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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEQPLE
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND
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Youy Voied

The aim of this inguiry |8 1o make prastical recommendations to
increass lhe intarest and partlcipation of young poople in domosragy in
Queensland,

The committse wants ta hear fram young people, in particular, about:
& whal is neaded In Queensiand:
B what will wark;
B what won't; and

% what you want ta do or experience.

We would also like tu hear from all peopia in Quesnsland who kave an
interast in young pocple, 0w youny people engaging in democracy.

To help you 19 think about, discuss and raspond to matters relevant o
the inquiry, wo have sel out below some:

34 igsues; and

A
e

examples of strategies suggested or ried alsawhere.
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votlng Sustern and Electoval Coramilocion @ugemelind
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Eduzatianfinformation _

itis the job of the Electoral Commission Cuesnsland [ECO} te ansure that peaople
enral and vote af elections. To do this, the ECO uses education and awareness
progiams {e.g. posicards, pogters and schogl visits).
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New deas

»  In 2003, Elgctions Canada pantnared with Cable in the Classroom to gevalop a
naw voier education program for students, in¢luding a contest ¢hatlenging pecple
aged 16 10 18 1o create 30-sacond public service annauncaments o video talling
their peara why the democratic process and voting are impartant.

r The United Kingdom Electoral Commission’s *Da Politics' aims o get young
peopio involved In democracy. It may e aseessed at www. dopalilics co.uk. Do
Politics” conducts workahops and events, and provides reaources and training
acroas the UK for young people,

v In Australia, the Yeulh Electoral Study (YES) found that some incentives would
attract a first vote. Young people said a tax break er the usce of premotienal reck
coneerts would be g most effective incantvss, but thare was also some suppor
far the notion that incantives should not be neaded as voting is a respc-nmb[llty
that comes with citizenship,
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Yater registration
In Australia, each person must complete an enrclment form to registar to vote,

How could fhe FLO make # easier fuor young peapi& k- enrof and bacome
rétjistared fo vole?

Mew idaas

v Insnme countries, registration is dong by Lhe government so tha! people are
automativally regiztersd whan they reach voting age. An Internationsd repon by
tha [nstitute for Demecracy and Electoral Assistance, Youth Voler Participation,
sugdests avtamatic registratinn by the government rather than it haing a duty of
ezch persan o enrol,

+  Olher countries enabic pooplo to register at a polling statmn an clegtion day., of
on-ling.

v o Canacta, Ebections Caneda idenililies people whu have lumied 18 Grough
miurmalion provicao by, 1or exampie, 1he tax afice and maior vohicle reqisters,
The Chisf Elecrorat Officer writes 10 these peoole to ask tham to contemn that thay

- are eligibie to vote and consent to being inclhuded in the natinnal register,
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Folllng sratlons
In Queensland, polling stations are ustially located in schools or halls and are epen
betwean Sam and Gpm,

E How could iha ECQ make it 2asfer for young poonie to bast thelr vote?

Hew ideas

v Inracent Caenadian electiens, Elactions Canada trodused more polig In Izeations
t which young people have easy aceess, such as near stugdent residenees and
uriversity neighbourhoods.

* inCanada, polling stations arg open for 12 houre.

»  Delegations from the Australian Slectoral Commission and the Victarian Electora!
Commission eogerved elgctronic vofing processes 8l elections in the LIS, LI
and Ireland betwaen 2000 and P02, The delegations considered the diferent
optivins har are available, their advantages and disadvantages and how sach
eplion would suit Austratia's voting systems. The dalegations recommended &-
veling be made available 10 cerain ¢lassos of voters ingluding voters in Antarcticd,
vaters in remote locations, volers with a disabilly and overseas voters [see
whwe A gov.aw contentfwhathvating/electionic repariindex btm a04d
ww. aec. oov.awd confenbiwhativolting/E-voting  report.pd?.

v Arecent ropod of the Vietorian Serutiny of Acts and Regutations Commitiee,
Victerian Electromic Uemocracy, considerad electionic voling. It recommended
that Victorian electians should not be conducted remotely vis informatian and
communications technologies in the near luture, but identfied the following key
advantages of remola voting systemaes:

~ easy access jor fravellers and disabled peuple;

providing an interface for other tachnologies such as screen readers, Draille
computers, magnifiers or alternative data entry systems;

- allowing for the easy and cheap dislribulion of baliol papers in diffeent
Bnyudges;

k

- mstanianeous processing; anc
- aflowing volers {0 aceess a wide range of glher information while considering
and casting thalr vote,
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Advanoe voling

Currantly in Quaensland, if you can't vote at your neasest polling booth on the day
of a state eleclion, special arrangemenis can be mads for you to cast your votz,
such as by advance voling in person or postal voting. Theae oplions are available
in only some circumsiancas - for example, if you: will be interstate on polling day.
hava a disability; ar can't vote on thal day becauss of raligious beliefs. For further
information, see www.2cg.qld qov.au.

Dolyou think morg young people mu!dwre#meyvqmd,ﬂaséat any time in
E tio wagk Joading 1 l;_ an ﬂ,'admn-imm m‘bﬂ‘

S 10 d0 50%.;

Mew kians

+  Inthe UK, pastal voling is available 1o any akgible voter on request. A persen may
apply for postal vating far a particular alection, for 2 certain period of time or for all
future aleckons,

v To facildate voling, the state government could daclare the day of a stats siection
a public holiday or schedule an election for & day other than a Salurday.

¥ Intfuture, if eleciron’c voting were to be introduced, for example, it need not be
necessary to have an ‘efeclion day’, with all votes cast on the sama day. voiing
could tuke place, for example, ovar an 'sledlion wock’,
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Close of rolls
Currenlly, atier a state sletion 15 ¢alled, people have betwean b and 7 days 1o
register 10 vole.

mmmmmmmwwmmmw
g to enrol affor an election.is cafled? e

Neow idegs
»  Prior lo the 2004 federal slection, the Special Minister of State, Erie Abctz
proposed that:

b the electoral rol! be closed to new volers on the day the eeclion wrils would  be
issuad (usually the day lhe election is announced), and

»  paople wishing 1 change their enroiment details be given thrae dayzlodo  so.

This proposal did not procead as it was not sugporied by the non-government
panics.
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Fixed election day
In Queensiand, there is no fixed election day for slate elections.

A fixed slection day could allow improved civies education courses, mock-elections
and othor strategies oncouraging young people's engagament with elaclivns 1o be
plannad in advance {sae Milnar). For example, & tixed election day would aliow
civics educalors to plan and conduct their courses in parallel with an election
campaign.

? Da yiu ihink improved civics education is 3. mrﬂmﬁ:‘.‘a reasan for government
4 to considera ehange to fixed term efections?  ©

Newideas
*  In Queznsizand, elections for all local govemment aulhwrilies are generally held
cvery fowr yoars on the last Saturday in March.

I
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Newr vaoting system

in Queensiand, a system of optinnal preferential voling is used, A fact sheot sbou
PV by gyailabile remn wvw.eeygld.nov.au.

g Dg you think young people would be more fikely #o.vota i the voling system

was changed so Ihat candidales running on cedain issues of panicular interest
M-Mpﬁnphmmeﬂwﬂfmmmmﬂawamh
periament?

New idzas

+  Appendix D oontaing a reviged verelon ot 2 papar prepared for an inguiry, Hands
an Farfiamear, by the Legal and Constitutionaf Commitiee of the previous
Parfizment. I provides infarmation about our voting svstem and ways it might ba
changed 1o pravide more diversity in candidates who might be glected.

v As in Queensland, the voting system in the UK mukes il very dificult for
candidates from minor partios to gel electad. In May 2005, some 500,000 school
students in the UK voted in 8 mock election Lo coincide with the general alactions.
The studenis voted for the actual candidates. The resulla showed that the
studenls were altracted lo padiss which ran candidales nn cerlain isaues; tot
exampla, students who felt passionate about the environment voted for the Green
Party. Desprte 1ailing 10 have a single candidate returnad in the general elections,
the Grean Party sacured 45 out of a possible 3459 seals in the mock clection.

+  Proportional representation voting, which is used lor Senate elections in Australia,
provides greater opporiunity for minar panies to win seals,
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Yoling age
In Australia, you must be 18 vears old o vots, The minimum voting age in other
countries ranges from 15 t0 21,

Tha minimuin ages sct by the law for other activilies are listad in appandix B,

ﬂ Should shis volirg Aac B fowersdd 1097 or T8 ysans 2, Wiy, or by 7oF? £ 4hé
mﬂngagei%hw}ad,shoukfmgafﬁmhwemd&gebamw_ 2

MNew idaas

v In April 2004, fallowing 2 praject on the age of slectoral majority, the United
Kingdom Electoral Commission recommendad thal the minimum age for all levels
of voting in public elections in the UK romain at 18 years far the time being. The
UK Elegtoral Commigsion adviscd, howewer, that it expected to underake a
further formal review of the minimum voling age within a further five to seven
yeara. [ encauraged the government to consider initiating a widar review of the

age ol majority.

*  In 2000, a report on changing sosial and fegal frameworks for young Australians
feund that, despite some interest in gatting mere invalved in their community and
in govemmeni decision-making processas, young peopie were quite ratuctant to
claim the right and responsibility of having the vote younger than al age 18. The
majority (74%) of young peaple involved in the research ezid thal they were not
ready or interastad In gening invoived in farmal political procosses such as voting
bofors they werg 18, Thar parents agreed, with a majority {B1%) suggesting that
young people are rot mature engugh and not intsrestad in voling betore they ars
18, and that young peopie undar 18 have vihar pressure to confront and contend
with (ses Carson, Filzgorald and Roche).

» Computsery voting was intrdduced in Ouaensland in 1914 and by the
Commonwealth in 1924, Raesearch by Milner [published in Givie {ftercy: How
Informed Citizens Make Demacracy Work, University Press of New England,
Hanowver, 2002) indicates that tha offect of introducing compulsory voiing in
Alstralla was 1o bring about a 23% overall inereases in voling.
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Education in schools

In Queenstand schogls, there is no subject called ‘civics education or 'citizenship
sducgtion’. Primary and sccondary students leam about demosracy, including
pariament govemment! and electians, in a number of different subjects. Studenis
alsn experiencs democracy at school, for example through elections for schaool
counc} members andlor schagd lezders.

Education akout demacracy
Additional educatiunal upportunitias relovant 1o damocracy include:
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visils fo the Queensland Parliament, or to a regional sitting of the Gusensiand
Farfiarnent, and sducational activities provided by Parliamentary Educzbion
Services: and

elaclaral education activities conducted by the Austrafian Etectoral Commission,
such as school visits,

For siudents

What worked well and whal - did you en,.vc:}y Wf‘]&"l‘ you Jeamt about or
a:q:anemed oﬂamoc:racy i yourschaol?

What moré could schiogls do 1o encaura_q& you ta vau‘u&- damm'acjr and
prapam you 5o rhaf you ar ,Mﬂf mrannecf am:f conﬂdanz abam anqagmg i

G2moctacy?

Forteachers

A

How does yourschool agproach Sivics education and rirgtfics demacrar}/?
Fow'Gould steidenis be beffer propared to By dga indemocmicy?

Mew idozg

3

In previaus ingquiries, the Legal and Constitutional Committee and the Legal and
Cangtitutional Cernmitless of the 401 and 50th Parkameanis have mads
recommendations about civics education in Queensland. Similar
rescommendations hayve boen made by many other Austratian badies n ragent
years, A list of some of these recommendations 13 gt out in apeendix C,

Tre Constiutional Centre of Westerny Australia was established to encourage
pecpla ol al ages 1o laarmn about the Wastem Australian political system and how
to activoly participdle in it It offars displays on the Consttution and aspecls of
citzenahip and polifical hislory. The Electoaral Education Cantre is [oeaked within
the same comiplex, and provides interactive programs allowing pecple in cast &
vate, discover lhe origing of demucracy and snderstand how the voling system
WOTKS (808 Www.Coentra. wa.gov.awindsy. tm). Frograms, presentad in ways
wrich engage voung peopls, are als¢ condueted tor schogl students visiting the
Gentre. Teacher resource kits complement each program. Hesaurce boxes on
various tapies are available to schools in remote areas. In addition, the
Censtilutivnal Centre has developed an ‘Oul Reach Program’ which involves a
nelwork of local peapla in rural and remets areas of Wastarn Australia providing
programs to siwcents inthosc areas. Some programs are epecific to Indigenous

camrmunities.

A Civics and Cltizanshig Education website (which incorporates a previous
‘Discovering Democracy’ wabsite} is www.civicsandetizenshiv.edu.au,

Kidy Voting JEA' i3 a national non-profit, non-partizan grganisatian that tcachos
students ahout citizenship, civin responsthility, democrasy and political
participation. Together wilh classioom activities, students are provided with &n
opporunity 10 cast 8 “Kids Votng' ballot on siectlon day, and thay vota un the
sam¢ candidaes and issues ag adults, 1n 2004, 1.5 millier studenis turned oUt to
vols for presidential, local and slate candidates. Areas with a Kids Voting USA
pregram have showed a voting rate for registered 18 year olds which is 14%
highear than for non-panizipating argas. oo www kidsvotingusa, orul

As part of the Kigs Voting USA service, 'DoubleClick Uemoeracy’ {ses

v ginsvatinguaa org/aobleClicklintro.asp) was developed to allow students ta
participaie i arn authentic vwing experience wsing a web-based yoling system.
The gniine hallols replicate the candldates and iesuas adulis vote for, and provide
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shidents with practice bafiots which have links 1o candidate biographles angd other
teaources. About 35,008 students participated duning the 2004 presidential
elections.

* Teens N2 Polities” is a US-based website which offers young people an
cppartunity ko parficipats in discussion forums on topics such as the econarny,
foreign policy, general political issues, znimals and the enviromment. Provisicn is
dlso made for young peopte to conttibute o discussions undar the tanner of “ailt

wirtky chat' and ‘right wing corner’. See www teensnfpolitics.com/fonmas.
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The Polilical SH stenn and Pollitoiiing

Political parties

The 20i24 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested that yeung
paaple feet shut ot of mainstream parfy politics.

The fermer Queensand State Youth Advisory Council tald the commities that the
izsues addrassed by political parties, particutarly at electon time, Are daminated by
Hisw selevant o ohder peuple and eur dgerng pupulattlun.

MNeawr idaas

v Ir Ariacne Vromen, a leclurer at the University of Sydney, researches yaung
people and politics. She writes that, The one area of parlivipalion that remaing
low for young people, and indoed for most Australians, ls membership of political
partigs. Hather than labelling party membership decline as apathy, we ought to
see Naw unappealing palitical parties have become. And it is up to parties tn
involye A new gengration. Thls might not ba by way of fermal membership,;
Ingtzad, partics might consult young people on issucs relovant 10 thel ives” (ses
Vromen).

v Inthe US, a nationwide study of youth atlitudes found that young people were
adtive In their communitics but not concorned about palitics, Ag an outgoma of
that study, & strateqy adopted io re-connect youth to democracy s thal, during
glection mampaigns, the medir offer yosdh-modarated candidatns debates (see
Malional Assoctalion of Secretaries of Stata),
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Foliticlans
Many resgarch siudies in Australia and ntemationally reveal that young pRUple are
aynicel about the Sehavicur of potiticians.

How can. politiclans themsolves restorg: the faith of young people in

i dsmﬂc:racy?

Naw ideas

+ Dir Ariadne Vromen 54yS that politiclane only consider young people whan they
prezent & problem; that young people tend to be talked abouwt rathor than talked
with; and that young people's perspectives are rarely included in public dabato.
D Mrevmen suggests that what is needed is direct evideree of young people’s
gxperiences and arguments based on such evidenue (see Vramen).

r Inthe Uinitad States, Canada and the Uniled Kingdom, where voting isn't
compulsory, it has been shown that contact with political panies and candidatos &
an impartant element of ‘getcui-the-vote’ shatagias. Following the 2007 dnibish
verierdl eleclon, the UK Electoral Cormmission identitied a lack of canvassing by
potiticlans as & likely reason for dissatistaction {and low turnout) amaong first-time
volers,

Youwng People and the Cursnianiiy

Being heard

While young people may be turmed off politics a3 it curremtly oparates, many
studies and surveys have found that young people are vety interesied in podtical
issUes impartant to them, The challenge for govermments is ko engage with yaung
pacple, and the iiret thing tha? young paopie say ig that thay want lo be heard,

3) Have you used any of fhe government opporfunilies [0 voica your opinions
B aboutissues? How affective was it?
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»  In'Western Australia, the Clvics and Cllizenshig Unit in the Department of Pramier
and Cabinet aims to enhance democracy in that stare through civics education
and the promotion of an active citizenry. The gaal is a community whara all
Wasttern Australians are valued as citizens, where they pfay a significant role in
setting policy priorities and where they help shapa the nature of thelr society (ace:!

*  [r Ariadre Vromen suggests that, "Young people have a broad range of
economic, social, and politicsl experiences’ and that we need to 'creale inclusive
forms of governance that recognise and build upen difterent ways of making
communities. Thase in power need o islen o young people more, and young
poople's diveras views and axpenences need lo be arliculaled in the mediz® {see

By Home do youthink goveriiment should vk yourg BUOEIa n tha déoisions i
R makes?” Wial meltiods woik st for you . face-do-face, wet basedioniing
meihods Wﬁ'm'ﬂ? v, Ieil U T 3 I

MNewideas

v In 2033, the Commission for Children and Young People was inviled o participate
in a committeée for the development of a aports and recreation facility for young
pcople on Paim lafand in Narth Queensland. The Commission underlined the
imporance of the committee asking young people what they wanted. Tha lssug
for the Commission was nct 50 much “how oo we invoive childron in the buliding
of ihis facifiy™but rathor *how do we get the faciliy the chifdren want?

*in 2002, in Parramatta in Sydney, a Youth Jfury presented youny people with
practical opportunities to l2am and discusy Ihe divarse interests and concerns of a
wite varety of young people acrose the Parramatia region, Participants learmod
about learmwork, negotiation skitls and the powers ol government. This enabled
thern to form realistic recommendations ta suppoart the needs of the callective
youln of Parramatia,

The aim of the Youth Jury was to assist with bridging racial intolerance and
cuitural diversity amnong young people of Parramatia,

T7¢ recommendatons of the Youth Jury were aimed al key yavemment and
community organisations of Parramatia.

%‘iﬁﬂ'\_(&{ 2 30 % CACC, Loand v iery
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Taking agllen .

Young people want to be sctively involvad in democracy. Veting at electlons ls only
one way of being invelved in a demovratic scciety.

Which of tha followdag activdfias have you candad out, orwowid you life 1o carry

Hawve dons Wouwld like ta
Activity - Hers de {{ory)

Volunteenng

InHiating or participating In a local voulh project
Indiating ot sigring a pelition

Attanding a rally or protest

Taking part i a strike

Being & mentber of a polilical party

Belng a membar of a trade union

DDD@\ED:JC

Being & mermber af a student union

Bzmng a member of @ non-gavemment
arganisalion which lahbies grvemiment {sg. The
¥ildamess Sociaty, Amnesty Inte mabonal,
Graenpagoe]

Cartacting a polilician o lecal goverrme
courgillor

-

Participating in & Youth Padiameant
Eoing involved in 4 Youth Council

2 C 0 @\
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Being involved inan organisalkon which seeks o
represent e vicws of young people (2.9, Young
Austratizn Rural Network)

Yolng people say thal to be engaged in demusiacy they need things such as:

]

e

]

n

information;

ocpportunities to actively engage in demoaracy;
an idea about what can be achieved roalistically,
spacas in which 10 meet and disclss) ond

access o the internet, photocopiers, et

What assistances or encotragement o you nsed from govermnmont & take
action about the izsues you feef passionate about?

MNaw deas

¥

Arishanea Nity Cooncil has developead “Wisible Ink', a wabsite which allows young
peaphe to have a say in the Councils programs. The wehaite contains irtormation
about ow YoUNG Deopia can have their say, events fur youlw people, links to



Kegporse (orn

S iy y T O 1) i o m
P A kel 1 P W, T i Ve SO P el S o, 1

resounsas and a farum through which young peaple can express their opnions.
The Cauned has alsa pravided young peopte with areas around Brisbane where
they can come together to meet and organise actvities and projects ol interest to
them. Thess areas are scoessibie to voung poople and wett resourced [see
v yisibla-

The Viclorian Government produced a handbook for young peaple on how they
can create change in their community, The handbook provides suggestions on
how young people can pet aclive an a project they feel passinpate about, and how
tey can implemend that project [see waww.youh.vic gov.aupdis TYPShook3 puf).

Tha Foundation for Young Austrzlians is a non-profit organisation dedicated to
develaping innovetive iniliztives that suppart and emgawer young people aged 12
to 25. The Foundation provides seed-funding for ideas, proactively seeks co-
fundiag to suppor initiatives and helps the recipients structure themselves lo
ensure fong-tarm sustainaklliey, Each year, the Foundation rmanages 2 gomollo of
granis totaking about 58 millian, At feast 25% of tota! grant tunding i3 dedicated to
intiatives specilically dasigned ta berefit young Indigenaus Australians (see

wvw youndgaustralians org).

Wheal role:carr famifes and: fnends playm qaﬁmg,,jﬂblmg ,c'eupfe actre and
imvolved with democragy? -

Mew ideas

The Youth Electoral Study [YES} found that parenis are reqarded by young
peopie as the most Important source of information acout voting., Televizion ana
FWERALGED arc the next most mportant, however young people view those ntter
suurcea with some scaphasm .

F

R

What rofe can non-govermment folndations or communily organisations play
in gelting young peopla active and imvolved with democracy?

Mew ideas

Tho Inepire Foundation (see wwwrinapira org. au) 3 8 national non-profit
Tounidation which aims to create opportunities for young Australizns, rincipally
agad betwsan 16 and 25, to help themselves and pihars. The Foundation
acknowladges that young peepic want (1 make & posdive differencs In'thelr own

o



&?ww ﬁm -l! b
DY

:
;
e T ST S T R i D VAT S T T e e 4 et ek

lives and in their communities, Young people are actively wivolved in the
development and celivery of all the Foundalion's initiatives. One Inklative,
‘ActNow', is 2 wab-bassd service that will grovide young people with informaban
and sugporn on fiow thay can become invalvad in izsuas or causes in their
community that they are passionate about,

»  VibeWire Youth Services Is a voluntcor-based, nan-profit youth media and Yraining
arganisation which provides young pecple aged between 16 and A0 with an online
farum through which they can access information on a range of topics, partivipate
in rliscussions with other youny peaple and become involved in the exchange of
inloninalion with ofher voung people (sco www.yitowire.nat), Recent initiatives
inelude ‘glectionTrackar [see www Blectiantrackarnetel)) which sant young
peopla out on the campaign trall a5 rapanters in the 2004 Faderal efection. These

reporls were utilisad by six radio stations, SBS and ABC news.

»  Thre US Ad Council ie a2 non-profit organisation which progueces, distributes and
promotes public scrvico campaigns on & range of issues. A recant campaign,
'Fight Mannequinism’, focussed on improving youth civic engagement and voler
participation. It invoived television and radic ads aimed al gelling young people
invalved in issues they care abuul, volunteering and voling {see

www lighlmanneguinism.org).

»  'Rock tho Vote' is a non-profit srganisation which aims to engage yaung paople in

the paliical proceszs in the Lnited Stales and draw attention 1o lssues of cencern

to young prople, It coordinates voler registration drives and edugation efions 1o
ensure young people exercise their right (o vote. Youth culture is harnessed in the
promotion of Hs campaigns, many of which ‘zature high prohle celebrities inciuding
mugicians, fcoiors, athictes and comedians. In the 2004 elections, 1.7 million
people 1ook advantage of the organisation's onling voter registration faciily, and &
further 200,000 reqistered as apurt of the Rock the Vole Bus Tow across the

courtry {see www rockthavole com),
% . '/I:' L'H'L*"‘:: e 'y {"Iljr'ﬂ"-f::' o
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e elings {or vitthing a suiimission

Thaema is no set farm for a submission to the committes, Submissions may ba marle using
the inguiry response form or in the form of g lstter, a substantial paper or 4 short
documant and they may inciude appendices. Submissions may contain facts, opiniens,
arguments and recommendations for actian. Tha most uselul submissions are o the
poirt.

The committee would prefer written submissions, but will also accept submissions an
audio tapa. For written submisslons, typed or printed text is praferable, though legible
hand-written submissiens are aceeptable. Numbered pagoes and, for submigslons in
extess of 20 pages, & brief summary and a lable of cortents is also helpiut.

All submissions must incluce the name and contec! detailz of the person making the
stbrnission. Those making a submission an behalf of an arganisation shauld indicate at
what leval the submission has been authorised (eg sub~commitiee, president, chair, etc.).

PuUblic: officars may make submigsions as private individuals. However, if referance is
rmAack i 4 submission 1 thair official position, it should also be made clear that tha
sucmission & mada in a private capacity. Submissions from govemment deparmants
should be authorised i accordancs with normal departmental procedure,

Conlent and relevance

A submizsion may cover some or all of the issues raised in the response borm. | would be
helpful if submissions clearly stated which issues are being addressed.

The committes’s usual procedure is to publicly release and tacie submissions in the
Legisiztive Assembly. Not all submissions will nacessarily be publishad andfor labled. The
commitiee resorves Ing right ta not publish or table confidential submissions, or
submissions wiich are irrelevant, conlain seurrilous or defamatory materal, or are
athienuise not suitable for publishing. The comemitiee will infoma you if it decidas not 1o
acespt, or not lo aulhorise the publication of, your submissiun.

Conlidenttality

Tha committes attempds fo conduct it indquiries in the most open way possible. However,
if you beligve that your submission {or pad ot it) should nct be made aublc, cleary write
‘noniidential” on rach page and, in a briaf covering letlar, axplain why your sLbmissicn
shou'd be treated confidentially. The committee will then consider your raquest for
confidentialiy,

Unauvihotlsed Relaase

Once the commmines regeives & submission, it Dooomes committos propeny and shouid
nct be published withaut the committes’s authorisation. Publication of a submissicn
withawt e committes's authorisation means that that pubdicalion s not prolected by
parliarnentary privitege and may amount to a contempt of Pariament.

All submissions shuumM

The Research Director

Logal Constitutional and Admunistrative Beview Comimtee
Padizmaent House, George Street

BRIZ3ANE QLD 4000
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Submissions closs on Wedneaday, 30 November 2005
Extengdinns to e clsing dale may bz given. If you nesd more time to make a

submission, or if you require funher informatiun, contact the commities's secretariat on:

Telephone: (07) 3408 T307
Fax; {07} 3406 7070

Email: barg @pariament.ald.gov.ay

Copies of this paper and all alher publicatiuns by the Legal and Constitutionzl Committese

are available en the Intemst via the commitiee’s heme page ar
www. parliament.ql ; mmittee s A
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