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RESPONSE FORM

This farm can be bsed L send your views to the comimillee. Please send it o

Ihe Hozearch Dirsgtor

Lagal, Crreslivdiong! and sdmniztmtive Aevew Gommniillag
Padiamen] Houze

fieorge Street

Brisbans Q14 4000

Or fax it b Q7 3406 7070
¢ gmail it ¥ izgre s pardmmont. qld gav.au

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND




Your WoLes

The aim of thig Ingukry 18 to make practical recommendatians 1
increase the intarsst and pantcipation of young peopia in democracy in
Queansland,

The committes wants ta hear from young people, in partular, abaut:
% what (s needed In Queensland;
# what will wark;
#  what won't; and

= what you want 1o do or experience,

Wa would also like to hear from il people in Ouaensiant who have an
interash in wouny peope, o in young peuple engaging i democracy.

Ta hslp you to think about, discuss and respond to matters relevant to
the inquiry, we have set out below some.

% issues; and

# examples of strategias suggested or tried elsawhere.
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voting Shstem and Blectoral Covanmission Greinilnng

Educationfinformation

It is the job of the Electoral Commission Queensland (ECQ) e ensura thal paople
anrot and vota at elections. To do this, the ECQ uscs education and awartness
programs (2. postoards, posters and achood visits).

WhafaomdumEGGdnben‘f&rormﬁmmHymgautsmssageaaussro
yoing peopda?

Mew ideas

» g 2003, Elactions Canada parinared with Cabls in the Classroom 1o davelop a
new voler education program for studants, ineluding a contest challending peopls
aged 16 to 18 to create 30-second public service announcerments on video telling
their peers why the democratic process and voting are Important,

b The United Kingdom Electoral Gommiasion’s ‘0o Poiitics' aims to get young
peopla invalved in demiocracy, It ray be accassed at www dopolifics couk ‘Oa
Palifics’ conducts workshops and events, and provides resources and training
across lhe UK fer young peopla.

b Ir Australia, the Youth Electoral Study (YES) tound that some incentives would
attract & firat vote. Young neople said a lax hreak or the pse of promolianal rack
concarts would be the most effective incentives, but there was also some support
fer the notion that incentives shoufd not ba nesded as volting s a respansibmw
thal coemes with citizenship.
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Yater registration
In Austraiia, cach porson must complete an enrolment tormm 10 register 10 yoig,

How . could tha ECQ make i easrer far }'euflg' penpm ta enmif and bacome
mgistorcdto vore? .

idass

+  Insoma cauntries, registration ie dong by the government so that peopic are
automaticaliy registersd when they reach voting age. An internalianal repor by
the Institute for Nemosracy and Electoral Assistance, Youth Voter Paricipation,
suggests avlamalc registraiion by the government rathar than it being a duly ol
each pergon 1o enrol,

t Uther countries enabls people 1o register at & palling slation on aleclion day, or
tn-fine,

+ ImGEnada, Etectlions Canddsd identifies peope who have umed 18 thiough
wormation provided by, lar example, the fax affice and matnr vahicle registers.
The Chiaf Fleciaral Officer writes Yo these people to ask them 1o configm that ey
are ahgible o vole and consent 1o being included in the national register



Polling etations
In Quecensland, paolling stations are usuatlly located in schoals or halls and arc opeéen
behwesn 8am and Spim.

ﬂ How could the EGQ make ¥ easier for young peopiz o cast thefr votg?

Mew idess

+ Inracent Canadian electiohs, Elections Canada introduced more polis in tocations
ta which young people have easy access, such as near student residences anc
university neighbourhoods.

v InCanada, polling stalivns are open for 12 huurs.,

v Delegations from the Australian Electoral Commission and the Yictorian Eleciorz!
Commission observed alecirontc vobing processes at alectiona in the USA, UK
and Ireland between 2000 and 2002, The delegations cansidersd the different
aptions that are available, their advanluges and disadvaniages and how each
cption would suft Australia’s voting systems. The delegations recommanded e-
voling oo rmade avatlable 1o cerain classes of voters including votars in Antarctica,
yolers in remote locallons, vaters with a disahility and overseas volers (ses
wrw ARG gov any! contentiwhal/vofingfelectronicreportfindex bim and

wyw.gec.gov.al) contantwhatfvotino/E-voting recert.pdt].

v Arecent report of the Victorian Soruting of Acts end Reguiations Commitiee,
Victorian Elactronic Demacracy, considered alectronic voting. It recormmendéd
thal Vicorian elections should not be conductad remotely via information and
communicationg lkechnoloyies in he near fulure, but idenlilied the following key
advantages of ramois voting sysiems.,

~  easy gcuess for ravellers and disabled people;

- praviding an interface for other technologiss such as screen readers, Braille
cumpuiers, magniiers or giternative data antry systams;

- allowing Tur the easy and cheap distributicn of ballol papers in different
languages;

- mglanlanecus processing; and
- allowing volers to access a wide range of other information while considering
and gasting thair vote,
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Advanece voting

Currcntly in Grueensland, i yau can't vole at yaur nearest polling boolh an the day
of a state election, special arrangements can be made for you to cast your wote,
such as oy advaneeg voting in person or postal voting. These opfions are available
in only gome circumstances - for exampla, £ you: will ba interatale on polling day;
have a disahility; or can't vote on that day becausa of rsligious beliefs. For further
infarmation, see www.ecg gld.gov.ats

_ Dnrm{ﬁfnkmeymﬂgpeopbmukfm.nﬁeﬂwumsoafmrﬁmam

v In the LIK, postal voting [s avaltable o any oligicle voler on fequest. A parson may
apply ler pestal voling for a particular glection, for & cenain pericd of time ar for 21l
futura slactions,

v Tofacilitata voting, the stale government could dectare the day of a slate election
a public holiday or schedule an election Tor a day other than 3 Sawurday.

b In Rudure,  glectronic voling were to ba introduced, for axample, it need nat be
nacessary to have an ‘election day’, with all votes cast on the same day. Voting
could fake place, for example, over an “eleclion week'.
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Close of rofls
Currantly, after a state ekchon is cafled, peopls have botwesn § and 7 days to
register lo vota,

Dhvoer o IIRYOUNG people. oot be' dasan‘uamaqed sf-rhem was: na oppodmmy
foeniol affer an plection o caliod? - e

Mow ideas
+  Prior to the 2004 federal eleciion, the Special Minister of State, Eric Abel
proposaed that;

b tho glgetoral roll be closed to new voters on the day the election writs would be
izsued {Usually the day the &lection is a2nnounced); and

v people wishing to change thair enroimant details bo given three days 1o do o,
This proposal did nol proceed as it was not supportad by the non-governmant

partios.
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Fixed afcetion day
In Quesnsland, thare is no fived election day for state elections.

A Fixed election day could show improvedd eivies aducalinn courses, mock-slections
and other strategies encouraging young paople's engagement with elections to be
planred in advance (ses Milnar). For example, a fixed slection day would allow
glvics cdueators to plan and condust their courses in paraliel with an eledtion
campaign.

f‘j Do you think improved civics education i$ & worthwhils: reasm a‘ur gammment
..i to cansider a ¢hange o fixed teims éections?™ ™ .

Mew iduay
v In Queenstand, etections for all local government autharities are generally held
avery four years on the last Salurday in March.
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New votlng system
'n Queensland, a systom of optional profercntial voting is used. A fact shest about
OPV is available from: www.ecq.gid.gov.au,

r Ho you think young peopie would be more likely to vote If the voting Systom

R changea sa that’ cand:d-aias mnnmg on cerlaln issues ‘af pamcu:ar irdarest
2. youig. pEDpfa wﬁ m::rre Irke!}r lcr ga! aiemed and fave & Voica i’n
prfiament? - i i : _ :

Mow ideas

v Appendic 71 contains a revised version of a paper prepared for an incuicy, Hands
on Padiameant, by the Legal and Constilutional Comriillee of the previous
Parhament. & prevides infarmaticn gbout our voing systom and ways it might be
changed to provide mare diversity in candigates who might be aiccliod,

* A5 in Queensiand, the veting system in the UK makes it very difiicei for
candidates from minor parties fo gel glected, In May 2005, some 500 000 school
students in the UK voled in 2 mock alection 1o coinclde with the general elections.
The studenis voleo for the actual candidates. The rosults showed that the
sludents were aftracted o parties which ran candidates on certam issues; tor
example, students wha felt passionate about the envirenmeant vited for the Green
Farty. Despile failing to have a single candidate relurned in the general elections,
the Graan Party secured 45 out of 3 gossible 349 saats [n the mack slection.

v lMroportianal reprasentation voting, which is usad for Senate aleclinns ‘'n Australia,
provides greafer opportunity for minor pariies to win seats,
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Voting age
In Australia, you must be 18 years old to vote, The minimum voting ane in cther
courtries ranges from 15 tg 21,

The minimum ages se! by Lhe law for other activities are listed in appendix B.

SOl vl s lopiar 1607 OF G yeaS ity o i it e

Hew jdeas

v In April 2004, following a projoct on the 2ge of electaral majority, the United
Kingdam Electorat Commisaion recommended that the minimum age for all levels
of wohng in public elections in the UK remain at 18 yoars for the time being. The
UK Electaral Commission advised, however, that it expected o mdertaka g
further formal review of the minimum veting age within a furthar five 1o saven
yaars. It ancouraged the government to consider indtiating a wider review of the
ageo of majonty.

v In 2000, a report on changing socizl und legal framewaorks for young Australans
found Ihat, despile some intarest in getting morg invalvad in thalr community and
in government degision-making preccsses, young pecpla wora quite refuctant to
claim the rignt end responsibility of having the vole youngar than at agz 18. The
majosity {fd%) of young peaple involved in the research said thal ey wera naot
ready or interested in gelting involved in fomal political processes such as voting
before thay ware 18. Thelr parants agroed, with a majority (619%) sugqesling that
young pecple are not mature enough and not interasted in voling toefore they are
18, and that young pecple under 18 have other prassures to canfront and contend
with {see Carson, Fitzgerald znd Roche),

v Compulsorny voting was infréguced in Qucensland in 1914 and by the
Commonweath in 1924. Research by Milner {published in Civic Litoiacy: How
informed Citizens Make Democracy Work, | Iniversity Press of New England,
Hanaver, 2002} indicates that the effect of introducing compuisony voting
Ausiralia was to bring about 3 23% ovarall incraase in voting.
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Education in schaols

In Qussnsland schools, there is no subiect called civics education” or ‘sitizenship
ediicalion”. Primary end secondary siudents lezm about democracy, incleding
partiamsnt, govemnment and cicetions, in a numbaer of different subjocts.  Students
alao cxporichee democracy at school, jor example through elections for schoal
counadl rmambers andlor sehost leaders,

Education about democracy
Additinnal educational oppofunities relevant o democracy imclude:
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v visits tu the Queensiand Parliamant, or 13 a reglonal eting of tha Queensland
Farllarment, and edycational agtivities provided oy Parliamentary Education
Services; and

v electoral educalion activities conductad by the Australian Electoral Commission,
such as sehoal visits,

For students

P What. worked well and what did you Eryoy when you Feam! about or
t tu:penﬂﬁcaddemocracy i pmrschoo{" fe
What rhore Could. sehieols (& to encauraga _vou ro va.iue demmay anrf
p!epare }w so maf j."ﬂ.[.' Al waﬂ mfamed and mnﬂdam ahour engagmg in
democracy? . " Ly B ; ;

For teachers

ﬂ How taps your school Speroaci chvics q;fumﬂ’mmd BAico. r;fenmc.racy?
How coeld sradents be Beflor préparca fo 6haado in demiocraey?

Mow ideas

+  Inprevious inguiries, the Legal and Constibionzt Committee and the Legal and
Constiiutional Commiiteas of the 48th and S0th Padiarments have made
recommendations about sivies edusation i Uueensiand. Simiar
recommendations have been made by many other Australian hedies in recent
years. A fist of same of these recammendations is set out in appendlx .

s The Caonetitutional Centra of Westam Ausiralia was established to encouraga
people of all ages to learn about the Western Australian palitical system and how
to actively participate in it It offers displays on the Constitution and aspeets of
citizenship and political history, The Electoral Educalion Ceatre is iocated within
the same complex, and provides interactive programs gilowing peoplg 1o cast a
vote, discover the origing of democrzey and understond how the voting system
warks (560 www ceanire. wa gov.aplindsx.0lm). Programs, presented in ways
which enpage young prople, ate also condicted tor schoal students visting the
Centre. Teacher resaurce kits complemeant each program. Resource boxes on
various lopics are available to schools in remeote areas. In addition, the
Constitutignal Contre has developad an ‘Out Reash Program' wilich involves 3
networlc of logal people in rural and remote arcas of Weatern Australia providing
pragrams to sludents in those areas. Home programs are spacific o wdigenous

communities.
r A Civics and Chizenshlp Education websgite [which Incorporates a pravious

‘Discavening Domocrasy’ wobsite) i wiww civigaandedizenshin.edu.au,

v Kids Voting LISA' is a nationat non-profit, non-partisan organisation thal teaches
students aboul cilicenship, civic responsibility, demogracy and political
participation. Tegether with classroom activities, students are provided with an
opportunity 10 cast a Hids Voling' ballol on election da:.f and they vote ¢n the
samea tandidates and issues as adults, In 2004, 1.5 million students tumerd out b
wote for prasidential, jocal and state candidates. Areas will a Kids Voting LISA
program have showed a votlng rate jor registered 18 year olds which is 11%

higher than for nen-particioating areas. See www kidavotinguras aral,

v Aspart of the Kids Voting USA service, 'DeubleClick Democracy’ {see
ey, kidsunlingusa.org DeubleClickiniro. agp) was dovelooed to aliow students o
partigipate in an authontic voling Sxporicncg using o web-bascd woting syatem,
The online allois rephcate the candidsles and issues adults vote for, and provids
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studenis with practice baliots which have finks 1o candidate biographies end other
resources. About 35,000 students parlicipated during the 2004 presidential
elections.

+ Teens N2 Palilics’ Is 2 US-bascd website which offers young peapie an
opporiunity to participate in discussion forums on topics such as the econemy,
fereign policy, ganeral political issues, animals and the anvironment. Provision is
also made for young people to contribute 1o discussions under the banner of fafl

wing chat’ and ‘rignt wing comer’. Ses www teensn?palitics comfforums/.
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The Political .sﬂstam. gme Politiciang

Political parties
The 2004 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested thal young
pacple feel shut owt ot mainstream parly politics.

The former Cueensiand State Youth Advisary Council tald the cammittee that the
issucs addressad by potitical parties, paticularly at election time, are dominated by
thoas relevant to oldka peuplv ahd our agelng population,

B T R P

Mew ideas

* Dr Aradne Vramen, a lecturer at the University ol Sydney, researches young
people and paliics. She wriley thai, The one area of pantieipation that remaing
low for young people, and Indead for most Australians, is memberahip of political
partiee. Rather han labelling party membership dacline as apathy, we ought fo
£¢e how unapoeaiing political parties have become, And £ is up fo parlies
invnlve: a new generation, This might not be by way of formal memborship;
instead, parties might consult young pcopic on issues relevent to their lives’ {see
Vmomanj).

b Inlhe L3, a nationwide study ol youth atiitudes found that young people were
active in Lhelr communities but nat goncerncd about poditics. A% an gulcome ot
that study, a strategy adepted to reconnect yauth ta damneracy is that, during
cigction campaighs, the madia offer vouth-modarated candiclate debiues fsow
Mztional Association of Secrelarios of Slata),
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Politicians
Mariy research studies sn Ausiraliz and internationally reveal that young pecple are
cynical about the behaviour af potiticians,

? How can poliiciEns memsafves mstwe me faﬂfa of vouRg pecple in
t democmcy? _

MNew ideas

¢ DrAsiadne Yromen says that potiticiang only congider young peopls when they
present a probiem; that yoting peonle tend to be talked about rather than talked
wilh; and that young poople's porspactives are rarely included in public debate,
Dr Vromen suggests that what is neaded is direcl evidance of young peopte’s
expedencas and arguments based on such evidence {see Vromen).

v In the United States, Canada 2nd tha Urited Kingdom, whara voting lsmt
compulsory, [t has peen shown 1hat comagt with palitical partics and candwdales is
animponant sdement of 'get-out-the-vole' strategies. Tollowing the 2001 British
general afection, the LK Electaral Comimission idanbfied a lack of canvassing by
politicians as 4 likeiy reuson for dissatisfaction (and low tumout) among first-time

volers,
‘%;{, ; b 1
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Being heard

While young people may be turnad off politics as it cusrenily operates, many
studles and surveys have found that young people are vary interested in poltical
i55ues mporant to them. The chalienge 1ar governments is to engage with young
peanle, and the firs? thing thal young people say is thal they wank (o be heard,

jij Have you used any of the govermnmment opporfunities o voice your oepinions
S about issues? How elfective was 17
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Nawi
v InWastem Australia, the Givics and Citizanship Unit in the Department of Premier
and Gabinet aims to enhance democracy in fhat siate through civics sducation

and the promotion of an active citizenry. The goal is 2 community where all
Weslem Austratians are vaiucd as ctizens, whers they play a signdicant role in
eatting policy pricrities and where they help shape the nalure of their society (see:
v citizenscape wa gov a.uJ_'),

»  Dr Ariadne Vromen suggesis that, 'Young pecple have a broad range of
goonomic, social, and political experisnces’ and that we need to ‘create irclusive
fomns of governance that recognise and build upon different ways of making
sommunities, Those in power neaed to listan 1o young peopla more, and young
Eaupla‘s] diverse views and Cxperonces need 1o be articulated in the madia’ (sea

romen).
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New ideas

v In 2003, the Comenission for Children and Young Peopls wag invited 1o participats
in a committes {or the development of a sports and recraation fagility for voung
people on Palm |sland i Morth Queensiand. 7The Commission undarined the
importanee of the committee asking young people what they wanted. The issue
tor the Commission was not 50 much Tow d0 we involve children in the bullding
of this facifity™bul 1alhier “how do we gel the oy the chilgran wan! ™.

v In 2003, in Parramana in Sydney, a Youth Jury presented young people with
practical opporiunitics 1o leam and disclss the diversa interasts and concemns ol 3
wide vanety of young people across the Paramatta region. Parlicipants leamed
aboul teamwork, negatiation skills and the powers of government. This enabled
thern to form realislic recommendations 1@ suppernt the noeds of the collgotive
youth uf Paramatta,

Tha aim of the Youth Jury was 1o assist with bridging racial intclerance and
cultural diversity among young people of Parramatta.

The recommanadations of the Youth Jury were aimed al key govemment and
tcommunity organisations of Parramatta,
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Taking aclion
‘Young people want to be actively invalved in democracy, Veting al elections is only
ong way of teing invoived in & democratic sotialy.

Which of the folfowing aclivities have you calried out, orwaild you fike to carry
ot ' SHE : : ' ' '

s Have doce Would lk4a to
Activity {darxz) do {forx)
Volunteering R 2
[witiating or padicipafing in a local youth project ] )
Imtating of Signing a peilch (A {_i/
attanding a raly or pratest i A
Taking part in a strike 3 J
Being a membsat ol a political panty L] i)
Bentng a pember of a trade union (2]
Baing o member of a studant unicn (=i o)
Belng 2 member of a8 non-govemiment
crganisation which Iohbies governmeani (g The Y =
Wilchareeews Soecicdy, Amnesty inlemedionad, -

Gresnpeace) 4

Contacting a polifician or local govemment £ W
eourncilkbor

Paricipating in & Youth Padiamont (1 (A
Being invalved In a Youth Coungil (PN (1
Deing mvalved in an arganisalion which seeks to (=] L

recresent the views of young people (2.9. Young
Australian Fural kMetwark)

Young people say thaf ta he engagerd in democracy they nead things such &5

3

+

7

informelion;

opponunitios ta actively cngago in domocracy,
an idlea about what can be actieverd realistically;
spacee in which to meat and digcuss; and

access 1o the inlernet, photocopiers, eio.

Wha! assistancg or cropuragement do yvou nised from govermnmend lo lake
artion abaiit the issas Woid feal passionats aboul?

Wew ideas

L]

Brisbane Gy Council has daveloped Visible Ink’, @ websits which allows young
pecple 'o have a say in ihe Council's programs. | he webaite containg information

about how young people can have thair say, events for yourg peopla, finks to
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resources and a farum through which young paople can express thelr cpinions.
The Cauncil has also provided young people with areas around Brisbane where
they can came togesther to maet and organise activities and profects of ntarast to
them. These areas are accessible 10 young people and well resourced (see

Wy Visitle-ink.oraf).

»  The Viclorian Government produced a handbook for young podplc on how they
can create change in their communiy. The handbock provides suggestions on
Pow young peapie can get aclive on a project they feel passionate about, and how
they can implement thal project ($ee www. youlh.vic.gov.aupdieTY PSboord.pd),

+ - The Foundation for Young Australiana is a hon-prolit organisation dedicated o
cgvaloping innavative indiafives that support and empowear young people aged 12
16 25. The Foundation provides seed-funding for ideas, proactively seeks co-
funding to suppert initiativas and helpe the reciplents structure themselves ©
ensure long-term custainabiiity. Each year, tne Foundation manages & portfolio of
grants trialing about $6 milkion. At least 25% of tatal grant funding is decicalad to
initiatives specifically dasignad lo benefit young Indigenous Australians (see
www.yaungausiralians.org).
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v The Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that parents are rogarded by young
people as the most impaorant source of informabon about voting. Telews:on and
newspapars are the next moat impaorian!, howsver young people view thasa lalter
sources with soma scaphcism,
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4} Wihat role can non-govemment foundafions or communily ofganisations play
W in gaiting young pecple active and invalved wath damocracy?

New ideas

b The INSPIre Foundation (see www inspire arg au is a pational non-protit
foundatian which aims to creale opporiunitivs for younyg Ausb ali=ns, vrincipally
aged betwesn 16 and 26, to help themselves and others. The Foundation
acknowladges that young pooploe want to make a posibve diference in théir own

ey



lives and in their communities. Young people are actively invelved in the
development and dslivery of all the Foundation's initiztivas. Qne initiative,
ActNow', 15 a wap-basad senvice that wilk provide yaung peopic with information
and support an how they can become invalved in issues or causes in their
community that they are passionate about.

o VibaWire Youth Services is a volunteer-bazed, non-prafit youlh media and training
arpanisation which provides yaung peaple aged hetwean 16 and 30 with an onling
forum through which they can access informalion on a range of topics, padicipate
in discussions with other young pecple and become involved in the exchange of
infamation with other young people (589 www.yibowire.not). Recerd initialives
clude ‘electionTracker (sae www elestiontracker.natfet’} which sent young
peopte aut on the campaign trail as reporters in the 2004 Federal election. Thase
reports were utilised by six radio stativns, SB% and ABC news.

v The US Ad Coungil is @ non-profit arganisation which produges, distribuies and
promotes public sarvics campaigns on a range of issues. A recent campaign,
Fight! Mannecuinism®, focussed an improving youth ivie engagaement and voter
participation, # irvobved felevision and radio ads aimsd at getting young people
involved in fesues thay caro about, voluniaaring and voting (zes

www. fightmanncauinism.arg}.

v 'Rock the Vate' is 2 non-profit arganisation whick aims to engage young people in
the political process in the United Stafes and draw attention to issues of conern
to younyg peopls. [t eoordinates voter registration drives and educalion elions to
ansUre Young people exerslen their right 1o vole, Youth culture iz namessed in the
promotion of A3 campaigns, many of which lfeatura high profite eelebritics including
musicians, aclors, athletes and comedians. 1n the 2004 alections, 1.2 mitlkicn
peopls ook advantage of the organisalion's anline vobar registration facility, and a
furhar 200,000 ragistarad as apar of the Rock the Vote Bus Tour avruss the
country (sec www.rockthevote com).
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Auidelines for vaaking o subrission

There is no sei form for a submission o the commiltee. Subinissions may be made using
the inquiry rasponse form or In the form of a fetter, a substantial paper or a short
cocurnant end they may include sppendices. Submissions may cantain lacts, opirans,
arguments and recammendations for action. The most useful submissions are la the

point
The commitea would prefer written submissions, but wili also accept submissions on
audio tape. For written submissions, typed or printed i¢xt is preferable, though laqibla

hand-written submissions are geceptable. Numbered pages end, for submizsions in
excess of 20 pagses, a brief summary and a fable of contents is also halphul.

Atl submissions must include the name and contact details of the person making the
submission. Those making a submission on behalf of ar onganisation should indicate at
what lavel the submisslon has been authorised {eq sub-commities, presidant, chair, etc ).

Publiz aflicess may make submissions as private individuals. However, if wiarence is
mads in 3 submisslon o thelr affigial postian, it should ajso b made clear that the
submission is made in a private capacity. Submissions trom government departmenis
should be audhorises in accordance with normal depanmentat procedure.

Content and relevance

A submission may cover soma or alf of the issues raised in the response form. It would be
helplul if submissions cleary stated which lssuss ars being addressed.

The cormmillee's usyal procedure is to publicly release and table submissiyns in the
Legislative Asscmbly. Mol all submissions will necossarily be pubtished andfor tabled. The
committee resarves the right to not publizh or table canfideniial submiasiong, or
subrmissions which are irrelevant, contain scurrilous of defamatory material, or are
otharaisa rat suilable for publishing. The commmittes will infonn you il il decides not o
dccept, or nat to awthoriss the pubidicatlon ¢f, your submisston.

Confidontiality

The committes atternpls to conduct s inquiries in the most open way pessiblo. Howover,
il your believa that your submission {er part of ity should not be made public, clearly write
‘confidential’ on each page and, in a brief covering letfer, explain why your subrmission
should be lreated confidentially. The committes will then consider your reques! for
confidentiality,

Lnauthorised Relcase

Cnee the committes recetves & submizsion, 1 becomes committee property and should
not be published without the committer's authorisation. Publication of a submissian
without the cormmiltee's authorigation means that that publicetion is nol prolecled by
pariigmentary privilegse ang may amount ¢ a contempt of Parliament,

All submissions shauld be sentw ]

Tha Gesearch Direclor
Legal Constitutional anc Administrali

Parlenent House, Gaorge 51
BRISEANE QL 4000
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Submissions dose on Wednesday, 30 November 2005

Extensions ‘o the cloging date may ba gfven. If you naed mare time to make &
subrmigsion, of if you require furthar inforrmation, contact the commitice's sewetariat on:

Telaphone: (07) 3406 7307
e (0T 340B8 7070
Emajl: lcarc @ pardiament gld. gov.ay

Copies of this paper and all cihar publicetions by the Legal and Canstitutional Commitas
ara avdlable an the infarnet via the enmmittre's homea page ab:
wwiw cardiament gld gov auw'committesslenalray htm
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