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Y°:.<:i'VDLa 

The aim of Ihis inquiry i:; In mako prantiooJ rMommendations to 
Il1l!masa the Interest and participation of young oeople in democracy in 
QU~Wl,land. 

The committee "'/lOts 10 hellr from yoong iX'op~, in particular. abolrt: 

'!f{ whal will WOfk: 

o whal you wanl to du or ",XPij,;"ncl;O. 

W'" would ~Iso lilm 10 ~oarfrom 1I111XJop19:n QW9nsl~l1d who h~v", ~n 
int~"st in young p;iopill, or ill young ~plv !/ngaging in u"""oua,,y. 

To help you In Ihink ~bnut, disr.u&S and fMponri 10 m"ttl'''~ ,elevant 10 

Ih'" inquiry. we hav", MI aul h",1ow some, 

~~ examples 01 strategies wQgested 0' tri~d eL~~wh"re_ 

~-------. 



EduCOlU<;lntinf<;lrmation 

It is lI1e Job ollha Elootoral COmmission QuocnslaJ\d (ECO) to ensure that poopla 
enroll!l1d ~ole III elections, To do tllis, thl! [CQ ""e~ .,.{ju.-..ation and awaren~~ 
program5 (e,g, postcards, po"m,.,. and school ~isits). 

a ~=~"'j'fJ-":tt ~-t~ lie ~,its 'nm~agt! ,~·ro 

N!tw>:was, 

10 J>003, Election! Canada partneroct with Cable in the Classroom ta develop a 
new I/Otsr Oi'd""alirl'n prt.I\jram for stuo;Wnts, iocludi1g il cootYSI ct1il~ell\ling people 
~ 1 5 to I!! to craate 3CH,ooond public service announoom<lnts Oll video tailing 
tIIeir peers why tha oomooratiCl proooss and voting are important. 

The UnUad Kingdom Electoral Commis~ion's 'Do Polttlos' aims to get)'(>lXl\l 
prople involved in dernocracy, It milY be ilocesse<J at; www.lI9oollk • .SW.uk .• Do 
Potitlc:s' ccnd~ workshops and 0'1001&, and providoo resources andtraln!ng 
across the UK for young people. 

In Au~ra!i.!l, the Y(HJth Electoral Study (YES) found that wme incentille5 would 
airocl aIirst vote. Young p90Vle .aid a t..x lK.,,,k or Ih<! u~o;I ut promo\ional rock 
co;>n<;«rl!; would bl/ \ha most IIffIlCtIVG lncontlvGS, but th<lm W3E also $00111 support 
for the notion that incentives Should not be needed M volin\! is 11 fespoosib~ity 
Itat comes with aizenship. 

\t G Iv".J ,~ djJ:t ;'~L~~ ~ I 

------------------
Voler registration 

In Au~tralia, l!!Ch p~"'M mu .• 1 comp~Ie IIn ~nrolm!!nt form 10 r~gi.<;I"'r 10 \O'lI~ . 

It How could the E:VQ mllke it ea3iu for young .pN>pMto i!nro/ IInd become 
.' ~ist<'tmdf" vnfe? 

New ideas 

In some countri~s, I1';gistration ;s done by thi'! govI!rnm""t!m that p"'opl~ MI! 
~"klm~:icl>lly ""9istered when they reach wting a\J'i', An iltamational report by 
the Ins:itutlil fOf DIlmv:;.acy ,md E)e.:;torai Assistancli, Youth Vot", Parifdpalicxl, 
sl'ggasts 3utomaT:<i registration by lho ~e\lornmont mlhor thal1 it tJ.cing a duty of 
eflCh person 10 enrol, 

Olher covntri .. ~ .. "ai>l~ poopl~ 10 regis"'r at a polling .!alion on elect,m Jay, ur 
or,.lin~ 

In GB.naaa, [:1I!c:tlan~ (;'m""~ IOOnt;t .... renp!p. \IIh~ hl\v~ tLJrnAn 1 n ihr:llJgt'l 
inform~Jion proviM by, for e~ample, lhoo l<v oif<ce ;till) ",,,or v ... hi;l .. r"'9i~t"rs 
TI" CiJ; ~f EI""iorHt Offio'" writ9S to 1h,"s~ p<Oopkll0 as~ Ihg,," to conI..." ihat l!,.,y 
am 9tlgiDIe te '101", and consont to bO fl Q ioctudod in !nO nmion~,1 ro~~tor. 



------------

PoIlIll!'l sbllons 
In Q lJllenslano, pol~ng stations arc usually loCated in seilools or halls and ~re O~9I1 
!x;twecn 8am OM tipm. 

i HOO' ccuJq fila ECQ milko it fNUlicrfor y(JIJng~tQGast their yore? 

New ideM 

In ,.,,"""! C~nPdiarl 919Ctionll, Eklctiooi Canada imoducllo mOll! pol~ _fllucations 
to which young poople haWl easy acccSll. suoh as near student I"Qsldllr1CiiS and 
IJNvorsity neighbourhOOds, 

In Canada, polling statioos are open IQ{ 12 hours. 

vatars i 

A rGC9nl report 01 tne ViCtoriM SCrutiny Of ActS and Regulations Comml~Gg, 
Viclorian EIec!ron0 Democmoy. cM~ir:!erBd f!lootronJC votirJQ. It rccorMlendod 
thal Victorian el~tion" .JlOlJld r)(lt b<o! .. "nriuctso '~mol"ly viII informatian ood 
mmmuno::ations 1ec:hflOlogies tn thtl near future, but ident~iO!d th", following k<'lY 
adv"rtOlQ<lS '" ",mule voIir<g sy~tem~: 

easy acc<;!S$ 10. travelloilrs and dls .. bled ~opie: 

pravidi""J <'In int"rlace for o1her tochnolooi~s ~LJCi, liS ~cr"flfl "'BOOrs, Brll.~l<'I 
CO'llpuleP.i, rTlilgnir .. ,s (][ "~,,,-,,~Iiv" d",la entry syst~mil; 

aJlowing for the easy and c~ap dislribulion of ballot pap&rJ; in diftl!"ent 
'anguage,,; 

inslantanwus proc~ssir>g; ""d 

alowirlg vol ... s 10 acCiS. a wid" rany~ of olhilf information ~ ile Gon~de';r,g 
and (:a~ til1\l their VQla" 

\(> M .. 
--~ ... 



Adyance yoting 

CUlTent!y in Queensland, ~)'<lu ClIn'! IKlte al your I"Iflftrest paUirlg booth on tM del' 
of ~ ... tate ~Jection, special ~rrangements ~ be made for jQU ta CiIst your vote, 
such "'10 by aWd""" Yoling 11 p<,..,.orJ or po5tal yoting, Th9S9 options "'101 a~aitabt\l 
11 only eomo ciroumstunccs· for oxa.mplo, d )IOu: wil be interstate on polling day; 
have a diMbili1y; or can't vote 00 thal day t:...cau~~ of religious be~et~_ Fm further 
"'forrnaUon, see www,\i9Jgld_gov_au. 

la %r:t:tJ~t;;~~~~i'=~Zwz,fkf~~~:t= 
~iiJdOt;d,! - -, ,_:,'-;.' ---,.'i.';,:··'" " 

Newidea3 

In tIllt UK, postall'oting is available to any eligible I/Oter on requaSl. A p!lrson may 
apply lor postal votir1g for a partiGulorelection, for a certain period of tme orfor all 
Mure eleclions, 

To lac,llate voting, the stat\l govem",,,,,,1 could dac:lare th .. u..~ of a .. tale' elect""" 
a public holiday or lichi>dule iIJl el~lon far a day o1her tI1an a Saturday. 

In future. if el001l0l1io voting were 10 be ir1troduced, for eX!llTlple. tt need not be 
neces~l'l1)' 10 haW! an 'ejedion day', with all \IOtes cast on \M Mme ""y_ Voting 
could take place, for example, over an 'election w .... k', 

~. ~.j '" J,d;.", p!(,1 

Close of roUs 

Currenll~, alter a stat~ ~Ieclion i!O called, people h",I''' ~tween 5 and 1 dil~ to 
r'"!lisler to vat ... 

ill rkj yoU rt,u~ )IO'.XlQpwple CIl<!jdb<? a'isa:dy3!1f'!Ji:~;(1i.lIM"eiV .. s~ O/JIX>fJu/lilj' 
1.'1 luenio/ .. fter an flloct1Qrl,woal/9<i? --'-;', ' ,,' 

~"!W Id<N",. 

~ 

Prior 10 lhe 2004 led"",,1 ele<:tion, tIw Spil<.-ial Mill,s"'r uf 81alOl, Eric Abet: 
pr~o"ed 1h~t 

the olootornl ro l be closed 10 new voters an the day the efeclion writs would be 
i3aJed (~ually \hI! nay Ihl! .. "'clion ;5 ar>nounced); and 

pwpl<> wishin\l to ch3ng8 their enroWnGnt OOtafls be given Ihioo daye 10 do so. 

This propo.al <lid not proceed as ~ was not suppor1ed by the noo-qcIvijrnm6'flt 
parlies. 

J 



Fbced election day 

ill Q~een.!anU, thvrol i~ no fix.1d 91octiorl day for sUite eloction;. 

A fixed <i!loctitxl day (:ould "Iklw improvoo civics wucation courS<iS, mock·"llIClicns 
and other strategies cnCOUl'O.ging )'OUnll people's erlgtl!J(lmol1l with cloclicns to 00 
planr.ed in IIdwnce (SM lIJiIMf). For ex~mple. a fixed lliAciion day would I!.low 
civic~ edLcalofs to plan ~rId conduct tll<iIir COUrsiiS ill parallel witll an electoo 
campaign. 

1fi 'DoyWtNnk im~ civir;o;fH;iUf.;flIIpn.1ii IiworthwtrDfi/ fflW;on far .\lwemmenl 
Ufo 10 COf181dera chaIIgo (0 r/XCQ term clcctkxis? '- ' 

New:!leaa 

In QUiililnsl.md, IIlectiorlll tor all local govemment aUlharHkls alII g900raJly hvid 
every tOUl YOOrll on the loot Saturday ill Mmoh. 

'\i: M, '"' ""j i; kf ,Md Pm 

New voting system 

!n Qool!n.~"."d, a ~ystem 01 optional preferentiallK>l:ing is used. A fact sh~et ",-bout 
'OPV is availabl~ from: www ..... g.gld.gov.au . 

. DiJyouth,il1ky';J(mg.~ /YQu1d btHIlON,h"kely ro vdi!if !/VHlotity system 
'ViIS <;1]alI9"dso fh<lt CWldidiiltfls runnli!gon ciJrtafn Issu~ o~ partictilii r irJerost 
ro'ypungpeoplO worO' motolikaly'tcVgor-'OiCatixt, tlnd,hilve.tlvoicG In 
pllrjiament.?"· ,,' , 

NflW ;o,,~~ 

I\ppondr~ 0 CQn\.:lil'l~ urc~jo<Xl YC""i<>n Qf a paper prcparcd for un inq~I'Y, I--/anda 
on Pllrli!lmcnt, by the Le~a! and CororttLJIional Committee of the previo(lo 
r'~llittmen'- It provirle~ inf"rm~ti!ln ~oout our Yelling ~y~t"m a~d W8'jS it might be 
chan~ to provide more diversity in candida!~s who might be "1",,Ied 

A$ in QUIIgn~I;ond, th9 voting syst9m In th9 UK mak9s It very difficult fQr 
caf1dkj~tcs from minor po.nies to got elcotcd. In M~y 2005. some 500,1)00 schOol 
students in the UK votlld in 8 mock el~cbon to coiocide with the gener~1 electIOns. 
The ~ltldMk voted IDI too actllal candidate._ The results showe<:i th"t th~ 
studoin:$ w~re .,Ur;ocle<l tu parties wtrlo:;h r .. n c"",jid~t .. s un ~erl"in is~UIi's; for 
6xampiQ, students Who lelt passionate atJout \he environment voted for rha GrllOO 
PMy. Despite taiing tQ have a sfl!:lle canOidate returned in the general eicctions. 
the Gmer. p~rty ""cLJ'I!d 45 out 01 A po~~ible 349 ~e"r~ in In.. mock ~lectior1_ 

Proportional representaHon IIOClng, which Is lJSOO tor S!lflatll IIloctions;n Auslr .. n", 
prOWles grantor oppol1uMy lor minor pnl1icG to Win scms. 

~ \/ "" -<v<o.. ",,d.J;oriI£.1 ;/;. ~ ""r ,/ 
(' ..' U . ,A, 

.. t:'~~~~/~~~:VUf'''' 



Voting "-ge 
In AuwlIii, ""~ mU5t b~ 18)'03(& old 10 vote. The minimum V(lling age n other 
tou:1lti9$ ri1flOCC from III to 21. 

TlM> mlMrlII!TI ages $Cl by the law JOt otrw ac:tivibes 1\'" listed ;n appendir 11 . 

lt ~~"~.U.~,Io -f7«;J6.)'O)~1,... .~.ni'tiifiy~-,im 
HI: ~.fII7o!: _&_~5hcxJdvolftg·.tttlil~'igo",,~ 

tiewidea! 
In Apr~ 2004, IolloYo'ing a project on the a~ of ~1~lor,"1 mMjurlly. IllQ Url~o<d 
ICIIIgd:>m F.~lorl1l Curvn<ssiurl 'YCOmmI/l1 d9d that lM mil'llmum ag'" IOf ;allel'UiIl 
01 vc~ng il pubIX; vlOJCtionllt'\ till Ut< rcrMin at 18 )'Oars lot tM time 0C1ng. The 
UK El8ctoral CornmisGiQrl a~ however, IM' ~ expected 10 unoertake a 
II.Irthor tormal review GC Iwt mirWTlum votng &!)e ",ithin a f....,." live tD ..even 
','e/lf$, 11 enco..aged the !)OvetnmenllO ocnsidl. inilialill9 ;t wIWr , .... ivw ullhG' 
.01 m<"forty. 

I ~ 2000, a rnpon on changing GOCi3J Ilnd legallramewor1lS Ioryoung A.ustl'llilam 
tWnc!IM.I, desp~e 3om~ Inlf:rtsl )tl ~ing more involved in !her oommoolty and 
in OO'lttmment d~L~im·mllkng proc~,...s , )'OUrv ptoQ~a Wllr .. '-lui(", ("Want to 
clem the right and responiiL>ility 01 havln~ tile vote yoyngsr tMan at age 111. TIle 
mBjorlt)' (74%) of 'I'OUIl\l people Involved in the IlI'Scnrcl'l &0.1<111\;1.1 me~ WCfO nO! 
ready or interestS<! in;cn1n9 1II\OOIved miooMl poIilfMI proee'~ ~lX:h as voting 
tJelorO fley l'i«e 1a. TII9' parents ..grtW:l. with ... mlljorily {el%} ~ting "al 
)Ql"I'Ig peDpII! lire nnlmaluf, enough Md nat irG'~"N in vuIiny twlll/I< .... y." 
In, ./I1'Id \hal young 1"fflP"".....uw 18 haw ottKlf p rGCSUrec 10 COIlf(()(1 and oontond 
.. ill , ($8U C«rliOll, FIIlgerala :l1l<I Roc/Ie). 

ComPl.dsOly voting Wll~ intt6<:t1Ced in Queensland in 191 •• nd b~thto 
Comrno:wIweIIlfl in 1924 Research by M~r\ .... (pul>lishad In CIvIc U"/3<:Y; How 
Itrfi:>rmfd Cllizfms Milk" D"mocl<lC'Y WOI1c. \JnMlfStty PleSt 01 New Eogland. 
l",a,1OV9I', 20(2) IrtdlcaleSthat the ellOO'l of introducinll Compul30ry I/Otn~ in 
..,ustra.a was la tlt'IrtO aboul a 23% OI'l!N!1l incr"""" in YOTIrItI . 

Education In school .. 

'" Qut_land :rltools. Iller" 1& no Wbjtrc1 callIlcI'~ cd~' or ·crtizel'l" ..... jg 
1ICUC3I1on·. Ptirnafy an.cI seeonclary sl\lae!l/S I<!am abou, d!\moI:l';'lry. ':r.ILlling 
O.lItlOJl'lCfl\. gl)'{etnmetlt ;v>It .,W::!i{M'\S, in a numbel 01 dHl"'I~ $\lbfic1,.. St\rdOl!'tli 
alS () f!oI<fl'!'~_ democ.acy "t "'dlUlJl, flJl llxatnp19 thfOYQh alge'llotl& for school 
~OlInr;:; IIll$"Il>I! '$ aI'ld/Of ic!lOOlle3.Clllrs. 

Education aboul d~morr"cy 
A<!dilooal <iK,I' .... :;oI,ionai apponUl'1tti6's relGva~llo democracy inolud(;: 

•• 



visits to the Ou~oosland Par)lament, OT10 a regional silting of the ~gni:l~n~ 
Par~;ynont, and OdUC(llbnal aClivities provided by f'ar,amental)' Education 
Services; and 

<!Iactor.1 ilducatlon aCIN~laE condUCled by tile flustra~an Electoral Commil;sloo, 
eJCh ~5 scllool visjt~. 

For siudenl$ 

Wh.l:t lI'Vri\ed . ~J.Md .. what did you iIJjoy !fllllll you ioaml iJbOuI Of' 
~)lfJlirim1~.d8rw;.racrln YQVf$chacI? ....... ' .... '. ' 
.~. m()(O .COj1Id:$dJOOjS{fotoe!iqOOrsgilyOOto·:VSiue democmcrOnd 
PrepBffJ YIX! ~I¥I YOO.!lI!'! Well it)f~ afl{ic,:,mKietJl~tXJ04 ,.,ngagrng 1/1 
demOcracy? , . 

For (.'",:her. 

41 ~do...:,yWt~chiioJ "P;xc;QitJ'i;Mi;:o~IJ¥'~ Pfjj6iJC(i' dfJf1icc7.ciy? 
P.t ftowOOu)(f6tU(j()nISbobCti()iPtj:tidmtO~MiaJC'iiI,M~M: -' . 

NewiqeM 

In previuus inqui~s, Ih .. L .. gal and Constrtlltional Commiltail and Iho LliIgal am 
Cons~1ulional Commftlees of the 49th and 50th Parli~ment:s Mve maClS 
recommendalions acout ci~ic3 education in Queensland. Similar 
lec:omm~nOOtion~ have heen mad<! by milny other A,-,slr>\li~n bodi~s in recent 
YMrn: A list of somo!l 01 these recommendations is set c.ut in .. ppendi~ C, 

Tile Constitutional Centre of Westorn IWstr~lia wac esUmWt>hcclto encourage 
people 0/ all ages to learn ~bout thl! Western Austrelian poI~ical s~tem and how 
to actil'f'ly pllrtir:Jpate in it. It ofIe~ displays Dn Ihe Constrtlrloo 1Ind aSj)OCt.~ rn 
ei~~ ... nship and po~l~ history, Tile Elecwfal Educ .. tion C'",lr ... is located within 
Ill", i.1TW complllx, .nd providQs intGraCING programs altowln~ P!lOp~ 10 cast a 
vote, dlscovC! the OfillinS ef domocraoy and understand how the votin<;l sys:em 
works (soo www.cceotre,WlI.coy.aWondexhtmL Pragr~m~, pre~ented n ways 
which el'l(J"{l"')'OU!l!) peorle, a~ also eonducted for 5Choolstude"t<; vi.'~ing the 
c"nt,-.,. T .,ach",r r.,swrc., kM comp~m~l1\ ~acl, P'''llram, R .. .o,"'c., box_ on 
.... ...-iOlls topics af~ avaifabl9 to schools in fl:lfT\ote amas, In addition, thl! 
Constku~onal Centre has (]ol'olOpcd an 'Out Ronch Prooram' I'In :Ch irwolves a 
n£twtlrk OIloOOt people in rural and remote areM ot We3lern Australia prOviding 
pmgram1 10 stlld"nts in tho"", "".a.~. Som~ rrograms "'" "P"<'lic 10 Indig~oo~ 
ccmmunities. 

A C~lGs <and CHl:1:enshlp EduoQlion webslc (1It11oh InoorporatGll a pr9Viou~ 
'Dscovcrmg Democracy' webslte) i3 wwwciYWendC!t!ZenshIP,edu,nu, 

'Ktls VoIing USA' is a national non-pro/it, IlQn-partisan organisatioo th~t le~"", 
~tLiOOl1t!i "bout dtiz...-,sh ip, civic 'liSponsibi~ty, d~moc",-cy ~n<J politic,,) 
partlcipallon, Together wfth Classroom aCliviti;)s, studonts me pro~lded with an 
opportunity 10 cast a 'Kids Voting' ballot on election dlIy, and they vote on tM 
M11e canridate5 and iMlJeS as adLJ!ts. ~ 2004, 1.5 miI~on student~ lun~r! nut to 
vo: .. for pni-!iiu!?nti<ti, 1oc~1 and stat .. ca,Klidat~s, A",,,s wtl, a Ki<J~ lJoti-19 USA 
program have showed a voting rate for re(ljsterCd 18 year aids Which Is H'k 
higher tnan ter non-partc ipatlng areas, See WWW',kjdsvot'rlousaorg/ 

As part of Ihe Kids VOI;'l9 USA servl::e, 'DoublliCliok Do.nlOt:racy' (see 
w,""'-'<i<.ls'vlir"lu~".",Y(P~uIoklCIi;; M!J.l! __ \!L~'iIIl w,,~ oowi<JjJ-ru I~ ~II""" .lucJtj"l~ tu 
p;J.,1ioiPO;to in an ~ulhomic l-'olinQ oxpcrlcoo(l usin~ a web oased vmi'l9 systom, 
t h~ 'xlltl e b1!llot~ rapli:':ale ~h <!! cand;dale~ and i~SU~5 a(\;,;p.~ vole for, !lIld proVide 



studfjl1!s wtth pract!co bat lots wtlich have links to candido.tc ~raphi()S and OthClr 
resourtes. About 35.000 students participl!ted during Ihe 2004 pr!!sid~nti;!tl 
e"'cl.ior1s. 

1'oons N2 Pol~ics' Is a US-basod wobsile which offers young people en 
opportunrty la p8.r1iclpate in disct.lSSKln IOr1Jms. on topics sllCh M fhe ecooomy, 
fCll'eign policy, ~eneral political is~lIes, animals and th9 anvironmwnt. Prollision is 
~l!io made for young peOple to contribute to discussions under the oonncrot 'left 
wing chat' and 'right YI'ing corner'. See www.teensn2oofbcs.comllolUmsl. 

" 'pi. H 'i}'iA /d14l-f'? "f('""t.d;;A 

Tile PoL~tic.ll.t S~s.le!"l.. a""O: Pot~L[cl"V'-$ 
o 

PgllUcal jJartles 

The 2004 Young I\ustralian of \he Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested that young 
people feel shut out 01 mainstr!!!lITl party rditics. 

Tho former O\Jcensland Slate Youth Advioory Council told the committee that the 
issues lIddressed by political rariie5, particul~r!y at election time, are dominated by 
tlm5e relevdIlllo oId<.>r ~ arod ou.- ageir"l9 jX>pulatiorl. 

N"w id"as 

Or Ariarnf! Vr""",n, a !octurer at the Univ8fsity 01 Syooey, researches yoong 
people and p::!~tic~, She wril .... Und, 'TI ... one ..... a "t p"rticipation that remains 
low for young poople, and Indeed for mosc Austranans, is membership of political 
parties, Rather than labe"ino party membef3hlp decline a~ apathy, we Q~ht \0 
suo /)(:m """rr ..... I ... g roIitical parties have become. Ar,d ~ is up to parties 10 
involve a IWW glll"""ti"", Thi~ Illigb( "ot be lJy way of formal mli/lllbgr.tlip; 
inst!<ad, parties might consu~ YOOrlg people on issues relcv::mt to thet Iwrn;' (seD 
Vr<)me~J. 

In the US, a nillionwide study "I youth atlill!des iDUnd that y"'mg peopl", wo>re 
a~tiV9 in loolr communities 001 not concerned about Qolitics. As an outcome at 
tMJt iltUdy, a strategy adopted to re-conr\ect youth to democracy is t~at. durl'1Q 
cloction ""rnp~iorl.', Ihe m~rli" O/f~ , )'<'luth-m<>rie'~I .. d c.""rlirl~l~ debal"" ("" ~ 
Natio,oal Association 01 S~r .. taries of Stat ... ). 



R"tu!t> f"~"If 
"."'1>:,,1'):' ' ''',''''' ' 

PoliticI",l'Is 

Many ref.u .rch slutlies in A~tralI&:and Il'ltemall(lr1aIly reyo(lIth31 young people are 
~ynlcallltlout lhe tlehal'lo..- gl POI~ieIQl1s, 

.J1 Hovl t;;1JfI ~ f/wtrI$(J/wJS raslOlO /he filIrfl of YQlJfII{} p«.tpIc in 
l!I dt/It1IOCf3(;y1 . . 

Ncw 1Qm8 

Ot At ~dI'" Vr<lm\lO SiI)"i that POII!lcla1l!; 0I'I1y OOIlsidCf ywno peQP:O ~ they 
pr'~ "'1 a probklm: that YOYI"ig pooc:Ho tend to IX! tal~~ !IIIQU! rather moo t~ked 
wl':h: 3r1d IIm! young people'a per,poctilie.J al'" ,&rely <ncludad in p ~ bh:~ ~bat"'. 
Dr Vrom",n SUlJC",stll thllt ... hlll i$ I'lceo:Ie-d is direct ElVidel'lce cl \IOIJ nQ p~Ie's 
axper""""s Md argum...-.cs based on such lI'Iidt!oou ($00 ViOl"",'). 

)" Ule Uni!td $tatlll; . Canada and Iho UI'II1OO Ki~dom. wllQIO young IGnl 
~ •• ID~ llccn:::ntrMl mal contact wilh pnm-..al pattiu andcar.dld!l!e:. III 
"" htPOnant elemenl d ·gel_OUIH ............ '''· SI,,,,eg!e!.. FoIowingm. 2001 l\riIish 
{lMl!raI IIIt;ction. the UK E1tclO!1ll c... ,IIl';';.ion ~tilifd l !ad. 01 canYiI!>"Sing by 
poIiticW1S .... " 6W1y Ui.ason 101 disul1!:faClIoo (ant! IOw 11.1~ 3f1'\OI'IQ titst-1Irlw 

~~tFii~4~11/~ -z:t __ ""i;;""_"--,,,, .• ~ ;;.,:;;;L'~ . 

I!eing I.ard 

Whill< \'Ot.nll pwpll! maybe lumcd 011 POIIIx::: 00 ~ curremlyopcr41es. many 
rr,u4:E!$ Md 1lurveys have lound t'Ult )'OlIr'lQ p<'!Ople /In! ~ inleM!llfl<i In poilr.al 
mues I'!'lpotIIJ'" 1tI11v!m. n.", cha'k<llje le>' go' ... rnnenhi i$ lO engage ... ~ young 
fl"'ople. M O the Irs, lling UI.1l! yuung Vl"'JPIe 'i3.y is that ttloy .... allt 10 OQ num. 

~ 111lYII)I"" IIMd any 01 rhw gOll~mmliri 'HJ<-'I lu,"Ii<.s W ""*,, :;out ~iQw. 
If' aOOvll$ .. u..s? Hvw "fI~c1~~ .. !t7 



· , 

In Wcs;ernAu3lrlllill., too CMes ~ Citizenship Un~ ~ u~ OQpamwnt 01 Premier 
and CahM aimllo enhal'lce WmOC'lacy Wl ~,1lI staklthrougtl CMctl IKlucaliOll 
iIld Ihv l)IumoticJn 01 an acII'.<e~. The goal is a commimity -.fIefe all 
WeslOm N.II:lIfalia.'l$ ate wued ." t:llire~, wII«& 1hf!Y play (11 $ignifunt role in 
Mlttng poIr.y ~ and Wflere they he\> ~ Ihe natlUlII 01 !heir ~ (_: 
YMN gl',msyape ..... .;voy,au/l. 

Or /lr/ldne Vromen ~ugae51~ thftl, 'YOL.n9 people have! broN:1 ra~ of 
economIC, !IO<;ial, and polit iclll elpl'rivnces' and that '1'111 nelld to 'C"HW 1",.1""",,, 
forms 01 gowroancII Ulat 1'VC000iao and build upoo dif1~ront W3~ ofmakiog 
:umml,!n~>VS. ThOG f.I In powor r.ood!G lslon \0 )'O~ng people mare. and ~JI'Ig 
poeople'$ !!iI'QI(l9 view3 and expe~s......"j In he "ieu~!'!ld W'I the m~' (""'" 
Vromor.). 

~ &0 

~w~ 

n 200~. tIw Comm;,;siol\ [Clt CMaron and Young PeopIO will; IrlvttOd to p;:miOipate 
i'1 a cornmittw for lt1e dewlOOlment of a sports and rucree.tJon tecilrty tor )IOUng 
~Ie on Palm IslMd io NOM UlJeflnsl81d_ The Cnmmr..sim torIM"ne<1 f>e 
Importance 0/ 1he commollll", I\$klntj yo.tJllg peoplo.l what lI~y 1'.'<111100. Too iSGLJ<'I 
IDr Itwt Ctnlmission ...... , not so mue! , "/,.,,,..do WIi/ ~ eN/dffm In ~ buildina 
01 I/)I$ l»ciI'Iy-bul , .. lOO, "hQw 0tI _ gflIlho f3JCIIiIy the Cf'Iik1rr:n MIni?': 

In 2000. iI Parm.'Ilatla III Sydney. a VouI'l Jury """"",nte<11"O' I"'J ~ with 
Ilfoc:l!oiil oppaIUliti85 to Imom ,ouw:l di5Ctl!oS !he d~ ;,uresiS and concerns 01 a 
... !de varil!ty at )Ul1lg people acron 11 ... P'MTamaltil '~lI:I" . P;mjc;parot!; lii!lIfllQd 
K.IcoJt l$am......:or1\, rl"l/<!liatlol> skill' and lhG POW€lf& of go~mmont. This onabled 
Ill""'" III ~orm rw~i£1ic I"OOO!T1mMoations 10 slJIlP(lttthe needa 01 the colleCllve 
)OUI~ 01 Plrfamana. 

Thg;.1m 0/ 1hG Youth Jury wno to 1I.~3il1t With \){idging rllCial It\lOIt' lInce ~nd 
o.JrUllI.l (hvel3ily IIIT1C1ilg yIlL.f!g pooplll d Pa;rMlllttll, 

The rccommendalims of 1Nl Youth Jury....,.,., lIimed al key ~I and 
corruTlunily fV9iVI"",tioM 01 Parramatta. 

, 



Taldng action 

Young ~90plg want to 00 actNaly Ir1'KlNoo 111 delllooracy. Votirlg ill .. 1r.ctiQf)l; i!; o~1y 
one wa~ of being: iMOlved in El democratic sOCiety. 

Si fJl!Jiahcf tJreiol/OW/rrf} fUltiVitfes tllil'(l you lXJrifed (M, OtW&.JIa you Irk9 /opalT)' 
ffli O'.Jt1 ' , , 

.... ctivity 

'/orunte<>rfng 

Irl~iating or p~rtbp .. thg in ~ irr.ai Y<Hrth rn;Jjooc:1 

1n!l~1ing or ~lOnino n octitiOn 
Al"-'fld;"g a ra lly or pJOt~'l 

Tekir.g pc" in a "trik~ 

SQillg a mambO, oJ a political ~rty 

RI'in(J a "' .. mber 01 " trade union 

1l00rl(l El mamber 01 a e\IJdI!nl ""ion 

ao1~ a m"mb<>r 01 a n<>n-g"""mm~nt 
~ffJl>l'li:lation Which Iob~" government (e.q. The 
\V~""n""" Soco,ty, Nn fle5 ty ~1i" .. " I, 

<.lr..-.peaoo) 

Contadin~ a po'ticiM or Iooal ~""mmenl 
cuun;illor 

~articipatin~ in ~ Youlll P~Iti8,m(!nt 

Being irwom.d In a Youth counc:n 

OeinQ jnl/<>I~ed in an orgMiMliort ""' ;Oh sMh to 
"",'oOQrK \ho Y;QWO 0/ young pooplo (o.~. Y"'-"'9 
AumraliM Ft\nt NOt«.Olrl:;) 

jnjo'ma~ion; 

09ponunitios to aotively engage j(1 d~moorocy: 

an idell about what can be ~,chieved ,eal;~I;calfy; 

SPlCIIO: in wh k;h 10 mlllll and d:scus~: arld 

RCCeI!S 10 th8 int<'!rnet, photQCapi<'lr~, !itc. 

Hove don. Would 111«> to 
(. "' x) d~~ 

"" ~ ~ 

'" 12l "' '" '" "' 
,. 

"I IQ 

'" ~ 

181 ," 
d CO 

GC CiD 
'Z! <J 

'" '" 

WMt assistilr1CQ Of cnoo(Jror;omalll do )(lU (Wadfmm govemmel1t to taklJ 
Bdion tlbDUllh<'! iss~~ yclu ri!~1 pM.~(J(J3t~ about? 

Bri$Mne City COUOC~ haa ~eveloped 'Vislt>le In~', ~ wcbr;iTo wilich al lows ~OI.Ing 
;J<'!apl~ to h~v~ fj ~Ay irl thll r-OulIcil' , P'''(l';''''''" rh~ w~bsil~ cont!ll~,s Ilt')~malior'l 
~b""t huw yOlJflg poople can have th"" ssy, events for y(;""o P""'~'" l in ks to 



IUOIJrcos Ill1d a forum ltlrougrt wh\C~ young people c~n a)(pl'au th~jr opini0n3. 
ilia GouIYoil h<os ~Iso pro~ YOl)l1g peopI« w1Ul areai aro~d 8ri$twoe wh&n! 
t'"It!Iy ean COI1W togethtlr to !T1fMland organlsQ actIv\~\HI Wld pfII/lICtS rJ. intWllsI 100 
L'lem. Th.-a areas arc ooocllClOIo to!I'Q1.ng peooIe IlOCI wet f&SOlICOO {$ce 
!/WtI)iSlDle-i'lk.om.1_ 

The VocIooiwl ~t produced a tI3flclbook for young peopI& 0fI now \hEl'f 
tan erDaIG Ma\gC in \het" 00(!'Jn~1ty. The I\eJ"KlbOOIc provId&$ SLtgOeSl.'oM on 
tow)'C)IIIQ people can !)'It Netive ("n ,'- project they feel pa.o,&ionalG abler.. ~M how 
!hey CM impIerne-nl that jXo~ ( _ _ ,yoo!O.~c goy."l!t!SJjsrrv"st!OO~.pd!). 

Thll Fl)l.I"dallon tor YOU/l9 AustreJI1ll13 is a non-profl! orgal1lsatlon dedicated to 
CQvclopinQ iMo ... a~w: ini'lillliWls Ih.ll suppo.1: a.nd e"'p"w<'!I)'OOng people aged 12 
fa 25. TNI Foundalion provides ~ooO-Iun dYIg 101" idri!<li' . pr~i"""ly seeks co­
IUl"dog 10 5UppOr1 ~ti_ and hoitIp!Illhll IlK:ipivnflll 'truC!\Ire IhGmut..w 10 
81SUfll klnQ-t1lml ~5Iy. E3Ch ycor, IIlC FouIllJ,1don fnIlMQCSo poftIotio (lj 
'¥arott; IOItllW>!J 1l.bo!J. $6 mi:Ioon . "t IeMI 25% ... _ grMI fUNIIng is oectic8te<1 '" 
ltilla1i~1 ~Msigned 10 benIIf~ ~ IlIdifJelOJ$ Australians (see 
)!WW )/!J! ..... w)~lra~ns O!lll. 

- -----
- ----- ----

Noo!w ~~~ 

Tno Irnlpire f-oUll datiOn (sea Wl'M' rn ~p"e.<>rQ ,<lU) I., R n~tmnal non-prctlt 
fo-un~bon "'~k:h aims to create oppOlt ... , it;"$!c' )'0 ,"19 AUWili a<l~. prind~"!ly 
a 98'l beW"*fl 16 ~mJ 2 5. \() hti lp ;ngr.-.SglvOE ;,lJld 0lIWri. Tho Found~i;un 
lI~oI( ' l() '''iIodq;lS that young peo.pre want \o!T1ako 0 POCR<VC O't1o'~~ ir. lhC ~ own 



~'JeS and in their commun<ti~s_ YOUflg pelpIe are actively involvi!d in tr~ 
devO'iopmsnt and dellvilry o1:oM th il Foundation's fnili:oliw~ On" inttiativ~, 
·AOtNOw'. is a wob-basod servioo that will provide yotrlg peoplo with information 
Md ~UDpor1 on howthey CM bocnme involv~ in ;S"''''''''' Of cauS~3 in tteir 
ccmmonity that the)' :ore paosionate abolll. 

::V~";W~'~";Y~OO:.~S~'~~:;~'~';:'~'~'~"~"~O~"~':'!·"'f"~.~non-prorit youth mOO"i(l and tr(linirlg b"'twe~n 1 6 Md 30 with an online 
on ... range 01 le>p>:::s, participate 

in i i IiIld OOcome in l'Clved il lhe e~ch~ngil of 
inlOrmati(ln with olhor Roocnt irl~iati'ICs 

I sent )'June """, ,;6;;;, ~lectk>!1_ Thes~ 
re;x>rts w .. r.. til 

The US Ad Council i~ a non-prolil organisation wtlicll prQdooos, distribl.rtoS and 
promot~" pubHc ,..,rvu cMrlpaigns on .. , .. ng" 01 M"e. _ A r~nt campaign, 
'Fi;)ht Mannequinism', focU.'<Se"d 00 improving youth civc engagement ~nrl vo;er 
paticip<ltion. It involvoo t .. l""ision .. "d radio ads .. i<rooa>d .. 1 gett.,g young people 
in"ol\f9d in i&Sws thllY care about, volunt~lI(ing and I'Cling (iW 
'~.jiQhlmanDQauini$m.QrQ). 

'Rock thP. Vot"';",, non-profit orgRnisation v.mich ~ims to en9":ge yOl1flg peopl ~ in 
the pcl~ical process 1n the Un~ed State5 and draw ettention to is 5 lJ~S d r.onc~m 
10 young I"'opk./. 11 <.:oordin",t\!S voler 'egil;!ralion d,iv.,,; arld ooucatioo eHort~ ta 
ensure young poople e~erclse tMlr right to vota, YO!JI:h olJ/tura li harnessoo irl lhll 
pro>molion 01 its Campaigns, many ot which teature hiQh pro(iC celebrities including 
mu.'liGiifns, ~<;j(l(S, alhletp.~ "nd comec:lians. In the :::'004 elf!r:tiM~, 1.2 mi~ion 
peap~ took advOlf\lag~ of the ~ ... nisalion 's OOfl!,¥ I'Cto<! legisl, ... tion faciHy, and a 
further 200,000 r~istGrIId as apart of lhll Rock thll Vola Suo Tau .. acro.s thl! 

eouotry (sce WI'M,rQCkl2:-:~.CQrnl. 

~ H!:::"ZL,;!!t;! <M 

, 



Ljll.klel~~ ... .£ for ~~aizLv..g Cl $(.dw~L<;$[f)~ 

Thoro!s no set form tar 11 suhmissior't to the committee. Submis3ions mal' be mode using 
t~" ;nquiry responS8 foml or in the form of a l~ttel>.e. ~ubstanli.e.1 paper or a short 
dOCLmenl and thay may include lIppllndiGelO, Submissions may coolain j~d .. , OfJinions, 
argtrnents and recommendations to!" a<:tion, The moot useful submiseions ara to tha 
point. 

The oommitteewould preler written submissi<ms, bul wi l also eocept submissions 00 
~'u:tio tape_ For written subm:SsiOl1s, typed or printed le>:! i'!, ..,eferable, thOU<Jh \f>,gi~ '" 
ha",J-wri~!li!n submission .. lIIlI accliipt.o.blll, N\.Imbe~ pag<;JS and. for submissions in 
BxceS3 of 20 pagos, a briof summary ~nd ~ tabla of contcn1S is also helpfL1. 

All submi$slons must inolude the name and contaot details cl tho porsoo making Ill,. 
submis~ion. Those makinQ s submission on behalf of an ot>lMisatioo should indicate al 
Wh"t level ~ .ubm;~~I"n h .... heIIn "uthori_~o>d ["9 _.ub-commitl_, pr~~ident. ch,,;r, "Ie_), 

Publ'c offiCers may make submiMions as private individuals, Howe~ar, if reforenco ~ 
made in" ~ubmiMion 10 lIlerr clficial ~~fon, it should afso r.,., m1l<'!e d"ar thal the 
submission is maoo il 11 private ~apa~ity. SulJ",issKm' from government department~ 
s/owId b<;I allthorislid in accordancQ wHh IlOrmal d8~ntaf procQduro. 

Content and relevance 

A submillsioo may caver some or a. of the i3SUEl3 raisod in the rcSPOllse form. It would 00 
helpful d ~ubmis~ions ciea'lji Mat~d which i~.';""" are being addres.sed, 

The cammrttee'~ usual prOOAdurf! is to piblirJy rf!lease ~nd table slilmissioos in lIle 
Legislative Assembly_ Not all slilmissions w~1 n~essarily I;e published and/or ti'lbled_ The 
commiU .... re~erves the right to not publish Qr lable confidential submi~si"lls, or 
~ubmisSIOO$ which are irre!ovan\. contain sourriJous or defamatory matorlal, or arll 
otherwise not auilllbJe IO!" publl3hinll. The committee WlM inform you ~ iT decides not to 
lIcc:ept, or not 10 aulhorise the publication 01. 10"'- ~uhm"'Von 

Conflcientiilllty 
Ths cornmitle .. attempts Iu conduct Os in,"uo'r;"s in tI ... most op.!rl way possiblEt_ However, 
if yD\! ~i .. v .. m..1 your submission (or part (ll K) should nOI 00 mad .. public, dearly wr~", 
'COOliC!Ominl' an caoh pago and, in a brief OOVOfil1g icMr, (lKplatn why \'O LX submission 
soou;d be tre~ted cootidenliany. The cDmmil!e~ wi~ Ih~n consider your request fOI 
r.onfidenti~ity_ 

Unaulhorised Rele..,.e 

Onew \h .. <.:(>mmilll'l> r_ivss a submission, 1 b<ocomes committee ~ty snd should 
not b€' publlshecr without 1he committcc's authoriSation. PU'JWeaUon ot a submission 
witho-Jt the commit1e~'s authorillatioo means that that publICatIOn is /lOt protected by 
parli;rn"ntal)' privilege and may amOlJ(1t to a cont~mpt 01 P~rliament_ 



Submissions close On Wednesday, 30 November 2005 

DdeMons to ths closing date may be gewn. If you need more t;me ta make~ 
submission, or if you lIO'quj, .. lurth .. 1 inlormation, contact tl1 .. committ~'~ ~",,1o<!i\(i .. t on: 

Tet~p.~ooe: (07) 3406 7307 
Fax: (07) 3406 7070 
Emai: !larc@oarl!llmen1.qld,gQv,aU 

COP;"s allhis pap .. ' and ~~ ol~1 PI.IblicatiO!1~ by tM .. Legal iIJ'ld Constitllliooal CorTHnil!~'" 
~ra avalJatlla on tMo 1,,\aloo1 ~iu tM commttoo's homo po.gc 0.1: 
www oarljp.m eO! pi !iooy./! Ll/!)om m rttee3liegal rev .h! m 

~------- - - - - -

yw.r Ptt01ils 

",m,~,",dJ;ff.~ ............................ . 

------<. 




