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yOWy Vo[r,~ 

Th~ aim of this lrIqulry 1& 10 make practio~ rlMOmmer'ldatlans la 

ino;rwas .. the iotllrest and partlcipallan of young poop! .. In dllmocrat;y in 
Queenslmd. 

The committee want~ 10 hear from )'<lung reopl ~ . in particul,,,, ~00U't: 

;;. what re needed!n aueeneland; 

'i!:; what wiJI work; 

& what won't; Iln<:! 

~ what you wan! to do or I!xJNriorocE', 

Wij wo!,Jld also likll to haa' tram al peopJa i1 Ou<;ollnsiand who h~v" an 
inler ... l irl )'OUrlg P""I'le, Or irl ymll19 I""'l>fw "f~<Oginy ~, ct..mOCIacy 

Ta help)'<lu to think al:out, di..cu",~ Md ,...,epond la mattere relevant to 
the i1quiry, we hll.~e set out below ~ome: 



Educatlonllnlonnation 

It is tIl@jobofl/1<;!ElectoraICommissooOuwno;;land(ECO) to ilnsur~ that poopII! 
ilnrOlaJ'ld '.Iota a.t@lectloos. To do thill. the ECO uses educalion and awar~ncss 
program3 (e.g, post()l!r~. pootll13 800 school V;~M)_ 

la =~nrECa d~beffer Of'ditfemnoy.iiJ(pJt, itS,rMt3.9lIgeacross to 

New ideas 

In 2003, Eleoti0fl5 Canll.M partner&d with Cable in tI1l! ClI!s.sroom 10 Mvelop a 
nl!W voter edur~tion prOQram for S.tllden~, iilCluding a contesl challen{lillQ peopl .. 
~ed 16 to 18 to .;feate 3O-second puLOic S@rVicilarIlouncem&nlioovideoteUinoJ 
U",ir p""rs why Inil dilmocratic process and vO(ing a19 Imporbllt, 

The United Kingdom Electoral Commission's '00 PDiitic.s' IlJm~ 10 get )'<lung 
peopll! involved in democracy, It may be ac<OeMed at: """""_dom~ti<;~m_uk_ 'Do 
PoI~ic.s' coodl£ts worksho!,,> and@V9I1ts, and provides 'esources and Iraming 
across tile UK Ior your,g peopIiI_ 

Ir. Australia, the Youth Electoral Study (YI:OS) teood !hat some incentivro would 
attract a titst votl!_ Young P"Opl<! "lIid" t"" brMk or tly, u.'" ot rromnlinnal rock 
ooncerts would be the rr<)stelloctN9 ince<ltives, but t/wre- was abo SOO1E s~port 
fer the If'ltion thill inc,,"liv9S should not 00 needed a.s voting Is a responsibility 
that oomes with ctti.zensbip. 

~ /1.;;r( rh .. ,) sj,;,/;/ ,',N,a "1-' "/,_,,,,;1>.1 
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VOlerreglWation 

In AUSlralia, each pcrsoo mllSt complete an enrolment torm to registel to vOle, 

~ Hvw,CQufdJhe ECO makO it eaSior {or young ~pia foenrpi and become 
J!I rogislcrodlo vote? " 

New idea:! 

In somg countries, registration ill done by the OOvernmcru GO 1nCl.t people arc 
nutomaticaliy registerM whl!n they fetICh \/Oting age_ An intern~t;on~1 repor1 by 
Ih8 Instit~tp. lor rlemocracy,..-,.j Eledocal Assislaoce, Youth Vole.- P.'l~idpalion, 

s~gests aulornalO; r!lgistr~tion by th ~ ~ov .. rnmarJI rathsr tl\an it biling a duly 01 
aO£tl parson to enrOl, 

OIhl!r countri,.,; en .. ~ people \0 regist,,' at O!\ polling staticor1 on .,lecHon d<'lY, or 
on-line 

In Canaca, EICC(iorm GanuCl(l idenlifieS peOpte 'lino have 1UrneCl181hrougn 
IIltOrmatlon provi~ed by, tor e:t~mpt8, th" 1"" nffic.e ;mM mm", vp.hicle reg;3t~~. 
n" Chief FI"Cloral Office.- writes \0 these peq>1e to ask thern \0 confi"" lhat th"'J 
~r~ ~Iog;bl~ to VU\ .. ~nd consent 10 boin~ includ0d in lh ~ national r .. ~i't~' 



Polling elation" 

In Quoonsland. polling slaUons ale lIl!ually Iocaled in SOhOols 0( hals and alC open 
between 8/lm and Bprn. 

J, Iiowcould rhe EOO.makeil easier fer yaung poople tilCilsl !lJeIrYOlO? 

New ideM 

In racool Canadian oloo1ions. Elootiol"W Canada introduced mOl" poUll 11 locations 
10 l'ilich)oOUllQ people have easy access, such as near student residonces and 
urivelSily neighboumood,_ 

In Can«cIa, p<JII',.,g stalioo~ are Up"" jor 12 hours. 

Delegations from the i\tmtm~an Eloctoml Commission and the Victorian Eloctoral 
CcmmiSSiOn oIlilel1led electronic \oIOIino- proces~s at elections in lhe USA, UK 
and I",!;,ne! he1weM 1:'000 Md 2002. The delegations con~kf"..."rlthe different 
options that are a~aiJable, tf'ijir a!.lvanla"",~ ~n!.l ,haW«lllitges alld how eacll 
opIKm woliO tU~ Australia's vOl:)nQ systoms, Thedelegatlone r()Corrm~ndW e· 
voting 00 made available to certain olasses 01 votels iI1cWtnQ votelS in Antarctioa. 
volalS in remrn..lo<:allon.", vntl'l'S w~h 11. niMbil~y 1\00 QIIerseas voters (see 
""' ....... a!?C_92Y_ayl cont""t1whaV""tiog!~l .... tfonic r~po<tOnde"l->tm U1d 
... " ... ~"5 .Qov.~ tJI cantllflt/w haWot inglE· voting ".po It .pd!). 

/I recont ropert of thE! ViOtorian Sorutiny of Acts arld Regulatiolls Committeo. 
Victorian EitJClronic D~macracy, coo~roo electronic voting. II recorrmellded 
that VictoriM elections ~hould nol be conducted remotely via · .... 'ormat ion "od 
communiciltiorn; WctuJ<Jlogies illlh .. """I lulur ... l.>u1 ;u."-,tii,,d thQ lolo""rog key 
advantaggs at remote voting systems: 

"'~~y ;,:~,"'"" lor IlawJ~f$ and disabled people; 

providing "" inlerfac~ for uthw tedlflologiss su~h as SCfee~ redders, ArI\ I II'! 
~ur"puters, maqnifil/(i; cr alt!llnativa data 9nlry S¥lltams; 

alowing fur U ... ""sy "'1d ~I,eap distribution of bal lo t p"p~rs fi diff.,.-ertl 
languaQIIs; 

i,,~ta"lafl9OuS pfoc~ssinQ: and 

"Iowing .....,lelS 10 aOC\lSS a \\lid" ranQ~ of other informatio" , ... h ~" CQ'l sidern g 
and cssth g lneir VO\{). ' 
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Acfv~noe voting 

Curron~y i1 Queensland, rt you can't vole a1 YtJur nearest pol~r.g boolh 00 1h~ day 
of a ~"'je elediol!, special arrangem"ffils CM be lOad" for you to cast )'QI.I" vote, 
si.d1 as by adV'd.IJC<I voting in j.HlrsOll or postallf()Ung. Thas9 opflom. ar!! ~vaililbkl 
in 0Il1y some circumstancos· for examplo, ~ you: will be il11erstale on pollilg doy; 
have a disability, 01 can't vote on that day lw::I!use cA religious be~efs, For ftrlhl!r 
information, see www.OO!J_9kl_goV.3(l. 

I t~~.t~~?!t':::::t)~~~~~in~~:r::=~ 
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NewlClw 

tn the UK, poIOtal VOli'lg ts 3vattablG~o any englble voter 00 request. A person m:.y 
apply to!' postal ~otin~ for a paniout<\l' etoolioo, for Q oertain period of time or for nX 
fLttu", eleotion ~, 

To facilitate voting, the slate govwrrrn",,1 could oNcwe the day of a "tdle eklction 
.. public ho~day or schlldulil an illQCtton jor a day other than a salUrday. 

~~~~~~~--~-~-

Close of r-ofls 

Currel'llly, after a staw eNc~orl is catiwd, ~tij hav~ betw<;l<;ln 5 afld 7 daY" to 
/9yister to'lOt<;l, 

fj Ni~lf;liII~_.yvuflgpeop/9_i:rtqid wdisio~.q~'ii;tt¥i~_w;J.~-niJ oppOmmiIy 
'!l IOf'lIroi<litllr an o/QC;flon,/s:called1--- ': _ ' , 

r-klw_kl!l:"!i 

Prior to the 2004 fad,..-.. I lileclion, Ill" Spacial Mini"ter of Slat .. , Eric A~"L< 
propo~"d that: 

tha eteotoral rolt be closed 10 new ~oter~ on the dllY the eledion writs would bf: 
i3l!lJf:d (usulllly lh .. d~y theelK:tion is anooooced); and 

pw~I" wishing \0 changa their ervo!moot details be giV\ln three days to do 60, 

- ./ 
/Au;eL;L 



Fi)(ed election day 

In Queensland, there i~ M ti)(~d el""ho~ day for ~tatB ex.ciians. 

A fiXed election day could allow rnprovoo r.iv~ oolK:;l.t<On cour:ses, mock'<!l!!Ction~ 
Md oth~r strateg;es BflCooragiog yoong ~~'s 61ngagement with etedioos to be 
P(""'lW in advancl/ (ioo IXiln9r). For e>:ample. a fixed IIloction day would .. 1101'1 
olVics Cidu<:alcr.) to plan arid conduct their courses in parallellVilh an election 
oampaign. 

~ Doyou think impro'oled civics ed<fC<tlion i$ ;, lw:)ffhwhi/SfMSMf{lr ga~mmet1t 
,,, Io~ider J Change 10 fixMffitm e/~ctioos? - ' .. 

New iOO,1S 

In OUMnslMd, Elections for 1'Il1oc.at govemm!lnt authoritie. 'HI! g"Mlally hAld 
eoJI>ry four years on the last Siillurdi.y in March. 

\,.,<- ,;.' '-; .-' 
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New voting systGm 

'n QOO9M!anct, a system of optiono.i profcrontial vOIinO if; used. fI fact SM!!1 about 
'OPV' i$ availaDle from: \VWW,eca,Qld,QOv,@u. 

Do yoo tfli(Ik Y.OIJ(ig ,peppJe WOIildbemore Jiktl/yto vote if file lI()rillQ Gystan 
Im" riltJ/Igl!d sc lh"rcandit1alils:runningbn ClirlillniSSUi>s:ql particular InI<!filSf 
to, ,young Pfi'Opk>. W&I>l ';lIor~ lik(l/ylCJ' g~e.Jedti>d aM tiaiffl:- <t' voice In 
palii"'IlfIIJl7 ' 

~~!l:as 

"" 

Arf""ndi~ n cC<1taills a r ... vis...d vg r~iOll of a p"p<>r pr<>parll'd ie>< ~Il "''1l'ry, H:'tnri~ 
00 Parliam<ilnl, by .... L<iI9al and Con~I~utional Comrnil101<l 01 Ill .. previous 
Parharrwnt. It proviooslnforrnat!on aboUI our vollng system and ways it mic:lhl b9 
ehall>lecl to provide more diversity in candidntes who might I>c 0100100, 

A~ in QU~~IlSland, Ih'" votinO sy-;t..,m in t)).., UK mal<~ it v~ry rtifikull far 
caoodale3 from minlX partie50 to get <i!le~Wd. In May 20D5, SDme 500,000 school 
students in thtl UK votGO in a mock alectloolO colncld(l w~h t~ general el<,ocliorls. 
Too students VOICO for the OCWIlI condidOlcs. The reSlJtG GhowcCf that me 
students were attrllcted to pIIMies w~ich ran candidates on cert!llfl issoos: tDr" 
eX<l.mplf! ..• t.>dent3 WllO felt passonate "bout the enviroom~nt v~I"" fnr 111 .. Green 
Party. O .. spiki.o 1";"'910 have ~ sillyl" c«",jkJ«[g relur"'K] in tll" 9"",,,r<l1 .. lections, 
100 Groon Party secured 45 out of a possible 349 seats In rM mac~ (lI9CtIOll, 

rroportioMI r"pr ... ~ntil!ion voting, which i~ ".1"<1 for S"""IP. .. Iedions 'r1 Auslr~ lia, 

provides greater opportunity for rninlX pillti .. s to will s,.ats. 

" 4-:"c,"_:.L_ 
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Votil'lg age 

In Austr~~Il., you must be 18 years old to vol .... The minimum voting age ... Qth~r 
COOdries ra~ from 15 IU 21, 

The minimum ages !>(!i by Ih<;> law for uthw ilClMtiw ar .. iislod in appendix B. 

~ ~:f$;~;~W::::~~~~~~~~ts::::lrttie 

Newideas 

~ Aprll 2004, following a projoot OIl tM (l,liIe of elootoral majority, thlllJnitcd 
Kingdom Electoral commiSSion reoommended Ihat the minimum age tor al! levels 
01 vo~ng in public ele<:tions in Ill" UK remain al18 years for lIle time t>eina_ n " 
UK Elecloral Commis!i.ioo advised, hu~er, 1h~t ~ ex~ad \0 uIIWrtakol ~ 
Jurlh...- fOlTIlill rilview of thll mllllmum voting 8\1& wittlln a further Ilvll to &awn 
)VaR. It encooragCXl the gO'J()mmont 10 consider initiating a Wid",r review of the 
~go of majority. 

In 9:000, a report OIl changifl~ ~oci...r;ond legallr<ilT\<'iworl<s for young Australians 
round that, desp~ .. wm& tnl&rllS! In gatting mora Involved In their community and 
i1 guvlmYTlent dooisioo-ma)(ill!il procosses, young people wore quito reluotant to 
claim lt10 nont and lesponsib~ityol having the vat'" younge, than al age 18. ftle 
mlljoMIy (74"4) of: yOlng f'I'Ople invDlved in IM IMM.reh said that they werl! not 
I<tady or interested in gelting irrvol'lC'd in fo.-rnill poiili<;<li J1f<IU'''''..s swh as IOOti1g 
wfow they Wilro 1 e. TtJglr parllnts agreed, YI1th a maJority (61 %) IU~~lISlir1!llhal 
'IOung poop!e afe not mature enough and not intereoted in voHng before they are 
le, and that younlil people I.'nder 18 ha~e other fl(essures to confront eM contend 
with (s,"", Carson, Fitzgerald and Rochoi). 

Compulsory voting was InlrodlJCOO in Queensland in 1914 and by the 
CommonwcaHh in 1924. Rcsearoh by Mitner (published 111 Civic urcrllC'/: How 
Wormed CitiEens Make Detrl<Xlacy Warl<, I JniVP.f!lity P'I!M 01 N"w England, 
Hanov .... , 9:0(2) indicates lhal tho err~t of illroducing compul50ry voli"9 in 
Australia wa~ to I>fing about a 23·4 oVIlfaM incr~asg i1 voting. 

{..~Y· <7t--t.--..... ~- ~-<:,-r ----2c~~~:./ 
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Education in schools 

In OueenslMd ""hnok, there is no wbject called 'civO: s educat"",' or 'citirM5hip 
educ~1ion'_ Primo,ry ~f1(J sec<;Mldary sludents I .. am about d .. mocracy, induding 
pa"iam .. n~ government arld ctections, in a numoor of different subjoctS. Students 
atso oxperience democmcy ~t school, jor ~~ample Ihrougll elections for school 
cOlJrlcil m~mher~ ~ndJor school "'adBf-S 

Education about dcmocr~cv 
AdditioMI ~ducatioMI nrrort"",ties r~levant to democracy incl,de 



"l 

vii;1:o lu th" Qoolilnsland ParbmQllt, or to a regional elTtlng of tha OU8linilland 
Parllamerll, and Cducaliono.l uoliv~ies p(ovided by Parliamentary Education 
service~: IInd 

gWoral 8d.!caHon acliv~i,"s conducllld bytM Australian Electoral Commission, 
suctl as SChool vi:llts, 

For siudllnts 

W11at, wa-ked well. and what did you ~1joy wli~f1 too leamt about or 
eiperi9f1Crild.rmw~r;jiif1 ,VPIiT IOdiooi? " ':'_-' 
~more, orJi.J'''sCtiOot~ ,dO ,to. pn~ge'rPu'fO::vall!edt:olliOQit!cy i;md 
(!feptlre yau~o'tfJat yoLIlJrBWeHjn1dtmeff"ndoonfldi¥d Il/'iout (!f1g~r'1QirI 
c~mO.iacy't ' , ' - ' " "i. 

For teacher>; 

l r=d:t:i~!"'f:lg:,~j}f4:/:/f/t:;tJ/:l!!tI=~1 
Now ideas 

In pr@vicusiflquifj"s, Ill\! leg,,1 "nU ConiltJtution~1 Committ,*, and ths L",!!"I iif1U 
ConstitutIonal Commmoos 0( t/lQ 49th and 50tIl Pa~iamen\s haw mad; 
rooonvnoooations aboUl ciVios educatiOll 111 QueenalatlC. Sm~ar 
recoml11<!ndalion~ haw. been mllOO by m3ny nthBr Austr~li~n hodie3 in recent 
yeMs_ A I;,;t of ~~ of Ihflse recommendations i5 set out in appendix C. 

The Coostilutional Centre 01 Westem AUSllalla was established In IlncooragQ 
peopJe of a~ ages to learn about lhe Westem Au~lralian poIttical a'(lltem and how 
to ~d;vel)l particip;lte in it, It oft",~ dl5pla~ on the Const~"tion and Mpf\(".1~ 01 
citizenship ""d poilical history. The ElliCtoral Educalioo C6<1tre is!ocaled within 
th" same comple>;, and prQvidllS iIlt~racUYi< programs allowing peoplg 10 cast a 
v«a. discover the origins 01 domoomC)' al1d undCrstnnd how !he voting 6y~tam 
works (sea www,rx;entre.wagoyapijndex.hlml. rragrams. presented n wa'(ll 
which engage )'<lung p"orl~ , 1\re I\L~o coodo >eted k ... school s~nt~ "j'~inD the 
Centre_ Teacher resoofC~ Hs complenWr1t each program. R~sourc'il boxes (In 

vii'iuus topics "'" avaitablil to schools in IQITlQtQ area,., In addition, thB 

COOS1ftutlOnal Centre Ms developed an 'OUt RcaCll PrOgram' which invoNes a. 
nctwor\( of looaf people in rura.l and remote alell8 ot Weatem Austlaha PIOVtrjinC 
programs to stlJdenl~ in those area~_ ~ome pmor~m.~ ar~ "Pfl("ltic 10 mdigenous 
r;o.T1mun~ies 

A Civics iind C~i2Gneh!P Edooatlon website [which Incorporates a pravklus 
'DiscovCling Democracy' wDbsite) i3 WWWcivjgsandQlJizen5llio.edu.oY, 

'Kids Vo:in() USA' is a natiooal rlOO-protit, non-partisan org~nisation UI3I ~achf!s 
stoo ... nts "bout "ili~lIflShi~, civic respOIlsi!)ility, demOCr<lcy ami ~oIiti<;al 
p~nlcipatinn_ Together wim class lOom activities, Students are prov!deo wllh an 
OppOltUl1ity to cast!l. 'Kld.~ Voting' 001101 on election day, and they ~ote on the 
MmB c<'In<fffitp.s ~ rxI ~SUM <'13 adults, In :!J)(14, 1.5 milion ,~ludenls lumP.rt out to 
IlOtB lor ~1OSi<jG'lltial, !ocal .. "d slat .. candida!,,". Ar~". will, a Kid. VOh1g USA 
prcqram haVg show~ a II(1tll1g rate tor reQlstered 18 year olds which Is I~% 
hig"lcr 1h1l.n IDr non-participatin\l areas, See wwwkld3yQbnqy$aora/. 

As part ot too Kids I/c(il>;l USA sefVk v, 'DolJbl..ciick o"mocra(:)l' (s"," 
"''''''_ "'dwo'~"luPhor<!fDoubj..ctick!inI"'.""p) w." d<>wlop~ to " 110,,, 'llxwnl~ tu 
partloipate in an aUthentic voting OXp!:l<ion()() ur,in~ [\ wob-bnsod vct,in;; system. 
Tho) on~r,e be!kltS repJic~te the can dl date~ ~nd iMlJ ~~ adults vote fOI. OOd provide 



studenl$ willlpraCllce bi. Joti wt'oIca have rlnkG 10 condlda!fJ DlGglapO!M end Q(hl!!!' 

rssourees. 1\bouI3S.000 stude1rt3 p~tfld during !he 2.(lQ4 pre$'den~aJ 

""""'. 
iWmi NZ Pal ~~'1$ a US·baooo' website \1hich o1tel'3)'Ol.nQ people an 
opportunity to particlprllC In dlseWl~iM forums 00 topic4 s...:h ~$ me IiIconomy, 
Ioreign policy, g<1noraJ poI~~llnws, animals and \he IInv!rocvnent. Provision i~ 
also mad .. for \'Wf1Q 1MI00ie to contribute 10 di$CUSSio/ls under the banM! of 'J.!1t 
wing chat' arxf 'right wing comer'. BM 'MVWJeer\.Vl7ool'!ics soml!wmv. 

'l,t _~h:: ~r:; - :"", 
v~d_ I ",¥' , _ _ =( 

Pnllllc.il partioos 

n .. 2004 V<U19 Aul;1Ja/l3ll oIlnO Year. Hugh bans, hM sug;oesled that )'<1Uf'9 
I»QJIiEllecl $.'U OUI ot m afMCrum paI1y palilroS 

Thit IormGr Queen>land Stille Youth Advi3oryC<lUIIC~ loId the(".MYI'Iitlef,tnat hi 
is~ OOdres~ed by pOlitical pIIr+IM, pNliclJlarly at election tim .. ,." o;loc ,i naloooJ l>y 
tho~" re ..... ",,! ,,, 04<10;., 1"'4J" d' oJ UIJ! "'\I ..... "" populatlon. 

f!I '~"'''"''''-'''' i7di(,)' ."",.~ ; ':' ',' , .. ~, .. , ,~ .• , .~. ;0;/ •• ", 
I" tt'~t1, I :!:" " "'~"'~~i.i:'$:~ , ;~ ... ~::ili~;'~'~"":;';"~~;j)" '" 'i'(o!,W," ',l/Ic':<. ', _" ""T.P:.',' .,-:, " , ,, " '.' ,~'$> .. ''-,1',':W_'"" .. , ' -I, . ' \" ,\ ... . " • • ', ' .... ,, -. 

M>w ideas 

Or .I\riaW!e VIO'I'ler'\, A ~urtr 611ha Un iversity 01 SydrlVy, ,&>IlI<I«.+oa1 young 
poop ... and poIitlc$ $11 .. ....,-;1"" r,al, 'The CllOj iIIua alllart:cfp31~" th3t remains 
low tor )'OU'IY ~, and InoooCl lor moot f\oolHili'II'II), rJ member3hlp of pollllcal 
panIos. Aalhclr Ih.:ln labellng j)artymem~ decline " " lIpt"11hy. _ (ItJ!Il1 to 
soo tlow UMpIlMIntI I'I(:O C!lI p,!lrtiM have becomv. Am ~ jj Ill> lu ~fies to 
........ ~ 11 ......... ge"erilltiu". n ,b; mighl oat b9 byway 01 form'" membCft~: 
ios1<i!O:id, ~;ort;"i might Ctlfl tUl VOIJr"IQ fIOOPte on isS1.le3 rele'itll\! to thet lives' (5eo! 
Vltlmen). 

In the US, a Nltlor>widio study ul \'Oll'" attituoos 10011(1 that yovng people I'iQfO 
active ;n UtI.r <.:"Ommu~MIeS bVl !'lot conoornoo ;}balll po~tl(l3, A3 110 O\.tcome Of 
that ctu<1y, a stratGgy ll,(jQptsa 10 re--corlllect youth la dp.mocrllCy I~ th~l, tillri,,!) 
election campalQO!, the mAnt~ nlf..". jlnLilh • ." .-.-Joo,,,t ... 1 r.~M"J~ I" ,~ .. : .. ~ r' .. ~ 
N ~tion ~ 1 A ~~ociatt(ln of Sec'",!.,;...,; uI S l"t~ ). 



",. "'< ',",.~,",' -- ," -'._' " -

Politid"m; 

Many re-sea,-",r, stoor..s in Au.;lralia and intllmatkmally rlll'ilal that)'QUrIQ pe~pJe ar~ 
cyni~aI aOOutIMII oohavlour of poIM'clws, 

'!fi How can pclilickii-ls ~ms~Vf/S ID5toie tfJa falm of young poopIf/ in 
Ifi cfi>fflQCI:Ir;y? 

New iCcas 

Dr Ariad:w Vro",,,,, s~ys that politicians only cOIl;ider young PIIOPIII when thl.ly 
present a problPm; thal young people tood 10 00 talked about rather 1han talked 
wllh: and that young pooplc'n perspectives are rarelY included in public debate, 
Or Women suggests that what is needed is di,ec\ Bvidflnce of young peopl~'~ 
eKpI!riencp..'I ano1 ~rg[Jments based on such evidence (see Vrornen)_ 

kl Ih .. United Statlls, Canad~ and th!l Un~EI{j Kingdom, where voting Isn't 
compulsory, It has been Shown lh>lt conUl,ct with po~Hcal portiw and cand,dutoo is 
an important element 01 'gel-out-Ihe-vole' ~tfl!.legjQ~. rolowirtg t~ 2001 Brili~n 

general f!lllCtion, 100 UK Electocal Cornmi~sion iOOn!~ied a lack of canvassing by 
poitidans a.. a Ii .... ly r .. a~an for dissatislRClion (and law tLlrnoul) amOllg li-s1-time 
voters. 

Being heard 

While l"'Uf'g p<ilOpl~ may be turnoo off politics as it currenlly OPE/rates. many 
stUdieS and surveys hove fOlJl1d IMf young people are very ifllere~ted in poltical 
i3sue~ mportant to them_ Th~ ~M"'n!J" i<>l' governments i~ to "no",oe with fmmg 
fl""!l""', and the f;',1 thing that young ~op'" "ay is \l1~\ U"'Y "',"<It \0 00 l"'ilrJ, 

i2 H~v" y<l<J u5ed any d rile govemment CHXJ,lunitks 10 vQic;) )10<" <pillions 
f!il about iSSUBS? How .. {fediv" "'"" it? 



NewidQM 

111 Wgc!Gm A!J:;lralia, !he Cr.1e:I1If1d Citiler.ship Un~ in the Oepar'lrroMt 0( Premier 
MO Cabl'lelllil'ns 10 ~11Ce demoe.'ICY in !hat cI.allllhfOU\jh dvb.llducation 
Md IIwl promotion 01 iIIl ~ ciIiNrwy. The goaJ is a C1J!MIIJI'iIywllort <In 
W9$"lem Auc!r.IIlarls are valued «I cItIZens.. WNl1"I!I1ney plf\y 110 ~ role in 
COning DOIi::y pricmlC3 Md .mere Ih$y help shape Ih$ ~ ... ~ at Uwi. aoci¥ty (~: 
tfWW dli1""""..,..,. W~ QQ'f wO. 
Or .Arlilltlol Vromeo $tJgllcstr; !hilt. 'Yooog people Mile! bl"Olld "'r.ge ~ 
economic, social. aM p!l~lieAllt.l'ffl"~s' IIOd !nilt .... " not"':! 10 'cr~aI" irx:~;.,.v 
!prms 01 !)<l"'fflI1'~nce that recognl$i .... ld lx.J~d IJIlO"fl dm8111111 waYli of making 
oommun~ie$. nlO$~ in ~r ~d la i$ten 10 yOUlll,l peoplo mo1'O. Uld \IOlJOI/ 
~i9'& ~ villwt ilr.d cKpcrionce3 need 10 be III'".icufated in Ihl'!I"rIEHia' (see 
VtGm&nl. 

'" "r; . <';'~Ll-",k,"Jf.",-, +"~"'''.f _______ _ :I' ) 

Nywkl9u 

In 2OO3.!h~ (;.orryni!lsion !or C!1ildHIf1 and Young f'lIO!lfO was Inll110d 10 pMIcI~IG 
In .. oommilt\!e IU( Ih'" <.kl~lQpmgm of a SportS arnllllClOOlion fnc_itytor young 
~«III1v on Palm IslanC In NOIU"I Quoons lal"ld. lhe Commlt.!ion unMr:ined the 
Impcnaneo Of !ha oomminee 8)klng young peopl~ ~t tl)eywante<l. The is~ue 
tonne COtnmiMion "IIIB.' not M mlJ(";h 'flow 00 Wtl ;n ..ol>l", c;h!/dr"" in the blJikJing 
d IfIIs. f ... ~Iy·bul ' dU,,,, 7,_ <Ju WII gfH 11ltI1<IcIIIty me CI1Utl'T1:1t1 w<lt1tT. 

In 20()3, in Pallamar.a In SyUrICy. Il YOul!l J~preunlec1 young p!!OpIe .... ilh 
~ opporvttilxlll) leam and dl5a.lM !he <1iv..rse inl~.$I:5 and <:Oncerns, ot a 
...-100 lIM et"! 01 yooog peop~ lIC<"O$$ the PamJI"llatt. ' 911;011. P;;" li; ... ..-.I~ 100",00<.1 
&lXluI t&Am\\IOfIc, oegotll!lkIfl d ;;ilfi am1 U ... J>O'I"II"i of ~o:MlI"lIm&n1. Thls: ooablod 
t~ to lonn r ...... listic ",,"""Omm~illIolIs to support tM nocdG of tM coll)Ctivc 
ywth ul PiHTiI.=na. 

Tho;. aim IIf lhoi Youth Jury was to assist with bridging rnClai intoklrance ood 
c ~~urilI tlNerslty amon~ young people 01 Parramatlll 

The [(lCommant!aUons 01" \hQ"Yovth Jury "II'f!.I"lI1Ioirned III ~ 9O""mml'l"l! >Inn 
CO/Tm\.WI~ orj)Wlisebons 01 P"""~. ,.. - .. ... /. 
---.J2g'(,." .. ~~-£ c" {v ; " -;"'{"'(' 

, 



Taking action 
Yo~ng p90plo wanl to 00 activ9iy invQl1IOO in dllmoc,i.CY. Voting at elections is Dr1ly 
one way of being 'wOOed ifl a democratic oociety. 

'.il Wflicf1(Jf~ fo/{owirtg aCtiVities havo jOucai7'feO oiJI, Ctl+l?wdjVU h'kti to r;arry 
P.l ciJt? ' 

Activity Hive dOC'lO woula I~.\O 
{..'«xl <10 (Ion) 

VoICMlWerlng )('ji\1 " hil;1>Ii,,!] 0/ ra~icif"'lirtg in ~ 1oo:-.I>I)'OUIh project Cl B 
1",~alln~ or c'gn Pr1g;). pOl,~on r:K: et 
Arum(ll:r.g a ,,,l y 0< prOlW l fD DJ 

T"kill\j pan in ~ .trike " Q 

S"'01Q ~ rT1OImb~, 01 . poitlCal ~1lY W OCr 
fl,eltl') a memt>e, 01 a Irade tJrUon rn Cl 
B<ling n memOO, 01 8 otudool union G 0 
Being a memba, 01 a n<>n'!IO""mm<'l1l 
c<cani""-~oo which lobbies QOv<:mmool (e.g. TII. Gl i'3 ""'"'''''',= .su,hly, A""",:;ly .'''''''''''''", 
""""'IlOaG<I) , 
Co.,taclir>g a po~lician or IocaJ \lOvemment OO{' Wl 
'0",,,,,,01,,, 
~llnidP1l\inl;l in ~ You1h P~~inm""t CJ rJ 
a..ing in",""<id in a Youttl Council Cl M 

Deing in\l<ll\led in an orgat"Ji",lion "",>Oh .eek" 10 CJ 0 
'~.mt the v~ws 01 younQ Pwpko I",~_ Yuung 
Australian Rur!lll NcIWOt1<) 

YnlJn!J peopIP My thllt tn h'" "no~"rl in dAmOC'M:y they nMd things such as: 

jnformalion; 

oP!lO!1unitica tQ nctiv~1>' ~ngngc in democracy: 

M Ode" about what CM be achie>?ri re;<, .• ticR Wy: 

sp<-c~" in which 10 rml8t and discl.".'; and 

aCCMS 10 Iha internet, photacopiera. etc. 

What ossimllr7CS or onoowrogemont do you neoo from _qoVgmmenl ~Q [ak~ 
"ction about the iS5U~~ you l~eJ passiooate ebou[? 

New icJeas 

Br;,!>ane Crty COUr.c~ MS developO<1'ViSi~c II\IC. a WOD$il<s \'I~lch alb wii Wung 
people ~[l h~vp. ~ say n lh~ ('-",urn:il'~ prOlJ,,,ms. I he websitc contains Kllorm3llon 
about how yooo9 people can have their ~Jy, ('vent~ fm young p.mple, liI'lks to 



rotouroes and a forum Ihrougi'1 whit:~ young P"'opie c~n ",:rcpre5S their orin"," .•. 
Tne COunci l ha~ a~o provided you"lg ~i with .ar .. a. aruund Brlsbaw whe-ni 
Ihe~ ca.. <:CrrHiI loglItlli" to mQlill and organise actIY\1ies :lfId PfOlects et Interest to 
Iht-/n. Thau areas arc ilQCeS$1bie to youtlO peop1l! and well t&:lOUICed (see 
'IfH« 'ri3iPttinll.p!Wl. 

TtIII V .. 1orian Govemmn pro4.Iced a hantltJook Ior )"OU!"lO pooJIIc on hoW they 
can create CharlQc '" 1Mlr OQ'lWTlI. ... ty. Tr.e Iwldtlook provides wggMtions on 
t'Iow)'OlJI"I(,l people CIln!ld ..:~ ... on .! projOCt they f~ pas&ion~le aoout. aM how 
!heye.ll"l impleme<ll that pro;w..:t (_ell """"".r\lll!l>.vi9.Q9'! IIIIpSlWIXpsoooq.Ddll. 

lhe Foundation for Young AIJ$tra~lI.n3 i3 ~ l"\OO·prom org&rlI'II.!1on de<licII..ted 10 
6"lve1OPing innoV!llive in~151;va~ the! I<IJPfiOI1 and empower young people 1'ged 12 
10 2. ... Tile Foundation prOllldei $Wd-I.,r.o.Jiny IlK iden, ptoacliwly ~....ks co-­
luoding 10 IlUI-V'-"'I m~OIS and h8tpl: !he l aclplenl$ CtI"\.JO'!In f"lemseMlE to 
0iI15Ut9 long-term GUSUir\3b"IY. EtlOlI year. It"Ie Found:nion IY\I1IVIOtS a potttolio 01 
grYU fl\t,"\linll about $6 millIOn -'l ..... 1 2 S'l1. d ioboIll"-toI iuftdin(J ;.. _alod I<> 

in~ ~11y~ IQ bo!oMtlt yuo..ng I~s A.usn/"""'" (see 
)lWti. Y9 "",,»US t ral ia=. ~). 

'0., ' / ~ ~ f'.;I, 41(!'_-"e_'c'c. ______ ___ _________ _ 
.- (&S I ,""I) /( <" S 

- -- -----

n... .." ..... Ih """'tmal SI.,,,,, (YE$) lound 1h~1 pgrc~ oro re~ by 1'«'09 
ptOlli9 as 1t)G roo&I im l)Ol"IOrll !oOIItOe oI lntormabon r.tIOl,lI. ~"OIng. T elevis:on and 
fIOW'"..pQpcrs ate the IlIIld moat impotl.!lnl. _ )"<lUng peopIA IIi(IW 1II0!:Sf! taller 
$O\IIO(l' .... iIh saml! ~Cl!flIicij\(fl . 

, . - 1&[...; (1, __ . ...... ""''''~~~e" . ...;'c"' __ ~I".edfL-.'"'".c·"'-c!1'''-'''' _ »- :jy.-Y.od<.:..t..: 

---- -_. 
_ ..•. __ . 

N'm jc!~u 
no Inspire i-ounoatJO!1 (~/I/I www . .".Y.irn ... q..-\l);S1\ n;ll!;(>I· .. II~M - f..nlil 

foJtldl!!., ~ whd .. aims to C(tale ClPlJOor \"" iW5 \or 1N ... ,g A~~\I "i""s, .... itlci~~ ! ly 
a9B'd lwt-n 16 ~nd 2 5, co IlQlp thQlT\telVes 30(1 ()(/)EItS. The Fol!fId,ation 
ado.nowI9:!geG Ih3I YOUtl9 POOplO 1I.'Ilf!t 10 make a pos',Vli! (l<l1crencc on 1Iler own 



lives arid in their cOO1mUl1~i",s. YOOrlg peopi(! ani activ<i''Y invoiv<i'd in the 
dw~lopm~nt and d~livGry 01 alJ tha Foundation's inkiaINQ •. O~ init;al;.Q, 
'AetNow. is a woo-basad sarAce that will provide young POOlllo with information 
and support on how they CM be<:omf! in~oI""d in iMlm~ 01 c~u~e~ in th!ir 
CO'l'lmUl1~y that troy al@po..siollsteabout. 

:
V~.~'W~~i'~'~Y~CUth Serroes is a voluntear·ba3a<!. non·profit yoo1h roodi~ undtrai1>no 

whr.h young people ~gruJ between 16 and 30 with an onlinG 
can acc",. fnlormatioo on a rang'" of topics, part c~"'tl! 

bllCome involYlid in thQ exc~ar>y~ cl 

, 
pe-:ple out on I 
rt'p<.>rts _rll utilised 

Roccm iniMtlves 

The US Ad Council is a non-prof~ organisation which produoos, distribu".os and 
pr"",,,t .. ~ public ~ .. ~ c .. mpaiQr\~ on a ranqlO of i~~u~. A recent oampaign. 
'Fight ManOOQUinism', focllSSed 00 improving)lOUlh oi"", en(JaO"ment l\M ~ot~r 
pilrtici~alion, !t 'olvofwd tetev;"joo and ,OIdia ads aimed at getting young people 
iol'OJvoo in Issues thQY carQ about, IIOlU'1tQOOng and votinQ (sw 
VNoW.figh·mQnnQgLlinis!'!\,orq) . 

'Rock the Vnt~' i~ ~ nnn.prnl~ org;mi:s;ltinn which aims ta engage young people in 
the poli~GaI process illlhe United St~tes and draw atteotioo la i5Sue~ olcnnr.~rn 
10 Yol,lng paojJlij. It coordinatlilS vot~r reg;stratiOll drive~ "mJ e<Ju~"lion ~UoJ1s to 
ensure YOI.lr1Q people exercise their tight to \IQ1e. Youth c!AWl'IIls narness"d in the 
promotion of ,1$ Campll.igM, many ot whpcn feature high profile C(llcbrilic~ ioctudill9 
m~"cian~, aclor~, athlete~ 1Ind comedian-s. In the?OO4 ~Ier.tion~. 1 ,2 m~JiQn 

peophi look "dv,Ullage 0( Ill .. org,u~~atio,,'s onli"" vol." registration faci ity, and a 
furll~r 200,000 rQgistgrGd as apart 01 thQ Roo~ th\j Vot" Bus ToU( a~ru.s Il, .. 
countl)l (sce www.rook1h0V!ltc.com). 

. 
h,~~. 

----------_._-. 
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cjl.ljd:elLVt-tS for V'JI.«R,l""g D '<;I'.b~.<;slOV'" 

There is no s .. 1 form Ior a sul>mis~ion to U'\1 commiltw. Submissions may be m<lOO using 
thll inqUiry rllspollSII form or III !he form of a letter, a substannat paper or a short 
ooctrnen! IInd they may includ~ !lppendic:<!S. SUbmi~sioM may COlltatn !!ICt1!. opinions, 
argum~nts and recommendations for action. The most useful submissiM' ~,Ie to tile 
poinL 

Th" commitle<:l WQuld preler writtlln submissions, but will also a<.:<.:spt submissions ()Il 
audio tape. For wrttten submiSSions,. typoo or printed 16x1 Is preferable. tllough 18g\b!1I 
lIanQ.wrrtt~n submis~lans are IIcceptahl~. Numbered Jl!Iaes Bnd, for sLbmi8Sions in 
exc",'>1! c-l2{) pages, .... brief summary and 8 table of contents is also nelpfu!. 

All SUbmiMjonS must inclOOe the name and contact detail~ of ttv. p!!'son makinll!hl"> 
~ubrnission. Those making a submission on ooilaJf of an organisaliofl should indicate at 
what level the submission hall bIIsn authorised iwg ilub-<:Ornmitt~, PI<;lsiWrK, chai', lite.). 

Pubtic- oUicllrs may make submi~sion$ as privale individu~I •. How","er, if ,~fer\!nca is 
madi ill a submission 10 !hair official po~mon, tt should also 00 mad9 cillar that tIm 
sub~sion is madll in a prNate capacity. Submissions from govemment oopartments 
shollld be all!hatised fn accordance wnh normal d~par1menta! procedure. 

Cont.n! and refevanCf! 

A submission may COller som~ Of all of th .. issUl/s raised in tl>e response lorm. It would be 
h..tp!ul if 5ubrniss"x1s ell/any stallld whk:h i~SUllil arQ blling i.ddrlli siid. 

Thli! cor nrn~loo's \/Sual proclidurll is la publicly rlllllasw and taIJla i ul.>rnissl;ns in tllli! 
LIIg!t:lative ASSombly. Notal 3ubmisllians wi~ !lOCCS$arily be publisl'led an<llor tabled. Tt\o 
committee reserves the fight to not publish or I~ble confidential subml3sio1s. or 
submi~~ions which are ;rr..tt'VMt. contain scurrilous or def~m~lory mat~N, or 'lfe 
O1harNOsa not suilabl .. for pwlish'ny. Th<iI cornmitt .... w~1 infonn)'OU il it ~id<.>5 not to 
ilCOllpt, or not te ali1l1orlse !h(I pubHcaUon of, voor submission. 

Confidentiality 
The committee attemptS to conduct Its inqu~ies.., Ihe most open way pos3iblo. f-!owcvor. 
if you believe that your suhmi ... -.inn (or fl'Irt of~) should not be made public , clearly write 
'cCJnfidentiar on each pag!? and, in a lxi .. 1 ~Qverio9 letter. expla", why your submiMiion 
shlJUld be Ira~ted confidentially. Th<;l o;omm"l;t .... w~1 then cormidar )'QWI .-..qu!?sl for 
confid,mUallty. 

Unauthorised Release 

Once thll commiltee receMl~ a suhmi~s~n< it becom<'ls committee property and should 
not be plJblL~hed without th~ commi~ee's aulhorisation. Pubicatjorr <>f ~ ~<bmi .• sion 
withoot ~w ~,.nm,ill",,'s authorisation m .. ~ns that tf,a,t I"lblication is not prolecled b~ 
pal~a'fl9nrary prrviiegc and may amOlJl'lt TO a COIltempt of Parliament 

All submissions should be ~"'nt 

The I'e~arr.h niractor 

Leg!!i, Co~!jhlion~1 and A''':l:!: 

Pmiill'flent House. George 

BRISBANE QLl) 4000 

• 

,--,' 



Submissions close on W..dn .... day, 30 NQvemb~r 2005 
&;too~ions to thil closin~ data may !la gfvoo. If you MOO more time to m<lke a 
submission, 01 it you reqUire futther information. contact the comm itlcc's SOCIeterlat 011: 

Telcpllono: (On 3400 7307 
t-IIX: (Ol) 3406 7070 
Ernail: P~arc@palliam .... I.gld.!JOv.au 

Copi/lS of tllis papor and all olher publicatiOns by the Legal and COIlstitutioool CQmm!!tse 
!lr~ I!.va.1~bJe an Ih!! Intfllnet viI!. the cnmmitt"tt's horn!! P'lg~ M' 
wwwp>rtiamenl.qld.oov.auicommHteesOOak-.. v.htm 

Namf!: 

Coolacf 

Fma~' 




