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ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY [N QUEENSLAND




Your Voles

The aim of this Inguiry Ie to maka practical recommendations to
inerease the intarest and participation of voung people in demaocracy in
Cluecnsland.

The cammittes wants to hear from young pecple, in particular, about:

% what Is needed in Quaensland;

&

whiat will work;

s

what wen't; and

whal you want to do or experience.

B

We woulkd also lika to hear from all peeple in Queensland who have an
interest in young pevple, o in youny people engaging in democracy.

To help you to think abouf, discuss and respond to matters relevant [0
the inquiry. we have sel cut below some.

1 issuas; and

% examples of slrategies suggested or ried elsewhere.
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voilng Systev and Electonpl Commdission Rueensland

Educatien/information

Itis the job of the Elsctaral Commiasion Queensland [EGQ) to ensura that people
anol and vote at elections. To do this, the ECO uses education and awareness
programs {2.q. posicards, posiers and gohood visits),

nﬁarmuﬂﬂmeMdo beffarmuwfamnﬁymgetﬂsmassagaaamsm
vogng peoole? ¢ ..

Nev jdeas
»  In 2003, Elgctions Canada partnersd with Canis in the Glasaroom 1o devalop a

naw voter education program for students, including a contest shallenging peopic
aged 15 10 18 to create 30-second public sarvice annauncements on video telling

their peers why the democratic process and vating are important,

+ The United Kingdam Electoral Commission's 'Da Polltics' aime to get young
people Involved in democracy. It may be aceassed aty www. dopotitics co.uk. ‘Do
Politics' canduets workshops and events, and provides resourcea and training
azresa the UK tor young people.

v In Australia, the Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that gome incentives would
gitract a first vots. Young people said & tax broak or the use of promotional rock
concorts would be the most effective incentives, but there was also some support
for the notion Hial incantives should not be needed as voting is a respc-nsmnriy
that comes with citizenship.
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Valer registration
In Australia, sach person must complete an enrolmant form to registar to vote.

? il could the FOO make i aas,rer for youily. peopda b enm! -and l:rswnia
registered: fo vole?

Mew idaas

in same countries, registration is done by the gowvernment so thal people are
aulmnalically registerad when they reach voting age. An international raport by
the Instituie for Domocracy and Electoral Assistance, Youlh Yoter Barticipation,
Zlogests automatic registration by the government rather than it being & duty of
earh person o enrof.

v Otner countries enabic poopic to reqister at a polling station on ¢lestion gay, or
on-ina.

v 0 Caneda, Elections Canada fdenlilies peuple who baave luroed 18 G aough
information proviged by, far example, the t9x office and rmotor vohisde reqistars,
The Chiet Electorad Ofticer writes 10 these peopte to aak them 1o contien that thay
- are gligibte to vote and eansent tn heing inchided in the ratinmal register.



Regponse e

LR AT DA M S P TN O R I S R AT R T e

Polling statlonse
In Qusansland, peling stations are usually located in sehools of halis and are open
botwesn Sam ahd Epm.

ﬁ How could the GG maka i easior for young péepla to tast thelrvota?

Ligvy ideas

v Inrecent Canadian elections, Etecttons Canada imroquced more polls in locations
ta which voung peoplc have ensy actess, such as noar stedant rasidences and
univaraty neighbourhoods.

+  MCanada, polliing stations are open for 12 hours.

v Delegations from tha Australlan Elactaral Commission and the Victorian Efecloral
Commisgion cheerved elattronic voling processss at elections in the USA, UK
gnd Irelzand betwesn 2000 and 2002, The delegations considered the ditterent
nptians that are available, their advantages and disadvantages and how each
vption would suit Australia’s voting systems. The delegations recommended &-
voting e made availablo to sonain classes of volars including votars In Antarctica,
walers in remots locations, voters with a disability and overseas volers (sec
Wit aec gow.aly_contentiwhatdimting/slectranic_repartindes: him and
wywnwaec. gov.ay’ conlenbwhalvoling/E-voling_repod] pdf).

*  Arecent report of the Victorian Sorutiny of Acis and Reogulations Committes,
Vitlorian Electronic Democracy, conaidered elecironic voting. It recommended
that Victarian aleclinns shoubd not be nondoctad remaotaiy via information and
comrunications technoiogies in the near future, but icentified the following key

advanlages of remots voling systems:
- easy access for bavellers and disabled people,

- provicing an interdace for other technologies such as sersen readers, Braille
comptllers, magnificrs or shernalive dgila entry systems;

- allowing For the easy and cheap distribution of bafiot papers in different
languegyes;

- inslantaneous processing; &and

- alowing voters to access a wide ranye of other information white considaring
and casting their vote.
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Advance voling

Currantly in Quesnsland, if you can't vote at your nearest polling bouth on the day
of a state election, special amangements can be madp for you to cast your vote,
such as by advance voling in person or postal voling. These optians are avaifabie
in only some circumstancas - far example, if you will be interslale on poliing day.
hava a disability; or can't vole on that day because of raligious baliefs. For further
information, see www.cca.qld. gov.au.,

goypugwjgm young peoplo. uwmm;fmcyocw:ﬁaﬁo aranyumem
r =F _.“'I"- : 2 : it b

Mew ideas

' Inthe UK, postal voling is available fo any efigibla vater on request. A person may
apply for postal voling for a pardicular slection, for a carain period of fime or for all
futura alactions,

v  To lacilitate vating, the state government could dectare the day of a stats election
& public hotiday or sehedule an election for a day other than a Saturday.

boinfuture, f electranic voting were to be Inlroduced, for example, i need not be
necassary to have an sleclion day', with ali vores cast oo the same day. Voing
could laka place, for example, over an ‘cloctian week',

i
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Close of rolls
Cusrently, after a state slagtion is called, pecple have between 5 and 7 days o
ragistar to voto,

E Lo you think.young peaplo Wubbe-dxsadvmagadﬂ#!m mmnpgmﬂy
10.enwol aftor an election is called?

New \dega
v Pror o the 2004 {eders! slection, the Spectal Miniater of State, Eric Abetz
proposed that:

v the electaral roll be closed to new voters un the day the election wrils would be
issued (usually the day the elaction is announced); and

*  people wishing to change their enrolment details ba given three days in e so.

This propogal aid not proceed as i was not supporied by the non-government
patics.
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Fixed alactlon day
In Guesnsiand, thera is no fixed election day for state alsctions.

A fixed election day could allow improved civics education couress, mock-alections
and other strategies encouraging yaung pecpie’s engagement with oleations to be
planned in advancs (ses Milner]. For example, a tiked slection day wauld allow
civics sducaiors jo plan and conduct their courses in paralel with an election
campaign.

2

Do you thirk improved civies education Is 8. worthwhila reason for govemrment
ta consider a change ta fixed tarm elections? "

Maw deas

b

In Gueensland, elections tor all local government autkiorities are generally hald
ey four yaars on the Iast Saturday in March.

R

New voling system

In Queensland, @ system of optienal preferential voling is used. A fact sheet about
QP[5 avaliable from: www ecq.oid.gov.au,

Do you think younq paopla would ba more.likely o vole |f the voting systerm
was. changod 6o hat candidatos running o0 eenain issues of parﬂcu!ar integresi
o yiuing pBDp!B ware: mora - HKB.I‘}-' :o gea‘ efecrsd smd have: a woigs in
pardiament? - ol :

Mew ideas

7

Aprendix D enntains a revised veraton ot 8 paper prapared for an inquir*,r. Hands
o1 Pafamant, by the Legal and Constitutional Commiitee of the previous
Parliament. |t provides information about cur voting system and ways it might te
changed 1o provide more diversity in candidates who miylt be elecled.

As in Quognsiand, 1he woting system in the UK makos it very difficult for
candidates from minor parties to get slectad. in May 2005, some 500,000 school
students in the UK vaoted in a mock election to coincide with the general elections.
The siudents voted for the actual candidales. The resulls showed tha: the
students wars attracted 10 parties which ran candidatas on certain isxues; for
examazle, students who ket passionats abeut the enviranment voted far the Greean
Parly. Daspite failing ta have a single candidade returned in the general elections,
the Green Party secured 45 out of a possible 349 seats in thae rmock eizction.

Propartional reprasentation voting, whish is used for Senate slections in Australia,
provides graater ppportun ty for rinor parties to win seata,

b




Yoting age
In Australia, you must be 18 yoars old to vots. The minimum vmnng age n other
COUNries ranges from 150 21,

The minimum ages set by the [aw tor ather activities are fisted in appendix B.

ﬂ Showd the voting age be loweesd 16 17, or 15yeais - Whiy orwhiy aot?. if the
voting age is lowared, should voliig at the fowered dge ba compusoy? .~ - -

blew ideas

b I April 2004, fotlowing a project on the age of elecloral majority, tha United
Kingdom Elecioral Commission recommenged that the minimum age for alt levels
of voting In publie elegtions in the UK remain at 128 yoars for the time being. The
UK Elcetoral Commission advised, however, that it expectad to undertake a
furiher farmal review of the minimuom voting age within a further five to seven
years, It encouraged the government to consider initiating a wider review of the
age of majunity,

S I 2000, a report on changing social and legal framewarks for young Australians
taund thal, despite some inlerest in geting more invoheed in thel community and
in government decision-making processes, young peuple were guils reluctant 1o
clairn the righl and responsibility of having tha vola youngsr than atage 8. The
majorty (T4%) af yaung peaple invoived in thae rasoarch zaid that they werc not
ready or interested in getling involved in formal political processes such as voling
betore they ware 18, Their parants agreed, with a majority (61%) suggesting that
young people are not mature emough and not inlerested in voling befme they are
18, and that young pecple under 18 have othar pressures to cantront and contend
with (see Carsan, Fizgerald and Roche).

v Compulsary voling was introduced in Quesensland in 1914 and by the
Commonwesalth in 1924, Aesearch by Milner {published in Civic Litermcy: Haow
Informed Ciifzens Mako Demoeracy Work, University Pross ol New England,
Hanover, 2002) indigates that the effect of introducing compulsory voting in
Auziraha was to bring about & 2% overall increase in vating,

Gdungtiom.

Education in schools

In Queensland schools, thero 3 no subjeet called ‘civies education’ or ‘citizonship
cducation’. Primery and secondary students learn abaut demagracy, including
pasiameant, govemment and elections, in a number of dilferent subjects, Students
alsy expenence democracy at school, for axampia through elactions {or sehool
councii mambere andfor schod lcadors, :

Education aboul democracy
Additional educational opponunitios relovant 10 demosrasy include.
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visits to the Queensland Parliamenl, or to & regional sitting of the Queensland
Parlizment, and adugational agtivities provided by Parliamentary Education
Sarvices; and

elactoral educalion activities conducted by the Australian Electoral Commission,
such as schoo! visits,

For siudents

What wmrkad well and what did you en;oy wﬁsn yau i'eamf ﬂbauf ar
expaﬂanced demociacy in your schoal?

What more cold schaols do o encauragn }'di.l ra va!ue damowacy and
prepare you 50 that. ;mu an. wef: fnr.:rnned annf mnr?dem abr.:-m erwagmg in

AeMOCIACYT,

For teachers

Mow idoas

F

Hovwr'does yourschool approath civics ddicailon and drattice. deamw&cﬁ
Howr could stidanig ta balter propared-fo engage in damiociacy? 5

In previous inguiries, the Legat and Sonstitutionat Comrmitlee and the Legal and
Constituticnal Committees of the 48th and 50th Pariaments have maude
recommendations about civics cducation in Quoensland. Similar
recotnmendations have been made by many ofher Australian bodles in recont
years, A izl of some of these recammendations is set awt in appendix C.

The Congtitutional Cantre of Westemn Australia was established lu encourage
people of all ages 19 ieam about the Westem Australian political system and how
to actively patticipale in It It offers displays on the Consfitution end sapects of
citzanship and pofitical histlory. The Electoral Education Cantre is Incaled within
the same comphox, and provides interactive programs ailuwing people Io cast a
vote, discover the orlging of democracy and underetand how the voting system
warkia (500 www.coenlre wa. gov.auindex Html. Programs, presented In ways
which engage yaung peaple, are also conducted for schoal students visting the
Centra. Teacher resource kits complement each program. Resource boxes on
various topics are availatie lo schouls in remote areas. i addition, the
Censtitutional Certra hag develgped an ‘Jut Reach Program' which involves &
network of local pecple in rural and remote argas of Wostern Australia providing
programs to students in thase areas. Some pragrams are specitic 10 Indigenous
communities.

A Civics and Citizenship Education website (which incomporates a previous
‘Discovering Democracy’ wobaite) iz weav.civicsandeitizensnlp.edu.su,

Kids Voting LIGA' is a national non-peollt, non-partisan organisation that teaches
sludents about citizenship, civic responsibilty, demoeracy and political
padicication. Together with clagsroom actlvilisg, studants are provided wilh an
opporunity 10 cast 4 ‘Kids Voting' ballot on clestion day, and thoy vote on the
same candidates and issues as aduits. In 2004, 1.5 milkon students turned out 1
vofe for presidential, [ocal and siate candidates. Areas with a Kids Yotiag LIGA
pregram have showad a voting rate for ragistared 18 year olds which i3 14%
hlghar than for non-panicizating arcas. Soe v kidsvotinqusa. ong/.

Az part of the Kids Vating LI3A service, ‘DoublaCiick Democracy” {sea

et e s uetingusa_ o/ Do ubloCicioTntro, s was developed to Al stedents bor
paticipale in an authantic voting experiense using a wob-basod voling syulen.
The onlirg ballots replicale the candidates and issues adults veto for, ang provide
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stidents whh practice bafiots which have links 1o candidate Hfographies and othar
resources. Abowt 35,000 students participated during the 2004 presdential
elaclions.

v Teens N2 Politics' is & US-based websito which ofiers young ptople an
apportunity to paricipate in discussion fonims on Bxpics such as the ecanomy,
foreign policy, general political issues, animals and the environment. Provision is
alsd mada for young paopla to contribute 10 distussions undar the banner of 'loft
wirg chat’ and ‘right wing comer. See www.teenanPpolitics comadonims/.
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The Folilical Slstem Awnd Folttlcinns

Politteal parties
Tha 2004 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh Evana, has suggested thal young
people feel shut out of mainstream parly palifics.

The lormer Qdueenaland State Youth Advisory Cauncil told [he committee thal the
is=ires addrassed by palitical parties, particutary a1 elaction time, are dominated by
lingse redevas 1 1D olden prople and oor ageing prUFdl]UII
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Mow |doas

v Py Ariadne Vromen, a lecturar at the Univarsity of Sydney, researches young
poople and politics. She wriles that, The ans area of participalivn ihat remains
lmw for young people, and indeed for most Australians, is membership of pelitical
parties. Hather than |absalling party membership decling as apathy, we cught 1o
sze how unappealing political parties have become. And it is w to parties ko
imeaive o new generation, This might not be by way of fomal memberstip;
Instead. parties mighl consult young poople on issues relevant to thelr lives” {sea
Vromen).

r  Inthe US, a nationwide study of youth attitudas found that youny people ware
agtiva in thair communities but not conccrnad about palities, As an outcome of
that study, a stiategy edopied to re-connect youth to demoeracy is that, during
elaction campaigns, the madia offer youdh-rmoderatad candidate debates (see
Maticnal Associalion of Sacrelarnios ul S,



f&fﬁ.mef Farm

R e R e S

Politicians
Mzany rezearch studles In Australia and intornationally reveal thal young poople are
cyrical aboul the behaviour of coliticians,

? How can politiclans themscolves restore the fath of young poople in
& domocracy? . , & @k

Hew idess

«  DrAriadna Vromen says that politicinns only gonsider young people when thoy
present 2 prablem; that young people tend to be talked about ratner than talked
wih; ard that young peaple's perspeclives are rarely includad in public debate.
Or Vromen suggests that what s needed s dirpct evidence of young people's
exparences and arguments based on such evidence (saa Vromen).

*  Inthe United Stales, Gonada and the United Kingdom, where veting isn't
compuisary, it has bean shown that contact with political parties and candidales is
artimportant sdamsnt of ‘get-aut-the-vote' strategies. Following the 2001 British
geneqal election, e UK Elecioral Commission identified a lack of canvassing by
politicians as a likely reason for dissatisfaction (and low wrnout) amaong first-time
VDTS,

Yo Peoble nmd the Conumndiy

Belng heard

While young people may be Wwumed off polihica a3 i currently ogerates, many
studies and surveys have found that yourg people are vary interested in poltical
issues mportand 1o tham. The chafonye for governments is 10 enguge wilh young
people, and ths first thing that voung people say is thal thay want to be heard.

i’}-; Have you used zoy of the government ogponunities 1o voics vour opinions
1% akout lssues? How effactive was it?



Bogpns Fore ﬁf
o forw §

[ ik he et T s T T e (n - Pt

Mew idaas

v In'Weslem Australia, the Civics and Cilizenship Unit in the Departrment of Pramiar
and Cahinet aims 0 enhance democracy in that state through civics education
end the promotion of an active ciizenry. Tha goal is & community wharg wll
Westem Australians are valued as citizens, whera they play a significant role in
satfing palicy prionties and where they help shape the nature of their society {see:
wanw citizenscape wa_gov.aud.

v Dr Ariadne Vromen Suggests thet, Young people have g broad rangt of
sconomic, secial, And poltical exparirnces’ and that we need Lo ‘nreate incluzive
Iorms of governancs thal recognise and build upon ditferent ways of making
communities. Those in power nead to (isten to young peopls more, and young
pcople's diverse views and experiences need 1o be articulated in the media’ [sea
Urc-rnen}

Eove.ch0, you tink govardment sHold invilva. p’éh,c:."e in ihe'decidions it
q makas? WM%MM&‘j:% é, uebbasedhnrne
frerethods of Writie e EH it

Mew idéns

v in 2003, the Commission for Children and Young Peqple was inviled to pariicipate
in & commitled for the development of a spane and racreation facllity for young
pEople ont Palm Islang in Marth Queenstand. 1he Commission underlined the
importance of the committes asking young people what they wanted, The issug
ke the Commission was not so moch “Fow da we iovolve chitdren in the building
e iy facility” bul rather “how do we gat the faciiiy ihe chifuren warni?",

b I 2004, in Farramatia in Sydney, a Youwth Jury gresented young peoplc with
srastical oppartunities to leam and diseuss the diverse interasts and concerns of 4
wide: variety of young people across the Parramatia region. Paricipants learned
about teamwork, negofiafion skills and the powers of government. This enabled
themn to form realistic recommandgdaions 1o suppon the naeds of the collgctive
youth of Parramatia.

The alm of the Youlh Jury wos to asaist with bridging racial intolerance and
culiural diversily among young peaple of Parramatta.

The recommendations of the Youth Jury wers aimed at key governmani and
comemunity organisations af Parramatta.

%{4 iy |
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Taking action

Young pecple wani to be activaly involved in democracy, Voling at elections is only
ang way of being Invalved in & demcoaratic socicty,

a

Which of the fofiowlng activitics have you.Ccarded out, orwolild yau fike fo cay

— s
Volunteesding 2] "ZJ
Initiatng or paricipating in a losal youth projact ] D.
Iniiating of sigring & potition 3 j
Alerding A rally or protest 1 (_rﬂ/
Taking part in a strike 2 =
Balng 3 momber of a poliical party L3 £
Reing A memhar of a trade union [ e
Being & maermber of 4 student uncn L__"j al
Being a member af a non-gavemment _
arganisalion whizh lobbies government {e.g. The B .'7]’
Willbrriesss Socialy, Ammessty [atersatinel,

Grogngeara)

Contaciing a polibcian or lecal govemment Wl &
eoucHloe

Participating tn & Youlh Partioment 3 2]
Eeing involved in a Youth Council [ i
Deing invoived in an arganizalion which seeks lo S, @}

rapresen! the views of young peophe (. Young
Augtraiian Aural Metwork)

Yeung people say that to he engaged in democracy they need thinga such 23!

L]

L]

F

.

information;

apporiunities to ootively cngage in democracy,
an idea abont what can ba achieved realiabicaliy;
gpaces in which 1o meet and discuss; and

acress to lhe internet, phetocopiers, elc.

What assistanco or encouragement do you need from governmen! to lake
action abaut the issuas you teef passionafe about?

MNew ideas

b

Brishane City Council has develnped *Visible ink', a wobsite whign allows young
pecple o have a say int8e Council'a programs, 1he website cortaing isfermation
akout how young peopla can have their say, events for young peaple, kaks o

7
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resQuress and a farum through which young people can express thair oplnions.
The Council has atso provided young peophe with areas around Brishane where
they can camne legether to meet and organise activities and projects of interest to
ihetn. These arsas are ascessible o young paople and well resourced (506

The Viclurian Govamment produced a handpeok tor young peopls on how thay
can create change in their cammunity, The handbook provides suggestions on
how young people can get active on a project they feel passionate about, and how

they can implement that project {see wwwyouth.vic.cov.awbdisTYPShooks pdf).

Tha Feundation {or Young Australinng 13 & hon-profit arganisation dedicated 10
develsping nnovative initiatives that suppart and empower young peaple aged 12
to 25. The Foundation provides seed-tunding {or ideas, proactively seeks co-
funding tc suppor! ilistives and helgs the recipients efructure themsslves to
ensure long-term sustalnablity, Each year, the Foundation manages a gortfolio of
grants totaling abowt 58 million. At least 259 of tofa! grant fundinp is dedieated o
initiatives specifically designed to benefil young Indigenous Australians (see

wivrwr youngaustralians org).

Piad)

’ .
R foadha, B

What tole .can -families and: fneﬂds play m gem‘.frg Pbmg peopfe acti‘.-e and
OhEdwWith ganitocracy?.

Mew idoas

r

Tha Youth Electoral Sludy (YES) found that parontz aro regardod by voung
peopla as tha mest important source of information abowt voling. Telovision and
newspapers are the nexd most important, however young peoale view these latler

sources with some scepdiciam.
/

¥ ri-}x_’i” ; -‘_I S w L

i

Waat rofe can non-govemment foundations or Corununiy orjanizations play
in gaiting voung penpla active and involved with democracy?

Mew ideas

»

The IN3pre FoUNAation (See W nspire. org. Au) & a natienal non-praht
foundation which aims fo create opporiunities for young Ausiralians, principally
aged bebween 16 and 25, to heip themszelves and others. The Foundazion
acknowladnes that young peonle wan: to mako a positive Qifferenas it thelr own

A&
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livas and in their communifies. Young pecple are actively involved in 1ha
devedepment and delivery of gl {he Foundation's initiatives, One initjative,
‘ActMow’, is 2 web-Dased service that witt provide young people whh information
ard support on how they ¢an become involved in iszuss o causas in thelr
community that they are passionate about.

VibeWire Youth Sarvices 15 a volurteer-based, non-profit youth media and training
organisation which provides young peopie agsd betwesen 16 and 20 with an online
farurn through which they can access information ont A range of topics, partic:pate
in discussions with other young people &nd become involved in the exchange of
informatton with othar voung pecple [cee www.vitewire.net). Recent imbiatives

include ‘orectionTracker (see wiww electioniragker.neted) which sent voung

people aut an the campaign trail as repanters in the 2004 Federal slaction. These
reports were utilised by six radio stafions, 3B3 and ABC news.

The US Ad Councll ie a non-profi arganteailan which produces, distributes and
grarmotes public sonvien nampaigne on 2 range of issues. A rocont campaign,
‘Fight Mannequiniam', focussed an improving yaouth aivic engagement and voter
participation. It invalved television and radio ads aimed at getting yaung people
inuclved in issues they care about, volunieering and voling {(see
wyw.lightmanneguinism.orgl.

‘HacK the Vote' 13 & non-profit organization which gims 1o engage young people in
the political process in the United States and draw attention to issuss of concern
to young peopla. 1fcoordinates voter registration drives and educabion 2forts to
ensure young people exercise their right to vote. Youth cuiture is harnessed i the
promodlon of its campaigns, many of which fedture high prodlla celebritles inciuding
mussians, actara, alhietes and comedians. In the 2004 elections, 1.2 million
peaple taok Advantage of the organisation's online votar registration faciity, and a
further 200,000 regislered as aparl of the Rock the Vole Bus Tour across the
coundry (sae www rockthavole.com).
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Gudlelinegs for maailng a submission

Thete s no sct form for & submission to the committze, Submissions may be made using
the inquiry reaponse tosm or in the o of a latter, a substantial paper ora short
document and they may nclude appendices. Submissions may contain facts, opinions,
arquments and recommendations for action. The most useful submissions ara to the
point. )

The committea would prefer wittten submigsions, but will also 2ecent submissicns on
audr taps. For written submissions, typed or printed text is preferable, thoogh legible
hand-written submissions are acceplable, Nurmberad pages and, {or submissions in
excees of 20 pages, a brief summary and & 1abls of contents |8 alsc holphd,

All submissions must inciude the nams and comact deiails of the person making the
submission. These making o submission on behalf of an organigation showld Indicate at
what leval the submission has been authorized (2g sub-committea, president, ohair, ete).

Public officers may maks submissions as private individuals. Howewer, i references 15
mads in a submission to their official pesition, it should &50 ba mada clear that the
submission is rada in a private capacity. Submissions from govemment deparments
should be authorised in deeprdance with norrnal departmental procedure.

Content and relevance

A submisslan may cover some or all of the issues raised in the responge lom. 1 would ba
neipful  submissions cleardy stated which issues are betng addreasad.

The commistes’s UsUal procedurs i3 1o publicly release and 1able submissions in the
Legislative Assembdy. Nat all subrnissions will necessarily te publishad andfor tabled. The
comrifee reservas the righl to not publish or table conlldential subrrissiens, or
submissions witich are irrelevant, contain scurrllous ¢r defamatory material, or arg
gtNerwise not suitable tor puldishing. The eommitles will infomn you 7 il decides not 19
dceedt, or not o authorise the publication o, your submission.

Conlidenfiality

Tha committes attempts to conduct its inquires in the most open way possible, Howaver,
if you bekeve that vour submission {or part gf it) should not be made public, clearly write
‘cenlidensial® an sach page and. in a brief covering letter, explain why your submission
should be reated confidentially. | he commities will then conaider your raguest for
contidantiality.

Unauthorised Release

Once the commilles receives a submission, it becomes commiltee progerty and shouid
nol pe pulished without the committes’s authorisstion, Publigation of a submissian
without the committee’s authorisation maans that that publication is not profected by
parliarmentary priviliege and may amount ko a contempt of Parliament.

#ll submissions should bem m “ .

Tiwe Research Director

Lega!, Constitvtional and Administralive

Parliament House, GReonge Street
RRISEBANE QLD 4500
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Submissions close an Wednesday, 30 November 2005
Extensions to the closing date may be given, If you nead maore time to make a

subriission, or if you require further information, contact the commitize's secietariat on:

Telephone: (07} 3406 7307
Fax: (0T} 3406 7070
Emal: lzarced parliament old gowvat

Copies of this paper and all other publicatione by the Lagal and Constitutional Commiltes

ara available on the intornat via the comemittes’s nome page at:

vy Derhament. qld gov. auwfcommitieesTooal 2w htm
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