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The aim of this inquiry ill tu mak .. pra<:ticill n.comm,mdations lo 
increase th .. inlerllsl ;<~d pilrlicipaliOll of \'<lung poople in democracy in 

QLJaensland. 

Tho comrniftae wants to hear from )'Qung people, irl particular, alxlU:: 

'f< wh!lt wilt work; 

~, what won't; and 

* wh~t yOlJ wallt In do or "",per;"n,,,,. 

W", wollld also ,ke to hear lrom al people in Queen~l~nd whn hav" ~n 

in1ere"' in ,.,~g ~opk, or in yooog ~opl~ ~ng~in8 in democracy 

To ~ctp >00 to think about, discuss Md respond to matlOre relevant to 
the Inquiry, wc havo set OUI belOw SOll'\C: 

'C;, i&'lues; and 

:r' examples of strategies 2UQg(!Sted Of tried clsewhcro, 



EducaCignl"mformation 

It iI:l tne)ob Of me Electoral Commtssion QoocnslancJ (EeO) to enSU!9 that poo~I\/ 
enrol and vote at electlOrul. To do this, the ECO uses educalion Md awarorlws 
programs (e.g. poslc1l(ds, posters and school visits) 

I. ~=;:;ECQ oo:tieJkr ordifferan1ftri:rget'~m~'la~1! ~S9 to 

tle."" ,k;mi 
In ~003, Elec1ioos CaMd8 partne<ed with Cable in the Classroom to Oe"",rop a 
rlt'W voter educalion!KOQr;,un for .tlldents, incl~di09 a conwst chanengin<;l peopfe 
agad 16 to 18 to CfWi19 3CH:acond puDfIo SONk:O annOUllCilmlil1Uo CIl video temn>l 
their peers why lhe democratic proocss Md votir,g arc important. 

The Un~e-d Kingdom Electoral Oxnmissioo's 'Do Politics' ~ims to get young 
people inl/Olved in democ'acy. 11 may IN access....t at: wwwdoool'tics,CQuls- '[)o 
Pol~ics' c<.>!!ducts workshops and i1wnlil, ind provides resource. and t,ain;n9 
across tha UK for \'OU1lfI pwplo. 

In A~rali.!, thf! Youth EJer.loral S11Jdy (YFS) 100mrl that ~ome incenti1te3 would 
altraci a'fim ~ote_ Yoong peopr ... said a la>: break Of the use 0/ promolWJnaJ rock 
<.:OIl~arts Vlould b\I tho most i1HiCllvo incontiv~s, bul thille was al::;o S()IIl" ~lJI.>fXlll 
tor the nation that inOcntivos should not 00 needed as voting is a resp(lnsio~ity 
tl~t oomes with citizenship 

'"---~--. 

Voter registration 

I~ Australia, each p",r~ mu~t r:<>mpiP.t", an MrolmMI fmm to register to vote. 

lD I-!owOOl.IId /he £00 1tl8/C/l i/ (l!lSiBr /0. YOOllO peopIfJ 10 enrol and become 
11' ft{)ist<'lred to vd",? . 

New idot!ils 

If! oome countries. registrlltioo is done by the goVl'!mment so that people are 
~1.tomatic81Iy regi:slered when they r .. ach voting age. All in1ernalionaJ r"'flmt by 
tho< Institut .. Jor D"'"ocfa~y and EifI<;laral Aiisi~t"fIG'" Youlll VQj",r Pank:ip"'hn, 
sLJgc:l8StS automatic registration by the govornment rather \han it being a duty 01 
each person to enrol. 

Other COl.llltr;"'s ~fI"l.>I(j pw~I" tu regist", at a "",I~"y ~(alio" on e!<.lotiQ" day, or 
on·~"", 

In L:anaaa, t:lectiOns COOMa idenM..,s people who M.vl! turned 11) mfoug~ 
rnj,)I"m"IJOO provided by, lor exan-.pl .. , the :~~ olfic~ alld motor veh,c"," l"'Di.'~~ r~. 
n", CII,<#!', Ek.ot;iQr~1 Offk; .. , wr~~s to (nesa poopl" to ~s k lI"'lTl to ~·Uillir:l\ ih~t they 
am ;'IIigibl9 (0 vote ar>d DOnsenl ta bdng ioctudod in the natlOflal reGister. 



Pollin!l' stations 

In Queensland, p<llling st~ljons ar~ ~sually located", schools Or ha:ls and W\ open 
b"l:weIIr, &i.m and 6prn. 

iD Haw r::ouId tiJ8 ECG makE! it NSier for yoongpiKJpl9'toeasHhf!/r VL'iffl? 

New id"as 

In recent C~ n~di'ln elections, Eledion~ CaMn'l intrndL"''''''' more po~s ill locationS 
tQ wha, young PfIOPIa have easy access, such as near student resi(llo,r'ICP." 'lM 
uriwrsity ""ighlxlurtlOods. 

In Canada, po/I>oC otalions nro O!len jor 12 hol.ll's, 

De"'g.'I~ions l,om the Alffitrllli~n El.ectoral Commission Md tl1 " Vidorian Electoral 
Comrniss iOIL oI>s .... ved .. Iedro"i~ vot;ny p!UO<SSIi. at ~ lectiQrls in the USA, UK 
. nd frIIl.nd ooIWoon 2000 and 2002, Tho dglllga!lons oonllid!Jrod th9 ditlenmt 
o~[ion$ that are available, thet!' advanla~e9 arld disactvnntaO-e5 and how ()(lC/) 
DI1ion would ~LJit Au~tr31i,,'~ ~oting ~Y"tem ~ _ Tne rl~Ie()'ltion" recomm ~nded e­
..otinQ be made available 10 c9rtain classes 01 vote,s including voters" AntMclica, 
W:""" i., r<1moto .locations, vot91S w~h iI disability and overSl!as 1Kl1 .... ~ Isee 
WoIIW.ae:c.Q9V~~onfen!IWh;)VyQt;n<:®lec\rQ!1&.n!J.1Q.rtl!1ld9_x-,tum_ and 
W'IN/,geg poy,nLi cgnlentIWhaYYofjoolt:' 'lQI,OQ rem pdt). 

A recent report 01 lJ1e V:C1Ofian Scrllliny of Acts and Regulatia1~ C()mmitIP. ~. 
Vk:luriitf/ Eie<.1rooic; DI!mDCr.ir;y, ConSiOOff!ti ~1"'-1ron", votilL!l. It rQCornmended 
th~1 Victortan eJectio~s shOUld I10t be condtJOlrxl remotely yj; IrlIormat;on and 
commun:cmions I<)Chrlologic:l irlthe near future. but identified the fOllowi<lg key 
oo,.antal)e~ 01 r~met<!! volir\9 systems: 

casy aOCe:Js tor trawlJers and di3abled people; 

providing all rllerface (or other technologies SlJCh as screen leaders, Braillg 
computer3, mll.~nili<!!r3 or alternative dat~ entry ~ ystema; 

allowinc tor the ~MY and cheap distribution 01 b;J.l ot papcm in d~e'ent 
lall\llJll [J<!!~: 

ins:antanoous prDC~s~iIlIl: and 

allowing VOlers to acce~5 !l Wide range ct other i.'11ormation w!1 iIc considering 
lInd r.~..r"o th~ir vote, 



AdV.nce lIollng 
Curren~y In OueenslMd, it you c.aM't vot. at your TleIl1l'>S! polliriog booth on"!he day 
ot 11 alAlot ~ioo. spocial a<ra~~1$ can w rrHKIiI fgryo u to cast yoor wta, 
sue/l.u by ~ lIOIin!l in p/n0ll 01 postGl ~ TM:Ie OPtlcns are Q~.e 
VI QI'l~ scmo Ci~ . Jof $JWnpIe, ~ you: .... ill be imer .. a~ on poIflg di:!y; 
II3ve a dlil(lbil~ or can't...:lle on ltla! cUy because of rQligiou$ biji.h. Far furth'lI 
Il'1kl<r.Iation. __ .M.gId,W'I, II Y. 

1& 
Dt;J ,~,ltI./IIk~yo/f'i!i~. would .~ff tt,.Y~~'flO "'a'lY iim9 m 
r;" ." ~fi" liiading -. ·,atJ A'~' ~"im';:i,'f;:f-J J .. -" .• a! 
~,ft:,doso?vr 'j~::,' :"", :",~ . i ';!, ' ,",. ;.'>":·~"f:'-:f";' ,.~.,lll1Y,-8POO' 

New 1QtQ, 
In Itw UK, posl4ll YO~ is avaIlnbio 10 rmy etig!bIe VC\efOtl request. "pelaorl ma~ 
QPIy tor postal vomg !of 11: pa.meular dt!clion,. for 11 CI!lt.!Iin potnOd nI mv. 01 tor loll 
",,(,,'0 eI&CCOI'H1. 

To faeiit.t18.....,oog, tll"..we 1/OWrrmen1 00IJ1d d9<liatolhe clay ot a GUll! eloolion 
a po,blic iKliday Of sdlOOule an lliectlon tor (I. day other ttlOll a Saturday. 

In M~ro. ~ electronic voting W81'l1lO M introduced, for eJUlmple. ~ need 001 re 
neco"lIl'lIlo h~w>"~ 'election clay, with aH voIiIS cad <>11 tin. ~,unll day. VO~"!I 
co...., takill place, 1(>'" .,xamplOl, DV9< 11" 'e\ec1lon wlloQk·. 

".. YeS Or pv&J\ic I-oliJy 

Cla .... o' rolls 
Curr<'!ntly. afla.r a ~tal ... IIklctDn III cali9d, poople halle bct\Wen 5 aM 7 d:lvs to 
regi$W 10 " 018, 

~ lb~JI~~COtJItJW~~.>I2:'~~ 
la 10 flJjloIllIIfiI iUI GIecficr/.lu:DlkXJ? -_ ~'" _ .'. . _ . 

N!!W1gN1 

f"linr 10 tho.> 2004 Ii!'dQf;t1 em"'liQn, 11111 :'poelal MInister of Sl3.t&, Eric Aoou: 
proPO$IiIU thill: 

the OICCIOI'!lI rol bft c~1Id to MW ~TS on the day the election ""its MJ<.Jkl bIiI 
J3~uea (IAUIIlly Ih" day the e\ecllon is .. fYlourcw) , ... aJ 

peopIot w"u,flq to cnange !heir cnrolmcllt detail:l be!JIW~ th reo O!II'S 10 do 30.. 

Ths prop:>IIII r d id IlOl procaGd as ~ W3~ lIat 2Jpporlcc by tho non.govemment 

""'Iin. 

\ - -1lQ 



Fix .. d electiOJl day 

In Q~""s[~fKl, thar~ i~ no fi>;\Od ..,1\lCli<;n day for slat" "klCtions. 

A fixoo el\lctioo day could allow irnprovW "ivb I!ducation COUf5es, mock·~leclion~ 
and olher straleQies enoouragltlg young people's engagement I'f~h 91I1C1io"" b 00 
planned in ~d~ltnc~ (~ee MiIMr). For example, a fixed eleOlion day would allow 
civics educators to plan and conduct their courses in parall<'l wiln an e!ed:ion 
carnp3.ig~. 

~ Cia)'Qli .think. imprr;r.;e.;! "J'vj~~uCi/.ikm 1$ .. 8 .wi:>rlhwfliJ8 leasm. kx gcvemmenl 
l!' to consldera Chrmge /0 tfxea IGIm eleclkJns? -

New ideas 
In QWllnsland, lilgctions for all local lIovlilmm"nl aulhori;i.,~ ar .. ~o;Mleffi~y held 
C\iory four y~ars on the last Saturday in Marc11. 

"t 0.') we .....we Ib 

New 1I0ting system 

In Q~ensland." "Y"lfJm of optional f"l!f""'nti~1 vilting i~ uMd. A Ill.Ct aMet abou1 
'OPV' ii avail .. ble iro"" \.ww_w_gld.gov_~u, 

po youlhi&}'OIJf'9 peopie WWdbf, m()/)Jlikely,m volt! if the VDfirrq system 
~ ~oo .0 /fJa1CiU)diriat6s ""fII,lng ~r;wIwn6slWs of perik;l.rillr inlMt'st 
toyDUr1g peopJl3 W&1'9 more likelY 'kI "geliJI90/OO<mil haw ,ijvoicf: bl 
Pe.rlI8IIWrrI? 

N .. w 'd~~~ 

~ 

App~ndi)l D ooorCll~c 0. 'ovleod "",nlon 01 a pap"," propar .. d for .on i,>quOry, I-i"nd~ 
an PrJoomcm, by the Logol ond CormtiltItional Committee or the pr~viou\; 
rar~~m~t II provid~s inlormatioo about our ""ling ~YEtem and ways it mi9'11 be 
c'langed ID pmvide more dive.-~ity in candiclat"5 whn might be O!I~ctO!d, 

As L1 Quwnllland, t~ voting \;y\;tl/m in th'" UK makes it ve,y dlicult foe 
candidams from mino<" parties to ~ct elected. In May 2005, som .. 500,000 s~hoo 
stuMn13 in the UK voted in a mock election to coinoiC!e With the general elo:o:::lIon •• 
The studenl5 voted iorlh~ actu~1 r,.,.,ndrmte~_ Th ~ re~uh showed that the 
Slud'tnts 1'I.;or~ altradEt<J \0. parti...s Wh<cl1 ran c<loodates 00 c"rt~in ;,;~ues; for 
e~amp~, studoots who felt pasGiooate ahout thy inviru""",,,1 'KltO!d!or the Green 
Party, D8sp~e fnilne to ho,vo 0. sinelc co.ndidme returned in lOO gl300ral aillClion .. , 
toe (i", .. n P1Irty -""cLJred 45 OlA 01 11 po~3iblO! :149 Mats in the mock election. 

PrOJX)rtiomll rl/pr~sintation votillg, which;" usw fur S.mal", .. .,ct;oos in Al~lr~ lin, 
providc~ ~"catcr opportunity for mino<" parties to win saals. 



V..,Ung .ge 
In AU$!rala. I'OU must 00 18 J'l'lltll O(d to YOI~. Th", mini-num YOOII!I 'ge in ~lher 
coun!t~ f'ng<'!!! Iron; 15 to 21 . 

Tllemitlirnlm '~!.eI by the law lot ~ activities _ 1i$\f(IJI .~d"11l R. 

~ ~1o/.vOtilf!J.::.'*~1O:17 Of"UlJ~~'$1.".m1 it.;~" ~_ ~ !he 
i!l ~._I!i ~ SI/OUI!JK61g Ill. ~b"4iIilif~ r» CO'l¥'(I~ --

NiW lc!9~ 

k'1 Apl~ 2I:l0A, following ;0. pr<>!\fCt un Ihv _!Ill of 81QC1oral mIljorl1y, thv Un~l)d 
Kifl9<Jo'n ElI;doral Comm~lotI reeommcndOO tIlat the mlnlm~ :JgC for nil levels 
of VOCIng i'I public clOC1Jooo in 111& UK remain at 18 yellr:'lW ~ III'I'II! ~g. The 
Ut< EIecIOtal Comm.sSa1 acMY.<\. M'JII!!_. tMl a e.ll'pElC1eO 10 ~e ... 
lur!het fnIrrIaIleview CIf !he mlnimun>lOling »!II> wiUlin III lurI191' I .... to sevun 
~ars It ~ tt .. vowmmlNl\ to 0IIfISIdIR Inl rauno a wfd9r ,1WIaw of lhll 
IIfIJ CIf majoRy. 

1/1 2000. a report on che.ngmg IOCiIot line:! IsoJaI fr!llT\eWO~' f,y)'0009 A.UStrN>IJ1$ 
found that. ~~piIe SOITlf> ;nleresl!n geU:ng mQr~ irlVOlvUl.i In th~ir COIlI"U!lity;ond 
In goll8rrvnent d~iun-"'~Ilill\l ~IIS$IIS, young IX/OplO '101010 qullll llItuctanl to 
claim 11" ... right and re.ponlllbUIIy 01 ha.vtn~ the vo<c younoOI tnM at ago 18. The 
maIortty (7~%) of Y0\ll!l pootlle Inyo/l/&d in the IlISe!ltch uld IM! tn&~ welt! nol 
rood'j or Interested in lIettng invotved in /0!'I"J"41.1 pojilic81 pn:.ee$5O!o~ $och as lK>lio">oJ 
tel\lte Itw>y wer& 16. Their parents agrwd, with w majof1\y (6 1 %) suyg ... liny ~,,;ol 
)Clung pe<>pI;, ate not "Q~1I8IlOU!1l and IlOI WlPgo; Iud IrI VOIIng DDlo.ro ltIoy.o 
IS, and !hat young pooplo unCle! 18 have O'l1el' pro;sur~ 10 contrort llJ\II conlend 
'<fiOl (!IOC CiV'son. f llzgofllla and n«:M)_ 

f'..oml"Uisoory ...cling was 1ol<<XIvoo<J in Ou lO0mland Wl 1111 ~ .md by mi! 
OommOfl ..... altll in 192<1. ROllun;n by I.Illner (publshed In CMc Llremoy: How 
1nfr;xm«J Ct!ZGns M3ke OctnOCr.JCY Wcrlc. Universrty PI0$3 ot New lOnQlBnd. 
Hanover. 20(2) indicates tMt the elfllCt 01 inlrodJr.in(I eompulwry voting in 
~3lrallll WAS to bring ,,-bout 11 '-3'% overall irlCreaw in lIOIing, 

Education 10 schools 

In OueentJand alhools. II1ere '3 no SUtlleet clllled 'cMcs edue~tiorl' a 'cdizMShip 
cd~', I'rmMy and .....:nnd/lry Atoclenls leam abcu.otdoi-mocfacy. indudi!lg 
portt1lllmelll, 9~nl7Wfll ilOd ';~\iQn¥. jn a nt.nlb<K Q# Iil1Gfllr'lt IWtIl~'. Sl1J1lWl t~ 
also O"~jync:~ OOmocraey M &0I\00I. lor Ol«l!l1plo thruugh elOeMn~ tor sr;h~ 
C()UIlCII membor~ lInator schcollellO(ll"5. 

Ftl,. ..... tion ~Irout d .. mocracy 
A\I(JiIJonal e<ll.ICatlooal oppO!t~nill e~ r&l e~anlI0 democracy inclUde: 

, 



visit~ 10 file Queensland Parliament, or to a n;ogional .iltirlg of the Q'Je~~land 
Parliarm",l, arid llu\.ICation;;t1 ;;tcti~ftiGS prOllld9d by Pariam<im1ar;> Eov:,: .. l ion 
Sarvfc:es;and 

e!ec\o'~1 aducation ac!iofities condl.JCtoo by the Auslrali;;tn Elector"i Commi.ssinn, 
sccll as so;,tJooI visits, 

For sll.Idents 

;R What' WOlfred" ~lIl1ndl'll'jal, did YOi.l MjOr:WhM yoo ~~mtabCiut or 
11 ~~demccmciinyour'sdJOol? ',," 

\oVi1# moll! 'co<IId .moors 'do !D~ncoura,~ y()trflhvaJ(J~ ,democl .. CY jiIl<j 
~re you. 80 tJp.1y()U:J/'9,Wc/liflrdrtticilMdcmfldel1l,abol.ll SI1g1lglng in 
dMlooraoy? , 

Fer I""chers 

~ ~ ~ .... riiur$2hCJOl'8ppn;r2ch .:;Mc$,'.aiJcali«i'ii;.J:'~,E& .. d..,..,.x,~i;y7 
gt fioi;Q;;iUf!PiIr.J<j8n/$~-tx,riWjxflpWmJ iae£,g-<@8 'in:i:f.WrlOCr.i~Y? ' 

N~w id<;>iI!; 

,In prellioolS inqIJirie~, the Legal ... CId Constitutional Committee and th" LeO,,1 and 
Constitutional CommiU""s of ti,e 49th .. r1<:l 5OU1 P~rlian""nts have made 
rocommendation~ abollt civic~ liduca1ion In QuliOinsla~d. Simil;;tr 
recommendatkms hal'Q beon made by mmw ol11or lIustmltan bodies in r!!Cent 
yOOJ:;, A ist of some ot these reoommelldaliClls i3 set Qui in appcndix C. 

The Cor:stitutionaJ Centre of Western Austr,,~a was established to enWJrage 
P9OPI" 01 all ages to learn a.bout the WElSlem Au&traliaI1 pclmcal syslem and how 
10 oo1:ivolV par1ioipo.te ir1 rt, 11 offers displays On 100 GonSlitlltion OIld ~&poots 01 
citizenship II.M pol~ical hj~tor;>. Th" Electoral education Centr~ is located w~nin 
the ""me complex, ""d provides inle<active programs allowillQ pl'nple to c~~t 11. 

vo:o>, disr:owr the oriyir," 01 der"'lCmcy and uOOe~lamj how U,., votirlQ syotem 
wcrt-:s (sl){Il'I' ..... N,g;entre; .... a.gQy.allllr)de>;,tI!rn). Programs, prasentoo il W;;tys 
wheh cnOOgc young people. are also conducted for schorn nludcnts vjcitilll tM 
, .... .nl'e_ T Mrh~r ""~''IIJ(~~ ~jt .. r:<'Ir'T'If''''"""nl ~""h f"<>a'~m_ R""ourr.~ toXe3 on 
va,iou~ t~ ae" ~vail""'Je 10 scr.ools in (eroole ,..."M. In additinn, th~ 
Cmstilutional Centr~ t,~s d~v"lopeU an 'Oul R~;och Program' which involves a 
ne:work oliocal pucp!o n rural and ramoce areas af WwtOim Australia provOdiny 
programs to studonw ir1 thoso (lrml(l, Some progr(lm~ arc spoo~ic to Ir.dlgenous 
communitie~. 

A C;vics aoo C~ilenst'lip Education w .. bsite (which incorporates a previous 
'Oi,coV<l'ing ~m<,><;racy' W"bSi19) is www,cMcsana:~iz~ nshio ... <J<J.«u , 

'Kids Voti~g USA' is a nlltlcn!!i nQn-prot~, non-partisan organ~ation thQt tcach~S 
sllXients !thou! c.ihzeMhip, dvic r".'f'on~ibil~V, rlemo:;,~r.y"'oo p"Uicat 
participackln_ T og\>theo .... all cla~.roum ~cli~iti1lS, ~llIdo>nts ar» provided w~h an 
opportunity to cast ~ 'Kids Voting' b~lloI on elactlon d~y, and lhGY vat .. C'rl the 
same candidates onc! isSUC3 as aduks. In aJ04. 1.:; mllion atudcnts turned out to 
vot~ tor pr~id"ntilll. loc.~1 aoo state r.Mldid<lte" _ ArMS with a Kids VotillQ USA 
program have showed a 'I01il"19 rate 10( ri'g isteo~d 1 B year aids ...A1 ich is 14% 
lli\j,.,r than lor non·participatillg araas. Soo WVffl ,kldivolirlgusa.(){yJ. 

As part of the Kid~ Voting USA ~ervic". 'DaubleGt£k Democracy' (see 
W>"oW ,ki<i,,,,,,1m<)l '-'" '''''l/Q''''hl ~ Clid';'nh' Mol , .. "" de~~I"f""d t~ .. lIow .'tud ~nt3 to 
participa!o> in «n «UU"trtl1.: ~oIir>g flXI)'I' ''''G!; usill!! ~ W>1u·bij . 1Od 'Nling .ystem 
Thij onlin .. ballots replicate the oandidates and Issl)GS adults VOle 10e, "od provide 



students w!th practice ballots which havclin/w to oandidam bio<;Jlaphios and ottlel 
re:lOur::es. About 35,000 stul:!!lnts pllrti::':ipated during the 2004 presK!ential 
~lections_ 

TC(lns NZ Pol!tiQs'js 3. US·basoct weOOite wt1ich oilers YOUl1g people an 
opportunity 10 participate in discusskln fon.ms on Iopics ~uch liS the ec.onnmy, 
loruigll policy, g<!n .. roll political i$"U<I~, animalli and thy Wlvironment. Provision i,. 
also made tor YOtKlg poople 10 oonlfibuto to discus:;ions undor lne OO,mer ot 'left 
wing chat' end 'right wif1g comM. Sea www.1eensn200!itics.COQJ/lof!l!l1§/. 

Po.illcal parties 

Tho 2004 YOW"Ig- Austmlian 01 the Year, Hugtl El'<lns, hes suggested Iha! young 
poopl~ feel shut out of m~instre~m party pol;ti<-_~ 

The formerQuoon1llend SllIte Youth Advisory Gooncil told Iha committee that the 
~SUI!S arldr" .• ~ed by pnl;tic ll t rllrties, particlllarly .. t elec1ioo tme, are dominated by 
U,u,." ",ltov",,1 tu vllJo.>< "",,~ .. ",rid uur eyeing population. 

N!!w~s_ 

Or Ariadneo Vromen, a lecturer at ths Univ""s~y 01 Sydney, researches 100ng 
poropl .. and lXl1ilics. Sh .. \vr~es that, 'Th~ 011<;1 arsa of p~rticipation th~1 r~m";ns 
low tor young people, and indeed for most Australians, is mcmlXlrship 01 political 
par1ies. Ratherlhen labe~ing party membership declinllll~ epathy, we ought to 
see how ,.,appeaJing politic,,) part;.,.s nav~ become. Ar>d ~ is up to parti~ to 
;nvulva 01 new gijn<;lril~an. This miQ'lt not b9 bV way olfonnal m<;lmb<on. hip; 
Instead, parties might eonsu~ yOUng people on ~5U(l~ rcklli(lnt IQ ther live~' (~ee 
Vromen). 

In th~ US, 01 nOltion'Hide study of youth atlitud~s tound that YOUllq people 'Here 
active in the;r communities but not conoornod about politic~. As an outcome 01 
tMI stLidy, a strategy adopted to re·connect youth to clemocracy i~ that, duri1g 
,,!er-I;M ~~mr~iol"l' , tr", mr.rti;, oH", l-'" ,th·"",,*,,~\ .. rl r~nrli""\,, rf"h~", (~ ..... 
Nalional A" ~I.JCi",li..," uf SIiC"'tar"~ 01 Stat .. ), 



Politid,,,,,, 
Many r~oo.fch studies In A~tra~a and internati(lnally reveal that YOUr\t:l ~op~ ar" 
cynioal nboul Ihe bet'laLJiou( at POliticians. 

'1ft floW oan pcllt!cfatlS lhemsclwJs rostOfO !he f;lith ot yoong poop/9 in 
I!t dsmacnicy? 

New iceas 

Or Arladne Vromen says tI1at 1OO>I;013ns only consider young pooplll wh~n Ihlll' 
present 0. problem; tMt young people tend to 00 talked about m!horthan tal~ed 
wi'J1: and that young PMple'S ~rspecti\ie3 are rlIrely l1cllKled in public deoo.t9. 
[}r V,nm"'n suggest5 that WMl is ~de;j is dirKl evidfo,ro::e ot young pe()ple's 
experietlc .. s ~n<J ;<f9""""'1.>; u..,; .. cJ OH su<;h widl/,,,,,,, (s,"", Vromen). 

In the United Stnl0~. Conndn mx! Ihe Urmod Kingdom, wheW voting Isn', 
compulSO:)i. 1\ M~ been shown that contact wilh polrtlCal parties and ca~dida:os is 
an impo,1ant "ie"...,nl cA 'get-<)IJ!·the-vote' strateg~~_ Fnllowing the 2001 Br~iM 
gener~1 electiul, tile UK EIe<;local Cumnli~5;on idenlilied a lad at canvassing by 
politicians as a likely reason (or dissatisfaction (and low turnollt) among filSl.JJme 
vatom. 

Blllng hellrd 

WhUc young people may cc turned eft politics ag it currently opcratC$. many 
~'udie~ II.nd survey~ h>lve iound that yo'-'"'g peopI~ are very int~rest~d in pollticlIl 
issues impcrtafll to them. TI.,.. cI1al!.;.nge for govermr..,nts is to eng"'J8 with Y"'JnO 
>""1ple, and thll lirs! thing lhal younQ poopl" say is that they w'lnt \0 be h~'lr<.l. 

<j,\ Haw you used ,my or fhe govemm.mf uppUI!ullili~s !c VoiCOl your apillialls 
l!l about /5S008? HowetfecllVe was II? 

, 



New iOOiI~ 

In Wostem Austrniie..ltla Ci .... cs and Citiz~nshi~ Unt in Ihe DepM1nent of Promier 
~nd G.!bioot aim~ tn e.,h~1lC& democracy In that state thrOl.!gh cMcs education 
iVld th@promotionot'lflactiwcltizilnry. Thv goal il> a (lomm~ly wINore ill 
Wootem AusUaijans am vak.ied as c~ilans. where they play a sign~k:ant roI(l in 
setting policy prioritie.s and where they help .sh"re tile nature of therr society (see: 
www ,citllen~ wa,Qov_a.uI). 

Dr Arladne Vromen suggests that. 'YO\ll'l9 people have a blcod rang~ 01 
eCOl1om~, ~oci~l, and political "xpf!rj""c".~' ;"nd l:h>!.t we """d 10 'create inclusive 
lorms of govemance that recognisil and bu~d upon diff ilrent ways of makin\! 
eormnunities. 'rhos .. fn powgr rim to listen \0 young p<;Iopl" mure, ,,00 )'<lung 
poople's diverse views and c~porier1<)es ~d to 1>0 articulated in the media: (S!l;l 
Vromen). 

\< O'J <;""j- ill's mp 

N_ew~,~~ 

In 2003, the Commis.ion lor Childrl!'" wd YOUflg PINpJe was iwitQ(i to participate 
n" cornmitta9 for ttw dovalopmGnt or a l>ports and fliCroatioo facilitylor )'<IliIly 
people 0fI Palm 1,land in NOfth Quecnslnnd. The Commission \II'looriined the 
importance 01 Ihe committee Mki1g young people wh~t tfIeywllnted. The ;ssuo 
for the Commi.s.'<ion WM not so much 110w 00 w8 involve chifdren in the building 
uf 11".' f,,<,.-Wy"l>ul , .. It"" 7IVw 00 we gel If'" fillci/lly 110", d,ildr.", ... ",1/'._ 
In 2003, in Parramntm in Sydney, a YOUlh Jury prcsontod youn9 poo;)le With 
pra01ictll opportunities 10 te~rn ~nd discuss the diverse intsrests and conccrnn of a 
wide vllriely of young p""PI'!I across the Pl\(ram~lIa r ... gion_ Pllrticip..nts learned 
«bout \eamwork, rwgotiatiun o;lo;iJ(" ~nd th", ).'OW~IS <>I govOilflll1l",nt, This erlabied 
them 10 form ,,,,,,list,,, fl>Comm9fldations to support thg n~; 01 the ~oIl...-..1ive 
YOUtl1 ot Parramatta. 

Ttlll aim of tha Youth JL..!IY was to assist with bridQir19 racial intolerance and 
cultural diversity amOflg YOLnQ ~eople 01 Parramatta. 

Tho recommendations of the Youth Jury were aimed at key government and 
community arg;mi""'lion~ 0/ P;"rri\m1ltt~. 

,,«. _~_\,gL~cdJlc-I"'Q? .0 iD:'. 

, 



Taking IIctlon 

Young people WaTlt 10 !le aellvaly Invo!Yed in dlimocr.lC'j, Voli'lg at ~iiCtbns i! only 
one ~f!y 01 being in1lOlved It'I a O'omocratio sooioty, 

41 Whfo'I of the tolfoll-trig tJat!Vr.ict. have YOIJc3n1eri out, at.WOl!Id yW t'kli fIJ carry 
V.t "'" 

VoI\J'I1QQt\tI;I 

hliati'-J or pMcl~rino in ~ ,.,.. .... JOdh prql!d 

IncIiIIting o. fI9''''1J 0 po;tnlOn 

~"r.o.",or~ 

' ''kM"ig par'l in " ~!!\ke 

Bo;r.g a ""'mh'" 01 " pol~1oa 1 ~rTy 

i!;,;n\I" n,.,,, oboo. 01 *' !.edit .. , ...... 

Being a merTile, 01 " ~kJdent """ on 

BQ; rlg 11 1N<1'Ibo' 0/ • " C)'I.jj!W5'm lrHlnl 

0<g4lliM:ion ¥lhid! !clle<es gowmment {e.;. TM !RI 
MI:Iom"", _1)1 ............... _""' .... 
,~, 

Caot.uHtg .. p<M'tici.>n o. Ioeal ".,....mmenl -rortq!aInO on" VOW!! Pdtimonl 

~r.g II'I\IOhIod I ~ a Y_ Count:il 

II<!ino i"""'-l l ~ ~n "I'!J.'ruation ....t.Och _k. to 
rgpro$Qnllho """$ et VQ\m Q ~III (~-ll- Y"""'J 
,","5\"'( "" Ku,,,, Nct ... , ..... ) 

I1f()l"mat ion; 

opport uni~ e3 1o acn~ en~Q<l" dcmocmey, 

iIIIl idea about ...nal C/IIl be achMlY&d rMI;",trAlIy; 

SOOOO5 ill whielllQ mM' 8110 <fsco.s;; and 

>IUo'".'l~ In !hit intpmf'J . photocopi~s, etc . 

w"""', ...... 
"" 11< .. 0;) .. 
'" '" .. .. 
S­
Ol' 

"' 

What w lM9ianco or f f1CCllioJ{lcmcnr 00 you nood from !J0\IW1lm6't11 to I.I~ .. 
xlion ;'lY:>Id In... io;,,,Jo'l ,~ yoo fII~ p.!S'lOOIfttl about? 

NIIW ioo,,~ 

Br~baM C~~ Counci l has aevelOpel:! 'Vis ~lc In~', 11 wcb~ lte ~ leh afloYl£ YOU" \l 
P'-"''P~ to) n;wII! ~ i!-A~ i~ IN! r,oo.me ll'!\ pmgrllm~ . The woosI16 eonlElir1~ information 
a!.w.xJ\ tH'''' )'UU'.'II P"QI)i9 can have ~". say, "", ,,",s /", Y""no;l p!Op~. ~a to 



resouroo6 and a forum through ....nich young peopk! ean e"prl!!I..~ !h!!ir opiniolls. 
The Council hM also provided young poo",," with areas around Brisbane wnere 
they can corne together to mllllt and organiS!l aoUYl~es and prolects o! intorest to 
them. These aJeas afe aooossibKl to young people and we. reaourood (soo 
IWfW,Yi9ib !e=iflk ,oWL 

Tha VL1<Jrian GO\lommonl produood a handbook for young poople on Mw they 
can create ch3ngc in their community, The hllfl<lbook provide3 9uQljestion3 on 
now young people can get active on a project they feel paMionate aOOut, and how 
they caJ1 implement that projed (s" .. WWW.YO!f!M.Vic.<pJ. auilXlt;rrxPSOOQ!:@.OO1). 

Tlm Foundation fOf Youn~ Austra~ans is a non·proli! orglih~ation dedicate<! to 
enveloping innovative inrtiatille~ that support and empowI!' )'001'19 penple agoo 12. 
to 2.5. The Foundation provides sooOofundilg for idoioas, proactively se-eks co· 
fl1rJdi1'19 10 support inrtiaw9S and h91ps th& fiK:lplools structure thems9lvGS to 
~nsurll ~nq·19rm sustait1abi~ty. Each Y!Nlf, the Foundation maoages n portfOlio 01 
grants t!l1nling about $6 milbon. At !eMt 25% ottotol g ... nllundi~ isd..cic ... ted \0 
iIli~ativl'lS ~pec~;ca ly designed to beoeIrt )'0009 Indigenous Australians (see 
www.'((lunqausl'''llans .'''9). 

New i::Joos 

Tho> Youth "k><."Ioral Sfudy (YES) four><! th::l1 P<lromo (lrO rog(lrdod by VOUrll1 
PIIOPIII as the most importanl souroc 01 information abOiJt vOling, T olcvi~ion and 
Mwspo.pers are the next mo3t impor1ant, how~v~r young peopl~ \ilewthe3~ latter 
sO)()rce3 with some ~ceptid,vn. 

\:<_ ~ '91"""""*",,,,,,,-,,-_________ _ 

---------
----------

'1i What role can nongovemmenr foundalfons(K ronimunity (Jrg~ni3lJ!ions play 
if' 11 j)8t/ing young ~aple ;I("li"," ,,00 involved with democracy? 

New jdP?!S 

ne Inspire J-OlIH11IIKln (se~ """"".In"P~".orQ .au) i. ~ nation" I noo-rrctlt 
IOLlflrl"tio~ wf1:Ch aims to create opportl.Olili'oi!s for I"=' <.<lg Austri.~~ns, pr>no;:;p~l1y 
aged be"w~" 16 'md 2.5, to hlllp LiOOlSEI!vOS and Olhars, Too Found~tior. 
"cknOll'~dges that young DiJoplo want to make a poertivc dJforoneo ir :tlO~ own 



live:!! 1100 in their cammunitie5. Young P"nple "r~ actiVBty involved in the 
development and de.very 01 all the Foolldation'~ initiatives, One initiative, 
'ActNow', iI; a w8b-b<lsad llGNic9 that will provlde young poopfil "'~h i.~formation 
and ~upport 011 I10wthey con become kwoIved in issues orcausc~ ill thail 
commlEliI'J that ttv.¥ are p~$.5Tonat", "haul. 

VibsWir8 Youth SIIrvicoo iI; a vol!;nI9GT-basad, non-profit youth mad;<I 3nd tn.inirJg 
cl'9~niS31ion wtlich prQvidos )IOU~ people aoed botwcon 16 and 30 with an online 
forlJm throl1gh which they can acceM infO<TM.tiorl an ~ rttnge of topics, participate 
in :iiscussiCOls with other 1"1.119 poopJ~ and bi2'CQflll;t involved in the exchar"l\1! of 
inlDlTll31ion with other you!l9 IXIOplll (;;00 )'/"NW, v'tl~wiro_n;;It)_ AOC8nl htiaiiv\ls 
inClude 'oloo::tionTrac~c( (suo www,eloofontracker,nctlo;f)whichsentyoung 
people out on the campaign trlliillS reporters in the 2004 Federal election, These 
rer><>rt~ were IIt~is"d by six radio ~tations, sas and A8e new~_ 

The US Ad CoLJrocW is <I non-prol~ organisation which prod!ces, dislriilLJles dlld 
promotes public MIVOO ~.amp.~i(jn~ on n mngn of istlllrlS. A looent campaign. 
'I'i9t1t MannequiniMl'. l00USSed C/l improving yoiiItJ civic engagement and VOlar 
pa 1icipation _ It involved lelevi5ion <'.net r~dia i\d~ aim...::! lit w.tling young peopI<'l 
in'-Olved in issues \hey Cafe about, voloot",~ring ""d voting (SE*> 

WI'tW 1ioo tmalIleau in ism. Q«j). 

'Rock the Vote' is a non-profit organisation wtlion aims to cngoagc yOUn<;l people in 
the politiGllI proc~ss in the United states and draw attenticn to issues 01 concern 
to yoooil p-'Ople, It coordiMtes vOle.- ~gistration crives IInd edtl~..,tion ~Hort" to 
""SUI" young Pll<'1-'1oI"x"l~i"" thl>i" riyll! to ""le. Youth cuKur .. is harnessed in the 
promction of its campaigns, many 01 which teaHJW high prollle calgbritMis irx;l!;dil1g 
m~oioians, aotors, atllleles and comedians, kl the 200.1; clcction~, 1.2 mwUon 
people took ildVlIniftge IX thl! nlll"nloation'., ""line vat"r r"9i1rtrfti;o" tacility. ~nd !l 
fur1her 200,000 registered as apart 01 ~w Rock the Vote Bus T aLJf acroSs toe 
country (soo """"""roc~lh\lvot ... coml. 

" \eo.e:\rit..Q\, 'Y1')if -o---:-hJ* 



~uw:tLrl'V~ fa" 1'\'u<l'"J~ II .s(,th ..... L~.sl.tlf'\, 

Tllam is no set form for a submission IQ Ihe committee, Subm~sions may 00 made using 
In", i~quiry resp?r1s~ form or in the form 01 a letter, a substantial paper ora ~horl 
doc~ment and !hl/Y may illCkJdl/appl/ndic~. Submis8ioo~ miiy contaillf:ac;\li, OfJinions, 
arguments and r(){;ommcndatiooS for aotion The most usetul eubmis~ions erc to tM 
poin!. 

The oommittee would prefer written subm~sions, b!1l wil 2150 2CC~pt submissions on 
~lJdio t~_ For written submissions, typed or printed teXt is preferable, thC>Ugh kog;blp. 
hilllc-writ1en so.bmi,.sions arll aCCOiptabll/, Numbervd pag<;lS and, for submissi"n~ ill 
excess of 20 pages, a brief summary and (! table at contonts is also helpfll;. 

All submissions must Include the name and contact detaUs 01 me person making thl/ 
subm<SSion. Those making a SUbmission on tlehe~ ot en organisation shoLlld i"ldicate at 
Wh"t Ie",,' tI1. ""bm;'~ion ha~ b<!<!n .. uthori~<>d (eg ~oo..eommitt_, prM.idenI. ch",r, eto.l, 

Pubic officers ma~ make submiSlllons 113 priv"te indNidu!l13. However, it .'eiereme is 
m2de in ~ .• ubmiMion to1i'1eir oHici~J po.5ijion, ~ should also be made dl'uthat the 
submission is m~ in Ot privat", capac~y. Subni,..iufls from gowrncTlerll departments 
shoo.kl ~ ,ul1h<xislld in accordancli with OOOllOtI d6pa<tmBnto.l PfoclldlJl9, 

Content and relevance 

A suDmission ma~ cover somo or all Of the issues raised in the rOSpo!1S0 :orm. It 1I"0uld M 
helpful ~ su~is~s cJear!~. ~l2ted which ;"S""" ar" M"ing addres~ed 

The commrttee'3 usual pmcooure is to pu!lIiclV mlMM and tahlf! 51i1mi3!>ions in !he 
Legi51llijve Assembly. Not all sobmlssions willllliC",ssarily be published oodlor tabled. ThB 
commitlee I\o'wrves the righl to not plbli!ih or table coofidmtial iiub'nissi<,,,~, or 
submissions wtIIoh are irfele~an1. oanUlirl sourriloUS al defamatory materlai, or am 
othorwise nOI suitable for publi3hil1{,l. I he committee 11"11 intorm you ~ il decides not la 
2ccept, Or oot to ,,"thoriM' the p"blic.~!ion of, your sulxnission 

Confid...-.tJ,.l!1y 
The cCM'llmilWlt ~1l0/lTl~ to L"OfKJ\X,.1 ils ioq"';r;"s in the m""t opIIn way po~";b!", i-Iowavef, 
i! yo~ ~Iiwvl/thilt your submission (or pan 01 m should ~ot be mOtdo p~blic, clearly WIIW 
'oonlbentillr on oach page and, in J btWI covering loiter, explain why yell submission 
ShOUld be trellted contidentillrty. TM committee wdl th,!r\ cDMider your request for 
canfidenl;",lity 

Unauthorised Release 

Onc", Ih" committee r""~ives a subm issi()ll, it ~omes committ~ Pf[)pIIlly "nu .houid 
not be publlshelj \'I~hOU1lhe comm itteo's authorillation. Publication ot a submission 
without the committee's lIuthori311tlon melln~ that tnat plilltcation III not protecle<i by 
rll'li~m .. mta'Y pri.iiege and may "mount to i! cootempt 01 Parii"""",!. 

All 5ubmi55;on. ,h.,ldb.",," 
Th9 Rllsearch Director 

Le!J"~ Constitutional and Admlnistrativ9 RQvtew Comminoo 

P.\IE",n ... nl H<>II.", G"orq" SI'''''1 

BRISBANE OLD 4000 
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Submisslons,dose on Wednesday, s.o November 2005 

Fx:ensbns to the closing date may be given. 11 you nI/lid more time to make ~ 
s~i>rnis$iorJ, or if you roqdrB further intorma!iQn, contact 1hG cammitl""',,, ii~tdriat 011: 

T~i{I)fuoo; (07) 3406 7:J:JT 
Fax: (Ol) 3406 7Q70 
ErnBjI: Narc@pcrJillmMtgtd.ooy_n" 

Cupies ot this papQr and all oloor puIllGations by tho Lellal and Coo~!itlJ(ion;;li Com,,,ille,, 
are avalaDlo Dn tho Internet Ilia the comrmtlee's home paoa o.t: 
www pfrllame~t.Q!d.aoy. ~ lJfcommittef!@a~l,""v. hlm 

Name: .. .cr:a..\-\-"." " .......... . 
AfJC (aplionnO: " ............. . 

Address: .. 

Con1act (e.g. phone nlJ:T\D.!r):. 

I:malt ... " ........ 




