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RESPONSE FORM

This tarm can ba usacd to s2nd your views 1o ihe committee. Ploase send i to

Tne Reseanch Director

Leged, Canstiutional and Adminigtraive Povicw Commitiads
Partamen House

George Street

Bricbang Cad 4000

Or fax it tax 07 3406 TUAU

O ernail it frr s 8 i et Gt cgpy 20

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE
ENGAGING IN BEMOCEACY IN QUEENSLAND




Your voles

The airm of this ingquiry is to make practical recommmendations to
Inerease the interes| and participation of young people in demosracy in
Csensiand,
The commiltae wants 10 hear from young psople, in particalar, about:
% what is negued in Queonsiand;
# what will work:

#  what won't; and

i what you want tn do or expetience.

We would also like to hear from all people in Queensland who have an
“interest in young peopls, or in young people engaging in democracy.

To holp you to think abouwt, disglss and respond o maktors relevant to
the Inquiry, we have sot out Dolow some:
% issues; and

% examples of strategies suggested or tried clsowhere,
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Voting Slsters fud Clestoral Covniission Rueznslaad

Educalion/information .

It is the |ob of the Elacioral Commission Quecnsiand (ECG) to enslite that pacple
enro! and vote &t etections. To da this, the ECQ uses educalion and awargnass
programs {&.g. postcards, posters and school visits).

- What could-ihe ECO r'.fa beﬂer ar dfﬁ‘emnrfy il gaf*::s maﬁ,aag.e across fo
foung people?”

Mow Haas

In 2003, Elections Canada pardnered with Cabile in the Classroom to davelop a
new yoter aducalion program for students, including a contest challanging paople
aged 16 to 18 fo ceate 30-second publle cervice announcemaents on video telling
thoit peers why the demooratic process and voting are fmportant,

The Unied Kingdarn Elaciaral Cammissian's 'Da Palfics' aims ta get young
people involved in democracy. |t may be accessed al: www dopalitics oo k. Tho
Polities” conducts workshops and events, and provides resources and tramng
across the UK for young peonle,

* InAustralia, the Youth Clectoral Study (YES} found that some incentives would
_ atract & first vote. Young people said a tax break or the use of promational rock
congerts would ba the most sffective incentivas, bul there was also some suppol
for the nation that incantives showld not be necdad 25 voting is a responsibility
that comes with citizenship.

A

Yoter regiatration
Irn Australia, each person must complete an enralment foem o register (o vole.

Fow ocatid: tha £0Q meke it ﬁas;ar for. vouing peopf& o enrn.‘ and bacc}me
W registered to wte? -

Mew ideas

v Inzome countries, registration i3 done by the government so that neople are
automatically registered when they reach voting age.  An indernatfonal repart by
the Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Youllr Voler Pariicipation,
suqgasts aUtmatio registration by the government rativer than it baing a duty of
sach person to enrol

v Other countries enable people 1o register at a polting station on election day, or
oneline.

’ InL-aneds, Elections (anada identtias penple wha have lurmed 18 hroogh
infarrnahian pravided by, lor example, the tax office and moter vehicls wegisters.
The Chief Eleciors| Officer writes to these people to ask therm o conlirm that thay

- are slgible to vote and consont {0 boing inctudod in the natlonai register,
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Polling stalions
In Quwensland, polling stations are usually focated in schools or halls and are apen
between Bain anc 6pm).

ﬂ How could tha ECO make it easier for young peoplaio cas! their voie?

New ideas

+ Inrecent Canadian elections, Eleclions Canada intreduced more polls in locations
to which young people have easy access, such as near stutent residancas and
university neighbourhoods.

¢« InCanada, polling stations are open for 12 hours.

»  Delegations {ram the Australian Efectoral Commission and tha Victorian Elactaral
Commission observed electronic voting processes at elections in the USA, UK
gnd lredand betwsan 2000 and 2002, The delegatlons considared the different
oftigns that are available, their advaraged and disadvontages and how cach
cglion would suit Australia’z vofing sysfaerms. The delegalicns recommended e-
veting be made available 10 cetain classes of voters including woters v Antarchica,
velers in remote locations, voters with a disability and ovarseas volers (see
WA aes.qov.ayl eontentwhatvotingdelectronic repotfindsx.ntm and

wi gec gov Ay contentiwhavvoling/i-voling seport,dt).

v Arecent report o the Victorian Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Commitiae,
Victowlan Electronic Democragy, considered glectronic voting., It recommended
thal Victorian elections shouid not be sonducted remotely via Information and
tommunications 1echnologies in the near future, but identiticd the tollowing key
adu&ntages of remate \-'Elﬁl"lg systelns

- oasy ageess for travellers and disabied people;

providing an interface for othor tochnologies such as soreen readers, Braille
camputers, mapnifiars or altarnative data entny aystems;

- alfowing for the casy and cheap distribution of ballgl papers in Qiffétent
languages;

- instantenecus processing: and

- zlfowing voters 1o acceas a wide range ot other information while considering
and casting their vate,
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Advance vaiing

Currently in Queensland, i yau can't vots at your nearest polling booth onthe day
of a state election, special acrangements can be mada for you to cast your vots,
sisch as by adhvancs veting in person or postat voting. Thase oplians ara avaiable
in only some circumstances - for exampie, if you: will be interstate on polling day;
have & disability; or can’t vale on that day because of religious beliefs, For furlher
information, see www ecq gid gov.au.

5 Do youthink mone yolng peaple would wote if they-could do:sg at any time in
E the ' week' foading W waﬂ .afac:ﬂanﬂﬂhom mmw meaf a.mr speﬂar

¥

v In e UK, posial voilng ls availabic 10 any eligile voler on request. A person may
apply for postal velng for a particular elaction, far 2 cartain period nf time or for all
future elsctions.

v Tofaciltate voting, the slate governmen could declare the day of a stas clection
a public haliday or schedule an election for a cay other than a Saturdeay.

v Infuture, if alectronic voting were 1o be introduced, for example, it need rot be
neceasary to have an ‘slection day', with all voles cast un he same day. Voling
could take place, for exarnple, over an 'slection waalk’,

X Yes ar oublic H\‘tﬂ'u_j

Close af rolls
Currently, after a state election is calied, pecple have between § and 7 days 1o
registar lu vote,

Do you think young pecpie could ba Wrmmmw
to-enrol after-an giection is caliod? .

Maw igezs
+  Prior to the 2004 {ederal election, the Spacial Minister of Siate, Erig Abetz
progosed that;

b the gleoteral roll ba closad to new voters on the day the election writs would be
iIgsued (usually the day the election is announced); and

¢ people wishing fo change their cnrelmont details be given three daystodo  ao.
Thes proposal did net proceed as it was not supparted by the non-govemment
pasties,

Nono oo R
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Fixed election day
In Chueenslandg, thers is no fixed alactivn day for slate slections,

A fixed election day could affow improved civies education courses, mock-electians
and other strateqiss encouraging young peeple's engagement with elections to b
planned in advance (sea Milner). For example, a tixed election day would aliow
civics educators to plan and conduct their sourses in paralled with an elaction

camEaign.

Da you think Improved givies educalion is g worfhwhﬂa reascm far govemment
o oonsider g dhanges fo e d s Slectione? -

MNew ideas
»  In Qusenslang, elections for all local government authorities are generally held
owery four years on the 1ast Saturday in Mareh,

o=
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Mew voling system

In Quesnsland, 2 system of optional preferantial voting is vsed. A fact sheet aboln
PV is available fror: wew.ecq gld.gov.au,

M Do you think young people would be- maore. likely ta vola f the voling system
wis changed so that candidates munlng on.cerliin- issyes of particiar interest
fo yourig peap!c—:- Wers: inore erfr ‘m gef efecied and have .a voice i
padhament? - ) ) )

Mew deas

r Appendix D oontaing o rovisod verelon of a papor propared for an inguiry, Heads
oh Paniamaont, by the Legat and Constitrtional Committes of the provious
Farltament. It provides infermation absul our voling ayatem and ways it might be
changad 1o provice more diversity in candidates who might be elacted,

v A in Quasnsland, the voling system in the UK makes il very diflicult for
candidates from minor partics to get elected. |n May 2005, soma 500,000 school
students in the UK voled in & mock election 1o coincide with tha goneral ¢lecions.
The students vated for the actual candidates. The resulls shawed hat the
slucerts were allracted 10 parties which ran candidates on certain issues; for
gxample, studante who folt passionzte abou! the anvironmerd votad lor the Green
Party, Despite failing to have & single candidate returned in the general elections,
the Grean Party securec 45 out of a possible 348 seats in the mock gloction.

v Proporticnal reprasantation vofing, which is used for Serate glections in Ausiralia,
provides groatar apportunity for minor panies 1o win seats.

N, e
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Voting age

in Australia, you must be 18 years old to vete. The minimum voting age in ather
countries ranges from 1510 21,

The minimum ages set by the h&w!orameractmi}&smiswdnappend‘mﬂ
Shoutd the vating age ba fowaned 10 17 o 16 years?; ¥Why or why not?

New |daas

v In April 2004, following & pruject un the age of eloctoral majority, the United
Kingdom Electoral Commission racommended that the minimum aga for all levels
of voting In public cigetions in the UK remain at 18 years for tha time being. The
UK Electoral Commissian achised, however, that i expacied lo undertake =
turther fomal review of the minimum voting age within & further five to seven
years It encouraged the government [0 considar inkiating a wider review of the
age of majority.

v In 2000, a repoart on changing social and legal frameworks for young Australans
taund that, despie same interest in gelting more involved in their community and
in govemment declsion-making processes, young pecple wara gulte reluctant 1o
claiim the right and responsibllity of having the vote youngar than at age 18, Tho
majority (74%) of young poopls involved in the research said that they wera not
raady or interested in getting invalved in farmal palilical processes such as woling
belare they were 18. Their parents agreed, wilh a majority (61%) suggesting thal
yaung people are nol mature ensugh and not interested In voling befare they are
18, and that young peaple under 18 have other prossures 10 confront and contend
with (see Carson, Filzgeraid and Nocha).

v Gompulsory voting was infroduced in Queensiand in 1914 and by the
Commonwealth in 1924, Rasearch by Miinar {putlishad in Chie Literacy: How
informed Cltizens Make Demegracy Work, University Presa of New England,
Hanover, 2002) indicates that the effect of introducing compulsary vating in
Auatralia was to bring about a 23% overall increase in voling.

¥ a0 wes b Y mmg;}gﬁgﬂw

CAnation

Education In schools

In Queensiand schoais, there i3 no subject called ‘civics education’ or ‘citizenship
edugelion’. rimary and secondary students learn about democracy, including
parfiament, government and elections, in a numbser of differant subjects. Students
also experienca demaocracy at school, for example through alections for school
coungll membors andior school leaders.

Frucation about democracy
Additlonal educational opportuniies relevant to democracy include:
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» visits {0 the Queensiand Parfiament, or to a regicnal sitting of the Queensland
Parliament, and educational activities provided by Pariamentary Educalion
Sarvizes: and

v elecioral education activities condugted by the Australian Electoral Commissian,
such g school visits,

For students

';i What viorked welt and vtiat did you. en;cy whm g Ie&mf abaut or
exparianzed demobriey in yoir school?.
What more ‘could. sthools 'do fo encouraga you fo va.fue damocmcy and
prspere you 5o mai you are. M:-.'f mfanned and oonﬁdanr abom sﬂgagfng in
dermberacy? ; e g :

Far leachers
? Fow does your$chooldpproach civice ddiatiedf aidprathcs denwcrary?
8 How'coild shidsnis bebeflor propared to efigade io-demodidey? - ;

Maw {dgas

*  ln previous inquirtes, the Legal and Canstitutional Committes and the Legal and
Constitutional Commitiees of the 4% and 50 Parliaments have made
recarnmendations about civics education in Quaensland. Simitar
recommendations have boen madc by many other Ausiralian bodles in recent
years, A st of some of these recommendalions ia set oul in appendix C.

v The Constitutional Centre of Weslem Australia was established o encoutage
people of all ages 1o learn about the Western Augtralian poififcal system and how
1o actively participate in it. [ ofters displays on the Gonstitution and aspects of
cilizenship and political histary. The Electoral Education Centra is located wihin
the same complex, and provides interacthre programs allowing paople o cast 8
yioe, distover the origing of demuocragy and understand how the voling system
works (Soe warw coentre wa.gov.awindes hirmd, Programs, pragamed in ways
which cngage young pecple, are also ecnducted for school students visiting the
{ientre. Trachar resaurca kits complemeant sach nrogram. Besourne Eoxes oh
various topies are available fo schools norermote areas. Inaddition, the
Constitutional Centre has developad an "Out Reach Program' which imwlves a
ngwork o lecal pecpia In wirzl and remote areas af Westen Australia providing
programas to sludems in thase areas. Someo programs anc spocific o Indigenous

Communities.

b A Civics and Citizenship Education website {which incorporates a previous
‘Discovaering Democracy’ wabsiie) is www clvicsandeitizenship.edu.qu,

» 'Kidg Yoting USA’ is a naticnal non-profit, non-partisan organisation that tcaches
students ahout citizenship, aivie responsibility, demacrany and political
pamticipation. Together with clussroum aclivities, students are provided with an
opporiunity 19 cast 2 "kids Votlng' hallat on alagtion day, and thoy vota on the
same candidoles and rssles aa adults. In 2004, 1.5 million students tkned out 12
vole tor presidential, local and state candidates. Areas wilh a Kids Yaoting USA
program have showed a voling rate for regislered 18 year alds which is 14%
tigier than for non-participating areas. See www kidsvotingusa .oyl

»  Aspart of the Kids Voting US4 service, 'Doublellick Demacracy {56
v kidswoting risa arg/Douhle Slinkdinten aso) was devefaped o allow studanta to
participate in ar avifiemic voling expenence using @ web-bassd valing system.
The online baliote replicgle the candidates and fssues adults voio for, and provids
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students with practice ballots which have links o candidate biographios and other
resources. About 35,000 students paricipated during tha 2004 presidential
elechions.

v Teans N2 Politice” Js a US-Dased website which offers yvoung people an
apportunity 4o participate in discussion forums on lapics such as the economy,
foreign policy, genera! political issues, animals and the environment, Provision is
alzo mads for young people 10 contriblte to discussians under the banner of teft

wing chat' end 'right wing comer. See www ieensnZpolitics.com/Aorums,.
% - o
x oo v e Runin @0

The Politiesl Systen g Polibieiding

Folitical parties
Tho 20034 Young Austrafian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested thal young
pacpla feef shut out of mainstream pary politics.

The te¢rmer Quesnaiand State Youwth Advisory Gouncil tald the commities that the
issues addressed by politicsl parties, particularly at election time, are dominabad by
roser vexlevarl o ulder peup!e and vur agelng population.

¢ SIS pim g e o
s .:"i -"hl %‘g‘g 7

Mew idaas

» D Anadne Vromen, a leclurer at the University of Sydney, researches yaung
people and palitics. She writes that, Tha one area of participation that remains
low tor young paople, and indoed for most Australians, & momcership of political
pires. Hather than labeliing party mambearship decling as apathy, we ought o
see how upappealing polifical parties bave become, And it is up to parlies to
invulve @ new generation. This might not e by way of formal membership,
Instaad, parties might consul young peoplc onissuges relevant 1o thoir fives' [zee
Viomen).

v Inthe US, & nationwide study of vouth attitudas found that vuu-nq peoMa were

active in their communitics but nat concored about poltics. Az an ouleome of
that study, a strategy adopted to re-connect youth to democracy is that, during
electing carmpaigns, the madia offer yaolh-moderated nandidata debales {aea
Malionzd Assuctalion of Seeretares of Stat),
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Poiiticians

Many regeareh sudiss in Australia and Intarnationally reves| thar young people arg
aynical abou! the Cehaviour of polticians,

How can poliiiclans themsotvos restore the faith of young pedple in
demacracy? . . - _ e j

MNew ideas

v Drprizdna Vromen saye that politiclans enfy conglder young paople when they
prescnt 2 problem; that young peeple tend to be talked about rathor than talked
with, and that young peaple's perspectives are rarely included in public debate,
Cr Vromen suggests that whal is needed is direc] evidenge of young paople's
experiences and arguments based o such evidunos [(see Wromen).

»  Inthe United Stotes, Conada and the Uniled Kingdom, whers vating lsn't
compulsory, it faa been shown that contact with political panies and gandidatos ig
an impotant element of 'get-out-the-vote' strategies. Following the 2001 British
genera! election, the UK Blectaral Comimission identilied a lack of canvassing by
pdliticlane as a likely reasor for dissatisfaction (and fow turnouty among firsi-tiime
votors.

¥ oy Qp\\z}xym%_._ﬁﬁ promees

Yo Peobie and the C{:mm;wuitpj

Belng heard

Whila yourg poaple may oe turned ofl politics as it currently oparatos. many
studies and surveys have Tound that young peonte are very interssted in political
issues impartant 1o them. The challenge for governments is to engage with young
peopke, gnd the first thing 1hat young people say is fhat they want 1o be haard.

? Have you used gny of ihe govenmnen! vpporlunifies (G voice yoor opinions
B abourissuss? How effective was it?
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New ideas

b In Westen Australia, tha Civies and Citizenship Unit in the Departimant of Premicr
and Cabinet aims tn enhance democracy in that state thraugh civics education
and the gromotion of an active citizanry. The goal is 8 vemmunily whare alf
Westem Australians are valued as citizens, where they pfay 2 significant role in
setting palicy priorities and whare they halp shape the nature of ther sociaty {see!
www citfzen WA IOV

L4 or Artadne Vromaen SUQQGsts that, "Young padnie have a ead rangs of
econornic, sacisl, and palilical experiances’ and that we nead ta ‘create inclugive
ferms of govemance that recoonise and build upon different ways of making
corrnunities. Those fin power nead to listen 10 young people mare, end young
people's diverss views and experences need 1o bg anticulated in the medla’ (sea
Yromen}.

X el s ple

? Hoiwdd yor, think govemmieiit shoild vl yourng people in the decizions it
L makes? Wma#mds mkbeﬁfﬁ:rgfm 'fade—ﬂa—)‘ar:e ‘Wi basedfoniine
meiheds orwriten?’ 37 T T Y VIR

Mew idess

¢ In 2003, the Commission lor Children and Young People was invitad to participate
n & committes for the davelepment of a sports and recreation Facility for youny
peanie on Palm Island in North Quecnsland. The Commission underlined tha
mpartance o the commitles asking young people what ey wanted, The issue
for the Commission was not $o much “how do we invalve chffdran in the buflding
uf o fgeaifity™ bl relher Frow oo we ged the facliy the ofiildrerr waniP"

v [N 2003, in Parramatia in Sydney, a Youth Jury progentod young peosle with
practical opportunities to learn and discuss the diverse interesia and conecins of &
wide varzty of young peaplas across the Parramatta region. Participanis learhed
shout leamwark, negolialion skiis and the powers of governiment. This enabled
them to form realistic recommendations 1o support the noeds of the coliective
wouth of Paramatta.

The aim of the Youth Jury was to assist with bridging raclal intelarancs and
cutural diversidy among woung people of Parramatta.

Tho recommendations of the Youth Jury were aimed at key government and
community argarisations of Parramatia.

N _ NN Sewre otnd e e los,
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Taking acilon

Young people want 1o be actively Involved in democracy. Valing at efections s only
cne way of being involved in a demaodoralic socialy,

Which of the folfowing activities have you odrred out, o would jou ke fo carry

Have done Would ke to
¥ ar xj do ({orx

Activity

oiunieanng

kutiating or panicipating in a local youth project
Initisting or aignng o pelition

Anencing a rally or protest

Taking part in a strike

Bping a member ot a politieal pamy

Being a member of & trade uilon

Being a member of a studant unien

Being a membaer of & non-govemment
erganisation which lebbigs government {(&.4a. The
Witdemess Boclety, Amnesty infemslian:,
Grenpeace)

Contacting a polilician or local povemment
councillor

Participaling in & Youth Pafiament
Baing Invalvad In a Yeuth Council

Baing involved in an arganisatian which seeks to
raprazant tha views of voung people (g.g. Young
Austrelian Rural Motwo k)

N EHEOODJEZRX
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MNE &

Young people say that to be engagead in democracy they need things sueh as:

F

r

&

Information;

opportunities 1o actively engage in democracy:
an idea about whait can be achieved raalistically;
£paces in which 10 mas! ang discuss; and

access to the intemel, photocopiers, ete.

Whiat assistance or encovragemont do you naed from govemmen! (o lake
actiony b tha fesuas you feel passionate about?

Menwy ideas

Brishane City Councll has developad "Visible Ink’, a website whish aillows yourniy
peorile to have a say in the Gouncil's programa. The website contains information

aloul how youny peopie can have ther say, svents for young peaple, Inks 1o

/o)
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fescurces and a forum through which young peaple can express thair opinions.
Tie Coungit has also provided young people with areas around Brisbane where
they can come legether to meet and crganiss activites and prolacts of interast to
them. Thasa areas are accessible 1o young people ﬂnd well reacurced (368

wrw vigitle-ink.orgf).

v The Viclorian Governmaent producad 3 handbook for young poogle on Now they
can greate change in their community. The handboak provides suggestions on
haw young people can get acfive on a project they feel passionate about, and how

thiey cam implement that project (see www youtnage. ooy, ausdis TYPSbookZod).

»  The Foundation for Young Australians is a non-protit erganisation dedicated 10
cevaloping innovative initiatives that support and empower young peaple aged 12
t 25. The Feundation provides seed-funding lor ideas, proactively seeks co-
funding to suppart inftiatives and helps the reciplents structure themseives to
ensure long-tarm sustainability. Each ycar, the Foundation manages 4 portfoliq of
grants tofaling about £6 million. At least 255 of total grant funding iz dedicated 1o
initialives apecilically dasignad o benefit young Indigenous Australians {see

www voungaustralians ong),
Y PPtk

What! mile-can . hmﬁfasandﬁamdsp&rhgeﬂagrmwe ac:mfaand
rvivod with damoctaey?. - :

Mew ideas

v The Yeouth Electoral Study (YES) found thar parome aro rogardod by young
paopla as the most imponant source of information about voting. Telovision and
Newspapers are the next moat impadant, howsyver young people view these lattar
sourcas with same acepticizm.

FAALTR <) S Yo

? What role ¢an non-government foundations-or communily arganisations ey
& in getting young peaple active and invoived with demaocracy?

Moy ideas

*  TheInspirg Foundation {3ee www nspire.or au) is a national noen-praht
foundation which aims to create oppertuniligs for young Australians, prncipally
afged betweon 16 and 25, (o halp themsaives and others. The Foundation
acknowiedges that young pooplc want to make & positten difforohoc ir their own’

A
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lives and in their cormmunities, Young people are actively invalved in the
developrment and delivery of all the Foundation's inftiatives, One mitiadive,
‘AciMow' | ie a wab-based sarvice that will provide young people with information
ard suppart on how thay can beeoma invalved in issues or causes in their
community that they are passionale ahaout,

+  \ibeWira Youth Sarvices i& a voluntsor-bassd, non-prafit youth media and fraining
organisation which provides young peonie aged between 16 and 30 with an online
forum through which they can actess infomation an a range of tapics, participale
in discussions with other young people and become involved in the exchange of
information with other young people (oo waew, vibewire.nel}. Fecen! ntialives
include ‘viectionTracker (sog www.elecliontrackar.net/ow) which sant young
peopie cut on the campaign trail as reporters in the 2004 Federal efecton, These
raparts wess wilised by six radio stations, 8383 and ABC news.

*  The US Ad Council is a non-profit crgenlsation which produces, distributes and
promoias publicc gorvice campaigns on a2 range of issucs. A recent campalgn,
Fight Mannequiniam’, 1acussed on impraving youth civie angagement and voter
paticipation. It imwlved felevision and radio ads aimed at getling young peopla
involved in issues they care about, volunteering and volting {see

www fightmanneguinism.org),

v ‘Rock the Vote' 15 & non-perofit ofganisation which 2ima 10 engags young peaeplc in
the pofitical process in the Uniled States and draw alterdion to jsaues of concem
to young peopls, Iooardinates vater registration drives and education sffors 1o
ensure youny peopie exercise their right to vole. Youth cullure is hamessed in the
pramation of its camzaigns, many of which faaiure high profile celabrities including
mugicians, acters, athietes and comedians. In the 2004 cloctions, 1.2 million
paople ook advantage of the organisation’s nnlina vater registration fadility, end a
furlher 200,000 registered a5 apart of the Rock the Vole Bus Tour across the
country (sea warw. rockthevote.com).
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Guidelinas for maring @ sudrdsalon

There i3 no set form for 8 submission 0 the committed. Submissions may be made using
the ruiry response fom ar in the form of & latter, a substantiz| papear ora short
docwment and they may include appendicss. Submizaions may contain facts, opinions,
arguments and recommaengations for acton, The most usetul submissions are to the
pgint.

The committes would prefer written submissions, bt will alse accept aubmissions on
audio tape. For written submissions, typed or printed lext is preferable, though legible
hand-written submissions ars acceptable, Numbered pages and, for submissians in
gxcase of 20 pages, & brief summany and a tabls of cantenis is also heipful

Ali suomissfons must Include the name and ¢ontast details of the person making ihe
submission. Those making o submission an Dehaft of an organisation should indicate at
what lewal the submissian has baan autharisad [ag sub-commitaa, prasident, chair, et ],

Fublic officers may make submissicns B3 private individuala. However, it reference is
made it a submission 16 thair official position, A should also be made claar thal the
submission is snads in a privale capacity. Sulmissiens (rom goverminent departments
should be awthorized in accordance with nonmal dapartmanta! procedire,

Confent and relevance

A submission may cover 8ome or 3l of the issues raised in the rasponse 'omm. I8 would be
helptul if sutmissions clearly stated which issues are baing arldressead.

The committea's LasLal procadure is ta publicly ralease and fable submissions in the
|_egislative Assembly. Not all submissions will necessarily be published and/or tatled. The
committes reserves the right to not publish or table confidential submissicns, or
gubmisslons which are irralevant, comain scurrilpus or daefamacory material, or ara
othendise not suidable for publishing. 1he cammittee will inform you i it desides notto
accept, ar nat to Authorise the publication of, your submission.

Confidentiality

The comenittes allempls te condugt ils inguires in the mosi open way possibie. Howeaver,
it you beligve that your gubmigsion (or pan of B} should not be made public, claary wiite
‘wonfisential’ on cach page and, i a brief covearing letter, explain why your submission
should be treated confidentially. Tha committae will then conaidar your request for
canfidentiality.

tnavthorised Aeleass

Once lhe commiltes receives a submission, it becomes committee propedy and shouic
not be publiched without the committae's authorisation, Publieation of a submigslon
whhout the committea’s authorisation means that that publicabion 8 nol protected by
pariiamentary griviltege 2nd may amount to a contermpt of Parizment.

All submissions should be SEHM

The Research Director
Leyz| Constitutional and Adminigtrative Review Commitiag
Fadirnent House, George Strost

BRISBAKNE QLD 4000
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Suhﬁiissi‘pns_clnse an Wednesday, 30 November 2005

Fxtensions to the clasing date may be given. Il you need more time to make a
suDmission, o if you require further information, contact tha commitiee's secrelarial on:

Telephone: (OF) 3406 7307
Fax: (07) 3408 7070
Email: igarc@ parlament ald.gov.an

Coypies of this paper and all othat putlications by the Legal and Constitutional Commiltes
ara avalable on tho intornet via the committee’s home paga at:
leaw ht
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