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RESPONSE FORM

This torm ¢an ba used to schd your views to The committec. Ploaso send it (o

The Research Dicector

begal, Corsttutional and Admintstrative Hoviow Commithes
FParianeni House

Gingrge Strocl

Buislwros Ofd d000

Ot fax ity 07 3408 7070
Oremalitty:  [cam@padigmentald oov.au

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEQPLE
- ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND




Your voict

The aim of this ingquiry ia 1o make practical recammendntions to
increase the intcrost and partictpation of young people in demacrary in
Queensland.

The commitize wants (o liews from young peopls, in paricular, about:
*  what i needed in Queenstand;
% what will work;

=+ what won't! and

what you want o do or experience.

We would zico ke to hear from all people in Queenaland who have an
ikerest in young paople, of in young people engaging in demaodcracy.

To hetp yau to think about, discuss and respond Lo maltters relevant to
the inquiry, we have set out below some;

o lescs; and

\ ¥ examples of sirateyies suggested or iried rlsewhare,

Y
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Viorting Sysken snd Electoral Commmission Quegnslans

Education/nformation _

it is tha Jab of the Elceteral Commiasion Quaensiand (EC0) to ensure thal people
enrol and vote et elections. To do this, the ECQO uses education and awarensss
programs (2. postcands, posters and school visits),

What .couid the . ECL’J dcr berﬁa' o d{#atmtfy to. gat J\‘.B mesaage amms L
youny peopie?. :

New 'doas

v In 2003, Efections Canada partnered with Cable in the Classroom to davelap a
new voler education program for studante, Including 3 contest chailenging people
aged 16 to 18 to create 30-sceond public service announcoments on video tailing
thelr poers why the demosratic precess and voting &re important.

v The United Kingdom Electoral Commission's ‘Do Pulitics' aims to get young
people invelved in democracy. B may be accassed at: www.dopalitics co.uk, ‘Do
Poliics' conducts workshops and events, and proviges resources and training
across e UK 1or young people.

t In Australia, the Youth Electoral Study (YES) found that some incentives would
gitract a firsl vole. Yuung peaple said 2 tax break or the use of promotional rock
goncarls would be the most effective incentives, but there was alse seme suppon
for the notion that incentives shodld nol be needed as voting is a respnnsmllny
that comes with r'|t.7er|5h|p

A g el yyel wmé dledl 15

Yolter registration
In Australia, each persen must complete an enrolment form to register to vote.

':2 How could the. EOO' make it easier for, young pmpm 1 anmf arid beconis
registarad o vote?.

Meow ideas

*Insome countries, registration is done by the gavarnment so that people are
automalically registered when they reach voling age. An international reporl by
tha Inslitute for Democracy and Elecloral Assfstance, Youth Voler Pariciparion,
sugqests automatic registration by the governmant rather than it baing a duty of
gach geraon to enrol.

v Diher counlries enable people to register at a polling station on eiecticn day, or
an-ling.

* inlanada, tlechans Canada identilies people whao have turned 18 thraegh
information provided Ly, ler example, the tex offfice and motor vehicle egisters,
The Chisf Electoral Officar wrltas o these peopie to ask them to confirm that thay

- are aligible to vote and consont to beng includad w1 the national register.
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Palling statlong

In Queansland, pelling stations are usually located in schools or halls and are opan
Betwesh Bam and 6pm.

ﬁ How could Ihe ECQ maka 1t éasior foryoung Roopic to ¢asi thalr vate?

MNew ideas

v Inrecont Canadlan etectiong, Elections Canada intraduced more polls in locations
to which yeung pocoplo hava cosy accoss, such as near student resldences and
univeraity neighbournoods,

v inCanada, polling stations are open lor 12 hours.

+  Dalegations Trom the Australian Electoral Commigsion and the Victerian Elactoral
GComrmizsion obaerved elactronic voting procasses at elections in the USA, UK
ard freland tetween 2000 and 2002 . The delegations considered the difterent
options that are available, their advantages and disadvantages and how each
option would suit Australia’s voting systems. The delegations recornmended e-
voting be made available 10 conain clnssos of votars including vaters ic Antarctica,
woters in remote locations, voters with 2 disabilily and overseas voters (500
wrinr. ae. Oov.auw!_content/whatholinalelectronic reportfindex. htrm and

o, gec. nowv.ad comentwhativolinu/E-volin

+ A ragent ropon of the Victorian Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Sommities,
Victorian Blecirnic Damacracy. constdarad electronic voting, | recornmonded
that Victorizn elections should not be condusled remately via information and
commurications technologies in the mear fulure, bul identified the lollawing key
advantages ol remote voling systems:

- masy access for travellers and disabled peophe;

- providing an interface for other liechnologies such as screen readars, Braille
compulers, magnifierg or aiternative data entry systerns,;

- allowing for the easy and chaap distribution of baflot papers in diffarent
langquanes;

- inslaniangous processing, and
- zllowing voters o access a wide range of other inlormation while considering
and cagting thelr vote,

R ___Q_EL_._W?:;:»;;_.J._/:r;:_.fifﬁ_j«_y.___.__@ ] [T R wmlss




Ft@oﬂﬁ’ﬁ F P ﬁ!:* ?g‘i:
T R DR T N T R T e R e s | B 3'«&#;:-

Advance vating

Currently in Queensland, if you can't vote at your naarest polling booth on the day
of a state eleclion, spacial amangements can ba made for you 1o ¢ast vour vota,
such as by advance voling in person o postal voting. These oplions are available
i only some circumstances - for examole, # you: will be intarstate an paliing day;
hawve a disahility; or can't vole on that day becaeuse of religious belefs, For further
information, see www.ecg.qid.gov.au.

ﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂ#}ﬂgmﬂm mm would wra_#meyg;gmddoaa 8t @ty time in

Neaw ileas

o n the UK, postal voting is availabla to any eligible vater on request. A person may
apply for poatal vating for a particular election, for a certain pariod of time ar for 2l
future elections.

v Tofacifitate woting, the state government could doctare the day of a slate elactlon
a publiz holiday or schedule an alection for a day other than a Saiurday.

* Infuture, ¥ elsctranic voling were to be infroduced, for example, it nead nat be
necassary to have an “efection day’, with 2l votes cast on the same day. Voting
could kake place, jor examplo, over an 'alection woek',

N Pudin b bolde

Close of rolis
Currenzly, afler a state slectlon is called, people have betweon 5 and 7 days 1o
ragtster to voto.

Doyou rh.'n.!: JOung. peopie could be dﬁamunraged Afdncm was M uppan'umry
to-anrol dffor an-clection is calod?

MNew jdens
1] Prior to the 2004 fadaral slection, the Special Minister of Siate, Eric Abetz
propoesed that:

v the efnctoral rodl he closed to new voters on the day the slection writs would  be
issued {Usually the day the election s announced); and

v people wishing to change their enrolment details be given three days o do 0.

This propesal did not groceed as it was not supparted by the non-govemment
partios,
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Fixed election day

In Queensland, tnera la no Mxed alagtion day for ciate sleciions,

A fixed slection day could atlow improved ¢ivics education courses, mock-glections
and siher stralegies encouraging young people’s engagement with electians ta be
planned in advance (sas Miiner). For example, a fixer election day would alow
civics educaiors tu plan end candugt their cearses in parallel with an election
campaign.

-"') Do you think improved aivics ecucation is a wwmwﬁﬂs- reasur i‘orgamemmenr
f lo consider a change 10 fixed tarm elections?

Mew ideas

+ In Quesnsiand, elections for all loeal govemment awtharities are generally heid
avery four yaars on the last Saturday in March,

Xy e

New voting system
In Cueensland, a system of optional preferantial voting is used. A fact sheet about
'‘OPV s available from; www.ecq. gld.gov.au,

?\ Do yuou think young people would be more likely to vole if the vofing systerm

was changed sohal. candl’dat&s Funning on egrtain issues of pa:iwfar intarest

o yaung. pcap.'s were mare J'H{EJI}' fg: gm' z:fam‘ad and have a vaice i
parﬂamemﬁ" =k 5

Hew deas

+  Appendix D containg a reviacd veraion of a paper graparad for an inguiry, Hards
on Farliament, by the Legal and Gonstittiional Committes of tho previous
Farliament. 1 provides infarmation abaut aur voling system and ways it might e
charnged 1o provide more diversity in candidates who might be elected.

v As in Quesnsland, the voting system [n the UK makas it vary difficult fur
candidates from miner parties to get elacled. In May 2005, some 500,000 schaol
sludents in the LUK voted in 2 mock efection 1o coincide with the general clections.
The studenits voted tor the actual candidates. The results shrwwed that the
sudents were atiracted to parties which ran candidales on certain issues; for
grampie, students who folt passionate about the environment veted far the Green
Parly. UDespite feiling to have a singfe candwdate returned in the general elaciions,
the: Green Farty secured &5 out of 2 possible 349 seats in the mock election,

v Propartional reprasentation voting, which 18 used for Senate elections in Austealia,
provides greater opportun ity for minos parmics 10 win SCats.
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Voting age
In Australia, you must be 18 years oid to vote. The minimum voting age in cther
caurtries ranges from 1510 21,

The minimum ages set by the law lor other activities are tisted in append(x B.

ﬁ Shotd the'voting dge be lowered 1617 or 16 yearsd;: Myqrwmtﬂ ffiﬂe
veling age s lowered, sholild vorng at the loiverod age be compulsory?

Neow Ideas

In Agril 2004, following & project an the agz of electoral majorty, the United
Kingdom Electoral Commission recommended that the minimum age for all levels
of voting in public electiona in the LK remain at 18 vears for the ima being. The
UK Elzeteral Commission advised, however, that it expacied to undenake a
further formal revisw of the minimum veting age within a further five 10 séven
years. |t encouraged the povemmaent to considar initating a wider review of tha
age of maforhy,

+ In 2000, a report on changing social and legal frameworks for young Australizns
faund thal, despite some interest in getting mera Invalved in thelr community and
in governmen! degision-making processas, young people were quits relustant to
ciajm the right and responsibilty of having the vote younger than at age 18. The
mafority (74%) of young peopla involved in the research said that they were not
ready or interasted in getting involved in fornal pulitical processes such as voting
befors they wera 18. Their parents agreed, with a majority (61%) suggesting that
young pecple are nol mature anough and nat interestad in voting before they are
18, and that young people under 18 have oihar pressures to confront and cordend
with (5ee Carson, Fitzgarald and Roche}.

»  Compulsory voling was introduced in Queensiand in 1914 and by the
Comenonwealth in 1824, Research by Miner {published in Civic Literacy: How
informed Citizens Make Democracy Weik, University Prass of New Fngland,
Hanogver, 2002) indicates that tha etfect of introducing compulsory voling in
Australia was 1o bring about a 23% overall ingrease in voting.
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Eduwcsiton

Education In schools

In Quecnsland schools, there 8 nn suhjent calied 'civics education’ of ‘citizenship
education”. Prmary and secondary studenis lzarn ahout demoeracy, including
parliament, government and elections, in a numbcer of different subjeets. Studems
also expariance demaocracy o! achool, for exampls through alections for sehanl
counci moembers andfor achool leaders,

Fduecatinn akout damaeracy
Additlonal cducational oppodunities relevant to demacracy include:



v visis to tho Queensland Parliament, or 1o a regional sitting of the Queenziand
Farliament, and aducationat activities pravicled by Parliamentary Education
Services: and

» electorad cducation activities conducted by the Australian Electoral Cammission,
sueh as schoal visits,

For stadents

r What worked welf and whst did you- an,-‘oy wnen yau fsamr ahour or
expedamcd démoeracy i ivour school?.
What moré ool sctiools da'ta - en.:cmrﬁge ;mu ta vak:e dsmm:racy and
frepaia you 5o thaf wu am WQH fﬂ.'emied ano‘ o-:"rf ﬂ'enf atrﬂm‘ engagmg in
demoeracy? 0

For teachers
How docs your Sehod adprodel] chiss odushtion andp:aeaw demm'aay?
How cduld stidenis he better pregisned ko éngege:in demoéracy? .

MNew idens

»inprevigus Inguiries, the Legal and Constitutional Committee and the Lagal ang
Constituticnal Committeas of the 45th and S0th Pariaments hawve madc
recormmendations about civies education in Queensiand. Similar
recommendations have been made by marry ather Australian bodies in recant
years, A listof sorme of these recommendalions is set oul in appendix €.

¥ Tre Canstitutional Cantre of YWestem Australia was established [0 engourage
peopla of alt ages 1o leam abou! the Western Australian political system and how
toactively participate in il Il oflers displays on the Conslilution and aspects of
citizenship and poltical history. The Slectoral Education Centra is located within
the samac complex, and provigos interactive programs allowing peopls 2 cast a
vole, discaver the origins of democraey and understand how the voting system
warks (see wvow ooenire wa gov anfindex him). Programs, presented i ways
which engage young people, are also conductied for sthoeol students visting the
Cenire. Teacher receurca kKils comploment each program, Resourca hoxas on
VaOUS tpics arc available o schools iIn remote aréas. In additlon, the -
Censtilutiona) Centre has develoged an ‘Out Heach Program’ which invohvas a
network of local people in rural and remote arsas of Western Ausiralia providing
programs to students in those areas. Some programs are specific 1o Indigenots
comimunities.

» A Civies and Citizenship £ducation website {which incomorates a provious

‘Discovering Demarracy” websita) is weow civicsandcitizenship edu.au.

v Fads Voling USA is & naticnal non-profit, non-partisan organisalion that feackes
students about gitizenship, civic responsitiity, demeocragy and polilical
patticipation. Fogether with clasaroom aclivities, students are provided with an
apparlunity to nast A ‘Hids Veting' ballot on elaction day, and they vote on the
same candidlates and imsues ay aduls, in 2004, 1.5 milkian studants iwned out B0
voip for progidential, ioeaf and state candidatas, Arggs with a kids Voting LSA
program hove showed a voting rate for registcred 18 year olds which is 14%
higher than for non-paricipating araas. See www kidsvobinguss . orgl,

v Aspart of the Kids Voting USA servica, 'DoubleClick BDemocracy’ (see
vewaw. kldsvotingusa, org/DaubioChekANIro. asp) was develgped 1o alow siudunts Lo
participate in an avthentic voling experence uang a web-based voting 3vsiem.
The online hallnts replicate the candidates and issues aculis vole far, and pravide
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studiants with practice ballots which have links to candidate biographies and other
resources. About 35 0040 etudents particlpated during tha 2004 presidsntial
clogtions,

v Teeans N2 Politics' is a US-based website which offers young people an
appertunity to panicipate in discussion iorums on 1opics such as the ectnomy,
forefgn policy, ganeral palilical issues, animals and the enviranment. Provision is
#lso mads for yourg people to contribute 1o discussions under the bannar of *left
wing chat” and Tight wing comar’. 326 www leensn2politics.comAomms/,
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e Political Slstene dnd Politisifting

Palitical parties
The 2004 Young Australian of the Year, Hugh Evang, has suggested Lhal young
reoplke feel shut out of mainstream party politics.

The lormer Queansland Siate Youth Advisory Council told the committes that the
isaues addressed by political partics, particuiariy at clection time, arg dorminatad by
those relavant to alder peaple and our ageing populabion.
=y Lt LT - T S LI L U R R
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New idens

+  [Dr Aradne Yromen, a fecturer at the University of Sydnay, researchas young
peaple end politics. She writes that, 'The one area of participation that remains
lewwr four young people, and indeed for most Australians, is membership of political
parties. Fathar than fabelling party membarship decling as apathy, we uught lo
sed how unappealing political parties have become. And it is up to parfies to
involve a new generation. This might not ke by way of formaf membership,;
instead, parties might consult youny people on issuss relevant lo their lives' (see
Wramen).

v Inthe US, a nationwride study of youth atiitudes laund that young peaple ware
aclivae in their communities but nol concerned about politics. As an avteame of
hat shudy, & strategy adoptad to re-connect youth o democracy is that, during
slzction campaigne, tho modin offor youth-modorated candicats debatee (geo
Mational Asscciation of Secretaries ol State),
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Faiiticiana
Mary rasearch sfudies in Austratia and internationally reveal that youny people ane
cynical aboul the behavivwr ol politicians,

{ How  can paﬁtr:::ans mamsa!'ws fesiove zhe fath of young peaple i
demoeragy? - _

haw fdoas

v Dr Ariadne Viomen says that politicians only corrsider young people whan they
present a problern; that young people tend to be talked about rather than talked
with; and that young poople's parepactives are rarely inoluded in public dobate.
Or Uu_::men suggests that what is ncadad is direst evidenga of young people's
expensantes anc arguments based on such evidence (see Vramen).

v Inthe United States, Canada and the United Kingudom, whenz voling st
compufsory, it has been shown that contact with poiltical panles and candidates is
an mponant element of 'goet-out-the-vote' stratcgies. Following the 20071 British
general election, tha UK Elesiaral Dommission identifisd a lack of zanvassing by
politicians as a (kely reason for dissatisfaction (and low termouty among first-tine
wolers,

Yo Peanle dnad thee Oovn ufmrrlj

Being heard

While young people may be tumed off politics as il currently operates, many
studies anc surveys have foung that young peaple are vary interested in goltical
lssues important to them. The chali2nge tor governments i3 1o engage ¢iin young
people, and the firat thing that ynung pennle say s that thay want to be heand

fi? Have you used any of the government appartunittes o toite voyk opinions
about Issues? How effective was 47
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New |doas

r In Weslem Australia, the Civics and Citizanship Unit in the Department of Premier
and Cabingt aims 16 enhance democrasy in that state through civies education
and the promotion of an active citiranry. The goal is 2 community where all
Weslam Australians are valued as citizens, where they play a significant rele in
salting policy priorties and whate they help shape the natyra of thair society (ses:

+ Dr Aradne Vromen suggests that, ‘Young people lave a broad range of
economic, social, and polltical axperlencas’ and that we nsed to 'create inclusive
foms, of governance that recoqnize and build upen differant ways o1 making

cammunities. Those in power nead to listen to young pecple more, and young
peopla's diversa views and ezperiences need to be articulated in the media’' (see
Vromen}.
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MNew ideas

o in 2003, the Commission tor Children and Young People was invited o panicipate
in a committes for the development of a sparts and recraation facility lor young
people on Palm Istand in North Quesnsland. The Commission underined the
importance of the commities asking young people what ey wanted. The issue
for the Commission was not 5o rmuch “how do we invoive chilgrsn in lhe buliding
of lrs faguity” but rather “haw do we get the faciidy the children want?’,

v In 2003, in Parramatta in Sydney, a Youth Jury pressented yaung peaple with

Fractical opportunities to learm and digouss the diverse interests and voncerns of a

wida varety of young peopls acresy the Parramalta regfon, Partlgipants lezrmed
about teamwark, negotiation akills and the powers of govemment. This chabled
them o torm realistic recommendations fo suppart the neads of the callective

youth of Parramasta.

The aim of tha Youth Jury was to assist with bridging racial intolerance and
cubiural diversity among young people of Parramalta.

The recommendations of the Youlh Jury were almed at key government and
community organigations of Parrgmatta,
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Taking action
Young peaple want to he actively involved in demacracy. Voling at elections is anly

one way of being involved in & demosratic sociely.
Which of the following acthties have you carmied out, or-would ydu like to carry

Gl

Activity

Yalunieering

Fatiatio or parmicipating in 2 local youth project
Initkating or migning a pedition

Attanding a rally ar protesi

Taking part In a strike

Heing a member of a palfical party

Being a member of 2 frads union

Being & inember of & student union

Being a8 membsr of a non-govemment
crganisation which lobbies govenimient je.g. The
Wildamess Socicty, Amnesty Intermational,
Oreenotace}

Contacting a politiclan of focal govamenent
councilioe

Paiticipating in & Youth Paeligrmeant
Being inwvlved in a Yauth Council

Ezlng Imvolved In an arganlisation which sasks to
rapreasnl the views ol yaung paople {e.g. Young
Aurstralian Poral Motwork)

Eogpongs Lotar
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Young peoplo say that 1o oo engaged in democracy thoy need things such as:

L]

¥

3

mformation,

opportunities to actively engage in democracy,;

an idea about what ¢an be achleved realistically;

spaces in which to meet and dizcuss; and

gevess o 1he internel, phetocopiers, et

¥l
cf

What assistance or encosragement do you need from government to fake

aclion about the issues you Irel passionate about?

Moy ideas
Brishane City Counci has devaloped “Visihle Ink', a website which allows young

r

peopie fo have a say in the Council's programs. The websile containg information
apout how young people can have thoir say, cvents for young peoplae, links Lo

iz



resources and a torum through which young peosie can express thelr opinlons.
The Council has alac provided young peaple with arsas around Bristiane where
they can come together ta meet and organise activities and projects of interest to
them. Thesa aress are gocassible 1o young people and well msoursedd (see
www.vigiblo-ink.org)).

v The Victorian Government produced a handbook for young people an how they
czn create changa In their communtty. The handboak providss suggestions un
how voung people ¢an get active an a project they feel passionate about, and how
they can implement that project (see awveyouth vic gow miindfa Ty PShookd, odf}.

¢ The Foundation far Young Australlans 18 a non-profit organisation dedicated o
developing innovative initiatives that suppon and empower young people agad 12
0 25. The Foundatian provides seed-funding for ideas, proactively sseha ¢0-
funding fo support initiatives and helps the recipients struclurs themselvas to
ensure long-term sustainability, Each year, the Foundation manages a partiolia of
granta totallng about $6 milion, At lsast 26% of total grant funding | dedicatad te
initiatives spacifically designad to benett young indigenous Austratians (sce
Www. yodngaustralians org).

ﬁ What wolé:can famifies ard. fnends pla;rjn yaftmg jmng peap.fe active and
Frohid with dagiocracy?. -

New 'doac

P The Youlh Electural Stedy (CES) fownd sl parenis we mega ched by young
peogle as the most important source of information about voting, Television and
newspapers are the next most [mpartant, however young pecpla view these latter
soUrces with somo scepticism

Y e yos e M@‘* dEELL

r‘;) What rofe can non-govemment 10UnRGations. or community organisations play
f in gaffing young people active and involved with democracy?

Hew ideas

» The Inspire Foundation (soc wanw.inapire.org.au) is a natienal non-profit
toundation which aims to create opportunities for young Australians, pringipally
aed nebhwsen 18 and 25, 1o help themselvas and others. Tha Foundation
ackoowledyes that youny people want to make a posilive dilference ia their own

s
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lives and in thelr cormmuniifes. Young paopie sre actively involved in the
development and dalivery of all the Foundation's initiatives, Ona initiative,
‘AztMow’, Is a web-hased service that will provide young penple with inlarmation
ard support on how they can become invalved in issues or causes in their
community that thay are pascionate about,

v VipeWirs Youth Sendces is a volurtear-based, non-profit youth media and training
organisation which provides young people aged between 16 and 30 with an online
farum through which they can access infermatlon gn a range of topice, participate
in discussions with oiher young people and become involved in the oxchange of
information with other young pecple (see www vinewite net). Recant intiatves
include ‘electionTracker (see www.electiontracker.netfeify which sent young
peupla out on the campalign trall as repeners in the 2004 Federal eleclivn. These
reporns werg willsed by six radio stations, SES and ABC news.

v The U5 Ad Coungil is a non-profil arganisation which produces, distributes and
prafiates public gorvica campaigns on 3 range of izeuas. A recant campaign,
'Fight Mannequinism', focussed on improving youth civic engagement and voter
participatian. It Invetved television and ragio ads almed al getting young peogle
invedved inissues they cars about, velunteering and voting (sco
wuny finhtmanneduinism.org).

r  ‘Rock the Vole' is a non-profit organisalion which aims 0 engage young paople in

the poiitical process in the United Stales and draw atention {0 issues of concgrn
1o young paople. It coordinates vator registration drives and education effonts 1o
ensure young people axercise their right to vote. Youlh culture is hamessed inthe
promotion of its campaigns, many of which feature high profile celebrities incluaing
musicians, actors, athleles and comadians, In the 2004 elections, 1.2 million
poapls took advamage of the organleation’s anline voter reglstration facility, and a
fusther 200,000 registered as agart of the Hook the Vote Bus Tour across the

couniry {see wwnd rockthevote.comsd.
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Grldzlines for making o swomission

Thers is no sot form for @ submission to the committaa. Submissions may be made using
the hquiry response famm ar ir tha form of a lelier, a substantial paper or a shart
document and they may include dppendices. Submissions may sontain facts, cpinions,
arguments and recommendations for action, The most useful submissions arg ta the
point,

The commities would prefer written submissions, but wil also accept submissions on
audio tape. For witten submissions, typed or printed teid is preferable, though legible
hand-writlen submissions are geeeptable. Numbered pages wod, for submissions in
excess of 20 pages, a brisf summany and a table of gontents 1s alse helpful,

All submissions must includs the name and comact detalls of the parscn making the
submission, Those making & submission an Bohadf of an omganisation should indicate at
whal l2val the submiasion has bean authorised {ag sub-committes, president, chair, atc ).

Public afficers may make subrmissions as pevale individuals. However, § raference is
made in a submission io their official position, it shauld alse be mada clear that the
sUbmission is made in a private capacity. Submissions from govemment departments
should be authorised in accordance with nomal depanmentat procedura,

Contont and relevancs

A subimission may cover some or aff of the issucs raiscd in the responge fam. It would be
hefplul if submissions Sleary ataled which issues are being addresaed.

The committees uslal procedure s 1o publicly release and table sutimigsians in he
Legisfative Assembly. Nat all submissions will necassarily be published andfor tabled. The
comnmittee reserves the right lo nol publish or table conlidendiat submssions, or
submissions which arg rrelevant, contain scurrllous or defamaiory matarial, or are
othervise not suitable for publishing. The committes will inform you i it decides nat 10
sccept, or not to authorise the publication of, your suhmission.

Canfidentiality

The committes atternpts Lo conduact s ngquites in the most open way possible. However,
if you balieve that your submission (o part of it) should not be made public, clearly wiile
‘confidandal on each page and, in a bricf covering lettor, explaln why vour submission
shaulad be treated confidentiatly. The commiftee will then congider your requost for
conlidentiality.

Unauthorised Release

Once the commiltes receives & submission, il becomes committes property and should
not be published witholt the committes’s authorizatien, Publication of a submission
withowt the committee's awtherisation rmeans that inat publication is not protcoted by
pariamentary privilegs Aand may amonnt to a contempt of Parliament.

All submissions should be
The Res=areh Direglor

Legal, Constiluliong] apd Adminisirai
Parliarmant LSS e
BRISBANE QLD 4000
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Submissione closs on Wednesday, 3¢ NMovember 2005
Extensions 1o the eleaing date may be given. if you need more time 16 make a

submission, or if you require further infarmation, contact the commities’s seoretariat on:

1zlephona: [07) 3406 7307
Fax: (07} 3406 7070
Email: carc@parilameni.ald.gov.au

Copias of this paper and sll ather publications by the Lagal and Constiutional Committea

are aveifable on the idemet vig the commilleg's heme paye al;
woww. parliasment.gld.gov.a weommittepsAagalrev.him
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