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RESPONSE FORM 

ThIo Ill"" can Il<o UWd Lo UtI" yOur YIC"'" '" !hi: C<lfTIPNII«. PI_ ""n~ ~ 10: 

1bo no..e.", tJOooc:w 
~,~ _ __ eooo-~ ,--~St'l>01 
!\"""'''' 01<1 *XI) 

n, ("" ho: 07 ~ 7070 
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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMIITEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND 
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(-~. 

your vci/% 

Tile aim or this iflqyiry Is to mllke pr",",!;"",,1 ~mm"~IIoM to 
L-1cre.ase the ioloceGt an<:l Pllltieiplltion 01 young fl"IOIlIe ,., d~m,.-;r"cy in 
Quelimland. 

Th, commillee w;Jto'll. to hit", ' ,om YIlWlli poopIq.1n pal"i:ular. aD!JUI: 

'*" _lIS neodod ... Que",,-_.~ 

.$ -.;ju.ol will ....:)/1(: 

'1' whe.t won': aM' 

~, what you wanl 10 dO or o~pcrjonoo. 

We wouki also IiIc to near from cl peollie in Uueensl8nO \Ioiho IIIJve en 
io ~\I'OI'SI in YtMl!l pooplt. Of In young POODle engaglllQ m c2emocra..--y. 

To ""If> 'IOU to Ihinlo, abo<.ll. (j •• :",,~ and rwpQ(I(I \0 mattUf~ IVkrr.Int 10 
the t-.quiry, _ have 5et OUI tN!ow' wm~: 



EducationfjnloltllaUOn 

It is:he job of thv EliCtoral Comrnlstlon Quoonsland (lOCO) 10 ensure IMI people 
enrol and \I(l1C1 al olacl:ion •. To dO~.!hI! [ca uses educ.Iltio"l M d 8W8rerltS$ 
progems (e.g. posICI!rd.<I, flO'Itel'$ ¥Id school visits). 

A =~o; ECO~:~(X~/a~~.~.~ro 

UewidN'i 

tl 2003. EIectiom CIIM<"18 paltner8d ... !It Cd1M in U", Cl\tnroom to dIIwIop" 
new IIOter!lducatioo Plogrlll1l tor A.IOOrtii, in;Udif\O a con\lI5! CNlhI'..,rno l'OO(lIa 
l~ 16 I1J 111 Iy aeale 3'>-slilCOOd PlD!Io service amOUnccrM f'M Qf\ .,;csoo lolnO 
tl1I.Jif pwrii why l!'le <SemOCf~ prooo$S and YOUng are 'm~rtanL 

The United Kingdom Eledoral Commission's 'Do PoIdics' &inlii to g4'l yt)Ulg 
people invnIved in democIacy. It may 00 accesslld Ill: wwwOOcol!t!cs.C2J.!!!i. 'Do 
f'oIitics' corrdocU ,"",~shops and uvent.&, and provides rcoollfCC' Md tfaini1l9 
CClo:!iS ttw UI( for youna POOIlle. 

In AustraJta. the nuth Electoral Study (YES) klund that SOIl'l<ir incenti_ .... ould 
nttract IIIiJ'!rt vote. YOllf'lg peopIIIuid a 1;0>0 b ll!ak Of flu Uli« prQIfIOIiooal rock 
~ woo.*;! " U ... 111011 ullUC1lw ncenllves, bul !here wa~ O!.o tome SlIppof\ 
tor thu notian lhal loccntMx; IlhotkI not De ~ ~ VOling is a I8Spnn:<lbtl~')1 
IP\;Il DtIrT1IC(l ...-rh Clt!let\3nlP. 

Voter registration 

In Auwatia. cnoo pef~ on must compll!iooo M M~menlloon to roil-gi$~r 10 1IOlio. 

:1} IlDwccvlti IfIo ECO frUJI<O 1I·""ioI!( for young ~", la fWOI IW/ ~ 
l!l ~istom1lovoe? . 

New ,;t!as 

In &OII'le count~. reglSlrlllIOn la doM by Ih .. government so IIIaI peopa., .... 
a~'1Oma1lcaly A!gi%t~ ...... .., they leaclt vding "Y". An intl;!lflatior>a1 fepor. by 
Ito!! 1ru<ht!'le fat Oem~, iIItd EluclOr.ll Assllltance. Yor.Att V()lU PartJclpat!oo, 
~h1 aul~ IlIglSttaliOn o yl1!<l gove.-nme!ll ralMrthEiln H llei r'l!: 4 (lUly Of 
wen pet'$0fl 10 enrot. 

O:h"" r.ounlri"'$ enable peoply 10 '''Y",1ar al a poUing elallon on ~eelton (lay. or 
on·'"", 

In Can:!ou. £I~cnoo s t:.:aMaoa rd'mtit"'~ reople .. 00 ha"" turned ' 9 through 
intormation provic1e<:l b~, for BXen' pI~. 11"" l;tx orl",'1I artd motor v"hlcle 'eql~te's . 
The Cl!; ~f Ele:tor~ 1 Orl~1/I l'I',iles to t/1ll' llllllopia to aSk tnem to CO~lrm :h.ltlhey 
«I. \ll;y;~ to o,q.Q a/'I(I COI'IS&fIIIQ I)(lirlg ioclude(l l1 the n.e.tronal 1&ljlSle:. 



-_._-------------

Pollln!: stations 
In Qu~Gnslalld. polling stations arc lifil1Q~Y JOOatod ill schools Of hats and alO open 
iXltw€en eam and !>pm. 

fa flOW C{juld the ECQ make.it ea.siorfor young people to"G:Jt;ttheIF 1Aml? 

New ideas 

In f~itnl Canadian IIlilClion;, ElocUons Canada intrDdlJolKl mor9 po!l~ in Io<;;;.lions 
to Whlcll )'Ollf1{I people have easy access, such as near stUdent resJdQnoos and 
wnivar8ity neipMourhooda. 

10 CaMda, poI~ng stations ar., open lor 12 hours 

A recent report or Ihe Victorian ScrlJ1iny ot Act'l and RoguJaHons CommiMO), 
Vdon"an ,=Jectmni~ Uf!mlXf'N';Y. con~ irl"''''' eler.I,,,,,"c vot n o. 11 recommended 
Ih.!t VJ<:loriM ",r"",linns ~ fmlAd nol r:e COML.r.terl ' ''rnntely v;" inlormll.tion and 
cCmm lJ'lications lac~nologi~s in Ih .. n .. ar iutl.Xe, but iOOn1ified 11' ... folle";"!) key 
adv""tayes of 'I/mot\! votirlQ ~ystllm~: 

aasy acc\lS~ lor tr~V\I~ ~rs arl\J di~aL>~ pi'Opi~; 

providing an interface for otpa, teclvlologies WGIl as yO~n r1'arlP.l';. [Jraille 
(;QOnput~rs, magnjf;"n> or ali"'-nativ~ datil u(ltry syst"r"s; 

3U( ... ~ rtg tor Ih~ easy " nu ~,,",ap distr ibution of b;;:~ol papers in differ~t 
Ia"guag~, 

insl4n1~r ... OJus pn.>eessi"ll; and 

alk>v~rtg vote'~ 10 lICC",ss ~ wido< ''''nge '" uther inforrnlltion whUe cons o 8ring 
and ~aSllng their vote. 

\t _~r/"T _i:i:,,:.~,,:,.' ---'Ad~::.....:.-.~--. 



Adnnoe voting 

Currsl1!~ In Queensland, ~)IOU /:an'! voIOlO~! your nearn~t polling bcWlth OIl the day 
cl !I. statOlO election, special illlWlgffl'Wntli can bII rmldv ror YOl.Iloo ca!:! ye Ll/' IOOII!, 
such as by advant;., '~ in J*SOII or po!:ta1 vctiog, 111000 optIOns rue avaiIa!>Ie 
in cnly _ clfCUTlstances - Ior exampl!l, ~ yotc ... 11 he InI"3I<'11, on polling d.ly; 
hiIve G 0I$(IbWty: er C/ln1 vo'"" O!'l ~ day beciluw 01 fooli!liw$ !Nli.lfs. FoI ..... l0 
inlonnlltion, _ WWW.q.SI!t!.\I\!Y.iW. 

NowKM;ljJ 

IrI a. UI(, poo\;l! voCng Is aV3ilablo lO MY eligible \lOt", on requeM. A petson may 
apply 101 ~131 w:in9 101" a ~iQj~f eleclion, tor .. """ .... p.-..:iod clime Of 10< ,,', 
M..o electioN.. 

1" !aejlil:/l18 ~ thv ~tale goYliIrTlmgont cooI(I declare !he day of a s:ale cIootion 
I! public holiday or ~I! an electioll tor 0. day other !tIell e. Saturday. 

In Mum. tt elC01ronic vot.ng were 10 I>I! ill\roduced, for exampl<), it need rot be 
neoe$3ll.ry 10 have ftn 'el8CIion day, w~h ill vol .... cast onlhy 5i1mr;o da.~. Votin~ 

could \Ilk" place, for t'xan~, 0Y9f an 'r;olGctlon WQ>IIk', 

" -fp~, .~b,,~~,---,'~'~J~; \U'~\I\--,lu'_'~'~!~" _______ _ 
) 

Close of rolls 

CIrI"I'In!IV, ~er a stalt' O/I...-.;Iion 1$ can~, ~oople haw DCtwcon 6 Md 7 MY:; to 
,egi$IW to \000I\I. 

~ f)oYOO_~~~Pfl<JPe~b6~,"Q/IYOIWI'!l"nO~ .c. r"II1WWiillw_GoclIoIJJs.C3Iod? -r - >t-_ '.' 

New ide.,¥ 

~ 

Prkl .!~ the 2004 li/'d<o,al O/Ilf(;l ion, !tIll Spacial Mnl!:ler at Stale, Erie AOO12 
propoUd that 

th& eioctomlloll be CIDSed In MW IIOt~ on the day the eloc1!on writs wooiJ ~ .. 
13$<.160 (usulllty,,,,,, my th e eler;liofl i~ ,",""H"K:e<i); and 

peop~ wishing 10 changl! \hell' cnrcmcnt details be g JVe!'llIWe d.3ys 10 do ao 

This proposiil tJKJ noI pfOCQGd as ~ w.lt nDI51.4)pOnGd \)y lhe nOtl-{fovemment 
~tieI;. 

- -----



Flxoc:l.l&clltm day 

10 Queensland, \here is no fixed oTcctio,~ day Ior state elllcUons. 

A fixed cloo!iOn day could aKow improvc<l ciyics oduoa1ion oourscs, mocK-elections 
and other strlltegie~ encouraging young poople's eng3gement vlith elections to be 
planned in advance (sO'e Milo .. ,). For exam~e, ... fi:.:"d wlection day would albw 
civics IIducat~ to plan aIld conduct ttl9lr oournes 10 pam~81 with an 91..:ioo 
campaion, 

ID 00 YOU,Ih[rmim(JrovlXt cMos colicalicn isa WorthWhile r<XlarH1 for government 
m 10 r:onsiderlJ chlJ~ /o,tixooferm el~d.'m.'? ' 

N~ k\!!:as 

I~ Queensland, e\ec~ons lor all local govemmefll author~ies Q!O gonc'all\l hold 
~\fery four year:!; 0J1 th'" La~t Saturday in M~rr.h_ 

~-------------------

New 1101;119 tiystem 

In Q","""si,,,!d:,. ~)'!ltem 01 opliooal prel'<nilotial votirlQ is used. A fact :>h~,," abwl 
'OPV Is avaWable from: \IIWW,ooa.gld,gov.au. 

Do yoo think yO/,lng jle<>pie WOUld be 'mDl'9Ifl<WY tavOtil If thflvot{ng sy!;/em 
was CIlrmgoo 00 ttui.t cdfldfdafGaltlnnillgCi1 Ccltain isspcsof N.ti!cu!arlnterest 
tu ~.peopm '1Vl!m ·mGi'l! lili<!lly' ~ofJ81 '<!IMctNf'llnd IIllve a voioo In 
p.;.~~i? ' , , 

New id~a" 

" 

Appendix D cont~in~" rcvi~<'d ""'r~ion 0/ a pap'" prcp"md tor an inq\Jiry, H~nrf3 
en P"rli~mflnt, by the 1.."0111 ~ nd Cnn~titlltional CommiltAe cA the prevoos 
Parliam.mt. It IXOvidGS informatioo about our IKIlily_yst<>m ood way>; it might 00 
d1aIlg~ to Pl"ovidll mon~ div9f~~Y in candidates who miQht ~ ",Iect~d, 

As in Qu~cnslarKt the votinl/ system irI the UK makes it very ditficLJIt lor 
candidat~s trom minor par!;"s tn gel .. Ip.cted. In May ::>DOS, ~C>1'l<!I500,ODO ~chOOI 
sludents in the UK vot<>d in a m;xk ei<o<;tioo to coincide with lhe geoc'~I .. Ie<',tiiYls. 
Thli/ !ituoonl!; \IOI:ed lor thll actual CandidatllS. Th\/ resLJ~s shuw«<.l Ih;illllli! 
sludents wars aTtraoted to parties whicn ran candldatas on cartaln IsSU9S; 101' 
e~ample, students who !ell passIOnate about lhe environment voted for tho Groan 
P~rly Dp"'ritp ff\~in!J to h~v~ a sing~ c~ndidf\te re~lJrnf'rl in the general el~tioM, 
the Gr wo P;irty ~oK:u,ed 4~ out uf a IX's~itJkI 349 se;iIS in lh", ,TIOCk "lec1ioo. 

Propol1i(lnol rcpresentatioo voMg, which is used for Sonatc elections in Austraija, 
provid<!~ g'Mte, opportunity tor min[)!' pIIr!iP.~ to win sMI~. 

\ ". ',~,i,\\',", , 
----.----;---~,-----------;.------.-, 

, 



Veting: age 

In Australia , you mu!.! be 18 )'"1"i old 10 v<!W. T~ mInimum voting age in other 
tOOfltrie~ rQt1\1fl f lVm 15 10 2' , 

The millirn l.m age. ..,1 by !hi law for Oti191 actMlles are Wstcd In appendix B. 

f.) ShoIJJd.:tliii:.mn:' 'ip tw /iiWtlrldto170('1iJeiiiS''i. :Wl# .'or W ',:n«t,. lfiJis "'vottnQarie.{~r~ :;/Iot.ikNotlrlg8tI1i.e:~red;.we h...~. , -', 

Ncw~as 

In AprfI2004, 'clawlng., ~ '0!ee1 on II\e age o! ~lectafll l majority. the Untled 
Kirv.IQorn EIecUIIllI CorivnIuoon ll!ltDn\lTlel odI!d!ha1 the minmurr. . 'J't 1(>1" AI k~ 
~ Wl:ing in [)lblie elections In the UK retPilO1 at le yw,rll IOf Ihlt 11n ,. lMIirog. Ttw 
!JK Eleclorill COmm~slQn advlsid, oo-wr, Itlat it II~ 10 IInOlilfUka:l 
!unhvr Iormal r~9W OIIM minimum YOitlg llgO wr.t1in • IW1tlef !Ne ID s-'1 
'fOOlS. n eooou!"3g(ld!he QOVemment to consider inrtiabtlQ . WId&r ~af!he 
a~ of majonty. 

n 2000. a r(>pOrt OIl \.lh;,nging lOCial Ollld IlIgallla'11l1wom ler you ng AUltraJlanI; 
Iou1d that, dllapk; . ome inlerest in oetting more illvol'fflC in l!\oIt community :llK! 
n gOVGmmont docll:lon.mllki"lg PfOCOO3es, young people were qulto rt.:lueI&n! to 
claim the r1~ht linO l'eapoc1slbo li!y 01 having the ~ ~er tl1an al 8(Jot HI. The 
mlljority (74%) o! young peopl<l invd vOO ill the (-'Swatch ."jJ UI" \ ~ 111'/ W~ot nul 
ready (l( in"',es lliJ(1 ill !/Ii1t1ng l-!yolv'id in formal polKlca1 prOCllSSG81l.iCh as YOUng 
ooluHllhey WIII1II 18. TI'IOIr parents aorood, with a. maiOrity (61 -,(,) ~(JggeGtng that 
'/OUI'IQ people aro rIOI IT\OOJre enoug ~ mid no! inl erll3t&d in votrng be!orelley are 
18. ano 11181 ~ pfOpIe u",,", 18have oIIloef pressuree \0 conerOtll ¥Iod o:oo~ 
IIIith I~ Carsoo. F~U:I r.n<,J Rodll!). 

Comp\.tSOIVvotInQ waslllrOdueed In Oueensbnd in 1914 ~ bylhe 
ccmmon...=1Itl kl I D;!', Hesearch try M iIner (publISh .... in Civic 1.iref'tJl:y: l low 
ki.tJnJa!d Cilizf!M M'l1«'t ~W<n. Unillecsly PY .. ~ CJ4 N_ EngIaN:!, 
HMIo __ , 2(02) in6c4i1oOS tha t " " • ..tflld: d intraduo;ing l:OlTlp\U OfY vomg in 
Awtfah", .. ~ 10 brlog at>ol.n a 23% CYaratt increas() in votiIlg, 

~ \f · ,,,' \)0. .. '>.. ' , 

Edu o;ation In schools 

In aoe..n,;l,m!f ~ooIs, 1I'I" le is no .. ~ ClIlW '<.i 'll<.">i \KJ~~!Iu!l ' QI 'dlillllll'hip 
eduo;lOOo'. P,;,n"'y ~nd n cmiWV WJ dllnt& leam about demooracy, iroo~O 
parliamoot, government ond olOdJOt\3, in a number Dj dln6rent ~~ee" . Stuoon!5 
nlfl o cx,oenence ~18ey ~l ~r.t1 ""I, I", ~"ample through elt?ction.s fer school 
cound """m~ an<:rOf school tlJilders. 

Educ:l1fon about democrec~ 
AdditK:lMt "';'w.II T"nIIl oppo~un t titti relevant 10 d .. r"oc ra~y induw . 



v~~s to!ho;. Que~nsland Parliament, or to a r~giorl~1 ~itting '" the Queensland 
Parliam'ilrlt, ~nd 9ducottionotl activities proVided by Parllamantotry EducatiDn 
ServiCes: and 

O!leclorat education activi~es C<:lnduct!?d by tl", AU"lr~~lfI1 Electoral Commiss 'on, 
~uch as school vis1til. 

For t..achO!fs 

~ 1!~~·~.sCf,<'0~~i::h;c1I(kiS~fkJi>'",:Jp;;.;:.i~,~.y? 
If' HOwr;:o,;rld)iWijWTIs ~wfWr~ ta ~'ga98.fn iJ,itiKit;ta<i/7 . 

.t:!9.WJ@a§ 

In PfO!vioos inquirie~ . the Legal arid Const~utional Committee Md the I.&gal ~nd 
COll$U1utional Comm~\W~ of tI,e 49th ~rJd 50th Parliamwnts have made 
fllCOmm .. rtdatiol1ll abou1 Givlcs .. ducalton., QU&Gns)and. Simillu 
lecommendations hnvo boen made by mllJ1Y other AUS1m~an bodies ill recent 
year3. A list ot llOme ot tI1e~e recommendations is set out il nppenctix C. 

The Constiluticmd C""tre ofWe'!",rn Au~tra~ot w~s ",~!aiJ[i,.hed 10 encoorage 
poople of all ages to learn about the Western f\ustral1an poI~loal sys1Gm and how 
10 aClivoly pao1icipate In it 11 of1er3 displ3y3 on the Consti!u1iOn and nS:)[)C13 ot 
Ci1lZl'lMr.;p and polil l:>o l hi51my. The Eifl<jor~[ Fduc~lion r;"nlrO! Cs loaoted wilt1Kl 
the same compiex. and provid",s iJltljroclwe programs allowing people 10 asl a 
vote, disoo,,",r Ih" origins of d"rnocracy and vnde~tand how Ihe voting ~)"i\ .. m 
works ($00 ~....&c~'llli<,mmV.au/iDdc~,hlm). Prcgr:uns. QreSell1Gd 11 ways 
WJich engage young people, lire IIlso conducted lor ~hool s1uoonls visiting the 
('An"", T ,,"<rh..,. rp.~Il"'c .. ki!~ ... .NYlr"'m ...... ",,<Oh I'm(ll"~ m RI>.~<">< ,"''' hill("" Iln 

VKOouS top:cs "re ~vailable to schooJs in r"mo!e area5. In add~im, th~ 
Conslil.ulional Cenlre has d"" .. loped <In 'Oul R~ach Proyr"m' wtli<:tl ifWolv~s a 
n~lWOrk of local paople in rural ano remote areas of Wes19m Australia providing 
progmrn1l10 slll<len1s in those 8rea3. Some programs are scoclic 10 Indig~nous 
communities 

A Civics ami Citiloosllip Educ~t".Hl Wl!us~e (..nich ilCorponlles a previJus 
'D'seoV<irinQ DOOlCCracy WGbslll1) Is ~.QlvjcsaDdclllz®shiD.W~.au. 

'Kds Voting USA' i5 11 national non·prol~. OOI1·p~rtisan or~ni&lliOll tha! teacheG 
"'u"",nt~ ~bout c~iI~nsh1p, civic responsibility. democracy and pnlilica) 
pal1icilJatioll. T ugelh~r v~ltl das",OOfn activi1i11s, stuoont" ar" prov~ Witl1 an 
opportunl1y10 oast 3 'Kids Voting' bal101 00 elCGlion day, and 1hey vow OIl lhll 
same candidates Hnd i~~ues liS adults. In 2(1).4, 1.5 mil~on student~ ! .... nod 0:)1 to 
vO!O! I .... prl!,"'denlilll.locaillnd csl1tto! C'lndidates. ArMS with 11 Ki<1 .• I/ot"'g USA 
program h"ve sho.....:.d" vulir>g ,~t" lor l"\lisl"ri>d 18 y"ar olds wh>ch i~ 14% 
hiWlIlr 1hafl for non-participa1ing areas. See .......,..,.".kld$yQl.jngu~. 

As part of the Kid" I/oling l!SA Mrvicp., '[)oohIeCk l< Dfo.iTlOCracy" (~ee 
,.......,. ,~d~"otiQ'lya.Qf9IDoubl" CI ;: lJ"t'O."w) w~~ d",ve!op~ 10 ~ I,""" , I",,-,nt, 10 
po' Ii<: ipal .. in an ~utr.enjic votillQ experitmce usiflQ a wgb-ua""l1 vuli"9 ~y$l"rH. 
Th9 onf llle ballots ro~icmo tho canrndatos and inouoe 3dulls vole tor, and provid" 



'" 

student3 with practice ballo13 which hava links 10 candidllte lliD{lraphies and other 
re~OUlI::es, About 35,000 sllidenls p""'!cipated during the 2004 pre5 <Jen~at 
\Jkoc1io<ls. 

'feeml N2 f'olitic3' is e. US·ba~ed web~ite M!ch often; young peopl~ <!In 
Olp!X>I1U'1ity to participate iol discussio<l fOl'urns 00 t<.?cs such as the \!';onorny. 
lorelgn potk:)'. general pol~lcal Issues. animals and lhe env!ronment. Prol'lslon III 
also made for young people to contribute 10 discU3Sions under the baMerot 'left 
wing char and 'right wing corner'. See www.l!!€nsn2pofil .. SOOm/l9wm5l. 

_''''\"'',,cv<!o,,' -'''C' _""'C'C,' _"C'2'·j\2:'jCC'·'1(.'2'~' ·C'_'-_~2·2·C·., ____ _ -r 1 > ',. C"'.,, 

-------,-,------

--,-,---

PolitiC!lt JHlrties 

The. 2004 Young Australian 01 the Year, Ilugh Ev~n •• ha~ 5"90e.ffid Ihat young 
paopIe leel shut out 01 mainstream party politics. 

The. Iormer QtJe<"nsland State Youth Advisory cou...:~ told Ihe cornm1tteol th~t the 
iSSUOiS «ddriS~ed by !'Ofil;..;,,1 p .. rli«~, padicularly alelectioo lime, are dominated by 
t~osv r" lellant IQ 01<1&1 peoplO ana our ageing POPUlatiOn. 

~ '~J.'~P!i!illciir."·: fir",' ····i'OOf.j91?!,~~:,~li:i'ji,;~fj~l"iiiihi).,ri 
~ ~,~~"(,·,·,;,,,·t!'!r<:)-~~~~!id'i',:H(.\~; ',>: ::X~"?;:';'i;:i!.~ .. .{:f§ii/i~!:,:. 

Now ideas 

Or Ariad"" Vrom",,,, a lectur",r at thl> Univ..,-.tty of Syd~y, res~arch<ls yvung 
poople and politics. SIlO II'ril0S tIla!. Tho onc area or participation tllll r",malns 
IDw for youn\l people. and indeed tor mo31 AlJIltraliaM, is membershill of poIrtical 
p"rties RlIther thM labelling party membership decl;n .. as apathy, we '" JgIlt In 
"00 huw u"~ppe~~,,g political parlills haviI bocomll. And ~ ~ up to part;", tu 
Invof\le a new Qcneration, T~ie might 001 be by way 01 !onnal mcmoomhip: 
irstead, ~rties mitJ~1 consu~ young p!!OJlle on i3SlJeS rel<'!vanllo th",ir Ives' (3ee 
Vromen), 

In tM US, a nationwide study Of youth attitudes IO\Kld that yOlln\l people \~erc 
active in their commun~ie~ but not concerned about pO~ti:::3. As lln a~tCQme of 
I~"t '<t\lrly, 11 ~tr~teoy ~dopted to r .. -connect yOJJth to d8mocrllGy is th<lt, rllJring 
,,~;IKJt1 ,.'~rrof'" i9n~, Ill" ", ~ di~ off ..... l"'uth-rnod~ r"(o.><J e.u.uid" t .. oo!J~w~ (~~~ 
Nalion~1 Association 01 Secretaries of State). 



PolIticians 

Many research studies in Austrlllia and internationally re~MI that young people are 
cynical tlbcut th" heh""iour at pojiticillns 

W How -C8n polJ!icians Ihem~elv.!s Ja~to"" tfll< fIlill! ~. yamg ~ jn 
1ft dem<Xf'IIcy1 

Ne .. , 'dea. 
Dr Ariacne VTOrMn SIIy.! that politic ians ooly con~der yotJ!l9 people wh~l1lhey 
preMnt a pmblp.m; that your;g people tMd to be talked about rather than tal~ed 
wilh; and that YOl¥19 people's perSp&Ctiws ,If", ralaly ~1Clud..:l in PJb!ic debate. 
Dr VrOl'''''' $uggest!i that what is r\lHId9<J is dlroct Qvid9rlCO of young poopl .. 's 
9xpori,moos and argurnerJt5 basud on such c~idcnC() (soo Vrorncn). 

In the Un~~ Slah,," . Caned/! and th" lJnHerl King<iom, WMrfl voting isn't 
.::anp>J1~0f)I, ~ has beoo shown that cantoct with poJi(eal pallies and caOOidates ~ 
an imporl"nlll! .. men! 01 'g'<lt'OllHm.'VQte' slIat~i"ii, FolJowi'lg the 2001 British 
g9()Bfal election, the UK EICClO!<li Commi~~ion identifiod a 1<lC~ of canvasclrxl by 
po(iticians as a likely TMSM fDl d~sali3factioo (and low luroou!) lIIllooe hrst-lime 
voter~_ 

"" -'-' '"-' ",-,--,-~-,--,,-~-C..~~~_, __ _ 
l(- -~, _\\' , ~ ,- \ 

Being heard 

While young p!1op iP. may he tumed 011 poIitic<;,,~ it wrce ntly <">fl"I"all'~. m<l~y 
.~Iudi,.s and 5U/V9yS haw loumJ thal youfl g ~Wplfl a, .. ve, ~ inl~r~st~ d in poIitic;;:1 
is~u"s important to them. The challGnge for governments is to engage ~~th YOllIlq 
p90ple, and the !irsl thine that )'Oune people say i~ that they want to be heard. 

@ Have you used any of /fie 9Ol'Ommcn/ oppor1unili~ to vokxJ your opinions 
J!I about rssues? Howertecflve w"s it'! 



tlel'lJ~ 

in Western Australia, ltl\l Civics and C«lz8nllhip Un~ in IhII D8p:ortmmt <>l Pr~mi<l'r 
and Cabinet alms to oohanco democracy in lhat state through ci~ics education 
and !he prorno/io~ of;!!~ actillfJ c~i~enry, Th& go;!!1 is a commUnity where all 
W~tem Australians are valuiKl a~ citLrarrs, wh<:!r~ ~ play a sig~i1icant rale in 
s8tti~ policy prfOlitioo and where lhey help shape the nature of thG~ socillty (&118: 
fflNj',citizen$C;)oo, Wo OPY ellfl. 

Or Ariadne VrOOlef1 suggesls th;ti, 'Yo,,,,g peo~'" have;t broad range of 
~onomic, social, and pofttJcaI experiences' and that we ne9d to 'creaw i1clusiv .. 
forms of QQvemnnoo that recognise and build upon different wa'f$ ofmoking 
comml.l:1tie3. Tho.s~ in power nl)e,d t(l 1~1Ao to young people ITKlre, and young 
people's di~er ... vie""" and .. x~tlI.xIs neW to be articulated i<l the media' (~ee 
Vromvn), 

';'y~ i. '", \', 
, . .G' "reh~----_--------

Newidea~ 

In 2003, Ihe Commission 101 Children and Young People waa inviledto pruticip1lto 
i'1 a commit!e~ IDr the devefopment 01 a sports and recrea.tion I~"ility Inr young 
reople on Palm Island in North Queerr~lao:!. Th~ Comll1isskm unde<li<led th~ 
irnpoIt:oncl> 01 !he .:ommittw ask:inq yOUng poopl" what thllywanted, Til .. issue 
for th" Commission was not so mtX:h"1low do wc inVOlve children inlM t:>ufIding 
or fillS l'aClIIfY' Dui rather '1IOW do we get the t8.cilily the chifdren want?". 

In 2003, in Parramatta in Sydn<lY. a YOU\I, Jurv PI<I.1H1W young people with 
pracfu;al oppurtunWe5 to liam and discus~ the div~rll" int<;>r""t~ and corn;OmS 0/ ~ 
wide vark)IY o/)'OlJ1IQ poopJe across the palTama~a regiM. PartlcJpa!ll& !eamoo 
about teamwork, r1CQQtiation ski1ia end !he powers oJ oovernment. This onal)led 
them ta lonn rea~Mi<: rP.com"",nrll\,jon~ In ""[1l"'rt Ihe ""I!ds at lhe coIle~tive 
youth 01 Parramaita 

The ~m nl thP. YOIJ!h Jury w~~ tn ~ssist w~h bddging racial intolerance ~r;d 
(ultural d;"' .. r~;y ~mon\l young people of Parramatta. 

The r .. oornnwndations 0/ Ih" Youth Ju,y w"'~ "':'''00 ~t key govwrnrrl'i!nt ~nd 
wmmunil'l organisations 01 Parramatta. 



I .;. .. .. 

Toking (lctlon 

YOIXIQ people Wllflt to be actively involved in democf!tcy. Voting at (lleCliom is only 
OM way of be;.,g involved in a democr~lic soci~ty_ 

~ WhiCh of t/1~ fo/fq,MniJ IfCtM/iIM 'hi'tvtl YOil.carTwl out, otWCit.1ld you like to ce.rry 
ffl oull - . 

Activity 

V<)Il.If1tee""'g 

Ir>illa~"'l 01 pa~iCip3U~g In a local yOUlh project 

IrIi~a!ing or _~ ~ F"'mioo 

Alle~di~ a raMy Or protect 

Tal0ng ~n in a st"'~ 

Deing a member of a po/Hi"," party 

S.iI1l1. "",mber of .uade uniOn 

Be~ a ",,,mOO< 01 a 0t,!deo! .. ,ion 

Beil1g ~ member 01 a rtOn-~owmment 
OI,.anisalion which Iolt~s (jO","nmert (~~ n ... 

VWlcm""" SCXiO(y, """''''',.,. Intom~onal. 
Greenp.;",,~) 

Contacting a politician or Ioca! gov.-rnm<!nt 
<X)ullC,lor 

Part;c;p"~'>:J in ~ You., Parli~"",nt 

Bein~ invcMod in a YoL1th Co,"""il 

Being Involved In an organt.,,\ion which .e",,_ \0 

reDfe3ent the vie,.., cl \/OUnQ people (c.~. YOUI1\l 
Au~tr"';"n Rurol Ntotwark) 

~AY~ do • • Would ikelo 
(, 0":) do (,orX) 

GJ 0 
00 0 
r," ... _. 0 
GJ 0 
i'C 

" (0] Cl 
U u 
n 0 

Cl 

GJ Cl 

n Cl 
0 0 
8J 0 

Young poople ~ay that 10 CQ engag .. d in democrar;y 1hey n~..u Ihings such ~s: 

intormatloo; 

opp<Xtunnies to actively en9;oge in d6mocracy; 

an idea a/>out what can be aCh!gvoo matistically; 

~paclIs in which to mMt a.nd discuss; ood 

"cce~s 10 11 ... ifll .. ", .. I, jJIJOlocop~rs, ~tc. 

1Il Wi"lal ~5~5t.JI1(:S or (ll)COul<I!)'emMt '*' yt)u n,.,1'.f' fr/llTl go"~mmenlIO 
J!i adw abvul fI,,, i~5Uf>1i you /",,1 pa~siO/lali;obowj? 

NOW iOOJ5 

B,;,bane City CO'JtlCil h2S de'/eloped '\l;sible Ink',,, w~l:r<it~ whi<-.n ,,""ws )'OlA'lQ 

people to h~ve ~ s~y in the Co""cj rs proyr""'s. n,~ wwsile cont,,;n s i~k>'mi'.tion 
about hOw )'Qung pooPle can nave thglr say. eV<lm tor yourrQ people. linb 1(1 



rotOUr003 and a lorurn Ihrough which ','OlIf1{) P"0fl1P. CM e't[lf ..... ~ lneir Ofln:on~ . 
file Gtlundl has also prollided young pl'OpIe will arv,lIi a rOU!1 d BI~bane whet~ 
':hey can COOKiI ~ 10 meet an!l orsa(\1oo actMIjeS arod PfOiects ()f imerll$11O 
lIit11. Th_ areas arc ~ 1O)"OOI'\g people MId w.~ fe:lOUl'tled (see 
j'I'l't'" Y1sjb!tHnk,qnll_ 

TIw V .. "torian Gowmmoot ~ a hatlItlook for ~no people on ho1' I\cy 
eaI'I croate cha.nqc J1 "er OOfTVTllmlty. llle ~ provtdes suggutilm on 
J\Ow young people CM !)II"l ~ on a (Xojoct 1t1ey~ pa5S>onll.te abou1, and how 
t1ey 02JI im~ tl,al f!1o:.jwc:! (~"" """"",Y2Y!h:"q W aulR9jtl!)'PSW*J wt). 

ih& ",oundation tor Young AuWallan3 ill 8. non-profil OrgMI91l1ion dedicaltxlto 
c!oyaloping 'MO~lltiYI! irlit,atlYl!~ thal ~uppor! and empower)lOUllg people aged 12 
10 25. The Fooodal ioo p<OYIdei sewd·IOSldinglor .u.:.~. p,oa~"ti""Iy ...... b c.r 
Iurlding 10 S'4Jl.XllI i1itialiwi atld ~ ItlG flldplGrU ~1ru.:1Ure ~ tc 
_lI'81ong-tGml $US:aifl;l!lili'rV. Eoc/l jlCM. tile foI.I~rOI"I mMage~ 8. portIoIio et 
",anlS lal,~ AbOU! $6 m ,.oOl>. " , ... .r 25~ olloblg ' _ .... nding io;-..t.d 10 
~!M15 ~ <:tesilJMd 10 benelit ,.:xrog Indigenous Ausl£arm~ (see 
!!fflW 'f!!t"'Oi!!IJSt!abns.olg). 

'.1. . .1, •• ? , 

Now lOOIlG 

Tt' ~ v..,..,u, lik>c:l.,..al SC.,.;y (V&:S) ,",,,..,d Ih:lt p:lronic ;lr0 rQg;y"ea cy ~g 
piPOPkI ac ~ moot ~I"II ~eo ol ll"ll(lfIl1allOl"l abO\ll voting. T elevi$1OO arid 
mWGl)llpetS are VIe next ~t imjXlltMt. hawNer you"Ig peopltl YiIl'oO these latter 
XI~ Wl:ll.-.... ~o..m 

" .~ fs ' l ., :,-_;.!.'tv.1 .· \ ; ... · \1.( 1 ' ,,_ 

--- -- "-'---- _.- -- - _. 

New £e:.s 

TrIO lI'I~p1e ~ounc:!atlOn (..ell www.IMr;'''_MQ. ~"I is 11 nalll)"lll nC~'p'nm 
k,unri;!Iit'.n wIlich aims 10 C"'il.~ "IlpO' lu"~",, I", )'<lUng A~"I, .. I';d 'S , jJli,.,ipdy 
aged ~w .... " 18 a'ld 25. to two l~mtD!Wf: ~nd (llli&l$, The FOI,''II;ilUon 
aet.nOWl~oo thisl vouno DCOOIe IY:!"'" 10 mnkc;) po$IriYe e':ffC.V'c,c 1I11!'ici, Own 
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lives and in their commLXlities. YOUn<;l people am actively "waived ~ the 
delielOf>rT1<'nt and de'very of a~ the Foundaticds in~iatives. One initi<lt"''', 
'A.c\Now', is a \,\,eb-tJ/ll;\ld S<;Irvk:.. thilt will P~OVid9 yOUr1\! PIiI<JI1'" W1!1 illle>rmation 
an:! support on how they can become involved in iMooS or causes 111 thGir 
commlXlitythat they are pBssionale 1l00uI. 

VibeW"~ YOIIU, Swrvk:ilS is iI voII.ints9r ·bas~. non-proli! YOIRh media and tra illing 
Qlganlsallon which prolMes younq poopic a~o~ between 16 and 30 wi!h an onlina 
fOlUm through which they can acc~s informlltian on 11 mnge 01 lapica, participate 
in r;jjl<CLJMjon~ with otheor )'OlI1g people and become invol\led in the "~r-.hanlJf' nf 
informatio" w~h util ... , young PElopIu (w;;I www.viWwit","ffi). R.";,,,,1 h i ia'.ives 
include "olectionTracksr' (see ~.ol~iQnJ~,.netfetl) 1'Ihk:h £ent Y':amg 
poople CUI on the cnmpa~n trail as reporters in the 2004 Federal e~cclion, TM~c 
repc~ wel~ ut~ised by ~ix radio ~tatioo~, SI1.':l IInd AElC newS. 

Tilt! US AJ Cound is 'iI n",,·pror~ organi"ation I'Ih"'h P"'do."",~, dislriblJt"s End 
promot"" public £91Vloo campaigns on a rano!l 01 Issoos. A r~9n~ campailln. 
'Figh1 Manneql.linlsm', fooUSGed 00 rnprovl!l\I youth ciVic enga~cmcnt ~ voter 
pa~icipation. It inVOivM lele~i~ion and radio ads l'!imM I'It getting young people 
in""lved in i~"Lles they car& about, \IOllInteering and voting (S/Ie 
www.fightm"nnegyin;Sm.ory). 

'Rock tI1e Vole' is a non-prom orq(l1lisation which aim~ to enqage y(}lJng people in 
100 political process in the Uniled Stales ood draw attention 10 i:l$ue~ ofconoorn 
10 young people. It coordiAAte" ~oter ""gistr~tion dri"".~ an<1 educaHon efforts to 
enswe young people e~erdoo theft- right to wt!!. Yooth cu~ure i~ harnessed," tM 
pl"ma~on of its campaigrl$, mill1Y of which j"aturll high profil" celebritiols illduu;,'9 
musicians, aotors. ~tI1!etes and comedians. In tile 2004 etcctions, 1.2 m~lI00 
people look 8dvantagl! 0/ the organi~atiofl'~ oniin& voter re<;li~Iralion jaoilty, and n 
fnl'1heo" 200,000 regl.lered as apart of the Rock the Vole Bus T"',r I\em"-~ tM 
country (sw www.rockllwv!,)le.I.:9m), 

L \. 

------------
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There is no set form lor a sutlmission to the cQmmittee. Submissions may 00 mode using 
the n quiry resp<:>1s~ loon 0( in the form of a letter, a substantial papl!r or a short 
docurnl;lllt and th~y may inckKii! app9ndicllS. Subm!£sion; may contain laGts, Opillions, 
argurnonts and recommendations for aC1ion. The most U$eful submilloiollS are to the 
point. 

rhecOOlmittef! wol1ld pr~fer written suhmi~ioIl~. but wil ;!It~o =ept submissions on 
audO lape. For written submi6sions. typed or print€d te"'" is preferable. though "'gibl~ 
hand-writwn sut>misslons arll accllp1ablij. Numbllr9d pa~vs .md. for sulJmissi<JIw in 
exoess Of 20 pages. a brief ~ummary and a Ulble 01 oonton15 is ai~o helpful. 

AM submissions mUsllnclude \he name aoo contaGl dctaHs 01 ttle person makfig the 
~ubmission. Those making a submission on beha~ 01 an organisation sllQLJld indicate at 
wtlet tevel tne $UbmM",n h~s been ~ulhor;"ed (eg wb-r:ommittee. president. chair. etc.). 

Public ottlCers may make submissions /IS privatI! individuals. However, rt ralerence i$ 
ma<:'<!o in a wbmission to their official ~sitioo. ~ should also be madtl clear !hal the 
sul>missioo is mad" Wl a private c~~cily. Submissions from gov~,,~t departments 
should be ~t.!lhoris~d in accordanc~ with nonnal departmal1tal pfoclOdur6'. 

Ccntant and relevance 

A m .. tlmlsslon may cover some or aR ot me issuea raised in ttle response form. It WOUld M 
help/ul if !<Uhmis .• ion. c,,"arly ~jale<1 whic1l i."...,. ~re being ;!Iddm~"ed. 

rhe.committee·~ usuill proc...rure is 10 pubfi<""Jy relMM ilM lahie ~l.tImi~3tonS in the 
Leg;slativ", Assembly. Not all swmissiorts willll<iC"ssanly be publi$hed 2.ndiQ( t~bled The 
~-ommittee resarws too fight to not publish Q( ta~9 confld<ilntia: submissions, Or 
submissions Which am wmlcvam. oom(lin scurrilous or do!(lrM.tory materlaJ. or aro 
otheM'ise not ~uitabJe lor publishing. The cOO1mitt~e wil intorm you ~ it deCides not 10 
il~r."PI. or not to authorise the publication 01, you.- subm~sion 

Confidenll.lity 

Tlw~,,",nrnilte ... i1tt""'pts to ~'OrJduc1 ~ inquiri~s in the most op~ w~y ~sibls. However .. 
il you oolleve !hat your submission (01 pan 01 It) should not bG made pubk:. clearly WlitW 
·confidon1in.r on 0000 page and. in a bricl covering tetter. explain why your submission 
should be !reatM conlid<o!nli~lIy. TM committee w;llh~n consider your lequest to( 
~onf·dI>.ntiaHly. 

Unaulhori .... d Relea5" 

OnGII lh", committllll rllO<liv~ii a sul!m~&ion. it bQcomBl> committw pruperty and should 
not be pu~li$hod wrthout tho commi!too'~ authorisation. PublicatIon 01 a s\ibmlssloo 
Wllhout the commihee'~ tlulhoriMtiot1 me~n~ th~l th~t publiclltiOll is not ,,"otected by 
parliame~ta .. y priv~ege and may amount to a oontempt of Parliament 

All .. ~bmlsslon; ;hould bo I:ent to 

The !'1esoorct\ Dirootol 

LGg~I, Constitutional alld A()TI in isttative Review Committee 

Parl!amtlnt HoUS9, GeOfQe Street 

BRISBANE OLD ~OOO 



~ ~,' , " .: 

SUbmissian$ close on WednesdllY, 30 November 2005 

EX1en~s to the c!~ir;g dAte rMy be (Ji""'''' 11 you Med mor~ lime 10 make B. 
~!Jbml~~Oon, 0( ~ you require fuilwr in10(",,"'.Oon, contact Uw commitee's s&l~uial on: 

TI'lephone: (07) 3406 7307 
Fax; (07) 3406 7CflO 
Emait Care@OOl1iomen1.qld,goy.ou 

Copies 0/ this pafl"'r alld a~ ath",," pub1ic~lion~ by U ... L<.~al and Constitutional Committe~ 
~r .. av.ilallitl on 1119 Inleroot via tlls comminel;l's home page at: 
iI,fINI.par:1j~rnQ-')l~.QQv,au/committeqs,1egalrev,htm 

NamE/: , .....•.... , ••. , .. , •.. ,.,', ........ . 

Age (optional): 

AdClroos: ••.... "", ..•..... , ............. ", ..•.... "" ....... . 

COJ1taot (Q.~. phono nul'l'lbcr): ",' .,' _.' , 

Ei'T'3il: '''', ....... ,' .. '' 




