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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEM OC RACY IN QUEENSLAND 

-----, 



yO' .. n'Vf)(e-e 

n .. "im 01 thi~ inqui ry 1510 mako pmoticrll rOCorM\lndQtions 10 
incr",,,.e (he in(elliil\;1 an-j ganlc(patio/1 01 yoong jlCoglo 1'1 dOmDCrtloy in 
Qo.roeansland. 

The cornmmee wanls 10 hf!'" from yoIJ~D peopIe, l~ particular, atout: 

6 what iI; noGOed k'I ~nd: 

~ what wJl wo~ 

I!: wtlat won1: ano 

W8wotid also Itk!l 10 hllil' trom d pcI(lplg in QllHnelanowho t_a~ 'HI 

InfIo:r_' in JIO"":J pc::;;:', '" ~ , vuuny p""pbi ~"g In ~1X:r<lCY, 

TO IICIp you 10 thmktleout. d~5S!ln<! ""_"(IO!"11O ~ rele.anl \0 

11'1& ir1quiry, Wt:: have ~t Ol.ll below i'lOO1~: 



Educaticn/'informMton 

It is t~e jOb Cf the Electari'IJ Gommj~5ion OIJMMiand (ECQf to ~n~ure that P'!'O[>Ie 
enrol and ~ at electioos. To do Ulis, tliu ECO~.". e<.Iuc.lion and d.wa.-uI1<1ss 
programs (e.g. ~tcilrd&, pOS1ers and school visits). 

!P:I~~il/l(>, fo/)cj" b9tW,or.r!iff~tI3fI~ (O-getitsir~(nlCfP/i.5 10 l!' yoong,.,.",.."e. -; - , " " 

New ideas 

In 2003, EI,..;tions Canada partrlared w~h Cable in tne Classroom to aevelop a 
MW voter education program for students, iook.iding a. oontestohallen~ing people 
a::lod 1610. 18 to create 3O-lIIICOM f1ubhc ~",ice !!.nooutlcemen~ 00 video telling 
their pM~ wh~ the democrat'" Proc.!!ss and votinoJ are imjX>rtant 

Tlw lJniled Kingdom E~oral CommlssJon·s '00 Politics' aims IQ get young 
pooplg Involved In democracy. It may 00 oooessed at: www.dooo!Hcs,cQ,\lK. 'Pc 
Politics' com.lUOlS work~hops and events, and provides reMlJrce~ 1100 training 
ecr03l! the UK lor ya!Jt19 people. 

In AU$trillia, tin, Yuull1 Electoral Study (YES) found that Somli incGfl1iVIIS would 
attrnct a first vow. Y0Ul19 peOplo ~aid a tax break or the use cl promotional rock: 
CO!1eerts'would DO) 11"1$ ITINt ef:ectiv:> ~,ce~~'Ie~, t:-J! ih~ re wa~ also some support 
for tile notion that ;'e...-.livtls should net be neeOOd as voting is a r9sponsibrWty 
that comes with diz~nship. 

~u\ 'k~ :;;'" hJ 4-, ,,'A ,",Iv 
;J~,c \ ·tJE k~?'k -, @\ \ \lcJ . , 

,-vc,lVl- \ 1:+ jj: ¥~' --.e .. n-::l .G:JC it.' . . c,,~ . , 

Voter ~i"lr .. tion 

In Australia, each P"'~"" must L'Ompl~t~ an ~nrolmt;tnt form to ;"!lists; to vot~, 

"'. Hllw mu!d fhl! eGO malf ... il f'a.ier AA: YWII9 people ·to Iiiflrr:JI OlriiJ b9c0m9 
I!_ ,,;gist6rWlovul,"? 

NO!w idsao 

In ~nme countries. rS\jistration is done by Ihe guverm","1 SU that ~pt!! are 
aulom"t;';"tly r~qist9md when thay reach votrtg age, AA rtternatlOl1al repQi1 by 
t~ Inslit~!O) for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, YOU!/! Voter PMiclpation, 
sUQgests automatic r~ ... trati"" by lh" ~OV",rnmF.nt rathfl' th"" it t:...i"'J a duty {)j 

MGh r"""m 10 enroL 

0ih9r coc'fl(rieS ermblO people 10 IOQislelllt (I polling 81n.tion on elcotion coy. or 
on-lino. 

11'1 Cat'lada. Et",o;.;;"",. C .. , • ...J~ iu..1 Ililit;s fl"Uf.>I" wllu lI~v~ lUll ""cl 1 e II ~""~ I 
;l1furm~liun prolliOao by, for e~ample. the taK alfioo and motOI vo!1iele registers, 
The C~€lf EIOc1Otal Of lie a, wf~es 10 these people to ask th('.fTl to eonllr111hal1IWy 
<lIe el;QiIJle to vote and cons",,! to ooio~ ir.c,ftJ.'"'' in lhp. "~ti<lM I r"'!Ji"'~' 



--.~.----~ 

Polling stations 

In Queensland, poning stations arc IJsuany Iooated in schools or halls and aro opon 
be:ween Sarn and Bpm. 

I How COUld the EGo make it eaJifer for young peopJetoca.sltllelrvotO? 

New ideM 

10 f<iC9!l! C;madan elections, Elecllons Canada Introd1JCed moll! polls n beations 
lowhich young people have easy access, suon as ooar studont rc~dcr.ees and 
uni\l()rsity neighbourhoods. 

In Canada, poI~1l9 station. ar" 0J>'ir> lor j 2 11<>I..Irn. 

DQllIgations ftom tne Australian Electoral Commission (l(1d Itlo Victa(,an Electora! 
Commission Observed ~ectrooic voting processes al elections in !~e US.'., Uv. 
and 1r""II~d betw~"n ?oon at'''' ~OO"', Th" rielegations CO!1"'(!P.red!he different 
optims \l'1at ale a'/aiiable, their advantages aoo disadvantages and ha'" Mch 
optioo would suit Auslral~'s voting systams. The delagatlons mcomm~nded 9-
\'Cling be mado avni'atlic 10 certain olassos of voters including V01ers in Antarctica, 
voters in remote IOClltioM, vol ... rs w~h 21 disltbilily Md Clversea3 II<XElIS Isee 
WI'IW_ ~oc (1<>V .1! "I CClnrn nlfwhat!votinglelecl ron., report/Index_him and 
WI'IW _ aQC_ goy '''y( ~-or ]!ltn Vwt , .. VvolinqlE· voti~g ",port, pdI). 

A rece~l roport 01 llle Vctorian &m.tiny of Acta ~nd ReQu(Qliona CcmmiMe, 
ViOt~n f:::Jedronic Ullmocracy, cOMid<'lrlld ~lectrOrlic V{)jing. It recommendCd 
th~t Victorian ~""'!inns should not he condocted remotely via in/nrrn1ltian Md 
COTIfTIlXlicatioos techoologj~s in tile rWilr lut'"'"c!, lJut id.mlifioid loo foflowing key 
"W"lllagl!~ of remOI<i voting s~t~~; 

easy aa;;C!ss for trav1.>l~. ,,00 disi.lJJ2d "",up/I!; 

rrnvidJng an interlace for othe, techt1Oiogies sllCh as screen reader:<, 11r2lil'-' 
~"omput..-", {]1"Y"i!;"r~ Of alt"rn~1ivs dat~ \!ntry ~ys!"ms; 

allowing tor Ill .. easy ",nd ctle~p di.lrilout;';m of lJ~~ol p~~rs in dilfe-en! 
I<mguage~; 

i~sli.llillll..ouS p<ocIIssing; and 

allowing vot~rs 10 occeSs a wide range of olhsr ~formaUoll ,");1 .. C(J(lsidering 
and c;/.slinq 1h\JlrV01(1. 

'" -ID""-C:O:.JJ, -,-:Is \ ,.!,~, .l20Jlf<ct 
fX*~t',y tcc_f0..-1.f('- lx~~ r-.!i'::~~ ULr-{'~ _ _ _ 
'-H"'--"y? .. I-_LJL~l jQLJ_L;,.o!.'~ t::l/ __ 



AdvlUloo voting 

CurrMtly in O<IIIen~land , it you CM'! vola at your rteares.\ ~~I19lJOOlt1 on 11", t.la~ 
of a UilIe 91eclion, ~PKiaI a,,~s can be made for you to cast J'6ll' vote. 
s...::~ it by acNance YOIln9 in por"..otI 0( postal W Ino. TIIne opIi(N 1lf1lllVll.oolEl 
in Ol*f semo ~~ - lor e~II.-npIot, ~ you: wit be intemate on pcliftg day. 
flavlll1 diu.biffy; Of cal' VIM on lII al d~ ~ of r~igious belilllfll. For furtlwr 
infoonlltion, _ ~au. 

00;' - ~"'""iii*j'_ ,', _ '" woo/d,vrJte·ifJoo. _,~, " ,si iJiY tMnc in 

4 =r:!~i~~,,:~~~~!:i~~~?~;:.8IIY 'MJrici~ 

11'1111. UI(, pastal vc1U\g is aveoleblo \Cl any MgibIe votet 0/\ ,eql>P.~'- "per.<On mll~ 
':!pp1y tor po3W lIOIin" loo' a pamwiN l'ILocIioo, lor .!I C<!t1l1in ptri«I aline OX" /of ... , 
haUl. oloeJ;ons. 

To lacil'lalil \IOI;I\Q, !he I:tUo goYe!1"rTNlflt cou~ ~o \tI O d~y at 11 GUla aloGtiQn 
• public hOliday cr oohedU!o an elOdiOn for 11 My other ItItlrI .. S3turdllY. 

In !utllfll, ileleclmn'c volir,g w"r.1O be introd~, f<)r .~arT1~, it I\~ not W 
neotM3fy 10 have all 'v*lioll d"y, w~h all votllS ca&.t 0t'I tII(; sam~ day. Votlr19 
CIluld l;ik" plOCliI, 10r i1~amplo, ov.;r an '~oolion week", 

" J<!<i;> , lxaAu 'i:c. tO Lli'mi, }h,4 (;" 
, ,:., I J ,.. I)cJh-' t.xr;Ct{i,~ . 

..-:~e. C"";L_c...a:.c\ ~h:o:"> 

Close 011'011 .. 

Cur(lWIlly. a~r a stat911100t1o~ Is callod. pOOplo hQvo betWeen \i DfI<I , days to 
'IIQil1lGt 10 vote. 

j) Doj04~.~~.«xJId~~~.1t~.was.pO~ 
~ fOM'JIdSf{Of:1lJ~c.nM: '." '" • 

NcwldftU 
FlIio. t.., iJI;J 2004111daraJ BIecI1Ol\, tile Spe0i31 MlnistOf et StClte, Erie Abctz 
PIOPO&ed that: 

the .1ee1or~ 1 rnl be dosad to new Yolv's on lhe ~y Ih" <il!ij<.1101, ..... its would IN 
iII."".<9(I (usually'w day Lt", """-11orl1s annollr\ClKl); an(l 

peoj)Ie wlthing to cl'lMge !heir enrOlment d<!IlIils be Qiven th' " MI"\ 10 do so. 

Thi$ PlQPO!:al da not proccOO OS It Worl not supported by tM non~nt 

""". 
" --1L --,C.:IJi,-::.c,f')l;.+-t 

J 



Fi)(ed el«;tion day 

~ Q~iII'1ili.nd, INIrr. Is fIQ flJ:id eli(:t~ <!ay t", ~taI." 1I!oc:tialS. 

A 1~i1d .. 19(;100 day cwo .Iow ImJXQllw ",ivies ooLJCation CO\.l'~M. moeko$le<::\IcM 
ar.d O\MI ~tmtoglOS oncournglflg young people's (lIlga~t with lIIocliulli \0 bti 
pltmlled tn !\d.!mlCfl (Ma Mllnt !). f or IIxamp!e, 11 liKed election (j11~ WOuld al~w 
eim educalors 10 plan and condlJCt fheir courses in p"ra~ with tI~ eleetiol'l 
c~paigl. 

~ Do you IlInk irr¥xww::l cMcs ~ is.''. J'(Offllwfli>> r.n.son Ior~t 
(fA 1O~.t c/l3ngc to fWxI I3nn efectIons? 

New~U 

In 0I»IIndand, eI9cIIont IOf an ~ 1Vo"VlfllOOfll ;OUU""~$ <Ire 9eM1a lly held 
t'IIcry toUl YD~ on trIO !4~ t $;l1urd;ay In Marell. 

\;< 10:',. 

New voling s'f'Ilem 

In QUMflsLmd. a S ~$t."" oi ~tion"'l prem"nti~1 vo ..... g .... l!Vld. A t"ct .. "le':: ct;c) .. ; 

'OP'V ;,; :ty~ l ~l~'~ fa:", ....... w ........ ·9 Id .<!<N-ilu. 

Oo.YOO ihiflk Jol'UI'9 pecpIe I'IIQ<.J/d be-1DOI8:-~ f\1 ....... " HIM ~ sr.;ttm 
Il'Ol5" dlat>gfld.60 /lIaf caridid¥l(/l'>' ~ on M a l 6sues "'-p.«/tIcu&r inJ~ 
/()o. ~ piJopltJ 1t'Of&. /nWe 1IIwIY-)o' !JI1f tiItIcaKI' aOO ~.? a l"CIob! /11 
ptltJi3mem'l • . . ".- " - -

Appendix D oonl;"$ a fGI'ISO<l var&ion 01 a Pil~ pr~Pi'..,j I~ an Inq.Jry, Hand.~ 
Q'1 ParlirJmcnr, by [no Logal Dond Constitutional Comrnltloo of the pruv\.Jus 
Parl~mMt It prov,du infe rmlllion about our votll'lll system (lnd w3.!Ili M might tig 
d1anged to prCNide more divers ity in clW1dictat .. " wlm miOht tie elected. 

As il Q UIIgm,land, I~ YQ11rl~ systllm n the UK m"l<w ~ il Wly d,tfictJ~ lor 
C.:Imidatcs from minor l)3rtjoo to gel electoo. 111 Ma.,. 2005, SI.XmI 500,000 iChool 
3tOOMtS in I~ UK vo«ed in 8 1T\OCl!; electlOO to oon:;:i::lo wim 11"108 gGMlat QIQo;:\iQm; . 

Th~!otUden~ Y(I\ed for the lie_I f."IIlfioot"". The ,~u!1s s~owe i;l ll\D( 1110 
.s<...:Wn15 .. _ attr.cW<;l to ~ ..... i<:h (an c.mdidM~ nn r.f!r\a,n lMUes: /tH" 
9II3lI1PkI, IItlD9n1$ wno telt oauiona!9 iIbout "" I! 'N~OIl/llant ¥Oted for Ine 0 ,...,.." 
Party. Dc.spote IaIbng 10 rIIl'.() :I SITl~ can(l(:l3fe tell.lrMCl .., ~ l:eneoal ll!l.dioflS, 
"'" G......,. PNty .4fIr;U/f!d ,,:"; ou1 01 a JlM'iblll 349 ~\S II"Iltto rnooj( CIe<:(jO.~. 

Pr<J porlionaJ fG~ r_n\lI llolI VOIing, ..tli;h IS usW tor SWllIte eIec1ion~ In "1J~tralla , 
providl.'tl '¥C(ltor opoonv"ky fOI m~Df paTliell to win ~Qill~ . 

"" 'V~ . . y~. ,-"' , 

, 



Voting "ge 

In Austr;J.lia, y<JU mu,,! bYte YUa!~ ojd to vota. The minimum voting age In othior 
countries ,anO()$ from IS to 21, 

The minimum ages sot bythc low for other activities are liated in appendix B. 

5)~,1II0'~,'iio:a:bQ.,1OWe00iJ1O:'i 1ar}~fjiahi?,,,~ lirwnr:POf?ff #16 
1ft VotinO ~ iS~ sIJOOllf¥o6ng aiti)8 ~,~:~'CdirI{.iJ'fiitjrj'? 

New ideas 

In April 2004, fallowiog a project "" the age 01 electoral majority, the United 
Kingdom Electoral Coolmission re.;:omrTWrldiKt lhallhlii! rniniln t.I11 ;age lor 311 Iev~!5 
of voting in.,.wl>:: .. Ioctions in full UK romai'1 at 18 yQars far t/1e timr;o being. Tn .. 
UK Elactoral Comml6iion atMsod. h(Wl(lvcr, that ~ eXPOOted to undortake a 
lurthcr tormal review Cl the minimlJlll voting age within 11 further!Ne to se~en 
ye!ll"9. 1111rtCOl1raged the gnvemmeot to consider initiating a w'der ''''"''w of the 
ag" 01 mlljortty. 

In 2000, a rapon on changing SOCial a.rn:IlO<;Jol inllTlOwOrj(S for'{Oung AUSlfalians 
found that, dOGpite some IIltere31 in getting more ilwol~ed in their community and 
in government decision-rM.king proce.~se~. young people were quite reluctant to 
d"im the rio;)tlt "od ,espoosibilfty 01 having the vote "ounget than at age f8. The 
major~y (74%) 01 young poopl<;l involvad in th<;l r<;looar<:h &<lId ij',ilt tIlElY we.", not 
t .. ildy or Intomstoclln gatling IWoIvod in formal polilfool prOCCllces such as VOIII'{! 
IxlfolC they were 18. Thei( parents agreed, Witllll mlljoriiy (S1 %) suggesting thQt 
)'Il1.llY,l people lI,e nol malure Mougll and no! irltare~!ed in voting bP.!o,"" they 1If~ 
18, and Illa! )IOlJfIg people undar 1 e h~vv ,,::-,;,r ,"''''su,,,,, to ax.front ood cool......:! 
v.i!h (5eEl Carso~, FiI.lgGrald and RooM). 

Gompulsof")' votinll WII5 introoL1Ced in Qlll!en.l"nd in 1914 and by the 
CommooweaHh in 1924. RMMrcll by Mi"'er [published in Civic Liternr.y: Ilnw 
Informed Citirens Mak<l Demc.::racy Worl:, Univ~,sity Press ul N .. w Engliifld, 
H"'lOver, 20(2) ildicalos tI1at the aNact 01 introduclnQ' compulsory voling in 
Australia was to bring :!beut a. 23"/" overa.1I increase in votng. 

~ . 'le,,?; ,\'omR 11. ,,'C01 co ~\ •.. 

s:~o,"\ 'O'e. l':r",;;ttk~,)d~_ 
~f-01C\ 043¥ie (, '("-\n \);:-w 

,) 

Educ~t;on in ,.chools 

In Qu .. ~Ia"d ~'{.tK>Cls, toor<;l is no GUbjocl caJlw 'civics education· or 'citizenship 
9ducSllon'. Primary and s()condmy mudents leem about democrncy, il"lGIL'dinQ 
p<\lliament, govemm",nl and "'1!:Clion~. in a nc.rmoor 0/ difl"",nt ~ubiECt~_ Studeni3 
Ills" "~f"'riel"'l(O~ democracy at school, rOt exanlp~ through ,,;..ctions for school 
council nWClloors andJor schoolliadIKs. 

Educatkm ~boul d", rnocracy 
AddW"nal ood uo; ~jj\Jn~1 uppmtU1litil/s rl/II/Vilnl to oom()<;raoy illClud9: 



visits 10 the Qu~ensland Parljamenl, or to .. regiona.l sitting of 1t~ QUeerl'Sf;md 
Parii«m'lnl, arJd educational ~tivfti6s provi::!1id by Parliamwntary Euu:;~tiorJ 
S(lMces;and 

"llJCloral edocation activities condIJcted by the AlJSt, .. lian Elecloral Commi~sion, 
~1.K:h as school visrts, 

For students 

iB=~W::O~~r:;h~'~ ,t!njJr:w~tm JOO' ~mt abOut or 
WI,~: more' Co<.i!d ~firjq/., cirl ,10 fincOJ.Jr~q9 you .:to ,value ,~ <lIId 
~ro YO/JSO rl:!irt,YOuartJ;JiIic6 Jri/'orrtJcit::indcoiitlddl1t,8bof)j lJngaging in 
oomdctilcy? 

Fort ... chers 

,. How~ r~CfiooIi.i" "h~t3i:f~HOii:'Md"~~ 
J:l HoW':(;oo/flf:JrkrJ,Iri-/;...= Pn!PiiWlo (lng~-ir.,l::i6ira,,;y? -, _ ' 

New id9!O£ 

In rrevioLr.< i"'1uiri~s, th" L9gai and ConsmHtiooill CommrtWl and thp. Legal and 
CortstitlltiQnal Commin"es 01 lhe 49UI aCId 500i Parliaments have mad~ 
re<.:ommwndations about civics ooucatk>n in OuBwnsla.nd. Similar 
recommcndatooll have boon madc by many other Australian bodes In r9CGnt 
years. A ist of some (lllhese reoomrnenda.tions i3 ~et out j() apprndix C, 

rh Con __ >tlutiOllal C..,ntre 01 Western Austra~a was Bstabli5hed to eocoorag9 
piqll", 01 .. ~ agQS 10 klarn abOUllhQ W!ls\am Australian political ~\'St .. m and how 
t(l ootivoly pa.rticipale i1 it. It 011'0/0 di~pJa\'S on tho Gon5litution and aspects of 
cit,zensh., IInd poIilical hi~\Ory. Th~ Elector~1 Educlllion Centr~ is [ooo:ed wi1hio 
the Mme complex. and provides interactive programs /llowirlg peoplf! la c~~I a 
\101"" di!>Cowr Ih~ origins 01 oomucntey .. no und9rstand huw 111", \IOting system 
works (soo l'I\IiYI'~erura, l'!'.a.go",-a_LJ!!~~,hlm). f>rograms, pra~\/nt .. d in I'I'a'l" 
wtich 000(1(10 young people, are also cond\J(lted lor 8chDOl &udcmS vishing !~e 
Gentre. Teach~r feMUTee k~3 complement ~ach prOilfll.m. Hesource boxes on 
variocm "'rW~ M~ available to schools in .-..mole II.-..M_ In aridilian. the 
COl&tilutionat O1ntr", has dewl~ an 'Ou[ ROIocl1 Program' which in>;ONBs a 
"",[work 01 local P\lop/l;l in rlJ"al arod ramOl1l ...... as 01 W .. st .. rn AuslrilHa VrovK.J illl/ 
programs to SludCnts i1 thosa armIS. Some programs arc 6peoiflc 10 loolgenous 
eommurlilies. 

A Civics aoo C~jzansl1ip Educatio() w~sil¥ (which ino;:orpo<a\es 11 previnus 
·o;.cove,ing o..mocrOlcY W .. biiiIQ) is """",,_civics~ndcitizensIJiu.eJu.~u, 

'Kid8 Voting USA' i3 a national oon-Pfof~. non-partisan organi~a!ian thaltcaohOS 
stl.dents "hoot r.itiT""-~ r.ip, r.ivir. r""f>On~ihil~y, rlem oclacy and political 
particjpat~n_ T Oi)<i'llwr I'I'~h c(a.'sroom activiti .. s, stud"nts <If" provided wi~h an 
op~nunitvw cast a 'Kids Votlrlg' ballot an gillCtion d~y, ar><.l (hgy vet .. 00 lhe 
samo car><.lidntes and iosues as adults, In 2004, 1.5 mi l ion stOOCn1S tllned out to 
vot@ tor presi::!enti.!ll, local ~nd _, latl! (Jlndidll.te:!L Area3 wilh a Kids Voti.,~ USA 
plcgram have shcw~d il II'Otin ll rate 10/ registered 1 B yBRr okl5 which i~ t 4'lcO 
higl .. r than for non'partk:ipatirlQ amas. S99 \VW\'!' ,~id¥vot;"gU~iI,OfW. 

AS part of the Kids Voting USA ~ervice, 'DollbleCIIC); Oemocrocy' ($1.11.1 
'UW{I kkj5wolin Ql15~ ·<>ro!Qnl !hIeClickjjnt.o~ , o) w~~ rIooVflinr<'ld 10 allow Mud~ nt~ to 
part>::'';pa!rt ;11 .... : ilu[h~"IIt; wlillg ""iJ",'i"I"'\1 '" il'1 \1 a wo<b·bas~d lIOI,ing system 
Th{> ()!1~r)Q balkJ1S rep!lcare the candidates and iSSU9S adults WIg io', and plwi::!e 



~t\Jd9nts w~h practice ba.lIots which rnwe link:,; to candidate biographies a.nd other 
(e~ourcll$. About 35,1JO{] sludlln!s p~rticipa!ed dUring!he 2004 pre:lidenhal 
e!ec!kv1s. 

'Toons N2 PoIItic:J' is a US'basad wabsite wIli<lh offers young people an 
cpporlooily to parlicipate in di.scMSioo fonms OIl topics such a., the economy, 
loreign poIiI.;y, gem.".;tl poIaical issws, animals aOO lh~ Ii>Ilvironm~nl. Pru~is;ion is; 
also made fofyoung people to oontrtbvte to discussions under the banner 'If 'left 
Wing chill' ~nd 'righ! wing CorMI"'. See WWfI_t!!i!n3n2pQm:;~.cOlTVfp{\jms1. 

Political parties 

The 2004 Young Australian 'If the Year. Hugh Evens, has suggested 1ha! young 
ptlcplll f~ shut OU! of main.~lr"3m p3rfy poli1ic" 

The former Ql.Ieel13l~nd St~te youth Advisoty Council told Ihe comfnlllee that the 
i~sue" arl<i"'5"ed by political parties, parlicularlyat election time,."re domil1."ted by 
Ihu,.", ,,,I,,v,,,,( Iu ut'""" pl'uple ~ntt vu, ayef"!ll"'pulatlurl. 

t-k!~ 

Dr Arilldne Vromen. a loclurs. at the University of Sydney. resellrc~~ )'O-'1l[I 

peupl",;md politics. Sh61 Wf~6IS that, 'rhll orn;I ar"~ 01 p"rti~ip"liulllhat rwmains 
low for yoOOIl peopic, and imlced for most Australians. Is mem~rshlp 01 political 
partie3. Hather !hM labeRing p~rty membefship dOOine ~s apathy, we aughtlo 
~'!t'! how lXIappealing politicat parties haw become_ And it is up to plll1i(>~ to 
involve a nl'W ll"l>oo'ation. ThIG might not be by way oflormal memlJer»h;p; 
Instead. parti()$ miglt consul1 young people on iswQS rclO'.'am to thel' lives' (se(> 
Vromen). 

In 1(," US,,, natiOllwioo study 01 youth ll.ttltOOIlS fo~d that young people w~". 
active III their oamm ooitios but not con<XJrncd about politics. As an outCOl11'l or 
that 3tUdy, 11 strategy adopted 10 re·connect youth to democracy '3 that. during 
""~Ik>n ~ ... mr~ion~, thR ",,,,rl,,, "ftP!" ,.-. 'lh·mno:t.r;>t~rl ~Mrlid~t,.. rt"h<lle, CS"" 
N~liom" Assuci~liun ul S9Cmtaries of St~l"l, 



(~.\~ .. ,,'\ _.' { ~1 ' 

---------~.~ 

Pollll~lans 

Many research studies in Australia and IIlternatiOl1al1y rev&al that yOll~ people ",r" 
cynical about the behal'lour QI potlticians. 

on How l.'a'l.po/iticiahiJ tllOmsolvcs restoro fhe faJrh et YO/,Ing Pf!op/ .. in 
Kt democracy? 

NflW ir\f>;v; 

Dr Ariadne Women says that polit kl iallG 0Il1y consider young poopl9 wIl~~ th"y 
present Il. problem; that young people 100<1 to t>e tall<ed nbout rlllr,cr tMl1 talKed 
with; and th"j young people',!; per~ectjve.<! ~ro!! rarely i1cluded in public oobato. 
Dr Vrcmen Sl.99"St5 that what i~ needed is (f~ e~r.::e of y<>IJng p~le's 

eX"""ienoos and arguments b~saJ Oft sexh ~vi<k!,,,,,, (sw Vrarnen). 

BeingMard 

While you~g people may be tumed off poHtics os K curromly operates, many 
~tLlrlje., ~ rod ."'IVey .• h~Vf! found th~t young p"or'" am v~r~ interested in poilical 
issu.;>s import,ml IQ thi/rn. Tlw cll .. IIi'!1g<i' 10y !1lv~rnments is to engage w~h yOlmg 
pooplG, and rh(l jlr~t thing that young pqopW!Hl.V is that lOOY w~nt to be h .. "rd. 

m HiAV", you lU>ed ;;my of rhlj government opporlunili"" 10 voir: .. your vpit1ions 
'!~ 3bouI issl.iCS"? How effective!WI$!1"? 



New idea .. 

In Western Au~ralla, m& Ci~ and C;WZI;!rwhip Unit in a. Oepartrnflll 01 Pr!HTIior 
I!f1d Cabinet aims kllIf1h;mce deomocracy in that $late through oi'k3 tdtJOatlon 
and tOO promGl1on 01 an ootiVe eitlzenry, Th~ goal •. , tI. community wn.r8111 
Westem "~lrlllilll1t life V/lkJe.d as diz(ms, wh~l! tlwy play a ,;iyoificolnt ",11> in 
seffing poIi:y priorlliei and wh",r", th",y hQlp shape the ~aNrO 01 their co.::lety (sce: 
'~ww,cilizIlf1Kca9¥,Wi,II9l(,i!.ill, 

Or Ariadne Vranen aUO'Jf!$~ that, 'Ycoog ~ I,a~", ;o b,,-'II,(,! l;u>ge oi 
1!COf"IOmi:, soc ia~ and political e'P9fiwlclili:' and !hal we need to 'croSIO nctl£ivc 
kmns..r grmlm;)JICt tr\:ll reoognisc (l1l(I build uPOn dJfIeUM'lt ways 01 ~r»;1'\1I 
canmunI!ies. Tho$c in POWIII neea 10 lsIen 10 ~ people 1fI0I0f . ..... .0:1 yovng 
poople', diver'3II viewsand ~~ need low arlbAale<J in t1 ,qm\!lJ;o' {~ .... 
'hnmen). ~ 

~ ~~~-

• In 2003, Ih¥ Cornmltslon Ior Choki"cn ;wt(I YotIIg People .... IIS inwed '.0 psrtripall! 
in 11 OOrmli'ltee !or !hO dCiVeJotxnent 0111 spatia and reo::rel\lion facility for )'OU:'Ig 
PJOpIc on PIlIm Istand in tlom.~. ~Oxnmi$iion uIWlifllld UIII 
rnportanee Dl ...... COIm'Iitlee asking rJUfI<J p<>!l~...mat rtwywanted, TMB lG&oo 
for the CQmm~5ion ., .. I<~ not iO much 1low do we Iffl'IlIvC cMkJren /tI mo txll/jin{,l 

cf 11';" r"""i.f/y"but rnl~QI' '1Icw do wc {,IOI tl>e faC/lq th .. .:trl_ WIIM 7". 

In 2003, in ParrlVllllltII in S""~y, /I Youth Jury pr..,.""It$d )'()"n\l I!W~11> wil~' 
practiclll opportunl~es 10 tea.m and ~cus~ loo djvlilf"ilI fnllilrfSti end eOneQl'M 01 a 
..,,;ne variety 01 yQI.I~ pwopllil acrois th!l Parramatla Illglon. Pnl'llc.pa~t:; !comed 
aOO<.Jt lllamWQIk, r)~ll!ion sklll~ nOO the po'Wers 01 QOvemmenl. Ti'<$ anllblM 
t~m 10 klmI reali9lic: rcoommondalioM 10 suppo<i fIll! ..... ~ rI IM eGI~tivot 
youth 01 Parramatla. 

The aim 0111'\0 YOU'llI Jury W~$ 10 eMi'" with hridging ,acia' ;nI;oIeranoe and 
~al diverdy ~mI'II'ID young peopllil 01 Parrar ..... l .... 

f"lC tecanmelld.lol:OM d .... Youth Ju'Y Wi'fe aimlild "I ""'Y yovemmo;/Il and 
t:o~ooity orga.'lilaliOllS ut Pillflunatta. 

't _u_~. :.o ~c .. (:()~ 0 
_~X):~~~ .. -'f.bJ. \ 'b - - - --.-----.-

, 
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Taklng aC1lon 

Young people want te be actively involved in democracy. Voting at elections Is DrIly 
one w~y of beill(] invollled in 11 d~mocratic ~ociety. 

l tr:~ of/tre foIlowfflg 1!CfMtIt...i, M~ }'QI.! ~rrlad Du(, Oovooldyw like to carry 

ACllvlty 
Hn,, ®n~ Woul<l ~k" to 

(,r 0' ~l do \,cr:<) 

V<)(untcorrlg g" U 
In.~iat.,.. or participating In a local youlh proj<lct 

~ 
n 

Ini~"tinQ or sigr"ling a petition CJ 
AIt~ndin<J " ,aly or pro,." '" U 

Tfl~inQ P"rI in a ,(rike " 
[0--

B"in~ e member of a ~~~ ~rty :>!l' 0 
eelng. rrwmb9' of a lrada ,-,,:on )II! 0 
s"ing ~ ""'~, of a 5tuo:'Jent un"", a 0 
Hcll1Q ~ momDCr of a non-govcmmcnt 
<lrQiInisaliorJ whid1Idlb;"~ (JOv~mmM\ {~.Q. 111_ IBI: L , 
V/idOm_ Socioty, 1'.rmo<'I'lotoO>atiooal, 

Gr~n;>l!ac'l / COlltact"') a f>Olili<-i .. " or k>cal \/Cv"'r.""n! '" oouOO'IO, 

Particip"ti rIQ ill ~ YouIh P~rtiM'Mt '" 0 
Iloing invot\>(!d in", YoUlh Couno~ '" U 

f~~'9 in""""'u ~, all "'~"'"is~~"" whfch s~~ks lo ii<. n 
'.prOS""1 [tw viow$ 01 young p~~e (O,~, YOU"!1 
)u~tr.i;"'n Rurtll Network) 

Young pe()pI~ say 11,,,,( to W ""yay"d ;[1 d .. rnocr .. cy th~y need things ,,"!Jc/l ~~: 

inform;'ttKln: 

opportunities to ~ctjvfliy p."9"ge;n democracy; 

an;oo;o. ~oolJl what Cdn be ach<INlld rIIa.slicaly; 

t>POOIlS in which to meet and discuss; Md 

occess to the inteerJet, photocopiers, etc. 

What aS5i:stanc:a arfJl"lOO/(r'a{}ement dD jlDu nf1fJd from f)lJIIcmmcrJI 10 rake 
adioll about the issues ywl<1el passion~f8 My)(n 

NIjIW jOg.@. 

Rri'h;, ..... Gjty (',("'neil h ~.~ d<-velnJ'l"rl 'V" tlI .. I",",', a wab~i!e \1Ihich allOwS yo~no 
peopl..l to hav", a s .. y in tilE! eo""cir. program~. The web~te m"t"jn ~ inklrmatiol1 
"boot how youn~ poopi .. ~an hav9 thgir say, "vents fur you"9 ",,"'pie, ~n~s t~ 



resolil'OO$ and (l forum thfough which young people can exPfes5 theu opinions. 
The Counci! ha..~ also provided YOlJl1g: ~pI~ with areas alOund BrisbaM where 
they can come togeili2' to moot 3Ild orgiUlLsil acti'litlall and projllCl& 'J1 ifJI~!esllo 
thwm. Thesa areas are accessible to young people and won resoorccd (sce 
'/{W".lowisib!e-ilK oWl. 

Tha \{lClolian Govemment produclld a hand~ooK 10r j'Ol,Xlg poopll! on how thvy 
can clBat\} change in their oommunity. TM handbook provides SU!ilQCStians on 
how young people can tl<lt aclille on a fl/"ojec1 they feel pas"ionate aboct, and how 
bey can implement tilet Pfoj<.-ct (s,*, www.you!h.vI:.OO.I.aWDd!illTYPS!;ooo;lt.3I4). 

Thll Foondatkm for Young AUGtruJianG is a noo·profit organiGallon acdical()(llo 
~el/ClopinQ innova.1ive initiative31hat support and empower young people aged 12 

j'~'~'~.~T~"~,~c~ru~o~,"~,o~,~~~~;seed-IUnding for idee$, proactively S<!eKS co· t h~lps thil rrocipi\/flcs struct\.iril th .. mselv~s k> 
I Each year, the Foundation manages a ooIrtollo of 

AlleaSI 25% of tollll grant IlJIlding i9 dedicated 10 
beroefit YOllllg Jndigenotls Australiaos (~OO 

\< 

.-.----.... ----

1) What role can noo-QOycmmenr foondatiOllS or communf/Y 6t)jani:wtions play 
If" In getting yOWJ{} ~opIe ~diV8 /liJ(/ ;", ... wed wit/i OOmcl("fllcy? 

N .. wiMM 

Ttlo tncpirc !'-"undati"" (3"" 'NvNf."'"pir".0I"g.~ul i:o. ~ ""lional nM·profit 
found~tioo which aims to create opportun~;"3 fo! yoong Australi<;.ns. rrioctpally 
aged betWWfl 16 ""d 25, tQ help th~"'lves and oth'J(s. The Fuundaiiun 
"cknowiOOQ" & th9t YOiJi'lQ pecplCi war.: to mako;) pOSl\iyc d;rference InthGlr 0'1111 



R'1""" r_ 
..;;-:A~ ,,-" ;l';;'::-;;:Ol'S~~:"'. ,""::'-.,.e' ""'1FIl: :-"~ ~",,-." _""": ~ "!' 

~V03 and in lt1 ~ir comrnl.mitie!" YOIJl'lS peopfe a", ilCt",e!y 'nVQIvoo' in t~ 
devlllopment and cerl'W'fY ~l:d \h ill FOUl1di1.\kln'S initiatives. 01\Cl tnktatlve, 
'k:INow', is 11 _b-ba&\Jd service Tnnt wil ~Iol'ldo yooog peo~ with II'llorrr.alKlrI 
al\(l WIl POtI on how they can tleCOi'M i'l1IIl1Vtld ... i'\$ ....... ~ or t:aI'S& in tMir 
«mfllUMy tNIl tooy 1I1'l1 pusiMale about 

VbeW.e You'" SGrvIoo6Is a voIunlCOf-bas«l, non-\JroIityolJll'l medllllll'ld tmimng 
organl$allon v.1'!ien proWjes ~ul'Ig people ~ ~ 1t: ... d :)O wilIl1'tl on line 
ro,un Inrough IVhii:tl "'''Y CI\I'I flCCe5S inform ... l ..... 011 " range of ~, I''' ' l.i<.<pal .. 
in rlisounions with olt1ilr )Wuy ~iII and become (waived in ItIlI Bxc'lange of 
fnIonll~ liQn with other young POOPiC (000 II"o\W,Yibo\'jj ro 0Il1l. Recent initiatives 
inclUde '&leetionTracko~ (ooe 'UWN clee!iontrac~er oe1It!D...+1i::h sem y<>l.<1(l 
DCOpI(! OIJt on l he camp"'",n trl\ll,,~ ...,porters in the 2004 Fed&r411 Ol'IectiorL Th"s~ 
re~ W4Im .. ilAAd by SIX radio slatiom, SBS ... oU ABC nitWli. 

Tt. US Ad Gourd is a IlM-pro/it Of!la~lion wtlK:h PfOClUCC:l. dmribuIes and 
p,omeltGC puDlic SCMeo ~ on 11 ranQll of mUM. A r&e&lll e&rnpaig!l . 
'FIQIIl Nannequi!1lSm', IoI:t&ed on m(lfO\'in!) you\tl civic ef'Ig~~t 3<1d1lOler 
Pfl'1icip~ion_ It "'WINed IeleoMion and ,oldo ads aimlKt I t {I",lwl{l I"'UIlY ",,~Ie 
ir",,,!vtod in 'ssoos they <;;0,,, .. !.>w!, voh,llIt~ and voting (," 
)!!IW,i'gl • .'narYloouJn Ollm WC), 

'Rock !he Voto' r.; a non-prOTi! OIQftn,ul ian which aim~ 10""11"0" Y"''"~ rK>pl e in 
ttlt pO!I!lC8l proce~ in the Unit/ld SUlIe$ and d"aw attoolion \() Jssuas ol con clilfn 
10 10"'10 I"""OP""', It C<oldMle$ "01 .. , rV<ji.trlltion driws and lid lX:lItioll IiItIons 1Q 

eru,u fe )10""'9 poiqlle \I~1I'fCIse their rIgnI to vote. YOI.IIh (;IJRVle 1$ 1'I:lIru..licd in tho 
""emollon cllls cam~,Ign$, "f\M\I 01 YAlich '{la!U'e high pr<.flle (:01&br~~9 Inc:.lu!flrlll 
mwiQlant:. rolOr:).. ~"''>\eS lJ oO eome<iM!l.. In I>e 2004 I!~. 1.' mi50n 
people '(IC)~ .... <t.I .... ""'9" 011"" OfOMisa tion's ""Iin" ~f fwgijtr.ll jg(. Idly, " ,d iI 
furthe, ?OO,OOO regisW<o.Jd U iiip;I,t ut tIw floc\<. tho;i Vote Sus TOIJ/ acrou; 1110 
co mity (~ .... WWW,f0c!®9yrA9corn), 



="""''''='''~='~~~_'~~W"_~"'~'~'''' ·"".·3;-,,(":"".' I ' ; " .,-'.",,',,--,-'- -. "--", .. ~,,,'--"' ... ~ " .. ,,'~ • .><' , .. ,.~., '. ,~' .. -, .' .... " 

.;v:d~li~s: {or f"..<.('!f<£vcg {.I S:l-(;'~A~s:s:iDVo 

Thme i~ no ~et form for asLbmission to the committee. Submi~sions may bI! made ~in9 
too hq\Jlry reiOpor1iO .. form Of in !ha form of alatl<ir, a substantial pap\lr or d ~hort 
dooumcnt and they may iflclude appendices. Sullmissicr1s may oontain t3cts, opini<H!S, 
IIrgtrne!1k and rl!lC<YT1mMdations for ""lOcH!. The mo.st u!<eful suhmi.~~ioM Ilre \0 the 
point 

The C<XTlmittee would prefer wrilti'Il submissions, but will also ~epl sutm;ssioos on 
audio tapg. For writt8n iubm""lonli, typ9d or prinlOO taid ~ prilf8rab16, though legil~ 
Mnd"wr~cn sllbmlssiolls arc aooeplablc. NvrnOOlaj pll\lcs and. fOI submis~lons In 
SXGeSS of 20 pages, a Mel ~ummllry and a lable d: eonlenis is also halptul. 

All SUbmissions must incllJde!ha Il8II1l1aOO coi1lllct deta~! of the perscn makinQ thc 
SUbrni$5In<1. Those making 11 sl1bmiMoion on beh~H of an organ~atinn shruld indicate lit 
wt, .. t 1e ..... 1 the suUlllis.ion has tx.en authorised ("9 su~"fttee, president, chair, etc.). 

PLJblk: officers may make submissions as p<ivate individuals. However, ~ r""fe,ellCll is 
made if!" SUbmiS510rJ to their official position, ~ shrnAd al50 L>e mad .. d~ilr that the 
-Ilubmtllsi<ln 1& made in a private capacity. Submissions from govemment dGl)«rtrmml$ 
(;/lou d be auttlori$ed ,n accorda.nce wrth norma.l departmental procoduro. 

Content .<'Id relevllllce 

A l\utlmiMi<ln may cower wme or al 01 the is~LJeS raised in the .e.span .• e lerm. It would be 
helplul ~ ~ubmlssions c~arly slat..d which issu~s .. re b<Oi<19 addressed 

The committee's usual procedure is to publ i:; 1y release and taO'e SUDn1iS~io.1S :n Ihe 
Lwgislative AssQffibly. Not all ~ubmissk>ns wW nElC .. s~rHy be pt.I\)jjsh~d arld/o' lab~. The 
committee rcsorvcs thc right to nct pwWsh or tablo confidential subrnieslons, or 
submissions lItLich are irrelev.II.nt. oonlain scurrilous or defllm .. tory mllterial, or are 
othe""",;" not sLJitable fo.- publishl-lg. ThI\ committee will inform you if it de<;ides not 10 
acc'>pt, 0.- [lut to auUlOri>;a the put>lit;aHon 01, your .ulJmis~ioll. 

Conlldentlallty 
Th .. commrttee attempts to COnduct its inqulrieS in the most open way possltJla. HOWllVOlr, 
~ yoo believe !/)at your submiSSion (or part ot ~) shOuld not be made pubic, cloMy write 
'contdentilll' on p.llch [lII(l" IInd, in ~ brief r.avering Ie~er. explain wh~ your submiSSion 
shou'd be treated corrtidentia~y. The commitlee will then coosider yo...- r"'1Ue~t far 
cunfidw I ,\i aliII'. 

Unauthorised Release 

Onoe the commiMC rcccives a oubmission, it tlccomcs oommittco property all(! &hould 
not !la publ~hed without rhO! "ommiltee' ~ lIu!horisation. I'ublicatio~ at a submission 
wfth<:>.rt the committee's authorisation means that tnat publication ,5 not prolectP.rl hy 
par~a.-n""'lary privileg\l and may amount to a contllmpt al Parliament. 

All '"'"""",0","",,, 
The Research Director 

lCQal, Constit<JttOnal and Administrative Review Comm ttee 

Pal1iomcm House. Georoe Street 

8RIS311NE OLD 4CQO 



" 

Subml~sions clo~e on Wedne3dll.~, 3D November 2005 
I::xten~ion!' btMP. c!o.o;ing date m~y be given, If you ;JeM more t ime ta make a 
submis,;;OIl, 0<" if you r<!quire /unh .. , informali,,,,,, ~o"lad (ha committee'ii secretariat on: 

Telephone: (07) 3406 7307 
I'"ax: (On 3406 7070 
Emoj: barc@pM;ament.oldcoyay 

Copies of tIlis pap .. r ar Id all o(h", pub!r"atiun~ by th .. Leyal and Constitulion~1 Committee 
an;I ilv~ililtllll O~ Ihg Intemstllia the committee's home paQe at 
www.par~Qmcn1.o!d.OQy.QuIc9mmittoes!leaalre~.htm 

Address: 

COntoot (0,\1. 




