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RESPONSE FORM 

Trio " ...... .. ~ Di'_' 
l tgllJ. Co<>~ 0lId Adm ...... Ua."" fIo.-eom,1"IIlo>o> 
P"'lWne~1 HoIIII 
Qeoro,)oo SlrHI 
arlClla", ~ 4000 

Q- U. " ~ 01 3406 701!l 
C1t ........ "" 'P!f0Q4!9m!lr~!!Id{tO\':JU 

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QU EENSLAND 



The aim 01 this inquiry is \0 makoo pradbol r!KVrt\i'1'19/;dlftQn& 10 
Inert!ll~e lru. inlowest and participation of your.,. )/WpIIoI .. , d\lmocrOlC''f in 
Queenaland. 

The corrmillGl;l .... a"Ilts \0 ho:1rnom J(IOOg ~eopfe, ln porU:LMf, &bolt. 

do ...turrt i& ~ In Q"""",,,,,,,"O<1; 

:,~ .... hat WO!1\ and 

,~ whal you WIn! 10 do or experience. 

We WOUd Ilea Ijk", 10 I'IM ' /mm ~I ~ in Ou&enaland....oo 1liIvi! i/Jl 

lnIcfest IfI YOWlII people, or in YOUl"l!) fW'OPIe engaging in democrncy. 

Tt> help you to mink. abOut dlsct= 00(1 msporu:l 10 mattas rele"mnt to 
Ihv .,~, """ ha'lO U t DVI oelow oomc: 

.\)1 lJ):amples cl W:llo.gio3 SlIQgested or Irteel els ewh~re. 



Ed ucalio IlIin form allon 

I1 is tIw job of thw ElfjC\oral Commrssion QUe<;lm;land (ECO) to .m~Ule that people 
ervol and 'Iota m olcclions. To do thrs, tho EeO uses edUcation and awaranoss 
pmgrllms (e,g. postcards, ~ers and school v;,,~sJ_ 

11 "V1ia(;~J<tth8,ECQ da'ix:4tH Cfdfftilffltitfrfc ~t itS tm>Xa,gc.tJ.OOx;sto m yOOni}~?'; ". - "" ' 

New ideas 

In 2003, Elections Canada par!nered with Cable i'l !hl! C1I1Mroom to develop a 
new voter educatior, program forstJ,.o:1Emts, induding a contest chaA~ing peop:e 
aged 16 to 18 to cre;It" SO-second pulJlic ~"IV~ armounoomo;>nls 00 ~ideo telling 
1h!l~ poon;; why the damocfatic prOCG&S and voting anlimportan1. 

the Un~ed Kingdom Electoral CorrmiMioo's 'Do Po(lica' aims to Qel )'(lung 
pe<>ple irwolved in democracy. II may be accessed lIl: www_dgooldic~,co.uk. '00 
Pol~ics' cooducl$ wo:>1\shops and """,00;, and prOVid8S resourCes and hining 
across th .. UK lor young PQOPiIl. 

In Austrelia, the Youlh Electoral study (Yc;S) fO\llld that some inoontivos wOUld 
attract a fimt vole. YnLJr,,] peop,,", said a \in breAk or the use QI promolional rock 
coocerts woold 00 Ih~ must "jfec~w inC\!ntNO!S, but there was also ~~ ~lIppart 
for !he notion that ooonti'l&s ehollld not be nooded as voting is iI ruspcIlsibility 
that oomos lI'Ith citizenship. 

~ 6'fl.~{ Lrr:i-'., ''/rht)/;;Pci :?~ IV)Clt e ! 'f 
N('£ O(t"! cq la !..jaJf£1· "e'[1C7 C~d 
/the, ,jfj/& i't/;;d/i{ u'tJ;rYl/J:Ci7, 

, ,/ ,-,' 

Voter ~istrallon 

In Al.ntlo.lia. each per30n must complete an enrolment torm 10 register la vote. 

~ Ho~ oould'he EGQ mako it Vl1sicr for j'OlJIlg pcopflHO enrol ami b8CfJlfl9 
I!t /egtStered'o vo/tt? -, 

Ir ~omo GOUOtricz. reQistratiort is don0 by 1iIo govcmmonl so that peopte are 
automatic~ny rAg;stMeri wh"n they rP.arll voting age, An inlemlltlOOai repOlt by 
th", IMlitllt~ for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Youth Vet ... , Pflrticlpalion, 
"ugg~sts ~utomatic rllgislfation by thll QOw,nmtmt rath ... , Ihan it l>IJing a d\.Jly of 
each person tQ enrol. 

OI~r c"'mlri~s enable people la regi51er at a polling ~tation on """lian <lay. or 
on· ....... 

In Gan"da. EleCliDn3 Ganada l<lefltillCS people wNJ have lurncCl 18 ttn><lQ~ 
informafiM providfo<l hy. for "~"mr", lM r~" nfficp. find 'TIntor vehk:1e register..J. 
TIle Chief Electco'al Oflic~r wriWs to these peopJe to ask toom to em It.-:" th~t IMY 
ar!! "I!gibl\! to volg and coosoot to bll;;' ~ ir>cIlJood in !h", ~a!i<.xl~1 r"!:lj~t~i. 
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PoU;ng Malio",. 

In QueenslaCld, paling sla(iun~ ~Te u~ually 1"""lad in scllUoIs UT hab and ir" open 
b9twe .. n 8am alld 5pm. 

j, /fow ,could Ih~ ECQ mJ/{ ... it ~",r to{" YOlJrlg p«jpr9 t'I.l~ ,thell vof,,? 

~~~!le~ 

111 r"e<'ent Canadian alectioos. EJections Canada introduced more pob in lo<:~!ion ... 
to whjeh you"9 ~Iw havw easy ~ccess, such as ""ar ~tLJd<.ont r&sidE!rlCes and 
univ9r£ity mllghbourhoods. 

In Canada, poI~n(l3!ation~ IIr~ open lor 1.2 hour .... 

D~eg.'ltioos from the Australian Electoral Corwni."sion and ths VictO(i~n EJedo(.'I1 
Corrvn ission ob~ .. rvild lIillClronic voting procgsses at "Ioctiollil in 111" L.'SA, UK 
and Ireland botwccn 2QOO and 2002. The dclega,1Jons ()OIlsKIerD<l the different 
options tnat am aVaiabte. Ih!!ir advantag!!!l and disadvantages and haw eacn 
""tion would suit Australia's voting systems_ The delega1Tons lecomrn!\'1"od~d e­
vuting be made ~\r .. .ilab!" to cerlaifl clas,.e,. of VOWTS >ncJud[ng ""l",~ in Antarc!k:a, 
vot~rs In remole locations, voters with a disablJity and oVElrseas voters r~\j" 
WM'I.IIOC.QOV,auJ contenVWatlyplinQielectrpojc report/ingexNm Md 
\Y\W!', eec ,oov ,avl cpolenllwt! at'y() tin g/F -,,<>tin g r~porj_pdf\ 

A r"",\iIl1 r~od ut ~l" Viduri<m ScrutillY 01 ALis and Ragulaliuns COinmitt~, 
Vk.1ori;m Eilocrromc D9mocroCjl. considered (llooIronlc votlnq. It lliICOIMWldsd 
Ih.:it Victoriall electiens should net be eol'lducted remotely ~iD. information and 
ecmmunieatlOlls lechrlolog'ie3 in Ih~ Mar fulure, blll identffied the tollol'iing key 
advantllO"" <If "'m<>fO!ll.'(>!ing sy~tem5: 

MSY aCCMS lor travellers and di ... abled peopl/!: 

providing an interface 101 other lechnologie8 such as 3()reen readom, Bruille 
compUtel~, m~g~lier~ or AlterMtiv", nAtll entry "y"tem~: 

anowill(llor th~ eMy and cheap distribution et ballat pap~ r3 in ditferent 
",ng""O"~; 

in~tarn~neO\J~ proce""ino: and 

aliow:ng voters to BcceM a wide rlmO" nI 01l1er intormation whik! cMsideril'1g' 
and casting the .. vote_ 

~ (I r~·,f) i' f' «,;" '/10/"" /-,- (IU,,--_ !L __ __ ,i!->L:_,,:jL\l. __ :I',~/(!Cj/) 
"',"1 """/1/',..-1 ;'~" ,"("-'(',/",,","~ ( ti,_: - L-L~ _"---LL_~l .. Le~,-'-i'----_,'>L(~", __ ' ----

" 'r':','.')',·) 1-_0 
f_,,<" "'" 



Adv~"ce voting 
Curron~y 10 QUe<;nslMd, if you Cilfl'1 vote at your noarellt po~ing booth on 1I1e day 
of a ~!.at'" el~ir>n. ~pe<:i"l arrangemenllS can be made fnr you 10 eest your \/Ole, 
~lril il'> by ~ lIOtin~ in pen;0I1 or postal voting. Th"sli options a,,~ ~vailabl9 
in only !lOlnO clrcumSlances - for examp19, ~ you; w~ tit; interstate on po~i.,g d~y; 
have e. disability; or CM't vote on thet day booaui!e ofreiigious beliefs. For 1urlhor 
infclImalion. see www.eca.gld.gov_ilu . 

., oaYjjii.tfi#l'(~jit'p;ig~(J wotiId ji<;t!!ilW~YxXiiJldiJg:SJ:):a_t tm';ime in I" dirJ,;·ifffi/#Jff1;Jd'/9 :..,p,:,ro_~"e(er.'ti6n, i;WiIhOQChavwitiJii':m.eE1t ,c.u;i: speidaf 
CondItf~to:ariso?:- ,:,,' " '<!' 

Newtdeaa 

In the UK, po~u.! 'l'Jting (s avail .. l>je k.> &rlY ~[igibl .. volllr on ,,,,,ues!. A ~'1rs<:>l maV 
apply for postal IIOting lor a particular Qlectlon, for El Cllrtain pgriod ,of ~mv or for <ill 
fu1urc olOGtions. 

To faciitate voting, the state golll'lmment coold declare ~ day nf" sl1ll11 ",~ion 
.. public holiday ur sd,wul .. an .. led""" for '" clay other !hall a Saturday_ 

In Mum. d elOOtronic voOflg were to be introduced, lor example, ~ nood not bG 
neoessaJ)'fo hlll/e an 'election dlly', with a~ voles cast on the ~me day, Votino 
COL-id Ia~ place. for !'Jxampis, over;m 'eillctioo week'_ 

" LfYi/(); :Ji((J: l-?/b(:'~ }V)//(:i(7/!~ r , 
',---,-, L/, ___ _ 

Close of rolls 

CtJrrently, after a state election is called, p~1e have bet .... een 5 a~d 7 d"Y" la 
regist..- to 1101,;,. 

0{)d~ IIlif*._-~~WY~ be di!H~~~aQfI(j!!)fiern,"'as' ril ;r.pro#lJJTity 
j(i ID ~1)fQl afl..r.m flii'dioo.Cj,c;;UIoo? -". 

NIIW kjem: 

Prior t" th" ?004 federal election. the Sper;ial Minister of St~!'" Cr;" Aoo!Z 
proposed tilal: 

tho olectoral roll be CKlGod to new votors 011 too day the eloclion wrilS would be 
issued (usulllly the day the election is ~nnolln::ed):.end 

~r.. wisl,;r>g tu <:h,,"~e 11",;r enrolml>"l d"t,.ils be giVlln thre.. day. to do so_ 

This pmposal did no\ pIOC<lO'd as it was not supporl,;,d by the non-goverrr<r:enl 
partiijs, 

~ .,ff~<· 



Fixed election day 

In Que~""I,,mJ, UlI;!f~;~ no fi,'l;",d \llectkm day fur Sl.ilt~ eWions_ 

A fixed ~i\!(:liun d>ly could "li<.>w impro.>liW civi<;~ education COI.XSBS, mock-el~ton~ 
and olhm strategies encouraQirlg young people's engagaroonllll'ith elocli<.,. tu be 
planned in advance (~ ee Milner). For example, El tixed election any ..wuld allow 
civics educalors tQ plan and condoct their courses in paraUaI with an I'!lecfian 
camp .. i!1l. 

Iil- D.;J)'tIU. think impfl)liw r;iv~ €!CwilfJonl$ Io! 'worfilwhiM reasoofor gawmml!1ll 
nl to consider 11 M3fI!}e to tfxed ferm electiOlls?' , 

NeW idea. 

In OUlillillsland, 919c1ioos 10r lil bcallloVllmment il,UttlUr~i~s are geoorally hO!!ld 
e~erv four years on the last Saturday in March. 

~ 'V I yt., le • -,~) I 

i'. - ';' ',',',." F ,,) I; I " ( ,_ "C-.'OiCicL,C' "C'~_ 

New voting system 
1~ Q'-"'en~"In<i. R sy~tem cl optioo1!.1 p'ef"''''''!lial voting is ~",d. A lact Sheet abool 
'OPV' is iva~able irOlll: www.M_gld,gov_au. 

Do yoolhin/t; young.pet>pJe would hemore)ikely.ln vat" if tMvDliil(J system 
was <:IIfJIIgOOW If!iJ,1 .:atididatw runnlng(X1l.,wtul6SINO of parlktrlJr inl ~~ 
10' young people wero-rrl<H'e" lrr<eJy IfJ get"elGCtooand /liI"" "" 'voice In 
piU!iamenl? ' 

N",w id~M 

" 

Appondlx D oonto.inc (l, rovlcod vorolon ot 0. PQpor p".p~,<>d fur "n HlqU;r)', !-I~nd~ 
(7l Parliament. by tho Legal and Cormtitutional Committoo of the pr\lvioo~ 
PalWamant. It provides 1Il1onnatioo about our ~oting syatem (lnd wa~ it might be 
ci1angl!d 10 pro";oo mole div~ity in cMOda!~~ wI1n m ighl t<'I elected, 

As in QU6¥nsl.md, lhll voling \:y\:llIm in the UK makB~ il wry d~r:cult 1(1[ 
oanClidates Irom milor parliO& 10 Qel elected, In May 200(1, ~QIT1I;l 50\),000 ~cllOOi 
sludenl~ in the UK II{)led in It mocK election 10 coinoiac v~!Illho general ell:lCtiom;. 
Ttoe ~I, ident.~ \I(lt~ d for Ih~ actual <?ndid/lte .• _ ThP. resul15 show~d thEll tMe 
slooo;mts wer¥ attrOlCw.-J 10 part;~ which ran candidates 0<1 c ~ rtflin ;';SLJeS; Far 
e~amplQ, .tud.mls who IlIlt passionate about thv envirUPTr'''''ll voted le<" the Gre~n 
Pony. Despito falinQ to have n ain<;llc cand<date returned In tne gem.ral elsclioflS, 
the Green Party spcumd 4.S out 01 e po~~ible 349 ~eatB in the mock electron. 

PrQportion~1 repr~s~nlation voHIlg, which is u~ed fur Senate ~lectioos ,n Au"'tr"" .... 
pro~ides greater apportL.lnily lor mii1O/' pMies to Win seats. 

,_\ ,-
( '"., .. ".-) . 'j. ; . ·--·r . 



VOllng qe 

In AuStralia. yllll muM hi'! 18 yfJNS (lld ~ vot ... The minimun voting OI.\jeio oIrM 
",,"mtrioM ranges kom 15 to 21. 

Theminlrnum IJ9'l'S se! by U. ....... 101' otiIOIf ~ ar9 11G1&(I In .~.,.ndb 8. 

~ ~~~)Igl>_~~.til/lj~"t.6.~'?'- ' Wl1Y.p.IiIfi1~'1Iw 
I:l ~~sliU';GiW;~~er"ItIO'~'~bd~ 

N!li! !Oo~3 

In A~III 2004, foUowing a plOlOCt on the ago of olectoral majoritY. the United 
Kl'I~om Electoral Commi:;$lon recommended that the mlnllTll.lf'!l IlQI! tor alleVflifl 
DllIOIing In publl:: election! in thol UI( r1'lm31n at 18 year~ 10' the tme being The 
UK !:lecToral Commissoon advise<!. howuver. !ha! if ~~ to r.mdoIrtal<v a 
It6tl-.IormiaI fl!'Yiolw ot the minimum vo:t'>g age wlltiin a lurttlot live 10 SO;.en 
)'it,,", /l8flCOU'aggc;l the lIoYemmcnl to oonsKlaI inllie.llng 11 ...r.der «Mew 011M 
age 0I1'1\aj01i!y. 

11'12000, . report 00 dlang;ng social arI<l koyal fr~' IQ! young A\lilra!iam 
!ound tha!, ~spiI" ~om(I ;nHllul in {;'tttl!'.g mol"91rNo111G'd In lnelr community and 
i"l9<JV"""1T1W\1 dwcl&kln-maKI'lO proe=~ . young people were qu~e reluctant IQ 
claim tM r1ght aM ro~p0fl3ltrililY 01 having the vole )IOUfI(l'It tllJ!In at lIQO 1 B. The 
1!'I~0fiIY (7-4%J at young people I n~ in the Nlsearch sllld that they were oot 
!eadv 0<" int&re$ted in getting 1n\OOlYOO;n kIn",,1 palili~1 prQCN.>es 5<.<:h as "cliny 
bflori! they were 18. T~r par~ts agrood, ~ a majOf1ty (6' %) sug.gestillgthat 
ywng PfIoOp/v 111111 noI maMa etIOUOh (IfI!j I)CIlIllere ~lo\! " V(llJng belore ItIey an': 
18. aI'IO tI3l young P90P1Il WIder 18 haveolMr ",_e.- ,,",cnnln:rd ar.dcon1OOd 
.... 111 t_ CM5lI'I. Fbge1".!01d and RodIa). 

eo"..,uIvtKy \/O~ wa; IntrOd\.'C«I !rI QuO<.ln~land n 11)14 Qfld by the 
CoImoonwootth Irl 1924. A.aset1.c.II by Mi~r (publlsl'led In CIVil: /Jf"mcy; How 
tlforrncfj Citizens Milks lJemocftlc), Worl;, lJnivl!r1lily Press of "'~ Fngland, 
Hal\OWlr, 2002) indk:~lf'!' that !ne elloc! cl. inlroducing cum,"" l~ory v~ jnll in 
~LJII!r"'i" w~s 10 bring aIxlu l il23Y, 0 ......... 11 incr801$g In VO,lt1g. 

--------~' -------------

Ed\lJ:3t1on In schocb 

11'1 0ue8l'l$lencl sctooo/s, lhefftll\ M .~ called 'civic$ ~ucation' or 'citizeoship 
eduI".IL, ...... '. Primary and lv<''OIlclaty ~1\.klw1"' le .. n about <Rmocr<lCV, including 
palli;lo:n""', lI"""'f'mom t <If1Cl eleoCliOl'll. ill a n\llT1bct' 01 drttcl(:tl\ $\l.bjOOI$. Studcnw 
allio ixperlence oomocraoy at Jct\ool. lor I!~~mpl~ througn e l9djon~ for ~ool 

counc~ members llI1d'or ~choollML'II!r3 

EducallQn about democracy 
flddotiCMI eouclltio'lal opp:lrtLm~ifI.~ rp(rw>lm to c..-nocracy inc luck< ' 

, 



vi1litlllo IhfI OlH!ensl~nd Parli~menl, or 10 ~ r~gior;~1 ~t\lng of the Queensland 
Parliament, and edocational activities provided by Parlianwntary Education 
S~fVici/S; and 

electoral e6uc1\tion activities <'.OnnlJCten by the Au~trl'\~an Fleetoral Commi!l.'lOO, 
slJCh as school vis ~s, 

Fer slugllnlS 

11 ~=~zr,;a;dm;~~U qn~OYWil~n~OU :fJamt .about or 

WIilt' more; coU':f ,,~ 00 . .tatmcatJr.J!19.y.;>u to :Va!tJe democracy Md 
p/Vpaf9YOU SbjJjMt',rw ariJ' IWti ~fi:Nin9d ,and c,mr.dim! 8l;>:M 1iIl)g<lging'it, 
a~oor.JCY? 

For teachel'll 

~ l:1ow:dch' )ipiJi'ir~ ~ffl;':'di.ditb-.:tiJ(~/in,y;'11M~ .d~6y? 
I!t ffd!.vciit/kf ~fs b8wtieiJJi?P<'iW ldfmg'a§lj:frri1~·' '. . 

New 9<as 

In p:eviou3 inquirie~, tho Legall'lnd Conslrtutionl'll Committee and the Legelllf'td 
('..M"'~"tional CnmmittgeS of the 49th and 50lh Parliament~ have mane 
rocommandations about civic~ ~ducation in Oue~nslalld, Similar 
rOCOrrlllWldiitions have oolln madG by many other Auslraian b<Jdills in r8CWlt 
years. A list cf som~ cl Ih<mc recommendations is set out in appendix C, 

Th'" Constitl~ional Cemre of Western Australia WM el;tablWled 10 eoc.nuraoe 
peopio> or all "'!l"~ 10 team about the W .. stllrn Austral"", ..,...ilical s)"Ol .. m and how 
10 aCllv(liy paltlelpat(l io It. II eHers Olsplays en the CensU1U\len and aspecls ef 
cilizormhip and political history. The Electoral Educn~on Conlre is Iocaled wilnio 
the ~arTlll'! complex. "'nd provido'!~ int"rad",,, programs allowing p!lOPII'> le C!l~t a 
vcte, d45COVl>r !roe OfiginS 01 oomocracy alld under~larld Mow the VO~r1!l ~)lStem 
works (~"" Wlvw.<;c .. ntm,wa.Q<!v.a[J(ndex.hlm), Programs, pre~lIflleJ J1 WlAy>i 
which engage young peep le, am alsa cOlKlucted for sehool SIUd<lnl£ vi>iting lhil 
Comw, TcnohGr resource ki13 comp!omenl each proornm. Reseurce boxes on 
~l'Irious topics are avertable 10 ~chool~ in remote areM. In I'Iddifion, Ih~ 
Constitutional Centre ha" de~eloped an 'Out Reach Program' wh k:h ;"\l('jlve~ a 
"'lIWOlk or be .. 1 pQO~1e in ,uml ~nd ... ,nut .... , .. ~s cl W""l<i!rn Australia rroviding 
progr;;em; \0 stOOllms tn tOOS(I areas, Soma programs arll spoc~ic 10 Indigenous 
comrnun~iO(). 

A Givir_~ ~nd ali~"n&hip Fdocation Wf'b~i!e (whir'''' incnrp<lr"t"~ a pr"viau~ 
'D;"cov"'i'>g O ... nocfiilcy' w...usiw) is " ....... civband:oitiLj!nshio ... <lu .au. 

'KKls Votlflg USA' re a national non'profrt. non'partisan or .. ani~ation IMlleacoos 
Sludent~ abolJ! citizen~IHp. civic responsibility, domocmcy aoo poI~Iical 
flN1ic'r~tion. T ogelhGr wifh cI~ssroco-n activities, students are providl'ld wt h ~n 
opport ..... ity 10 casl a 'Kids Voliny' ballot 00 "Iection <Jay, ~rK1 It • .,y vul<l COl Ih .. 
same oancJdates and issues as adults. ~ 2004, 1 ,5 m~Uon Slud£onts t l.J'ned 0:.11 \0 
vo:e fer presidentiul. local aoo 3tate candidates. Areas with a Kids Vetillg USA 
progr~m haVp. showed a vClting r"t~ fer 'eg<lt"'~rllfl year ()1d~ whjr,h L. 14% 
hiSh.or than ror nuo')JOlrI i<: ip"Ii,-.g ~, .. as, S"" ,vww.kidwctif\9usa.orQ/ 

A~ pelf! ef the Kids Veting USA SOlVieO, 'DoublcCnck Domocracy' (,cc 
)'I\\'\'t,llkhy9lioQ y3Q,o,gIQpubl~Gli9!1"'t'O.§~o) w,,~ deV1',I"p~d 10 n low otudonlO to. 
p~ rticipat"" in an al~~enj ", wClting ,,"XperiellC>e u5i"3 a w"b-b~sed vo~"!J ~y~,,.m 
'n " unlin e lIa!lots r .. plk:at .. th(l ""ncicla[es and iss.",s ~""~" vcts rur, and pru'Ikt-



PolitiCIII pllrliell 
TM 2004 Ynung Au5lr",!i1ln of the Year, HlJgh F""'ns, h",. ~(Jg<J".,ted that yooog 
peopIoi! feel shut out 01 rnair1SlIe.u" party pulitb. 

The former Queensland &81e Youth Advisory Cound loId t~ committM th",! the 
;\;S0JeS; addr!!ssed by poJiHcal part;!!s, partio;ul,,,,ly at "Iaclion !!rne, arll d"min~l,.d by 
[MSe r,,!IIl/ant 10 O!Cler people aoo our agerlg popU!aMn. 

New;leas 

Or A.riado!! Vrom»n, a locturGr altho Unlw[l;~y of Sydnoy, rI/searches 'fO'-I"'9 
poople and politics. She wr~es tIlm, 'The onC area Of participation that remains 
low lor you~g people, and mooed far most Auslrll.MI1S, i~ memoor3hip 01 pol~'i::al 
parties. Rather than labg/'ng party membership docline as apathy, wtJ ought tn 
"'*' how ul'lappo~~ng pol~ic;ol parties havQ b~omQ. And it is up to ~;trties tu 
fr.volv" a new generation. Thj.s micht i10t bel by way of larm~1 rn<lmbershia: 
~tead, Pll.rt~~ might CMSu/t young peorle M i~S""'3 relevent to thulivft3' (soo 
Vmmen). 

In the US, a nationwide study 01 youth attitLJdcs fOUild that yOUllg pe<:ple were 
active In theircommoo~;e~ but net concerned about politic3. As an olltoome of 
I~"'f ~tudy. a shalegy 8dopled to re·connect youth to democrl>Cy i~ th.t. during 
..... d ."'[l c~"'paiyn., !h .. ", ~d;~ off..,. youth"mod~ '~ta! e • .,yJid" t .. cJ<>IJ"lo>~ ( ..... 
Natlonsl Association Of Se<:rctnrics of SUIlO). 

/ 
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Politicians 
Many research studies in Australia and internaiionally reveal that YOUn<;J people am 
cyni~al O!Ibout \hP. OOhaviour nf rnliljdan~_ 

1» How can politicians lh~elve3reslore lJ1e faith at young people i" 
l!, demrxracy? 

Dr Ariadne Vromen says that pOlitiCians on'Yoonslder young people when they 
pre~Mt II problem; IhIIl )"""'9 p"np]e tend In bfo ta~d about r~lh~ thM talked 
wnh; and that you"l.l people's perspectiv"" are rarely included in public debi'!t,,_ 
Dr VrolT"'" suggests that what is needed i~ direct evidencll ul yourtg paop!e's 
IIxpgrlenc9S and arguments based on such e'lldenoo (soo Vromoo). 

In the United Slate~. Canada and the United KiilQdom, where votin~ i~n't 
crrnpul'orJI. it ha5 been 5nown that contact v~th polit <:oal pa rtie~ ~nn candidates i;5 

an impor:ant ""lllo,,,1 uI '!I"I-uul-UKl-vut",' st'~I\lyiiilS. FoIk"wing Ih .. :20!l1 British 
gerl~lfal elec!lon, tha UK Electoral Commission !demitted a lac~ 01 canvi ssi!lg by 
poI~icians B3 a fiXely rellBon tor dlSSlltlslllctlOO (IlrKIlow lurnoLl1) amono limt-timo 
voter~_ 

"'."'_1 ''r/-" I. ;; hi '!,-77'o ·iI, • /r/d 
,(Ol_/lli"". I -I /"L"It/ ,"'UfU 

Being heard 

While ~OlJng people m~y be tum"rl off poIitic~ ~~ it currMtly op<!!raie~, many 
studie. and surveys have fWlld t~at f'll./!1g people are v"''Y interested in pditica! 
issuE'S important to lt19m. Thll chalklnqll for QOvgrnfllllnts i~ 10 ~"~~gll wHh y<lL.'lJg 

people, and the lim! lhinQ lhm f'lunQ people nny is tI1at lhay want la be heard. 

!i) HaW) YD!! used any of lM Qovernmenl oppo!1unitles 10 ~olce your opinions 
I!' about issues? HowefflX1Ne was II"! 



New ideas 

In Western Australia, the Cillies and Citizenship Un,i in the Department 01 Premier 
and Cabin~t ,.jms to \lflhanc8 dlimocracy in that itat .. through civk:s lilCluc;alioo 
:md the promotion 01 an actiYlJ c~i~ertY. The goal is tl community mere nU 
Westem AlJ.~traJians 8r" ,,~Iued as c~;ren.', where \hI!}' pl~y a .~igndicanl: raJe in 
setting policy priedies and when. they h<i'lp shapil the nature of their society (soo' 
WWW.citil\ln~~id.lpv.au{). 

Dr Ar~ooe 'Iramen "ugge~t$ Ih~t, ''YounO flP.OP'" have'a hroart rMge of 
...:onomic. social, alld poijtical expe,ie"ces' amJ th;,,1 WOI rtee<J 10 'create inclusive 
kmns of Qov8miI.rtC8 that racognlse and buifd upon dltlerGrtt ways of makinll 
oommunitics. Thoso in power nood to !Glen to ~ounc people moro, and \IOun\! 
peopIe'a diverM views and experieoc"s r...ed In b<o artiClJlated On th~ media: (~ee 
Vromen). 

~ ~¥), .. 

New ideM 

In 2003, th" Cammlesloo for ChUdre!l and Young People was IrN~OO to participalOl 
In a oomminco for the development of a spons and rooreation facility for ~ng 
people 00 P~!m JSI~fid in North QlIMn.>land_ The ('...omm~sion undtlrlined the 
importaoce af the committee aski"9 ywng people what rheywanted. The is.we 
IClf ti'Ii! Cornm;~.iort w;<~ not ~o much "how do WIl involve children if, Ihe fJuilding 
of tnis TaWII)r 1XIt ratl1er ilOW GO we "er Ute raCil/ry me CnHClren \¥amr. 

In 2003, in P~"amatla On Sydney, "YntJth Jury Pf"'"erlt~ young r..&op/e with 
pr~r.1j""'1 opportunities to leam and djSC\J5S the diverse intel8sts and conr.em~ of" 
wid,. variety ut yoll"lg !>"op!e across the Par;drn;<tla f9gion. Partkip .. nts loiarned 
~bcut teamwork, neg()llari()11 SkiMs and the powers 01 government, ThlE g~abl~ 
t~em to form roO ~Sli<} rco()mmendaMns 10 SL/Pport the noe<ln of the coIlocti\le 
)'Outh 0/ I'lIrramlltt~. 

Tho aim of the Youth Jury w~s to assist w~h Mdging r~cilll intolerance and 
C!Jlluf~1 ciiversily amooo young people of Parrllmatla 

rh~ recornmenMtion.~;i th6 Youth JlI<Y wern aim~d al ~ey oov~rn"""'t and 
community ofg«nisatiol1s uf Pilrrarn~tl~. 

, 



TI!lKini action 

Young people want 10 tIfl actively invnl\ied in demor:f~cy_ Voling at elections is only 
OI)@ way of being iwoJved ill a democr.lic society, 

~ 'Miich-Of the foJlowing activiti.-.s hail(> yOu cameo o!.JI, r:ii. wooklyr'!l1likll to cany m. oot? -

MIIIliW 

~oIunle8ring 

lniliating or panioipaling in a local )'Quth P<<>i<>o! 

11~ljatill!i (j, "9'irlII a petilion 

Mending a (amy C>r prote3t 

Taking p~n In a .t""~ 

Baing ft m<!mMrol " roIitio.ol par1y 

~"'ng ~ mcmt)<)rot 0 trade ~rIion 

Il<>ing a "",mOOr 01 ~ otuc,konl ""ion 

Il<oing ~ member 01 ~ oonijOvemment 
or~a"j,...1ion ",,;,kh 1obI'~ S"wmm..,l ( • . 9. Th. 
Wild~ Sooioty, Atonoaty inlom<lliollol , 

t"_ , ,,,~c ... ) 
C(>(I/a<:>,,ing a poNUOian or local govQmmOl1t 
councilor 

PaM!cipating in 3. Youth P~r~.m~nl 

ElIIing inw!ved in a Youth Council 

BQing in\lOlWd in ~ org~rriSaMI1 wtliOM $9Qks \0 
'"rr~""nl thfo v;"w, of Y<>Ul'l\1 ~opl " (~_~_ Young 
Aus!n.rian 1'[,.-<01 Nel,,,,,k) 

Ho"" """~ W<tUId I;~ to 
N or~) d~ 0011<) 

0 I;;:J, 
u '" r, Lv' 
0 G15 " 
Le Q 
C] dJ 
0 ~ 
0 r1i 

0 d 

," 0 

0 rti 
[] [1J 

U 8 

Young people say that to ca engaged in demooracylhey ne~d thirlgs such as; 

in/()rmation: 

opportunitie. 10 activily !?ng~ge in diillocracy; 

an idem aboLJt wtlat can bo achieved realistically: 

aCCGS& to 100 int<Koot, photocopiGrs, g\c, 

l11la( as.sjsl .. r~ O£ <mCQ<lrag"rrltml do you nf;!ed from govemml!f11 la tak~ 
action about thfl isSUflS VOU 1001 paSSion«tfl aboot7 

New j!lea3 

Brisbane Cily CUlln<:it tra~ Oev"lopW 'Visil>!" h rk', d _bsil8 whkh allo",~ YOLJng 
people to have a say in the Council's pmgrams. Th~ websile c()<lt"ins "ir-,rnat" r 
aML1I how YO lX1Q p~Opi~ CM havQ their ~ny, cvoots (or young pacplll, 1ir1~s to 



_v 
res<JiJf'CY$ and a 100utn 'ItVtIugllwtli:l'l yooog poople can elq)l'ess trier opinDM. 
TIll! Co~ ha:l a.l30 provideot:l young people III'ilh Ilr'U lI a!'OU:1d BrisbaN """ere 
'hey can come \o(jII!Ih.erlo ~l and O(~ise lICtr;i~"5 and proji'Ctlo 01 ~lerwl 10 
hem, The, ... _as arll .~nlblw 10 young people and woll ree;0UIW(l (500 
IVWW. *ib 1"-in!\,pr.Jl{). 

The Victon"", Govern ment pro:Iucad 11. I"",<.t>ook tor)'O\ll19 PGoplG OIIl1ow !My 
can create OOiOl9V In ttwlT QOIIImunlty, The handbook prOYldos 3ugge3tions on 
how young people can \lot IlClMl on li. project IMyf~ pII~~ionMe aM\.rt, Md how 
tley cm implement IMt prC\i1lCl (MI& ...... l!9!I!~ vy Wo' asip<l!VD'Psh.-r:np;!ll. 

The FOlmd4llioo Ior YOUf1!J Aurilfallallll Is a nOl'tilNM orgnni:::ltlon d<t>jiC.:lted 10 -
de ...... tPng inllOWtwe .nIti3!ivts -.at suppon and empower YOOOO peooIe aQl!'(! 12 
m 25.. TIle FcUf\Ol;luon prOVlOc" ~!Ilrdno tor ideall. pII'JIIICIively _u.,... 
ILnOIng 10 .'I~ ",iliNi.,., and help" !ha (~io!ots ~t,uctu ... ttwrnsvtws to 
~iWf>" ~ $uslaina\lilily. EaclI !/VIII",!ha~!Ioo'I man&gel; e portIOlioel 
I}faIlIs Iolltdiflg .t)wt ~ mll lon.. AI IM'''' 25% oIlOCll1 crant \uno"", .. dadi<:_ la 
iniliatiwlr ,pooIfloally OO:;igned to ~tit yoong Indigenou, AuWah tl$ (_ 
'!I'/'Nf, 'lOll! gall aIm I ;oo",om). 

) '- , 

New idea" 

The Y ncth n...-.lnr~1 9 !<.Ody (Y~SJ fOl.J!'d U';l.t I'''r .. ~l~ "'" r"'9 .. ,,;1~ t>y YQUnQ 
pl!<>pI~ a ~ the moll! impor'-'n[ , ou!"C" Q( ilformation aeOI.l1 votlno, T~IG .... SiOn and 
Il(IWS~P<lrs alii the rKl)tl most Important, however YOrJno poople VlOW tlle~e latter 
SOOIC\liO ..... Ith :;;ome Soo,PuoI3m. , 

"< .JitJ;} oaf L (I 11(1 M! ((Ufi:qeJik _ 
(:fxu /J 0ne<: ____ .. :'. _____ _ 

~ / ,I - ~-.----

~ What nW <'iln nVf1'[plIfif1"IJ~[ fCUl1d:J!lons IX oommuIfily OIf1C~ pKly 
I!' in !J!1I-ti~ yot.Itlg pccplo ootiVe 6f1a ;,voJvlld lVitll dM)ocr.!I:Y? 



Ii~illlnd In th il ir OO lTVT1l.lrl iT1eS. Young people are e.ctlve l ~ involved in the 
d\l'/e!O\lmenl and delivery 01 ftll tile Foundtttoo's ;" ~"'tivl\'!! , 01"<' ,"~~t"", 
''''';INow' , !$ 9 wel,).ba,ed Sl!fVice I~ will pn:.,~ )'OIJrlQl/"IOpiro wi:h >n:otm .. liQn 
lIJ'\d wppon OIl Ilow they C¥l ~ome inYol:v!Id In I6Wf;l$ 01 oauses In tOOiI 
f;"tJITl.'TIuni':y tnal lMy are oassion3.1C aDOllL 

• V~"$ Vooth Ser«.es is 9 vduolee,·based. llOI'I1',oIil yOItII. nlydja ;uuJ training 
ntQ¥Iis.a~on ... hid . ~ \'OUfl'l ~ aQlld OOI'ffllan 16 ana 30 IIIItl an online 
bum t"ough whId1 tley can GOOCl{;~ I rI!OOlla~oo on a ran~ 01 !O;llO:l, pe.rtrci~te 
in dlsous9ioM with other young peopI$ ~nd bec-.om .. ",,,",,Ived in t~ .. :<mange of 
il'l'ormatlon with othl!r )IOllllg people Isee ""W_V;M,.,;r~ .~, Ro<c~ "t ir1 ili .. li ..... s 
include 'eIeeliooTrad>t!' ("". WWW.lIlactiOl1trac!\w.D!!tIl!iIlwhlchsant young 
peopa.. uut on tt>e Cilmpalgo !ra.Il as reporters n the 2004 Fccleral election. These 
rvport$ wl.l1e l.tiised bysix r~ afe.tion~. SI:JS and AlOe news, 

Tbe US Ad CourllS III lIOl11lrolit otganisation which Pf<XlUCfl. distrilM"" ",od 
Pf'lI'I\dfs public servicllO:Mlj)a'llrQl on a fiJ\Oll 01 issI.Iec. 10. 1 __ c:a.~, 

'F9tW- Ua."""II.IiftGm'. foe> "NO on k'rIllIO'MQ yo...n oM:: ~lMIIt aid >10'.« 
~clp:ollon. It InvoIvod taIOvIslolllI.I'Id rrul~ ad3 aimed at r;etlag youno: peqllll 
II'WOIYOd In !I;~\IC$ they Cdre allOl.t, voIuntee<ing "nd ""ling (_ 
W'Iffl !lgntmonMQ!!;n i~m mo) . 

'Rock th e Vo ilil" is a non.p r\lfit Qrganlu.Hon wt\lch aims 10 angage yo ullg people in 
tilt pr.;IItk:a1 pr~~ 111 the Ul'lltad StatCfl and draw a,ttCl1tion 10 i8SUe$ of concern 
to you.n{j peepb. It coorclino.tU Y014I r f.trlllion crilie5 and edox:/tIlOn !!ftorls In 
on::;ur(l young people ~en::io, ... Ill .. " nom 10 1I00e _ VOU1h ~I\"ra i$ haralSSOO .., "the 
promolinfl nl il$ campaigr>S. maoy of ...n:ctl /,,;oturv l riyh prull ot Cltleboilil'S ir>CIud~!I 

muticlan3, aclol~, .. thlR\v(; and corneai-. III the 2004 GI$CIiOI\&. 1.2 millon 
~ :0010: advalllaQe 01 the OtQlll\iMllOI'l':l Oflme voter feQIStrlI1Dll ladlty, ,,~d 11 
IuMor 200,000 fetpStered lIS flPft/I 01 the Rod< !he VrU. n",~ To,," ~fOSS "'" 
CCI.M111')' f&ee www,<X".kltt,,'I2It.gom\ 
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y,,:d,tti.VL(£ -for " .. (,(k!~v-..g a ~l.("~"A~S;.ii.ovc 

There ill. n<l ~et form 10( a ~ubmill.~Oon to th~ co:nmittee Subm~ion~ ma~ be m"de ~ing 
the hquiry mspons .. f<.>l'm Of ill!h<il form 01 a Iriltl\jr, a substantial paper ora short 
documem aoo they may inc~oo app(lndklcs, Submissions may cor,l:lin facts, opinions, 
e.rgtrnent~ 1I.~d recomm~nMtioo!; for actOon. Th" m()!;t us"jul "I.lhmi~s.ioI1~ are 10 m e 
point 

The committae would prefer written submissions. but will also accept suOmission5 on 
audio 1"11". For writt,,1l submissioni, typ9d or printlXl twXt is prlil'<ilrabl .. , thouyh k!gill~ 
hand-Written submlssions arc aCceptable, Numoorcd pages and. tor submisslons 111 
exooss 01 ~o pal/el!, Et brief ~l1mm2ry Md a tIlble of contents is Illso helptu!. 

1\11 submissions must ir1elude the name IlIlCf c()n~ detailS 01 the person making tho 
~ubmis~ioo. Those m~g a ~ubmi~~''lI'l on behaff 01 'In organi1siltinn sIlruld indicllte at 
what level the ~ubrnis"ion has been aulhoris@d(\I9suJ:>..cQrnmittee.presidoot.chair, "Ic.). 

Pub/<: offi<".<"tI"S may mah submiss;oos as priv<ile individuals. However, if rlllerence is 
mad<> in il submission tu !.hei, "Hidal p<I~~ion, it sll<>vId alsu Lx! made d~ .. , that !ha 
submissioo ill mad .. In a private capaolty. SubmissPons from govammoot d8~rl!minl$ 
should be authorised in acoordanca wilh oormal departmental proc(ldure. 

Content and relevance 

A :lubm~:lion may cover S,,",e or ill nfthe i.~~",,~ r~ i5eri in the respon~e lorm. I1 wood be 
helpful ~ stbmissb ns cle2r1y stated whk:h issues «rlt bei"9 addressed 

The commit1ee'~ usual pr<Xledure is to pl.lblicly release and table SUbmi!;SIonS in 100 
Legislaliva Assembly, Not all I;ubmissions wlJ noceSSilrily bo putltish .. d a[l~ lilL>kld. Th" 
(lommltloo reS(lr\les the right to not PUb~()/l er 1ablc confidontial submissions, or 
submissions wIlich ere ~relevllnl, contain ocurriloUll or defllITlatory materia), or are 
otherwise nnt suitahle for pub~shiog. The commit1ee will infoon you if it d«.iOOs n"tto 
accept, or not 10 aulhor;'; .. th@publicil.lioo ot,)IQ""- ~ub<"is~\l". 

Contidentl .. llty 

Tho committee anempts to oonaUOl Its inquiries in the most opan way possible. HOWilYGf, 
jf you b<llicvo that your submission (or part ol~) should not be maM public. Cloarly write 
'conlidential' on Mch page and. in" brief cn""ring letler, explain why yOU" :lubmlsslOO 
.~houH be treated confidentialy_ The cam mitt .... wi. th"m consider your ' '''lllP'"t fm 
cOIllkl .. ntiillity. 

UnBulhorill9d Release 

Once th(l commrtlCe r!lCaiVDS a submission, it bc!:omcs committoe property and ,tlould 
not be pub~sh6d W~hDl.t th8 committee'~ authorisatioo. r'ubliClltion of a submission 
w~hout the ~ommitt",,'s auth",is<ilion meanS that that putk <ltion is not protocl .. d hy 
pil:ffiatllarllary privil~ and may ~molJ<lt tQ Ol c()fltarnpt of Pdllillm""I. 

BRISBANE OLD 4000 



Submission~ close on Wednesday, 30 November 2005 

Extensions to the closing d~le m~y be given. If you Med more time 10 makee 
submission, or ~ you req~ire further information, contact the committee's secretariat on: 

Tp.lephone: (07) 3400 7307 
Fa..:: (07) 3406 7070 
Ems.: &src@oar1iampn/,a1d,gcy.<Iu 

Copie3 of this. paper and all other pWljcat ioo'l s by thOil LeQal and Constitutional Committe ... 
arw a~allabl~ on the Intlimit viII the oommittoo's hOO1i page at: 
'J/W'!!. pa!"am(lf1t .ald, oo\l.oulcQmmittcc~J\cQ(!1 rcy,/) tm 

Nam~ ." .)../;':.\"\L\, :1 ""'" i: l~~~ J ",) ]"}",, "',. ,.""", ""."""". '" .. 




