*"; =  RECEIVE .~

071 uel 2005
LEGAL, CORSTITOTIL,

ACMINISTRATYVE RE
COMMITTEE

RESPONSE FORM

This Form can be used 1o send your views to tha committes. Plaazss sond i to!

The Regearch Direstor

| ega:, Constitutlonal andg Adminigtrative Reaview Commmes
Pad:ament Houze

Beorge Sirest

Brisbarne Oid 4000

i._'.'lr fau it to: 07 AR 770
O endil itter  feare®padiorment.qld gov.au

A PARUAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTC YOUNG PEQOPLE
ENGAGING IN DEIMDCRACY IN QUEENSLAND




Your Voles

The aim of this inquiry is to make practical recommendations to
lncreasa the ntercst and participation of young peopls in damaocracy in
Queenstand.

The committas wants to hear from young peopis, in particular, about:
what is nnoded in Queensiand:

i what will work;

2¢ what won'l; and

#  what you wani! to do or experience.

We would aleo like to hear from all paople In Queensland who have an
inerest in young people, or in young people enyaging in democracy.,

To halp you te think atbord, discuss and responct fo mattars relevant to
the ihquiry, we have st oot helow some!

i jsguses: and

¥ examples of strategies sugpested or tried elsewhere.




:P EEOPRTE .’C W‘ﬁ.

SR G R R LT R A T T R R D e L N R T TR

gﬂ@;a.

voling System and Electoral Coramlision ueencland

Edyeation/infarmation

113 the job of the Electaral Commission Queensiand (ECDY) to ensire tha! peaple
enrol and vofe at elections. To do this, e ECQ uses educulin and awareness
programs {e.9. posicards, postors ang school visits).

%drwuﬁmaﬁcadobaﬂwwdmn}'mger#smaﬁsagamsm
yioury people?.

MNew idegs

+  In 2003, Flections Canada partnered with Cable in the Classroom lo develop 2
rew vater education program far students. including a ennfest challanging prople
aged 16 1o 18 10 create 30-3econd public service announcaments on video taling
their peers why the damocratic process and veting are mpartant.

¢ The Uniled Kingdom Electoral Commisslon's ‘Do Politics’ aims 1o gat young
people invotved in demoeracy. B may ba accessed ab www.dopolitics.co.uk. ‘Do
Folitics' conducts workshops and evants, and provides resources and treining
across the UK for young peaple,

r In Australia, the Youth Elactoral Siudy {YES) found that some incantives would
aftract a tirst vole, Young peoplc said a tax bregk or the use of promational reck
cancerts wauld be the most effective incentives, but there was also Some support
for the ration that inceniivas should net D2 neaded a3 voting is a res;:lonsrh[h‘ryr
thal comes with citizenship.

¥, .

o % 1 v Koo £
N My b A A T B SRR & S 0 ST L o S
T = ]

% -

Voter reqgistration
tn Australia, each persan must compleie an anrelment form to regisier 1o vote.

f‘ How coukd. the FCQ make ff easier for yourng peopfa A0, E-nrr.r! and Lecome
& ugistured fo voig? :

New [daas

b I some countiies, registration is done by the yovernment so hal people are
automabically reglsterad whan they reach voling age. Aninternational raport by
the Inshittie for Demoeragy and Electors! Assistance, Youlh Voter Particination,
suggesis autamatic regisiratinn by the gaverniment rathier than it haing a duty af
edech person to enrl,

»  Crher countrics enable poopic 10 register at a paliing station on cloction day, or
on-|ife.

v InCanada, Eleclions Canada identifies peonle who have turned 18 itwough
information provided by, for exampla, the tax office and motor vehicle -agistere.
Tne Ghict Elccroral Dficer writes to these peopie to ask Inem o confiern that thoy
erz eligible to vole and nonseant to heing incitedrd in the mational registar
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Polling stalions
In Creeenslang, polling stations ara usually lozatad in schoolg or halls and arg open
between Sam and Gpm.

a How couid she ECCO maka it easfer for young peopid 1o tast tholr vote?.

MNow idcas

v Inrecent Canadian eleclions, Elections Canada intruoduced more polls in locations
to which young pecple have aasy access, such a3 noear studen; residances and
unlversity naeighbourhoods,

v inCarada, poling stations are apen for 12 hours,

+ Defegabions from the Auslrafian Electoral Cemmission and the Victoran Efectoral
Cormmlission obsarved electronic voiing procasses 21 elections In the USAa, UK
and Irefand between 2000 and 2002. The delegations considered tha diffcrent
apfions that are available, their advantages and disadvantages and haw 2ach
option would suit Australia’s voting systems, The delegations reccmmended e-
veting ba made gvailzble 10 ¢enaln clagsas of volars Including voters in Antarctica,
veters in remote focations, voters with o disabilty and ovarscas volors [soe

wirw aes.qov.an’ contentfvhativotingfelectronic reportfindax.tifn &nd

W aec oy aw contentfwhatvoting/E-voting _report pdi’.

+  Arecent reporn of the Victorlan Sorutiny of Acts and Regulations Committes,
Victarian Eiecironic Domosracy. considerod cicetronic voling. 1t racommendsd
that Viclorien elections should not be conducted remotely via informatian and
communications iechnalngies in the near future, but identifiad the lofiowing key

advartages of remole wvoling systems:
-~ easy access for fravellers and disablsd people;

—  praviding an interface for other technologies such as screen reads:s, Sranls
computers, magnifiers or alternative data entry systems;

- gllowing far the rasy And cheap distribotion of hallo! papers in different
lnguages;

- instantaneous processing; and

- allowing voters to ascess & wide range of other information whde considering
and casliyg thair vote,
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Advanece voting

Currentty in Dueensland, if you can’t vote at your nearest polling booth on the day
of a state election, special arrangements can be made for you to cast your vole,
such as by advance veting in person or pestal voting. Thesze options are zvaiiable
in only some circumstances - lor exampte, i you: will be interstate on polling day,
have a disability; or can't vots on that day because of religious belials. for Further
information, see www.ecg.qil.qov.ay.

Doruuﬂii‘nk@mmmmpwpfe would viste rfﬁeymdddamar‘my time in
th; ek - leading ip:tnan. 1y R
mn-:ﬂfanstoﬁa soR

New idaas

v Inthe UK, pestal voting is svailabia to any ¢ligible voter on request. A perean may
appty for postal voting for & particular elestisn, for a certain perod of tima of for all
1uture eleclions.

v To facilitate voling, the state govemment could declare the day of a state elaction
a public holiday or schaedule an alection for & day cther than a Salurday.

* Inheture, it electranic voling wers 1o be indroduced, For example, # nead not be
necessary to have an 'alection day’, with all vates cast on the same day. Voting
could [ake place, fur example, over an ‘alection week

%— 1‘4_,'; ". i L,pr ‘IJL A 1,' i e i '}"-f

Close of rolls
Currenily, afller a state election is called, people have between 5 and 7 days to
register 10 vota,

Do you think young peogia could be dfsam::faqed ‘i:fﬂmera WS i nppc-ﬂmuty
10 gnrol Aifar an ciedtion is cafiea?: - .

Mow idega
v Piior to the 2004 federal elaction, the Special Minister of Siate, Eric Abetzr
proposad that;

v the slectoral roll he closed to new volers on the day the election writs would be
issud {usually the day the election is announced); and

v people wishing to change their enrofment details be given three days o de  so.

This proposal dic not proceed as it was not supportad by ihe non-yovernment
parties.
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Fixed elaction day
In Cueensland, thers is no fixed election day for slate elections.

A fixed slaciion day could allow improved civies education coursss, mock-elections
and other stralegies encouraging young people's engagement with eleclions ta be
planred i advanes (oo Milnerl. For example, a fiked efection day would allow
civice educators to plan and sanducl thair courses in parallel with an election
CAMpaign.

Der i think improved civics edication. /s 8 worfhwﬁi?a r2asan forgcvemmf-nt
i conslder a change io fixed term elections? -

MNaw ldgas
v In Queensland, elections for all local governmant authorities are generally held
eviry four years on the last Saturday in March.
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Mew voting sysicm

In Qugens'and, a system of optional prelerential vobing is used. Afact sheo! about
OPY is available from: www ecn ald qov.an,

f Do you think ynqu peopls. wotld ke more.likely to vote if the voting system

Was changed 50 that r:and:da!es ‘unning on ceraln-issues of particittar interast

o youny ;Jecpfe wefe more f:ke.‘y Jcr gﬁi efecied and hdve a’ m:aiuae fir
pariamieni?. R : .

Maw i ]

v Appendix Boeontaing w revised version of s paper prepared for an inquiny, Hands
on Pardiament, by the Legal and Canstititional Commities of the previous
Fariiament. it provides information about aur yoting systom and ways it might be
chenged to provids more divarsity in candidsfes who might be elected

v Asin Queensland, the vating system in the LK makes it very difficu far
vandidates frum mingr partias to get #lected. In May 2005, svine 500000 school
sludants In the UK voted in a mook alection to coincide with the general slsctions.
Tre sludents voted for the actual candidatea. 1he resulks ahowed that the
sludents were attractact 1o padties which ran candidates on certarm 1asues; 1or
example, students who falt passionate about the environmernt vated for the Green
Party, Daspite failing to have a single candidate returned in the general eleclions,
the Green Porty securcd 45 out of o possible 349 soats in the mook elaetion,

v Praporbonal representation voting, which is used for Senale elections in Australia,
provides grezier opperiunity for minor parties to win seats.

i .
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Voting age
In Australla, you must be 18 yvears old {6 vote, The minimum voting age in uther
COuUntries ranges from 5o 21,

The minimum ages set by the law lor other aclivitias are lister in appendix B.

Shotdd the voting Age fe towerad 10 17 o 16 yedrs 7. Why orwhy, idt?, ﬁ‘me
mﬁrgage % lowwered, shauﬁimfmgafme fowared age be compulsory?

Mew idaas

b0 Aprl 2004, following 2 project on the age of electoral majority, the United
Kingdom Electoral Commission regemmended ihat the minimum agea for 2l levals
of voting in public elections in the UK rernain at 18 yoars for tho time being. The
UK Electoral Commisaion advised. however, that it expected 16 uncertake 2
turher Farmal review of tha minimum voting age within a Further five fo seven
years, It encouraged ihe government to consider intialing a wider review of the

age of majority.

b n 2000, A report on changing sosial and legel framewaorks for young Australians
tound that, despite orme Irlerest in gatting mars invalved in their community and
m govarnment decision-making processes, young peopls were quite refuctant 1o
claim the righl arid responsibility of having the vote younger than at age 18. The
majority (74%) of young paopls involved in the research said that they wera not
ready or interestod in gelting invelved in tarmal political processes such as voling
befare they were 18, Their parents agreed, with 8 majofity (81%) suggesting tha
yaung people are not mature enough and not interested in voling before they are
18, and thad young people under 18 have other pressures o confront and contend
with (see Carson, Fitzgerald and Roche),

o LGampuisory vobing was inlrdduced in Queensland in 1914 and by the
Commonwealth in 1924, Research by Minger {published in Civic Liferacy: How
htormed Cilizens Make Democracy Work, Unlversity Prasse of Mew England,
Hanaver, 2002} indicates that the offeet of introducing computsory voling in
Australie was to bring about 8 23% owverall increase in voting.
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Education in schools

In Quoensiand schogls, thers is no subject colled ‘civies cducation” ar ‘citizenship
aducation’. Primary and secondary students [earn about demacracy, including
parliament, government and alections, in a number of different subjects. Students
also experience duemocracy st schouol, for example through elections for school
councif mem Sere andfor schoot teaders,

Edurating ahout dermaeracy
Additional educationaf opportunltiss relevant 10 demodcracy inclusds:
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visita to the Quesnsiand Pardiamerd, or to & regional sitting of the Oueeansland
Farliament, and educalion al activities provided by Parliamentary Education
Sorvices; and

elactoral aducation aclivities conducted by the Australian Electoral Commission,
such as school visils.,

For siedefits

What. worked weall ‘and . what <did - you en;ay wﬁen Jmu Feamr abauf or
expariancad demooracy i your schaol?, - :
Wihat more_eotdd schicols. di g enc-c)urage j."Ol-FL- VHFU? demmrar:ry ﬂ"d
Frepars you 50 rhar you .am WE:‘F fnformed &n::f conﬂdenr abom‘ engagrﬂg i
demporaay? i RS

For teachears

B

Haw does your school approach cldes educafioh .and pratice’ demamﬁqﬂ’
Hewr could skidenis be beffer prepared to engags fidémocidcy? .

Mew ideas

4

In previaus ingquiries, the Lepal and Conslitutional Committes and the Legal and
Consfitutional Cammittees of the 49th and 50th Farliaments have made
recornmeandalions about civics educalion i Gueensland. Similar
recommendations have been mads by many other Australian bodias in recent
years, A list of some of thoss recommendations is et out in appendix C,

The Constitiutional Centre of Westemn Australia was established to enceurage
veople of all ages to lram about the Westarn Australian political sysiemn and how
@ sotively participaic in it 1L offers displays on the Constingtlon and aspacts of
citizenship and political histery. The Electoral Education Ceantre is locaied within
the same complex, and provides interactive programa allowing people lo caat e
vota, discover the origing of democracy and understand how the voting system
wurks (ged www.ccenire.wa. gov.auwindax tm). Programs, presenlad in ways
which angage young people, are also condusted lor schod studants visiting the
Gentre, Toacher réanurce kita complement each program. AesOurse BoXoS O
various togics are availshle ta schonts in remota areas. In &ddition, the -
Cronstitutional Centre has develaped an ‘Out Reach Program' which irvoles a
retwork af leeal peaple in rural and remots areas of Waestern Auslalia providing
programs 1o studens n thosa areac. Some programe arg speclfic 10 Indigenous
communitics.

A Civics and Citiranshio Education website {which incormerales a pravious
‘Discovering Democracy’ website) is waw, chvicsandeilizenshio et au.

"Hids Voting UBA" i5 a nationad non-profit, nen-partisan organisation that teaches
students about etizenship, civic responaibility, democracy and political
pardicioation. Toegether with classroom activities, students are provideo with an
opportunily 1o cast g Kids Voting' baltot on election day, and they vote on the
same candldates and issues as aduis. In 2004, 1.5 million studenis iuined oul to
vote for presidential, local and slate candidatea. Areas with 2 Kids Voling USA
program have shawed 2 voting rate for registerad 18 yaar olds which is 14%
bigher than Tor non-participating greas. See www, kidewodingysa oml

As part of the Kigs Voting USA service, Doublellick Dameoracy’ (sce

Wi kitavelingesa cra/DoubleClickintre azn) was devatopead to allow Studeonts [o

pamticipete in an avthentic voting experience using a web-based woting systemn.
Tiw ostline ballots replizate the candidales and igsues adulls vole for, and provide
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students with practico balfots which have links 1o candidate biographies and other
resources. About 35,000 stidants participated durlng the 2004 presidantial
elactions.

v Teons N2 Poltics' is & US-basad website which offers young people an
opporfunity to participate mn discussion formns on topics such as the economy,
forergn policy, general political lssues, animals and the covironment. Provision is
aleo made for voung poople to contnbute to discussions under the banner of et
wing chat' and ‘right wing comear’. Ses wvow teensn2politics comfiomms/,
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The Political System and Polltictans

Political partics

The 2004 Young Australian of the Year, ugh Evans, has suggested that young
paopla feel shut out of mainstream party politics.

The former Queensiand State Yeuth Advisory Councit told the committee that the
issuas addrassed by political parties, particulurly at efection lime, are dominated by
Ihusy relevanl 1o clder pEODI-H and our aqalﬂg popuramn
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New fdeas

v Dr Ariadne Vromen, a leclurer al i Univarsiy of Sydney, researches young
pecple and poliies, She wrltes that, The ohe area of participation that romaing
low for young people, and indaed for moat Australiana, is membership of political
parties. Hather than labelling party membership decline as apathy, we ought fo
sea how unappealing political panties have become. And Il [s up o parties to
invulve: & new generalion. This might not be Ty way of formal membership:
instead, parlica might eonsult young people on issues refevant lo ther lives’ (see
Viomen).

b I thie US, a nationwide study of youth atfitudas found that young peoplc wore
active In thelr communitice but not concerned about politics, A3 an cutcome of
that study, & atrategy adoptec to re-connect youlh fo demacracy is that, during
eleclion campaigns, the media offer youlbmoderated candidate debates {sew
Nalional Assuctalion of Seeretaries of State).



Politicians
Mary research studles In Australia and Internationally revest that young pooplo 2ra
aynical sbout the behaviour of polificians.

Hovr can paliticlans . themsolves mmm me faith n! y'o;.mg peop!'e in
democracy?

Moy tdeas

v D Arigdne Vroman saye that politivians only consider young paaple whan thay
pregent o problem; that young people tend to be talked abowg rather than tatiked
wilh: and that young peaple’s cerspaciivas are rarely included in public debate.
Dr Wromen suggests thak what is nesded s diract evidenca ol yaung peopis's
expariences and arguments based on such evidance {see Vromer),

*  Inthe Uritad States, Gonada ard the United Kingdom, where voting isn't
compuisory, it has been shown that contact with political padies and candidates is
an impartart element of 'gat-olt-the-vote’ strategies, Following tha 2001 Hritish
general election, the UK Electoral Cummission idenlified a lack of canvassing by
potiticians as a kely roason for dissatislaction (and low turnout) among firs-lima

YoLors.
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Being heard

While yoUng pocople may bo turncd off politics as it currcntly operates, many
studies and surveys have found that young people are vary interested in political
issurs impartant to them. The challenge for governments s to engage with yaung
people, and the first thing that woung people say is that thay wani 1o be heard.

Z; Have you used any of the govemmen! vpporiuniies fo voice your opfmicns
8 aboutissues? How effsctive was it?



Fogparse forn '.

Mow idoag

v In Waeslem Australia, the Civies and Citizanship Unit In tha Department of Premisr
and Cabinct aims 1o enhance democracy in that state through ¢ivies cduecation
and the promotion of an active citizenry. The goal is a community where all
Western Australians ary valued as citizans, where they play a significant role in
salting policy priorities and whote they holp shape the nature of thelr soclaty (sse:

Ny SiliZenscans wa gov.aud.

* Dr Ariadne VYromen suygests that, “Young pecple have a broad range of
sconamiz, soctal, and pelitical cxpericneas’ and thal we need 1o ‘sreate (nclusive
lprms of governance thal recognise and build upon diferent waya of making
communities, Those in power ased to listen 1o young peopls mare, and young
people’s diverse views and experiences need to be anivulated in lhe media’ (see

Yromen).
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methods of Withen?”

MNew ideas

b In 2003, the Commission far Children and Young Peopls was invited to parlicipate
in a committes inr the development of a sparts and recreation facility for young
pecple on Palm Island in Merth Queensland. The Commission undeiined the
impartancs of the cammittes asking young paople what they wanied. Tha issue
for the Commission was not 5a much “ow do we involve chifaren in the buitding
ol this hacility” bl rather “how oo we get the facifity the chitdran want?’

*  In 2003, In Parramalta in Sydney, a Youlh Jury presented young people with
practical opportunilies to learn and discuss the divarse interesis and conggrns of &
wida variety of young peopie aeross the Parramana region.  Farticipants learned
about teamwork, negatiation skills and the powers of government. This erabled
them to farm raalistic renormmendations to suppart the needs of the coilective
youth of Parramatia,

The aim af the Youth Jury was to assis! with oridging racial intolerance and
cultural diversity among youns peogle of Farramaita,

The recommendaliuns of tha Youth Jury were aimed at key government and
coMmuUnfty organlsations of Parramatta.




Taking action

‘Young poople want to be activaly [nvolved In damocracy. Voting at elections is only
ona way of baing involved in & demosralis sociaty.

Which-of the folloving activities hiave you carried out, or would you like o cany

outp

Activity

Yaluntearing

tnilfating ar padicipating in a local youth project
[mia%ing of staning A peltion

tatending a rany o protest

Taking part in a strike

Being & mamber of & political pany

fleing a member of a rade tion

Eeing & member of & student union

Ezlng & membar of 2 non-govemmeant
organiaalion whish labbies govemment (2.9 The
Wilkdemesss Society, Ammnesty Ltermational,
Greenpeacs)

Comaciing a poliician or local govemnment
courillor

Hadizipaling in & Youth Padiameni
Being involved In & Youth Councl

Being invelved in an arganization which seeks to
represent the views of young peopie {e.q. Young
Australian Rural Metwark)

.&gﬂdﬁ'& ﬁmr
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¥oung people say that to he engaged in democracy they need things such as:

i

L]

k

informealion;

ooportunitios to actively cngags in demogragy,

an idea about what can be achiseved realistically;

spaces in which 10 meet and discuss; and

access 1o the internet, photocopisrs, atc.

What aseislancg of oneouragemo do vou nood. from govemment 1o fake

action abaut the issias you fesd passionata ahout?

Bew icleas

Hrsbane Uity Council has developed 'Wiaible Ink', a websitc whicn alidws young
pecpla to fave A say in the Councils programs. The website contans intarmation
about how young people can hava thair say, events for young pesple, inks 16

i
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resources and a forum through which young people can express thair opinions.
The Caunci has aiso provided young poople with areas around Brisbana whera
lhey can come together 1o meet and arganisa activities and prajects of interest to
hem. Thase araas are accessible o young people and wall resourced [see

v visibile-ink.orgs).

t The ¥icloran Govemnment procuced a handbook for young people on how they
aan greate change in fheir communiy. The handbook provides suggestions an
fhow young people can gat active on 2 project they feel passionate abaut, and how

ey can implement that project (See yevw,youth vic oov.awedis TY P Shookd naf).

¢ . The Founzation for Young Ausiralians is a non-profit organisation dedicated o
developing mauvalive inttiatives that suppert and empowesr young peaple aged 12
e 25. The Foundation provides sced-unding forideas, proaclively secks co-
funding 1@ supporl initiatives and hefps the recipients structure themsaives ta
ensure lang-tarm sustainability. Each year, the Foundation manages a portfolio of
grants totaling aboul 8 million. At least 25% of total grant funding is dedicated 1o
mitiatives speciiically designed to benetit young Indigenous Australians (sce

wrew. youngaustralians.org),
& ek kit g
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What:sog. can fmmﬁesandmmﬁ pl.syin geﬂmgy‘mmgpmﬁp m‘me And
ivohed with dﬁmma:y? :

Mew ideas
*  Tha Youth Electneal Study (Y75} Friond that parents are regarmed hy yponng
paople as the most inportant source of information about voting. Telewvision and
n2wspapers ara the next most importzant, however young peppa view these latter
SOUrCES with some scepticlsm.
N .-"" nl". L. o
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ﬁ)’ What mofe can nog-govermiment foundalivns or cormmunily organisations play
& i geliing young peopla active and involved with democracy?

MNew ideas

v The bepire Fuuncalion (see wovw, irspire orgMy) s @ nationd nen-proiil
foundation whigh aims to croato opportunitios for yeung Australians, principally
aged bohween 16 end 25, to help themselvas and nthars. Tne Ioundation
acknowledgas that youn g peonle want to make a posifive difference in their own
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livea and in their communities. Young peopde arg actively invelved in the
development and defivery of all the Foundation's initiatives. Onac initiateve,
‘Actiow, is 2 web-based sarvica that will provide young peopla with inlarmatian
and suppart on: how thay can become invalved in issues or causes in their
community that they are passionate about.

»  VibeWire Youth Sarvices is a volunteer-based, non-profil youth media and training
organisation which pravidas young penpie aged bebween 16 and 30 with an enline
farum thraugh which they can aceess imfuination on a range of topics, patticipala
in discussions with olher young pecple and beeome involved In the exchange of
information with other young people (see www.vibewire.net). Fecent inliatives
inelude “clectionTracker (see www slectiontracker,net/etf) which sem young
paople out on the campaign trail s repocters in the 2004 Federd! election. These
reports wara Ltilised by six radio stations, SBS and ABC news.

v The US Ad Courcil ls a non-profit orgamsation which produces, diztributes and
promotes public service campaigns on a ranga of issues, A recant campaign,
'Fight Mannequinism’, focussed on improving vouth civic engagement and voter
participation. It involved television and radio ads aimed at gelting young pecple
involved in issues they vare about, volunteering and voting (sce

www fighlmannreguinlgm.org),

»  'Rock the Vote' 1 a non-profit nrganisation which aims to engage young peapte in
the political process in the United States and draw altention to issues ol concern
to young people. Iteoordinales vater regisiration drives and edunation afforts to
ensure young people exercise thalr right to voto. Youth culture is hameased in the
promaotion of Its campaigns, many of which feature high prolile celebribies including
musicians, actors, althletes and comeadians. In the 2004 elections, 1.2 million
peaple look advantage of the orgenisalion's online voter registeation faciity, and a
further 200,000 regislered as apan of the Rock the Vote Bus Tour acress the
counlry (see wwerrockthavote.com),
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Susalives for making & suvaission

There is na set form for a submission to the committes. Submizsiens may be made using
the inquiry respanse form or in the forrm of a letter, a substantial paper or a shod
dogumaent and they may include appendices. Suomissions may centain facts, opinions,
argumonts and recommeandations for action. The moat uasiul submissions are to tha
poin’.

The committee would prefar written submissions, but wilf alse accept submissions on
audio tape_ For written submissions, bped or printed text is preferable, though legible
hand-written submissions are acceptabla. Numbared pages and, for submissions in
excess of 20 pages, a brief summary and a table of contents is also holpful,

&4 submilssions must incluge the nams and contagt dotails of the persoh making the
submission. Those making a submission on behaff of an organisation shouk indicato at
what leval tha submission has been autharised [eg sub-committes, president, chair, efc.).

Publc officers may make submissions as private individuals, lowever, if refarence is
made in a submission to their official pasition, it should aiso be rnade clear that the
subimigsion is mads in 2 private capacity. Submissions from govermmen! deparlments
should be autharigad In accordance with normal departmenta) procedura,

Content and relevanoe

M osubmissian may cover sorme or ali of the issues raised in the response fam. |t would be
hedplul 4 submissions cleary stated which issues are haing addrassed.

fhe commitiee’s usual procedure is 1o pubicly release and table submizsions in the
Leqgisfative Assembly, Nof all submissons will necessarily e pubfished andfor tabled. The
commitiee resaryes the right to not publish or tabie confidantial submissions, or
submissions which are inelovani, conigin scurriious or defamatory material, or are
athemisa not suiteble 1or publishing. The commities will inform yoo # it decides not to
accest, or nat ta autharse the publication of, your submission.

Confidentiafity

The cormmiltee atitempis 1o conduct its inguiriss in the most open way possiblke. Howewvar,
if you believe that your submiasion {or part of Ity should not be made publis, ctaarly write
‘confidential® ap gach page and, in a2 brief covenng letter, explain why your submission
should be treated confidentially. The committer will then consider yaur reguast tar
aonfidentiality,

Unauthorised Release

Once the committes recedves a suomission, it becomes committee properdy and should
not be publishad without the committes’s authorisation. Publication of a submission
withaut the committee’s authorizatian means thal that publication 1s not pratected by
parfiamentary privilege and may amcunt to a contanpt of Parliament.

All sumﬂ“’ ‘ ﬂ “
The Ra recto

Legal, Constitutlonal and Administradve Reviow Committee
Parliamemnt Housa, Gaorge Strest
ERISBAME QLD 4000
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S_qhmi#sinns close on Wednesday, 30 November 2005

Extansions to the clasing date may be given. If you need mote time to make 2
submission, or if you seguire further information, contact the commiftee’s secratariat on:

Telephona: {07 3406 7307
s (O7) 3406 7070
Emali; jcare@ parliomont. gid.gov.au

Copies of this paper and alt other publicalions by the Legal and Consttutionat Committes
are available un the Intarnet via the commitiee’s home page at:
www.parligment.qld. gov.gu/sommitiecate galreyv.him
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