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A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUl::::l::NSl.ANV 

I , 



yo\.tr voice 

The Rim of thi ... inqujry Is 10 mar.e practical r4lCQmrrMjom;lo.lion~ to 
"'cre(l$& the intern ... t Md ~lll1iei~1ion of ~lJI19 poopI\I'" democracy in 
QuecMlDnd. 

Thll L'OIlW"itt"" w.nlll 10 neat Irem young people.. ill par.tlJilo', abWI: 

~ wmt is r-*I in Oueensl.md; 

it; wha! \\111 WOf1t; 

€f whllt woo't; and 

;ill what you wQn! to dO or e~p~rience. 

Wo wook! Dlso like \0 Mill tf'1)m ~! peopr.. in Oueet"t~ who Mve an 
Inle.esI in young peQl)Ie. or 11\ YOLl"'(J people en(1IIO~ I .. fIoomnr ..... cy 

To ~ you to Ihink abo .... dscl.J&S 3iIId retoono 10 manors rolcv:mt \0 

the nqu~. _ haw slOt QUI billow soma: 

i,[> issues; Itnd 

q ~""mpllls 01 walegles Suggos\cO or tried o16clltlclC. 



Ed\tealloN\ntom'lalion 
If ic I!IIl Iob oIlI\e EJec(oral COrmvssIon UveelIsIMd WCO) kI _~ tiW ~:e 
enrol aM ~ III e~5. To do \11;5, !h;, eoo US9S vd~ and lIwarwoess 
programs (\I.g. PO~<:;IJW, IK"htI'i and ;chool wks). 

o ~'I;I<!t .,~;/OO~ ~, 'beI/tII ~diff~fQ'fIfIl q, ~1J1i~ IQ 
l!l yriung~? .:-: .,' -- " " ,,' ',' " 

~Wi!:lf!\l,S 

In 2003, ENc\ions C;vuoU.o par1I'Wfid wlh CabIG ., lhII Classroom 10 «MIIop 11 
.- IIOtIlf 9Ouca:Jon program tor 1ilUDeI'IIs, ineiUtling :;I eontOGI eN\'lert;li!lg pooplo' 
;1:»10 16 to 18 to CfOJIO 3(l.tlOOOn(I publIC MIVi:>e el1llOll!lOe(lltl'U on w:eo telno 
IIIOIr peerS....tl~ /ne democratic plOC4t .... lInd '.omg .re impottA/1t. 

'The United K""~ ~!or.J Com/m;sion'. '00 Pcli\bI ' aJmlt to ~t !'<lung 
~\Ilnvolvw in dtm<X:facy. k may tle aooessoo lit: www.doogijjo;;.oo .uIs. '00 
Po!~k;$' C(lnducts WOT1lsrwp~ IlfId oven!$, and prOVides re,o~ee3 and trelnl.,g 
tlCl'OGO tno UK tor yoYn~ people. 

l"AuW...r~. the Yodh EIO!C1Of~1 SluUy (YES) found thal sQrrnllncml;..w 'M>'.Ild 
Wacl a 1 .... 1 wI"" Ycuog ptOpIt;.a!CI a tal! break or tI\(o utO 01 promotiooal rock 
OOI'ICQ(I$ would be Iho ~ otIOCtWo j\oor.:illes. bullhere _ al90 ~ support 
'er the notIOn mal ..canfives SIU'MJIII nnl he needed a& \OOtiro<J Is , I'eSponsbIIrty 
thIIl ... ..",...... ... iIh citizenship. 
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Voler f'e1IiafrMion 

In AuruIIh, .. ~ per"'In mu$t oom~ an I.n",h,..." fo,m to (1I'iI~a< III wote. 

12 H<?w cctM tM EC.o n1/Ike ~ U5W for."young ~ /0 6flrol .. nd 0000m8 
Id "'Ok~rWto ""le? < '. 

Ne .. id,u 
U', some CCllRltr;,,", regislrlltior> is dorle by the gowmmi'II I $0 Ulill owplv aru 
~1AomaticaJly ,li'gtile, ..... ",hen thQy IlOiIch vcttng ago. An Intern~tlonal roport by 
U .. 1"¥ ~l ull;j !or Domocraey ar'l(l ElOefor.:ll Nlsil:l3ncC. YOUfn VOtCr" p:ncipmiofl. 
$lQgeWO automatIC leogI3Clation by tI'I~ gCJVI'!ffiITtenl. rldhef !Mn it M""'J a '*"'1}' 01 
eac/'l pel'$Oll In ervaI 

011"", wunt , .. ~ 9nabla poople 10 r09isror 3.1 a poIlI1g ~ollon o n olocliO"l <1a~. or 
on-line. 

In C!Mo.. n"", .",~ CM""" I~ntil"· . p"'c,>I ... v;l ,v t "IV" l~' r , ~ rJ 16 U """""" 
/nj(ll'nlat;on pl'Qviood by, lor ~~ampl~. 1t1; tax olllw and mOtor vehic~ regi&19l"£. 
Tile 00'1>1 Eiuc!Oral Olfic(l, wr!t()l; 10 l.~c~c people 10 Q:;k II'lcm 10 coohll'l"l mm !hey 
;Ut olig .'bIo 10 votE' and consenllo be l'lC ,r.:luOOd in the r ... I'OI'WI i ,,,!)SI,,,,. 



Polling stations 

In QlJNnst"m:l, pulljog stations aroo usuiilly locatad i'1 ~chools or 11 .. 11s a,,<.I are OP"" 
b<ot'll'esn Bam and 6pm, 

l. How,wtid,tm. ECQ maka 11 flaSiurfot"youll..q {)fK)PifliQ r:..sttJteiro;u(e? 

N!l1I{ Cd~¥_ 

m rec&rJt Canoo;an siections, Elections Canada introduced more edls n IXlltions 
to whicil young P<'OPi9 have easy accOiSS, such OI,s n"ar sl..,wnt r"sid<ilrtces and 
ullivGrIltly neighbournaods. 

In ~M.M, polling S!atiOM are open for 12 hOlJr:!l. 

Delegali<;ms from tile Australian EI""!,"",,I ComTlis~iun ..nd the V.:;:~ian Efoctora: 
Commission observed ele<;1roolc vottng processes at elections In thG USA, iJK 
and Irelalld tlotwoon 2000 am:! 2U02. Tho deleQotions ooo:::idcrod the dill'erent 
optioos that ar~ ~V!lj(IIb1e, their ~dv~ntllo"'~ and diMdvanltlges and hOIl eaoh 
oj:lion "oukl suet Australia's voting syst .. ms_ The ""I..galioos recommended e­
~oting \", rnOl,de availablij 10 cart«in cla,.~es 01 votirs including vo!"", irl Antarc!ic~, 
VOlgrs In ,vDtom wrth a diSaMly and ovemeas votars (soo , 

A r~nt rBporl of IIw Vi<;tOfi,lIl Scrutiny of Act,. .iOd R"gulati""~ Cumrnitle .. , 
vtforian EJeG1rrm!c Oemccraoy, cooeklered elootrooic voting. 11 rocomrOllndw 
mat vlCtomll1 eteotlOna should not be oonducted remotely VIS lIlIormal101l ana 
oanmooc ations techMOlogi"~ i'1 the near tutlYe, but identijied the joflowin~ k"y 
a"'~ntAoe.~ of remole votilg systems: 

easy lICCfl5S for trll .. elle", ~nrl di""blM fl"opI e ; 

pro\lidulg 811 intertllC~ tor olher techl1<llowies ~uch ~s acreen readers. Brai~(l 
comput"",. mllg";li...,s Or alternlltive d ... t~ entry 5 Y"!l!m~; 

allowino tor th" M~y IInrl d",~p di.~lribution ,,1 h~rol pape~ ill dilt~.·e"t 
III Il(J I J/lO"s; 

',sffinIAnOOLJS processing; Md 

aflowing voters tllll"r.e.~~ a wide rang~ m other ;"f<>rmlltion v.tlit'" coo~dering 
and casbng th"" vole. 

\;< ·,"Le ------



Advance voting 
CulTOO~y in Quru.nsland, if you can't vote at your nearest pol~ng booth onthe day 
of a ~tate election, special amlngem\1nts c«n bOl m:o.d9 for)'Ou to casl your vQte, 
sl,ICh ili by advance voting III person or postal YOting. These options arc available 
In only some circum:rtances· tor l'I)(.!Impl/!, if yeu: will be in!(!rstai8 on po~in" day: 
hava a disability; or can't vote on that day because of raligiouii bo!liefs. For further 
in/Qrm .. tion, SII<! WWIII.!!cg.\lkI.gov,au. 

4i p?,ie.ut[iJ"~l!iomi'#4fji~& WvuId ~ 'If ttiJYl~f;frJcf'?;&O/liany~ in 
ID ~,;~/!,-{e,a~9'UP}",,','iJII,'~octJij{I;;,~':l1i:Wtii1cro,:ti'!OOt, (UiY,flfXjdtJI 

OOiKrltk)ristO dci,SO?,-i.;ci<, k' :~,::,,;ii::,;:~~-,'(",~,,:-, t':>",,· 

New ideal' 

In tha UK, postal voting ~ ovoilable to any eligible voter on reqoost. A person mn~ 
apply tor pootal voting for 11. particular ele<:tioo, for a certain period oIlme or for al 
MUM ~lection~_ ' 

To fdlal" voting, thillillitil QOvemmoot oould doolara the day 01 a stale elgcUon 
a public hoUdayor schedule an elOC\ion for a day other than a saturday. 

In lIJIure. rt electronic \/Oli"9 _re to he introduced. tor example, rt n~ nt)f toe 
n""""5aI")'10 have an 'election day', with ~n vet .... ca.t 011 U,e same day. Vetirog 
could lam pla<.:~, for e>:amplll, oVllr an 'aloctlon wool(. 

" .,.,{.,,,t,"e. &u('. 

-p.i> . .l. i,;""'_;'» . N,..!:: , L /'<',f~> ~'J 

Close of .01110 

Curr\llll:y, alter a slatil oloction Is called, people have between 5 and 7 days to 
'OQiSt9r10 vote. 

'.ii tJ..j~,tlJlijf<young~90ixJtdbe diSa~~()d1!.JlIei8Wt1pno oPPdrti./nny 
IUo Io'Gnl"Ol after Nlalcotlon./Sct1HtJit? ' ,. ".';' . ' 

Ncwjdga:j 

\< 

Prior 10 It> .. 2004 IWiralolllCiion, the Special Minister 01 State. Eric AbGll 
propoosd that: 

the ele<:taral roll n.. dosed to ",",W voters on the day the el..ction wri~ woold ~ 
i.~w.,rl (usually the dsy th .. election is amKllJOC .. J); and 

pwplll wishing to ch~o tool. enrolment detais be \liven three day. to do so, 

Tili" p'opoli al did not proceed as ~ was nOl supported by the non-!,iovcmmcnt 
p8rMS. 

~--~~~-~~-~~-- -------
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Flxwc! .. !eelion <by 
In Queoosla.nd, thalli fI no lixed IllecIi\ln day (or ~tate .. :~i<l ns . 

A tlxlld al&ction day ~ould ,UOl'\' ImprQVI;Id ~ivv;s edLX: .. tion co-.H'ZU, moek-6!ediC<'\5 
ilM other $tf(ltOgiOS orltoureglng youn~ people's engagQmWlt will! ahldiQll$ to be 
pl<lnned in advance (I"'! M; I~lIr). For example, 61ixed eJeol!oi'l t'l3Y waUJ(I anow 
c;i>ks \ldu;;;atc.u 10 pli ll 0IIlQ cond!.lct the .. coorses in p"r",11fI1 wi111!11'1 eteotoo 
aarnpaign. 

!it,) /)(1. '/OU.liink improWd r:Mc¥ WVCillkltl, is lI~lPIlhwM8 ''''$M ,'o( GO'fflmment 
11& /0 oonsiw.:r chatlr;c fI) IfxOd term e/eI::'tfot!$? • 

'i il ... ihu 

In aua_1and. IIleetlons tor all Ioc:a! !I<Ml'Innlllflt a..oorilies .11 getl&rlllly lvtId 
eYe!)' lour yoo.r3 on U\C tool Sal\1nla'lln f,jaren. 

~------------------

New votfng system 

In Qu.3ooslaod, a 6ystem 01 OJIlioMl pref ...... .nti>tl voting i!l1J3!Id. A faC1 $/loot 3.1)0\11 
'O?V is 3vai~ tl Ql'/1: WW'W,!!\i!jI,gId\l9v aUt 

New idea5 

" 

Appendix D conleL"1S a fav($&d YOIGIon 01 a DiIP'<I' Pf<>Parl/d lOt i11l "'~r'y, H,"'d.~ 
Q'1 f'~rliilmetlr. by tM L'.I\I(I,I and CormilutiOool Comml!:oo 01 j>e P'W"IIS 
Par~i'\m"nt. 11 rrnvirlfl~ inlormabon 1l00u! Oll'" YOtl1~ system nnd ways 11 mighl be 
C1ang~ to p<ollidQ more dlveor.sity in candici:lt". who mig~! tle ol(!O'!CO. 

As III QlJeensland, Ilia vollng Ql'$tim in the UK ",~ k."$ ~ very ditlicull Ir>r 
cooacates from mJl')O/ panics to get elected, 10 May 200:;, lIUo'Il\I 500 000 W100 l 
~ttJrient.l ;n the lJ!( YOIfId In ~ mod<. elec~oo 10 ooinclcle wi~ ilia got'lQral illlctic..lli. 
The students W\lIM tor tne ~c1u<'ll Cl'.n<ii<\,u",,_ The ~sub &1lO'fH'd IM! It\(; 
stud9nts 1Wf\I wlU""d9<J 1<.1 parti9$ wNdl ran e>m<id&rM "" C<!rtaill i!J,,~es: tor 
eK:lf!ll)le. STUdM[f; WI'IO tell pas.ionllN about th", IIfMr""'~1 voted Ior the Gre.!n 
I '!lily. Ve~ite ~In~ to h"~ tt StngIc J;.."UldI(f:lle tefUllHll1lfl !till 9iI.lllt1illiole."ioll!<. 
the Grnen Pa"Y ~1JfH1 45 nul of 11 p;lSSibl!! 349 ge!ItS Il'I me mock elecllOn. 

Propon tonal r9Pl"9&Gmatloo YOtiI'lQ, whil;h is """" for ~"iue eled.on. .. in AUI!v fllla. 
provides greOle. OPI»'\li!1lty to!" mifl<X panles 10 win Ulil$. 



Voting ag" 
In Australia, you mu.t be 18 ywar~ old to wte, The minimum vo~ng age n otholr 
counlr~5 rangoo from 15 to 21. 

The minimum 01.99& ~!,It b~ the law lor other aativitics arc listed in appendix B. 

!Si ShOl.slit1liii)IjjOrfg~ be'/OWerM,tO flpti'/6·war.l'1.JW:ij. ilr:MiiIiQt1:"f tio 
.!t ,iCtiiYiageiS·iimeied;.siiOOid'~~i tM:"ifj~i~il,il~&.Ctiiti';ul!wyr'; 

Newid!!~~ 

In April 2004, following a prOjocl on the age of eleclnral majority. the United 
KinQdDm EI!!Clotlll CommiMiOl"l recommended that the miomcm age for a.Iev~~ 
ot voting in pubIC electiorls;'" the UK ,eman at 1 S years /01 th", tm(l being. Th .. 
UK Eloctoral CQmmission advt&9d, ho_r, tha! It expected to undertake a 
furth&r formal reviow ot the minimum voting a\le within a turttler iNe to seven 
years. It cnoouraged the government to c:onsid"r iniliaHng" wider review of Ill/! 
ege of mlljarily_ 

ID 2000, a rep<.J11 <JIl rnil11Qing lloctal and tagal frameworks for young Australians 
found that, dGsplte some interest in 9Cttino roor.; invoNed ir1 their community and 
In goVtlfTY11Qnt dooisiOl1-maKing pro::eases, young pe.:lple w~,e qurle rekJe'.ant to 
claim the right ~nd t'MfKlII"ib;l1ty of having the vote )O.mger than at age 18. The 
majority (74'%.) d; yeoog people inl.'CO'Ili!d in \h .. , .. search s~id th"t th"y W"H' not 
,eady or ,,,I,,,,,,,led in gatOOg invoMi<l in torrnal Jl<llllloal prooooses such as voting 
bi/10f1i thay were 1 e, Tllcir parents ogreed, with a majority {61 %} suggestin!:! Thot 
YOUllg people ore not malum enough and not inmre!led,~ voting before they ar~ 
1 B, ~nd.th~t )IOUng pe<)f'1e lJnd~r 1 B h",ve o1her pressures 10 con/ront and coo1end 
with (see Carson, Fil<g"rakl iIfJd Rocha), 

C<>mplAsor'jl votin\,1 was intrOduced in Queensl~nd in 1914 and by the 
Commonwearth in 1924. Resellrcn by Mdner (pubiishO'>d in Civil': Uterncy: I low 
Informed CitiLp.n~ Make DMxx:racy W<:>tt U"vefsity Plass or New En<;lland, 
Hanover, 2002) indic;tl ... thilt the eff~ 01 introdLICln~ compul~oryvotinq in 
Austral'iI was to Mng about a 23'/0 Overa" increaso in 'IDling, 

\t . 
---.M~"I' ,--t',,", 'Y"' __ ";,,;h 4 ~.",...£. 

Education in "chaol" 

In QLJeensland schools, IINr .. is 00 subjQ{;t ,-,,,I!(ld 'dw:s edLICation' or 'citizlIf1ship 
.. cucaboo', Primary and oocon<1ary students learn about dOmocro.cy, iooludirl\,1 
parliament, government ond elections, In a m",tler et dit1erllnt subj~cts. Students 
also expeneoce d<!mocrocy ~t ~"hr;oJ. For e~"mple through election5 for school 
G[)(Jocil .,....".,.,bers ""&or ~cl1ooll1!ad"rs. 

Education about demacrllcy 
"'ddJI.,nal educational 0p[>J<1uniti1!S ,,,,lavar 11 tu d"",ocrocy illduoo; 



Yltlts 10 IM Queensland Parliament, or 10 ~ ,p.gion~ 1 ~M in o 01 Ih(! Que""'~~n d 
Ps r~atnll.n! , ~nd ed",,~tiom l ll.e rlv~ie$ pro~id!l'd by ParliamVl'tary Edvcatbn 
Services, .. rod 

eieCloral 00I.ICQ1ioo actlYltie~ OOMUCled by the AI1~tr;1\ i.!.n Electoral Co.Trn ..... m, 
$.JCI'\ & $d'IoOOI viW.. 

In preYlous inquiries. lho Leg;)'i Ono Corl31~utioMI Commlnee IIfI(Ill\e Legal and 
ClMtJtutional Commitlees of Ihe 491h Hnd 50th P"rliament& ~,,\Ie 1I\I!d& 
rl!lOOmmer">Mlian~ "hoLj c;".;.cs Ilduc..ation in QOOffi$I~nd. 9 ~n'a( 
~1;'lfl5 ha~ .. INvn In!tOe by ~y otl'lllr "'~ j;(rafin bodllS in [ecw<t 
f'!al5. "'!ti' '" EIl'JlIiI 01 tnlillIQ rGeommerKl3tiMs is $Cl cutin ap pendiJ C. 

Too , . 
" 

A CMc:s D.nd Citizensh~ EducIIIIOll web.';t/! [whi<:h ino.--"l'(\Qrlllfl.' R pr!!Vi.""~. 
'Ui~ovemlQ Demor.,"cr w~b! ite) Is WIWJ·c ill ;'sandcililol "$!)ip .ood<!.a u. 

'KiOi V"lir1g USA' is a nalionall"lOl\ ·prollt, nOn·partisan otg3llle;!tion that tCOOho$ 
stUllsnt5 aMut oitlZC~hlp. cN\Q 'C3POl'l5ibility, democr!ICY end paIIlK:I! l 
pooiCiPll:JOn. logether with cl.usmnm 1I!1ivi~, s \lceoo\s /lie pn:lViMd.....r.h en 
opportunity In r..!l~1 a 'Kids VOIIng' ba~ot 00 !tied." , ..... y, ""o<J rl",y ....,tw "" Uw 
sam9 carddi"'" and isSW$ as adultc. In 2004. 1.5 minion $llldenl$ lIMIer:! out 10 
~0!8 fOf prllllic1enda/. local and Cl."ltc cnndidolte'O. Aleas WIth a KIOS VOU'lO USA 
Pfogram Mvc sI'IoW\ld • woog nlle t/lf mgi.lH<"<i 111 yeIIf oId'I ~,d' i. 14% 
Moigh6f th~n for non · p.!Irtici?atmg ereas. So!It """"'" kidiwt;'19uu ",~I. 

KkJs 

11 . 

USA G&rvlCO. 'DoubIcCHc~ 
I ~ tLXlent~ to 



~tvdants w~tt pracUC(l ~(lllOtlI wnlol'l nave links to cllnd'dlte ODgtapN~~ and oth!!r 
r!!l!OtJrce~ About 35,000 ~h.l(1er)ts participated dunng Ihe 2004 presidl<lltial 
e!o!etiortt.. 

'Tccn$ N2 Politics' is a US-bMed _M~f! whid1 oIfer5)'CU'19 people M 
OflI>OrI ..... 1Iy m ~ In discussion ' OIUII" un ...... 1l;1I SIA:h ~ thv IlI:\JJ1QPlV. 

Iori ign lJUlio,'Y. !I8fl'i'lil! pOIiIit:aI iUu9s, animals <lIld !he orrvironmcnL ~ b 
alSO made for \'00119 people 10 oonlnll!J1e \0 dOCuMlon, t.neIf1f rtof! Il.tm!!r of '1eIt 
"iIlg etl!1r Ilnd 'riglt wing c()O'lW' S!!", www.leeflsn2PO~licu:om;f0fWl$/_ 

, CC-6 f' ,e <i"'~' -T/---------- - -

--- - - - - -----

The 'Pol:Lia l l SI1~'VJ;. ttv.1 'Poti.ticiMIII6 --
Poll~~1 p~utics 

The ~ YOUl'lg AualrB.~lIn 01 l!'le Vear. HUQh [v~"". ~II,.~ $UO!J'!~,ftd ,Mt )'<>LJn<) 
poople IHI ehut olllol main$t~am party poIjlics, 

TJ'lG lOtmel 01/flef1stand Slate YIlU!~ ArWcv:ry Coonc~ bid the committee that !ha 
mUM /IO(!r~:<MI'd by political partie,. p;l rticularly .. 1 eloclOcn 11""" ,,, .. dorninate-d by 
/1_ ... _""VdU' tu ukJe, poop~ aoo our aQD'I1g popuIanon. 

Nil" Cia; 
r..r AriadM V,omen, a ~ul¥l ",I thl! U"ivlIf.ity of S)'I1ney, f ~sgarchoo yo-unq 
piIOPki and politics. Sho Ivtnos that, 'The OI1e :lW3. Of p3.rtJclp3.Hofl that fcmninS 
low lor young peoplc, nnd iflO'eed fO!' most AUStflll ill r1ll, I ~ memberahip 0/ pol~IC~ 1 

PlitlOO, RB.lh~r thM IablOl li'lO r ~rty ITI6I\ber:ship dedPn Il. as 8pal~~> "''' oo;f11 10 
MO! hoow ur.appealng politic .. 1 J)art~ t,"'ffl be<.:omll. And ~ Is up to par.ivs le 
• .voIw '" now IIl1nllfaUoo. Tnls mli;lht r'IOI be by W:lY at 100000(11 rncmDCmhi;l: 
II'1$ IUd.lWlic~ miglU coro ... ~1.I'Ig peop!B 00 mUlts ,ele\l, nllo thll!ll "le!>' (s~e 
VfOll'l!!l'l J. 

In tI", US. a ll1l00nwid\i fihiCly 01 \'OU'Il att~u~s 100000d \tIIl1 YOl.ll'1 (1 ~i:) wcrc 
aetlVe ln theif eommun.lC~ bl,ll nOl eoneemed IlIxlu( polit ic', As !Ill ooIcom~ at 
It\QI ~ !vo'y, a Blrlllegy adopi'lt1 to ffl·mnner;t youth to democr.ocy i$ th,,-t, dl~if1!J 
fllAr.!tn.~ r:~mp;lion~, !h .. m".,j", o rlo;.. yO" UWIHJ.J .... "lOl<! ",,",, KJI<J,,',, <J.<>U"li" I ~~" 

N ~ll ona ! Assoc~"lion 01 S9CfliHarle, 0/ Statal· 



- ,-.,-,-

Politician; 

Many re&curch stL!(lios in A~"1ltralia and intemationally r=al that yourlg peop:1l are 
cynical about !ill! ooMviour at politicians. 

1fi How can politiofans them3eNes restore !he faitlJ of yoong pcop/13 in 
If' dBmQi:!:!Cy? 

N~w idooas 

\< 

Dr i\riadnc Yromen soys tliat politiciarls only oonsid<lr young' peoplo when they 
preserlt a problem; that you"{l pl!Opla t~m! to b<ol t~ lked ~boul rather mm talked 
with: and IMal yoong peop/<!!'s ~1"Sfl~t"'~ are r"rely i1cluded in pubkc deb~te. 
Dr Vromen sug9"'~tr; that what is ~ is dirt!Ct el'iderce 01 young peoplO!!'s 
experiE!l1~S and argum"nts basi<! on such ivkl"n~ Is,*, Vroman). 

In the Un~ed StateB. Can~da and the Unrted Kir>gdOm, where votinQ inn'l 
co:nplllsGry, f NI" been ~00wn IMt conlacl with pohtical parties and coodidates is 
an important element 0/ 'get-.ouHhe·lIOte' strategies_ Following the 2001 Rriti..h 
y<l!lio>I"ill"lilCtion, tha UI( Ell!C1oral Commission identili!!d a lac~ vi l.-anv.s~ing b)' 
poirticiano O~ 11 Ijkoly raaGon for diGs(ltinlaction (aoo low tumoLrt) among first-time 
voters. 

" "'. 

Being heard 

While YOUrlg peop le may be tumed ot! politics ~ it currently operates, many 
.• tun"," IIn,-j surveys have foond that jo'JlIlg people are very inlp.resten in political 
;s.ws importdrll.!o Ihem. Trn;. ~hal""",j" lor gavem",ellls is to ~nga9" with jo'Jvng 
pOODle, and lhe first ming that jo'JunQ people say is tllat1hay want to 00 heard. 

m Have you usgd aIJV at 1IuI govlJmmElflr opportunities to voi<;: .. ylAJr D{Xr);OflS 
1:8 3bout Issr.JO!J? HoWafflX/IYO was f/? 



~ 
In Woo!ern Austr",I;"" IHI CivIes 8lld Cllzenship Urllt tithe Department 0/ PlomlEH 
~ CalJInel alms to eIlhanc:o oemocraey in thII.lstllte 11110141 (:!~ edlIOe.l!on 
and the pron'tOtDn DIM acI",,, Ql:Q:IIIIKY. The gMl is It COtIVTIo..r"Iity Wlere al l 
WI\:$I~ AU!llralians ;are v~o#J itS cillzVllS • ...-t.i •• Itw', pqy • ~ignlfcanl loJ. in 
~ poky priori:ies anCllloflcro lilt')' re" ~ !hi) nerure 011l'le.r $OC1CfY (SI)O: 
~.cIjZcnsc;;oo.WjlJl9Y elN') . 

Or ,4.1i1l.6no:! Vrome<l s~1i O,wl, 'VDtn,l ~kll!.iJw a brOOld r.n~1I cl 
ioolUIK.>IT1k, Ilocial, and pOI.llC31 experiences' al1d that we need 10 'CfO~IO inoiusi'l(l 
rotm~ of 9<JV(lmanco that recoo~ise Md b'JiId u[X)n diffenmt w~)'$ 01 """,kirog 
communities. ThMe in pawsr n~d to listen 10 young peopje more, and young 
pI!OI11e'& diversa v iews and a~IW';"'n': ... need to bII ar1i<:ylatlld in thll m\ldia' (s" 
Vl1)Orwn). 

"=======-

N!ffl;n.,~~ 

"2003, 1Ile commisSlOllIGT e /IHdren Md Voung People \\/115 rn-iIAd to pMlicipat! 
k1 Q oommittee for ItH! develnpmen! of a ~s and recreation fac~ily for your>g 
peapo, nn Palm Island in North Oi,KM,jl",nd. Too C9mmlulon und~,lined the 
m ponarO::lI 01 Ih .. commlltH uklr;;! young poople wt'1at IflIJywanted. The 1&5ue 
Ior IhlI CommIE$lOI1 was nol so muon '7!ow r10 we I"lI'\:lM1 children In !OO buiding 
(1(l1li:> f<lCJ//ly"bYt rllther "TIO", do WIt ~ ,IM ~cility Ih<t cNIrl,.." ",,,,,'?". 

n 2000, in Parramatla in !}<I' ..... a y""I" J ..-y ptO$IH1I" young JMICIPe ..oth 
pracU:::aI Gppolt"'M5 10 lej/fl an<Ilkcuss 100 dM)r$e inler&$U) ana 000C(IfFIl: Of a 
0Iide "ilrie!v 01 VOOng people ilICr~ the P(l1rorTHllta 1111101'1, PllrllCipllfll:i IGi\rn(:CI 
ltlG\ll teamworl<. ncgooaliorl&1d1l:t Md Ih~ po~ ot QOVemmMt. This enllbled 
~em 10 torm relllistk: recomrJ'lllt")t!~tjon~ tn ~t'Pport the needs 01 the collect ..... 
youth nf Parramatla 

: rle $im of the Youth Jury was to Msist with t:.-id'ijli"lI racio l into"" ''''';'' itnd 
w~ural dNers~y ~mong yuung IJUOpkI 01 ParramaUa. 

The> leeorrmendalJOllS 0/ IhII Vwlh ~y "\!RI aim$O a t k9'( 9QWmlNlll and 
COf'Iwnynlly olQ«lli&aliona Of Parral'l'l3!l3.. 

\t ~.P""t.i_{ (fJ/ _ _ ,' .-. .. , ..., .-I ..... d n;<_""'''""~_~ 
---_. ------ ------ -

-.~-----

, 



Teking l!ICtion 
YolX'l9 peopie wanl 10 Il<l actively IIwoIve<l ill democr~cy. Votr'lQ e.! olectlons Is only 
one WfAV or bving involvi'O in ~ del'l1 ocrnli<; :iociety. 

~ mlk:fl' of the fo/k>wlrrf; ~ie~ 'Mi-e yoU ao:/md out, oi',~ J'llU lil«ilO 08.11)' Kt out? ,. , 

"""" 
ft.,."" ... W""ldlit.1o 

/J ..... j GO Il orlll 

VoI..-.t=-i1Q Oil 0 
I_~ el panial>lJlinCl ill ~ 100<II yOIJIf\ p"*",, .. 0 
1 .. IiiII;'lO 0/ "'II'i<'9 .. jIf'Ii1ion "" r5' 
""""dinII .. ",I, or ,,_01 0 01 , 
Taking pan Ir\ •• 11<. 0 r.f 
IlfIing ~ ..... mher of " paltliul party 0 Cl 
Being" membe ... III. lr3d~ union U 0 
BeilllJ H ,""n~r of a IflU<Joor~ UI1100 n G 
Be~ .. member of ~ non· g~vtmment 

<r'J"I ..... Iia, ..... Id' ~ ~'""«t (e g. lh<o 

WI<bnoco ~. hN1 ..... ' ''' .. fI.rIIOnOl, 
0 0 --CorUdIrIg .. pallid." Of IOCaI govi'mrn¥<1t 0 '" _ u w 

~1 1idp<I'''Y in' Vw~, P.nam.~ n r;r' 
BellO itwC !lled '" .. y~~ eo ...... 0 r,' 
B<lhg inV<l 1vod in a~ OIg'tII' BIi«I1II'IlicIl . w l<s "" 0 n 
repre~"t the.,.;eM 01)'0lI/'l\1 peopte (c .9. '(""rig 

AtI,"r~l",n Rurol~) 

Young poople caylna! to txl 9n~a(l~ in dllmocrac;y tiley n~ 1il'd Ihi no;ls such all : 

intormaHon: 

O~tie5 la active/yengaga in democra.;y; 

3.11 idea abolA wI'I3I Cl" oe acl'llevoo ' oalstically; 

SpolCM on 'MIich '" nIHt arid discuss; IIIId 

ac"""'i 10 : ..... iII l~, IIh, .. I(j(:~rv, wIc. 

11 What aSl!<sian<:'l! ~ fIIlCOUI&f)ef1l;/'!~ dn }\'W ' nt!M from gavemmefll 10 t:J/{C 
If' adioo ilboo!",1I inlMl" youlllfJl po.ssiooillll OIboot1 

Brisb>l.,,., 8i!y CO'~rd has Oeo'o'<1 loped 'V:sibl" Ink', a w",h.~j!f\ whi Gh al lOws \'<lV!1C 
p<jopl~ to hav~ ... ,~y fl the Co..,~ r~ pr"9 ;~I"s. n, .. website c<:O"'!aiM in!<'lrm!lton 
;Joout how )'0\610 peoplo can I1 W& their say. evoot& for yOUi1g \111(1" ...... . l;n ~5 to 



re5Oll1'Ce!SiiOd a forum through which )"Juog pooplol can ex~$S their opinions. 
Th~ Cooocil has also prollidOO young pGOpie wflh areas around Brisbane wh~". 
they can come together to meet Md organise acwrues Md projects of interest \0 
them. These areas are accessible 10 young people aoo wellresourced (Me 
'NWW.visibl ..... ink.org!l. 

TtIa V~oriwl G.ovemment prodlJC~d e l1andbookfm)'OUtlg people an hOW they 
1:.'!n cmale change in their comn1l111lty. The handbook provides suggestio.os "" 
how young P"O~" (:'l<1 get actiw on :a proj9ct they lIMIt passiOllate 'l!>out, iind how 
ItHlY can Implement that project (scc ......... ,ywth,\'iC,ow.MJIodI3fIYPSbooI<;l,pdlj. 

ThI! F oun<i<llion for Young Australia<1s is a oon-proW organ~ation dedk:?lted 10 
dBvE'lopng innovative iniliali"",. that sUJ.>~ and effiIlOW'" \'OUny poop~ aged 12 
10 25. The Foundation pro'J1des sood-fllllding for Ideas, proaOllvolytwks co· 
funding la SUPPQ" iMiatives and helps me recipie!1t:l strUClure themset.res \0 
ensure Iong-tl'!ml suslain1!bifily, EIICh )"!ar, the Fo...odalion ITl!ln'lge~ ~ porHofia 01 
grants tolaling about $6 minion. At least 25% of to\al9lant flKlding ~ dedicated 10 
ili~al;ve~ ~l'9Cffically designlld \0 bilnem young IndlgQflOUS Auslralians (s .... 
www,VQ).Ingauslmlla!!~.&!]J. 

~ ":::"'!dp",{;'~t-'1 

~ W:h4C,'ii:itj"aari, flitrii~~;aM fooMlS"Prayin r;iettirlf};yi1iJirri t>eopI6, acwc ;)lid 
" iii~WiffldM:Iocmo/?,' " ""","'. 

Tho YOUIh EJec:toral Study ("IoS) touoo th~t parl'>nrn ~re regarded b~ YOOfl!J 
peopi~ M thO'! rM.o;t imrortant ~OU'~"" of information ~hnL11 lK>I'ng T a;evision IInd 
newspapers are the nen most importilllt, howllver ywrrg peopfe view files" I~tter 
sources; wilfl some "cep!ici~m. 

~ .4 .. 4tn.;~. 1/ .. ;._ l:&*'-~ ;c .. ,:" " .• ,. 

;'''9--: 'f~'-'-'-"~ . .,:-~ " "· .. -2i:':,-_h?!_L42.:":,~ .' t 'I ".-"."; _ .. .i~ 
,..;tv f.,-ttCd. ~,?,' 

1) WMt mfe, CIIIl non1}Ovemmenl fcundaliUfl5 rx .cormnunity o'91!Ili~I;"'n .• r/tty 
J!' ;" g8t1ing young Pf'oplll aefivlI aoolnl'Oivw with dllmocra<:y1 

The '"~~.~ Foe,nu«li"" (~~" 'N'N,~,i">"i"'.l)fy,'tu);',, ,,~liun .. 1 non"rofi1 
lol.Jfld .. tioo which .. Ims to create opportuni1kle for young Australia.m, Drirdpally 
D\lod between 16 and 25, to help Ihemse1ve~ and others, TM FouMu1ion 
!lCl\nowll'!d(ll'!~ !Mt )'<lung P""P '" w~nt tn ""akP. ~ f>'"'~lti"" diffef~nc~ in their own 



~8 e.r'IIl in thew coomun1tie~ . Young piop!e .... ~ .. dively Involvvd In tI1t1 
rl6vtioprnent and deiv~IY Q/ all ~ Foundatlon·s iI1~i"tivcs . Ono inilbrvc. 
') .ctNow',loi; a wOO-based servico Inllt Wt~ prOVide young ptOPIe wi ln irYorm~1Ion 
atId 61.ClPQrl on now !hey CIII"I t>ecomll involved In issues Of eaUW$ in !M ir 
comm..z"l~ Ih ... ! they Ne passiooate abuul 

,I , 

Imin~ 
... 'iIl an oolin(l 

T1,.. US Ad CoWlciJ 1£ a non·prot~ OfQMIi:l.aIion wh.icI"l procIucC$. O~triDLlIu and 
promOlet; pWIic: service CMl~na 00 a IIIn!)I': RI",,"-- A r_nt~. 
'FIgN: Ma.nneqJnl3lll'. too-........ .ed ()fI imprOlling yoodl civic tllliI~~nWl. IiIKl """'" 
06ItiC1pa.~. It invol'll!d televisloo and nt<lo ~ am.:! al geIIirIg yoono;; PIIOPlU 
IIIYo/veoCl in ISSU9S UlIly ""'1/ ~bo"" VQ1un19<Jrirlg a.r!d \/OIiIg (~ 
www.figklmaMl!qlinil!!Il.olg). 

'F!QCk the Vota' i$ a non·profd org8 ~ I .... tion which !ims to engBg<l young people ill 
~ politiG/Il pfoce.!..~ in the United States and dr .. ., aU"fllioo \0.1 ""~<J\1" oi ~""OrJ;:~ 
to Y01'''O powplO'!. It CQOrdilil1"~ \I\llolll "'gj,olration dflVlIII al'ld education £l1(l<1S to 
ensu r~ you"g ~ wxw<:ilG \l"I&tI rt~1 to VOle. Yo-r.ttn Cu!lUrc 10 N.mESSeClnlhe 
pocll101lon oIlls campai!JIG, ITl;lI"Iy oi "filch teal!!fe high prolk celahr~"'" iYJ..!-.g 
mlJ'"..ieton:l, actotS. athletes and COO"II\Ii.IIns. In the 2004 eleclicos. 12 niDion 
people took arf\rllfl"'Oe aI the. OfgaOl i$ .... on·" <JII ~ne IIQ\« Ifgl$nrion laciity, ana a 
Itlrttw 200.000 1¥g~1.""d M$ apart o1l11l1 RooI< the VOle Bo.r~ TOUl 3Cf01:S tic 
C(Mllry (.we www.rpc:!qha';Q.\~. 



Civ.~ol ! l["'t,; for ~"'!l~~l'\.g Cl s..d)V' ... L&s.~ov, 

Thsle is no set form 101 a submission 10 tha oommitt<ilil, Submissions may be made using 
tha fnqu/ry response form or in tl10 loon of a letter, a substoflli~1 paper Q( a short 
document and they may inck!.:ia ;,.ppendice5_ Submis~on~ may r.ontain facts, opinions, 
argtments ;""0 recomm .. ftdati!>r's for action. Th" musl u .... lut su!>missions are 10 the 
poJinl. 

'nwcllnTIlittw would plailll wntten submissions, but will also 3.cc6PI sUbmissiu!1s on 
audio tape, For writton nUbmissions, typeCl or printed teXi is proferable, though 1e~lblo 
hand-wlir.1!fl suhmi:!sions are aC<':p.ptabl,,_ Numoored page" and, lor submlsaiorul in 
excoESS 01 20 page5,;" brief summary and a table of cootents ill also h<!lpfLJI 

All ~oomissions must include th<! n;moe and contact details of the person making the 
subnission. TllOS" m~king a >:ubmission ';m behalf 1,11 ~Il "'1lani~;dion should indi:ale at 
what ilIvollhli submission has be«l authorised (ejJ sub-comm/tlli-Q, pror;~t, chair, "Ic.). 

Publ'" oH;.., .. ." may mo.k .. submissloos as privalQ individuals, How"v"r, ~ ,el"..rCffiCli is 
made in a submrssion to thoir oH;..,ial po!Imon. ~ stloukl also be made clear that Ihll 
submi<lsion is made in a priwte C8p.'1.cily. Submis~!on5 Irom government departments 
shotJd be ~u1horised in a~.corMnce with normal (\oo!partmental prncedure. 

Conlenl and re!ev~1tC>' 

A slt;lnlission m .. y cov...- Sum" Of all of the iuU<l~ rili.,,<.J~, tt,e rQ5po'1.e larm_ II woLJld be 
helpful H submissions; olearly Slated which Issues are being ador9ss~. 

TI,,,, committ{!l;r'" usual procGdurll is to publicly relaaso and labl", sLbmis.ions ill the 
LO{lizlativo Assembly, No! aJ SLlbmissioos will nec<lssarily be plJbUshcd a,dlor tabl9<J. The 
committee relleNea tM righl to n<>l puh~sh DI" I1Ihlfo conlidentilll SUbm~SIIlllS, 01' 
submissions ",,",>Ch ;,.re irr!!lavarrt, contaill scurriloLlS Of defamatory material, or;vA 
oIlw,wise nl,lt suit~b!e to!" publishing. Th'" committw will inlonn you il iI d...::i<.Jes 1)<)\ IQ 
accepl, or not to authorise the pubHcation of. your submission, 

Confil;!cntielity 
I he ~ommit1ee at1empls 10 oondl!cl ft.or inquiri<'l~ in the most open way poSSlblo. HowolICr, 
~ you be~ev", tMl your ~(Jbmksioo (or part 01 it) SOOtlfd nnl M mart" publ:':, clearly write 
'confdelltial' on witch page ilrrd, in .. bri¥1 ~"Ovwlillg I9tler, ",~ptain why yOU'" subm~sion 
shoUd be tf",at~ cooildgntlally. The commltloo will then conlolid",r your r"'l"esl fUl 
oonfldentiality. 

Unauthorised Release 

Once the conmittee receiv"~ ~ ."uhmi"""'n, il be<-nmes committee properly IInd should 
nol 00 published without thO? commit1O?""s autllOrisalfon. Publication of a I<lJom L~.~i()(\ 
W~llr.xJt th" commiUe<J's alllhorisatioo mllflllC thallhal publication is I1l,1t prul",;t9<J by 
parliamentary priviJoQC 1l1d may amOlA'lt to a contempt 01 Parliamont. 

All submission" should be sent 10 

The AeSf\arcn Director 

Lega', Con"titutimillllnd Administri'tlivi? R~view 0:>rnrnittlle 

f'lIrli~m~nt Hoosp., Gem!}f' Slre,,1 

BHISHANI:: OLD 4000 



Submission,. close on Wednesday, 30 Nov~mber 2005 

Exl9nsi)rr.; to ',e ~Josing d~le mily bII givlIn, H you need more !;me to mak .. a 
~ubm/s$ion, or ~ you roquirc further infomwMn, OOn1aot too commil1cc'~ sroretarla! on: 

Telephone: (07) 3406 7007 
Fa><: lU7) 3406 7070 
Fmal: !care@Qarliamentqld_Q9VilU 

Copies ot this paper and all athor publ~at)ons by tile Legal and Comllitulior1.:ll Commklee 
are a~llilllbte on the In:ernet 1Ii~ the commitle/J', home page ~t· 
www .M'~ament_QId.!JQv _9ulcommitTees!leqalrev_~!m 

Fmal 




