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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEO PLE 
ENGAGING IN DEM OCRACY IN QU EENSLAND 

--~ 



The.a~1l 01 lhis r,quiry is 10 make practicaJ rKomrrKInd;oliOIl~ to 

inc.-ease the inter .. st and parlicip~liorr 01 )'<lung ~lIOplEI in demooracy in 
Q l""enslllr1Ct 

TllO committeo wanUl to hear from )'<lOOI1 people. tn particular, abol.IT: 

'i.. what w~J work: 

I_'r ..mat won'li .wd 

'il' what you wanl to do <l/' eX!",rienc",. 

w~ WO<Jd aiM lik~ to ~earfrom ~I !"'ople in QueeMI~nd who M"~ e.n 

intere,'lI in YOLJn!J P"0fl'" or iI1 YOLJt1!J pec1p1e eno~oin!J in df!mrlCl'tlcy. 

To hctp you 10 think about, disctJOS and respond to matters rcle~ant to 

the inquiry, we hay(l sel 01,11 below some: 

.'" issues; and 

:? CXlImpl()5 01 Watellies sUQ'g-ested or tried clsowhore. 



EduU!tionllnform~ljan 

It is the job cl ~ Electoral Commission Queensland {ECO} 10 ",nsure that people 
enrol and wtll at iiliICtion~. To do this, the ECO us~ Gducatkln and awa"'n~s~ 
progrnm$ (o.g. postOQrdll, p<)3tel'3 nOO sohoolllisits). 

'i WM!piJf,dii mr3ECQ dd.bcttcr Of,,_ dilfottJrltitlOgetifpmCS6agQ ;u;nm-w m. ftiUngf:JtJc:Jrk?- ".' .,"'.. . ': - . -

New'deas 

In 2003. Elections Oo.nada partnered with C<lble in the Classroom to Ilovelop a 
new vot~r education prowrlllTl for ~1~nts, including e conte:lt ch!l.~enging people 
aged 16 la H! to create 3O-second pubic service i\mouncem .. nt.~ on Yid<'!o telling 
theif peers wh~ Ih'" di!rnocralic proo::eSi .. oo vDli19;u" importaoL 

111e United Kingdom Elootoral CommiSflion's'Oo Pal~iCs' aims to 
poople ir1volved ill Ij 
Palitic:s' condocts 

In A.ustralia, the Youth Elootoral Study (yES) found that some lnoentivGs wO'Jld 
attract a. first vote. Yourl{! poople:'laid a tax break orthe use of promotiOllal rock 
ooncem wouid t... the mast efflldive :"<'9nl"""'. btt the", W~5 also some support 
l,y Ule oolion tl-,al i"iC""livws should 001 00 r~ as voting is a ,es~osiMly 
tnat com9!l with o!tizenstllp. 

\' ~,.et x\"LDI" cl\VOkCD 
_ i}'}Uh i n·s ;'\ \"V1.0(E:. C\,?,?",\\;t') 1- ·.~·I~o'--,/,,,~~)U~'h 

Vol~r regl",lratlon 
In Australia, Gaeh person must oomplete an enrolment form to raglster \0 VOle. 

~ HowCOt.Jld.the OCQmakG' iI oa. I!Jr fex'yt:HJng poopIa ·fO flnr:o/ani.l becoIne 
1ft ~isIared'lovoral 

Ncwideas 

~l ~001<! countrillS, 'igistration is (fonll by thl;l QOwrnm .. nt so that p«<>pIB .. r~ 
au!Omal~atly fCOi:)\()rod wlmn they rcnctll/OtinO ago. All intornational rcpon by 
the Institute 10' IJemocrl'lG)' Md Electoral Assigtl'loce. Youth Yo/er Pilr!ldpalion. 
~lUge5"" alllomatic reg;stration by \he go"",,"nmeni rather than it being a rluty Dj 
eiCIJ p"r~(Jf1 la "'mol. 

otI€>r ~ourJtrlBs enable peop~ to register lit a po£lin!j station on elootioo day, or 
[)r~in". 

I" C", ,,,,J .. , E""\..iion~ Can~<.I~ Idefl1lrl<l~ ,,""",I~ whu hav,; IUflM..i le llllvuyl, 
inlormntion prolli\lCd by, lor ~xamplo. the ra~ oJHco D.nc motor vehicle registers. 
rte Chlllt Elector~1 OllicM w,itBS 10 Ihe~e people to ~~~ them to contlml :hclt thoy 
~(~ ~lig""I~ ID vot", <me! COO~Bnt to wing included in In" r,alia .... 1 r(>aisl~' 



Palling stations 
in QuMnslilnd, pnAing ~tations 1Iffi usuallt loca~d in schcol~ or h",IL~ ",nd Me open 
helwEen flam and 6plll. 

i How IXIl.lid tM EGa mil~e.it ea.slerlrxyoong pe.OpIe il) 'c.lsI~Ir.K>t8? 

New OR~s 

In leoent Ganad~n elections, Election9 CanaM jnlroduc~ mor~ potls in locations 
10 which young P"Of'le h ... 1fe easy acc~, such as near ~1L.dllnt r,,,irJ.o.n,.,,,s and 
ooi~ers~y neighboudwods. 

In Canada, DOli ng stations <110 open for 12 hours. 

lJ ele(jation~ from the Austratj~n EIe(".k>r~1 CommL~5inn ~mf the Victoril'!.1 Electoral 
Cornmissioo observed eJoclrOrlic voting processes at elections in the USA. UK 
and If..t~",j t)l1{w~'m :WOO OInd 2002. Thli dgtlig<ltioo~ ~OIl~idered!he ,jiffll, .. "t 
options that arc ;l.Wlilnbtc. their D.dv~ntagos and dlsactvJn~DS and how each 
option would &lit A~tralill.·s vDting systems. The deleg~tiDn~ recDl11ITlended e­
valing be mll&' i.wai~ble to certain dasses of volefS Including \/(Iter" in Anl~ rr:tic~, 
valefS i J 11<>1 .. ", wilt. il' 

A recent rermt 0< th~ Victorian Scn.rliny of Acts aoo Regullllic>n. Committee, 
IInarian Elec/lorJic D,.mrxr...:y, con~id.mKl wledrOllic IIOtin9_ It recommended 

111 .. 1 Vi<;tofian "Joc\ions ~I1Dutd nee bG cOnductoo remotllly via inlormiltion and 
cOI1YI1unicatloos technologies in the near futUfO. bllt Identified the folloWIng key 
nCIJantaQcs 01 remote I'Otilg system~: 

easy access for travcllers nnd disabled people: 

proviainll an Interface for otl\er technologies Euch as scrQIlfl maders, SraiIlij 
comput~re, mngnHiers or alternatiVe datn entry ~YS!cms: 

allC)ll.ing for l/le oasy and cheap distribution of ballot papers In different 
ID.n<;W<lQe8: 

ilstantanoous pr"ooessinQ; and 

allowing votors to aoce~$ a wide ranQG 0< other inform1l.tiO!1 wlliie conSidering 
and casting the .. vote_ 

~ __ ~El\\ CB.-l<'- 0Ylflsj~C\ c c ~- ;\ >(' '\ ___ ~~'"-;(;,hu\;' __ 
,_ ~ILX.l./-:')IYl-S __ \;-Q~' DC,:) L. ___________ ... __ . ___ ._ ......... _,,_. ___ 



Advance voting 
ClJrn~nt!y in Due<'!nstMd, ~!IOO can'j \/0103 M)'OlI nearest po~ing booth on the da~ 
01 a state election, iipecil.i arrangements can be milde 10/ ~0lJ \0 cast ~OlJ( \/oIe, 
such as by advanca \tOting in person or postal voting. These optionil ,If,", availabla 
in on!)' some circumstances - for example. rl you: will be interstate on poKiI~ day: 
h<we a dl'\.1\bility; or can't vote on that da~ boc.al1S~ r:i religious beliefs. Far further 
information, ~ee WWl/I,OOQ.ak!.gov.au. 

NflW 0 ""11 

In tha UK, postal voting Is available 10 anyeligib/e votar on request. A ~,",rwn may 
apply for postal '<Cling for a. particular election. for a. cerraifl period of time or lor a~ 
MUTe ~leGli0n3. 

To laditat .. VOI'ng, 111 ... slal<.t QQV<lmm~ could dedar .. lhll day of a slat .. election 
a publk: honday or sctledule an aloolkm for a day othl)rthan a Saturday. 

In future. it electronic yoUng were to be introdoced, for eXIIl11p1e. rt need no! be 
nece.s~ilry to hllve "n '~~ion d3y. with 811 voles cast on the ""me day. Voting 
oould talul place, for ~xarnpl", OVllr o.n · .. I<!t:~on w ..... k'. 

" ______ ti;~ele(h£JfJ wcek jlcbl;c ~c\,dq1 

Close of roUs 

CUrrinlly, all"r ~ slatll election is callw, p<IOp\Q haw batw,,"n 5 arld 7 day. tQ 
r"'glst"r to \/0:9. 

W Ci<i.y<>U,If!ink.yoong.~(;:oWdw d~~fIId.'!f1J!e~wi/."flO ow«tunffy 
I.!' ta~atiera.neJec/i()f!/Sc:JIfri:!'1 ,. 'C-' ' 

Ncw;oc!QS 

Prior to tll ... 2004 fedoJr,,1 .. Iocli"", tM Spocial M.lisl"r 01 Still<>, Eric Abetz 
propos<ild that: 

ths eleclOltll roll be close<! to MW \IOt<!!r~ [}Il the day th<!! <!!~ion writs woo Id be 
i •. " ....., (fJSU"~y the day tooeledion IS iV1f1OUnced): and 

people wishing 10 chanQe their enrolment details be given three days to do so. 

n,,,, proposal did not procaad as It was not slJIIporilld by Ill'" non-g[)vernmllnl 
patties. 

",. .. _ Lc\c ,a\ \~fillC",--
-----



Fixed electiOll day 

In Q,-",enslarn:l, the~ is no fj~ed ~oction day for slate electioos 

A fixed election day coo (! allow implolled civbi educatiOll COLX5es, mock·elecliM.~ 
and othlilf ilrit~iBS sllCouraging young paoplOl's IIngagam .. "t w~h lillOiCtions to b", 
pla.nred to nd~allCe (see Mimer). For example. a ji~ed Oiot;1icn day wol.lld a~ow 
CMc:~ p.dtJC.'lirm. to plan IInd ('-""duct IMir <:;01'1":'185 in p~rall<!!1 with an elOOlion 
camp«ign. 

Iij wyo<i tfJiltk improwdcMcs educatim. is B WQlthwhfle ;ellSlX!,for OC"""r/YtIMlI 
1:' Iv C'OflSirJllr .;i Chaflg~ to fixBd IBm! IiIldom1 

Nowidcas 

In Ow ..... >land, ilkldiorlS for aK Ioc«I ~w~nment authcr[ies are gen",,~ny heid 
wory ~Q\Jr y~arll on thll la~t Saturday in March. 

'le _t:k, We ~'!lL1JLJSi;g" h fwn , 

-- ........... _ .. -._._---

New ~oting system 
In Queen~and. 11 ~ystem at optional preterential voting is usec. A lact GIlc01 atlO\.Jt 
'OPV' is 1I"~;labie from: www ,o!>Cg,qld ,9"v~LJ, 

~ {Xl Pi thit:>i< )'O!.ln9.peapI" woold bemam 1iIl8ly 10 VoMit/he votirrg system 
I." Wi;fs,d!angedso tlkIl rei!didaleslunniflg ,Oil t:ertain}SSue5 nfparficuMr irli~rest 

10 young pWp/~ w~:m~~ likely"ld ~,'el(!{.'/wiind IHlVI.'iI volC8 in 
p:llliament? ' ' 

NewdeM 

Appondh' 0 canl>lin,.,. rl>vi~<Kl vu,,;ion or .. !''''f'''< pr<>paNd for an inquiry. ~ .. ,,,f~ 
GI'1 Pall/amen!, by the Legal and Constill11ional Comm/ttw of lrn. p>WVKX.JS 
ParHomellt. I1 provides ir1lormation about our voting system and wayr, It m Ight 01> 
chMQed 10 provitl.! more diversity in candidates who might be eloctod. 

As in Quwnsland. th~ voting system in the UK n1akes ~ very diffir:.ul! for 
~andidatl>S from mioor partills to Qllt IIklcl@ct. In May 2005, irorfla 500,000 school 
5~udonm in tho UK 'IOICd in a mock etccuon 10 coiflcide with IhQ gengral glecti""'s. 
fhe sl~nt~ voled Ior Ih~ aclual candidates. Ihe results showed Iha! loo 
~tlJrlenf<l wereo atlracted to rarti .. ~ whY:h mn r .... ndi""'te~ 011 cert~in i~sues: 10r 
~xo:m~"', stu<)~"ls wI,U f~1t pa~sionats aMI the environment ~oled fe: th ~ (l",en 
Party. Dssplla fanlg la ha~e a &in919 candklalll ralUi'ned in UIIl Y'''''''''' ~I~clions. 
the Green Party swured 40 out of n possible 349 WQI5 ill me moo!< siGctlon, 

PrQ~tion~1 repr~Wl1lation voting, which is lISOO lot Senate ~ I,.~tion~ in "'u~tralia, 
p'ovioos ~r~"'lo;;r DPIlort'-l'1 ity 10r minor partie. to W~I ~"at". 

~ ~~'t-~~~~~:~l!'_ urY--'-1fU-:Q~~-



Voting 3!Je 

In A"",tralia, YOIJ mullt b9 18 V~~ old 10 11010, Tho minimum votln!; ag\> i:l oth .... 
OOlX1tr1es rnngcslrom 15 to 21. 

Tha mlnfmum a!Jes sat by the Ia.w for other aotivitics are listed in a~pcnd()( B. 

la ~t!~;:::~~f:~stt'~~~~Jr:rIf~G 
~e ... idoioas 

n Aprj 2004, foYowing ~ project on the age of electoral majority; the United 
Kin()dom ElectOfal Commisskln recommended that the minimum age for ~H If!VBI~ 
01 voting Rl public \>Iocliorls !n ~ UI( romain al18 j'lt,Uil forth .. t.mi oo;ng. The 
UK El9Clofal Commission adVised, however, lhat rt expected to I.lIldortakll a 
lurthor fOlT11a1 revie ... of the minimum ~oting !tge within 11 further live 10 6evon 
)'eatS, It encouraged the government to r..ortsider i<1itiating a wider re~iew of the 
~ge o! majority. 

fn 2000, a repon on changing social and legal frameworks lor young Auslfallilns 
found !hat, dasprte some interest in getting more invOi~ed in !heir oommlX'lit\l and 
in go~emmenl de<':",ion-making proces~I!", young people W<'!re qlJjte relUClant to 
daim the right and responsibiHty of ha~iog the ""te yGU'"'Jer than at agO!! 18.. Th!! 
r:1aj<.Y.ity (74~.) uf young paopl~ involvOO in IhII re5<;1atch 5.id !hilt U""I' ware not 
r~dy or inl!lJ'9Sled in getli<1g in~ol~ed in formal political p!"OOOssas such i.5 voting 
bcrorc thoy wero 1 B.I heir parents agreed, with a maiorty (51 %) SU\lQC~ting tllat 
young people are nol m~turll '''lOLJQ/1 ilrod not ;nl"r~ted in VI'lling betare they lire 
18, and that young people under 18 ha...., other pressures to coofronl and contend 
with (sw Carson, Fitlgerald and Rochel. 

Compulsory voting WM introouced <n QUllensland in 1914 1100 by the 
Cornrno<lWll"m, in 191'4, ResMrcll by Miher [p1J1:>Ii.stl",d in Civf<; Litemcy: How 
Infotmed CitiJens Malr: .. D"mocf<¥.Y Work, U,liVllf'fiity Press of Ne ... E~g1aOO, 
HallOvliT, 2(02) indicates that tha \<ffoot ot Introouclll!l compulsory voting in 
Austral~ Wall 10 bring Oboul 0. 23% overall incrca(l(l in votinQ. 

~/e '::LLcnc, },G\ ,\j~_\D.\d(:~·f:.6 
It), ,''LlGlLrnflljJ'-\::AC''y-

E:d"""tion in scllools 

In Qwellsl~nd schools, th<K9 is ~o subject o;o.n..o 'civic;i ",ducatkln' or 'dtiL .. ".hip 
8dllOallon" Primary and socondary studonl~ loam oboul domOCI3,cy, including 
parliament. go~emmf!11t and eI~tio"s, in a number at different sLbjects. Students 
illso ~xP"r",r"I("~ demccracy at scho:::d, joy example through "loctiJn~ for scMot 
COCIIlcil mmloors and/or lI~hQoI ~aders, 

Education about <I"'tt1o<:r~cl' 
Addi~on ~ 1 ~d.K:.diu"al uppartunW.,s relevant 10 d.lrTlO ... T"CY ;,"', ...J~. 



_ its ~ b;o Ckl~IWld PiIOW, nvn!, Of 10 a ~al GIIti'\g Of \tI8 OooenWnd 
ParlWnenl, a"" wIICalknfd ar;l!vtties pl'o'o'laed b~ ParU!llT\e{11M)1 EGueation 
S9rv1oos: and 

'*'ctorai education aCliviTi~~ C(Jf1<.l1.J:1tKl by Ih<> Austral lln ElectOral COIT'IT1lsslon, 
such a¥ ichool villllS. 

For 1NL""'" 

" 1t~~yOOI'W>oc>I~:<;:Iv.b.t.dui:iiiI"n-~~d.fIf'IOCIII~ 
ffl HcwOOukfslu(t(lf>1$ wb«l~;~rOenga~·In·tiJ~, : 

New idea!! 

III previOllS inq,~ries, The Legal and Con~I~utional Comm ittH and rhlll lIIgal ilTld 
Constitutional COil1rnilllNi~ 011/111 49th and 5OtI1 Par~amertt::. M~ mad& 
r~~1ion~ aCOUT etvlc; 9duea~on in Queensland. Simlklt 
rgcoryynet1dalkm ~ have IiHn made by m!lll~ cihor AU.'IIT~ lan ~~ ... """"I 
yc-arn. A lIST 01 soma olltleM recorrrnp.ndalj,:;,ns ~ s.el Dui n Ilppendl. o . 

The Ccn5li!uUonal C"' lll\l <Jl Wwalllm Autlralla \f\"as C"..l:!blis1lCd 10 OI"lCOI.I"a~e 
JI'OOIlIII 01 .1.1 ag~ 10 !el m @OUt!he Western AuslrnlMl poIlocal sysIe lll and !'IOW 
10 3CliYc1y paritClpOlie In It. 11 oileD &pIar.; nn he Co~I~ution and a~ of 
Cllizen!l!i1P linO po~licIIl h"'I<Yy. 1lw- Electoral Education c..llill i:i IoeWI<:I wi:hin 
rtv. ""me compIw:. end provi<liti; inl~,>I!:tive proyfami allDWtn!! peooI~ (Q cast a 
_e, ((!I.CUWr 1I ... origI!l1I ot~ and lM1dCr.itJ.nd how \I'I C \'«Jng G'f".tcm 
wof1a;; (-. \WIW.(:0i~!!9.W3,cO qy4Wl!!de s hlml . !-'rOQlIJllls. preMlnt~ 11 w~ys 
'Mli:lh cll\io.~ yQ~ng people. are also eond!1<::tl'd tnr 5I:hooI s./uO!!\t5 vlo!J;" ~!h" 
Cent",. T ... """ .. " , .. ..,., ''''~ kb .. ......,pom""', ... acl"1 program, RilQ"'~" t>o",,~ Oil 
variolJslM>CS are available to scl100ls in ferr<ltQ area,.. In II(IQ~II)fl, tt!, 
Constituti<Jnal C.trltfe has dellll loped an "Out Reach Program' wnlilh '(Ivo l~ce a 
,,,"woO< 01 local pgople In rura l and mmotB areas 01 Western A~stralla providinC 
JlIOgrame 10 st~dcnts In incoe ar6a~. Some program~ lire "pad ' i!". It> I .... HIJ""OIL. 
cornrrMmltle~. 

A ~ aoo C~i$()Shitl E<.iuc¥liun websitu (wflicll '(ICOIporaW$ a p reYi)Ut 
'Di>A;<MKing D(HllOC' ,aC"( W8b;~&) It wwYl,ci~i!Mci!iroo;nio 004 ill!. 

'Kilt; VOIIr.g u SA' i.1 a nlllonal l'lOn""fll"tlt~, nOll-part"an organ;satlcn thiW It'aches 
SIUlMIS lIhoIJ! r. iIl~~hip, civic 'Q~iiib~iy, di=n,Ul:' '''LJ' ,,,,d poi.tit.'111 
pMicipa:i<Jn. T 0<ji04l1 .... wilh c!lluroom aCIMIIIl6, S1lJdent~ (1($ PfOIAdocI wi'.l'I an 
<>J-.'II'OfIJJrW:y ~ calli a 'Kic:Is vollng' 00loI: on elee!1OI1 diIY. 8I1d the~ vote on !hit 
same candido.to~ Q(\O 19!IUCS 83 allJh. In 20()4, 1.5 m,' ioI1 Mudeot$ ItJtl"lo!od (1<.1 to 
vote tor pr~ idenMI . 1«./11 and slate c.andidato<s. ArN.~ wilh a j(1(b Volng USA 
(l TOJr...:n have ~h ow~ a "",Ij-,y , ~t .. for rllgiS19roO 18 vear ~dIl whtcto IG: 14'% 
~1""'lhan lor lIOn-part!CIP3tin g are.m. Soc www,k,d5VQIj09YMprgl. 

IIG part oIlhe Kids Votlno IJAA ~ .. C"\Ii(".e , 'Dou~IeClicl< Dem ocracy' ~$ee 
W'N ..... kjrl.~Yn'j"'l"~~ 9Cglp., W~..ctCM,,!r'i.«>V) .. >t, <1~ v~Iv .... ~ Iv ilJ",W ~ 1 LX.J"" L\~ Iu 
particfl~!oi rll"" aUllllltll ic votln!! uX~Mce U$i~ a mb·bJ.&C (l '.'(Il tOl;l ~yslcm. 
Thij o.~i r.a ba l ot!; rep~C310 1l1 c candidntcs aoo ISSueS lldults vOle 10)1", and :)I'ovioe 



&ludGnts w~~ pra.otice bal)ots which tlavellnks 10 canc!iOate biogfap~1oo and othi>f 
resources. AbO\ll ~5,DOO student3 particlp!lted dlJ(iIlg the 2004 pres"dential 
~lectioos. 

Political pante; 
Tha 2004 Young Austmlian of the Yem. Hugh EV(ln~, ho.~ SUQge~!Cd that yot¥19 
peope teel ~ hut out of mll.in~lIellm party politic.'!. 

The tormar QueenSland State YOIIfh AdvisoryCouocn totd tile oommittecthat the 
is~ll<'!S addms.!ed by roti1bll parties. parti;.ularly al ,,If>ctbn lime. ara dominated by 
those relevant to oIde' POOP/9 a~d our ag9inll population. 

Nsw id"as 

Or Ariarlne V,,,,,,,,,", 11. lectLl(er al the Uoiv"rsity of Sydney, '~ea.'"Ch,,~ young 
paopls and politics. SI1<I Vl'riles that, 'Th" 0fI\I ar ...... or p;il:rtic~atlon that lotmains 
low [Of young plXlpla, and Indead tor most AUSlral!ans, Is mamoorsh\:l of poHtical 
PlrtiCl). Rnther than label~ng party membership decline as npa.ltly, wc ought to 
.~oo how unaw.aling political partf(!., liMe beCIlITIe. And ~ is up \0 p~rt .. s:o 
in ... oI'1~ a new gIH1",atlull. TI~,. might nut 00 by way of furmal m~mb;!rsllp; 
instead, parties might consu" YOUl1\1 people on Issues ralevant to their M'Ies' (&99 
VromenJ. 

I~ the US, a ""tiuflwide ~tudy of youth atl~uoos !wrld th,,1 young PQOPIo! w.m .. 
actly'"' in thGlr communllles but not conCGrnG(! about poltlcs. As an ootCOrrnl 01 
that study. (l; :ltrnteQ:Y adopted to re·oomect yOVlh to dcmocrnoy IS that. duri[19 
"I;cjio<\ <:l>mp" ign., . Ih ~ m " dj" oil" , youth-moo" ,,,t,.,d "" nd<d~I" deb"t~3 (MO 
Nation~1 Associalion 01 $otcr\!taries 01 Sl"te). 



~~~~----------

Poli1ici.m5 

Many rI/SI/arch Gl\J(I'IGB In Australia and intomalionally r"",onl that young peopla are 
cynical about the lJ.ehaviour ot poI~icians. 

<j} How ron politicians Ihcmsolvcs rrol(){f) the faitfl of young poopie in 
1:"1; democracy? 

New ideas 

Or Ariaooll Vromlm says that pol~ioians only conGioor YOU(1g people WIlen they 
prescn! a problom; t"lat youn!J people tend 10 be tallied about remer trlall taJ;ed 
w~h: aM that your.g p<';{)p~'.5 pei""pectiv",", "r~ "'rely included in public decate. 
Or Vrom"ln ~!)g\lest~ that wi1at is needed is dj,BCt elliwrx:e of young peop""s 
~>:periences and iI'gum"nls based on ~lX;h ~videnw (5\1e V,ornen), 

In the United StalOl;, Canada (lI1d the United Kingdom. where votnO i:lr'j 
cOO1plAsory. it has been shown that cQn~1 with Jl<llrtic~1 pIIrties IInd candl:Jate3 is 
IIn important e",,,,,,,nt of 'g~I·OtII-the-vote' strategies. Following th~ 2001 R,;t;M 
g~ral "'~iu", 11", UK EIG'Ctoral Comrn~ioo iOOntiligd a lack of canvos";ny uy 
P<'i~ician~ as a Il<aly raa.60~ for (lssatPstacbon (aoolow turnout) among first-time 
votere. 

"~)';A2f\C\,n(,1- __ fr:lC)C'2 ·~jMe __ '.-_~:'0 
~<.>~Oc ',(lj, YY_<'-'Y'S __ --K b~~\ '.) ({)(:.t

J
- '\-\'"lPJVt 

\::\ " J.:- \-__ od '-\\ ~ _'v.~L_\---______ ~ 

Beillg heard 

Whll(l ~oung people mny be IUrned ofl politics as it o .... rent!y opcratco, many 
studies and 8Urv~yS h&~ kll!nrl that )"lung roorre "'" very intereslerl in rolilic~1 
i" "u"" imrortMt to them T~ chatl",ng~ for gQllarnm~nls 's to engag~ Wi1h young 
pvopl"" ;1.00 thB first1h;"'~ that younq pwpla say is that they want to bg h~ard. 

m Hdve- you I.ISOO any -<Jf Iht! govemmeot vpporlun#ifiS Iv vci::a your vpillfoJIJ<.' 
1ft aooul issUfls? HDw effGtJ/lv~ was It:' 



N!jI ..... ida?,!> 

In Weslern Austlalia, 1he Civics aIld C<tizellShip Un~ fl llle Department of Premier 
and Cabin~l aims 10 ~ntl!U1C9 oomocracy In that state through civics ~IKxl 
and the promotion 01 nn actMl citizerYy. The goel is a community wI1arc all 
W~tem A.U.'\tralians Are valued as citizens, wnere they play a signlicant role in 
setting p::>lil:;y priuit~ and wtwf~ thwy help sh~pe the nalure 01 Uwir iociety (se.:.: 
'NWW,.C!1i.~OO,iloapo.,W!l,.,~-"ill!t.I. 

lk , )<\' \) ~ s" vvl 
---- -~-

Newidea~ 

., 2003, tI1(1 Commission lor Childrert and Youn~ People was i/witad IQ par\ic'4lat~ 
m a committee for the development of 11 sports and rooreation faoi~tylor young 
people 011 P21m IsJ.!nd in North QlJe",,~I"nrl. The Comm",,;oo lJOOe~ined the 
importance 01 the commftlee ask~ young paop!e what Iheywanted. The iM'''' 
for lhw Commi~"ion wa~ not so much '1Iow do w~ involvri children in Ill" buildillg 
of INs facllhy" but rather '7low d:I we get Ihe facility the children want?". 

In 2003, in P"ll'>I.m~/t;\ i<l Sydney, a Ynuth Jury rre.Y>ntrui)'OU"Il peop'" with 
rracticaJ opportunities to learn and discuss the div~rse interests and conr.erns 0/ a 
widi;o v;o:rillly 01 you .. g ~",opl~ across Iha Parramatla '<;Igion. Participants I~amed 
about team~IDr~, n£>gotlallon Skllls and tile powefs Of government. This enabl..,d 
t~m to form rClllis/;o looommendation3 to support the needs of the collOOtive 
youttl cl 1'lIrr~mattll. 

The aim cf the youth Jury WIl~ to assist with bridging (lICial intolerance and 
cuaural rliversity am<>ng young peopl(> D/ Parramalta. 

Th8 recOlTYT'enMtion~ o/lhl! YOl~h Jury w(>re aiml!d at k(>y aO\lernm~nt ~nd 
oommunfty Q,gimiS<llions 01 Piln~rnwtt~. 

" ___ ~\[NJ\k\jXJw('~ W\{jr "'. \0\1,'",_ 

, 
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TakinQ action 
YOUrIg people wanl 10 be ~cliveiy involved in democracy. VotinQ at e',lXltions Is only 
Me way et being involved in a dffilocratic society_ 

~ Wh.chM tt.'J follow/rig lfctivflffls MW:! ytJf.1 dJnted mft, dr 'l'laiJ/d you like 10 C8.11j' 
If' 01111 ". 

Activity 
H, .. ~ don~ WQIII~ ~ke to 

1-1 or xl do (,on) 

Vclunl"",~ 0 C3 
IMlatlng or panicipatlng in a local yOUlh pro~ U Q 
In~jalinQ Qr .'iigning" p<>titiM 0 (J) 

Mendlog 0 ro."'I 01 prOCO~1 0 (j1 

Tlllcing po.~ in a 01""" C N 
Being ~ member 0/ 11 polm",,1 pMy 0 c<'J 
B~ing ~ nwmb-lor 0/ a lr.ldG ul'li<:>n U 'El 
Fi<>inoJ ~ memoor 01 ~ sl,o:),;.nt unloo n '" 
Boirl<J a member 0/ 0 nOrH)O ..... mmcr>l 

c'Ua nis~~(>1 IOffiich ~)b"8 (JOV!.m"H.r>lI~.u. n .. 0 iZJ 
Tlj~OIMU >;OCio:y, _I)' IrIlO<TlaOOnal, 

,.j O_rceaoe) 

Contacling a politician Of local !1Ovemm<>rll n 
councillor 

PArlir;:i",,~"!J in a YO"" P,,"i~m"'" rJ iD 
~in<] involl'Cd in "- 'Youth (;otllOi 0 [:{I 

Seing invo/lRd in an "'Ilanioatir;>(1 whk:h .eek$lo 0 CO 
,op,~acnllhc ViCW3 01 Y'X''''l peOple Ic,g. Young 
Au"tra!ian Rural N_l 

Young p90pi6 say that to bu OjOgaged in dermx.'r"",y tt, ~y no • .w things such M­

information: 

of'jlOrtLJ(>ilies to actively ~l>!)a!Je in c;.,moo.-.r....-:y: 

in idea ~bout what can 00 achi.wud r9alistica~y; 

spaces III which 10 meet and dlsousS: Md 

iCC<i!' S to th~ illtllrrlllt, p/1otocopi\lri , etG_ 

I'i) Wh.11 fls~kl"nce Of er;couraf}"mpnf do you neMlram "ovemment to wire 
Jft ;oc1;ofl "lxx.rllllr; issuflS yoo Ie<i!! paHi(J(1al~ ~bouI? 

N ~w idOl>' 

Brisbilne City CoLJnCil has r:leveb ped 'Vi~"'I .. Ink', ~ wpb~ill1 whK:h II11oW3 I'OL.!/lO 
~<>P" tu tt"v" a '''Y ~' the Cm"",il' . !lre>;j'am ~ Th" website conta ;n~ iolnrm~tion 
abcut how young peoP'€! can hav9 thair say, 9v'mts fOf young ~<>;>I". linb to 



r'5OUrcGG and a Iol'lJm ltlrough whleh young people can express IMf ocinions. 
Tho Council hM also providItd young p8OpI.e with IlreA! Ilroon<l6r~barro!o where 
~ey I'.3n (';(l(J'IIl k'lgether to;) rTIWI alM.J urg.mi'i, iiCIN~ and I)fOj<>::I5 !1l ~\o;!or",,! to 
flem. l'hIiIH ""iiS ... , &CICE'$$IO!e 10 your'Ig peoplo iJIlCI wog (C"..!l1/l'OO{) (sce 
YfflW.'Ii! !b&i,...orgIl 

The Vdo,ian Gonrm,..,,' ploductKI illwtlilook !or VOUI'Q people 011 how ~ 
CiI'I ...... a1e cIwlqG!n!helr oommuIll!y. The h1lOOboolI provides :;U!Jgl)(ltiom on 
hOW your.g people can get llClNe on 11 proj/ld they l..e\ ~iOI\AIl! about. and how 
rley CM implemerol !hilI project (500 'ONtW Y9"'h_"o'\C Q<,:N aul'g!!!J!D'FS!><;Q1;3 p;t\_ 

Tt1 ... F!"JU'"1do.tion for Young AU$1r.lllans If: a non·profit CI\1C1Il1SCllion dadicab:l 10 
Gayslcplng irInovative !n~i(UIVe31MI ~uppo rt ~nd empower YOIJno;l people a~ed 1~ 
10 25. The Foundahon prnYl<:1<!s S«<!'!lrlding \00" id!!a!, ptOkliltlely~ 00-

1..nd"'9 te>.s.upport inilill~,," and I",\>s U ... ,e;:;ipillnls sll ...... 1Ufot U"","""""'" lu 
ensur, tong4wJn susJanabilIry. Each )iliac. tile ~\1atIOn mlM!J9' a porttoIio 01 
gll'"'' t_ng .,QII! S6 ..... -. At ~ ~ 01 """,19 rent tun4flg e<l~1Od IQ 

tnltla!iYes Spocticatl oes~ned to beM~1 ,.,..-.g lndi!l1!nOU$ AuslralWU (V!<'! 
\ItWw ltOIlMO!Jstra~"", oral. 

'" _ }SO'S O1odp\? 
_. ....;;;t::~Qc-.\ \80 DO. CJ'~·"',,",---'LLyU 

\'Ia '~ , W 9,'1---,'==,-, 
- - -----

ltwo ""(.rh """-'1 ..... 1 St~<Jy (YES) k>urn! 11,,", p;Io, .. ms ;'"llwy,..<1"" uy YUU'\l 
peopkl.s Ihot most important souru oI ln1ormatton abOUl VOl lng. r-.1Eion;ond 
.... $Papllf~ am tile next most ~ tIotr."6IIer" )IO~O people 'Oleo.. Ihcsc btter 
5OUfc.$ With \Xl ITIC sceoticl3m. 

" \kl\, 

~------. - ---.--.. 

New "!XI" 
Troe Insplr& FOUndJ~on ((1('0 '!IM~ ,"SPire ora BU) ~ tI natlO(lal no,,·profit 
10lJndllllon wt1ich ~ims 10 cre~1fl or;pnr!u,.,;ti .... fQr yl>ui10 AI """~Ii>"I. • • I";rlr:ip~~y 
~c OOIw" ..... 16 and 25. IQ twlp tlw-mu,l"", ",-...I 011 ",1'5. Th~ Foo.r.dill ion 
1\C1.,now1e~ .... U,at YUUIl!,l ~Opkl want 10 mllkll a POSitiw cr;tl~Igr.C1I1rI lhoi' 00."" 



lives and in their eommooi!i~s, Young peaplt'! are acliVt'lly invo/\ied in the 
OeveioprTlentand deivery of all the Foundation's in~iatiV8s, One inilia:i'lP., 
'ActNow', is a 1I'<Jb..b",soo s~ that wi~ provide young pwpl .. with lnk>mw:ion 
ard 6UWOrt on howlhey eM b()COmo invo/VCd ill issues or causes In thalr 
ccmmunily thal tht'ly are pa~ionate about 

"" 
" 

MeCl bDtwccn 

, 

otloplcs. pertlOlPate 
in t~ exchange of 

t). R""""t ir.ilialiv<!S 

, , 

Th" US A<.l Cound is '" rlOn.p,ofit organi~"'tion whk,h produces, distribule. and 
pre>mot&e public Sl!rv'ooE> campalgne on e. range ot 188~. A recent "8m;J""t!ln, 
'Fi1)/11 Mannequinism', tooUS3ed on improving youth oWfo ongagement ond vorer 
participation. It inl'OJved lft[t'!vi~ion and radio ads aimed al oe~i:19 )'OlJIl9 people 
involved '10 issues they care ahoout. vcOlIllIeering and voting ISM 
W'tfW, I iqht,'Tli.I1" \;IQ!,!~' ilim, Uf',l)' 

'Rock the Vote' is a non-profit Of,.nnisnHon whioh aims to cnga,.o YOU<lQ peopl9 in 
the political proee33 in the United States Ilnd draw attention to issues ot correern 
10 youna peop"', It r.oo<diMT"~ vnt",r fe8i~tratiM <iri",,~ Md erllJCatioll elto.1S 10 
...,<ure YO""'9 people ~xerdse the>r right to wta_ Yolith culture is h"mess~ in tr.o. 
promotion 01 its COlffiD<ligns, many 01 wh k:h !ijatlXll high profW" c<i/Jetdo;, irlCluding 
musicians. ac1ors. athletCS and comedi<lfls. In the 2004 e!cctions. 1.2 mlllon 
people took: acNantage at Ih~ org~n~alioll'~ onliM voler regiStralTDn laclity, and a 
IlJ~~ 200,000 reoi5tered as apart of thf! R(J(:~ the Vorn Bu~ T oor "~ro~s the 
wuntry (.~" 1'I'W1I'.'9\;kttwvyl",c9ln), 

----------



The's Is no set form 10r a submission to the committee. Submissions may be made using 
the i'lquiry r~ponse farm or in the tDlTl1 01 a letter, a ~!bstantiIIJ paper ora short 
documerit and they may ilcll.ll:W ~ld;';",s. Submissions mayeontain facts, opinions • 
.... g';rmmts and r9OOfT1'l1sndatlOnl~ for actlon, TM most IJIiwuI submissioo~ are to U1S 
point, 

The committw wo~d prOforwritton submtsSions. bl.ll will also accopt submissions on 
audi:! t!!pt!. r or Mitten S~bm;s.~iorlS, typed or printed te>d is pmferabfe. tllough legible 
hand,written submissions are aco:eplable. NumOOr"ed pages and, Ior submissions in 
e"c~~s of 20 pagl/s. a brill! iummary and a table of contents i~ also h\llplul. 

All submls~ions must include th~ na,ma and oontact detail~ of tJw persoo mak;"g the 
submission. Those maKIng a submitskm on OOI1all of an organisation should indicaw at 
wtlal loval too ;;ubmi:lsloo hila been authorised (ej;I ~ub-«>mmitt"'8. prc:;idont, chll:r. etc.). 

Public offloors may malle submissions as private individuals, However. ~ ref9re~ III 
made fn a $ubmiaaion to Iheircfficial posrtion, it should alSo be made clear that tho 
SubmOlSion L. m,,<1 ... in ~ pciv"te capacity Submissions from gOVf!mmentd<'lp<'1rtmen~ 
s!'Jo(Jld be alllhoris."j in accordan~ with normal dlIpar\llrentat procedure. 

Content ~nd relevanc. 
A s<bmission may cover some Of all 01 the Issue$; mlsed in the ruspons~farm. It would be 
helpful if submrosiOO$ clearlY stated which js~ues are beino addressed. 

The IlOmmiHC(!'s usual procooure is to publioly releaee and table G(1)missioi1S in the 
Le<Ji~llI.t.v1l Assembly. No! ~II ""bm OIS;OOS wi~ ".,.,esS<'Iri/y be publ~h!!d andIor t~bled, I he 
oommitt..e reserves the rigllt \0 nol publish or table oonHdenlial submissio:>m. or 
sub<nissfons wllich am iT\llavant, <.:OIllain icurr~ous or defamatory mat .... i;". or ate 
o1herwlllEl not sUitable for publishing, The committee Wi~ Inlorm you If It <»:;Idas not to 
accept, or not to authOrise the publ1catiOn ot, your submission. 

Cl>nf[d .. nli~ljty 

The eomm;t:ee "ttempts to cooduct ft5 ;';quiri!!s ;.; the mM! npen wfly po.~ible. I tOW<'IVef, 
it YOlI believe that you, wbmissiun (Of part 0( it) shuuld not be maoo public, cI\larly write 
'cunndential' on uilch p3g; and, In a brllll ccwri/Kl IIItt9r, ",xpJain why your s.wmi~!iiun 
&hOIlO be treated contidCntially. TIle committoe willlhon oonSider your request for 
confiOO()tia~ty. 

Un"uthorl~ed A~lefls~ 

Or"lCl' tr.e ~omm illee r!'Ceives a submission, it bocames committee pror~;1y a~d .• hould 
not be publistwd w~hout tl19 commitlw's authorisation. Publicatiun ut iI submission 
w~h'1Jt the committco's aLllhoriMtion meanD that that publicatio~ Is nOI prot\lCtoo b~ 
pOfMmentary pnlli!ege and may amount to!l conlempt of I'lI.rliaroont. 

All submiss ions ~l1ould be se"t to 
The Af,osliIsrcll Dlroclor 

I e>gal, Constitutional iilnd Adlni~istrat;VliI RliIv;"w Co""nilllile 

f'",I;~men; Ilou~"" C~ge Street 

snW,oANi, 01 n 4000 



Submission! close on W~dnesd .. y, SO Ncwember ~005 

BdeMiQn~ to too closing date may be \iven ~ you Cle~ more time to make~ 
subm'ssion, or I yuu reqc:irll iurthllr imormalion, cootact thll comr:1ltt .... l5 ~eo;,.T\IIa.-i~t un: 

Teleph""",,: (07) 3400 7307 
Fax: (07) J.106 7070 
Emu, : !care @ojlrP!lmentald.coy. ~u 

Copies 01 this papeJ .. rv.J all mh .. , publications by Ih .. LG>lal and COflstitutiooai C"",mitte .. 
ar .. av~ilab!IJ on the Intt.'fnet via the COrM1rttoc's homo paQo at: 
WW'{"/. pyr~\1menl,old ooy aylcommFtteerna'rev htm 

~~~~~~- - - --

N~ml! ........ ?-l~\(\\o.!~\. . \S.~:J\(\ .-s;,~ \ .......................... . 
Age [cpUonal): ..... , ........... " ........... " ....... ., 

Ad<lmss: 

Co~tOOl (o.Q. ptlone number): ................ . 

'--'m"~ •.... ~ ........ ~ ......... ~ ......... _... _ ... _ ......... _ ......... _ .... _.J 




