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Yoy voite

The aim of this inquiry is 1o make praclical recommendations to
increase the: interast and participation of youny people in democracy in
Queensiand.

The committae wants 10 hear from young people, in particular, about:
= what is needed In Queenslund;
what will work;
i what won't; and

“r what you want to do or experience.

We would ai=ao like to hear fram all people in Queensland who have an
intcrast in young people, or in young neople engaging in democracy.

To help you o think abotd, discuss and respond to matters relevant to
the inguiry, we have sat out below some:;

W issues; and

& pxamples of strategies suggested or tried elsewhare,
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Veting Sisten and BLectornl Conumissinn Gueensiangd

Education/information

Il is the job of the Electoral Cornmission Quesnsiand {ECG} to ensure thal people
enval and vote 2t clections. Te go this, the EC0 usos edlcation and awaroness
progams (e, postcards, posters and schoal visits).

mmhmamdommmﬁmmgarﬁsmemgemm
youny pacnie? i

New ideus
v in 2003, Elections Canada parlnerad with Cable in the Clasareom 1o develop &

new vater education program for students, inclisding a contest challenging peaple
aged 16 to 18 to craate 30-second public service announcarments on videa telling

their pears why the damoeratic process and voting are imporiant.

' [he United IGngdam Electoral Commission’s ‘Do Politics™ aims 10 geat young
peaple involved in democracy. [t may be accessed afb: www dopolilics co.uk. "o
Politics' eonducts worksheps and events, and provides resources and training
acress tha UK for voung paople.

» In Austraha, the ¥oulh Electoral Study {¥ES) found that some incentives would
attract a first vole, Yaung peaple said a tax break or the use of promolionai rock
concerts wiould be the most effective incentives, but there was also some support
for tha netlon that incentives should not be needed ae voling is & rosponsabulsty
that comes with elizenahip.
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Voter registration
N Australia, each person must comelste an enrolment torm 10 F2QIS10rN 1o Yoo,

How- could. the EGQ mako It cagicr fur j“t‘.‘-‘UﬂQ‘ pcop!e io snol and become
fegistarad 1o voie? .

Mew ideas

v Ir some countrics, reqistration is dong oy tha govormment S0 that pecple are
automatically registered when they reach voting ags.  An international report by
ther fmstitute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Youlh Voder Padicipation,
suggesis automatic regigication by the government rather han it being a duly of
2ach person ta enrol.

v Oxher countries enable people ta register at a palling station an election day, ar
oni-line,

*inGancds, Elections Ganada identines peaple who have irncd 18 through
infarmation provided by, for example, the fax office and motor vehicle registers.
The Chief Electoral Officer writes to hese geople to ask them to confism that they
are aligibla to vole and conzant to heing incheded in tha national registed.
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Folling stations
in Quesnsland, polling stations are ususily loczted in sehouols ur halls and are cpen
bebereqn Bam and Spm.

j’g How could the ECC make i easier for young peopla 1o tist thelr vole?

Naw idaas

v inrecent Canadian elections, Elections Clanada introduced more polls in locations
tg which young people have easy gecess, such as near student residences and
university nefghtourhoods.

¢ |nCanada, polling atations are open for 12 hours.

v Dategations from fhe Australan Electoral Comnission and the Victosdian Electoral
Commission chserved electronic voting processes at alections in the L'SA4, UK
and frefand betwoen 2000 and 2002. The dolegations considercd the ditferant
optiana that are available, theit advantages and disadvantages and haw each
option woudd suit Australia's volfing systemns. The delagations recornmended #-
voling be made available to certain clagses of volers including volers it Antarctica,
volers in remats locatfona, votars with a d|sabfllty and Duerseas votars [soa
WINWLZEC 00V nt htm and

Wi, EeC.qov.au cnnleni.-"what-’mﬁn a/E-voting ragnd_;ﬁ}.

* Arecent repor of the Viclonan Scratiny of Acts and Regulalions Committee,
Vitoran Efectromic Damoerae), congldered alactronic voting. [t recommended
that Wictarian sleations shoukl net be conducted remotely via informatien and
communicatrons technologies in ihe near future, bt identified the toliowing Key

advantages of remate woting systetns,
- Basy access for travellars and dizablfed people;

- providing an nterface for other technotogiea such as soreen readers, Braille
computers, magnifiers or atternative data entry systems,

- allowing lor the easy and cheap distribution of baillat papers in different
languanes,

- instantaneous processing; and

~ allowng vaters to access a wide range of ofner information while considaring

and casting their vote.
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Advance vating

Currently In Quesnsiand, if you can't vatz at your nearest polling immh on the day
of a stale elactinn, special arrasgaments can be made for you fo cast your vole,
such as by advance voting in persan or postal voting. These options are available
in only some clroumstances - for axampla, i yvou, wili be interstate on poling day,
have a disability; or can't vote on thal day because ot rehgmus beliefs. Foriurther
infarmation, see www et qld.gov.au.

yau think mnreywng- pmpfe would vite # ?bey»a_'fu!n‘ o so:at any time in

wmﬁn"ans (ydoso?- ¢

Mew daasy

v In the UK, postal voling is available fo any aligible voler on requesl, A gerson may
apply for pestal vating for a paricular slection, for 2 certain period of time or for all
future elections,

»  Tofacilitate voting, tha stale govarmment cauvld dectare the day of a state election
& public holiday ur schedule 2n eleclion for 1 day other lhan a Saturday.

v |0 Future, d clectronic voling wore 13 De introduced, for examgla, 1 haed not ba
necessary fo have an ‘election day’, with all voles cast on the same day, Volng
catld take place, for axamprs owar an 'election week'.
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Close of ralls
Currently, after a state election is called, people have between 5 and 7 days to
register {0 vole,

E) Do yodr ik young people couid be d;saﬂ'vamaged ;:fmere was na q:!mmmdy
§ b e affor an dlectivn fs.callpg?

Mow idezs
»  Price to the 2004 federal etection, the Special Minister of State, Cric Abelz
proposed lhatk;

»  tho clectoral rolt be closcd to new voters on the day the clection wrils wouid be
i55ued (usually the day the election is announzed); and

v peaple wishing o chanye their errolment detafls be given thres daystodo sa.

This proposal did not rocesd &5 it was not supported by the non- gnvemmﬂni
partias,
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Fixed election day

In Cugensland, ihero is ne fixed olaction day for state elections.

A fixed aieclion day could allow improved givics education courses, mock-efections
and other strategles encouraging voung people’s angagament with eleclions fu be

planned in advance (see Milner). For example, a tixed election day would allow
eivies educalors to plan and conduct their courses in garallsl with an election

cAmpaign.

r'? Do you think improved civies education fs @ wor:hwhﬂ& reagon for gwemmm!
f % fo consider 2 change to fixed torm olecdons?

i
»  tn Quesnsland, elections for alt local government authurilies are generally held
every four years on the last Saturday in March

: y : E
e . k. R dp, Lk ety

New voling system

In Cresnsland, & system of optional preferantial voting s used. A lact sheet about
'OPV is available from: wew ecg gld. gov.au,

Da your think yourg people would be more Iikely fq vola if the voling system

WA was cfidngedso ihat L,.ancﬁddies running oninerta jssues anarbc‘m’ar interest
o' young peop.l'e wers- more Ifkefr I§ get sfeclsd and have A Voioe - dn
Mamenr? . : o 5 s

Wew idans

v Appondix D aontzing o rovieod vorgion of a papar prepared for wninguiry, Hands
on Padiameant, by the Logal and Constitwtional Corninittas of the previous
Pariiamant. [l pravides information abotl our voting syatem and ways it might be
changed 1o provide mora divacsity in candidates whn might ke alected,

v Asin Quesnsland, the vating system in the UK makes | very difficalt for
candidates from minor partias to get elected. In May 2005, some 500,000 schooi
stuterts in the UK voted in & mock elestion to coincide with the genetal slactions,
The students vated for the actual candidales. The resulis showed thal the
slucents wers attracted to parties which ran candidates on certrin iasues; for
prample, siudents who felt passionate about the envirunmenl voted for the Grean
Party. Dospite faikng W have g single candidate returned |n the general etections,
the Graan Party sesured 45 out of a possible 345 zeats in the moak clection,

1 Proportional representaiion voling, which is used for Senate elections i Ausiralia,
pravidas graatar opporiunily for minor paniea 1o win seals.

FoopoamC e
% lk,f\c;J-(“ _ 'L* {7 U' ."f"( |" i r,.g',g".i*i____u,z L&L_L_.E

'_.‘:\. e fl{‘)[ fr'f" L. : e i semse——



Kegporse fors
T R N S S M e R o L W e R T R T S SR R RS

Voting age

In Australia, you must bea 18 years old to vate. The minimum voling age in other
countries ranges lrorn 15 10 21,

The minimum ages set by the law for other activities are listed in appendix B.

Should.the violing age be lowered to 17 oc 16 years?. 'Why or Wfiy.not?. rm
voting age is fowered, should voring &t tho lowsred age be compuisxy?:

New ideds

v In April 2004, following a projact on the age of olectoral majority, the United
Kingdom Electoral Commission recommended that the minimum age for all levela
of voting in public etections in the LIK remain at 18 years for the time being. The
UK Electoral Cammission advised, however, that it expected 1o undertake a
turther lormal review of the minimum votng age within a further five 1 seven
years, [t encouragsd the govemment to considar initiating a widsr revisw of the
age of majority.

*  In 2000, a report on changing social and lega! frameworks for young Australians
found that, despits sume interest in gatiing mara Involved in their commiunity and
in guvemment decision-making processcs, young people were quite reluctant 10
claim the right ana reaponsibility of having the vote younger than at age 1B. The
majority (74%) ot young people involved in the research said that they were not
ready ar interested in getting involved in formal paolitical precesses such as vating
bafore they were 18. Their parents agreed, with a maijority (61%) suggesting that
yuung pecple zre not-mature engugh and not interested in voting before they are
18, and that young psogle under 18 have clhar pressures to confront 2nd contend
with (ses Carson, Fitrgesald and Roche),

+  Compulsery voting was Intraduced in Queensiand in 1914 and by the
Commonweaith In 1824, Rescarch by Miner (published in Civie Literacy: How
iformed Ciizens Make Democracy Wad, University Press of New Frgland,
Hanover, 2002) indicates that the efect of introducing cumpulsory valing in
Australia was 1o bring aboul @ 23% overall increase in veting.
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Education

‘Edvucation in schoala

tn Queensland schools, thare is no subject called civics education’ or ‘tifizenship
education”. Primary and secondary studenls fsam about damocracy, including
parliamern, yovermment and slectiong, in a number of ditferent subjects. Swdents
also experience democracy at school, for axampte through elechions for school
coungil members andfor sehonl leaders

Eduecation about democracy
Hdditional educaticnal opportunities relevant to demacracy include,
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»  visits to the Cueensland Parliamant, or 1o a regional sifling of the Queensland
Pariament, and educational activities pravided by Parliamentary Education
Services; and

v electeral education activities conductad by the Australian Fleckoral Commission,
such as school visits.

For etudents

What worked woll. and - what oid you enfoy when yau : .Ioamr about or
+ expenamed darriaaracy i your sehonf?

What: more: cotif schools . do: to encoumgg ycou m ua.'ue n‘emocr-af:}r am:f

P-"Eﬂdfﬂ' You sp. J:hat }rou ara we!.f mfom'?ad and mﬂf‘dani al:rouf engagmg i

democracy? .. PR

Far teachera
‘fa How doies: ymu'sc!wo.' appraaeh ofvice aducaﬁm Al practsce demmcy?
How could shudents b heflor prapared fd ehgags i déthooracy? | i

New ideas

*  In previous inquiries, the Legat and Canstitutional Commiftee and e Lega and
Constitutional Committeas of the 48th and 50h Pardiameants haye mada
recommendations aboul civics educalion in Queenskand, Similar
recemmandaiions have been made by many other Austrzlian bodies in recent
years. A list of some of these recommendations is 6t out in appendix C.

v The Constitutional Cenire of Western Australia was established 1o encourage
pegple of gl ages Lo ieam about the Western Australtan polilical system and how
to actively panlcipate in ft. It otars displays on the Constgion and agpects of
cilizenship and poiitical history. The Electeral Education Cantre is locatod within
the zame camplex, and provides interactive programs allowing people lo cast
vete, discover the odgins of democracy and undersiand how the voting system
works {ree www.ccentre.wa.gov.au/ndex.nim). Programs, presenled in ways
witich engaqge young people, are also condudied far sehool students visiting ihe
Centre. Teachar rosaurce kila ecmplament each program. Hesoureo boxes on
various topics are avallable lo schoals in remote areas. In addifion, the -
Constitutional Centre has developed an 'Owt Reach Program’ which invalves a
relwork of local pacple in rural and rernote areas of Western Australia providing
pregrame 1o etudonts in those araas, Soms programs are spaecific 1o Indigenous
Communitics.

v A avics and Citizenship Fducation website (which incorporates a previaus
‘Tigcovering Democracy websile) B www.eivicsandoitizenshio.ady au.

» 'Kids Vabng USA' is a national non-profit, non-parisan organisation that teaches
stugents about citizenship. civic responsibility, damocracy and political
participation. Together with classroom activities, studenis are provided with an
oppodunity o cast a 'Kids Voting® ballot on efection uay, and thay vode on the
same eahdidates and issues a8 adulta. I 2004, 1.5 milllen students turned cut 1o
voue for presidential, local and state canddates. Areas with a Kids Voting USA
program have showsd 3 voting rate for registered 18 year olds which is 14%
hichar thart for nun-particiozgling aregs. Seo www kidevolingusa, org!.

A5 pat of the Kids Yoling USA sarvion, ‘DoubleClick Domocragy’ {(soo

yny. idaveting usa.ora/Double Dlickintre. aa0) waa developed to ollow students 10

paricipata in an authentic woting experience u's-lng a wab-hased voling %yﬁ T
Tha unfine batlets replicate the candidales amd fssues adulls vote Tur, and provids
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students with prectice batlots which have links to candidate biographias and other
resaurces. About 35,000 students participated during the 2004 presidential
elections.

v Teens N2 Polilics' is a [1S3-based website which offers young paople an
opporlunity to participate in discussion ferums on topics such as the economy,
foteign policy, general politicat ssucs, animals and tho environmenl, Provision is
alad made far young people to contribute f discussions undar the banner of eft
wing chat' and 'right wing comer'. Sees weww.teensn2poliics comffonims/.

X A o it .-_..-l,-- Sy e A AN _.»l-. g .
X (o, [t k] (S I £ e

e IR Seplerie Xl T
(O L JJ IR r?{’ﬂ’/ f’n s %ﬁws

A

e 3eid, o

The Politicat pstew and Politlolans

Paolitical parties

The 2004 Young Austrafian of the Year, Hugh Frans, has suggested that yomg
people feel shut out of mainstream parly palitics.

The former Queenstand State Youth Advisory Council told the committes that tha
isyues addressed by political parties, paricularly at election time, are dominated by
those ralavant 1 oklor peopie ana our ageng mpulmmn

ey ”’i‘!ﬂg&‘gﬁ@;ﬁmm{, wfni
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.+ Dr Ariadne Yromaen, a lecturar 21 the University of Sydnaey, rescarches young
peceple and polifics. She writes that, The ono area of particlpation that remains
low for young people, and ndead far maost Ausiralians, is membership of political
parties. Rather than labelling party membershio decline as apathy, we oughl to
sze how unappezsling poelfitical parties have become. And il is up 1o parlies Lo
lnvalve a now genaratien. This might not be by way of format membershin;
irstead, parties might carsult young peonle an issues rejevant to their lives' (aee
Vromen).

v Inthe US, a nationwide sludy of youth attitudes found that young pccp’fe were
active in their communities bt not concernad about politics. As an culcome of
that study, & shalegy adopted to re-connect youth to demaocracy i Ehat, during
slection campaigns, the madia offer vouth-moderated camndiduls dobales (sea
Matighal Agscegtion of Scoretaries of State).
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Paliticians

Many resaarch studies in Australia and intermaiionaliy reveal that young people are
cynical about the behaviour nf paliticians.

‘a Hov/ can pefificians’ !."'remae.'ves Estore . !ha fafm af young people in
t democracy? . .

Maw ideas

" ¢ Ariadne Vromen says that politicians only sonsider young ceople when thoy
present 4 oroblem; that young peonle fend to be talked ahout rather than talked
with; and that young people's perspectives are rarely included in public debate.
Dr Wrermen suggests that what is needed is direct evidence of young peopia's
expariancas shd argumants based on euch avidansa (e Vromen).

» In the Unijted States, Canada and the United Kingdomn, where voting isn't
compalsory, it has heen shown that contast with political parties and candidatas ia
an imporiant element of ‘gel-oul-the-vole' stralagios. Following the 2001 British
general elactlon, the UK Electoral Commission (dentitied a lack ot canvassing by
politiclans es a likely reagaon tor digsatistacton {fand low turnout) among first-timae
volers.

%‘ ,f‘?{;l Eff LL‘MHM’ fﬁ’m 7 I;';.’ s
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Yokng Peonle sl the Comminlty

Eeing heard

While young people may be turnedd off politics as it currantly operates, many
sludies and surveys have Tound that young people are very interested in political
issues important 1o tham. The challenge for govornments is 1o engage with young
poopic, and the first thing that young people soy is that thoy want to b heard,

Havea yorr peed any of 1he govarnmen! opoortinittes 1o volfos vour opinions
+%  about issues? How effective was ¥
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Maw fdoas

b In'Waestern Austrafia, the Civics and Citizenship Unit in the Depadment of Premier
and Cabingt aims to enhance dermocracy in that stata through civits education
ang the promotion of an active oltizenry, Ths goal Is & eommunity whaera all
Weatern Australians are valued as citizens, where they play a significant raie in
setfing policy priorities and where they help shape the nature of their society {(soe!
aww.ciiizanscape. wa.qoy. aif}.

v Dr Ariadne Vremean suggests that, 'Yeung peaple have & broad range of
econonic, social, and political experiences’ and that we need to 'create inclusive
lorms of governance that regegnise and build upen differsnt ways of making
soemmunitics. Thoso in powar neod to listen 1o young people more, and young
pedpie’s diverasa views and experences nead to be articulated in tha media’ (see
Wromet),

% ]\\b ri‘lﬁ Vt) el
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New ideas

v In 2003, the Cammisgion for Shildren and Young Pegple was Inyited to participate
in & commities for e developrment of 2 spons and roereation facitity for young
people on Palm Island in Norh Gueensland. The Cormmigsion undardined the
importance of the committee asking young people what ey wanted. The issus
for the Commission was not 5o much how do we invohve chifdren in the building
of this IACTIN ™ DUt Tather “how do we Gar ihe TAGHY 1ha chigren wani?”,

b In 2003, in Parramatia in Sydney, a Youth Jury preseated young people with
pracdical opportunities to learn and discyss the diverse interssts and concemns of a
wide variely of young people across the Paramatiz reygion. Parlicizanls learmed
ghout teamwork, negotiation skills and the powers of govarnment, Thie anabled
em 10 Form realistic recammendations o suppoen the neads of the colioctive
youth of Ferramatta.

Tho aim of the Yeoulh Jury was to assist with bridging recial intolarance and
cultural dversity amang young people of Parramatta.

[he recommendations of the Yauth Jurnr wers aimed at key government and
mmmunity organisations of Parrzmatla,
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Taking action
Young people want to be actively involved in democracy. Voting at elections is only
one way of being involved in & democralic sociely,

Which of the following activifies Rave you caried aut, of would you like to cany

haiiy | - ERT RS
Yoluntearing | [Q;f
Initiating or panicipating in a lecal youth project i Ifﬂf
lniating oo signing a petifion i r‘:ﬂ_
Alending a rally or protest 0l ] 7
Taking part in g strike [ =
Baing & mamber of A palitical party ] i)
Heing & memper of o trade union 1 [_*](
Baing & member of a studart union —l

k

Jeing & member of 8 rongovemment
organisalign which iobbies povemmenl (e.g. The ]
Witdemess Socioty, Amneaty intemational,
Clresn i}

N
0 &

Cortacting a polilizian of local govemmant
oouiclor

Paricipating in & Youth Pariamant
Caing involved in a Youth Douncil

Baing involvad in an armanisation which sagks 1o
represant the views of young peaple (&g Yaung
Rustratian Ruorat Metwork)

CER
B &.3.

Young people say that to te engaged in damogragy they nead things such s

¥

4

3

k

7

infermation:

opportunities to aclively engaye in demogracy,
anidea about what can be achjoved realkstically;
spaces  which to maet and discuss; and

access iothe iﬁt_amet, photocopiers, ete,

What assistance or encouragement do you need fom govemmant to take
action abauf the issues vou foel passionate about?

Maw ideas

Brisbane City Council has developed “isible Ink', & website which allows young
pannle to Nave a soy in the Councll's programs. Tha website conlaing iniommation
ghout fiow YOUNG PRome can have thair say, oventa for younyg aeople, finks o

A
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resources and 2 forum through which young people ¢an express their opinions.
Tha Council has also provided young peaple with areas around Brishane where
they can come logether to mest and organise activities and projects of interast 1o
them. These areas are accessible fo young people and well resourced (see
rvw.vigible-ink.org).

* The Victorian Government produced a handbook for young people on how thay
can create change in their community, The handbook provides suggestions on
how young paople can got aclive on a project they feel passionate about, and how

- ey can implement that project (5ee wew youth vic gov. aw/pdis/TY P Sbooks, pat).

+ The Foundation for Young Ausiralians is @ non-profit crganisation dedicated 1o
develgping innovativa initiatives that suppan and empower young peaple aged 12
Iz 25. The Foundation provides seed-funding for ideas, proactively seeks co-
funding to support initiatives and helps the recpients structure themselves 1o
ensure fong-term suslainability. Each year, the Foundatdon manages a portiolio of
grants iolafing about 56 million. Al least 26% of total grant funding is dadicated ta
initiatives spacifically uoﬂlgnau 1o benefit young Indigencus Australians (ses

v w-fr < T #’Jr'h?r TEAS f@if}.fv'
fran A2k AL e Foed LallCer

What role. can families ammmyhmmpwomm
nynﬁnadwﬁ‘:deamaq-? v

Mew ideas

v The Yauth Mactaral Study (YES) found that purents are regarded by young
penpin as the most imporlant source of Infermation abol voting, Television and
newspapers are the naxt Most Important, however young peopla view these latier
soureas with soms El'.‘lﬂ uuiam
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ﬂj What role can non-govermmen! foundstfons or communily organisalions play
& in gatting young people active and invalved with damoctacy?

Mow idoan

ro The hspla Foundatlon (500 www.Insoire org.aul 15 8 national non-areht
faundation which aima to create oppertunities for young Australians, principally
aged between 16 andl 25, to [elp themselves and others, The Foundaiion
acknowledges that young people wart to make a pesitive difference ir thelr own
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lives and in their communities. Young poople are actively involved in the
developmont and delivery ot all the Foundation's initiatives. One infliative,
‘AciNow, is & web-hased service that will provide young people with information
and support on how they can become invoivad In iesues or causes [n their
cummunity that thay are passionate about.

v VibeWire Youth Services is a8 volunteer-based, non-profil youth media and training
organisation which provides young pecple aged batwaen 16 and 30 with an online
forum through which they can acceas information on a range of topca, participate
ir disoussions with ether young people and become invalved In the exchange of
in‘ormation with ather young people (see waww vibawire nel), Recent initiatives
include ‘electionTracker (see www.glectiontracker.nevel) which sant young
people oul on the campalgn trail as reportars in the 2004 Federal aleetion. These
reports ware Ltilised by six radio stetions, SES and ABCU newa.

¢ The US Ad Cauncl is a non-profit organisation which produces, distribules and
promotes pubific service campamgns on a range of issues, A recent campsaign,
‘Fight Marmequinism’, focussed on Imareving youlh civic engagemant end voler
participation. it involved television and radio ads gimed el getting young peaple
Involvied in issues they care about, volunteering and voting (see
atl WRISMLOr

v 'Rock the Vole' is a non-profil organisation which aims 10 engage young people in
the pulitical procass in the Unitad States and draw attention 10 issues of consern
to young people. It goordinates voler registration drives and education sforts tn
ansure young people exercisa their right to vate. YWouth cullure is harmessed in the
promaotion of jts campaigns, many of which feature high profile celebrilies including
musicians, aclors, athletes and comedians. In the 2004 elections, 1.2 million
people ook advaniage of the organisaton’s onlne voler registration tacility, and a
fuher 200,000 registered as apart of he Rock the Vote Bus Towr across tha
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Guudelines for maielng & subiission

Thare is no set farm for 2 submission i the committee. Submissions may bae made using
the inguiry resportse form or in the lorm of a letter, a substantial paper ora shaort
document and they may include appondices. Submissions may tonlain facts, oplhlons,
arguments and recommendations for action. The mest vseful submissions are {o e

paafnt, _
The committes would prafer writters submissions, but will also actept submissions an
audip lape. For written submissions, typed or printed taxt is preferable, thouyh legible

hand-written submissions arc acceptable. Numbered pagos and, for subriigsions In
gxcess of 20 pages, & brief surmmary and a tahle of contents is also helpiul

All submissions must ineluce the name and contect details of the persoh making the
submission. Thase making & subrission an behalf of an organisation should indicate at
whiat level the submission has been authorisad [eg sub-committee, president, chair, etc.).

Public officers may make submissions as private individuals. Howavar, if raference is
made in a submission ta thelr official position, it should alsu be made clear that tha
submission ig mada In a private capacity. Submissione from government departments
shauld be autherised in aceordancs with normal departmental progedure.,

Content and relevance
A subrnission may cover same or all of the issues raised in the response lom. I would be
nelpful { submissions cleady stated which Issues are being addressed.

The cormmitlee’s usual procedurs is o publicly release and 1ahle submissions in the
Leqisizlive Assemnbly. Mot all submissions will necassarily be putiishad andfor labled. The
fommittee resarves the righd to not publish or table eonfidential submizslons, or
submizgsiona which are irrelevant, conlain scurrilous or defamatory materat, or are
othermwise: not suitahle fer publishing. The cammitiee will inform you if it decides nat to
accapt, of not 1o avhorise the publication of, your subrmission.

Confidantiallty

Tha commiites attempts 1o conduat S inguiries in the most open way possible. Howaver,
if you believe that your submission (or part of it} should not be mate public, cloary write
‘conlidential” on aach page and, in a brief covering letter, explain why your subrussion
shauld be treated confidentizlly. The committes will then consider your requeast for
confidentiality.

Unauthorised Release

2nge the commiltee reccives a submission, it bocomes committes property 2nd ehouid
rot be pubhshed wihout the committes's authonsation. Publication of & subinisaion
withaut the committes's avthorisation means that that publication is not protected by
parlizmeniary privilege and may amount to 2 gontempt of Parligment.

ParHament House,
BRISBANE QLD 4000
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Submizsions close on Wednesday, 30 Novamber 2005

Extansions to the closing date may be given. ¥ you need more time to make &
submission, or if you require further informeation, contact the committee's secretariat on:

Telephone: {07} 3406 TI07
Fax: (0T 3406 7070
Email: lcare 2 pariamant, ald.gov.au

Copies of this paper and alf other publications ty the Legal 2nd Constitutional Committes
are avariable on the Irtamet via the committea's home paga atl:
e parliament.gld,. gov.ou/committeoniegalrev.hiim

Yooty Doekulls






