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Yol.<rvriu 

Thg aim of this II1quiry lE 10 make practical recommendations to 

ir,<.:rgas<I thll intllrm:t and participation of YOUI1\j poopill in d<lm<X:ra~y in 

O..-nsl;md. 

The cammittm. wants to hear lrom young pe..,ple. in particular. aboUt: 

t4; wtla! le needed 111 Queenel~nd; 

~ wIllll w~1 work; 

;lJ. what won't: and 

~ what you want to do or ... xperie~_ 

We """k! «Is" like tu he«'i'O<n al people in Queenslanu ",ho have an 
wrest in young ~ .. , '" in yUlIf1g j.>eOplw ~ngaging ill democrlOCY 

To help)Klu 10 think about. di.cu~ ~nd respond to matters relevant 10 

\00 inquiry. we have set out below S()("M: 



Educatlan(information 

It is tile jOb 01111e Electmal Commission Queen$land (ECO) 10 ~Mur" that pe<Jpi'" 
enrol and \K>I:" al ",J€<::lions. To do this, th@ECQus",",educationarldawarmes. 
programs (e.g. postcard., poslllr~ and sch()()/ IIlslts), 

~=~::,Eqa.<!Q.b8t/oIt,~ ~}o ~,ttS,roossagll'~ IQ 

New jdeas 

III 2003, EllICtioos Canada partneroo w!th Cable In the Classroom 10 develop a 
new voter education pr~ram tor $IOOe/11$, including a. contest challenging pooplc 
agod 1 6 10 18 to create 3O-seOOI'ld public sellviGe anncuru:em"ra, on 'iideo teninll 
tIleir p8tl1"S I'ohy the oorTlO<'..ratic process "-00 \KItinoJ are imr:«tant. 

The Urlilt!d KIn\P"Jm ElectOfal Commlsslon'e 'Do Politics' ajm~ to gilt '/<lung 
pgopllllnvolvoo In democracy, It mny be aooesscd nt: lWNJ.dOQQ!1ics,oo.uk. 'Do 
PoI~ios' condUCl$ 'IIo~rl<.shops and events, and prov!d<'!s I<'!MUfee:lllnd training 
a~rO:ls!h<'! UK tnryoung peopl" 

In Australia, th" Yuuth Eh;cloral Study (YES) fOUnd that SomliO iooentiws w()I.J1d 
attract il first vate. Young poople said a tax broak or the uso of promotional rock 
concerts would 00 IIle mostefteotive incentives, but there was IIlao 30me support 
frn'the oo!ion tNlt incI'tnliv~s should not be n~ as voting is a lesponsibility 
that comes witn dll.enship. 

, 

Voler registration 

In Au'lra~a, aach poM'sur, must comphilti an ~nrorn~nl form to r~jst8r to vote. 

~ J,..,.. muld,the EGn maka ir ~sierfo,'YWlIg, P«<JPhI(QlOnr.o/aoo iNr;ool$ m Ngi:ilflridlo vol"d . 

N .. w kt~as 

tn som" countries. registridion is don<l by the 9"II<!rnm<;nt so thal qeupk; arll 
4;u[u"'>lti"ally flilqisl<i1rgd whGn they reach voti1g age, An i11ernational report by 
tMg InElitute jor Dcmooracy and Electoral Assistance, Youth Voter Palficipe.lion, 
Sl,.Qgests automatic r~gislrati(}n hy th" DOW.,mment rMh ..... IhM it r..i"\J 11 duly of 
"""h p"""ort to enrol 

Otl1gr counlries aMblO poople \0 roQ~1CI at a polhng station on cle()!ion day. D1 
on·iine. 

I~ Ca~,"-da. EIe~:;"'" C ... ,....t~ iw, ,lii;"s fl"'JJ.lI .. ""hu h .. v~ lUI''''oj 11\li ",-",\I, 
inf(Jfm ~tiOll p'ovie~d by, for example. the tax otricc and motor yohiCle I~ister$, 
The Chief ElOctorat Ofliccr writes to theaB people to ~k them to coollr,'Il tMII~cy 
are etlQlble to vole and con~""t to 1>1'''0 ird, ldo-d in the "~tilln" I r"!Ji~t~f. 



Polling iltatlonc 

In Quoonsland, polling stations arc Ul;lually tooatod in sohoole 0( hais and are open 
bctweOll 8<lm and 6prn. 

la I:iOW COUld tno ~CQ mako ii eaGiCr(cr y(WfIg podplotoCaslfhelrvate~ 

New jdea~ 

In recent Canadiill1 ~Iections, Eloctlons C:mada irllrooucl/d mOf<J poUs in loc<iiuns 
ta which yoon~ pooplc havc caey acocss. suoh as near student l"QS!doocoli and 
university neighbOurhoods. 

In Canada. polling s"'lions are opon for 12 hours. 

Dillijgalions from lha Austra~an Eklctoral Commission and the Victorian Elector,,1 
CommiGsion obse/ilCd electronic voting prooe~sos at elections in Iho USA, UK 
ard Ireland bIliween 2000 ,,,,d 2002. The oolegatoos coo~ idered the dit1erent 
~s that are available, their advantages and di~advantage5 and how each 
'-'I'ion would :;;lIit Australia's ~oting systGms. Too delllgalOons ,ecomm .. I'..Wd~­
vQlIng ce made available \0 certain clasoos ot vowrs incIudinQ vcters In Antarclk:a, 
l'OIers in remot~ locatiom, voters w~h 11 ~sabilily IInd overseas voters (GCO 
www. ~ flC. Q<>\1 . a'''' con ten tlww-V"oo\ m"] .. ,,,J,,,,, ;; '"prll1liocl"", .him ~nd 
W'l1W a"", go\l. ~'-" ~W I IIn Vwhatlw( ~NiE-vut i ,,9 'v !JO! I. pUll. 

A !ecent report Of the Victorian Scrutiny Of AC1$ ar'ld Rogubtlolls Commll1eo, 
V,~orian ElectronIC Democmcy. con3idered eioc1rol\lC votin\l. 11 recommended 
Ihat Victorian .. 1e<;linM ~h<xlld Mt be ~(){lrlur.t~d ",motefy viii information and 
COl1ml,,"VcatioM !e<;:hnoiogias in tha near future, oot ident~ied jh.o, mllowir.g k/>,y 
advi'Jl.iIg ~S of rernet" voting :;;y:;; l\m1s: 

.. a~y access for kii.vell~rs and disable<1 ~ople; 

prnvirl'og an interlace lor olher tedmolooi".~ ~uch a" ~C'~M ",ader., Bra i le 
compultors, mayn~ill'" fX allernalive d" .. til <iI1!ry sy~t""ns; 

~1I{)wjng for tho;o &asy and ""~ap distribution of ballot p~pers in different 
languages; 

jnsl.il~tall~O\J" I'rOCII"si,'9; and 

~rowjng V01~' to ilCC"ss iI wide 'ilny~ uf Qtlmr information wh ~e Cffi~ide ring 
and c~stJlg tOOir ~ote. 



AdvlInoo voting 
CumJl'ltly i:1 auee~land, H you can't voW at YO<lr near .. ~' "oI1rr!,Il.u.l1h 00 flw <,la)' 
of a sta ... 9/8ction, ii;.>eCial il.rr~" can be made for yOU 10 C:lSl. )'OIJr vote. 
~\OCtI it by aavancc YOWlII in por$(III Of postal votrIg. The3e ootklna .!Il l! II.YII~!Ibie 
ill om,. some Clrcaunma.~ . IOI~, ~ you: wit be inl$r$lai& on poIng day; 
I'IavB II disabiity, o. C<Wl' vot.OfI lhat oJ:.ry 1.M;Jcau:>& of ruigIous ~ielil . F« ~ 
'nlom.alion, SiHt ~<l1d-gov....i!l. 

lA Dci:~'~lkfflOr:l/ fWIV ~ Waukl' witj-i! I1i;j~,i!o~ 41 an)' i'imC . .., 
I!I ;)it~~:.~:S~' .t.P;,'~,r Dnif!.~. ;-~tri'~,t~~~\'t:~ sf-;ial 

.~r.o·dO.309.'· " " " "~,"'I .. . ",' ... ... "!~:ii"', J." ' .... ;. " '. 

I~ VIe U)(, pcst:ll' VCMo i3 a'<8iiaCIe 10 any eligihle vo"" 1>1'1 ' j!Io(\UI'J!<I A pe""'" ""'Y 
oppIy lot J)05IaI IIOlng for a p>l.l'IIeular elH:lion. fOf a certain period of """ or /or all 
h.tuI'.~~ 

To flolC":litat8 voting, U1G IOIate OOYeJfYTlOO1 00<J1d <Sedate the day of a SIi:II& eleobon 
• publio l'IOIiday or oot1GdU!e I\Il e\octiOn lor a My other ltIall a SAluroay_ 

In Tutu re, I ~loctr""ic voting were to be i1 !r<.>duc.od, fur 'UrMT1j.>1l1, it n-.J not IN 
neeNUrv to hav~ an '0;,111<;\00 day', IIIi1h aU votllS cast Qf'I the c..1mll d.J.y. Voting 
could t~~& placliI, for lIXample, OYGf an 'erection week', 

" " " ','// 
-""'-i--fC":;.""-c"~-~--''J-~~' 

b ;.J . \ .' , 

Clo$eOI roll,. 

Cu,'OIt1 tfy. aM. a nate GIeotion I~ caned, people have betWeen 5 ,,-ne! 7 days to 
rliqlct&t 10 Wl!l:l . 

~ rip ygU,~I(,)IixJng ~~' be~~,~:./(!Uf"2',:'1!X1 ~ 
J!t 10 ¥lICl;2r.ot an elecliOn./3 atIItd1 __ -, - __ . _ ' . 

Ncw i !IAAs 

Pus Iu tIw 200'1 fEl'dernl !ioI&Ctlon. tMO Spcoial MiilI~ter 01 SUM, ErIC Abell: 
proposed that: 

thl electorll' rD~ be closed to new "otY r~ un \he day thEt election writs woukl W 
i$$(J!'d (usl.L.i.ll~ li,y <Ja y I~ 'i~lon Is arlllOllI'lCed): and 

poopIe 'II'lS ninIl IO ehang~ their Itt\ l'<:IImenl del"il.~"" !)NNllkrl\fl M~~ 10 etl !\n. 

This propoaal dia not proeelXl as ~ was nOl s.uppm1ed by the non-!)CWMlml!'nl 
pa1ics. 

\ <. .I",!'''''' _~o:::..... __ . ~ . _-.:L~ __ fu:~_L_-_ : :J:::.... ___ .'''-c_'=-- , __ ---'-_ 
,~ . I. • . , . 

_..u::..._._~__ _ __ "~_'_cL ---r---'- .. ' . ~ 



Fixed election day 
In Qyeoosland. there is no fixed election day for state e:ootlons, 

A fIXed elOOl~n day could allow improved oivics eduo3tlon CCUrllas, mock·<jll'C\iOl1s 
end oIherstralegies encouraging YOlJllQ people'S engagement witn oloatioos to be 
planned in ad~axe (see M~ne-r) For e>:ample, a ti~ed electlorl d<lywauldll.low 
~ivics 8dL;C~tors to pla~ and conduct thili! COUrlliS in parallef witl] an .. ~ti"" 
t:nrnpaign. 

!il Doyoofhlilk imf;rOl'Cd CNk::$ ~iOiJ Is £u'iorthwfiHa Tea$OO wr gO'lflrTxrnmt 
1ft toconsiddr a r:JuJngl'1 M fixed tmm electi(Jns? ' 

New ideas 

In Queensland, election::: tor 0111000.1 Qovommont al.J1r.o(~ies are gGOOlitlly h<;Iid 
e~ryfour years on the 111.5\ Saturday in MlI.fCh. 

'It I 
~--~------------.------

New iIOting system 

In Queensl,md, ~ ~ysllim of optional pr"t .. r~"ti" vulir19 is used. A fact sheet <!IOOtJ! 
'OPV [S aval~atlle trom: ~,9Cq.qld,gov,au, 

Do yr1ulilin/cyoungpfJ/Jplll wbuldbiJ m0f9likely to voi" H tfielldi'fj ~Iem 
JW;ooan[,'Cd:;o tN:J ci'liIdidCl/OS ,rurlfllngOrJ QCtlalilfssues of p;ytk;uia[ inle",sl 
to'YOOflg fMOP!~ w~m'-i'Tlor~ likeiy)oi;el elected anitl!aYC" 11 '1'010$ In 
padi.tmelJt? " 

New ideas 

App"ndi" D "nnl~in.~ R r"vism! ver";on 01 a paper prepared tor (In inquiry, Hands 
m P",liament, l1y!h1! Lf!g~t and C<Yl~lilutioMl Committet: of the prevoo$ 
Pilr~anoot It pfOlJidas ;~formation aOO<.J1 our voting system ""cl w~y~ it might 1:" 
~haJ1!l1Od 10 providg mOll;) diwriity in candidate~ who rTl~hl be "Iec\ed_ 

As in OUoen$land, the voting system in the UK makcs ~ vcry dltflcutt for 
c~ndidate~ from minor parties to get eleclt'ld_ In M!l.Y 2005, aome 500,000 sct1001 
5tuoo"rn in Ihe UK voted in a mock electioo 10 roincidP. with the general "Iectioos, 
Too students voted for the a~tual candidates. Th" r"sult. ~ho,,'ed !ha: tne 
students were attracted to parties which ran candidates Oll certain iss"""; for 
eXllm;:Ie, stuClents whQ tett passionate about the environment I'<lted for the Grll,m 
P~r1y_ !)es~it ... faiing In have" singlf! ,,~ndidale returned In the geneml CI(lGlione, 
lhe Grwn Party sliCured 45 (Jut QI il possibl>< 349 seals", t\1" rMCk e .. dion_ 

Praportionol r",prcsentation voting, which le uscd tar Senate elections ~ A\lSlr;,r~i., 
provides grM!"r DppOrtur1 ity for minor p.!rtii'!3 to win seat3, " .•. _.""'-- ----_._-- --- ---------_ .. 



VotiTlg age 

In AlISlralla, you must be 18 yt)(lfS old to 'o'Ote. The mil1imum voti~ age in other 
countries ranges from 15 In .2f. 

Tho mintmum ages ~el tlylhe law lot oIl1e, &!IMtie~ ara listed in appendix B 

la =};::tjytitft::::::~:~::~ts~~4~"lfltle 
New ickIas 

., Apr~ 2004. lolbwing a pmjoct 0f1 th";<Q\I 01 ~1""Lor .. 1 mairxily, thll UniWd 
Kingdom E"",I<>ral ecmmi$Sion r9Comm~nd!ld Ihat the mlnlmum age for alll<IVills 
01 voting In publie eleetions in &lo UK remain 0.1 18 yeors lorthe limo tlclnO. Tho 
UK Elooloral COmmission advi~ed, however, thal it expect~djo und<!rtake a 
lurlher formal review 01 Ih!l m~imum voting age within a further live to sewm 
~ea's. It encouraged the gowmon",nt to eo,uiu..r iniliating a wid<;!r rwiew or the 
age 0/ majurXy • 

. ' I~ 2000, a roport on changing social and legal frlll11ework~ for younC Au~tralian.s 
I~und thai, d<o!~pi!e ~ome interMt in !letting more involved in their commlXl(ty and 
ill jJOII&mmMt dedsion·maling !,""oce'>soos, )'Uu19 peu~'" we", qU;18 ft'luctant to 
claim the ry,1 and n.'sPQll~ibilily 01 havlog thQ VO!9 youngerlhan at a9ll1S. Th .. 
majority (701%) el yelif1Q people mVOlvod in tM rcsoarch said thot theywero not 
ready or interested in QettinQ involved in formal political processes 3i1Ch as ~otinQ 
belore Ihey were 1 a Tn.,ir parents 1I!lree<i, with a majority (61%) .SCiwesting that 
young people are not mat~ eJlCl\.i9h al1d [lOt int .. ",,,toc! in votin!lu..t"we they ale 
16, .md th"l young p"opl .. undur 18 haw other pressores to ooolrOl'1I and eontund 
witf1 (sec Careon. Ftt.zQerald and Roche). 

Compul~nryvotil19 was intrOduced in Ouwns)and in 1914 arld tly thi 
Commonwealth in 1924. Ae."arch by MilfIQ' (publi5h<ild in Civic I..iteracy.- How 
IlIfonne<i Citfzuns M~k:~ Democracy WOffl. University PrOS$ 01 New England, 
Hanover. 2002) indica.te:; that the effect of inlroducing compulsory votmll in 
Austra~a was 10 bring aboul a 2:l'\j, over~ I ""'''''ase in votioo. 

'" -,,---~_'=' --;-c~------.-.... --­
\ <y-

- ._-----------_._._-_.--

Education in schools 

In Qu99nsland schools. there Is no nubjeot called 'eivics educa!iw' or 'citizenship 
CduCJtien'. PrimBl'f and secondary student.~ If!Mn "hout nemncrl\<:.y, inf"Judir>g 
pa<"liMlf!nI, iJOVI'!mrnent and elections, in a numb<.r of d"f~r.ml nbjOl<;ts. S!Wents 
also ~xpoilr,..nc" democracy at .chool, lor 9xamplG through elections for school 
comeI' mOO100rs afldlor schoolleadms_ 

EduC>ltion about democr~cy 
Add~iooal OOUeatiO~1 opportunHios rclavon! to demooracy include; 



vilils to thll quwrlsl...-rd P~rliamlilnt. or to a rwgion:o;1 sittin\l of the Queensland 
Parliament, and edlJCa~onal aollllitiCS provided tJy Parliamentary Edu::ction 
Serv~5; and 

i>lilCtocal ~LJ<:atiOll activitws condu<::t\ld by Ihll Australian Electoral Commission, 
~uch as school vfsits, 

Forstuden~ 

If) Wlmt 'Workedwel,alld whaf did >"-4''lflioy when. you leamt a~uf et' 

m _~ri81¥':6fJd!:.mrx:mcy.in}VUf ~fi<>9I?. . .. --,. ". . 
IWatiTr:iffJcoatooohools do .. 10 enC4t/T,s9'O. _y® .1p,;ValtJedll(rior;J;lCY. <lIId 
piqxlro YOO:;of!J8t.~u 8.rrJ,:w'eIJ)pfOo/leci Md .cortl/dent ./lboUl ef1@ging.in 
Mmricftlt;y?, . . 

For leachers 

tii flo~·<ioesiOurlK:hoof"~cMcsW.. lTiiripJd.~~ 
I!f; HaW C1Juki.~/S /:iIi OO(ferpro;jarec.ro ~alil((~~<:'Y7' _: 

New iOOqs 

In prevk>..Js inqui-i<ls, 11111 Lo?gal anu Co~lituti<X1al Cummil!ee and the Legal MId 
Constitutional Committws of thll 49th and 500J Parliamlilnts haw m,.;J~ 
recommendations abOut civics education in QueenslaM. 5kT1Uar 
recommendations have been made b,. many other AU3tr81ian bodies ill recOllt 
V<'l!!r:I, A list 01 ~orn.. 01 the,,,, ""comme!ld<ltion~ L. set out rn appendix C. 

The Constitutional ClIrtrll of W!/Stllm Australiil was liI~tabli5hed lu .,,'::OIJr ag<l 
poople of:ll ages ID loam aboul the We3tem AU$lrolian poHticol system and how 
to actively participate in~. It otiers displays 00 IM Con~litiJIian and 113pectS ot 
dllenship and political history_ The Eloctocal EalJCatioo Centre i~ klr.aled within 
th~ sarnw complex, and provides inlefil~ti"" prog<~rns ~lluwir>g peop!<llo cast a 
IOOtO, discovor tho origins oj democracy and ur'lder&tand how thal'Oting SYiit.,m 
worns (scc www,ccentrewa,Qoy,auDndexhlm)' Programs. pro~cntcd i:l WIlYS 
wtich engage yDoog people. are III~o cooovded for school stiJdenU! ~is~lnQ the 
CMltr",. Teacher resource ,its complement each program_ Re~aufC'.e boxes on 
various topics .. r~ avail;ilil., lu schouls in "",)0(" ~r"aS. In addition. the 
Ccnslitutional Cuntre has developed an 'Qut Reach Program' which irwokiB>' a 
network ot local people in fll(l1 (lnd remote (lrcos 01 Western Australia provldinq 
pr~rams 10 students in those areas_ Some program~ IIr~ specit~ 10 Illdigenol.w 
cnmmunilie~_ 

A CiviL'!> ,,00 Crtiz9nship EdlJCation woosila (which inco'lX'fales i p,~v;;, u~ 
'Dlscovering Domocracy" wCbsitc) i~ WWl'I,cM.;;soo(jQil@ill;l1.tp.e:t.lI.ay., 

'Kid .• Voting USA' i.~ 1\ national non·pmm, nO/"l·rartL.an nr(J~nis~j;cn that leoche3 
st~nts about crtiu.nship, ci.;c r~spon stwility, democracy and poI;tical 
participatiofl. TOIlglt;ar wlh claBsroom actlviligs, I:ludllnts arll pruvide() ",W, i f] 

opponunity to cast Q 'Kids Voting' ballot on election day, and they ~otc 00 tha 
~ame car;djd!t~~ and ;';"LJeS "s i'\dulK in ~OO4, 1_5 milioo students tt.fned out \0 
vote lor presidential, local and state candidates_ Areas with a Ki~ VoIhg USA 
pregram h~vH ShoW9d a votinq ratg IQ{ mQi;Igroo 18 war oIds \VI' id, i~ 14'1. 
Klghor man for rx>n-participatinQ arc as. Sce ~NIW, kid$\!Qtingu~a9fQ/. 

A~ rart nl Ihe Kids Vot ing USA se-rvice, 'DollbleCic k Democmcy' (~pe 
WWo#. ',;"",""io)()U'''.w vp<,WI " r't'..-x/int.o.". p) W~~ , -..",,10-'1-""'" to "11---.,,, <./, """nl< t" 
panicipaTo in an authentic voting experience using a woo-bas<od vot.inq "y~ter". 
Too on~~c oo.l lots replicate the candld(ltes afld ;,SUCS adultG vote tor, ana prClVide 



,tudents w~h practiGll bagots. whlotl havc links tQ candidate blograptdGS and other 
resources. AbOut 35.000 students participllted during tM 20Q.4. pres:denlial 
election~. 

loons N2 Pol~ics' is a US·bD.sOO wcbsito \\tlich ofIers young people an 
nppnrlunKy te ptllticipate in di$cu$sioo forum$ on topic..~ $uch ~'" the ocoonmy. 
foregn ~i:;l', g~eraJ pojiticai i$~\IIl~, animals and 111 .. "n ... irour"",,!. Provisioo i$ 
also made for young p00p1e to contrfbute to di:;!lussloos under Ifle banner 01 'feft 
wing char and 'right willg comer. See www.teen~n2patib.coml!orum$l . 

. , 

PolitlQaI p~rties 
Tho 2004 YounC Auslraijan of th<l Year, Hugh Evans, has sugcestcd thal )'Cung 
paopIe feel ~hlIt oul of mainstream p"rty potifk:..~. 

The former Queensland State youth Advisory Counc~ told the cORYT1ittee that the 
;"SJIf!S "rldr~"'"..,j hy po~t"'aI parties, partculally at election time, am dnmiMt .. rl by 
",v:;~ r .. t .. ~", It [Cl <>I<J~, 1''''"'1-'1''' ~mt ....... aiO<'lng IX'J'Ulalion. 

~.kH!i!.~ 

Or AriadrJ8 Vromen. a led"'!!r at the Un", .. rs~y o/3ydney. rBMarche~ yGllO£l 
P"Opk> "lid poIitks. St." wriles that. '"Tha ana ar~a of participatiClIl that [",""ains 
tow for young pcople. and indeed for mosl AlJStratians. Is mOOlbElrshp of p{llibcal 
parties. Halher thlln IlIbelling p~rty membersMip dlldine liS apathy. '!If> ought to 
S~ how unappeabg political parties have become. And it is up to p~rtie5 tn 
invu/v" ~ ""w ~~Il~[ati(lll. This m~ht not bo;I by way rJi formal mernoorshi{>; 
mstead. parties migMl coosu~ youll\I people on issuc~ rof(want to their lIVes' (S98 
Women). 

tn th .. US, a nalioflllvid .. ~Iud~ of youlh attitud". found th~t youfly people Vi"'" 
act!v€lln tt\(ljr commur1~ies but not concerned ~bout palKles. As a.n outCOrTlll of 
that 3tudy. a strategy adopted la re..;;onn~ct youth 10 democrllcy is tMf, during 
~ ""tion ~am[l~ ion.' . ~h" m~rli~ oft .... Y'" t~h·l"nO<"l~r~ t"" (O~nrlid~t" rl"h~jes C.ee 
N~liOllal A's(.IC'alior, of Socrelaries ClI St~t\!). 

/ 



\<_-~--

Polilician~ 

Many rilSlil8.lch studies In Australia aoo internationally revea! thm younq people are 
cynioal abol.Jl the ~eha'liour 01 pol~icil!.ns, 

~ How Oi:In p<>Iit!crai"iS tflcmx/Vc5 IWlore _Ihe faith at you"" people in 
J!' domoomcy? 

New ideas 

Or Ariadrlll Vromen says that polifioilll15 orlly coosidor young peoplo wh<:ln they 
presont 11 problem: that yoonll people tood to b6 tIllkM about ratherlha1 talked 
wit!; aOO that young peopIe'~ p"'~r-:livM iV'" 'arely inclurl~<1 in public oobatl! 
O,Vromen ~uggests that what is ooeded is dir~t iviO<nce of you>g people's 
expe,ienc~s afHj ;.uguments basad on such IIVidllrlC9 is<H;I Vr~n). 

In:he Unitod StaloS, Gnnada and the United Ki~dom, where I'Otirlg is(I't 
compulsory. it has been MQ\\tIl thst contact with polit.,,,1 parties and candidates i~ 
till import .. ,,! elamant of 'get-out-the-vote' slrategies_ FoHowing the 200l British 
general electioll, 11"" UK EkI(;loriil Commissioo idsntiliild a lack of ciln~~ssin~ by 
politicians as a likely reason for dinslItisfnction (nnd low lurnout) nmooll firnJ-tim<l 
votolO. 

I{ 
• ."-,---------

-,----~----

eolng lioard 

While jiOunQ people may be turned ott polltlC3 a3 it currently ooerates. many 
stooles end sUr\ley~ AAVIJ fOlJ"ld that your"Ig people lIr~ ~ry intp-rested in pnllio;~1 
;"'SL!E'S ·mportant to th~n. Trill d""~~I¥de j", yuvemmerll~ i. 10 ""Y"'\ie .. illl yuur:g 
Pl!ujJle. and I/HI first fling that voung p.:oo~'" say is thal1My lI'8onll0 be heard. 

m Haw you "",,,d ;my of thlP _qol'~mmenl oppotlunitifJs to voie" YQ!.·( opinion" 
l!t atout Issues? How effective- ~~s il? 



N!'W ideas 

In Western AU3traJia, !!le Cillic.'I and Cilizenship Un~ in the Department 01 Premier 
Md Ci'lhinet aims to enMnce dernoxracy ~ that state through cillics education 
arid th<il PfOOlOtioo 01 an actlva c~zenry. The goal is a community wn<ilrll 0111 
Western Austro.ljan~ are valued M crtizens, wnere they play a sfgn~iC(l,nt role ill 
~tlit1Q policy prioritie5 1Ind where they h6lp shape the "ature of their w,::iely (1I~: 
'NWw, citi, .. n sea PI!!, wa_9Dv. aw'). 

Dr Ario.dnc Women suOQe3ts !hat, 'Younf) peeple have 11 broad fa"go o~ 
~onomic, ~oc;"l, and po~tical experiffiCe~' and that we Med 10 '''re~1e inelu~ive 
lorms 01 gov~mance that fIl'cognisl! .,,<,ll>uikl upo.~ diifl!r"nt wil.ys or mak;ng 
comrnu"ities. Those in power need to listen to young plIOp!a mDre,:ond YQUng 
(IOOp1c's diveroo views and elCpeMeT100s need to be ortieu1al6{l in tho mllClia' (see 
IIre>men). "'/ 
------------

NewidQas 

In 2003, V,.. Commission lor Ch~dll!n and Young Pl!Cpill was i,,~il...oto pa<tio::ipate 
in .. commmes forthQ dev~opment ot a sport!: and recreation facllltylor youn~ 
pooplc on Pnlm Island in North Queensland. 1 he COmmi::lsion undcrlino<ltt1C 
importance of the committee asking young pe<>ple what IlIeywanted. Tile i33Ue 
J"" the Commission was not so much "1low do we involve cfr~dren in Ifr~ hujlding 
oW,;,; I"Julily"lJul ,.lhe,- 7lOW do wO! gut 'h~ laclllly the chlfdren wantr". 

In 2003. in Pom:IIMIla. in Sydney. !l Youth Jury pres&c1ted young pooplc With 
praabcal opportunities to learn and di3l:uSS the dive,se interests and ooncerns of a 
wide v, .. iely of YOllfla people across the Parramatta ,egion. Pl\rticip~nt .... !e~rned 
.bout tll;amwork, r...gulialion skils ~rJd the pow~'" 01 y<>,,~rnm~nt. TIi isc IInabled 
(hem la form 'Q;alistic rocommendatlons la support too ne9d& of thB collQClj~ 
youth 01 ParrnmallQ. 

Too aim of the Youth Jury wns to assist w~1l bridging racial intolerance and 
cu~uro.l diversity emonc young po!aple 01 P~fr~m~tt~. 

Tho moomml!fldahons ot the YolAh Jury were B.lm ~d at ~ey \jovernm0n1 and 
community n,O"niMtions 01 Parramatta 



Taking acliOl1 

Young PIIOPkI w;;enl to ba i.ctiv.lIy involVlKl in d1jmocrac~. Voting alelections i> ~Iy 
onc way of being mvol\led in a dcmooratio ~ocicty. 

~ .whiCh ofthC folfcWff1f} aotMtiesll3ve yoururrfe4 O(/t, crwOOld yQu fikfilo carry 
P.l Out? 

Activity 

VoIunteu "ng 

I.a<at,ng Or ""rti6I'"~"O in a "","I youth prajO'lCl 

Irliliating 0' "'9N"1I a ~!iton 

A"""'Jil'!J" rely or pr"'~l 

Taking pM in" .tlike 

61111\'01 a mQm~;( 01 a po4jU~1 P<'rtv 
Iltoing" "",mMr 01 ~ j .... rloo "nion 

l:ICing Q member Of a lOtudC[l/ ,Imon 

s..in'Ol ~ """",t>I/, 01 a r.on·g<lvem~nI 

orQ<lrli~nijon Which IotlbiC~ Qovcmmc~t {e,g. TI1~ 
VIM .. ,,,,,,,,,, So""1 ..... " ... '1 I,.~,,"',,",I, 

G<~cgl 

Contac1ing a poIiliciao Of local gove rnrnent 
ruu,dlm 

l'"rt<Oip~~ng ,n ~ Yoult1 f'aJ1,omcnt 

&"'9 invotm in a Youth Co\X\cl 

Deing invoilled in an OI1Iani",,~on which .eeb \0 
r.pr~s.ml tIl4I ,,;'OWO 011'<'''"9 ~~ I~·~ YO<H'!l 
}jJ~traiian Rural Ne!....,,,,") 

apponuniticB 10 nctivaly en\lage in domOCraO'f, 

~n id",,- ~.hn"l what can M ""hI .. w,,'! ... ~ ."'i~~Ny; 

spocss i1 which \0 mSllt and discus~; and 

access to the internet. photocopiers. eto. 

Hlv~ done Wcul~ ~I<e 10 
('or x) do (,"',) 

lYJ Cl 
DJ Cl 
0 cl 
0 cl 
CJ O~ 

Cl U 
n 0 
~?J 0 

0 PI 

fT. 
.'~ 0 

0 ::] 

0 n 
CD s' 

~t Cissislanco IX cl')Coorogoment rio you need from gowmm1inf to tikfl 
~iol1ltbout th<' iswfJS you I"~I pttssiorTafe all!XJI? 

New ideas 

Bri~bnnc Crty COC'l'lCil hug dc'lclQpcd 'Visblo InI\', J wobsite ""hiM allows young 
pMple ~o hllvo! I! My in tho! CDlJ(Ic:ir~ prD~ram~, -I he websi!e o()i1tain~ illt(l(matlon 
abru t how young ..,.opl" Can have their My. 'went~ for young p"'ople, links to 



rcsoUfCOO and a forum lhrough wt1K:h yalrlg p<!{)pl~ C3rl e~press their opinions_ 
The Council has also provided young peop~ with areas around Brisbane wh~re 
ooy can coon." luge~""f to mwl and orgolnioo activitl&ll and prajoclll 01 inw_tta 
fulm. Theoo areas are aoocs(libic ta young people and we. resouroecl (sw 
y,w,y.yjajtlle-:ink.org/l. 

The VdU<ian Gov9mm9llt producad a handboof( 10r young people on how thQy 
can create ohange in their oommunity. The handboo~ provides suggestions on 
how young people C3n g91 active an a projeo::t they feel plls~lonate about. and how 
t1ey can implement that projecl (SIi!'V -.WI!. vIc.C<!I'.a!fpd!SlTYPSbook3.p<tl. 

rho Foundation lor Young Australio.ns is a. noo-profit organiaalion dedicated to 
developing i1novative inrtiative~ thal wppart <!loo empower young peGille ag<!-d 12 
la 25. The Foundation provides seed-funding far idea$, prooctively seeks co­
funding to SUP!X>ft irl~iative5 and h"'pll th9 racipi9nt. £tructUn;I thamsillvis to 
~nSUn;llong-larm sustalnablllty. Eaoh year. the Foundation manages a portfolio of 
crants lomlina abou1 S6 mdlion. AI leM! 25% cl mml Qr.!lnl fundinQ j~ dedioatM 10 
,nitiatives specifically d&!igned to benefil young Indigenous Australoos (500 
www.)ourl()australians.org). 

" __ 'C'C'C' ___ ccc,·c'c· _'C'C'~ _______________ _ 

Newidoa;) 

Thi Y",uth EI""toral ,n~dy (YES) found Ih,,! p'1rontc aro r<>!<"rd<>d by youny 
P9<lpla as lha m0611mportant source Of information about votlng. Teklvision and 
nowspaporo are the next most important, however )"lung people view the~e Janer 
source~ with MIme ~~",pjjcl~m. 

" f,o I1 _' ~~:,--,---,=~~~~~~ 

~------ .. -~---~~ 
- .. ,~~~ 

~ Wha:t role can fIOII·~ovemmenrfoundetlonsOf community Ofga.nisatioos p/cly 
Jf' ~ ~ettinlJ young perlple <,c/iw. ~lf1rl involvt'!rl with ~~cy? 

N ... w ideas 

T~O !f1splI"e ~ounaa!lon (see 'NW,,'; In:O"".arg.ilu) c~ iI natlOr1t1lnon-prallt 
fourn1iltioo wr.ich dim5- 10 create oppor1un~ie-s far youl'9 Australians, principally 
"900 be!",,,,,,, 16 imd 25, to h"ip trn.ms9lv\ls ,md other,.. Th'.l Founda,ion 
ilomO'.vtlldgas that young people wan: to mo.kc 0. poGilivo aifforonoo ii1 tnM own 



'U' .•. ~," 

' .... ""'~'. , .... ~ 

lives ",nd in their cornmLJni~es, Voung people are i'lCli~ly involved in the 
develQpnwnt and deh.ny uI "R U,,, Fuundali(;f"s in~i~tiws, Qni< initiative, 
'ActNow', is a W'itb-oased service that will provide young paople wllh infoonation 
arolJ support on how they oan become I1lVDNed ill is~ues or causes in thell" 
c!l'!1mLJni/y that they are passk>natr. MIout 

~~~ .. !~~ training 
I 00 on~11() 
partic;p~te 

exchange 01 

which sent young 
I election. These 

nil us Ad Counc~ Is a IIOn""PTOr~ orga.nlsaUon Whlch producllS, dlstribul"5 and 
pr~m<>1fm public snrvioo ~I\~"igns on ~, rtll1(Ie of iMU<m. fI mC(lnt cml'paiQ!1, 
'F~ht ManneqiJilli:!m', focussed an improving youth cillic engagement 1100 voter 
pa1ic.ip~'i(Jll I1 involved te~~i~ion and racio a~ aimed at gelling )'Oung p!'ople 
im'olved in ",sues t"~y care .. l:>out, v{)h .. ,t .. er~,y ',,,nd voting (soo 
wvfW.f·ght.'na~iim.QrQ). 

'Rook me Vote' la a non-profit organi3!ltion which 8ims to engage YOUIW pooplo in 
me political pro<:eS!!;n the UniTed Stat"~ ~nd dr~w atlenlinn to iS3ue~ 01 concern 
to young people. It coordinate5 voler registration crives aoo education ~H(>rts tn 
""lOur" young peopla <;lxerciS<;l thllir rtght to I'Otll. Youth cu.ure i~ llim""'s~ j, th .. 
promollon ot Its campaig<lS. many oj which rcaturo hir,tl pro111G O9IGt>rllle~ including 
mU3icilms, actor~, athletes and comediaM. In the <!OO4 eleOliOflS, 1.2 mi~i()n 
PWlf'" tnok 1Idvantage (I the OI1lanis1Ition's online vo,,",r r~i'l",tk>n tHLility, and a 
further 200,000 registered a~ aparl of fill' Ruc!< lh" Vole! Bus Twr acro,s the 
country (S9'" I'NNI,rQCk100Y!lliM,Q!!), 

~~---~~.'-~.------~---



'::;V.M~~~~ for w,P,k>.~f'-0 01 5~bWc~5.sWf\ 

The/C Is no set form for a submission to the oommittee, S<lbmiSSions may be maoo using 
the i1quiry response Inlm or in 1/1" IO!TTl nl a letter, a sub~lantial paperor~ ~hort 
Oocum"nl and tlllilY may irlClude apiJ<'!l1diu.ls. Sybmi~sians may contain lacts, opinions, 
argU'Tlems and recommendations for action. Too most useful submission; are 10 thll 
poiIll. 

The ClOfT'Imittee would prefer written submissions. butwill alSo aocept submisElklns on 
audio tape. For written !lubmiS!;ions, typoo or printed ti!rt is preferahle. lhough legible 
hand'wr~ten sLJbr"iss;ons are foICCepYble. N,..Ttoo,w P"9~~ and, fot slbrniss;ons;" 
ijJ;COiE~ of 20 pages, a brief summary and a :labia of contents Is also helplul. 

Ail submi$.ion~ myst incllldfil the n.m61 and contact oolails of thy Pllrson mak;"g th .. 
~wmlSslon. Those making a submi~siOll on ooh(l/f of an O'>laniS3~On should Indloate at 
whntlevellhfl Submission hlls been !WIt1or~ed (/!'g .ub-<lOmmiltee. prMidoot. chair. OI~.). 

Pubic otficers may make subffiiss!ons as pri\late individuo.l&. However, ff rclarenae Is 
made in a submission to Ih .. ir offici!ll pMtion, ~ lIl;oold >!Iso b.! mad .. ~Iear that the 
5lbm\.s~ion ill!11;l:cie in a private capacity. SWmissions ffOm (jOvemment OOp"rt"""nts 
sho r,ld be "utl>arisgd in "cc.vruan<.-.. with nIX"'al departmantaiprocOOure. 

Cont.nt and relavane. 
A Ilutlmisslon may cover some or all of the issues raised in the rosponSG fcrm. 11 would b .. 
helpful ~ submissions clearly Stilted which isslJ<ls are being addreBsed. 

The committee's usual procedure is 10 publICly release and table submissions in the 
Legi' I~1iv .. ASMml:Ny. Nnt al subm~sions w~1 necess~r~y be publi .• hed andlorlabl!\d. The 
comrnitt~ '''''9JV9S the righl to nol pub~sh or tabkl wnridential syixnissions, or 
~ubmissionll which iU6I irr .. 19II",nt, oomain scurrilous or dGlamalory mat .. riaI, or afll 
otherwise not suitable for pub~shino. Tho commiMec will inform you n it decides not 10 
!looeo/:. or not to authorise the publication 01, yoc. ~lJbmi~. 

Confid .. ntiality 

The committee attempt" to oonducl its Jnquir;"'s ill the most open wsy PO'sb\e. How""",r, 
rr yo~ beI'eve that your ~ybmission (or part at it) should not ba made ~ub ic, dearly wr~e 
'conlu Qfl:ial' on each page and, in a !>fief COvetiflg !ElMr, explain WhV your submission 
6ho~d be 1renled confidentialty.1 he committee will then consider your raqucDt for 
eontidenlilllily. 

Un~ulhorised Release 
Once the committoo r¥c .. iv~s a submis~ioJ1, it i.>e<:"",,",s C(}(nrflat~ Plo::'",rty and shO..lld 
not b" pub~&h~ l'I~hout lha cemll"MtteG's aUlhoMsalion, Pubrlcation of a sUbm ission 
withour the committee's nUlhorisatiQf1 mQ<lns that tMt putllic(llion i$ not proteoted by 
parlil!l1ll!r1lary privile9" ilnd ma y ~mol1nt tn a c.:'nt~mrt of PMliamfmt. 

All submissions should be~ _ _. 

The R"s~arch Diroctor 

L .. gal, Con~litutionaJ and Adm .... ;stralivs 

P".-I;",n"nt H,-,u> ~ , C'"Will(J ~ SIr""': 

RRIS!3ANE OLD 4000 



Submissions !".:lose on Wednesday, SO November 2005 

Ertensions 10 toe closing date may be giv~n, If you new mar& tine to mak~" 
su!Jr"i~~Ml, or if you ri'quire further inlormaljo~, contact Ihi commilte"'5 :><;><;retarial on: 

Te~lolle; (07) 3406 7307 
Fax: (On 3406 7070 
!:marl: ~6rc@ parl;ement.g!d_oov_1ltJ 

COllies of this paptlf and all othgr pub~calIon~ by thll L[lgal and Co~st~utional Committee 
ara ava~ablQ on 1110 Internet via the committee's home pngc at: 
WWW pgrl;amen!'o!d.oov,au!cQmmittee!J1eAA~:V hIm 

Name: , " , , 
, ...... ,," ......... "." 

AOC (~lio1lul): ,,,.,, ........ . 

A"''''''._. __ ..... 
, ... .. ... 




