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The aim of this inqujry is 10 makQ praclical rocommembtlcns to 
Incroaso!he II1tel'ost and parti<::ip;l.~on 01 young people In democracy in 
QWl/n~land. 

Th~ Corm1ittM wants. to nearlrom)OUl19 peopl8,;n partb~ar, "bmt: 

<i'< what w~1 work; .. 
'.' W!"Iat wont and 

~ what yau want to do or "X per;,,,,,,,,. 

WOi would also like to hear from a. poopl<i In Q\JOillnSland who havo an 
ink",,,,,j in YOI.!Og peop(Oi, or In young P9Qp/ij Oirlgaginy in <.!"rnocracy. 

To h"'r you to think abot~, di5CtJM and rMponri 'n matt"rs rej~'lant to 
t~~ II1Quil)", we have 5et alii he/ow ~ome: 

:.) Issues; and 

;' ~xamp~ of s.trategies .5ugl)es'~d or trierl el""where. 



Ed{,lealionllnform~lion 

1113 the job 01 the E~ta~[ C..<l<TrniMioo Quaensland (EOO) to el"\.'Sl..".lh~~ poopl/! 
~nrol and vote at elections. To do lh<'~. Ih\! ECO us"'''' ed~ati(,)ll ;",<.1 aWllr.H1eSS 

programs {e,g. pos'l::arWl, posters and school visits). 

o ~1. t:VuId; th9:'ECp (Jr),tWtfJi Of', dJtl9rotitty -to get" ~~gfl acroS.i /Q 
I!I »tiUiIi}j)eoplc1 ', .. ' ' 

New ideea 

In 2003, EI~tion~ Canada paMeroo wttll Gaole in the Classroom 10 oo'llllop a 
MW vater OOlJCa,!ion p'ngmm for SIUClents. iMludinQ: a Mntes.! chalkm[Ji1l{l flI'Olli<l 
aced 16 10 18 10 erM!e 3O-~eco!ld pubjic Mrvicl!> IInnoUr1Cllment~ on video telling 
their peers why the democratic process and vdi"'J are important. 

Th .. Un~O;!d Kingdom Ek;ctcral Commission'S 'Do Politics' .,~_" 
people Invotved in dOmoorucy. It may 00 aocessed 
Politics' oondoot3 wOTl(Sl1Ops ami events, and p,;;;';;;," 
IlC:ros~ the UK for )"lung people, 

'Do 

In A"~lr~ria, [hi.> Youlh EI~oral Study (yES) found that &Omit ir'IC9n1iws would 
atlract a first vote. Young people flaid D. tnx b/Cok or !he use 01 promotional rock 
oonoorrs would be \he most effective incentive~, but there WIll! IIlso some support 
lor Ihe ~o/ion Ih~t ,neenli_s should rIOt be IlWded as voting is a rEspoosibi.ty 
~Iat com~s with citi~ .. nship. 

" ;"'U n 0"'''' .c:. (. . 'r er". j _,_ i, ,L' -'I;. C"'-~ __ !'''''','1'"''--'C'+:7';c, "'L1,"-_-'-'".,-_L,,--,"-~'"r,"'jC,c' L. 

'-

Voler '""9islratlon 

In AU$lralia, .. iOd, pIlf5an must campllltll an gnrolml!n! form ta rg,gislar 10 votl!. 

o H",,! COIikf .. too ECO mak8 it &ilsier fexyoongpeop/810. !?llIol and become 
1ft IlIgisfur"<1 to vole? . 

N9w_~eas 

In SOme co •. mtri~s, registr"ticm is do,,,, lJy Ih", Q<)wmment "" Ihat p«<:>pl .. <Ira 
aulor", .. tlcally mglstared When they reach vOlin!;! aQ~. An internatlorml report by 
the Institu;e lar Dcmrx:rooy nnd Electoral Assistance. Youth Voter paniciptJIian. 
suggests automatic reo,.lf~tlnn by the government r~th",r than il h"'i~ a rluty at 
each persC<1 to etlrOl. 

O!her countries onablc peoplc lC register at a po~inl1 station on election day, or 
on-line. 

In Canad~. ElectK>r" C,,"~u.. !d~fltili",s p~()Ok> who haw turned 18 i)lIou~1I 
inlorm:otion provided b~, lor eXampl{), the tax olle e and motor vehicle 'eglstem. 
Tlle C~icf Elcc~oml OffICer writes la tre3e peop(e 10 as/( them 10 cOllf~m [Mt they 
~r~ e!iQ:b1e to votr> ~nrl r.oo5llnt tn ~"'J il1"'tj(j~d;'" the Mti!)n~1 fe<;J"'te,. 
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Polling mtion5 

kl O"""""'arld, pollill!j statioo& am usually Io::at\/d in sc~oo~ or hallti and ~f" <.>pe(] 
between earn and 6pm. 

1& /:fowcwk' Jtw €CO mllke It ee.sfer /Ol young poop/<] to.Casl1fIe/r. >de? 

NewidQa~ 

In recent Canadiilil ",I..ctions, EI..cliuns Canoda irllruduciO'd mul", polls in locations 
\0 wIJich YOUrIg Pi10ple ha .. " easy acclllHl, !Ouch as ooar studlmt resid<jnCes and 
university nei\tlboumOOds. 

In Ca~"da, polling $lilliM~ ~'e npl'n for 12 hOUf~. 

De!OI~ .. t;o,W Irorn Ih<! Auslralliln Elo.>cloral Comm~sion and thu Victorian EI~ctoral 
Commlss'on observed electronic vo1111o processes 31 e!cctions In the USA, UK 
and Ire:and belwee~ 2000 and 2002.. The delegations oonsi<lered tM different 
opliOr'ls thil.t ~"" ~"I\~able, thloir advanta!Je~ and oisadvantao",s M!! Mw p.ar..h 
option woold su~ Australia's Vul~'Y sysli1ms. ThOl oolegatiuHS ~mm~nded e· 
vctinll 00 maoo avaiabiolo cortaln ciaSS(lS 01 voters ilcludlng vo'k;r. in Ar1I~rctica, 
vcters il remota locations, votero wilh a disClbiiity and Qvcrocas voters (zce 
ymw ~ec.gcv.aul contenV'NhatlvotiQglelectloQic reoort[lldax,hlm Md 
WIWo' ~""_Qov ;\l!/ GQ!ltentl'Nhat/votfnqIE -voting repg1Ddf)_ 

A reclOl'lt report 01 ltl .. Victorian Scrutiny 01 Acts and Regulatioos Committ"B, 
Victorian EleclronicDamocmcy. cortsidered niootronic voling. 11 reoommend(ld 
that VictOrian I\lections should 110t bl\ conducted remotely via intormalion and 
cO'Tlmllnic"tioo.' loc/)nol"gi"s in the n .. ~r /uilJl"~ , hut i&!ntifi",d the lollowing key 
advantages of "'-"'note voting .yst",ms: 

e~~y ~~ceM fnr trMe1I .. rs ~nd dis~bled peopIl\; 

pro'lidj~g M interface for elM' technologie~ wch as ~c,een r!!llde!~, tlrarlle 
r.omput",~. magnifier" Of altemative data entry system"; 

~1I"wing for thp. .. ~.~y I\nd r.hP.~p di~trir:.Jlion 01 bajlot P"rer~ In dilfl!'ent 
languil~; 

I-1 stantaneo<Js ~essing; and 

allowing voters to 1IccE'ss a wo e ''''fl'Je of other intocmatioo 1M1~'" "nn.iderir>g 
and ""'~li"y tl,~ir V[)! ... 

- e"":/ /lC' -_. __ ":'J_::4:-. 
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Advanoe voUng 
Currently in ~nsland. t you can't vote I11)"'>Ut " ... ",re:si polling tlootll onthe day 
cA a slats eiectkln, speo:;ia! ~rraogements can be made for yoo to cast your vote, 
such itS bV advanc~ voting In pilrson or pomal V<Jtlng. These options are ~vai"bl .. 
in only some circumstances -Ior example. ~ you: will De interstato on polli~\1 day; 
hIIve '" diMbUity; or c.m~ vole on that day because of religious bP.WflJS.. For further 
infomliiltion, 5 .... www.ljICQ,gld.ggy.ay. 

li} (JQ-iPufF#'JTl()f~.,NJtN 'pecJpfeWCCIId,?eifJ!leY,~.f.R:i>9..,t.anytitJM fn 
lit ~:'~i~~ upAc:-aJh~I!~",:~"-~ilo~liiill._:<liJI ~~I 

Ot'Xlditlafifte"dd se'!'o" "{ - -' - -~-

New ioo,... 

In !hI! UK, postal voting is available to any eligible YOtef Qf1 request. A plilson may 
apply for postal vo~ng tor a particular etooliOll,lor a OOltQin period of tlM Of for all 
l u:ure "1",,,lions. 

To facilitate voting, th", stat!) g<>Vemment ooIM declar .. Un) day d. a slate election 
a publk: holiday or scI1&dulo an election for aday other than a Saturday. 

In tuture. it electronic voting Wflre \0 ~ introduced, for e)(8mple. rt need not 00 
nec" Mary to have an 'election day', with all ~otes cast 00 the same My_ Voting 
OXJId taka plaoo, fur eXi<"'pie, ov..,- an 'eIe<..1i..." w .... ~'. 

'" ~-"}. -i"J ic,l",b" t I:' \J;/;,~t' 
j 

-----_._------
Close of rolls 

CurrQll!ly, .. 11 .. , .. statll el"",tior1 is Call1ld, pwpla havlI batween!5 ... "d 7 days to 
rllgls!Qr to yote, 

~ Dp,ypiJi0.ink rqutl!. fXK'PIa'couId blldls<lrt~Iil<i,~fi the,,' W;;S IWopj;«turlily 
J!l !ooorofalteranc/eCticn:,lsoal/Qa?, , ."i,"",' , 

Now idca~ 

Plioc 10 the 2004 too...-~I .. !ecHon, the Special Millist..,- uf Stid,., Eric Abetz 
proposoo that 

the ~I~ortll roe b<'! closed 10 new V<llers on the day the election writ~ would be 
is"" .. <I (usually the day the 'electioo is annolJllced); and 

pwplll wishing to ohanQ:e their enrolmen1 ootails be giVen thme days to do so' 

This wopos:ol dd not procelld as It was not supportoo by 1h .. non-yovernm.ml 
D~rtie~. 

---------



FixO!!d election dllY 

In Queensland, the<~ is no tixed elecHon day 10( state elections. 

A fixl!d ei !!C1ion day could altow improved civics education COUf~e5. l'1"IOCk·election~ 
.,ld other ~1:r;il"!li~~ 9Iloouraging VOUfIQ paoplil's ilngagwmilnt with <!Ioclion. to boo 
plan~ed In advanco (~cc Mill'X.lr). For clW.!11pla. a jj~ed elooHon d.:ly wo~d a~ow 
c~ e!Lcatorll to p~n and condlld their t.(}\Jr:v\.'I in parallel with an election 
cNnpaign. 

o Do YOii,think improved civicS eoocatbn is a worthwhile tellSOO ,fOf" gcYemmer'll 
15' k.> coo~\;JIzr a chiUlgil re MW (fltm 9ldom? 

1',Ie1!_1d_~~ 

In Queensland, elections tor aflloc«l ~ve'nllwnt authnr~ies are g_rally held 
~ry four year!> on th91«st SatUfday in March. 

\t- )V 

Mow voling system 

In Queensland. a system of optional prelerentilll vol:il1g i3 used. A taot shea! alxlut 
'OP\( is avail",ble ,rom: ......w.""<l. q!.1.0nv.iWJ, 

Do,yoothitJkyoutigp8op1eWaJld oo1Tk'lt'e"jil$yfn vole iJ thevOOnQ system 
!Vd5 chN1~ so tIJ.lfcandida/eSr:Il/lningOfJ"",rtalflissws of pal1iciJ/;!r in~rest 
i:! _fOUiigiXf<;pla -__ "~~iI likely.' 117 9<'1 ':eiflQtiKfard flaW':' wee In 
~rllamfmt7, -

Now ideas 

\t 

Apf"Onclix [) c<>r,'ai".,. "",;'<><1 v..r~i"" "f" ~ap<>r W"I''''\Xl fox;'-n inq.Jiry, Hand .. 
011 P~rliam8flt, by th" L~al and Consllt1Jtlonal Commlttoo of lh~ pr""io"" 
Parliament. It pro~ioos inlormalion aoout our votinll syslOm OOC! ways It might be 
chanijed to provide more DVl'lrsity in candKlates who might be eleCled. 

As in Oueenslafld, the voting system in the UK makes it very cIff~liI for 
~"f1didates lrum mino, parti .. " to g<ll "llICted. In May 2005, "'-"n~ 5CO,OOO scr,ool 
slUdants In tna UK voted in a mook election to cOincide with tM g(lm>ra18~ions. 
T'le s:udents voted tor the actual candidat~3. I he resu~5 aho .... ed thnt lhe 
!Juden~ were ~ltrncled la P"rl;,,~ wI1ic h mn ,,~ndi<i"lf," on certai~ ;!!-Sues; for 
example. students who ("It pass '=' rlat" about Ih9 o;ollvirOO lTlen! >'(lted f(l( Ihe G"""n 
P1rty. D<ospil .. faita'l~ to hav .. ~ sinQill candida!1! rtltumoo in lh\! gene,,,l elOCliOll!i, 
the Green Pm~ sOCUred 45 out at 0. possibll.l349 seats in tha mOOK elooliOll. 

p,oportooal rep,esootation voting, which is used lor Senale e~tioM n Au~tr~~a, 

fXuviws ~re,,"., opp<lrlunity 10' minor pa,li"s to win sealK 

-•• ----,--f----
, ... /J '-'. '."\ 
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Voti~g age 

In A~stralla, J'OU musI be 18)'!lam old 10 vote, The nlnmlum voting aQe in Olh(ll' 
oounlries ranges from 151021-

The millirmrn allM set bV the 18wlorother activities Me 1~led in appendix B. 

~~::~:t~~~~~:~=:etr:::~;1f1i1s 
N"".id!!as 

In April 2004, foIlOl'fiflg a project 00 t"" '19'1 of electoral majorily, the lInlEC'd 
Kingdom Elector,.1 Commi~sioo r<K:ommllnd&d that thil minimLJm ag\l for allev .. ls 
01 voting In public etootloos ill the UK ICmain al16 )'!lam for \he time being. ThE! 
UK EJootOral COmmission advised. hCYmlver, thal rt e~pected 10 oodertake a 
lurlher formal ,ewi"w do !he mil1inurn voting 219'" within a further fi'lt'! to seven 
years. It McouragOO Ihe go"",rnment to considoior initialing a ~r 1""",,wdo \h" 
i.ge of major*y. 

In 2000, a roport on changing social and legallramew0rk3 lor ;,'Cung .... u3tralians 
tound that, d<!spite rome interest in gellio<;) fJl<Ye involved in their mmmunity and 
in gOllemment decision-making PIT£esses, young peopfe were quite r~tant \0 
claim the righl ",,,d responsibility of haYing 111\1 vol .. young .. r \tlan at ag ... 18. n, .. 
majority (74%) of young people InvONed in the r()Soorch said thallhe~ were not 
ready or intcrcstOO in getti1g involved i1 tormal political processes suoh as voting 
befare they were 1 S. Their parent:. agreed, with 1\ majoiily (01""') ~L'9ge51'"l9 thal 
y<lIJllG people are not matlKe enough and fIO( inlerilsl",d in voHng b",fore they are 
18, and ilIa! )'<lung poropl .. ood .. , 18 ha"" othor pr~ssur~ \0 confront OInd ",ontend 
witl (see Ca/son. Fitz.gcm.ld and Roohe). 

Compulsrny voting was irLlroouced in Oueenslar.d in 1914 and by the 
Commonwealth in 1924. lW.earch by Milmfr (publi.h...J in Civi<: l.i/eracy: Ho,"" 
liII<xmsd Citizilns MfIk .. D~m~r:y WorX, Unlv0rslty Pr0SS 01 N0W En~~, 
Hanover. 2002} indicales Ihat the effect at ifllfoducing compulsory voting in 
Australia WIl!I ta bring about a 23"/0 overal iru:r~a~e in voting. 

'\f, , .c 
, 

)'),,.) 

Education in i"'hools 

In QuoonslarKl ~()hools. there is no subject cnlled ·civics aducation· or ·citizenship 
cducQtion·, Primary and second!lry student3 learn /lbout democracy, including 
parliament. ga'fflrnment and elections. in a number ot different subjects. SlLldents 
also ~xperi~lW <N11lU<;",,,,V ~t ""."hooi, for \O~ampl\> thfou~ 91<K:tions ior school 
<.:Ounc~ mern Mrs and/or school leaders. 

I'ci!Jf':~tjo" "ho,,( ""''''''''"''Y 
Additional IIdocatlonaf oppMlInl!ies relevant 10 democracy inclLKlO: 



vi!;its to thA ClueMo!.land PO!lrliam~t, or 10 O!I regiDMI !ittilg of the Oueen~!alld 
Parliam'ml, and 9duc~liomll ;o;livitiQs provided by Parlam<ll1l.afy Education 
Sgrv~Q!l; and 

eloctoral1ldllc~lion activities conducted bytha Australian Electori'll CcmmiMian, 
sucl! al; "o;hool visits, 

For 1l1udenls 

fa. What wolkooweNand. What 'did you (mjoy when yoil loomt .aocut of 
e!<pe.M{)(,.M ~lf1ccracy:inyour sch,?oJ? '0, 

Wl/ill IOOfl' ,CC<d,dliClic:<:f$:do./'" OfJCO/Jf'<lg& y~J:to,·;ralue:demCCMy flI'l(i 
pw~1'8 .ycIJ$otJ;!ilt.you aJe)'letllilfOlrJled $.!Id coriIfdiint .atiwt f/fIgagirlf} in 
(j~mCCIV.cy?' . . 

Forte~chers 

j) fIl>w~"'av.j,$'chcpI·j,PfirCachtC/1Ac$·«{U?IIpi':,j,~~Cl1i::9dMf=/tlCY'1 
I!' HoW,tou/d $lJJdenl,sl>9bfift~pr8parlidfilKlgaMin'demOC(<iCy7 '.. , 

N .. w idea~ 

In previous inquiriM. Ihe Leg,,1 and Con"t~utional CommITte!! Md the Leg~ and 
C<)Il~t~utional Committees ot \he 49th and 5OI:h PO!Irliamerrts ha"" mllde 
r8comrr..,nd"tioos .. bout ..,ivie" edu<: .. Ii<", ,n Qwefl~la"d, Sin~"r 
rOlO:lmrwf\datlom: have 00911 made by many other Australian bodi9S'~ rer;ent 
years, A liet of somo 01 thw(lr{)(X)mmcndll~(lnS is sot out in appendix C. 

The Coostiutional Centre of Western Austra~a was e~!~bl~hed la err.ourag.. 
;.>W~w uf al ag<.lS to laarn aboul th .. W9 .. t .. rn Australian poHt",,,1 s\",',mn ,md 001'1 
\0 actively participate in~. It offers diSpluys on the ConS1~l.ltlon and aspocts of 
oilizenship nnd poiibOall1isfory, The Electoral t:ducalion centre if; tocalcd wilhin 
thl! same complex, IInd provides interactivp. P<"9r"m,~ ~l<lwil1g ~eople la ca~t ~ 
'oIOtB, discover the origins of d~mocr""cy ~nd l>1derstand how the votin~ ~ysIem 
wurlw (s,,", "lI'fW.cc\il'ltre.wa,Q9v,:aullrldol;.:.tlIml. Pro;lrarTlS, pres~nted 11 w,.ys 
which €lI10age yooog people, arc also OOnductod tor school students vlslting tho 
Contrc. Tcooher reOOUl'ce kitq r.nmplemMI Bach plOlll1lm, Resource boxes on 
variou.'! topic.'! IIrll ~v"iI~hI" to ,,,-.hO(lI~ <n remote ~re".'! , In addition, Ihe 
('.ooslilutOOal Centre has developed an 'Out Reach Program' whic:h irwoNes 11 
nel'flork ul klcalll"apie in rural and r!!mole areas aI W""t",n Australia pfoviding 
prGgrams 10 stuoonlS In those areas, SOr11<l programs are specific 10 IrdglinOU5 
communiticG. 

A Ciw.~ ~M Citi,.,.,Mhip EdllC~lion website (which inCllrpor~"'" a pmvious 
'Di"cQvwi"9 LJ4,nJO(;ra<.:y' wgbsi(e) is www.cjvil;salili;jj;zen~hio . ..cu.~u. 

'Kias Votin9 USA' is a national nonprafrt, non,~rtillon DrV1misatlcn that leaclms 
3tlJ1ems M oul crtilllnship, civic respon~ibil.y, democlllcy and pol;lical 
p~~iGiration, T ogel~er with classroom activ~ies, stucfMts ~re proviiiffl wi:h an 
oP!J<lrtllnOly la ca~t a 'Kids Voting' t.>a~(}t 00 election day. ar>d tlley vot .. 00 lhe 
same candidates and iesuoS;ls ndull~_ In 2004, t.5 mi.ion studen:s HJlnOO out to 
vote for presidential, iocaland ~tate cllndidateB. Areas with n KidS Voti1Q USA 
pmgr~m h~"" ~nowed a ;<)Iing rate for registered le ye~r olr!~ wh>r..r. i~ 14% 
1';91"'1' ih;;1J1 for 11Or1'partk;ipallng ar~~s, S~e www.kid~V9!iflwsa,org/. 

As pM Qf too Kj~s VotinQ USA service, 'DotJbieClick Ocmocrxy {nee 
Wow k jd3~QljoguOO.9!QlDoL,!bleClicMn;'Q."~p) w,,3 de~" i<>p"d to allow ct<Jdcnto to 
p.'Irhcip?te if! an autllenlic vCl1ing experienc(' usil>g a woo-based vati"'] 'Y"t"m, 
Tt", ""Ibe bal lots raplicatg trn;, candidal~s Olnd iosues aduil~ vu!e fC>f, ",nc providij 



"udenls with pmctico baHQta Ytf'I iOh have links 10 c~ndidate biograp~~s IIt\CI other 
InOUtCOIs. Io.llout ::15,000 sllxlenl& participated during the 2004 pre,.;,;!antiat 
~Ions. 

Toom N2 PoIiIic$' is a lJS-DaMd VI~te which ~ 'fOU'I!l peo~an 
~ to p;vticipa~ in d/$o;::ucskm 10l'\Il1\$...., trJpiI.'$ such as Uw~. 
foreign~, gIIflIII'aI p:!111ea/ ksuu, anmaJs 3:'d Itlo CIWWom1CflL Ptl:Msion i:; 
alto maoa lor )'OOO!I POopIe 10 oonl!bl.e 10 d~i0n5 under 'N! bIIrver at 'let! 
."ng CNlI' .!Ind 'rigH: ~ c:tmer'. Se" wwwJeeoSll2po!ita .eomilonmsl. 

~ f ,.\ " ~, I i " -, "t' --'-"' .,C_,c'c' _C'C).c'-,oc"C'CCC'IC'L' _'c'C'c',' ~_c,c, :." __ 'LC,C"" 
- ", 

- - ---- - _ .--,._ ... 

~01l11Cal pllftiCIl 
Tho 2004 YOlll1g Auatmlilll1 ollM Yur. I1 "!Jh EWM, MS .5 uOO"st/!d thllt )'OUI"o!) 
PGOPIIt 1",1 shut out nf mainstretlm party po~tic$. 

The lormer Q~nsland Slatfl Youth """isory Council tok11he committee that the 
tSSU~.' Ilddr~ by political partl;o$ , palio..'1Jlo!rly at "'ilClioIl rime, are dQrninated by 
Ihu .... . """,,v.,L tu utOt!r 1-.;11119 iJ)(I OII r ~eLl'lg PO~. 

i ~ .. -,..",,,,,_,~iifi·~~"·- ' · ,_~"=' -'C'" 
~ .. " ~_,_.'" r.-"l>,,' ' .. ', _'" ~ ,- ~. ',- "'''''~&''':'-;:' ;, 'QIIiJ! .. , _ 'r::-~.,-> .',O-' ___ "'~"''; ~. W>',,~.;:::-y.'.-.'-" •• '....;;iI."'~!t::~-!~_ 

N9WlORiI 

I">r MadM Vmmsfl, a IiJcIUl .. r at Ih ij Univ6r~rty ot Sydney. rllillarch8ll young 
ptOPl" r",<.l politk:s. Stili wrlL" th:tt, 'The one aroa 01 porllCloaLion lhat rcmainc 
tow for \IOunc people, ood indeed!or m03t Au3lr~ llII'I~, is rnemberMlip ot poIiticlll 
PIlnie,. Hll!hN Ihlln IBOOlintll'" rty m~mbersttip dec~ne ~ I\Pi"-hy, we crughlla 
N!'<'I hCIW I.I\iIppealing pc1.!lcai p;i,lios h;cve 1.>ecoraII. And il l$ up to pilrlill5 to 
ir'MI/Y<,j ;t nII'fI' QIKlGrli'llDO. TI'II$ 11'119 '11 no! DC tIy w~ 01 1011'l'I01 mcmDerstlip: 
lMIe;ul. parlics mit;tol consult young peoplll on iMues re/evanllt> !her !ives' (see 
"oomenJ. 

In Ill " us, ~ n~tionwkle ~ of yOUlt\ attitOJ®s lounl1 tMI young poop(e W<':fO 
aatve IrIlhet oorrmuni1f~~ bI.ll nOI oon<:erned !lboot polities. A, lln outcome at 
Illill studV.!I strategy adaptad In rlHnrt~ct youth \0 demoCra~y ~ thal. oorng 
F1lf11:filll'l r;~mfl~io""'. th .. m...,l,.. 011 .. , I"'Ulh.rn"u .. r" kld <'wndiUwh. d<lb"j" . ( . .... 
NatlQrlIoIl A~sod~Lion 01 S IICr'~tarles of $late) 

, 



_C""("'2"~"-""" ___ ",'I,i" . ~ c· " c' '--Cc~----------'---

Politician~ 

Many r"S~!lTch studies In Australia aM internationally reveal that young pIloplo are 
cynic3l3bo1.l1lile oohalliour ot poIlliCilll13. 

~ HOw cart pclltlofru1$ thamsolvCsfC$tofC the truth Of YOJJng peopla in 
1!1 (/CmOOracY! 

New ideas 

Or Ariadnl! Vromen sa.ys that politiolans only consider young people wh~n tool' 
present n problem; that young people tend to be talked abOut ruiner t~ t(llked 
with: and thllt young poopl<!!'s ~",rspeclive.'l 3ro!! rarely incltJeled In public detl!lte. 
Or Vroml'..n suggests that what is needed is direct "videoc.;, 01 young ~p~'s 
~xperiences OInd .. ,gurTI..,-,(s loa.""; Of1 5""h ~vjd~rl'..'" (~ ..... Vrurm.n). 

In too United St.:ltCl[;. Canada and the Un~od Kingdom. whew votin~ ion'! 
CO'l'lput30ry. it ha3 been shown toot contact IOith political parlies and oand1da.\es is 
an impor'"",t .. Ie"""nt of 'O"t"I~-the·V(>t~' strategies, Followin<J IM ?OOI nr~iM 
general eWion, the UK ElaiOfal C""nmissiun idenlili.,.j a loc~ or canvasstllg by 
politicians as a iMly raasOI1 fOI dissatislaotk>1 (and kow MooU!) among firs\-~roo 
votors. 

, . I I "'-r 

B.lng h~rd 
While young people may be turned off politic~ a~ il ourrently opomtcs. many 
StWjle3 and ~lJIVeys M\Ie wood th,,! YClXlg people are v~ry in!~re~md in politic~1 
L~~u...-; impcrldflt to Ihs"'. T~ chatlsn~tB for govSfnments is to sngags with young 
ptlQ""", a"'llhe lir~llhin~ that \'OLlnQ pwpl~ say is that th\lY want to b~ h .. ald. 

m H<lVfI you uslld ,my·vi In,, gov .. nllmml VPPollllniil"" 10 viJk.'e ywr cy;ink-ns 
'!! "bout issoos? Howe1'foctlv9 was n? 



Ncw idoaG 

11 W9S~m Austra!ia, !he CMGs and Citizenship Urn! In the Departmllllt of P'I!miil' 
and Cobil'lCt aims to onhance democracy in that state ttlrough ciVics OOI.lG1.ltion 
and ~promotian of an active dizeOl'f_ The goal is "- community ....rere all 
'Ne-stemAu.lcalians ara valwd as dt~~ns, whB'" !hay play a s!gnlicant role in 
~attlng polJcy prioritias and wMlo lhoyholp shapC tho natum or !heir society (E(l9: 
WI'ffl,c!lizerw;ape.WI/.,goy·Cuo. 

Or Ariat:low V'OI"",n s~g"sts !hat, 'Young PIIOPIIi haI/V a b'oau "llIge of 
(1C(lnoml:J, social, anCl political oxpcrioncos' anCl thol wc need to 'create llIOllIsive 
forms of !;Iovemance that r!!COgnise and build upon dlferent way:! ot making 
r.crnmlJnHiM. ~a in power need to fisletl to yoong people mOll). <VJd young 
people's d,...r;;e views ;imd eXpI;Irillnces need to 00 arti~ulat"d in the mOldia' (see 
'Iromgn). 

'< /If-

HuW.ikl--'IO'I rfl/tlkfJifoe~$Jli)dfd'iiliiOMifOiiig' P:OOP~frr ,1/19 d9cklars it 
ipJk(jj~'Wt,ijt, i:iie_lfi01s;t\'O(kQi$t:1it:.,~,:'2;_,~O-l.ice;' Web, I:'AS.C1/Ot1Ifne 
rne~'(){',~?" ','- ,'", ,'" ,""', - ''''---- ,,,,',,, , , 

N~widea$ 

1'2003, the Commission for Ch.dren and Y0Ul'l\l People was invited to par1icipate 
in a r.ommitte<! Inr the development ci a sports and recreation facility for young 
people on Palrnlsland ,n North Q.,.,en~land, The Cummi~siorl ur'tOJ,;,r''led the 
iIrlpo~ of tlHI oomrnl1lOO asking young peOplll what thQYwanlac!. Th\! issue 
for tho Commi(lSioo wa~ not so mllGtl 'llowdo we inVoIvo oMaro{l if! I!le building 
cl this klcilily"btJt rather '7!ow do WO! ~tlhe i>!ciliIy the child~n want?: 

In 2003, ill Parrimilta in Sydney, a Yooth Ju,y pr~senl.:-d young peopi<l wtth 
j:factical opport'-'1i1ill~ 10 loam and discuss the dlVersll inlllrllsls and Conc!!m~ of;o. 
\'Iide variety of young poople aoross the Pnrramntta region. ParticipMts learned 
<bout teamwork, negotiation sk~ls IInd the powers at: government rhis enabled 
them to form r~ali"lir: ,,,,,orn.-nendations to 5upjXlI1 the "Mds 01 th~ (',olleclive 
)'Jutll 01 Parramalta. 

The aim tithe Youth Jury was to a~'sisl with bridging racial intolerance ~nd 
~'Ullural d;VBfI.ity afTlOllg )'OunQ pllopkl of Par,amatta, 

Th .. rb'Comrn .. nd~tiun. 011tJ .. Youth Jury _," jined at I<,,,y governrn!!l1t ood 
cornmurtfty organlsatiDlls of Parmmatta. 

------.. _ .. - ----



Takin~ .<:lion 
Young poopl$ want to be aotlvsly Involved In democracy. Votirlg at~IQCtioll& is my 
one way of being 'welved in Il. demooratlC society. 

~ Which OftfIG foIfowingaclMties have yoooomCd oiA. Cfwouldyou like ICcarry 
1ft om? ". 

Actlvit1 Ho"" done Would ~Io: ~ 
(;'orx) do (,or<) 

Volun1e\>N1g '" Cl 

I ni li~li"!l m f"'rIio:;ipatiog in" ioc.' yC<JIh pcoj<'Ct (7] r] 

l""IIQlin~ 01 :;i(jr1ing a PC~1iOn CC ~ 0 
"'''~ ~ ,aPly <>r prote., I]J 0 

T akillQ P'Ort in a stri<e CC 0 
ailing ~ mambe. of 3 po~tical party '" U 

Ileit>:,l a membe< Df ~ trade l"bw GJ n 
S"in<;l a member of a ~t1de nl UfJion 0 ," , 

, " 
Being ~ membllr of a oon.govelfYllanl 
or9anj",,~on whfch lobbiea gQv8mmenl(e.q. The 
WiI<"'n""", Saoieq, AIm",,!), ~~"'ni.t .. .J<,,". 

Cl 0 

G'oo~oo) ,/ ComaC:ing a potilcian Cl! Ioc"I govemmerrt Cl 
roumilor 

~"Mi<:ipnVg in ~ You1h P"~i"m""l &' 0 
B .. in~ involVed In a YOLlth Council (';) 0 

n..ing in",[""d in an ergani",ti"" which sMb to 0' , 0 
repr ..... m I~ ........... 0/ I'O"'Q P<lople (".g. YOU(1Q 

f,u"trnJjan Rural NC!:WOri() 

'(min[l r"" ~I" My Ihat to he en£l"o",rl in (!.o,mocr~y Ih~y "",,,d Ih;rxrS !.IJch M : 

iniormnlion; 

opjlortunitics 10 ootivoly ongogo in democracy; 

an ioo" ,,-bout what CM 00 IICnieved re~ i5ticall~; 

SP<lC9~ in which 10 m9g( and discuss; and 

acce~~ 10 th~ int~rn~t, p/1otocopi~rs, elc. 

Wlk11 tJssim:1flco 0( ol)Couragcman/ do YOU fI(J(Ja.from govemmenllO filklil 
woo ~baut Ih~ i~~UM you fe~1 p&~~ionllt~~boot? 

New ideas 

ElmMnc City COuncil MU:; developed 'Vi3 ~e Inl\', 0. wc~~o l'<'hicl1 aHOWS young 
people to have a "~y in the C'..olX,,~r~ proorams. The w~b~jle contwf1s l!\to~m(ltion 
aOO"t how yOWlg peopl" can have tr..ir say, E'vef1ffi fer yoor'lD i""';)ple, lillk. to 



resCllJrCeS and a forum \hroo\11 '<'IhicIl young Pl/oplli can ilXprws thar Dpiniom •. 
Th,. Caunc;! MS also provided youn9 poQpk: with areas OfOUtld Brisbane where 
!'lay can oorne together 10 mM!! and organise er.tivities N1d projf>o::ts of interMI to 
l1em. These aJ"MS are accessible to yoonll people and wan rl!!lOl..i1C<!d (see 
~.~i.ilIle.in~.orWl. 

The Vic10mlll Govemme<>t produ<:/ld a handbook for YOO"!! people on how they 
can creare change in tileir commUllity. The Ila"dlxxl~ provKJes Sugg<lstians an 
OOW I"'~ng pjjople can get acllva on a project they feel passionate about, and how 
they can imploment that project (see 'tfflW \IJlulh YiG@s1!M:/IYfSbooi<3WO. 

The Foundation for Young Au.traWan';$ a non-p<oft or9<ffii~dtkm tiedic;alOld!o 
del/elop...,. i"nuval;vlj initiaHlIlIs that support artd ~mpoWllr young peopte aged 12 
\<> 2.5. The Foundation provides s{)(ld-lundinQ for ideas, proaC\ilJoly seeks 00-
f~nding to supporl in~iabves and h",lps the rl!<:ipients structure lh!!ms~rV1'_~ la 
ensure Iong-lArm 51'stainMl<lity. Each year, the Foo.ndation manages a f"."1Iolio ol 
orants totaling about $6 miliun. At k.1ast 25,.., of totalll,ant fundinll i,. dwdicatlld to 
i"iU<l~~ sP9C~icallyd9slgnoo to benefit young Indigenous !\ustralians (soo 
www.)'OJl:1ooustfl!;tians.org), 

" ' " \' " (' '(i,"--J',,,{'( 
_11) ~ -J}:",; 1,,'")_ll~:'. \_7 

NE-V< ideas 

Tne Youth 101I!ctnr~1 Study (V,S) r~'lfltl th;lj p,... .. nt_. MI" "'O",rt..ti hy )'OI'''!} 

people "" the most imlX'rt"rn source 0/ intOfmatio.o about llOti~, T eievisioo and 
n~wspapers ara the rlQ~t n1O"1 important, ho"""vij, young peo~ .. v~". these latte, 
5ou'c~s with som~ sC9Ptlclsm. 

~<;. ". , " ' '..-l.... 
',lrX-,,{:', :\'; __ ::-Kl-'j/, -, , ;? . 

---------

What rofe ,CN; noo-govemmentfOUIIdi>licm~ rx <;omm!J(!ily vrgau;S8tions pI"y 
.n gelling yOU/lq poopiu active Ilnd IrlVolved Wlrfl democracy? 

NeV!_i~ 

Th., I"~~;,'~ FUlJI1U"liv" (~~ .. ',,"lw. i"w~!t.\)!llJ',u) Is,. ",Hi{)""1 Jlun-Il'<!iit 
foundation llIhloh aims to croatQ OpportunilieS lor young Au~tmljcm. principally 
uQod bcllveen 16 Bnd 25, to h~!p th~ms"lv"" and olh"r~ The r Dlmd~tion 
!lC~nowt~dge~ I~"~ YO''''O reorle WM' 10 make 8 positive d;ffemrce in the~ own 



ijvos and in thair cammunities. YQUI\~ pooo;J1e arij activily If1IIQiyiid In thi 
~~nt and deliv...-y 01 aU thi Foundatio;)'s iI'li\iatNC!l. Ono lnilialiIc, 
'ActNow', li a 101Gb-based s-crvIeo thlU wil l p:-~ young people with :rIIarm3!-on 
and tuppa rt OIIl1ow th8y C&Il t.«M"OII i,wolved .... issues or C8U$(."$ ;" lte. 
community IMf th~ are pas$iooall~ at.oul. 

Th_ US Ad Collr.cill& a non-J)rOCIl OfoanlStlllOfl whien proOuCe.s.. di'lriOOI~ 1100 
Promotes 1IUDIic:;erw:e eampatgtl$orIl1 ,af"'!JA 0I~. A recent CMf1lIlO!Jl, 
.~ M4mecJJinlSlll', 1tx:u'<$ed on imprrn.ing 'fOI.dl cM: .. ngolllllfmlflt a!ld .... t...­
PIIfbC'p.!otOn It i"""*-l televi$!o" ~~."Ill<> ads ii.inwd at ~lnjl VOOng pe<lp19 
..... l)Ived In issues tl"'1 CaflJ at>ovt. VOiUlltOOfiIlq and '>'011" 11 {GO-O 
1'II'\ffl, fjg/1!man ""'9 vin ~. oml. 

'Rook tno Vote' I~ a non 'pro/it org~ ~i5.JI1ion wnch ~im~ to engstJ8)'OlJIl9 ~" in 
the poiltlellt prOCEls...1n the United States and (h.w alt..ntloo to isSu;H; 01 coocIKn 
to )'I'l'J1"IQ people It <:OOfd', .. ll/lj vote, '.gtstr:ition drNlHl and eQVC3.tior> ettO<1S to 
ensure YOU"!! Jll!QPW 1IIXerds9 melt rigll lo voco, YOWl cu=ur. i3 l"1amessect l1ihe 
promotion of Its camP3~. mMY Of which lelllurll high pmb. celAbrillP..'l inrJurlin!) 
mucldCM. actOl'!.. 1IlhIele3 !11ld ~ lIlihe 2004 elections. 1.2 mllioJl 
pe:.ple 1001< IIrh1anltlge 01 the Ofgvl~llur,"!; unme IIQ\W 19!:;l5lriltion liidilV, and" 3 
fulther 200,000 1¥1."vd '" ~ ot lIIe Rock tile Vote &I~ Tour o=!hc 
OOIInl ry (59.~. 

\] ,\. , ' 
> _"~O'U""'C':7~~'C'~ .. C'". ~.","':' r:~: _~·LC'·"',C··_Ct."c,~_,C"";"·_--"· . JL.:.i:r~ .. __ ~.'o-_ 
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';l.t:d ~l~v..f..$ {DV l'.....aii:[vc.g 6! _<;lI.iw,d .. <;~1.()Vv 

There is no set form for 11 submmsion to. Ihl! committl!!!. Subm~sians may be made using 
Ihto hqLJiry response form or m t~ form af a lel1er, a sw.tanlial paper or ~ shol1 
doccommt and th9Y may irICkid9 apP0nd\clls, SUbm/$slons may contain feel$., opini<.m"', 
argllT10nlS and recommendations for action. The m031 useful submi9sion~ arc 10 the 
POl~:~ 

The committe<'! would prefer writiBn suhmis.'Iion .• , but wi~ also I1c.r.ept submission~ on 
aooio tape_ For written subm "ssloo •• typed or priried leXt is praferabl9, tr.::.ugh ""gib/a 
h~nd·wrltt9n submissions af9 aoc9ptablo. Numoored pages and, for SubmlsSions in 
excess of 20 pa9Cs. a Mol summary Md a table of oontOO1S is also helpful, 

All submissIons mllS1 1(10illoo ttla name and oonlQct dotuds of the parson making thl! 
subrnissiol1. Thoae making a :lubmiS1lioo on tleI1~~ 0/ W1 OI'gMislIlion shOUld indica10 0.1 
what Iew.tlll1a "ubmL~sion has heM authorised (~SOO«Ylmlittt>e, pre.~ident, chllir, etc.). 

PubiC ott~rs mlly make submissi6ns liS private individlJ<!js, Ilowever, if reference is 
mad'" in a submission to their oflO:ial po~~ion. it should ruso. be made cleHthat the 
swni$>ion is maoo ~, ~ privalQ capacity. Submtsslcns from gavemmenL ~par1ments 
sho"'d bo iluthOOS9d In accordance wfth normal departme!1tal prOCOO:Ufo, 

Content and rclevanoe 

A subm~iQn may cover some or lIi Of the iS~lJe~ rai~ed in !he response form. It would be 
h",lphA d ~uhmiss ion~ clearly statS<:! whkh isslJe:'5 ~re being addrMMd_ 

I he commit1ee'~ u~lJlll proc<'!<lurf! i~ to fllbiir"./y re Jeal;e /lnd tab~ ~ubrni~~ons in the 
Ll!\Ji~la1i~e Assomlbly. No( all submissions will n"""s~""ily Ln. publislwd alld/or tabled. Th~ 
<.-·olnm~tw rosorves th9 right to not pt.b~sh artable confidootial ,"ubmiosion s, or 
subm~siOns Whi:lh me ir/C!ovan1, Oon1ain scurrilous or defamatory matori3J, or are 
oll1erwise not suitabllltor publ;shil1\l. The camrnitlee wil inform )'Ju it it decides not to 
"cc~pt. or not to authorise the publication of, 'jOlX submission 

Confldentiarlty 

Th~ "anmin"" attemp1s 10. conduct Its inquiriu~ in ttw mos~ opon way p"ss<U"', Howliwr, 
W yoo l:oIiji"ve mal YOtJr Subn\lssiOll (or part of~) ShoulCf not bEl made publo, clllarly write 
'contidontiaJ' an eam page and, in a bhef caverlllg lett",[, ex~ain why yOU" submiflsion 
:lho~'!d be tr<'!llte.d oontidenti<l;y_ ThP. =mmit!e~ wi l th~n r:nrl.'lider yaur request tar 
r:onlidentiatity. 

Unauthari"""j Release 

Onc(l the "ommitt~ 'lICeives a submisslcn. it bocomes committ~9 proparty and should 
not be pubHShCd II'rthoutlhD comminoo'S authorisation, Publication of a submiSsion 
without the commrtt<'!e's authori~ atioo mean~ th~t that pubf".Il.lion i~ not protected by 
parliamentary F'riv~ege and may amOUlf to a oonl~npt 01 Parliament. 

~~e~~:IfIk~IO.'" .. 
L9-;l.iI. Constitutional and AdministratIVe R(lvicW Commttee 

Parliament HoUS9, Gaorg9 $tm9t 

BRISBANE OLD 4000 
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Sl.!l1ml~$iI;In= close on Wednesday, 30 November 2005 

Extensions to the dMin~ dat~ may b.!: given. If you r,,~ed more lime 10 make ~ 
sLlbmiMion, or if YOu' 'eqdre further informatiOll, co~tact the cOO1mitt~s secreta,iat on: 

T",lephona: (07) 3406 7307 
Fa;(: (07) 3406 7070 
Emall: ~aIC@ oarliumQnt.o!d.gQy.llU 

Copi<es of thi5 paper and all rnilar poolicatiJns by the Legal and Cooslautional Commitl"" 
a,w a~ai .. bla un t~ Int~rmit Ilia thQ commitloo'i homQ pa...QIiI al: 
W\~i?menl,QId.qov.QuIoommil100silcaalrov.hlm 

Nam~: 

AddrGSs: 

Comae! (e.g. P'1one number): . 

Emall: ..... 
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