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RESPONSE FORM

This larm can ha used o send your views 1o the commitles. Pleasa send il to:

Tha Reeaarch Director
Legaf, Constitulional und Sdminigiratve Faview Commiftes
Hadiamont Houss

Giecarge: Slreat

Brishans (ld 4080

Or fax it 1o
1y T

7T 3405 70T
icareed pa dism ont.gqld . Gov. 212

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEQOPLE
ENGAGING (N DEMOCRACY [N QUEENSLAND




Your VoLee

The gim of thls inguiry is to make practical recommendations to
incraase tha interast and participation of Young people in demacracy in
Queurisland,

1he committes wants to hear from young people, in paiticular, about:
“ whal is nooded in Quesnsland:
F what wall work;
@ what won't; and

% whal you want to do or experience.

Wee would also like to hear from all peoplc in Quoensland whe have an
interest in young people, or in young pecple engaging in demoeracy.

To help yau to think about, discuss and respond o malle s relevanl w
the inguiry, we have set oul helaw some:

i« igguas; and

\ A exarmples of sirategies suggasted or tried elsewhers,

\
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voting Shstan and Blestorfl Dovamiscion Quesnslond

Educaticnfintornm ation .
it is the job of the Electoral Commission Queansiand (ECO) 1o ensura that people
anro! and vote at elections. To.do this, the EGQ uses education and awareness

. progtams {e.y. pnstcards posters and schood visits).

ﬂ %mamﬂaﬂmEmdamﬂmdﬁmmgﬂmmmﬁagﬁamm
yoiltyg people? . . v

New idaas

b In 2003, Elections Canada partnered with Cable in the Glassroom o develop a
new vater education program for students, including a contest challenging peopla
aged 15 to 18 to create 30-second public service announcemantis on viceo telling

their peers why the demaeratic process and voting are important.

* The United Kingdom Electoral Commission's ‘De Politics' aims b3 get young
peaple invoheed in demaocracy. It may be accessed al: www . dopolitics co.uk. ‘Do
Palitios' conducts workshops and events, and provides resources and training
across the UK for young pacpls.

v in Austrafia, the Youth Eleclaral Study ( YES) faund that same incendives would
aitract a tirst vote. Young people said a tax braak or the use of promotional rock
concens would be the most effective inventives, but there was also some supporl
fur the notion that incentives should nat be necded as voting is a responsibility
1hat Gomes with ciizenship,
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Voter ragistration
In Austraiia, sach pergoen must complets an enralment fomm to register to wota,

How. could.the ECQ:make 1t casicr for young peﬂpfa fo-grmof- ar;d beoome
| mg}stamd 10 vola7 B

Mew idess

r  Insome countries, registration s done by the government so that people are
automaticaily registered when they reach voting age. An international repart by
the Insiituie for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Youth Voler Participation,
suggests automatic registration by the government rathar than it belng a duty of
each persan o enial,

v Olner countries enshila peaple o register at a poliing station on ebaction day, or
rn-fine.

+  InCanade, Eigcnions Ganads identitias pecple wno nave turnad 18 shrougn
inforrmation provided by, for example, the trx offics and mator vehicle registers.
The Chief Elertoral Officer writes to these people o ask (e Lo conlion ihal hey
- ara aligibla (o vole wid consent to being included in the nanonal register,
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Palling stations
In Quazsnziand, polling stations arg vsualty lecated in scheols or halls and are open
between Sam and &pm.

ﬁ How could tha ECO make it gasler for young paopia #o:cas! thelr vote?

New idoan

r

In recent Canadian elections, Elclions Canada inlruduced more polls in lacaticns
10 which voung peopls have sasy access, such as near student residences and
university neighbourhoods.

In Canada, polling stafians are apen far 12 hours.

DOelegations from the Austratian Elecioral Cormmission ang the Victorian Electoral

Commigsion obsarvad sisctronic votlng processes 31 elecifons inthe USA, UK

and Ire'and between 2000 and 2002, [he delegations congidered the difforent

aptions that are available, thetr advantages and dizativantages and how each

option woald suit Auvstralia’s voling systems, The delegations recommended e-

vating be made avallable to cartzin ciasses of volars ingluding voters in Antarclics,

yotors in remots Jocations, volers with o disahibty and overscas volers [see
whativolinglelectronic ortin im and

WA AR Onv.aly contentiwhatiofing/E-voting repoart.pof),

A recen! report of tha Victorizn Seruliny of Acts and Regulations Comimilles,
Victorfan Electronic Democragy, considored aloetronic vating, |t recommended
that ¥ictorian elections should not be conducted remotely via intermatien and
cernmunications technologies in the near future, hut identfied the tollowing key

amvartages of remote voting systems:
- edsy access far travallers and disabled penple;

- providing an interface far other technologies such as screan readers, Brailz
camputers, magnifiers ar 2lternative data entry svstams;

- dllewing for tha easy and cheap distribotion of baliot pagets in different
languages;
— inslantaheous processing; end

- allowing valers ta Access a wide range of other indormation while considering
and casting thai vole,
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Advange voling
Currently in Queensland, if you can't vote at your nearest polling boolh on the day
of a state election, special arrangements can be mads Tof you to cast your vote,
such as by advance voling in gerson or postal voling. Thaag options are available
In only some circumatances - for exampie, if your will be interstate o1 palling day;
have a disability; or can't vote on that day because of religious beliefs. For further
information, see www,ecq.qid.qov.au.
Bo.you think miore. young eaple would vetd #’meymuﬂmw at:any time in
ﬂ ¥ wook - loading Up: 1o an; afecﬁm m‘aauf hm«ra d:oa{wspadaj
gonditions o do s0? - . :

New ideas

v+ Inthe UK, postal voting is available to any eligibla voter an request. A person may
aprly for postal voting for a particular election, for 2 certain pariod of time or for afl
future eleciions,

v Tofacilitate voting, the state govemmen! could doclare the day of @ state elegtion
a public holiday ar schedula an election Tor a cay other than a Saturday.

* Intuture. if electronic voting were to be introduced, for example, it need not be
necassary to have an ‘election day’, with ali votgs cast on the same day. Voting
could bake place, for exampla, over an ‘slection woek’,
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Close of rolls
Currently, after 2 state alection |s called, pecple have between & and 7 days 10
registar to vote,

Doyl think young paop;a could, be disammaged ﬁ‘mem ﬁ-‘as n.-:n mmnumry
ta gnirof afior an Gloction fs cafled?

Mew ideas
»  Prior Lo the 2004 tederal elaction, the Sgecial Minister of Stata, Eric Abelz
proposed that;

»  the elecioral roll ha closed to new volers on the day the eleclion wrils would be
issuad {usualy the day the vleclion s announced); and
*  people wishing to change their enrciment details be given three daysto do  so.

This proposal did not proceed as it was not supperted by the non-government
partics.
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Fixed election day
in Queensiznd, there is no fixed election day tor state alsctlons.

A fixed alection day could allow improved clvies education courses, mock-eleclions

and oiher strategies encouraging young people’s engagemaont with cloctions to ba

planned in advance {sae Milner). For example, a fixed alaction day would allow

civics edycators to plan and conduct their sourses in paraliel with an elaction

campaign.

g Do you think Improved chvics educaiion s a warﬂmrhﬂs reason for government
to consider & change {o fixed tem elecions?

MNew ideas
* In Queznsiand, clections for all local govermmeant awthorities are genserally held
every laur years on the last Saturday in March.

Mews voting system
In Queensiand, & syslem of optional preferential voting is used. A lact sheet aboud
‘OPV i available from: veww.ecq.gld.gov.au,

Do your think young peopls would be mare Hkely {o vole if the voting system
#as changed 50 that candidates minning on fertain issues of particular interest
mmpeapbmmmﬂwmmmadm:dMamh
paiament?® - .

Nevw deas

+ Appendix D contping o reviaed voraion of a paper prepared for an inguiry, Hands
o Fariamant, by the Legal and Conastitutional Commmtee of the provious
Farliament. It provides information aboul our vating sysiem and ways it might be
changed 0 provide more diversity in candidates who might be electerd.

L AsTn Queensland, the voting system in the UK makes [t vary difficult lar
candidates from minor parties to get elected. in May 2005, some 500,000 school
shideris in the LK vated in a mock election o coincide with the general elections.,
The students voled fur the actual candidates. The results showad thal the
siudents ware aliracted to parties which ran candidales on cerlain issues; for
cxample, students who folt passionate about the anvironment voled for the Green
Ferty. Despits failing to have a single candidate returned in the genera eleciions,
the Green Party secured 45 out of a possible 349 seals in the mock election.

v Proportional representation voting, which Is used for Senate elections n Ausiralia,
provides greater apportunity for minor paries 1o win scats,
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Voting age
In Australia, you must be 18 years old lo vote, The minimum voling age in nl‘hm’
countries ranges from 15w 21,

The minimum ages set by tha law for other activitics are lisied in appendix B,

ﬁ Should the vofing age be loviarad:to 17 or 16 years?: Why oF why 6012, frme
vioting aga i$ lowaned, should voting af the Towdred agie ba compulsory? -

MNewideas

¢ In April 2004, following a project on the 2ge of electoral majarty, the United
Kingdom Electorad Commissian recammendeed that the minimum age for all lavels
of vating in public elections in the UK remain at 18 vears for the ime being. The
UK Elecioral Commission advised, however, that h expected 10 undenake a
further formal revigw of the minimum voling age withuin a turther tive 10 seven
years. ¥ encouraged the govemnmenl io censider intiating a wider review of tha
gge ot majority.

v In 2000, a report un changing social and faqal framewaorks for young Ausuatians
found that, desphie some Interest in getting more involved in their community and
In government degision-making proceasas, young pecple were fuite raluctant to
¢laim the right and respansibilty of having the vate younger than at age 18. The
majority {74%) of young peapla invalved in the research said that they were nol
ready or interested in getling Involved In formal polhlcal processes such as voling
tefore thay were 18. Thelr parents agrced, with a majority {61%%) suggestng that
young peogle arg not mature enough and not interested in voling before they are
18, and that young people under 18 have other psessures 1o confront and contend
with {see Carson, Fitzgerald und Rocha).

»  Compulsery voting was intrgduccd in Queenaiand in 1914 and by the
Commonwealth n 1924. Research by Milner [published in Civic Literacy: liow
informed Citirens Make Damocracy Work, University Press of New England,
Hanover, 2002 indicales thal the effect of introducing eompulsory veting in
Australia was 1o bring aboul a 23% overall increase in voting.
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Edusation

Education in schools

in (Ju=ensland schools, there is no subjes! called “tivics education’ or ‘cilizenship
education’. Primary and secondary students leam about dermocracy, including
parliament, govemment and cledlions, in a number of diterent subjecta. Sludents
also experience demacracy at school, for axampls through elections for whml
cauncil memhers and/or scheol leadsrs,

Education about democracy
Additional educational apportunities relevant Lo democracy include;
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v vigits to the Qusensland Parliament, or 1o a regional sitiing of the CQueensland
Parltament, and adusational activilios provided by Parbamentary Edueation
Services; and

+  eeclgrai educalion activities conducted by the Australian Efectoral Comraissien,
Buch ag echodl vigits

For students

r -What worked well and shat did you. Eﬂjﬂy w.‘]en J,rt}u Jeamf abaut or

it expetioricsd demc'n:.racy fa your schoof? .
Whiat ‘more colig scfiogls do- o encauragﬂ r&u I‘ﬂ mfue demmvacy anr.f
prepare you-so z?raf ymr are- weIf mfomd and. mnﬁdenr gbout Engagmg in
dempttacy? _ g5 4

For teachers
E How does your schobl spproadit civies sducuifon and praviice dawwmcy? '
Hae' ouid siidants be batterpropared 16’ engada In. démocrasis ;

Mow idoas

v Inprevious inquintes, the Lege? and Constitulivnal Commillee and the Legal and
Conslitutional Committess of the 43th ang 50th Parliaments have mads
racommendations about civics education in Queensiand, Similar
reomirendalions have been made by many ather Austrelian bodies in recent
years. A list of some of thess recommendations is a2t out in appendix C.

r  The Constitutional Centrg of Western Augirafia wae established to sncourage
peogde of all ages 1o leam about the Weastern Australian golitienl systom and how
to actively paticipate in . It offers displays an the Constitedion and aspects of
cilirenship and political history. The Electoral Education Centre is lncated within
the same complex, and provides interactive programs allowiny peogle o cast a
veta, discover the ariging of democsracy and undarstand how the vollng system
wiorks (200 Wi Cosnire wi gov.aliindes him), Programs, presonted in ways
witich engage young pecple, are also conductad for schaol students visiting tha
Centre Teacher resource kite complement each program. Resourts hoxas nn
varous lopics are availalle to schools inremote areas. Inaddilion, tha -
Congiftutional Centre hag developsd an ‘Qut Reach Prograny which invoivas a
neraark of lecal peopic in rural and remole arcas of Westorn Ausiralia providing
programs o students in those arsas. Some programs are specific to Irdigenous
comrnanikeas.

r A Civics and CHizenship Education webslte (which incorporates a previous
'Diseovaring Democracy woebsite) is www.civicsondgitizanshio. edu.al,

v Kids Vobing LISA’ is A nafional nar-profit, non-partisan organisation fhat teaches
students about citizenship, civic responsibilily, demaocracy and poliical
paricipation. Togather with classroom activitios, students are provided with an
Lpportunity ta cast a "Kida voling balio! en ¢lection day, and they volo on the
same candidates and iszues ae adulis. In 2004, 1.5 million students tuned aut to
wate lor presidential, locgl and state candidates. Areas with a Kids Voting LJSA
program have showed a veting rate for reqgistered 18 yaar olds which is 14%
highar than for non-particioating areas, 5o www.kidevolinquea. orgr.

v Aspart ol fhe Kids Voting USA service, 'DoubfeClick Demacracy’ {see
e kidl sutinops d.oig Do ble ClokAnine asw) was deveioped o allow stycents to
participate in an autheniic votlng experizngs Using & wab-0agad voling system,
The anline bailats replicate the candidates and issucs adulba volo far, and provicg
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students with practice baliots which have links to candidate biographies and other
resowees. Abcut 35,000 studants participatad during the 2084 presidential
clactions,

P Teans N2 Poliics” is a UB-based websile which offers young people an
apportunity o paricipate In discussion forums on toples such as the sconomy,
foreign poticy, general poltical issues, animals and the environment. Provisien is

" also rade for young people to contibute 1o discusswons under the banner of 'left
wing chat” and ‘right wing comer. See www.leansn2politics.comforums/,

[ ke Political F3Y stent fnd Politicians

Political parties
The 2004 Young Australian of lhe Year, Hugh E'ur.ms has sugyesied that young
peopls fes! shut out of malinstream panty politics.

The fermer Queensland State Youth Advisory Council told the committee that the
kesues addressed by political parties, particularly at cicction time, are deminated by
those re!evam o older penple BN our agemg populaﬂun

New idsas

v Dt Ariadne Vromaon, a lecturer at the University of Sydnay, rescarches youny
people and politics. She writes that, The ohe arga of participation thai remains
low for young peoplz, and indeed for most Austraiians, is memitership of political
pariies. Rathar than labsling pary mombership decline as apathy, we gught to
s6¢ how unappealing political parties have become. And it is Up 10 parties 1o
involve a new generation.  This might not be by way of farmal memberahip:
instead, parties might consull younyg people on issues relevant o thei lives' (see
Vioman).

v inthe US, & naticnwide stitdy of youth atfitudes tound that young peopla were
antive in their communities but not concerped abaut politics. As an oufcome of
thiat study, 2 strategy adopted to re-connect youth to democracy is Urat, duing
alaction campaigne, tho modia offor youth medoratod candidata dobatas (sen
Mational Azsocialion of Secrelaries of Stale).
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Polilicians

Wany research stadies in Ausiralia and intetnationally reveal that young people are
cynical ahkout the bahaviour ol pofiticlans.

How can politicians themselves rss:ora #?s faith c.f young peopfe in
damoeracy? i

Mow idoas

v Dr Ariadne Vromen says that politicians only consider young people when they
present a problam, that young people tend 1o be talked about rather than talked
with; and that young people's perspoctives are rarely included in public debate.
D Vromen suggests that what is needed is diract evidence ot young pecple’s
expriences and argumants based on such evidence (see Vromean),

v Inthe Unitsd States, Canada and the United Kingdom, where vating isn'l
compuisary, it has been shown that contact with political panice and candidates ie
an important element of ‘get-out-the-vote’ strategies. Foilowing the 2001 British
denaral slectian, the UK Electoral Commission identified a lack of canvassing by
potiticians gs a likely reason for dls.scms.factmn (and lgw turpout) amang first-lime
YoHers.

Yo Peonle ownd the Czﬂw.m;wkl-‘-:&j

Beiig hesrd

Whila young peoplo may be urnad off poiitice as it currently operames, many
studies and surveys hawe lound that voung people are very interested in political
139ues important to tham. The challenge for gnvernments (s to engage with young
peaple, and the first thing that young people say is tha! they want to be head.

fi;) Have yorr used any of the govemment cppordunities ke vaice your opfnfnns
about issues? How elfeciive was if?
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Mew idegs :

v InWaesten Australia, the Civica and Citizenship Unil in the Dapadmerd ol Premier
and Cabinet aima to enhanca democracy in that state through civics' edveation
and the pramotion of an active citizenry. The gaal Is & community wherg all
Western Australians are valued as citizans, where they play a significant role in
seiting polioy priofities and where they help shape the nature of their society (see.

W cltizenscape wa .qov aw).

* D Ariadne Vromaen suggests that, “Young peopls have a broad range of
aconoimic, secial, and political experienres’ and that we need to 'creats inclusive
torms of govemance that recognise and build upon different ways of making
commimities. Those in power need to [isten 1o young people more, end young
pecple’'s diverse views and experiencos nced 10 be articulaled in the media’ (3es
Vromen).

Hmvdayauﬂ‘mﬂﬂmtrﬁ'nenlmadmm eapia in the dacisions it
A mikos?: what methods. mirbasfﬁnrpw &:s-mufam nwb tasedonine
methads o wrien? . :

New ideas

» I 2003, the Commission for Children and Young Peopie was invited to panicipate
m a commitiee for the development of a sponts and recreation facility lor young
people on Palm Island in North Queensland. The Gommuasion underiined the

importance of the commiltee asking young people what they wantad. The issue
for the Commission was not so much *how do we invalve children in the .'.mu'dm-:;-
of this taciity"hut rather “how do we gel the lacility the children want?”,

v In2003, in Parramatta in Sydney, a Yoush Jury presented young paople with
practical opportunities to leam and discuss the diverse interasts and concerns of a
wide variety of young pecple across the Parramatta region.  Paricipants learned
abou! teamwerk, negatiation skills and the pawers of govermmmen!. This enablad
them to tarm realistic recoimmendations to supper the needs of the collestive
youth of Parrarmatta,

The aim of the Youth Jury was to assist with bridging racial intoloranca and
culiural diversity among young pcopie of Parramatta.

The recammendations of the Youth Jury were aimed el key govemment and
cemmundy organisations of Parramaita.

¢ e % o 1
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Taking acilon

Young propls want to bo actively invelved in demegracy. Vobing ar electlons is c-nly
one way of nemg involved in a demperatic seciaty.

Waich of the foﬂomrg ac-:w:es have you camed cuL orwoliid you like to mny
an?

- Have done Would like ta
ety ! Horx) - go ({orx)

Yaluntsaring

[vitiating cr participating fin e leea] youth project

RANRn

initiating or signing & petition
Attariing a raliy or protest

-

Taking part in a strike
Beng o mombcr of 3 pohtieal paty

Bring & member of a Irate union

BREREREN
Q200D0uld L

Heing & member of a student unicn

Baing A mambar of 4 non-governmeant
Crganizalion which lohbies govemment (2.9, The
Wildamess Soclaty, Amnasty Intematdanal,
Geoanpeace)

5

A

Contacting a politician or local government
counaciitar

Marisipating in & Youth Madiement
Being invtlvad In a Youth Coungil

gfagal
000 O O

Eeing involvad in an arganisation which seeks o
rasprasanl the wvidwe of Young poople (o.q. Young
Australian Hural Metwork)

Young people say that to be engaged in dermocracy they need things such 2s:
v lifermation;

v opportunities to actively engage in democracy;

v anidea about what can be achieved realistically;

v opaces In which 1o meet and discuss: and

»  actess todhe intermet, photonopiscs, ete.

? What assistance or encouragement do you need from go'vemmsnr e taka
8 action ahaut the fssues you feat passionate about?

Mgy bjeas
v Brishane City Councit has developed 'Visible Ink, a wabsite which aitows yound

penple 1 have a say in five Council's nrograms. The website containg intormation
abycud How youny peupis van bxve el say, evenis for young peaple, links o
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resources and a forum theough which young poaple can express thelr opinfons.
The Council has alsa provided young people with areas around Brisbane where
they can come together ta meet and organise activities and projects of interest to
therm. These aréas are accessible 1o young pecple and welk resourced (see
werw visible-ink.orgft,

v The Victonan Govemment produced a handbook for young people on how they
tan ereate change in their community, The handbook provides suggestions on
hew young people can get active on a projogt thay feel passionata about, and how

they can implement that project (se8 www. youth vic.gov. sufpdisTY PShookS pdi).

v Thea Foundation for Young Australians (s a non-protit organisation dedicated io
developing innovative inftiativas that suppon and empower young peaple aged 12
1o 25. The Foundstign provigdes seed-funding for ideas, proaclively seeks co-
funding to suppod indtiatives and halps the raciplents structure themselves ta
ensura long-taim sustainability, Each year, the Foundation manages a puitfolio of
grants tofaling sbout $6 million. Al feast 25% of totat grant lunding ls dedlcated to
initalivas spacitically designed to bonefit voung Indigenous Auatralians {sce

W youngaustraliang, orgl.

ﬂ What .fole.can_families and: Inem:l‘s pkajr m geﬂmg yutmg peop.!e acti-.fe and
invisved with détocracy?

New ideas

b The Youth Clectoral Siody (YE3)] found thal parents are regarded by paung
peaple a5 the most important source of information about voting, Telavision and
nEwspapers ane ihe next mest impeortant, however young peopls view thass latter
50UICES With some sceptigism,

1}" What gfe can non-goverivment foundations. or commupily organisations piay
i o gelting voung paopls active and involved iwith democracy?

Mow idoaos

v The lespire Foundation (ses wwaw.inspire org.ay) is a natlonal non-profit
toundation which aims 19 ercats epportunities ter young Australians, princizally
aged between 16 and 25, to halp themaeles and athers. The Founcdation
goknowledges that young peanle wart o make a posilive dflerence @ their own

T
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Iives and In their cammuniics, Young peopla are agtively invelved In the
development and defivery of all the Foundatian's inittistives. One initiatae,
‘hothlow', is a webbased service tha! will provide young people with information
and sucpur on how they ¢an becoms involved in issues or causss in their
community that they are passionale about.

VheWire Youth Services is a volunteer-based, non-profit youth media and training
organisation which provides young peopia aged between 16 and 30 wilh an online
forurn threugh which they can acecss infarmation on a range of topics, participate
In discussions with ather young pecple and becoma invalved in the exchange of
infarmnation with other young people (see www vibewire net]. Hecent initiatives
include 'slectionTracker (ses www.elactiontrackar nei/et) which sent young
pacela out on the campaign trail as reporters in the 2004 Federal elaciion. Thees
reporns ware wilised by six radio stafions, SBS and ABC nows,

The 35 Ad Councit is a non-profit organisation which prodises, distribttes and
promotes pubilic servigo campaigns on a range of issues, A recont campaign,
Flight Mannoquinlsim', focussad on impreving youth civic engagemant and votar
participation. It invelved television and radio ads aimed at getting young peaplo
involved in is2UEs they cate about, volunteering and voling (asa

v fighlmannegunism.org).

‘Hock tha Votg' is a non-profll organtsation which aims 10 engage younyg people in
the political procass in the United States and draw attention o :ssu2s of Concemn
Yo young people. It coordinates voler registration drives and edusalion eforns Lo
&nsuUre yaung penpla sxercise thelr nght fo vota. Yeuth nullure is hamessed in the
premotion of its canpaigns, many of whict feature high profile celebrities including
musgicians, agiors, gihletos and comedians. In the 2004 alactions, 1.2 million
penple taok advantage of the organisation’s onling votor registration faciliy, and &
turther 200,000 regisiered as apart of the Bock the Vafe Bus Touwr across the
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Guidelings for making a submission

Ther is no get form for a submission to the committas. Submicsions may be muds using
the inquir:.r rasponsa form oF in the form of & lettar, 2 substantial paperora shar
rocumen! and they may include appandices. Submissions may contain facls, opinions,
arguments and recommendations for action. The most useful submissions are to the
painl,

Tha commities weuld prafer written stbrnissions, but will also aceapt submissions on
audio 1ape. For whitten submisaions, typed or pnnted text is preferable, though {egibla
hand-written submissions are acceptable. Numbered pages and, for sitmissions in
axcess of 20 pages, a briel summary and 2 table of contents is also hefplid

All submissions must include the name and contact defails of the person making the
submission. Those making a submission on behalf of an organisation should indicale at
what [sval the submission has been autharisad (eg suh-committes, prasldent, chalr, eie).

Publfic officars may make submigslons as private individuals. Haowaver, if refarence is
madé in a submisgsion 1o their sHicia! peaition, it should alse be made ciear thal the
sutvnizsion is mada In & private capacity. Submissfons fram govetnment departments
should be authorised in accordance with normal departinantal procedurs.

Conlent and relevance

A submission may cover soma or all of the issues raised in the response furm. It would be
helpful f spamissions cleary slated which issues are being addressed.

Tha commiiteas usual proceddra is to punlicly ralzase and (ahile eubmissione in the
Logiziative Assembly. Met all submissions will necessaniy be published andfor tabled. The
commitles resarves the right ta nat publish or tabfz confidential submissions, or
submissions which are irrelevani, cortain scurnilows or defamatory material, or are
uthemwise not suilable tor pubiishing. Thae comminee will inform you if it decides nul 12
accept, ar not o authorisc the publication of, your submissicn.

Confidentiality

I'he committes stternpls lo conduet its inquirias in tha mosl open way possible. Howaver,
it you believe thal your submission {or part of if) should nat be made public, cleary write
‘confidental’ on each page and, in 2 brief covering [elter, explain why your submission
should be reated confidantlally, The commitaes will than considar your reguest far
confidentiality.

Unauthorised Releass

nce ke commiites receives a submission, | becomes committes property and should
rot be published withou! the committee's authorisalon, Publication of a submission
without the committea’s aulhorlsation means that that publication is noi protectad Ly
garfiamontany privilege and may amount 1o a contemnpt of Parliament.
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Submissions close on Wednesday, 30 November 2005

Extensiona to the closing date may be given. If you need mare time 1o maked
suUbmission, or if you reqguire further information, contact the commites's ssoretariat on:

Telephong: (07) 3406 7307
Fax: {07) 3406 7070
Emall; leare @ pariiament qld.oov.au

Caopies of this paper and all other publications by the Legal and Constitulional Gommittes:
are available on lhe Imernet viz the cummiitee’s norme page at;
wwww.parllamant qid, gov.av/committeasdagalray, iim
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Address: n* |
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