The Chinf Electoral Ofliver writes to these peopla to ask them to conlinm that thay

- =g gligible to voie and congent 19 boing Included n 1he national register,
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Polling statlons
In Quasneland, polling stations arc usugliy losatod in sohools or hals and are opan
aetwean gam and Epm.

t’?‘ How could tha 0 make R sasior for Young pecpie to-tast thelr vota?

Now ideas

v |nrecen! Canadian slections, Elactons Canada introduced more polls in fcalions
te which yourg scople have casy aceoss, such as near studsent residences and
univarsity neightiourhoods.

¢ InCanada, polling stations are open for 12 hours.

»  Dalagations frem the Australian Electoral Commlasion and the Victorian Elsctoral
Commission ohserved glaotranic Yoiing processes at elegiions in the UsA, UK
ard Ireland between 2000 and 2002 The dalegalions considerad the differsn
opfions that are avaiable, heir advantages and disadvantages and kow each
opiian would suit Australia's voting sysiems. The dalegations recommended g-
vating be mado avallnbig o eentain elossos of volors including woters in Antarctica,
voters in remote locations, volers with & dissbility and overseas voters (soe
wwvw. aen gov.an)_conlentdwhativotingelectronic_reportindex.him and
www gec gov.aw/ conlenbwhalivoting/E-veling  reparl. oy,

» Arecent report of the Victorian Serutiny of Acts and Regulations Committas,
Victonan Electranic Demaaracy. conaidaren electrone voting. [ recommondod
that Yictorian elactions should nat be condusted remotely via inormation and
cemmunications technologies in the hear future, but identified the folawing key
advaniages of remote vating systems:

- pasy access lor travellers and disabled peopie;

- providing an interface for other tachrologies such as screen readers, Graille
computers, magnifiers or aliernative data entry syslemns,

«  alowing lor the easy and o eap distribution of ballol papers in different
languaues,;

- instanlaneous progessing; and

- allowing voters o utoess & wide renge of offhier information white considering
and casting their vote,
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Advance voting

Currently in Queenslana, i you can't vote at your nearest polling booth on the day
ot a state election, specizl arrangements van be mada for you lo cast your vols,
such as by advance voling in person or postal voting, These options ars available
in gnly some cireumstances - for exampie, f you: will ha intarstats on polling day;
hava a disability; ar can't vata on that day because of religious beliefs, Fer furlher

inform nﬁm see www.ecq uld.gquv.ay,

Yo think more younyg pedple whm#marhmddamatm timg In
R m”'wﬁzﬁ@aﬂp o em ;eim wrtha 'wwu'rmeet i spemaf
&0 SRR LN

New ideas

»  In the UK, posial voting Is available to any eligible voter on request. A person may
apply lor postal voting for a particular election, for a certain period of time or for all
fulurc clections.

v Tofacilitate voting, the state government could deglars the day of a siate elogtion
a public holiday or schedule an eiection for a day other thar & Saturday.

+ In future, if electranic voting were to be introduced, for example, it need not be
necessary to have an 'slaction day', with all voles cast on the same day. Veting
could take place, for example, over an ‘eloction waek',

V FILL:‘-L H;';-Lr-lnul Ac. yls

Clase of rolis
Currently, after a state eleclion is called, people have between 5 and 7 days to
registar 1o vola.

Do you think yoing peopla mmmim wsmmmmmr
o envul after an election ks callod? :

New ideas

v Prior to the 2004 federal election, the Speclzl Minister of State, Eric Abctlz
proposed that:

+ the tloctoral roll be closed to new votars on the day the election writs would &

issued {(uaually the day the election is announcead); and

+ people wishing 10 change thair cnrolment detadls be given three dayslo da 30

This proposal Jid not proceed as & was not supported by the non-govemment
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Fixed slection day

In Queensiand, there is na fixcd ploction day 107 statg 2lections.

A fixed clection day could allow improved civies odugation courscs, mack-elections

and other strategies encouraging young people's engagement with elactions to be

planned in advance (see Milner}, For examaole, a fixed glection day would alkow

rivics educators o plan and condugt thelr courseg in paralial with an elsciion

campamgn,

f? Do yoif hink improved civics edfcation is a Wc:rfﬁmﬂﬁ m& o For gevernment
3 to consider @ change lo fixed tarm elactions? -~ , :

haw idaas

vl Queshsland, eections for all local government authorities ara gencrally held
avery lour years ¢n the last Salurcay in March.

%
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New voting system
In Quesnstand, a systemn of optional preferential voting is used.” A fact sheet about
OPV is availatile from: wew, ced.gld.govau,

’ Do you think young peopie would be more [ikely to vota [f the voling system

o Aas mangcd 5o that capdicates moning of ferain issucs of parﬂcu:ar interest
ter young peop.*a Wara: mare f.-ke!y' !a ga! e!eciscr and have a ‘voice .‘n
padiament?. - . N

Meow iduas

g Appendiz D containa a revised version of a paper prepared bor an nguiry, Hands
on Parifamant, by the Legal and Constitrional Committee of the pravious
Parliament, |t provides information about our voling system and ways it might be
changed to provide more diversity in candidates who might be efecied,

Az in Queensland, the voting aystem in the UK makes It very difficult for
candidates fram miner parties to get elected. In May 2003, seme 500,000 achod]
students in the UK voted in a mock eleclion to coincide with the ganeral slections.
The students voted for the actual candidates. The resufis showed that he
styudenils wers attracted to parties which ran candldates on certain Issues; for
example, studenta who telt passionate about the envircnmeat wotod for the Green
Fary. Despite falling to have a single candidate refurnad in the general eleclions,
the Gresn Pary seeured 45 pul of a possiule 349 seals in the mock election.

v Proporicnal representation voting, which is used for Senate cloctions in Australia,
provides graater opportunity far minor paries e win seata.
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Vating age
In Austrafia, you must be 18 years cld fo vole. The minimum voling 2ge In other
countiies ranges from 1510 21,

The minimum ages sel by the law for other activilies are listed in appendix B.

ﬁ Shoukd the vialing w{rnbﬂumrad!ef?w?ﬁyeam?swwmw !f’m&
wmﬂgeﬁmmmwhmmmmemmmm

daas

»  |n April 2004, {cliowing a project on the age of slectoral majority, the United
Kingdom Electaral Commission recommended that the minimum age far all lavels
of vating in puhlic elections in tha UK reenain at 18 years for the lime being. The
UK Efectoral Commission advised, however, that it axpecied 10 undenake 3
further formal review ¢f the minimum voting aga within a further five 10 seven
yaars, 1 encouraged the government to consider initiating a wider review of the
age of majonty.

v In 2000, & report on changing social and tegal frameworks 1or young Austratiane
lound thal, despite some Interest in getting more involvad tn their community and
N govermnment decision making processes, young people ware quite reluctant to
claim the right and reapensibility of having the vote younger than at age 18, The
mafarity (74%) of young people involved in the research said thal ey were not
raacly or infevested in getting invelved in formal political procasses Buch as voting
befure they were 18. Thelr parents agrecd, with a majority (51%) suggestng that
¥oung pecple are not mature enough and not interested in voting before they are
18, and that young people undar 18 have other pressures to confront and contend
with {ses Carson, Filagerald and Roche).

+  Compulsory voting was intréduced in Queensland in 1214 and by the
Commonwealth in 1924, Hesearch by Milner {published in Civie Literacy: How
informed Citizens Make Democracy Work, University Press of New England,
Hanaver, 2002) indicales hat Ve effect of introduging compuiscry veling in
Australiz was o bring abowt a 23% overall increasa in voting,
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Edicotion

Education in schoals

In Gueensiand schools, there is no subject calied ‘civics education’ or "cilizenship
education’. Prmary and secondary studente learm about demoeracy. including
pariiament, govermmaont and clegtions, in & number ot different subjecta. Students
akso experience democracy al school, far example fhraugh alections for schoal
council members ancfor school leadars,

Education about democracy
Aaditional edircational opporiunities relevant to demacracy include,
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visits to the Queensiand Padiament, or to a regional sitting of the Queenstand
Fariament, and educational activities provided by Parilamantary Educalion
Setvices, and

electoral education activities conducted by the Auslrafian Electoral Commission,
such as school vigits.

students

What worked well and - what ofid you en;ny w}mn yau Jeamr aboirt or
exparianced defnocracy it yolr schoof?

Whal morg ould schucis (0. 10 eneLurags- ;fcru :a vaﬁ.'a damacrasc:y m:f
prepare you 50 that :mu arg- mﬂ mfanncd and‘ mnﬁdanf ﬂbour eﬂgag!ng i

darmocracy?

Far teachers

A
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How'doas youF school approact] civies advealion and pizaitica. dsmacmay?
Hoiwréciid stodants be belter prepared {6 Bhigage in (emoctacy? - v

Ideas
In pravious inquiries, the Legal and Constitutional Committes and the Legal and
Constifutional Commillees of the 481h and 50th Parliaments have made
recommandations about civics edueation in Queonsland. Similar
resommendations have becn mada by many other Australian bodies in recent
yaars. Alist ot some of these recammeandations is set out n appendix G,

The Consiilutional Cenire of Westarn Australia was establsted fo encourage
people of all ages to learn about the Westorn Australizn political system and how
o actively participats in . 1 ofiera displays on the Constiution and asyects of
eilizenshiz and poditical history. The Elertoral Faducation Centre s located within
the same compiex, and provides interactive programs allowing peopie to cast a
vote, discover the origing of cemocracy and undersiand hew the voling syshem
WOrKS {800 Www cosntro.wd. qov.auinder.htmy. Programs, aresentad In ways
whigh engage younq peaple, are alzo conducted for achool students visiting the
Cantre. Teacher resonree kits anmplemant sack program Resourse hnxes on
warious topics are available to schools in remigte areas. 1n addition, the
Cormstitutional Centre has developed an 'Ot Reach Program’ which involves a
network of lcai paonls in rural and remate areas of Yestem Australia providing
programs 1o students in those areas, Some programs arg spocific 1 Indigenous
cormunities.

A Civics ang Chizensttip Education website (which incerporales & previous
'C'scovaring Demaeracy website) is vww.glvicsandoiizenshio. adu.ay,

'Kids Vobtng USA' is a national non-profil, non-partisan organisation that teaches
sturdents about citizenship, civic responsibility, democracy and political
participation, Tugelher with classroom activities, studends are provided with an
opcortunity ® east a Kids Voting' batlot on election day, and they vole on the
same candidates and izzues as adults. In 2004, 1.5 million studems turncd out to
vole {or presicential, local and state candidates. Areas with a Kids Yoting J5A
prograsn have showed & voling rate for registered 18 vear olds which is 14%
higher than for non-particinsting areas. See www.kidevolinguga.oragl,

Az part of the Kids Voling LIRA gervice, ToubleClick Democracy” (see

v kidavotiogusa org/Doubbe Qlickintro.as) was developed ta allow alircdenis o
paHuipate in an authentic voting exparienes using a wab-based voliag system,
Tha onfing ballots replicow the candidalss and issues aduls wote for, and provide
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students with practice ballots which have links 1o candidate biographies and other
fesolres, About 35000 students paricipated during the 2004 presidential

aclions,

v 'Teens N2 Paolitics’ is & US-based wehsite which aflers young people an
opporunity to participate in discussion forums on typics such as the economy,
lorelgn polley, general political Issues, animats and the envitonment. Provislon is
alsa made for young pecple to contribute to discuasions undar the banner of Taft
wirygg chat' and fright wing corner’. See www teensn2polilics comAarurnsd
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The Politienl Syjstem awnd Politloins

Folitical perties
Tha 2004 Young Australian of the: Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested that young
poople feel shut out of mainstrearn party politics,

Tha lormer Queensland Sfale Youth Advisory Council told the committes that the
izsUes addressed by polilical puriies, particuiarty at election time, are dominaled by
thgse rolevant 1o 0ider pEQRie and OUr ageing population,

= I‘:HIE:E-.I: mﬁ ::% .1
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Moy ideas

v Or Ariadiee Vromen, & lecturer at the University of Sydney, ressarches young
peopla and politics. She writes that, 'The ong ares of particlpation that remains
low for young people, and indead for most Australians, is membership of poatical
parties. Rather than labelling party membership decline as apathy, we ought io
see how unappesling potifical pariies have become. And i is up lo parties 1
frvalve a new gencratian. This might not be by way of Formal membership;
irstead, parties might conault yaung peonle on issues ralevant to their lives’ (see
WVrorman),

v n e US, & nationwide study of youth aftitudes found that yaung poople werg
active in neir communities but not concerned about politics. A3 an outcome of
tFat study, a strategy adophed fo re-conneet youth to democracy is that, during
alction campaigns, The media offer youth-moderated candidate deboates (soo
Maticnal Associakion of Seoretarlas of Stata).



;{j.e: PR FM _

AR ST R I P T R R e S R T LT e I AT E ot

Polltickans

Mary resaarch studies in Austratia and internationally reveal that young people are
cynical ataut the hehaviour of polificians.

{ How .can politicians  thamseles rmfom ﬁna faﬂ-r of  yaung people n
dermocracy T :

Mew ideas

v D Ariadng Vroman saya that politicians only cansider yaung peaple whan they
present a problem; that young peopla tend ta be talked about rather than talxed
with, and that young pecple's perspectives are raraly included in public debate.
Dr Vrennen suggests that what is nesded is direct evidenca of young people's
gxponances and arquments based on such ovidonoe (sce Vromen).

+  Inthe United States, Canada and the United Kingdom, where voting isrl
compulsory, it has been shown that contact with palitical panies and candidates is
an imporlant elament of 'get-out-the-vote' strategies, Following the 2001 British
general election, the UK Elcetaral Commistion identificd a lack of canvassing by
poiiticians s a likely reason for disssetiafaction {and fow fumout) among hirst-lime
voters.

Ly g b PR ey Sel

Young Peonie dud the Comimiinity

Ecing heard

While young people may be turned off politics as it nurrently operaies, many
studies and sunveys have found thal young people are very interested in polilical
issues important to them. The challengs for govarnmants s 10 angage «ith young
peaple, and theo first thing that young cecple say i that thay want 10 ba heard,

!- Flave you uzed any of ic govemmont opportunitics 10 volse yvour spinfons
W about isswes? How effective was /7
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Maw ldeas

v in Wastern Australia, the Civics and Cltizenship Unit in the Dapanment vl Premier
and Cabinst aims 10 enhanco demeocracy in that state through civics education
and the promotion of an active citizenry. The goal is & communily whare all
Westerm Australians are valued as citizens, where they play a significant rale in
setling policy pricrites and where they help shape the nature of thair society (see:
prwrw Citizenscape, Wi gqav.auh.

v Dr Ariadne Vromen suggests thal, "Young peapls have « broad range of
Bconomic, social, and poiltical experlences’ and that we need to ‘Creata inclusiva
forms of gowamanes that regognise and build upon different ways of making
communities. Thosa In power aeed to listan fo young peaple mare, and young
people’s diverse views and experiences need 1o be arficulated in the metdia’ (see
Vrormen).

M}f;‘jwwi e pa
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How do you itk govemment sHodid Involg vaung poopie in the decisians it
makes e Maah‘marﬁms uwff bcﬁfc{}'o{f m;uﬂe, w:'.‘b basedabnme
methods orwr&ren? e

MNew ideas

b In 2003, the Commission for Children and Young Peaple was invited ta participale
in 8 committes fior the development of 2 sports and recreation facility for young
peaple on Palm Island in Morth Qeeensfand, The Commissian underlined the
impaortance of the commities asking young people what #hgy wanted. The issue
for tha Commisslon was not so much how do we involve chifdron in tha bultding
of this facndy” bul rather “frow Jo we get the Iacility the children want?"

v In 2003, in Parramatta in Sydnay, a Youth Jury presented young people with
practical oppurtunities fo fsarn and diseuss the diverse interests and concerns of a
wida varisy of young people across the Pamamatia ragion. Panlcipants leamed
dbout teamwork, negotiation skills and the powers of gevernment, This enabled
them ta form realstic recommendations to sunport the neads of the collective
yolith of Parramatta

The aim of the: Yorih dury was to assistwith beidging racial intalerance and
culivral diversity smong young peopte of Parramaltia,

The recommendations of the Youth Jury were aimed al key goveriment and
community arganisations of Parramata.

v4
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Taking action
Young peaple want to be actively involved in democreey. Voting at eleations is only
one way of being involved in a democratic society.

?i Which of the foflowing activities have you cartisd out, of would you fike to caiy

ol ?
Astivity e gt
Volunteeding i |
Iniflating ot Daricipating In & laeal youth projact :
InHiating o signing A prtiticn 5 )
Aftonding 2 rally ar protest 6] Cﬁ
Taking part in a strike AN )
leing a member of & pelitical party ) B
Being a member of a trade union -] [J
Being a member of a stuclent yirton ] O
Eeing 2 member of 8 non-government
organisation which lobbies government te g The ] )
YWldamess Sccicty, Amnesty Inbemabonsl,
Greenpeace)
Contacting a peliiclan o fecal govemment ) )
counciller
Participaling in & Youth Padiament 1 J
Being invalved in a Youth Council o 8/
Belng Involved In an arganisslion which secks 1o T |

repraaent the viewa ol young poophe (¢.49. Young
Australian Rural Metwark)

Yourg people say that 1o 0o engaged in demogracy they need hings such as:
b information;

v oppartunities ko actively engage in democracy;

v  anideg about what can be achigvad raalistically;

Y spacas inwhich to meaet and discuas; and

¢ greess 1o the inlemel, pholocopiers, ete,

What assistance or encoiragemant do you neer: frorm govemment (o fake
action sho the ssoes you feel passionale sholl?

feaw ideas

»  Biishane City Council has deseloped Visible Ink’, a websitr which allows young
people io have a say i the Council's programs, The welsite contains infarmation
abaut how young peopla ¢an have helr aay, avente for young people, links 1o

e



resourees and a 1erum through which young peonle can express thelr oplnions.
The Cauncil has also provided young people with areas around Brisbane where
they can come fgether to meet and organise activites and ptoiects of interest to
hem. These areas arc accossible 10 young people and well resourced (see
iaiie X

»  The Viclorian Govemment produced a handbook for young peopic on how thaey
can create change in their community. 1he handbook provides suggestions on
how young pecplte can get active on a project they teet passionate about, and how

‘hey can implement thal project (vee wew youth vie. gov. au/adiR/ TYPSbook3.pef),

»  The Foundatiar for Young Australiana ie & non-profil organisation dedicaled 1o
daveloping nnovative initiatives that support and empower young peaple aged 18
io 25 The Foundation provides seed-funding for idaas, proactively seeks cu-
funding to support initiatives and helps the reciplents siruciure themsaives to
ensure long-term sustainabilty. Each year, the Foundation manages a portfolio of
granis totaling about $5 milien. At laast 25% of total grant lunding is dadicated to
initiatives specifically designed to benslit young Indigenous Australians {(sea
waw youngaustralians.org),

‘%?_@*m-;-l"i.ii‘*- W5, U 'I,-P.u okt

Wihai frole. can- families. and: fdends pLay .!n gafw;g jrpung psopfe m am.f
imolved with democtacy?.

Newideas

»  Tha Youth Electoral Study {YES) tound that parents aro regarded by young
people as the most important sourca of information about voting, Television and
newspapcrs are the next most impartsnt, however young people view thase latter
sources with some scapticism

\-i\..._‘la._'x.uﬂﬂu- A AR =

? What role can non-govermnment foundations -or cammunily organisations play
& m gatting young peopfe active and invatved with democracy?

Mew jde

P The INSpTe Foundaton {sed wyar inspira g al) is a national non-protit
feundation which aims to creale opporiunities for young Aushialians, principaily
aged belween 18 and 25, 10 help themseivas and othars. The Foundation
acknowledgés that young pooplc want to make a positive giffcrence in teir own

i
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lives and in their communities. Young peaple are acfively invalvad in the
devetopment and delivery of all the Foundation’s initiatives. One initiative,
‘ActNow’, is a wab-based service that will provide young people with information
and euppert on how thay can become involved in issucs or causes in their
communtity that they are passionale about.

VibaWire Youth Services is a velunteer-nased, non-profit youth madia and training
arganisation which provides young peopic aged betwesan 18 and 30 with an onling
fafum through which they can access information on a range of topics, farticipate
in discussions with othar young peaple and become involvied in the exchange of
information with olher young people (see www.vibewire net). Hecenl intiatives
include ‘slectionTracker’ (gee www.electiontrackor.natfayy which eant yourg
poopla out on the campaign trail as reporers in the 2004 Fadaral electian, Thesc
repants ware wilised by six radio stations, SBS and ABC news.

The US Ad Council is 2 non-profit organisation which produces, distributes and
promotes public sarvice campalans on 2 range of IssUas. A& fecant Campaign,
‘Fight Mannequinizm’, focussed an improving youth givie gngagement and vater
paricipation. It involved television and radia ads aimed at getting young peonls
imvolved in issuas they cars abatd, volunteering and voting {sos

wrw _fiqihtmannequinis m, o,

‘Rack the Vote' is a non-profit organisation which aims to engage young peopie in
the political process in the United States and draw atlention 1o i35ue3 of conccrn
io voung pecple. it coordinates volar registration drives and aducation effors to
ensure younyg people exercise thelr right to vote. Youth culture is hamessed in the
grumation of iis campaigns, many of which feature high prafile cefehrilies including
musicians, acters, athlotes and ¢omediang, In the 2004 clections, 1.2 milllon
people lock advantage of thae organization’s onling voter regiatration facihity, and 2
firdber 200,000 registered as apart of the Rock the Valte Pus Taur acroas the
courtry (see wennw. rockibievole.com).
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Guidelines for malelng & subralesion

Therg i3 ho get form for 2 submission o the committes. Submissions may be mades using
the inquiry response form or in the form of a tetter, a substantial paper or a shart
decument and they may inciude appendices. Submissions may contain facts, vpinions,
argurncnis and recommendations for action. Tha most useful submissions are to the
goint.

The committes wolld prefer wrilten submissions, but will alza accept sUDMISIIENS an
audio fape. For written submissions, typed or printed text is preferabla, though legible
hand-written submissions ars acceptatle. Numbered pages and, for submissivng in
excess of 20 pages. a tricf summary and a table of contents is alst helpiul,

All submilsslons must Include the nama and contact details of the person making the
submission, Those making & submisaion on behalf of an organisation should indicate at
what level the suhmission has heen agthorised (eg sub-committaa, president, chair, ete.).

Public officers may make submissions as private indniduala. However, if refarence is
mace fn a suhmission to their official position, it should aiso ba mada clear that the
submission is made in a private capacily. Submissions from governmen! depaddments
should ba authonsed in accordance with nomnal dapartmentaf procedurs.

Cantent and relevance

A submilssion may cover gome or gl of the issues raised in the response form, it would be
helgful f submissions clezarly stated which issues are being addressed.

The.cemmitiee’s usual procedira is to publicly release and table submisaons in the

L egislative Assembly, Not all submissions will necessarily be published and/or tabled. Tha
egmmitlee reservas the right to not publish or tabla confidential submissions, or
submissions which are irrclovant, contain scurrlous or dofamatory matenal, or ara
otherwise not suitable jor publishing. The committee will inform you if it degides nol 1o
ancept, or not to authorise the publication of, your submissicn.

Conlidenliality

The cornmiltee dtternpis to conduct iis inquiries in the most open way possible. Howewver,
if you bofleve that your submisslen (or pant of i) should not be made pub'ic, Clearly wiite
‘confidentizl’ on each page and, in a Brief covering letter, explain why your submigsion
should be treated confidentially. The committee wilt then consider your reguest tor
carfdentiality.

Unauthorised Release

Once the commitles racelves a submission, it becomes commities property and should
fot be puslished without the committce’s adthorisation. Publication of a sibmisslan
wilhout the committea’s authorisation means that that publication is not protected by
parliamentary privilege and may amount to a contempt of Parliament.

All submissions should be sent o
The Sesearch Dircotar

Legal, Constitutional and Administrative Ravliew Committes
FPariiament Mousae, George Stroot
BRISBANE QLD 24000
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Submissians ¢logse on Wednesday, 30 Novembar 2005

Exlensions to the clasing date may be given. If you neetd mors time to makea
stbmission, of f you require further inforrmation, cantact the commitiee’s secratarial on:

Telephona: (07} 3408 7307
Feux: (07) 3406 7070
Email: nare @pariament.qlid.oov.ou

Copies of this paper and all other putlications by the Legal and Constitutional Committes
ure availabile on tha Internat via the committee's homa page at:
wwaw.pariament.gld.gov.awcommittecs/feqalray. htm
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