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RESPONSE FORM 

rn. l<>tt'1\ can bQ use" to ~ond your VlCw.. 10 \hO oom"1lt!(!(!. Pia",," &end ~ 10: 

n.. Reseord11Xrda.-
~, Cor<;Of1.AIOt"IIII aM Mm;,,;,,""~V" HO_ CommiN. 
P~~IHou," 

Gw,!I<' stroet 
,""OJ .. ,,,, CJ~ <000 

Or lax ~ ",' QT ~ 7070 
Or """' ~ "to; [OI!rp@""ridm wi gldgoy." 

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE 
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND 

-------- ------



The aim 0/ this inquory 13 to make pr~clir.1I1 recommMMlloM 10 

ncmase the inloro31 and partieipBtion 01 yoo ng people in d ~m=""y in 
Qt!flIli:land. 

T", eorrmitloo w ;on\$ 10 hO\f;U born ycunl< pvopi'. In (qrtEtb.r. ~LJ.: 

-~ """'113 11C~ In Q"""""''''",I; 
~ what will work; 

:J, wM! won·!; and 

,~ what yw wtnt to do or oxpcricnco. 

Wv would aloo lJ(e la hlXlr "om al people fl Oueom!JIano who h!Jve!ln 
~1lv"'SI in yo~g P90P1e. 01' i"l yoIrIg poc~ (t1lOQQ:lI"lg ln democracy. 

To he/p-,ou to lIlink al)out, diiCUU omd ... :;;pono.J to man .. s r~t to 
!tIo inttuWV. _ ha'l'l ~ out below wow: 

,~ [$SUC~; and 

~~; BXam ple$ cl sl ralag "'~ s ll!J9l'sl<>d or Ir ivd ~!\; ewhg rg. 



Edu~ilUo;mllnlormatlon 

HiS llla /Ob of the ElootoroJ Commissioo Queensland (1:000) to ensure IMl people 
enrol and ~o!e el ... lection!l. To do this, the ECO U5es e-du:::ation and awa~n!'M 
programs (e_9_ postcams, poswrs and .d1<KJ1 ~i~its). 

~ Wha:! ;qj(fk/ Ihef'CQdo,teffe( <Jt:diHliffifllfi/O gf/t. i/io 1IWS;l~" ilCIWS tr:t 
I!I young~? _', _ ' 

Ngw_Id~;lS_ 

In 2003, Elec&.ns Canada pa,llll""d WiUl C~bl" in the CI .. ~sr""r!llo develop a 
new voWr "';u:;alioo DfOQlam for slUdont&. Including a contest challonginQ pooplll 
aged 1 ~ to 18 to oreate 3O-S000ru;l public service announcomcnts on video to1li1\ll 
their poors why the democratic process and voting are importMt. 

The United Kingdom Bectoral Commission's 'Do Polilics' aims to 96\ young 
people iElvolv...J in dwmocracy. It may ba accasSV<J at: wy/v!!.dooolitfcj,CQ.uK. 'Do 
PoI~ics' conducts wor1o:$hops and events, and plollidos rcsouroos and lraining 
aoross the UK lor young people. 

In Australia, lhe Yooih Elec:loral Study (YES) found that some ircentilie5 would 
<J:ttract a firs! vote. Yuung peooplo ,"aid a la>; bTl/ak or thll US6 of prornownai roe!<. 
concgrts would be tM most effective incentfvos. but thore was aloo som~ support 
foe the notion tllat incootivlIS sholJld not M nee~ as votillQ ~ II responsibdily 
that comet will1 r.Ui7enship, { 

" rye l- (1(101 fVlccia.t5 

Voler reglstrlltion 

In Auslralia, """h per50n mllst <Xlmplet~ an erJ(oiment form to register 10 vote_ 

~ How OOfJldlhll, EGD malo! it fflI.'~ fry ynllng fX"'i'i.-!,tn flnmJ "nrl b.<lalnt~ 
1£1. IT!f)i.o;I,,redto vore? - , 

New id .. a~ 

In some countries, r"gi~tr"tion i~ done hy tile g<:lIle'JYnent so that peopl~ 1\re 
I\IJlnmatical1y regist~red wlwn lI",y r~ii.~11 vuling aye. An .,ternmiondt ,eporlLJy 
thoIlnsl~uru for Dlimocracy al1d El9clOlal Astlstanca, YOUlh VOIl~r Participation, 
suggests automntic rcgl$t'Q~on by the !;lOvemment rather than It beinll a duty of 
each peraon to enrol 

O~w,- courrlries ellOlblg pwplw to mqi&ter at a poIing sta\!on on 91ocl1on day, or 
on--lin~. ' 

tn lAIMdl!, Ue.l,CX"IS C;ffil\d~ identities iX'OP1e who have turned 18 t~r'x.g, 
inleo-malioo prolli<kd uy, Ior ex"mpl .. , th~ tax olfice and mO:ur vehicle ,egisl~rs, 
Th .. Chi..,' EloclOral Oftic9f writes 10 L'l9se people to aSK tMm to cont~", that thay 
arc eligitM to vote al"(l con~onl to bell1g irx.:luded III the natlonat reOlSler. 



Polling mllon$ 
In Qoocnsland. polUng st3tions nroliSlJ.')lIy located ill schoolll or haWs and ~re opoo 
!)etwoon Barn and 6pm. 

A How.CCUId,Ih9 ECQ make it easier fOf-¥aungpropl& to -ca.slthclr vote? 

New id~a3 

Irl rac~1 Canadian ol<ilCllon~, Eloctlons Canada intradlJCoo maro poIf5 n iocotlions 
10 whicn YOUO!J pcOplo nail<) cosy accoss, SlJCh aG near student resldeoc<iltl lmd 
uni~ersity neighbotJltloods, 

In Canada, polling statiorlS are Dp€<l Ior 12 hours_ 

"re ,It. 

"'coont mpon 01 the Victorian Scrutiny of Acto and Rcoulations CommItto9, 
Vd",;an Hedmn,,, Dl!m""","Y, ''''n~n.vll<"l ~I""'r""ic yo!ir1~. U rcoom:ncndod 
that Vjdmi~n ~ lections should not b~ condlJ8ied rnmctely via inlormation and 
cOOYT1un " atws technologies 01 the near future. bt.ll o.ntifjed the \o~owin!J k"y 
ddva"tages 01 rgrno~ valing sYl:tllmS; 

9ilsy acc«s~ lor trawll./!. ~Ild dis~bl<'d people; 

providing 1111 inlerface for othe, technologies soch as -"creen rMOO"",, Brai~e 
compul.....", m .. g'~f .. rs or a~emative data «ntry systBm~; 

allowing for tlw ~asy wnd ctt«"'P distributioll 01 b"not papers in differ",n! 
/Qngua~t)s; 

~l~l.ant~n""us processi<lg; and 

alklwing vut",~ 10 aCc".s a wi<J~ ra"g~ of otlwr ",Iormation wh:l~ considering 
and cas!lng tMlr vOle. 

, 

'" __ 2!:L,_L--,_>:;k~ ,J/<;,~ [11:Jj. ___ .JL/:L-f --"~_LL0--.' C /.~ -"I( 



Advance'lOtlng 

Currently in Queen.sJMld,!I you can't vote at your ~a.r",$t po~ing booth 0!1 the day 
01 a slat\! I.!lediO!1, sp;;ICial arranj:j9m9nli can ba made for yeJU to cast your Vot9, 
sudl as bV aavancc votmg in person or postal voting. These optiona are available 
in only ~ome circumslanr;e~ - for ex~mp"', ff you: wi~ be interstate on po~i:lg day; 
h"l!e a disabH1ty; or catl't vote 00 that day ~use uf reiigi<.>U5 iJeli ... fs. For fUfth~r 
information, !lOO .1!')I"N..OO.!lcQld.90Y,.l\J. 

ClQYPtl~~~'~~, Wi:xJla' vOtij~lIIey,qOiiIdl;iqS9,Jilt!#IY'iime in A 1'I(;i:;WCCk' ;'li.iIidiiig 'w' ',to~: (iiI,''ei9aiJijn" 1YitJioi.ii"MViiiQ'; iO:'_;',;My:, special 
• ~todb'so?," "';'>.'::j " - '0<" :',\<,:-,_, :~" t-<:: 

Np.w irleas 

I~ 1110 UK. postal voting is available to any eligible voter 00 requellt A person may 
apply for po~tal voting for a pan ... .uJar /!Ioclion, for a C9rt~in pl'lriod of tine or tor "U 
fdure elt'GIiun", 

To f«!:~rtat9 voting, the state government could dootare the day of a Sl3.te elootlon 
a public holiday or schedule an eloo~on for a day other ltJan e Saturday. 

In futur/!, if /!lectronic vo1ing were to be introduced, IOf e.:ample. ~ need not be 
necessary to hav .. an 'eloctiol\ day', wi!h all val",,,, cast 011 Ill", "'iI/TI'" day. Votiny 
could la~1iI placliI, tor OIXamp(e, OY9r an 'election week', 

~ ~> p f'"(bi d! 

·_--_._-

Close 01 .... 11 .. 

Curren1ly, al19r a Etate election is called, poople have ootwccn.5 and 7 days to 
regtster to vote. 

~ D(lYpU. f~,lf!k·Y9UngpeoplcOOiJJiJbCdit;advrUit~}i,Jbaro,w;;t; !liJ,~ity 
H' to-<mrQf$OfMeJecliOOJscefJ.IJj:!',':· _ "-:'. -, --' 

New KfmM 

Priur to th9 200~ federal election, the Speoial Minister of State. Eric: Abell 
pr(lPQsed that 

the "loclor~1 ro. be closed to oow voters on the day the ~~Iion writs wolllcl be 
;,;,ued (usually tilOi <.lay t~", .. Ioclion is annOurJCid); and 

people wisllinQ 10 change their enrolment details be !Jiven three dllY~ to (fo so. 

His proposal did not proceed as ~ WU~ nOI suppor1ed by the non-government 
pMios. 

'--
._---_ .. - ----- --_ .. -

J 



Fixed election ~y 
In QUlllIf1sland, tl1am Is no llKOO election day for statlll!l<octions, 

A fixid alllC:ion day could allow improved clvlcll GdiJcatiOfl cour~es, mock-lIlections 
and other Strnl(1Qies enoouragir'lg young people's engagement with elections to!i9 
plarmM in edllance (see Miner), For example, a fixerl el!'dion day wm.id alow 
civic> lIo:kJco.\o(~ to pl;on ,,,,cl comj<.l<:t th"ir "" .. m;es in parallel with an e!ectoo 
campaign. 

W 00 YQlJthlnk improved aMct; educallOn}$ a WQrthWhilllrea:;<x,fcr gwemmffit 
{(t, 10 oonsidera Change rO,fixedterm eleati0n8? ' 

New ideM 

In Qooensland, elections for an Iooal Qovemment authorlti9s ilf", g ... ner~ ly illlid 
~rv toor years on the last Saturday in March. 

\: V'C 

New lIoting system 
In Qooensland, a sys\em cl optional preierentiai voting i~ us",c. A mcl MM! about 
'OPV is ijvaiabl .. from: www.I;ICQ,g1d.~, 

Do yoo Ihln« yo<i,g JX!9P!'" wwld}w_. likely IQ vola if Ihe lfoli"O" s)I$lein 
was chang'et;l $0 tti3r ca.ndfdatG$,ninnli!g on oortain ~~ 01 pOirlhiiar Inli.resl 
l()yoot1g, pbopte:"wero -mQ(elfkqly' 16 'gol'iJJcctQd-311fI flaw a voic~ In 
{i.!dilUrli'Jfll?" - ',', ' '-

flew 'peas 

Appendix D containo Q roviccd Ycr<>icn of El paper propo.rod for 3n inquiry, I-I=d~ 
U1 I-'mliament. by the Lelllllllnd Con3(itl!tlOnal COmmil;!cc or the prel'ious 
PariamMt, I1 pr0l0'ide5 information ~boul nm vnflng ~y!rt~m IInd ways it might bQ 
chang~ \0 provide more diwrsily io ca~didat"'s who migtt be el ..... t .. rl_ 

As L, Queensland. the voting system tt11!1(l UK maK8Il ~ "",ry d~i;ull lor 
coodidate~ from mlllor parties to 11131 electeo. In May 2005. some 500,00D school 
~ilKlEml~ in the UK vnted in" mOC"..k elecuoo \0 coincide with the ~eneral eicctions. 
The students volW tor Ill .. actual candidates_ The result5 ~hnwoo Ih~t thE. 
E:ucents wer~ al1ractw tQ part .... ~ wh <:h r~n ~~r><.ldates (>1 certain issoos; for 
el(3mple, students whO rek passionate abouT the anvTranlOOll1 \IQ~!!d fQ[ th~ G",'~n 
t-'Brty. LJespile fa~in~ ta have II.lIil1l1le candidate returned in the general (llootlons, 
tM~ Gre<!!~ Party secured 4'3 out cA a possible 349 AA"Is in Ih~ mocx election, 

PraporTlonal representation vatlng, whl(lh Is usoo for S~~ate electio<l~ il AU5ITali~. 
p'ovides greater oppOrt~ ity tor minor pnrticG to win ()()ats. 

~_-SiPh____ __ _____ ___ _ 



Votlrtg age 

Ii1 A\lStrala, )'Ou mUllI ~ 18 ye,,~ old to '-Oil!.. rrn mil>h...n VOI.ill9 a~ " otIwr 
COlJ~~ ra~ from 15 te 21 . 

ThIt mioimum ~~ &et ~ t~ law for olI....,- .. ctivi~ illlllllitellln appendlJ: 11. 

:;) SbOOid.I/;I!!i::'ipfif!9ii9$~~,(61'1'ar:'14_ ' "l'W1r.,Qr~i'iiltf; (fztj" 
I!t ~iig(;~~"'OUidv~8tuudci¥~iiit6tie~~':' 

.tfe~~ 

III April2004~ lolo\Oling iI pr(I/eCl O~ Iho age 01 electoral ma,or.IY. \M U~~cl 
KinIidom ElecUltal Commeoion teOOf'M1~1hoa1 thI!! mll'limo.m .~Ior ". ~Is 
et ~ rJ pWlie elee1ioM in \hft lJK nmain at 18 yeKs!of l1e lime bei.-.g. ~ 
UK t:~00lI Onmmls.l.kw'l advised. 00-, ha! it elCPk'l.o 10 lI1dil!take ill 
Iurttler /oona,I 'e",tw III It>e ~um \IOUr\g age wlnln a ro.rt>cr ,"'* to f.t:o.U'I 
)e<.-s. It 'Hl"<;>l,lraoe<l tll8 OO~nI In ClOtI$Id9r in.oabng" .... KIeI r(I'liewo/_ 
iQ6 at majolTty. 

In 2000, It. rep:rll)l'l ehMging 5<)Cial and legal h";wn"...,!1<.s for j'QIIIllI Austral~ 
laund thai, despite $OITl~ inIi1, ,,"st In Qetti'1g morg IflVO/lled In lhGlr oorM'IUO'ity and 
., goVllrrrn..nl d(O!;l8iO/Hl1li1klrlg processes, young poople WQre Quit" roluctMt 10 
da;im ~ right and rewon3illi l1ty 01 having tile vat" ~nger than IIt.~ 18. The 
,..ajority (74'loO) of )'Cung people rnvclvM in the research sa;d tha t they wer", not 
ready or inlerestfld in ij$!I~ nllQ/v<)d~) lom,aj poojilical prOCfi&$6S i u:;h ~s voting 
b!>Ior~ trley were 18. Th," , parvl'1l!i <lQriKId, wiIh. a majOflty (61%1 suggesting IhaI 
~ ~ .. ,~ OOC mal\Jl~ enougn eru:l no! illtcresttlO in VOtlnQ tlet«e f'l.ey are 
l a, .nd I'Iat YQI.IIlQ pcoolo \lldef 1 B MVI'> cll'w!r II"p~"" res 10 COIIffOl1 l Md GMIend 
Irith (see Car3on. r Ullllt. lo:I Md FIcd>e)_ 

~voting was IIllrOduoad In OIJeensbncl in 191. Wld bytno 
eoo-. no:JtJWW,~ in le2~ , Rese3reh DyMiIner{pJbl13hed irI O I'lC llt~ How 
Inkxmoo cti.lCl'lS Ma_ Democnrcy 1'M<k, Univer.Uty p,.0}5~ d N_ F;"!)/.'Ind, 
Hanover, 2(02) ir1dicale.~ cNo! \11", 0!1loct of introd\ci~ co.n)IUI$:"'y VOIIlg in 
Aus!r8h8 W~$ 10 bo-ir1!1 about a 23~. o ....... lIll incfVil$1iI i'1 yo~ng. 

'\( 1 e,.7 ~f: ~Hj ' w<t= 
t.. (~0-;I flU (my" 

~.~---

EduutlOll In 6cttoo~ 
In Qoc.cnillaM ~ooOOlS. ItI!f!" nn suhjto::l: called 'civics ed<lclltiot1' 01 '(:lti l8OShip 
800cIltOO'_ Ptinwlry and &eC<IOdary ilUd,ln1s Ie:om alJout d~mllC(aey, 1rn::1udl1'o!l 
p;v1iamer>I, g<:>WI .... nill1! ani;llill~Ion., ~ a numlXlr of dllforoot sutljOCl" StUdorW5 
~",o e~pwiooco dI1tnQcrar:y 0.1 Gd1ool. fOl exlm'tpm through elechoos for sdIoo l 
COUOO·I momber~ and/or ~oI\ooIle~d .. r~ 

F'duc.tion "bout d .. mllorallY 
Additional oducaliQnal OPPOrlunlll&~ "' ltlV~ nllo democracy ,",elude 

, 



vit;its to tho Queensland Parliament, or to !l regional sittin~ of the Quocnsland 
Parliament, .... nd 8dur.1Itioo1l1 1Icti~~ie~ providild by P~'liamHntary EdlX:ation 
SE!I"IIices; ~nd 

Olectorul aduoolion aotMties OO11ducted by the Australill.n Electcral Commission. 
sucl1l1.~ ~hooI \Ii$i!s. 

For $\Udent.; 

ill.1 ·What ~ weH ,and .. v.dJ;ilald you ~njdy WflfR1 YClI,J 18aml.wo/Jt 0( 

I: cxpq'riaI1CCd#mocracyiilyoUrsct/Qo/? .' ~, . ..' 
WlTai)np~ .. :cOO/d.~$,(Jc,fIj '~11«11. yoo,ta.,y'~liJe democrocy fJIId 
p-ep.!I(('IyotiSOlfiat}lO!.i atl!i·We/f iiJloml~and.. confident.about· engaging in 
tNmi:':iilCy1 ... 

For leacher, 
ji :Hi:Tw'd~j<:N.tr~~~~~;;h:m:Jjif4eiipc.d,,~¥ 
1ft HOwc6ut.;$tTJden~ MMftet:pmpaJ-tid ta'eiiglJge.iil'(fimOcnJcy? ,. 

New id",,~ 

In previous Inquiries, the Lc~aI and COnst~LJ1iooJ.1 Committee and Iha Lagsl and 
ComGtitu~OIlal Commrttees ot the 49t1lll.nd 50th pel1iements ha\IC modo 
r!!COlTllllendatians "boa r';vir_~ eduo.-..J!.tion in QlJP.ensl1lna. Simi!~r 

'I!COO1mendations have been made by many olher Australian bodie~ in recent 
IM'f$, A li~\ '" "ur111! 01 thl!"~ recomr!ll!f1dalions is ~"t aul ill ;oppendi,; C. 

Tte Constitutional Gentre et western Australia was established to erlCouraIJe 
peOpIIl oj ~I aoe~ 10 leam about the Wl'5tern AJJslr"~1In political ~Y"tllm and now 
to activill~ parl.:cipale ~,~. H. oU.,,-~ displ;tys 00 It''' Cons.l~uUon and aspocts 01 
citizenship arld poI~icall1~tory. Too ElllCtoral Educalion C.mtN is Iccaie<J within 
the same oompte~. and provides intemctive prog<mns o.Ro\Ying people 10 cast a 
vote. diocover tha origin:! of democracy .... nd ooderslend how the votinQ$y:;tem 
wIYb (5eIl '1II1W,""""lre.w~.!JO\I.a"f",dP". htm), Programs. presllnted ;1 W""P 
wtMch ellgago! yuung !",o.,t .. , ~'e wIso corlduciwd for school students vj'~ing the 
C,."t,,,. T .. :och .. r '~"LJroa kit!: oomplomonl .. ach program, R~~D"'-C" bo}" .. ~ Q([ 

VMOllS topics o.ro avail[l~o to SCIloolS in rOfllQtc areas. In additlon, the 
Gcnstitutional Ce'ltre haa developed an "Out Heach Program· which irwotvos D. 
networ!< olloc~1 reopi" in nJ1ai ~ na remntt. IIr~~.~ nl Wp.!<tern Au~tr'l!.lia pravidinO 
programs to students i1 IhQs~ areas. Son,... programs are specific to lnc1i[J<ffiOl'!< 
COOllllUrJitieS. 

11 CiYiC5 anci Citizenship Eduoalion website (whiCh Iocorporntos n previOus 
"Di1>Covering Democracy' web~ite) is vlIIlW.dyic~"nacitizeMhic .edu., u. 

'Kdi Vulir,g USA· i~ ~ n~tiooal non·profit, non·partis~n O1g .. "i . "lion Ihat teacl>es 
st1J(j,mts about o~iza~strlp, oMo respcnsibHity, democracy and political 
PMicipation. Together wltM classroom acliYities. students are proViacd with nn 
opportunity tn "'Isl ~ 'K':!'~ Voting' billlnl on ~lAction d~y, ann thf>y vole on ti1e 
sane canddal.,. and issutis as adolls, In 2004, 1.5 mifiO<1 sluOOnts turned out to 
vola for pmsid!;n(;al, local and stat!! oandida!\ls, Ar!W.s with a Kids Votilg USA 
prc-gram hove showed e I-I:lti1g rate to( registered 18 y~a( 0100 whicM r.-; 14% 
higher th~n for non-I"'rticiratina u,,~~. f'",,, """"".kin;wotingyM.org/, 

N; f.'Hr! 01 tile Kids Voting USA servic .. , 'Doubl..Glk:k DemoLT~C)'· (5~" 
Y/vlW.~rds",,11n~.~~llr::kII..D1r9·'WP) was deWlOped 10 <I\low oluoom~ lu 
participate in an authentic voti11J experrence U311lg 1'1 web·base\! voting 3)'1ltcm. 
The 00 ,,... M Ilnl~ rllplicatl' 'n.:. r:~ndirlnl ~ .~ ;'lrId iosS-l.'".~ ~rll.rS vn:" far. ~nd prQ~ide 



students with practice ballDts which ha"", links tD cMdidate biographie~ and other 
rIISou=s. About 35,iXXl itudont& participated duing tho 2004 pris~int'-I 
eloctio!1$. 

'fOOfls N2 Politics' is a US·based website which off>rrS young pe<lple an 
opportunrty to partlcfpate 10 discussion lon.rns OIIiOpicIl6UCh as the eoonom~, 
loreign policy, glmel'lIl poI~ic.ll.l ~s~s. anima~ and thl'l environment. Provision is 
atso made for yotXlg people to contribo.rle k;I discussions ur.::Ier the nanner 01 'left 
wing chat' ilnd 'riyht wing comor', Sw W'l!"f<'.J~nsn;;poiticll,com/TQ!1,!ms/. 

~ (;[)('YC_C'fL:( /' (' l- (-' ," C hI, ,;,jl -'/~. 
f1~;Jf,;C_ .. :;-I'c;;:;~G'f;'7.~LZ/'J'j·t;~ j' 
1",,/0 '1,;,/'7' hi:: 

Il1e p()L~Hcl1L ,C;I~~t't "'- Cl""o: po!.i.tit,[av\'~ 
o 

Political parties 
Thf;l 2004 YOUllQ Au,Ir;o.lian "I tI", YII,.,., Hugh Ev;o.rn;, h~s "'lI99Qst!ild that ywog 
poopkllwl shut out of malnstr&am party poUtics. 

l1,.,lormef QUENnsland Stato Youth Advisory Counc~ told the cornmitlQe that th .. 
:ssues adcressed by potiticat panios, particularly at election lime, are dominated by 
mose relevant to older pea pie and eur ageing popullltlon. 

J"D!l'i';';~ ~ ',":,;Ci "'.' .. -_">"'9~f,~",pa,,, ,~'IJ",." ,.,.," ,., it>i~,l '".. -'. ~ '~-. . '''''''''' 'iiii~' ";"""""-"""";_""'_"~N" .. .... K,? ~.,,- ... " .... , .~<c\ .. '.",;;$.··j,)l);;"!i.,,':.','"'.,.·,,',·.· ", "\"::::'~'""" ,:'-h,"_ ' i/!':'~ .. '~::: 

Nmv j(1" "s 

Or Attld1() Vromcn, a lecturer at lhe Univernitv of Sydney, rcsearchn~ yoong 
people and pom:::s. Shl! writes that, 'The on<'! ar£!~ Qf panicipation that remlllll3 
low for \10'11"19 p..aple, and indeed for most Austfalians, is memb-ers~p of jx>ili<;al 
part;"s. Ratlwr than 13binin<:j party mijmoori hip doclins a5 apathy, "" wght 10 
sea how LrHl.pp~alin!l political pMico have become. And rt ill up to parllos to 
in\lOlVlIlI new g"neratioo. This might no! he by Wl!~ 01 fOiT11l1l mem~rMip: 
instead, parties migh1 consult Y01Jll9 people on issu""" relevant \0 the~ live5' (se~ 
Vromen). 

In the US, ~ nationwide study of ymJlh aHitudru; joood that young people were 
activ ... ifllhei- communities but =1 concerned about poI~ics A~ an out,.nm", "I 
th~t .tudy, a strategy adapted to rg'CCIIlnoct youth to democraq' "' Ih" t, <.C .... in\l 
QI~Cllon O:lmp~jgn~. tho modi<> o!for youlh-mooomto<;! c"'ndi~'"t ~ d"b3(9<: (~ QO 
National A3sociafion al Sec~~lari~ 01 ol!lte), 



Politicillns 

Many ""$~arch shiJies. in Australi,,- aCId ir,jernalionally ,("wallhat)'C"lf'J people are 
cY"ic~1 abou: th .. W".~iuur 01 politicians. 

1.' HDw CIIIl po/ilidans themsfllws. resrore UI" (;dl! 01 young people ill 
l!i di!moorar;y7 

N¥",IiWal; 

Dr Ariadn~ Vrom~n says that politicians only considfi.r yoong peapi" wIlen they 
p'E>sent a pnAoI.m,; Ihat young pllopl" 16nd to tJ.. tillk9d about rath...- than talked 
with; and t~ ... t young poopla'; P9rspoctlllas are rarely I1cluded In public debate. 
Or Vromen suggcst~ IMf whD,t is rlC~ded;$ direct evidence 01 young poople'$ 
()xperienooa and a.rlilumen~ based on soch evidence (see Vramen). 

In the UnIted Slates, Canada and It,,, U"illitl K;,1gOom, ""'I,..,,, \JUliny ;,;,,'1 
cOfnpul.ory, it has been shol'l'1l that contact with polt:lcal panTes and c:l.ndido.1QS i. 
all Impor-.ant element of 'got-oLA-thc-V01C' strategies. Followinll the 2001 British 
general election, the UK EleclOral GOO'Imi5~inn iOOnlifi~d ~ lock r.1 r.anvas~ing by 
poIitidllns as '" likely reasoo lor dissatisiact ioo (and .Qw turnout) among iirsHirne 
voto;-rs. 

~----~-------------

Being h""rd 

Wnile )oung p~ople may w tUIrl",d uii ~ilics,,~ il GU"<lI1(1y 01"",,1"'6, "Iii"Y 
studies and ~Urv9VS haw lounO that YOllr1g people are l'ery interested in po ll ical 
Issue.s importunt to tMm. The chal!erlge tor ~()Vernment8;8 to en~lI~e vllth YOUflO 
people. and th~ lirst Ihng th~t ymlnO pertple ~ay is tha1 they wan; to 00 h~ ... rrI 

ffi Have you used >'lIlY ot Ihl! go't'l!mml!nl op~rllK1i/i8,~ la VDicl! yaUf ilpinioos 
I!' I!uwt i.~~JJ~.~? !-:Iow eff"c1ive WdS it? 



New ideas 

In W~~m Australr~, 1111;1 Civics l!I1d C~iz!inshill UJl~ in II1v Dli!lI«rtme~1 01 P,em~r 
and Cabinet aims to onhanco dcmoor(l.Cy in that ~Iat() through civics Ilducation 
andt/'\e promotion of an active dtir~n,..,._ Tht! go~1 i~ a r.ommunily where all 
WMt~m AU5!roiaans are valued as citi:.tens, wh<'fil they play a sigrlificant roie in 
s9t1ing policy prioritioo and what'e they help shape the natura oIlhGir Roci9ty (sw; 
WINW,cK-zensoaoo.wa goy aull, 

Dr Ariad!l@ V~nen suggest~ that, 'Your19 people haw al.xoad rang" of 
l!I:onomic, llOClal, and polttlcal e:qlerlences' and tIlal we need to 'creat9 inclusiV9 
Iorms. 01 govemanoe tIlat recognise al'ld bu i d upon afferent ways 01 making 

,communrue5. Those in p()1lfflr need 10 Iko;ten tn ynUI1(l people more, Md young 
people's div<'fse views and " .. perie~s naW to be iifticulaled in the media' (s~ 
Vromen). 

'" &lv-

Newideas 

In 2003. the Goovtlission lor Chi dren and Young People was invited:O PMicipate 
in a commitlM for the developm~nt of a sport. and recr .. "tTon f",ci/ity Ior young 
people on Palm Island in North Queensland_ The Commission uOOeri ne<:i the 
ionportance of the ~ummil!e9 <l$kin\l young peopl~ what rtwy want....J. Th .. isslR 
for the Commission was not so much '1loW do we involvo oIlIldrsn In Ihe oolldin-,.J 
01 rn,s TrlOlMy"'!>r,,1 ralher '1IOW do we get /00 lecrllly /00 children wantf". 

In 2003. in Parramatta in Syd<""y, a Youth Jurypr"slinted young people with 
~fW..1iciil opj.'OItoojtie5 to leam and discuss Ih .. d;... .. n;~ int,uesl!; ar1d ooncem. of a 
wide variety of young poopla across t/le parramattl region. Participants leamtKi 
Joou: IDnmwork, nogo[i(l,lion 3k~13 lino the powers ot govemment. This DnnblCd 
Ih ~m to lorm reali~tic recommendations \0 Wppart Ihp. neeOO allhe collectiv~ 
y;uth of Parf/omatta_ 

The ~im 0/ thp. YOLJlh Jury was 10 assist with bridgir>g racial intoier""''''' and 
cu~u'al di~ersity arllong young p""ple 0/ Par",m .. lta. 

The rscommendations of 11111 Youth Jur)' w .. r .. «in1llJ OIl k .. y gov .. rnment and 
communityorQanisatiom; of Parramatta. 

~------



Tllk!n; !letlon 
YOUIlg people want In 00 adively involved in democra .. y_ Voting at elecllOns is only 
one way of being iwohied in a d~mwr"tic .ocidy. 

~ 'M1~ Qfifle folfcrMllgadtlvilws ha..., you,rnrotildDlK, or,wauJd yOu like to Citll)' 
HI oul? ' ' 

Ac:tiyity 

Volunleemg 

I~i\iating or ~ni<:ipa~1l9 in a local yOUlh pro;ecl 

lo;!i~tit>o '" ~ign"'9" peHoo 

Altendin9 II rally or p.ol,*' 

T .. ~ln~ ~n In a <tri<~ 

Being a mel"llM' 01 a ~ p;o.rty 

Being a membe. of a lradc union 

Beino ~ member 01" oon-goverrvnenl 
cr~ .. roisalio<l which ~s W'n"."~ ( •. 9- Tt!<> 

VlldO~ Socicly, AlMo<ty Into=tiono.l, 
a,...",n"""",e) 

Contacting a pcll~clan ()/ (ocgl !lOVg"",..,nc 
o:)lme,lo, 

Pal~cipd~rl\l ill & YOtJ., P",li~",."'1 

Beirlg invollied in ~ Yo.rth CGcr"Id 

Being Involvod In an organlsa~on wh;ct\ SQGk$ to 
re ore3enl I"" 'lie"," ol )IOuna pMpie I,""g. YOU/'lO 
~.(Jst[~I",n Rural Mo"""""') 

G; 

~,--:j 
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YOUIlg ptloplg say lIlal10 W 9!lgaged In democracythGY nI/lid things su~h ~s: 

IIltormation: 

opportunities to actively engage in democracy; 

an idea about wnat can 00 achlElved realistically; 

~8Ces in which to meet acid di3ClJS~; Md 

"':W~s 10 th~ inte'net, l'I1utocopjers, elc. 

lM!~t ~S";';taOC8 or eflCOOrdgement do you need fmm (7O"P.mmenf 10 laktl 
iJdion abuwllh<; issues yoolwl p.a~·Siofl"tli! ilwul7 

NOW ideas 

Brisbane City CoI.J<ICiI has <Rv"loped 'Vi:> ibl" Ink', a website wh"h 1\1klw:<; yOllrlg 
"",uple !o havo a ~ilY fl t~ .. Coorx:ir;: proqrams. Th" weI:J~il~ ~olllains inlo,mation 
atx<.l( how yOlX1CJ poo~o can haVI) :ooir nay, ovcnt~ 101' young PIlopl(l, link~ 10 



rooources and a forum mrough..mlch)lOUr19 pcO\l1c can express their opinlooll. 
The Council h!iS al90 provided young Pfl<lpl<'! with 81'!!M around BriStlane where 
they can CO!11<> together ta meet and orga~ise activities and projects 01 intere$t la 
th. .. m. ThliS<;I iAliill .. rlil accilssiblillO young pIioOplQ and wliIlI rwourcoo (see 
www.visillk<·int·arM. 

The Victorian GowflYTltmt produc~d a handbook f()f young pe.;?e on now they 
call ~rvilW cIlilllgll in their COOYlluntly. Too hand~oa~ providlls I>Uqg~ti<J,"", on 
how young people can get active 00 a project they feel passionate about. and how 
1h<'!y can implement th",t prrlj<\ct (Me WWW.yQ>!!1.*.!t .. f!!IFld:.l;/I.fPS!xp!0;3_od!). 

• Thil Foundation far Young Australians 11: a noo·prollt organisati<Jn dedicated 10 
Cevefopin9 innovative initiatives that support and ompower )'Oung peGPle agoo 12 
10 25. Thll Foundation provid<'!~ seed-Iunding far ideas, prOllc:lively seekS 00-
funding to support ioit;ative~ aM helps the recipients stn.dur<'! IhemMlIffls to 
wns,jf" Iong·t\lRn s~stainabmty, Eacll year, thlil Foundation mimag .. s a portfolio 01 
grant!! tctallng about $G million, AI. least 26% of total grant f~ndll'l9 1:0 dsdic ... t<>d tQ 

initiatives specifically designed to tleootrt )'Oung Indigenous Australinns (500 
\\WW.YQU!1gauslraliM5,org). 

t,t@,'Q_eas 

TI,., Youlh i":""tu< "I Sl<J<Jy (YES) {()U!,.j !I .. ~ I-''''.ml~ '" e I"",'" d..d by Y"'-"'\J 
~ .. itS th41 most important ,.o~rca of inlo'mation about vuti"9. T .. levision 3Jld 
nawspap<lre are Ihe neKl most Important. howevcr young poopla villw th~"<lliltte' 
S01Jrcos ,«ith50mo scepticism, .,,),' 

" ;~( ~t?' '- __ ~C._IJ ~~L ,Jg?RI----

-----------

m What ro/9 c;m noo-g(JV61mmsnlloundatiOfll5. Of Ct:Jmmunfty organiS<lfi""'::i P!:ilY If' il gotfif19 young people aea-V!) end !I1vofVed wilh democracy? 

NflW ir1eas 

ne Insp:re Foundaticn (soo w\\'Iu,iIlGDirc.Qrg,ou) is D. Mlional nOIl-pm!il 
tCUndatlOO which ~ims to Cft'late opporlun~ie~ lor your'l\l AlJStlRlootns, prif\CipJ~y 
ag~d be twMn 15 a~d 25. to oo~p t~ms~ves and 0100,-,;, T~t'l F",,,,da!ion 
ao::kllowl~<>-'''s 1I1~1 )'U'J'lY pIIopie w~nl to ma~e a p!Jsiiive 0;rl""",.-."o< in 'thei, own 



IiW5 and in tholr comm un~les. Young pGop(a lira 3ctivIlIy tnl'Olvod i'llho 
<luv{)lDpment and dei\l(llY of aK the Foun<latioo's i'litiatiYes. ono initiative. 
'A::tNow', is " wf>h-bMAd MlVice th~t will p:-ovide young people with inlormatiDn 
Md support on how they can becomE' i'lvulved ifl issuo?s or causo?s i'ltho?i: 
ccmmunlly that [My ara passionate about. 

ViOeWir~ Ynulh Services is a lIOIul1lear-based, non·rroI~ yOLllh merl;" and t'~ining 
organisatrn which provicl", yoon9 poop .. ~ged between t 6 a!ld 30 with an onli"" 
forum throw9'l which thoy can access lnfOfmallon on a rang~ of to~, participjtll 
in discussions w~h other young people Md become inVlllvcd ill!ho exchange of 
intDrmatian with door y"""g people ( ...... VlWW. vihewire.Mt). Rl'!Cent inil:it.live~ 
include '"iection Track"" (s~ .. www.<>ieclion!racM>rrteVet/) whk:h sent young 
poople out OIl !hll c~mpilign tr~il a~ r8port"~ in thQ 2004 FlFdsrat el<;lCtiun. Th"" .. 
reports wera utiUsed ~y Six radio stations. SBS and ABC nemo 

He US Ad Courd L, ~ r>:>n.prot~ organi""!;",, which produoe~. di3trihu!..,~ ~nd 
P''''''ot8O' public c~ic9 o"mp"ign~ on " r ,,"9 ~ of i~lJQ~ . A , ,,,,,, nt campaign. 
'Fight Manneqllin;sm', fQCussl/d on i"nproving j'QUth civic IIn9"ge",,,,,t ,nl vo19r 
p:in!clpatton. tt in\l()lved tele~js1on and radio a.ds a.lmed at galling Y'OLII1g PIlOplr. 
involved in issues they care about. volll!1teerinlol and ~otirl9 (soo 
WW'/i,\ightrMnneguini.m,org). 

'Rock th~ Vot",' is II n"n-~'''fiI org~"'~".1iun wl,j.;;h .. om to 1IIl9l!9'I yQu"Il people in 
th~ political proc\/S5 In thQ UnltlKJ Stat~s and drl!w att .. ntion to iss,"",s at t:oru;\lrn 
to yOll!1Q people. 11 coordinD.1cs vO!m rc\liStralian drivo~ and eduoation efforts 10 
ensure young people ",~erci~e their right to vot..,. youth culture is hame3Sed i~!t1a 
prr>m"tion ,,1 its camp~ijJl"ls. m~ny 01 '"'" k:h IMture '"oh prnli" ce!ehrit;"'~ including 
musdans, aclor~, a.thllll~ ijnd <';OI!l<K.I;ifll~. kl U,," 2004 electiOlls, 1.~ million 
lXl:lPiq tOOK adllantage oI1he organlsa.tion's cflllne VOlar ragllltration facility, and a. 
tur:hor 2(JO,OOO rcgistered as apart of the Roo~ the Vote BuG Tour across the 
country (",~ WYNI.loclctheyoj".com) 



'..J " r ' , '" c:;.,.IV;! .l.v..e.:; T!)( w..p~l¥\.g fl S.,.~W.,l.SSWV. 

Them is r10 sot form for a submission to the committee, Submissions may be made using 
th~ il'l<"JlJiry response form or in 1/1" form cJ" letler, a sub~tan1ial paper or a shart 
dxt.l:TlOiffi! and they mdY I,dooe ilpp;;nd~. SOOomissions m~y cootain facts, opinions, 
arguments and rooommoridations for (loMn. Tho most useful submissions era to thQ 
point. 

The cOOlmittee WOUld preler written submiSsions, but wi~ also accept submissions on 
lIudio tare, For written submissions, typed or printed leXt is pralerllble, UV"1{Jh leg;t>!e 
hat'd-writl~n .uL>mi.~iun~ 'HI! ~~"Wplable. Numbo>red P"ge~ <lOO, for submissions in 
!;I~CIIS.i of 20 pag~s, a t)(lel summary and a table of cont&nts Is also hQlpful. 

All submissions must Includ(l tile name and conlaCl Oo1311s er thll pgrstlfl making th" 
submission. Those making a ~ubmission on bcho.W of an 0IVaniso.tion should Indioate at 
....na11eV91 tlte submi3Sion hu ~n ftuthomM (~.ub-crnnmil1e.e. president. ohait. 031<::,). 

Publk: affioors may maxe subrmssions as privale ir1dIYiduals. However, ~ referonce is 
ma~ ill .!I.llubmiM;ion la Ihf!lr official po~rtion, ~ should al'lO be maoo clear 1h.!l.IlJle 
~ubmiss"", is made in a F"'"iva!8 capacity. Sut.-nissio..-ts from government deplOrtment. 
should 00 aufhorised in ilocordanc<it w~h f1Qrmal dePilrtm\Hl(a! proc..wr". 

Contanl and I"Qlev.!l.noe 

A submiSSion may cover some or all of the issues laised in the response form. ttwoukl b" 
helpful ff 3ubmissioM eleany slated lIIIhich is~u~s are b~inO !lddr~s~. 

TM oommittoo's us1J81 procedure IS 10 publICly retease and table submissions iIlttlC 
Legi"'''live A",.",mbly. Not a~ SUbmissions wil ""","ssarily be publi5hp.d <lndfor tabfed _ The 
comm ift'*' r'lIS~rvws th<l riyht '" nut pWli!;h o[ tabl" rontioontial.ubmiss;rns. or 
submissions whloh are Irratevant, oontaln Geurrllelll: er defarn:lIOry mat\iri;ol, or a"~ 
olhcrmso nO! suitable for publishing. The committee will inform you IT ~ dOCido~ not 10 
aooept, or net to author;"" thl' PLJblicatioo 01. your ~oomis., ion. 

Gonlidentiality 

The committea atl<lmpts to cooduct its iHquiri<ls irl ~l<l [[1(11;t open way pos.itJle. How .. ver. 
if you beli~VIlltJat YOLlf submis~ion (Cl pan 0I~) llhould not boo made put>lic, cle~rly write 
'ccnfldanflal" on eaeh pagc and, irl a INief oovomQ letter. explain Why your submission 
~hould 00 treated confidentially. Th<'! committee wwl then con~ider youll(!quo~t for 
contidentill~ty_ 

Unauthorised Release 

O'lC~ thol commiltw [..ce"'''s ~ submission, il becOO1"" cummitte" prop"rty aM should 
not b~ pubiish()d without the committee's authorisation. Publication of a submission 
wkhout the committee's aLlthori3!1tlOn means thllt tilat publication ig nO! protoctoC! by 
p8IJiIl:mmt~ry rri";lP.o~ ~nd may an;(llJnt to a C<)nl~mpt do P"rl",IIV![l,-

All submission. shoutd be 
The Reiearch Director 

L...g .. 1. 

.1' 

BRISBANE OLD 4000 



"~-,,.';':. 

Subml~slDns CID~ on Wedne$day, 30 November ~OQ5 

D:lensioos 10 !ha CI08W1g dale may be (,liven. If)lOu need more time te makea 
submi~~iDn, or if you require furlh&r information, contact tM~ commiMee'~ S~eWi31 nn: 

-I eleph:Jl1e: (07) 3406 7307 
Fax: (07) 3<106 7070 
Email:carc6parilam!l/lLgktgQv.a!! 

Copies of this paper aM 1\. other publi::ations by IIle Legal Mid Con~t~utional GnmmittBe 
11,,,, availabla (Xl tho! 1"la",.,t vi~ 11,., corTlm~!ee'. hcme P"Ye al: 
www.Djlrliam~ntQIIj.gQMl4&:_Qmmrtt~!ls/l99arlev.hlm 
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