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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE
ENGAGING [N DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND
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Youl volos

The airm of lhis inguiry is (e make practical recommendgiions to
increase the interest and parlicipation of young seople in dermotracy in
Qumenstand.

The commmitten wants 1o hear from young peaple, in paricular, abous:
o whial iz needed in Qugongland;
#r what will wark,
&5 what won'l; ang

#  what you wanl to do or expatience.

We would alsa like to hear from all people in Queaensiand who have rn
interest in yaung peanls, or in young peopls engaging in democracy,

To help you to think about, discuss and respond to matters relevant 1o
the Inquiry, we have st oul below some:
B .I'SﬁI.IES: and

T cxamples of strategies suggested or tiod clsewhare,
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voting Syster mnd Blestoral Commlssion cuesnslany

Education/informatian

It is the jab of the Electoral Commission Queensland {(ECQ} e ensure that people
errol and vote at elections. To do this, the ECO usee education and awananess
pragrams [C.0. posteards, pesters and achoal visits),

? mmmuﬁmamdommarmffmwrogmmmessagemm
S adng peogie . A

New deas

v In 2008, Eloctions Ganada parnared with Cable in tha Clasercom 1o dovelop a
new volar education program for sludents, including 2 contest challenging peaglc
agad 16 to 18 fo create J0-second public senvice announcements on vides tatling

their peers why e democralic process and voling are important,

*  The United kingdom Electorzl Commission's ‘Dg Politics’ aims to gat voung
peoplz invalved in demoeoracy. It may be acesssed att www dopalitica couk, Do
Falitics' conducts workshops and evaents, and provides resourcas and training

across the UK for young pegple.

v [nAustralia, the Youth Electeral Study (YES} found that some incentives would
attraet & first vole, Young people said @ tax break or the use of promgtional rock
concerts would be the most effective incentives, but thare was afso some support
for the notion that incentives should not be needed as voting is a :esmnstbllliy

that comes with citizenship.

X (et wmu«b Zvolued .
_Making i} wore q“ﬁpke\\\l‘i% ﬂf}h-

Voter reglstration
In Australla, each person must complate an enrciment form to register lo vote.

How could. the BCQ ‘make i aas.-‘ar far ycrung peqr.ﬂ's- £ enm! anu‘ Decome
18 rogisterod to vota? .

Mew ideas

v In some countries, registration is done by the governmeant so that people are
automatically regisicrod when they reach voling age.  An intornational repon by
tha Institule for Demoacracy and Electoral Assistance, Youlh Voler Faricipation.
suggests avtamatic registration by the government rather than it being a duty of
each person io enrol,

+ Qlher cauntries enable peopls 1o register at a pelling station on election day, of
or-line.

v InCanads, Elctions GCanadd Hentlfles peopls wha have Wwired (8 Biouyh
information proviged by, tor axample, the 1gx oifice ang mator vohiclo registers.
Tra Chiet Electaral Ollicer writes o 1hase pacple 1o ask them 1o conhm that th{}‘j
ain gliginks fo wate and consent to being includad in the national registes
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Palling atations
in Quaansland, pofing siations are usually focated in schools or halls and are open
betwezn Bant and Spin.

ﬁ Haw could the EGC make i easfer for young peoplé totast thelrnols?

Wew ideas

¢+ |nfecent Canadian elections, Elections Ganada introduced mora palls in loeations
1o which young paople have sasy access, such as near studsnt residances and
university neighbourhoods,

v In Canada, poliing stations arc opan for 12 hours.

v Delegations from the Australian Elecioral Commission and the Victarian Clectoral
Commission observed electronic voting processes at elections in the USA, UK
and [refand betwesn 2000 and 2002, The delegations considered the different
oplians thal arg available, their advantages and disadvantages and how cach
ogtion yrould suit Australia’s voting systems. The delegations recommended e-
vating be made available to certain classes of volers inciuding vaters in Antarctica,
voters in remote Jocations, volers with g disabilily and vverseas volers (ses
WL B B0V 3L cantsnﬂwhawwngfelsctmmc renoringox.him and

Wiy aoc.gov.ay! contentywhatvotino/E-voling report. nof].

b Aracent report of tha Vietorian Sendiny of Acts and Regulatinns Commities,
Victorian Electronic Demuocracy, congidened glectranic voting. 1 recommended
thal Victorian elactions should not be conducied remodely via information and
communications technologios in the near future, but identfied the following key
govaniages of remote voting systems:

S35y acelss for travellers and disablod pedpls,

- proviging an Intarface for other teshnologies such as soraen roadgrs, Braille
somputcrs, maanifiers or aiternative data entry 3ystems,

allowang lor ihe casy and cheap distribution of baflot papers in diffgrent
languages;

- instantancous processing; and
allowing votors to aocess a wids range of ather infermation while censidering
and casting thair vole.
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Advance voling

Currently in Queenaland, H you can vete at your nearast pofiing booth o the day
of a state election, special arangements can be made lor you to cast youwr vote,
such as by advance voting in person or pogtal voting. These options are available
in onfy some circumastances - for exampie, i you: will be intarstata on paling day;
have a disabiity; or can't vote on that day because of religious beliefs. far further
infornaticn, see wenrecy, ol gowv sy,

ﬂo "-""'tﬁ,'fnknm mmgpgﬂ@p}@ woukl mrmﬂhey could do-so af any time in
: elrig thor m'-w Heacil

MNew ideas

v Inthe UK, pasial voling I& available 1o any eliginia votar on soquest. A person may
apply for postal vating for a particular slection, for 4 certain period of time or for al
trture elections.

v Tolacilitate voling, the slate govermnmen could declare the day of a stats election
a public heliday or echedule an afection far a day other than a Saturday.

v Infufure, # siectranic voling were to be introduced, for example, it need nat be
necessary to have an ‘slaction day’, with all votes cast on the same day. Voling
ceUld take ptace, for exarnple, over an 'gleclion weald,

o Clertion ek 'Igdb'i;c hoch\qLI_

Close of rolis
Currently, aller 4 state election is called, peoples have between 5 and 7 days to
regleter 1o voto,

3 Doyou'think young people could ba d:sadmnragad‘iﬁhma W no mpﬂ.ffmmy
I: 1o gnrol atfor an clection is calieer? © . :

Mew ideas
v Prigr to the 2004 fodoral elaction, the Special Minister ui State, Eric Abetz
proposed that:

v ine elactoral roll be clnsed to new waters on the day the slection writs would  be
tssted (usually the day the eleclicn is announced); and

+  people wishing 10 change thalr anrolment details be givan thres days o do so.

This proposal did not procead as |t was net supgorted by the non-governrment
paries.
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Fixed election day

In Cleeensland, there is no fixed election day for state slections.

A fixed election day could allow improved civics education courses, mock-2lactions
and gther strategies encouraging young people's engagement wilh elections o be

planred in pdvance {see Milner). For example. a fixed clection day would alow
civics educatars ta plan and condusd their courses in paraliel with an election

CAmpaign.

E Do you think impioved civics education is 8 m'fhwhﬂa RRASOR, for gﬁwmmenf
i o cﬂnsrdar a change o fixed term eleciions? -~ 7 .

Now idoas

»n Queensland, elections for alt lecal government authorities are genarally held
svery ‘our yaars on the last Saturday in March.

Ne, Wl el jo keep T e

Nevr voting system

in Queenstand, 8 aystem of optional preterential voting is used, A fact shect about
'OPY is available from: wew ena ofd gov.al,

Do youp think young: poopla would be more ikely ta vote if the volimg systom
was thanged so ihat candidates running on cerain fssues of paticular interest
o young peap!a were: mora .frkefy l‘cr gei‘ efe-:.ted ;mu‘ have a uo:ce fn
paniament?. ; ; i

MNew dess

¢ Appendix D cantaing a revieed vorgion of @ paper srepared for an inquiry, Hands
on Paniament, by the Lagal and Constiniznal Commitee of the previous
Fariament, 1 provides intorrnation about our voting system and ways kmignt e
changed 1o provide more diversity in candidates who might be eleeted.

v As in Quesmsiand, the voling system in the UK makes it vary difficult for
candidates from minor parties to get alecied. |n May 2008, some 500,000 schoal
gwdents in the UK voled in o mock elegtion o coincide with tha genaral elections.
‘The students voted lor the actual candidates. 1'he results showed thal the
students wers atiracted to parties which ran candidates on certain issues; for
example, studenis who fell passionate about the environment voted for the Grean
Party. Dasphta falling to hava a single candidate returned in the general eleciions,
the Green Party secured 45 cut of o pessible 349 scats in the mock elagiion,

v Propoional represemiation voting, which is used for Senate slectians in Australia,
crouvifdes qraamr pppartunity for minor parties to win seals.

y LeaQle G vaw'r._c:@__
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Voting age
In Agstralia, you must be 18 vears oid to vote. Tha minimum votlng age in other
cauntries ranges from 1510 21.

The minfmum ages o1 by the law for other activitios are iisted in appendix B.

F!} Should e voling dop b Jowered o 17 0016 Years?: Whyarim}'dar’ b‘#ra
Voling dge'is lowered, should vofing 5t the Jowened ama be compulsdry? -

aw ideas

t o In April 2084, following a projact on the agz of electoral majerty; the Unitad
Kingdom Slectocal Cornmission recommended that the minimum age for all levels
of voling i public eleciions in the UK remain at 18 years for the time being. The
UK Electorat Commission adviscd, however, that it expocted to underake a
further tormal review of the menimum voting ege withir: a further fave 10 seven
years. It encouraged the govamment fo consider initiating a wider review of the

age of majority.

v In 2000, 2 repon on changing social and legad frameweorke for voung Australians
found that, deapite some interest in gefting more involved in thair community and
in government decision-making processes, young pecple weare quita refuctant to
rlaim the right and responsibility of having the vate youngar than at age 18. The
majosity {74%) of young people involved in the research said that they were not
raady of intarestad In getting iavolvad in formal polillcal procosses such as voting
before they wers 1B. Their parents agreed, with & majority (51%) suggesting that
young peopls are not mature ancugh and not inderested in voling befare they are
18, and that young peaple inder 18 hawe other pressures to confrart and eantend
wilf1 {sae Carson, Filzgerald and Roche|,

v Compulsory voting was infraduced in Quaensland in 1914 and by the
Commonwealth in 1924, Rasearch by Milnar [publishad in Cidc Litzracy: How
informed Cifirens Make Democracy Work, Universily Press of Mew England,
Hanover, 2002) indicates that the effact of Intrcducing compulsory volbing in
Australia was 10 bring about a 23% overail ingroase in voting.

Yo k/aa__i‘r Snead e \awered
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Education in schools

In Queensland schools, thera is no subject called ‘civics education’ ur 'citizenship
aduestion’. Primary and scoondary students [carn about demacracy, including
parigment, govarnment and alections, in a number of different aubjects. Studants
alzo experiencs democracy at schoal, for example through elections for schonl
councl moembers and/or school leaders,

Cducation abaut demoeracy
Additioral educzlivnal opportunities relevant to demouracy ineluds:
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»  wisits to the Queensland Parliarnent, or to 2 raglonai shiting of the Queensland
Farliament, and sducational activities provided by Parliamentary Education
Sarvices: and

v alectoral education activities conducied by the Australian Electoral Commisslon,
such as school visite,

For students
What worked well and what did. yors sﬂ_my whei yau J'ﬂirﬂf dhnur or
expenianced demacracy in your school?. - -
Wihiat mora._could schools. d0.10 encourage jmu ra mlue democracy- and
pfepmamsn mmmmﬂmandam!ﬂmﬂuwnmgmgm
dommqﬂ E

for teachers
ﬂ Haow doas: pour school a,;p;psnb civies’ mﬁﬂ’m mmminp dﬂ'rwwny?
How could stidents be better prapared 16 engads in ddrnocracy?.

Mew ideas

* i previous inquines, the Legal and Constitulional Commitiee and the Legal and
Constititional Commillees of the 49th ang 5Gh Parliaments have mads
recormmendzlions about clvics education in Queensland. Similar
recommendations haye been madé by many other Australian hodies in recent
years. A lisl of some of these recommendations is set out in appendix C.

»  The Censtitutional Cenire of Western Augtralia was establisned 10 oncourage
peogle of al ages to leam about the Westem Austrelian political system and how
1o actively participate in 1. It offars displays on the Constitution and aspects of
cwizenship and palitical histary. The Electoral Education Cenlre is localed within
tha same complex, and provides inleractive programs allowing peopie o casta
vote, discover the ongins of democracy and understand how the voung system
woTks (508 www.coenlre.wa.gov.aufingsx nim). Programs, presented in ways
which cngage young people, are also conducted for schoal students visiting the
Gentre. Teanher resnirea kits complement each program, Resource bowes on
various faokes are avallable to schocls in remote areas. In addition, the
Constitubional Cenire has developad an 'O Reach Program’ which invoives 4
netwark of [ocal peapla in rural and remote areas ol Western Auatralia providing
programe Lo students In those areas. Some programs are spedcific o Indigenous
communities.

* A Civics and Citizenship Education wabsita (which incorporates a previsus

Disvovering Demecracy” websits) Is www.civicsandeitizensnio.odu. ay.

» CKids Yolng USA’ i3 8 national non-profit, non-partisan arganisation that teaches
students ahout citizenship, civic responsibiliy, democracy and political
participation. Togelher with classrcom activitias, swudents are provided with an
opporiunity 10 cast 3 ‘Kids Voting' ballot on eleclion day, and they vote on the
came candidates and 1saues As agults. In 2004, 1.5 milfion students turned cut ko
vote for presidential, lor.al and state candidates, Aseas wilh a Kids Voling USA
nregram have showed & voling rate for registared 18 year olds which s 14%

hiyher than for non-parnicipating areas. Soe www ludsvotinausa, org/,

» Az part of the Kids Vobting USA service, ‘Doublelick Democragy’ {see
woersy Rirdavntinguisn ol OlichAnitre.wuw) was deveivped 1w alluw sludonis to
participate in an authentic voting experiance using 4 web-basod voting cystom.
The online ballots replicate the candidotes and issues adults vote lor, and provide
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slucents with pragtice bailots whicht have linke to candidats biographles and glher
resources. Abodt 35,000 students participaied during the 2004 presdentia
elechions.

v Teens N2 Politios' is a US-basod wobsite which offers young people an
opportunity to participade in discussion fonems on fopics such as the economy,
foreign policy, general politival issues, animals any the gnvircisment. Provision is

" alzo made far young people 16 centdbute to discussions under the bannar of ‘Ieft

wing chat' and 'right wing camer'. Ses yoww.teensn?politics comdtorimas.
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The Political SHSLEM arel Polilicians

Politleal partles

Tha 2004 Young Austrafian of tho Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested thal voung
people leel shul out of mainziream party polilics.

The formar Queanstand State Youth Advisory Council told the committee that the
iszuas addresged by palitical parties, |':-:-1rt|rui:-1rI3.|r at elaction time, are daminated by
those ralevant to pldar peupla aru:i Qur ageing pupulatmn

R

MNew idgas

v Dr Ariadne Vramen, & lecturar at the University of Sydnay, researchas young
prople and polifice.  She wriles that, “The one area of parlicipaiion that remains
low for young people, and indaed for most Australlans, ls mambership of politica!
particn, Hather than labelling party membership decling as apathy, wo ought 1o
see how unappealing palitical parties have become. And B is up o pasties o
involve a new genarafion. This mighl not be by way of fonmal meinbership,
inslead, partles might cansult young people on fesuss ralevant ta thair kves' (sae
Yromah).

v nthe UB, a nativnwide study of youlh atliludes foand thal young people warg
active in thalr communiiss but not concernad about palfics. Az an cutcoma of
that study, & strategy adopted 0 re-connest youth to demadragy o5 that, during
glection campaigna, the madia offer youth-madarated candidate debalea [aen
MNational Association of Secretaries of State).
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Polilicians
Many ressarch siudiee in Australiz and intornationally reven! that young peopls are
cynicel about the behaviour of potticians.

Hows can paﬁricfans tﬁcmsc.fvcs m.rfore me faith uf young people - in
democracy? :

Mew ideas

v D Ariadne Vromen gays that politicians oniy consider young peome when thay
present a probiem; that young people tend to be talked about rather than talked
with: and that young peopie's perspectives are rarely included in public detate.
Dr Wromen suggasts that what (s needed is direct evidence of young paople's
experiences and arguiments based on such evidence {see Vromen),

* Intha United States. Canada and the Dinitad Kingdoern, where voting isc't
COmMpLIZory, it nas been ahown that contact with palitical parties and candidates (g
an important element of ‘gat-oul-the-vote’ strategies. Following the 2001 Rritish
general election, the UK Elsctoral Commission identifiod a lack ol canvassing by
politicians as 2 kely raason for dissatisfaction {and low lurnout) among first-time
vaters.
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Yowre Peonie gad the Conamsiniiyl

Being heard

While yolng peeple may be turned of politics as it currently operates, many
stedies and surveys hawve found that young penple Are vary interested in pohticsl
imsues impartant 1o them. The challenge for governments s to engage with young
peaple, and the first thing that young peopla say is that thay want to be haarg,

B‘j Have you used any of ihe gevemment opportunities lo voica your opihfons
. aboutissues? How effective was ir?
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Naw idaas ,

v I Weslern Australia, the Civics and Ciizenship Unit in the Department of Premier
and Cabinet aims to enhance democracy in that state through civics suucalion
and the promotion of an active sitizenne. The goal is 3 commeunity where all
Western Australians are valued as citizens, whera they play a significant rale in
setling poiicy priorities and where they help shape the nature of their socisty (see:
arww. cltizanscape. wa. gov.aud.

b DrAradre Vramen suggests that, “Young people ave a broad range of
eoonpinic, socizl, and palilical experignoes’ and Lhat we need o ereate inclusive
‘omne of governance that recognize and build upon difforent ways of making
communities. Those in power need fo katen to young peopte mare, and young
pEaple's diversa views and axparisnces need fo be articulated in the media’ [ses
Vrarmen).

R Ne }H s Senvey e\

‘? Howe:do you think goverrimnt sHould. mw,yaum; people-in the decisions &
makes? " What m&rfwds wf: ol Iaca-to-?aca, wdb base\:!‘abnfs?:-e
Mahode of wited? . S e :

New Heas

v In 2003, the Commisslon for Children and Young People was invited (o paricipale
i o comritteg for the development of & sports and recreation facihity for young
peopie an Palm Island in North {Thisensland. Thae Commission undedined the
impartance of the commitiee asking young people what they warded. The issue
Tor the Commission was not sg¢ much "how Jo wea involve chifdren in ife butlding
of this faciiy™ but rather "how 4o we get the Paciity the caffdran want?”.

v In 2003, in Parramatta in Sydney, a Yauih Jury presented young people with
practical apportunities to kearn and disouss the divarse interests and coneerns of a
wide varisly ol young people across the Parramatta region. Participants learned
about teamwork, negottaifon skills and e powers of gevernment. This anabled
them to fom realistio recommendations to suppen the needs of the coliective
vouuth of Parramatta.

The aim of the Youth Jury was o assist with bridging racial intolerance ane
cebural diversity amang young people of Parramatta.

The recammendations of the Youth Jury wers aimad at key gevernment and
-:ummunity mganisa!ions of Parramatta.

¥ Mg; VA MAGTE DANS
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Taking action
Young peaple want ta be actively involved in democragy. Yoling at eledtions 1S ohiy
ona way of baing invalved in a demacratic sociaty.

Which of tha ﬁ:ﬂawfng acﬁ'w'ﬁﬁs hame you canfed aut, oF waufd you like to cary
% 7

i
Volunteering i—J =
tniating ar panicipating In & iscal youh project L) )
Infiating ar signing a patition = 2
fmending o raly or protest - (A
Taking parl in a strike = s
Being 8 member of a political party 75} L
Baing a membar of a trade unicn ] Al
Reing & member of a stucent unton (] >
Haing a member of g non-govemiment

crganisalion which lchbies govemmeant ey The ) 1]
Wildameaes SoCiely, Amnesty Intamahional,

Greenpeate)

Contacling a politician or locat govemment l‘i( E)
eauncilios

Paricipating in & Youdh Padlameant . 83
bezing invoived in a Youth Coundei ] [}
Seing involved in an organisation which seeks to ] I

reproacnt the vicwa of young poople (o.g. YoLng
Australian Fural Netwark)

Young peppla say that to be engaged in demouracy they need things such as:
o infemation;

¢ opportunities to actively engags in democracy;

v anidea about what can be achiaved realistically;

+  gpeces In which o meet and discuss; and

v access o the indernet, photocopiscs, et

f'('\ What assistanca or encouragement do you need from gavernment ig take
k action about he issues you fesf passionate about? '

Mew idoas

v Briskane City Council has developed "Wisihle Ink', & website which ﬂlﬂﬂl"f:'l'ﬁ- YO
pecpls to bave 8 say in the Councl's programs. The website contams indrrmation
aboul how young peopia can hava thair say, evenis for young pauple, links to

i
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resources and a ferum through which young peopie can express ther ocinions.
The Council has also provided young psople with areas around Brishana where
they can come together to meel and organise activites and projects of inferest to
them. These areas are accessible 10 young peaple and well resgurced (see

www.visble-ink.org/)

v Tha Victarian Govemment produced a handbook for young people on how they
can weate change In their community. The hangbook provides suggestions on
how young pecple can get active on a project they feel passionate about, and how
hey can implement that project (see wew youth.vic.

»  The Foundation for Young Austratians is a non-prafil organisation dedicated to
davaloping innovative initiatives that support and empower young peaple aged 12
10 26, The Foundation providas seed-funding for ideas, proactively seeks co-
funding to support initiatives and helps the recipients structure themselves (o
ensure long-lemm sustainabillty. Each year, the Foundation managas a portfolio of
grants toteling shout 56 milion. At least 25% of tolal grant funding is dedicated to
Initatives specificaily designed to banelit young Indiganous Australians (see
vy munqnustralian-: oig).

N \‘\G\Q ﬂnadv'\ Conmane Ho tho
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What rofs. can. Jamilies and. Imnds p.ray m ge!fmg yp;.ng peqﬁe acm:e and
inviolved with dermocracy?. -

New ideas

¢ The Yauth Elecluead Study (YES) lound thal parents are regarded Ly youny
people as the most important source of Information abowt voling. Teigvision and
newspapers ars the next most imponant, however young people view these lafter
sources with some scepticism.,

3 HG\? O “ﬁ-:;“1 'Uca\ef‘a\-@;p{'{(\j'-i

What roie can mon-govermment foundations or ¢opmunily crganisations play
in getting young people active and involved with demacracy?

ey oeas

»  The Insplre Foundation (seo www. napire.arg aud 18 a national nen-praiit
foundation which aims fo create apporiunities for yaung Australians, principally
aged batwren 16 and 25, 1o help themselves and others, The Foundation
acknowdedges lhat youny pedople want 1o maka a positive diffarencs i their own
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lives and in their communifies. Young people are acfively involved in the
developmeant and delivery of sl the Foundation's initiatives. Cne initiative,
‘ActMow’, is a web-Dased service that will provide young peaple wilh inlormelion
ard support on how they cant become involved in istucs or causes i thelr
cermmunity that they are passionate about.

VigaWire Youth Services i g volurtaar-based, non-protit youth media and training
organisation which provides young peopic aged betwean 16 and 30 with an anling
foium Ehrough which they can access information on a range of toples, partizipate
in diseussions with other young people and becom e involved in the exchange of
inforematiun with other young people {see waw.uibgwire.net]. Recent inilialives
include ‘slecticaTracker [see www clettinniracker.nal/ol) which sent young
peopla oul on the campaign tral &3 repeders in the 2004 Federal sleclion. Those
reports were utilised by six radio statkions, SBS and ABC news.

The US Ad Council is a non-profit arganisation which produces, distribules and
pramotes publle service campalgns on & rangs of lBeuwes. A ragant campaign,
'Fight Manregquinizm’, focussed on improving youth ¢ivic engagemaoent ang vower
participation. It involved television and radic ads aimed at getting young peopls
invalved inissues they care about, volunteering and vaoting {see

wrw. bt manneguinivm. o),

‘Fock the Yoie' is a non-profit organisalion which aims to engage youns peopie in
the polinoal prosess in the United Stales end draw attention 10 #sues of cansern
o younq people. It coordinates voter reqistratinn drives and education eflons to
ensure young people exercise their right to vote. Youth culture is hamessead in the
premolion of fis campaigns, many of which feature high profile celetribes inuiwding
iMusitians, acters, athlgtes and comedians, In the 2004 eloctions, 1.2 mikion
pecple took advantage of the organization’s online voter registration tacility, and a
further 200,000 registered as apar of the Roak the Vate Bus Tour acrass tha
country (se= waw. rockibevale com).

A
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Suiddelings for marlng i suomission

Thera ls noe sat form for 2 ubmission to the cammities. Submisslons may be made using
he inquiry response farm or in tha form of a fettar, 2 substantial paper ora shont
document and they may include appendices. Subynissions may contain facts, opinians,
argumemnts and recommendations for action. Tha most useful submissions are fa the
paint,

Tha committee wouls profor writien submissions, but will glso accept submissions on
audio tape. For written submissions, typed or printed text is preferable, though lagible
Rand-written submissions are acceptable. Mumbered pages and, for submissions in
excess of 20 pages, a brief summary and 2 table of conients is also helpfyl.

All suinnissions musl inglude the name and centact details of the person making the
submission. Those making a submission on behall of an crgantsation ehould indicate at
whidl lewal the submission haas bean authonaed {eg sub-committes, presidont, chait, g1e.).

Putlie officers may make submissions as private individuals, However, ff referance is
made in a submission 1o heir afficial position, & should alio be mads ¢lear that the
submission Is maca in 3 povate capacity. Submissions from government departments
should be authorised in accardance with normal departmentat procedure.

Content and relevance

A gubmission may cover soma of all of tha lssuas ralsed in the rasponse fonm. # would be
helpful If submissions clearly stated which isaues are being adorossed.

The committee's usual provedurs is 1o publicly release and table susmissions inthe
Legislabye Assembly. Maf all submissions will necessarily be published andfor tsbled. The
committes reserves the right to not publish or table confidential submissions, or
submissions which are irrglevant, contain scurrilous or defamatory material, or are
ctherwlse not suitable for publishing. The committae will Infarm you if it dacides not to
dcuept, ot ndt o authanise the pubhcation of, your aubmiasion.

Confidantiality

The commikee atempts ta conduct its inguirias in the most npen way possible. However,
if you believs that your submission {or part of it} should aot be made public, cleady write
‘cunfidential' on each page and, In a brief covering latter, explain why your submission
should be freatad confidontially. The committac will then consider your requsst for
canfidentiality.

Unauthorised Release

Onee the committes receives a submission, # becomes committes propedy and shoutd
not be published withoul the commites’s autharisation. Publication of 3 submission
witheut the committec's autherisslion means that thal publicatlon is not protacted by
patiiamentary privilege and may amount to a conlempt af Parliameant.

Al submissions should be sent to
The Research Direclor

I egal, Consfitutional and Administrative Review Comimillge
Parlinment tlouse, Gecrge Street
ERISDANE O D 4000
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Submissions close on Wednasday, 30 November 2005

Extensians to the closing dale may be given. # you need more time to make a
submussion, or il you require futher irformation, contact the commities™s secrelaral on:

Telephone: (07) 3408 7307
Faoi: {07} 3406 7070
Emall: logre @partigment ald.gav.eu

Copies of this pape: and all other publications by the Legal and Constitutional Committee
are availalle on the Iintoret via the committee's home page at:

yoerw parliamantgli Gov awcommttes s/dena'rey him
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Yoy Hekails

Mame: ?«Cj_(‘ﬁf}fi\k‘iﬂﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ\
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Contast (¢.g. phone number); e e st aamcnsane i s R
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