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YO'.'T vd« 

T~ aim of tnls Inquiry Is le mako pmotical recommendations to 
i'IC'l>ase th9 int9rest3nd p.lr1lclpahon of young ~Oplo 1/1 domc(:raO')l in 
Cwensl<ln<l. 

The commirlef! w",nb IOhe. hewn y<JIJ~ pvopI$. in p~l1icular, abottI: 

;; whilIls roec4C<I '" Ctueonslrll'ld: 

$ v.t. ... , , •• it! W<lI1I; 

(; iMl3t won': Qnd 

~ what yo~ W .. ,l! IQ do or 9XP9riYJlC9. 

Wo -....:>lJId "",.., . kllillO honr from an people in ~lMId....tlo tlaYC:vI 
intl!«!st in yot.IIl9 jlWpIe, ortn VOUIll< PIIiIOPIo gogaglng In CQI1\OCracy. 

To hl$YQU!o think 11Il0l', d~CUM and ,espond 10 matle<,. rete...af\l.lO 

Iho InqUIry, we "~V8 set out beklw """'e: 

,~ exam pi .. " rt tw."egies suggested 0( uiW elsowhere. 



EdUQIti<'lllllnlormatlcn 

• is Ill! job d !he EIecIond Comttn81on 0u0eI161and (EOO) 10 O!'Iturtl ,,'la! peopI& 
",n)l1UId 110!8 ill"~. To do trl l$, I/» Eeo uses ~ Md 8W!II'l'neU 
~ogr:wnG [e.g. po$tcalds,. posIe~ and ,~ visits) 

(}'j ~,~,/tKI:ECQtfo 'btNter or., diff~:~-(}!t ·b ~.JU8-<'C/OS$ 1'0 
I!l ~'~?" ': < , , ' :',' " ,' :'. ' ' , 

Ng" W, 

In 2003. EIcetior.s C8nftdII p!I~rM wirh Cable in the CIuSlOO<'II to dM.-eIop a 
r_ \IOIeI' ~ progI'tlm (Of 5ludeols, iocWny a I,;OIl!eol;l ~i,r.lIoo!r¥g ~ 
all"'l l~ I(> III ro cno;J.:9 ~ pWIic ~I::. ~en\1 on \'Iaoo !ailing 
ttsil' p;l8Ii; ..tty II1IJ dIImocra\le p!'OCG$S and ¥'J1ing 3f'O ImpoMllt. 

T1lo UM&d Kngdom E1ectorOl GommiS,Von'" 'Do Pol.~' om." 
ptOpl! involved in <iemo<:raey. It may I><! ilC:Co;,S:c'~;",;,.: 
POl ~je$' cooducl5 worbhops and ",,,,,nb<, afld." ' 
IlCr05$ the UK lor young pIIl/Pl" 

'Do 

~ AU&uali3., I1.c Youth Eleetor8lstvdy (YES) fnunn thllt,...,...., Wltnti"'lS wookI 
:;JI:ttOOlIl. " ISI vote. YOU1g pMf'Ile uid" tu break Of ~use 01 promolooaJ roe!< 
c:ooceft., "",,-old be the most $l1K\iw ~iNs, bill the,e _, also wm. J;uppurt 
!(I" !he notion UIiU i.~ .1'IOlAd not DC noocIOd' <:S 'I0\I(l0 Is a tespmsitillty 
tnat comas whIl cruzCO$~. 

~ ~ .. o., ~'j LO·c~~<:\c~r:,~c:~.~"~!J~'~'~I~'<t.~jc'=== __ _____ . 
~:1:.<:;" '.-O! .'.,!-OC _ _____ • __ _ 

- --- - .--... ~. 

- _.-,,- - --
Vo .... r.gll:tratlon 

!n AIIStia!;a. &ac:h pcF..oo rt'iU$toomplelll M lIt'I.oImMlI,..", Irl ~I'" 10 10.'''', 

o I'i)ov ~~ fhQ ECQ ·~ /I , M'Jcr foI )oon" peqp.'& 1O.1WI'1I MId b«DmtJ 
l!i reg/sfeulr1 ID VOle? . ' " , 

III some COlll1rIeS, r~istr:llio n ~ dooo b)' \he. government.so thet p&opIe ~ 
3IUIomal~)f regml!l"ed when Ihl'rY I'W'.h voting age. An inlllfnarional report by 
fle 1~!t>!.'0I IlRmccr./lCy and EllICtoral Assislanl. .... YcM/J VUl I/I P-.. ~, 
.woo-' I$ automau: r"'l/i$",.m by IlIe govemmet'll ralhCf Ih3n It OOinoa dlltyof 
""""'" p lIrs.on 10 ~ 

0 11 6'1 OOl.lnlTies eni!hIe people lO fegi61(!( ill il po!iny til:.uur' on wl""lioo <.lay, u< 

OO· I' M . 

In Canad~, El<OClion~ C~I"IQ,*, ,(lonlll .. o pcopl ~ who haYf'J lurnod tn through 
Informotlon provided by, for AXII",(II~ , loo ta~ office 000 mClor \/e~ le rt-gjster~_ 

The Unlet r:lP.t:w~1 OHicer ..-rites 10;)wW J>!'<lP~ 10 llsk Iham 10 conIirm ,hal lhioy 
are eWg 'bkr \(> 1101" ""d cunselll 10 ~'rlQ lroluc'ed in 1l>C n3tiljn.:1ll~~\cI . 



-, -' . , " 
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Polling stationll 

In Qooen3land, pol,n\) ~Iation" are usu~ Hy lor .... l&<! in ""hooI" 01' hal s and are QP ~n 
hetw~en 8am and Bpm 

J, HawC<JU1d /00 EC.Q maki!t it eMiedor yoIJ(IiJ peOpIto to,-=~t~lr ~8? 

Newi,jeas 

In rCC()nt Canadian elections. EJec\iorls Ganac!a it1lroO'Uced morc pa!s in locationS 
to whICh young people have "'""1 "CC!!..s, .'loch a~ Mar ~tudent 1e:5k1encell and 
university neighbourhoods_ 

Ir Canada. polnr>g stallons are 0PGn lor 12 houls. 

Ddegaticn9 trom the Australian !::Iectoral Commia:siOn ~nd IhG Viotolian Eleotoral 
['.<mm,,";,," oh<;erved eleotrmic voting proce5Ms at elections in the L'SA, UK 
""d Ireland betw..eo 2000 ~nd 2002. Thll d~lIIgatKm" cU ls;.Rred the different 
optioru; lIlal ilf,. aVilllabl\l, Ihllir advantagoo ind disOldvantOlglls ~nd hOO/ .,,,,,h 
option would oo~ Auslralla'3 voting systems. The delegations recommondcd 0-
voling be made avail~ble to "ert~in dll"~e~ of ~nle,~ including \J()te~ in Anlarc~C8., 
vot"rs in rem ct~ locations, voters with a disabil~y and ovefseas voters {~'le 
w "Iw.a \I\i, !J9V. aut COl] t9l1t/lM'lal/vot in gI", lilCtrooic JIIPorti"., dli'.h tm an (l 
'!!!!:ti,aoo,%,\!,auLcQ(rt.!!ntlv.11~tin~~JL!WQ.!!Mf). 

AfecBnt report of th~ Victorian Sc:rutiny nl Acl~ ~nd n~L.ialioM Committee, 
Lf;d()Mn FIfK;!ronic D/!!fTJOCracy. considered electronic voting. II recnmmended 
H'dt Vie"",i..,., .. Iectiu,," should not be ~orrduc\~d Jern<>Wiy \/la j,,\<Jr rrl<ltioJ<, a,1ll 
commurlicatiorn; technologies in thll near IUl:UfO, but IdE)mllled th .. 101k:JlVing key 
advantagos 01 remotc votinQ systems: 

"';05y OCCllSS for travellers and disabled psopte: 

l'fovitlif'9 an irJt",.ja~ tor otl)l;lr i9Chnologies ~\Xh a~ scr.,.,n r!!ad ""s. Brailie 
computers, magn~iers Of altematlve data entry systems: 

a~owir>g for tl)l;l lIasy and chGaP dlstribtJ!lon of ba~01 papli/lO; in diffliwen1 
languagos: 

instantaneous orooeS~inQ: and 

iI ! owir>g VOlllrs to access 11 widE) rangG of otiler information lVhilG coniidering 
:md Cil,Sling the~ ~ote. 



Advanoo votlng 

GUIl'fntfy 1/1 Ouwni>lamJ, H yw can't votII at your nearest ~Nng booth on Ihe da~ 
cri '" sl4It' elQC1'lon, tpooia l arr:lr'lgOmenl:l can be made lor you 10 cut your lIOIe, 
$\ICh 3Q I!)' acMlIIce WlIing in person at fIOSla! YOtin\l_ These option, e.re available 
in only .'Wf>e circumStallCe5 • lor t'xamplll, if y<.JU; will b<iI itUl'$tat9 on PDli'19 ditv; 
hao.'e a orSOIbiity; or can't voIo on ft3l day ~ 01 '~$ t)CIloIs. For tur\hoI 
iltomlllllon. SC!C 'lfN«.OOQ.Qklgpy a u 

00 .\'PiI:~~:~'~ ~ totltS-1f - ;pooid dq '''''~8t - ;m, in 
~ ,)o:; ':fDRli.!/MdVitJ: -" ..J.o '~~,::wIinoii~ j6.;~/ 8!1Y~ 
/U cdtlditJr.iti.~·to'do_s6;r..' ,:.,l .')., \):.,:.:' :,1 -: .-' /',: •. ) "' ';,':'( •• :i< , ,~ :,::"':: •• :~ '_ , 

New jdeu 

In IIIe 1IK. po!Ital vot1ng is available 10 any el9b!e VOJte. on rE'QU'eSl A pIiIf$(J I! may 
apply lor pl)Sull IK>!ing tor a poil1ico.dar elel.1iun. lor iI ~alo ~ oIliT11! 01 tof '" 
f~ electbns.. 

To taetiU\e ...omg. the stale gcMIm !Ml1l:amld deGllIM!he <by tIt" sbt .. ..ectinn 
a ptJb~ l'IOIiday or ~'" ~n ~ fOI " day otha< than a Saturday_ 

Inf~, if electronic V<lling WI;!rel0 be inlroducoo, for ewampla,. nood no! bB 
~n .. ry to hive an 'el!)C\l~ (!ay'. wilh all votes =1 Ofl lnD G<lITIe day. Vo~ng 
COUld take pl3.co, for e~ampje. over en 'election w~·. 

" \..\,(1 1,1 ~ I."'''''Y'''-_____ _ _ _ . __ _ 

CIon or 1'011$ 
Curron1t~, after a mate elect iorl ill ~alled. ~Ie have OOfW~","!i /l1'\d 7 days 10 
rclli~16f 10 Vi)!I!. 

!i) f)tJ r.?l' ~-xoong-~ ~d"ba lIi9I~_~1f~ w,.,'#:;', ~ Ki llJ ·etitiillJfMr_,*diot"j ·CA~ _ ---'.~_ .: . . .~ ~ __ -

?rot k) IM 2004 fElOeral elee1lo!1. Il'1e ~eial l.4 lniW!t Cl! RUlI/!. C,;,; AbP.lr 
propo)&O that: 

the electora l ro~ "., ~ 1o$1td to nilw V01l)r. on the day the e10Of!orl write W0u10 b\l 
ii~OI'J (Y ~ .ri.Y 11\9 O"aV lno etcotion IG nMouooed): and 

people w~nFlg !o ~1\;j "!Je "",," r 81'11o'moml details W {jiW<1 tllIroe dilys to W $(\. 

This propo--...aI did not procefJd Ill'; ~ '""'S 1101 sullxnlacl bv tne IIcn·govemmem 
pe.1ies. 

" ...L---"~J~'~'~l,~.-__ ~;<~.A~ZY~_~ __ ~ ____ . ___ _ _ 
... _-_ .. _ -_.-........ _.- - -

J 



Fbce~ electiOll day 

Ir'I O\Jeen~and, there 13 1'10 tbtOd election day 101 Slato o:octlari$. 

A fixed election day cOIJid allOw Implo~a6 cIVics OO\.Icotion courses. mock·QlG::lioflli 
and ,,!her ~r~jA(JIa" en<":ourl\()ir'!{l)'l'Jlln(] people'" ft!"\{I3.(II!men! w.tn e!ectloM to be 
planood in ~dvilnc" (,,\Ill Milnflr). For .. ~a,rnpkl, i. fixi'd ~eciion day wwld IIUIIW 
oMct educa1(lrs to plan and OOMUOI their courses In par:;!111II witll llll ~1vI.1i:>n 
campaign. 

~ lxt)OU 11lnk. /n¥)1'DVe(! cMos 6duoariotlw SWOItflwflilo mac,," fer 9(!H1~t 
1ft 1o~1I ~ to fi!t~!1mT! elidions? 

rlolw id<> .. ~ 

In Oueen:Mnd. eleehorls rot 611loc.11 l govemmen: llIJIh<ltJIe~ 010 ~/l1ekI 
-rv lw, yellr.\ fJIO "'" I.vJ SlJuld.oty in U"ICh. 

't ,ib 

N"", voting ~ylit.m 

In O\;wn&land, i iyslllm of optiooalprwf<irwolialwUnq is usOKJ. A ~ct smet !lOOU' 
'OPV' it; ava.l.~blo nam; WYftI',ocg,Qkl goV,W. 

N!I,.. 92;1. 

Append;" 0 /:(lnla"'~ a 'OIr>51!d IMrsion 01 ~ PlIPer prepared for M IrlQO.Iiry. Hands 
m ParfamMI, by *"" LeOl'.1 ... 00 Ccns.titutior>al C"mmitt~ 01 the prjIvlO\J, 
Parli'''TL""l. It pruYlde~ illur.mll"", at.vJ t our wlJl\l syslam ~d way" it might b<'I 
changoo to provl ::lo more 61Vl1~lly In canddatQ~ who might 1.>1.1 (,Ij9Cti'd. 

As ill QlJeen3land. t~e voting s)'3!em in the UK make, il vcry cltljol,l( IQr 
C'.!InM .. I .... Imm rnI~..,.. ~Iti"'~ In 0'" "!PColM. In Ma~ 2005. iIO!IIII ;,00,000 9d!00I 
siuOiol1ts in th~ UK YQt$'d in a mod<; OI1eclioo IQ co;"cid<:! wi!l\ ' hI! ()'II'Ierat elections. 
TM I!Wdent; YOIIId to(!hQ aetu ~ 1 candida~ •. Th~ result.; ~1 ",VOi'd Ihat the 
mllOOl\!ll wcm lInt3c1C4 to part)eg ..... Ch rail car.dldatoo on c:~ iHWS; for 
!!lC!Imple, ~tuaMl' ... 1\0 Id PMSIOf\3te IIbouIme BIl\Iin:or.TIont YQIO(I let me G,wn 
Pally Des.p~e failing 10 ha ve a sir"lgif: candidale ...nI/Md In the genelllt elections. 
1~1i! Groon?any ~'1IId 4$ UIII of " p<>!I"SiWl/ 349 wals nlhe:roctc ~""". 

f'mporbonlli ~tabon VO\wlQ, wInch IS useo fo' Scnruo e ieCtiON: in AU5"l1" r.~, 
rr"""""'" O"",I~ ' oppomll'liry lot mi"", f"IrliP.s to "",n Mills. "" , _ _ ,r,..., j •.. • _ ...... _ ...... ,. • ,_ , • • .• 

• 



VotiD; ag~ 

In Australia, you mvs.I 0$ 18 )'!Iiili Qti lo YOIG. TOO minimum \'OIiII<il a90 n 0lI\C( 

CJ:lUr"tI~s fallQillllrom 1510 21, 

The minimum .. gK 1:&1 bylhe 13W for other activities are liSted In Ippcftdbl B. 

tiii SJx.iiiId;tIW·~M.bj·~id,M 17 0{1& oom? :w.;;.,t:;~~" lfth~ 
UvQriiig~itiAr;;:;'~ .~~i~:k:fit!~t$;;;~' ''·'' .", "' .. 
New ;00",. .. 

IIl -Apr~ 2004. lol~. p~j on loo age 01 efo!dbfal majo.'ty. the Uni!otIO 
Ki'Igacm EII!cIOIal GOI'nm~ ~ lhat tlw minimum ayv l.". "1ewI~ 
d IAOIing in public: eledions In tIN> UI< rwmaln., 1 e YII3I'S IQf the lime 0&I/IIg. The 
UI{ E1l1Clur;d CommatOn a<Mtec:l. however, ilia! it ~ 10 UI'ICIeltalI8 a 
I!.lrUwr IomI3! revIow of !!'le mlmmum ~ aga within " turttw ,;."., 10 !le'''''' 
)'G.lI'li. 11 0fI00UIlIge<:l1l'l5 gOYM'lRlenlln ooosider initOating ..... ide! .eW.>w ollM 
D\je 01 n1aJ0<11J. 

In 2000, a rap<.Jrt en ctlanplng loclaI and !ogalllarrnJw0fk3 for)'OUng AusraliMs 
ftN'ld \!la!, da$ple somo ""eres! .... get1ing more inwlved in the" COtMIuMy Md 
In government decisoon -maklng procM5"'~, y<l(Jng peopl& we/e quite rl!liucl;tJII la 
c!aim the ril/ht and tI'lA~ ibi~ty of having the vof ... ycuny .. , than III ~lI't' 18. TIle 
majnrity [74%) of young P'QP/1I1l1l1Qlved in Ihll rll~"aroh Gala lMallhoy worn nol 
ready or ir~..,-.. sIOO In Alining 10:1'10I\l00 i'I formal ~itiool prooe~3u 3ud'1 as voting 
bill'Oflllhoy _0 18. 111011 pnronts agreed. witt111. fMjOI'ity (61%) SlIQII(!sting thAt 
)'OC.!rIQ people are not mllt.r' enClUgh and not nterested in \I'OIlnp belote thay aJll 
18. and that y<)III!I fI8OI)le uno:Ier 18 haw O!!\WI ~'~'IJIlIO conIlom ilrod conI~nd 
wilh (_ Ciusoo. F~ald and RodIa). 

Coml)lb:wy YOthg was antrodur:eo:l in 0tJeen.0\Iarul in 1914 and by Ill, 
Commorlweulll> in 192 .. , Ilesearr.h by MiIner (pub!~ ill CNit: ~ How 
InklmIed 0ifi'1'InS """~lI DetnOC'TllG)' lVa6.. Univ ... d;v Prril'$ 01 NIffl England. 
~f. 2002) n1icalea that \hg IIf'1ac! or tltroducrHJ oompulS«)' votng in 
A!atr,"!ia WiIli 10 br1r'\g al3Ol.lt a 23% ovoral! inote33e tn Y'Oting. 

f')f' ! " '·-f ·. '\ ,.,'-!./ />" «;" ",-C,JLc""'C' ~'"~.,"'", ", ~<C· ;"'"""({.· ·.i"', .""'.,'." 
n;-.tH~ I' .. ·. ::tl-l,"x.. 'T 1-1,"", C "t/.My dr/ , .. !le I"' ;Q If, ,,,· 

Educdion in ,.chools 

In ClueenslMd S<.:hooII . ~","IO ill' IIU ~ubjyd; caIOO 'CMes edooaliol'l' Of 'CIIilenslli$) 
9duc~wn'. Primaiy ano t &eond3ry ~udcnt: learn aboul demOClacy, iI'lc!u;tng 
llartJarnent gowmmoot BOO eI~j(ln3, in It I'IlJmh .... of diffl!feot subjects . St\~nts 
olso el:pelience de-mn<".I'IIr.y~! s.r::!IooI. for ~xalllpl .. tr.o.ugh o.Ioctiuns tor sdlWl 
~"'Jrld members and/or ~rX-MJIltr;,defs. 

EduC<ltion IIcout democrao:v 
Ad!1~inn"t e-O..o::ational OPl»ftYf\\I "~ ,,,t;,vanl to oomocracy tnc(\lda: 



v:sili to tM QLJecrtslund Parliament, or to ~ r~gionlll .'.!ling III IIItI QUf!~~3Il0 
P~rlloment. and eoocat inn>l l "c!ivj, ~s p ro~ided by Parliarn.o'ary Education 
Sl!rvl(;l!~: ",-rod 

t!ectc ral OO'UCation nctlVlti~ OOnclUCte!l bV IIle AlJc'!tr~~an Fledor,,1 CnowniMII'IIl, 
s.uenM~I~ 

I'<:Jr tndle .. 
• HoW'dw$'1'i!Ur Si1IIDoI ~'.M.i:s &jtciiiOn~" '". ~ 
'" How"OO<ikJ~be'lMIW~Io~""~ ", .' 

Now!!Ipo! 

In pr~~ious In qultl~s, the Logal aM CoMt~L1lionel Committee 111'0 the Legal Md 
Con.t/lu~on~1 Cammil1ees ot IIle 4 9th an d 5001 P"'rli ament~ h,.~,. mRM 
rocomme ncatan! abolll <=Iv .... , edoe.\liro in Queensland. Slm~a. 

reeomrNI.-.Mtions have beetl l'!l<1o;iw t.>y many other "'uSlliiUn bQdilS in r~ 
yellr&. ... lisl 01 som .. uI t~ . toOmmllOdallDnB Is eel 0111111 apparldilc C. 

Im i'r"c,j"O!IS '" 
• ..,oIe ..,.~ 01 W~!oWll ... ...waIia po ovding 

~ a r .. ;,o.,,- Some pmgrilRlll at, $peciflc III ~IlOIJS 

... Cflllc$ aM C~jmll$~p E~81tOn webslte ( ..... hich II'ICOrpoI~I"~ a pr""""" 
'Dl!ioo""NlC Uemocracyweb .• itB) Is wwwciyio:;sanOCjtjzenshl!; M U ;Iy. 

'Kid! "oIJ~ USA' ;,. .. mlliQnal non·proln, non-partltan Qrg.1l\I$3tlon 1hat teacll ~s 
slllJvr\\¥ iibout c~izel1llh lc. cMc rctpanslbi-ity, demooracy anti POt/lCal 
(la l'llCiP31ion. Tog.ctller "1.(1"1 CIr!.M IOOm &cliviI ..... . ~1uci.."t1 MII ptl)vine<1 with !In 

opportunity IOUlst " 'Kilts Voting' b~1loI on ~iof>day, afld Uury VOl. .. on 110 .. 
~ ClIl"\didiltes and 5SUli'~ .. " atJuh. In 200-01, I .:) mU110n 5tUC$I"I\S tumoi;l out to 
\>01, fCol V,.,.;Klemial. local and $181" ColnClmICfl. J\rCQ.1I wi1ll 3 Kktl Votll!J USA 
program have sh.0'I'I(X\ a woog ralll t(){ (l:(Iisterad 18 yMI okl~ ""'o::h i. 14% 
nlg'ler thanklf Mn-p~rtit:;j"lIItirl!l aff:"5 . S"", www.Idds.otillQUsa.<){gl. 

('00 
, 

• 



slude!1ts w~h practice ballots which ha~e I~ks 10 camlieate bPDglaphies and oIMr 
rIIsourc9<l. About 35,000 students participated durtrg lh!l2004 prBsidBnti~1 
Gleclions. 

'feens N2 Politics' is a US-based website which offers ymlllg pwplg an 
opportunrty to parti:llpate 111 discussion forums on topics such as the economy, 
foreig(1 palic~, ~!'lrlll paltlicll! issues, animals Md the !!rl'Jironmenl. Provision i:l 
,,!so made foc young people 10 contribute to discus.ions under the bar.nerof 'feft 
wing chat' and 'right wIog cornar'. SlIa 1'&W .. t~~.?!{!I~. 

~ j...~I>'<=- (V,,>Y.t 

Political parties 

The 2004 YOUflg Australian ul the Year, Hugh E~an", has i<UgyQSloo Ihat)"XKlg 
paopl!llool shut ou! of mainstream party po~tlcs. 

Th .. lorrnllr Ql'~llSlarJd Stat ... Youth Advisory Coundl taki Ihg cornmittgll that thll 
IsSIIOS addressed by pol~,t:nt parties, panicularly at cill(ltion time. arc dominated by 
tho:se rele~~nt 10 older people and our ag"'''9 populMion 

", .. "' ,""".' •. '· .. ",.1·,<-, ,'. !W.". '" '.". __ .' .,.,. , ,.,!j'.,.,. ,'; ." "., ... ",,'1,, '. !l ~.,.1'- ",f!i\'k ..•. '"' i>i#'ffRj. , .. ,~,.::_". ·"··'~i,~·;'~j]qOptd:.'·,;.fiIlii~@I",',eiifatr-
" .?r ,~·"".,,<i. '" ,., ,'i ,,:,·.wr':tj, '."; '.{O"';'-"';:',.' ,," . ':"'?""'<;>':;"'-~',,:.;',':,,&.,. ,-/", 

N"w irll!'!l\s 

or Arindno Women, o.leclUrel at lt1e Universrty ot Sydney, rese(\rchc~ you~g 
people!llld pol~ic,._ She wr~~.'; that. 'Th~ One area nl participalion that l~m~m3 
low for young people, and indeed lor mQ~t Austraians, is membership of jXJlitical 
p,utiIlS. Aathlll thal1lab'WUing party roomtJarshlp dllCtlna as apat.~v, _ ooght lu 
sec hoW unapp~aling political panies have become And rt [~ up to parties to 
involve a new 9!!nP-,atinn_ Th'I" mi(j"lt not M by way rI: lormal mp.mb-er!.hip: 
instead, parli(l$ might CDl15Ult you'-19 peof.'le on i~sws [";evan! 10 their live5' (see 
Vrormml. 

In Ih~ US. a Mtionwirle .'!tudy of youth attitLrl<ls IOL/M Ihal young pea:>!!.' were 
active'in their communities but not ~oo-::errlOil'd about politics. A5 a~ ourorT1€ 0/ 
that stuuy, a stratllllY adopioo to rg·eOOnGct vou1h to oomocracy is Iba!, w'iny 
electlen campai<jnn. thc mcdio, offor youlh-mooc-rntcd candidate debates (see 
NatloMlI As~odaliDn 01 S~crel"ries 01 State). 



PolI!ielarlS 

Many ros(;arch studies in Australia and n ternatiOOally reve~ that young people nm 
cynical about the h<!h"vi,.,tJr r;f rofilici~M 

la HOw can polil!ciaN therMe~S mslore tha fllifhaf ycullg people 11 
.~ 

New Idea,. 

Dr Arjadna Women says that peltiOiana only con,ideryoung peopla wh~n tho~ 
present a problem; th1lt ynllng fl""lfll" t""rt In h<! t"lk~rt ~bnut rathllr thM talked 
wi<h; and that yoor>g people's perspect;""" are rarely incWed in public t\o!It;..,t". 
Dr Vrormffi suggests that what is rreeded is dmcl ~vi<Je""" ul young pwp""s 
axperlWlcoo ~nd arguments based on ~lJCh eVldanoo ($00 Vromoo]. 

In the United States, GeM-M and thl'! United KingOOm, where \/OtnO iMl 
compul.,,'Y, it has been ~hown that contact Wl'th po~t~al r~rtie~ MM r.andi<latet i~ 
an inportanl "'Mllen! of '!l"t-uL.II-lllll-wlw' SIH<1Ilgi..s. Fulbwing 1110' 2001 8r~ish 
gall/ral ~llIClion, Iha UK Electoral Commission identified a lac~ ot canv~ssin!l boy 
politicians as a 1ikely reason for dlssatislaction (and low turnout) amono f~s~'~mc 
voter~_ 

". 0" ki';" "'M:, "·"ccl<L',., 11),,0-, 

B~inghoord 

·"x·"'/··" r ' ,,'I.c_. 

While young people mey bl'l turned oti poIilic., ~~ it clI'rl'lntly opl'lmle~. many 
~tlld;es and surveys have Iol.!fld that )'Clung people are very interested;f] political 
issu",. rnportant to th..m. Too challllng" for gov"rnmijf]ts is to engagll with ym.('\1 
people, and tho firm thine that )'{llJl1C people Gay is that they wanllO be Mard. 

Pt! Ha.V9 you used any of lfre government opporfl)f1/(ies la voiCfJ your opinions 
1;( <1bo1ll iG!;ucs? How effectIVe WII;! It? 



, Rr.9111(u hnr 
t~~~ __ r,~n:'.J;I.."£!:!l'·==--'-= 

t'!2wJgGaS 
Ir1 Western AuilraEa., lh'" Civics and Crul'im$hip Unil in th'" o..pcrtm6ll\ of Premier 
;!/ld Cabinet atns to enhanoo democraoy in lhat Slale lhrough civics ooucation 
and the promotion ot lII1 .!I.C'IiII<! oitizenry. The goal ~ .!I. oOlTrnunit)i ..mere all 
WMtem Australians arv valued as c~izims, wherathey play a signifrnnt role in 
ovttinil poIic~ priorilillS and where !My Mlp shape thll naturll of thllir soc;..ty (see: 
\/IWW.cit ilcnSCiloo,w.. goy.ayD. 

Dr Ariadne Yromen Sl1Qgesli that, 'YOOIly people have a broad range of 
l!C<>llOIl1ic, soc;al, and polklcal a)(perlooc9s' and \hat Via fHllld 10 'crwtIJ indLlSiw 
forms at \jOV(Imanco that recognise illI<t build upon different W(if,l of making 
OonvnlXliti~. Those in power n"",d to I",IM 10 young people more, and you~g 
people's diverse views and experiences need to be ~r1iculated in the media' ('lee 
Yrom\!r1). 

~ .. cJu ;1 L~ii 11!!~· 

Newide~, 

In 2003, 1hc Commission lor Children and Young People WM invil()(J to participate 
in.!l. oommitt~ for 1t1~ developmMt 01 a sporb Md recreation tllCifily:or your.g 
POOP"' on Palm Island ir> North QU\'flnsland. The Commiss ion under,ned ttv. 
imporla,...,.. (;11 U)(I cummittee asking)'Ollfl9 people what they want~d. Th8 issue 
for thll Commls~ion was not so much "how do we Involve aflfldr~n In th~ building 
of rh!3 fQO'tily"bUl ",ther '1101>' 00 we g et the f<tOiliry the chilclf.;n ....,nt?". 

In 2003. in Parramatla in S)'dney. a Youth J~ presented ~ people with 
r--actical QppurtunililOS IQ !earn and discuss tho.! <Jiv",,... int~ .. ~ls i<Cld concerns 01 a 
",idil Vilr'CiIty Qf 'IOUng people across the Parramana region. Pa:rticlpa1ts :earnOJu 
about t~;lmwork. neootiation 3kills and the powcrs 01 governmont. This enabled 
them 10 fonn real~lfc recolTlmerld1l.Iions ID support lhtl need3 of the coUective 
y,,)lIth of Parramatla. 

Th~ aim of th" Youth Jlrywas to aS5kt with hrirlging r~ial ;r>IDI~r"nc!! and 
c:Jltl.llal d",ers~y .. rnong yO""9 pm>pl~ 01 Parram .. tt ... 

The roccmmendatioo. 01 Uw Youth Ju'Y woor .. ainwd at k8Y government and 
(;()I'1lmunity organisations 01 Parramatta. 



Taking action 
Young I)lIOplll want to ba activiily invdviid in dW1OG'a~y. Voting at ",Ieclion~ i~ only 
one way of ooing ~voNccl in a domocmtiC society. 

o WhiChcft/1C fDllow/ng Ilc:lMlies have you carrfqd out, cirwOI.J/d jl)l,I/iketo~ny 
1ft nut? . , 

Activity 

VolI ... ,~r'rl9 

Irm;"ti "ll Ol pa~i~ting in a Ioo2l youth proj ~ot 

Irlilj~!ir>g o. signing a petiUon 

Ttlking P/Ort ill tI slrtke 

a~ng a Il1Qmb; r of, pol 1lcl.1 fI'll1y 

fl" ino ' . ""'mbo, of aIr";" ur"lioc1 

~()i~~ n momMr of ~ ~udCl\I tjOion 

aeing a ,"",m~ r 01 ~ non-go""IH",,,,,1 
OI'!lan~1iOO wtliCM IObtllcs gO-'K'mmon! (o.~. The 

W~",,,_, !lI,d,,'y, """"""1 ~)/"""'t;onoI , 

G~~") 

Coolllcting 11 politician 0/ local government 
(ourdlor 

part;c;p;l~nQ '" 0. Youlh Pa~iamonl 

aeing irwolwu in" Youth Coorx;. 

(leing in.ol.ed in an org~ni~lIlion which seeks to 
'op,......,' U", ""ws of ~"u"y ~opf~ l~-~- Y"""'U 
Australian M<ral MlllyOrI(j 

~lfo"mtliun; 

OPPDrlUil~iCS to activelY er<gage In democracy; 

M ;""1\ ,,~t what ....... n be ~chiev!<d re~I;~tically; 

SPiCliS in whi<;h to meet and dis~u"s; am] 

access m the trltemet, photocopiers, etc, 

1f"1II ~one Would Mite 10 
(.; 0") do fI enl 

"" n 
!2l 0 
[i,; (':J 

R El 

E G 
i3d - 8 
0 0 
0 L:l 

B 

C'. '" 
D 0 
n ill 
G 0 

What assistance or 9f1COurag9mf)(11 do yoo nlJ9d from go'Iemmen/ to take 
llcti0ll8bollllhe iS81leS you feel passionme about? 

New id""", 

B~1banc City Cooncil hns dcveloped 'V:sit)/C Ink', a W9csit9 w~k:h ~I!OI'l'" ywrtg 
people to h~v~ ~ say " the (;ouncll's pmIJrams. The wcooi!O comalns n formatior 
about"r'ow )'O'"'D p<?<>Il " '''In h;!\!," th~ir "'y, 'went~ ior yQlXIIJ people, Inks to 



resources and a ferum through which young peopfe can O!!~prl!$!Ili1eir opinions. 
ThO!! Coundl has also provided PJIl9 people with areas around Sri5baoe where 
!hey can COlO", k.lyelh<.>r to meljj and organi~e actilliies and prOJIlCIs of Inlllrllst 10 
Ih&m. Tnese areas am acceS(liblo to young people and well resouroed (~ 
'tNfW Visible-ink.om!). 

The Vi<.-iorlan GovsmmQnt produced a handbook foryounQ people on how they 
can oreate chango in their oommooity. The hendboo,~ provides sU!me3tiOns on 
how young peoplO!! can 9111 "ch"l! on a projecllhey feel passlooall! aboot. and how 
!hey can implement that project (sw "",,,,,.yooth.yic.gov aldpdWfYPSp.ooq.D!lfl. 

The Foundation for Young Australians is a non-profit organisation dedicated 10 
d6ve/oping iI'Inovative initiallvO!!:S that 3Upport ~nd "rT1fl'lW"r~g people a~ 12 
la 25. The FollTldation pmvidlls seed-funding for ideas, proac~vely see~ (:0' 
funding to support initia~ves and h~lp,. th9 rvcipi&JJti: ~trudl..ir9 thoollwlws to 
insuril long-loon sustalnablllty. EaCh )'Car. the FOU'l<W.lioo m(l[1(lgos (I portfofio of 
grants totoling abolit $6 million. At least 25% ollot!l.l grant funding is dedicated 10 
i"litiativM sjJI'!CHica~y df!slgne<:! to benefit young Indigenous Austra~ans (598 
www.J"?lInQayslra~anS.0f9). 

~---------------------

_._----- -----------

Nowidc® 

ThoI Yoo..th EI""toral Studv (YES) found that parents are rQQardlld QV VOlXKl 
Piloplo as tha m®t important source of informmiOll oboUl voling. Tcicw.Jon and 
newspapers are the neKl most impmlllnL however)'C1..II\<;l people vi6o/l these latter 
30urce~ with 1IOITl0!! ~"pjicism 

~--

f2 Whar role oari non .governmem townd!!.tioos or cootmunily Of'JamSiJfions play 
I~' irJ gettiflf) young plUIflfe. NOli"" and involved wilh Mmocr~cy? 

New ideas 

T"IC InOp~c ~ound"tion (~,,~ W."W.iMpi'~.ma. ~ IJ) "" ""tio",,1 "",,·profit 
fcurnlillinn ""'ich "im~ to creElte OPPO~",'~ilOS lor yO Uo"lg Austr«li<\ns, priocipany 
ayed ootWWWIl 16 arld 25, to help toomslllV05 and otoors. Thll Foundatkm 
a<:k.nowtedgoo that young peaplo W~n: 10 ma~o a positive c;Ucrcnco in their own 



li\03& and In their COOiITH'lities, Young people are acti\iely iI1votved i1 too 
devetopment and deiveryot atl the Foundation's initistlves, one initiati(O, 
'ActNow', is " web-based service that will provide fOO19 people with inf:>t'TT><\tion 
aoj s~pport ell' huw th., .. ",an bocoma invo!vild i1 issua. or cau~es;n ~ir 
oommunitythat they ~ro passionato about, 

Vi:leWire Youth Ser.rices is a volunteer-based, non-profit youth media."rl trainir;g 
olQanisalioo which ~'ol'id"s YOI.mg peoplOl ag~ bl;'tWI;'"n t Sand 30 wit, an on~t1€> 
Forum tnrough which tnov oan accnss infmm(ltion on a tafl(JC of topictl, particlpat& 
in disouSSKlns with other younC people Md become invo/lied in me exohafIQEI of 
infom1~tion with othe' young people (see """"'_lIibewirf~tJ Rec~t initi.!lbve~ 
include 'ekl<:liQn T ,ackee' (s ..... www ... lection!.acl<i. ,n~!/y\l) whid1 s!?n! )'OllIlg 
paopJtl out on Ih(l campaign !raIl as mportefS m tM2004 Fooilral &18Ction. ThilsiI 
reports wore lI1ili&9d by six radio stations, SBS and ABC nows. 

The US Ad Coord i~ a non-prof~ orgllnlseHon which produce~, rli.,I,ibule~ and 
promoles public SI1I'1;";" campaigns all ... 'al'!l!! of il;~u!!s. A r"<'en! ",,",paign, 
'fight Manngquintsm·, lOCUSSGCl on rnproy\ng youm CIVic imgagwmllfll ~Cl '/01." 
participation. It iwolvod teleVision and radio ads aimed at OCUi!;g YOIJOg people 
inl'Olved In issue:! they care about, voIunt~er~g and voting {see 
www_tight"", M ~g' 'in "sm. nr<)) 

'Rock the Vot,,' is a non-profit O<Q~nilla1ion which aims 10 I;'ng~!J'I young ~I! in 
th9 poHtlcal process In the un~ed StJ.les and draw Mention to ~SlltlS 01 ocmc&m 
te 1'0000 people, It ooordinates voter rOl,llstrallOn drives arKI education efforts 10 
~n~ure young pe<!ple ""err';.'" the .. right to vole_ youth cu~ure is hlime~sed in the 
pnmlOtion of its campaigns, many ot which FeatlWe high >,"otlie celehrili~~ including 
musicians, aclors, al11let&s arK! cOrrwdiilnS. ~ the 2004 el!!ctiurls, t.2 mil ion 
p(loplc took aWlintliQC of the organisation'n onlino voter rOSlistration lacillty, and ~ 
turther 200,000 reQiElerMl M .!Ipllrt ef the flock tile Vot~ I3us Tour across thc 
COUl1try (~ ~e WWil/. ,,,,,kihevo!e,cnm\ 



Gjl,dcle~[~ few YI<_oici,"'0 a ~L< il~.<L"sLcw_ 

Tl1o!!re is l1O.!et form tor ~ submi~~ to tha cc.mmltlee_ Submi.~iollS ma~ be made usi~g 
the inquiry f@spons ... loonor.,th ... lorm ri .. I"lt...-, a sub~l.alltl;al paper or a short 
document and they may Include appendices. SUtMl1fssions may contain facts, opillions, 
arguments and recommenda.tions for action. The mo31 useful submissions ere to rh<:! 
poin!. 

The cctT1mittel'! would prefer written submissior1s, btrt wiW also aocept .'Iubm;"sioos on 
audio t~. For wr~ten sLJbinjs~iof1s,_ ty~ or printw le>;! is pn.'er;ili'e, thoLlgh leg;tI~ 
hand·wr1119n submlssfons are aooeptable. Numbered page.s and. lor sLJbrni&sions in 
OJ(cess of 20 pages, a Oriel summary and!l. table 01 oontents i9 aleo helpful. 

AA submtssions must iflelude the noma and contact details of !he person maKing lh9 
submission. Those making ~ ~ubmiMion on beM~ ot an otgMiSlltion shOUld indicate at 
whatle\lellhe submissk>n has been autha-ised (eg sLJb..committee, prasid'-"/:, cMlIir, etc.). 

Publ;:: office,... may make submissions ~s pr'\late indMduat<!_ f-lnweVl'!r. ~ reter~noe ia 
made in a submis:>ion 10 th,* ollicial position, it SllOUld also be made clearthllt the 
~lJllmis"'HJn iG m<td", in il pri\l31Q c.apacHy. SubmiSSions from yov\lmmanl dep .. rtrTl<i'~ts 
should be authorised in accordancc with 1I0rmal oopartmental prooeaure. 

COlllenl ~nd relevanoe 
A submission mlly cover some or a; of the issues r~ised in the respon~e IOrm, It woutd tlo 
helpliJ ~ submissions clearly staled whictt issues are being addressed. 

The onmmim.e'.~ usual rroc:~re is 10 publicly r~leM'" and t~hIe ~uhmi.'l" ions in the 
L~isl"tiv" As""mbly. Nul an submi~sicns will nacaiisarily be published and/or t6bled The 
commlt1oe ffiSeNeS the right 10 not publiSh or T3.Dle confidential Gubmissiooi, ur 
submis::iO!1:: which are irreJe.~anl, oontain scurrilous or defamatory mnlerial. or are 
otherwise not ,.uilable for puhlisl1ing_ The cornmiH"'" wil intM'Tl)'OU it il decicte~ not to 
accepl, or nol to aufhori5¥ lhe publi:;ation of, your ~ubl1lission_ 

Confidentiality 

Th~ cornmltloo <tnemplS 10 conOUC11iS mquj(les in IM moot OPllll way posslblll. H<J"'wv~r, 
N you bQJie\le that )'Our slbminsion (or pan of ~) shollld not be made public, c!aaliy Writll 
'conlidel1fi~r on eBch page 1I11<t in a bri~t covering I~tler, explain wrly your subminsion 
shnuki 00 ImalM cnnf;clentill~y_ The cOOlmiHee ",illhen con~irl ~r your request for 
coofidWltia",y. 

Una~thorliltd RelQallO 

OnCQ Ill!! commine-a rooelves a submission, 11 bcoomes comm!t1QII pro~lIIrty <tod shoLJId 
nor be pub~shed w~hout Ihe commrttee'~ authori~atlon. l-'ub:iC~lion 01 a aubmissiOO 
'Nitho"t too commi!lee'~ ;'Jlilhnrjsation means!h~ Ihlll pllblirA'\li<><> i~ nol protect~d by 
parlia-nent3ry priv~"9~ and may amount to a ""flt",npt 0/ Parlianwn1. 

All submissions Should bo senllo 

Tho Rcsourch Direotor 

L9Qal, COI"Istitutlonni und /\dmilliSlralivc Rcl'icW Commi!lC{) 

Parliam0l11 Hlluse, Georgo Stroot 

BRISBANE OLD 4000 



Submissions clOse on WednesdllY, 30 November 2005 
Extensi:ln~ to the dosing d~tll may be given. If you ""~ more lime to mtlke a 
subiniSjion, or l you r~ir'" furtll~r inf~'m~ti<X1, c'ontac! tilt! o;ammit!ee's secretariat 00: 

Telephone: (07) 3406 7307 
Fa>;: (or) 3t.OO 7070 
Emul : kmro'll Darliamertl,gld,QOY All 

Cq:Jies 01 this paP'l' and a~ olhe, pub li<:"loo£ by lhe LI1jJal and Coo~titutioo .. 1 Comnil:tee 
ani available 011 the Internet via tI1e oornmfttoo's home page at: 
)'fflW .DO,JJomcnl.cld aoy BWc0mmjttoos/!e9ilirev hIm 

Name: , .... , ................ "',, .... . 

Age {op\lonal]: ...... "" ...... .. 

AdctO&S: "'" .............. "., ..... . 

Cont;JCi (0. \1. phone number)' .. ,. 

Email: .......... "", ... 




