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ywr vC>t-et 

Thli am of this inquiry lIl !o make pracbclll re<;ornm!/Idft1ions to 

r ICr\laSIi th~ Intltrast and po.Mlelp(ltiQl1 of young peoPle n demo::racy in 
Qu ....... tand. 

1 lie committee wants 10 hear horn young !lOK"P'Ii, in ",a .tkular, ;Wwt 

.;;. w!iM is noedod In ~nsland; 

.v IOI4laI wm wor\l; 

<il 1IoM.! won'!: and 

~ ....-.at ~~ w~nt to do 01 ~XPlirlIillC~, 

Wftww kJ otIsg ~I<M 10 Ilea' from all peopla in QuoonaIllM \M)O hIlve an 
WUvresl in youny pftOpIft, 01 in young poopl9 91'1g301'Jq In oomocrncy. 

TO ~ you to thin~ IIMI,I!, <.'beuss and ~ 10 malliil$ rlll ...... ;IO\ 1u 

!he inQW)', we hIIv!!eI ou! hfII<lw SOOle: 



Educationllnlormalion 

It is. the job Q/ 111(:> EJo;ctoral Commisslon Queensland (EGQ) 10 emwre EMat people 
.. mol and vota at elections. rodo this, tM EGO uses education and. a\~!'lleness 
prOlltamS (e.g. po3tCluds, po~e", and ~chool vi~it.s)_ 

~ wtip!.ooUid:!iIe £CQitobmterar_diffBrol'lifi"a:~ lt$m""~:N?II:l$..1 to 
1ft '(OirI{Jp.oopJe?, " '. 

New idsa5 

In 2003, Elections Canada parlrll!'..d with Cable in the Classroom to develop a 
nsw voter eduo.--Atioo Pf'OI'j,am for sludenls, includi,-,g a coolest cha lsfl\lmg ~a 
aOM 1 ti to j a to cr9ale 3O-s'lCQlld public slirvicli annouf1C\lm6nls OIl video tlillin\l 
III,,;r P<i'!f5 wh~ Ih .. oomocratiCl process and voting ~re important. 

Tho United Klngaom Electoral Gomm~ion'~ 'Do Pol~;"_'1' aims le; get VO""O 
people iI1vollled I~ <iernocracy_ I1 may be accesseo:l a1: vfWW_dopoIitio;;sco.ul,,- 'Do 
Politir-_,,' conducts workshops aJld ""ent., and provi<Ns "ISOUrt;($ .. nd training 
across tll<i! UK for YOOJrlQ poopla. 

In Australia, the Youth I:Olecloral Study (YES) found that Mln1e mcenlive~ would 
attract a firnl WJI~. Young pt'J(lf>je said a tax break or !he use 01 prorootbnal rock, 
(".onc~ rts would be the most ",rr",dive i,,,,entiv"5, but ttwre """~ .. I~o some suppor1 
fox the notion that incsnttvas should nol be noodod 1Ul voting la n rospon~~lity 
that comes with citizenship, 

• .' r -

Votllr rO!ll;lration 

,~ ?'!",:. l n 1/cI ,Y. " 

In Auslfalla, each pcroon must complete an enrolment form to rS\li~ter to ~ot~. 

How could·the ECQ. make 11 easier fi1I' YOOllll /XfJplG.,ocmrolafliibooome 
registered to yore? . 

New ideas 

In sorn~ countries. rC9istration is done by the govenV'llent so that people are 
aUlomabcalty (egiBte(~d when they ",~dl \l()j;"g Ilg ~ "n i<I!~rnlltronal repnrt hy 
the Institut~ for Democracy and Ele<;:tr;ul As$istanc~, Youth Voter Parjjc,p~lion, 
st.ggests ~utorn~tic registration by!h .. gnV9mmllll! rather than It bel'lg a duty o! 
Bach ~.on to &~fOI. 

OUler (x) l.l1 tri~~ pn~r.I~ P<"Ori" to register ~t a poIlirJg station on el<!ctiOll day, oc 
nn-lin~. 

I" C,,,,,,Uo.. ~leCTlorm CD-MOD- idemiHe~ people wno Move Itxnect Hl mrougn 
inform1l1ion provided by, for ,,~ample, lh'" ~~~ offi;.~ ar"rC mo:or V«h id,. re<,)ister" 
The Chief [MO'"I Offic8' write" to th~s" p~Qpl .. tu ... ,~ Ihem lu ~or\ l irr" (11,,1 th~y 
a,~ eiigibla to vct ~ "-rl<.! c()f]senl to bllinQ .,c::rud .. d in thfil natiooal r~st91. 



, 

f'olJk1g stations 

ill au",.".tand, poWI1Q ilations am IIsuaKy Ioca(gej in ~c~ools or halls arld;lfe OP"'-' 
between earn al1<l 6pm. 

la How CQl.ia Iha ECO milk .. It sw;.{Qr}Of young pQqJIe ioca.sl their votfl1 

New iOOa~ 

In rec<ilnl Canadian e)~lions. EI\iClioll" Can;;od~ inlrudu~'I<d more polls n lacation~ 
10 which young P'i<lpl<i havlI iasy aCCIlSll, slIch as near studsn! f<;lskf .. ""..s and 
unlVerdty neighbourhOOdS. 

'" CaMda, poI~"'J :<t;rtians lire "f'p.n for t 2. ho<.JI"~_ 

D~k.>god;uns from till! AUWalian Eie<;lorill O;yr.m~sion and lh .. Vdoxia1 Electoral 
<A.'TlmissJon obGeNed electroolc voting processes al el<lcllons In me USA, Ui( 
a.~d Ireland bet.veen 2{)()(1 and 2002. I he deitlllati0C13 considered the ditforcnt 
IlpfillllS thal ar~ ~vail"'bJ", IhI!ir Adv~nta()M ar.d diMr:tvanta(lM and 00\\1 each 
option would suit Australia's votk'll sysl .. ",s. TII" d"'fig.dion. ~ommended e­
vcting b .. mad9 ilva~~blg to cartain classes of VOlers ncluding VO\<;ICS i~ Ant~'''lica. 
vc(crs irl rOmole Jocatloos. VOlcr:; With a di/)ab~~y (trod ovcrs!la~ vOlers (see 
Wffl se;; goy ~11I conteottwhaUvotiQote!ectronjc; reDOrVlI1de~.bim and 
""""'" _~ "" Q<>va I ,/ ~nnlentlwhatlvpti n'l'E -vot;" g repg1, p;!f) , 

A recenl f8port of Ih .. Victorian Scru1inv of Acl~ ilnd Rggi.lalions ComniU"e, 
Vlotorlan EJearOfIiC Democrucy, oonsioored clootronic voti'lO. 1I rec()mrrmmJoo 
that Victorian eloct:IOQ3 should not be corKlucted r~mot~ly via ir1tormaflon and 
ccmmuni::atim.' tochnologil''' ;;, the I1B/If iUtl6B, hut <fl'ntifi~d the lo!JowinO key 
aClVantage~ oi remol., voIilg sy[;tem~: 

M.'\)' i'lCC~M Inr tr~vell,,~ i'lnd disi'lbI<-d flOlnpo.; 

providing ~n intert~e for other tectmologiet ~uch a~ IIcreen readera, 8raiUe 
com;>ur~ r~, maonJfie,s Or alternative data entry 5 rstem~: 

allo"irl{j for tlP. M"y ~nrt c.h ,,~p rii.,tribl/i<>n III hilllot p"per~ ;, differ...nt 
"'nguages; 

..... ti'lntllneovs proce~sir.g; ~nd 

allowino vo/er~ to Hcr.e5S ~ w:d8 rar>ge cA 0100.- il1jormatio.~ while cDll~dering 
al-.d ca~tiP1g tll .. i,. 'IOI!!. 



Advillloe voling 

CUrrently ~ Oooens.land, ij you can" Wlte III yotJ' lWarv:>l paling bOOlI , Q/1 LI'" <la~ 
CIf 3. state ek!cti<.:ln, ¥peI:i.l arrllnlOVfTlll'flls C3Il Ix! made lo! you to 03.5t your I'Ole. 
~".;h as by adVanoe YOllnO In por'/lO/1 or postal YO~. These options are avallo!.~1e 
In only some circum!tar'lC"! • tor el/lJmr"! , H you: will be inlerstllte 0:1 p:i~lIIg day: 
hllve 1\ disability; or can't vot~ Otl !hat day OOc,II,l5e of rllligiws boell.!s. For lurth~r 
infOflllatiOll, sw 'NWW QCQJlIsIJl.Q.\(.<l!l. 

!01) Dayp...-,tJ'ink;mr;ir, rthJVi~ would VCf9 KIMY;OOfJId'tio'ff? 1Jt 3/IV time., 
.I!l ~;~<,IOO~ ""I ~:·tm.,or~ :~~~:t~;~-My ~ 

Dot~looo~?--:t,:',· ~.1 ,~. - ,' y_: - -: .... ~ .•. '_',"'-:'. . 

tiewic!e!!s 

l~ !110 UK. posbl YQ1!no is aYdeble to lII1y eligiblo!. votftr on request. A ~ ""'-1 
apply fIX P03tal ',Vting tor a parfhlLv~ fa" aceftain period 01 tme«w All 
rw. .. e4eclu~~. 

To (ac~itatl;l wting, thG $\.11& gov&rI'I!l'Ient OOUICI doclaro 1110 aay 0/ Q ~Iolte &Ioetion 
a public holiday or ~CI\OOUlO Eln el&CllOn lor 8. day othllr then 11 Salurda~. 

In tuture. ~ electron", ""'1"0 W$r'$ to 00 'rltroduced, for eqmple, ~ nwd not bv 
IleCl\Mary to have an ',I;lClior1 <.lily', with a" volss c~t 00 the umg o:.y. VOIIng 
o;.uId takw pjaclI, lor eQ.rnp!e, OWl an 'election wook'. 

" =~'~' ':i'f'!]' :;tlj""'::=--'-... \ - ':i,.1..v/·/ 
-'-

" 

Close 01 rolls 

ewrWlt/y, "fler a Iltat~ gtecllon It oall&<:!. people tlD.va tlcMoQ1 5 M~ 7 dti.)'3 10 
regilllQr 10 'Klte. 

~ frjYrflt!i'Jlt~ ~o ccyId.:bc d.isad\l1!ni'4g~:rthero was nO (}{){XJItU!!ity 
l!t taenrof attar :J1/ CIocriOil /3 ca~?· ":' .. 

New jd<ms 

'\, 

PrioI" Io~ ... 2004I~itglect'orl, tM Special MinislOr or Slato, Eric flCclZ 
prop06P(\ tha!: 

the eIedoml rei "" dosed to n&w .0\<1<" OIl till! dily I.Iw ~WI1 writs.oouk.! IN 
ISSUAd ('I!!IMIi¥ IhoIo c:tiay Ih. 1l1o.o<.:l.iun ;. OInnou.'JCW); and 

pwpkt wlshhg to cl"l3ngc !heir enrolment detIliIlIlJe given three days 10 d) so. 

Tt", 1'fO~ dl(l nO{ ptOOOOO p.~ It W(l.'l nO( S<.Ipp{lrted bV tI"1e n on 'goYeirment 
par1ies. 

- '-,-----,---



Fbed elliClic: n cay 

In OVeens land, thero 1$ no tlxCd election day tor &tanl el9c'llon .. 

A rlXed election day touta allow Improved tlvics OOJcatkln 0000;86, mocl .... &i9<:lion .. 
and other streteaies encOl.irag~g young people's engaoomcl'Tl with ollX'llCm to b9 
planned in advllnee ($~e Mitner). For eXllmp~, 11. fix&! ~oc1inn I\a~ woutd8 110W 
civic1; lId',J<;Qlors to plan and ~t th~jr WIJT1i;"'S in iJil.ri.l~ wah IlJ'\ e1olol:tOn 
campaiQn. 

~ Doyru L'IInfi ~ cMcs &:fur::a.rlon Is It ~ii , • .son ff;ll ""wmIT/Wlt 
III IQ oom:det It dldnge to lud ~mt elecfiOOs? · . 

Nowti<l!>"" 

In Queensland, c~ lot .31 Ioc.al govemmel'lt a:lhorllle£ .... !I_ally hl!ItJ 
every Illllr years 0/1 tI\O ta.sl ~U1d1!.)I in Marcn. 

~--------------------

-- --.----- ----
t.lew voting syslOffll 

In Ol:4tli!fl>ialld, a $'(Stem 01 optional pt~~ .. "'li" ""tinoJ is ~ A 1.J.";f !Iheel abaul 
'OPV' is Iivd;Jlb!8 Iran: www.eeq.lI.ld.goy~4-

~ Do """ Un J'4U!9 people 'MNId be _ /l(f!Iy co VOI'I1 i//he ~ spMm 
I!t ."as.~ so IIl3t C3II<fd:r.os ~ OIl ctIt1U'I ~ oI.patfiwlM.i1t«"t'5l 

ID")'OIII9 ~ wore mMi Ii!i:efy" khIOUJlcCkX1 tJn(J fI:lW a KIbJ -h 
~~ . '" 

Not\'!' ~ .. ~ 

,o,ppendJ)( 0 COnl~"'$ (I re ... i~ed V(lr;li(l n or n poper p.e;:.orod for on io<IYtr'\', H~nd" 
en Plll1illmllrtt, by tile Lega l and Coo!btutiOllai Committee of 1"0 PC'OvOl.J$ 
Parliament. It provides inlormati oo abo<Jt our votina ~y"lam aM ways ~ ml\1l1 be 
clUif'!l1td 10 ""ovi<.lll "10111 ~ Ivllr.ay in ~an<idal <ils who might blI g~et~ 

/IS 111 QuoonGland. 1110 I'Otlng ~ye.tcm i1 1he UK ma~a~ It VQ(V di/llcull \.Jr 
candidates t ram minol P6<'1!e ~ lO get elected. In Ma~ 2005. ~omc 500.000 sChool 
Ml(\enl~ n !M UK '-\)!M in 11 mrd< f'!/""tKtro I" coir.cidtl WIlt! tile genertU elcc1ion~. 
TIle !iludwfJl> ~ I,"" ~ IOCtu.1 candidille>i_ The ...... tt! ~~ Itl/llII\e 
c!uOlJnhi """"'" altf~ to partig$ whidl nan eand<la!ots on .: .. rtilin is&.ue!: lor 
CJI1ImpIc. studom/l wno lOft p:iS:;Ion3Kl aoout tIlo onvlmml9(1I11Ql9(l 'Of 100 G,wn 
Pl!rJy De!.ph Ui lling tG Mv, 11 ~rge candiaale letL.ll'Jled In tile ~at eIec;Ions . 
the G....,., Pasty WCUled 45 our 01 a JKlSsib~ 3<19 se->Jl"l in Itle m~k etee11On. 

PmpoI'1\orl3L repre~C'IIletion VOting. wtIictIl& l'Eed!er SGn;.!~ ei61.11Ur1111l Australia. 
provic:!e5l/1'eeler cooortuM)' lor ml/'lC( parties tc\ll'in MaID. 

~ \'.;., - _____ ,~ ___ o_ .... _.,._. ___ •• _______ 0 ____ ... 0 ._ 

-'----_. c... •••. , _ ...... _, ___ ".,_ ._ •• ,,_ , , ••• • ___ _ 



Votng~ 

In Aij5traJ4a, 'fOU must be 18 yurs oidia ...,11iI. Thlilminrnllm voI.iIIQ aglil l, othlil' 
oounIries r«~ from , S la 2t . 

Ttw minimum a\llilli iiill by lhe law IorO!her aOlMti(ls D.1'I.l1i:llod Ii1 appendIJ: B. 

la =a::~=::::;:B~~~;~J:1$,~:,Ifi1i~ 

Ne .... id!l1I~ 

... Apri 2004. Jo~ .... tn o 0. protect on tile 201! 0/ ~ecIorlll map l'lty. lh. Uniltd 
KinQdom ~III COITwnISSoOfl ~!hat!he m inim"'" ll9&lor aI ~ 
01 voIif1g in pAIIic eleclions in the UK "I"" .. in;ot 18 ",,"-5 fo, 1h91irnv ...... ,IJ. TINt 
UK Eleuooal Commi$$ion aovislld. howe>.'(II", fiar h expoclod 10 ",,<!Make a 
MttMIr fomIaI rel/lew of 110 mlrimum votinlI al)& .. ..,., ... 11 M1!'Ief INe 10 ee'o'el'1 
";eatS. It cneoW'Q9(ld lno ~'/e1'nmenllo 00I\Slde( inflating a wide< re'IieW m ilia 
ege O! m$f1lV. 

In 2000, a tltpCI,l un ct\i!nglng iocial and klgallram6WOf1l:s lor )'O\If\{I4U1lt.falla~ 
f(lUl]d Ihat, dH1)11e come Ir1teresT in QCttinO more W'1vol~ea " tt oi.' oommunit,' and 
In government dcois\on·moklno processell. )IOUIlg peopla waTII tlU<1iI Te!uetan! to 
claim the rIg~t mm! re!pOluibil oty 0/ hllviOQ the 1/Ot:e \lOUnger 1t1!'1.~ a1 "9' 16. The 
majority (74%) r:J:fOUIlQ people Involwd in lhO! ,wsO!ar<.:h uld thllllhtly WIt , .. nol 
rimdy 01- ~l~,,~lll<i In ~rtl->g 1n\lOl~ In formal poI~1caI prOCGflUS 5ucn liS voUng 
~forv fl;jy wgrg , e. Tllelr parefll$ :l9<"ce<l. with a majority (6 '''') :iUgQCstlng 1MI 
)'OUI'Ig pootlIc arc r'lOI ".-... tu r6 enougn Md no1 inlere!'lted in vc~no before they Me 
Ill, and IhIIt yoong p&opIIIl.O\lWIr 18 Mve Qo!he , pre.suoes 10 conIront l!nd t.onleod 
with (see~, FiUil"'alUtond RDCIMt). 

Computtory ~ ~ Irt1n)ruced 11'1 Oueeooland in 19 14 Md by Inc 
Comm~ 11'1 1924. Hc~Dy"" """' (publi"""' in C1..r./..iJenacy: lbw 
1n!otmedC6izem MAktJ ~ Ym-k. un""""ily P,-<itS 5 of Ntw &gI'lftd, 
Har-.oveo-. 20(2) Indica l" alat Ih .. ..tf1lCl 01 iolro<b::ing comPYlSQfV""tWIg In 
Jus1rali~ wru; to bring aDOOl a 23% OYeraJl increaoo in volinrJ. 

Edul:!Ition In &ehools 

In OuAP.mland schools. ~here ,s no wbj«:l c;dlad 'cl"""" <:!ducatlon· 01' ·~.;u."'llitr iv 
eda::~ion'. Prim,",}, and wcondaIV 'tUCIentc lelm about doll1OQ'3C)'. mol~d1rrg 
p;lr1illment. govelTlfnOflt:lncl oI oelion3, ,n a nlxnOOr 0/ dil1e~nt s.utlj!<:la , SlucJenl3 
afoo experience democracy at schot>l, It" ... ample th rough electioos 10< ~r;.lJ 
cmr!cil mernhto"" /IOdIor sd1oo llead~. 

Education about democracy 
Additi on al OOLr.?lliMlli e.rP(II!un ities r~9v .. nl tu .. '>",mcr "':'1 indUIJ": 



visit;; lo li1l;l Ouoonsland Parliam .. nt, or \0 Ol r"!;IionOlI sitting 01' !hll QUBffisl,md 
POlrllament. and aduoattonalaotivilios providod by Pruliamentary Edtl(latlon 
Servic>es: and 

ii'eClorai education activi!i ... conducted by thy AustraliOln EIO'Ctoral Comr"i"~ioo, 
~uch as GOtlool visits. 

Forstud~ 

.m =f:::~~/~;sC;;$ ffi~:~~n you .~ ~~)t or 
~more~dXtiOq# ,do, to imCi)IJRig" YOU;to:,:'I7litle damoctacyand 
prepa~ you:·so /hat· yoU llm- viell.irltortJlSd lJndoonfidentf#lJOIJ! oogagmg it! 
dlli'rlOCracy7- - ..... ,'-

For leacher$ 

j1 H~,,<!~~ $:Iih#.;.pg~,?b:~ ~I[~'.r<i!d p?4~1i:(>, <!L"!~, 
1:' Hawvol/ld st/JrJanJg be 00tt9rprapa,tW toengaga InliiiirKlcroqy:! '" 

New idoas 

In praviws inquiries, It", L~g~1 and Coostiluli<,.,al CummiU..e and the Legal and 
Com.tilutionai CommittGIIS of thll 4~th and 5ot1l ParJiame~ hOlVII ma~ 
rooommeridations about cMCG ooucation in queensland, Similar 
rCOOt'M1endlltianB have been made by many other Austmj an bodies in recent 
years_ A Ii!ll 01 """"" 01 tM5e re::ommflnoiations l~ Mt out in IIppendi2 C. 

Thv Cooslilulional Cenlra 01' Weslem Australia was estabii&Med 10 9flCt)unl\le 

vet .. , 

which 

01' all about the Western t and how 
I1 offers 

The it 
cas! a 

A Civics afJd C~i~\mship Ed~'Cation wwshll (\IAi ich incorporales a previous 
'Dlseovaring Democlacy' wobsilo) Pfl WW'<'1,civic'(HlrmliZ!3Il$!J iIl.~ .. __ au, 

'\( kJS Voting USA' i~ a natinMI r>nn.pr()f~, nnn-parti"'1\n org~ni""t"'n Ihal I~~che~ 

studeflts about cilizoosh~, civic ,e,ponsibility, deme-criiICy arid po~~ical 
participation. TQ!:l9ihsr with classroom a,ctlvili9S, students am provid6d \'lit" an 
OppOrtunity to cast a 'Kioo Voting' 001101 en election oo.y, nnd tt>oy volo on me 
Mm~ canodale:5 IInd ",",ffi~ a." ,.,d[JI1~_ In :;>004, 1.5 rn,lion 1ILX1~nI~ IU'Md aul 10 
vote for presido?ntial,loxat and state c~nd kJates. Areas with a KkJ~ Voting USA 
program havlI showed .. votirKJ 'atll rar rllqisliifoo 18 y~ar aids which is 14% 
higher than IQI non-parH:::ipnling arcn~, Soc y......w,xfdfwQlingwlil.,orgl 

A~ r~rt "I fhe Kids VDtill\l USA M rvice, 'Dou bleClid D""'loc:racy' (5P.p. 
"""""'_ki;l ~""li' ,ou~" .oo·OJ!D, .... ~I~CI"fJ. ,tru,d''') Wd~ cIo.t ....,.;q.......J to ~Ijo;,w .tudenbo to 
participat9 in an authllmlo vOl ln Q axperlenco uslnQ a WOO-Qased vOlint:lGystlOfn, 
TIIO Q~!ino bn:lot~ repl O::o.te the caMioo.tcs aM i5SUC3 coots yale 10[, an'J ~mv!de 



studoots with p<actioo bdots which haVlillinks to car<lidate biographiM and other 
rwsourws. AOOut 35,000 students participated during Ihe 2(X)..I prlilsidliinliill 
elections, 

'T {'Qns ri2 Politics' is a US-uaseo;! ~ite which offlil" ~OUrJg people an 
(lpportoot\y \(l participate In dlllCU$\)1ori forums on topics such as the ec<lIlomy, 
foreign pojic~, ceneml po!~iC8.1 issues, ~nil1\ill" and the I!nvironment. Provision is 
a!so made for your>g people to coowbu1e \(l discussions I.lI1Cler the barrier of 'left 
wlo!l char and 'ri<jlt wing corner'. Sgg V!'!'!'W.te.gQsn2Jmn;:~.corMortJmli/. 

~, , 
" h ._.' . ___ --'.........C<' •. _._ 

, _'_ '--_' _ .. -,c,"' __ ,,-_-,,',c'C. 'C'L" _'--'-- _.J..:_ 

F'olitlcal partie$ 

Thg 2004 You"g Ausl!ali'm wllh .. Y"ar, Hugh Ev"ns, has s,,!!yeshaJ thal young 
pg;Jp1~ f~1 \lhut out of mal!1&trearn party po l tic$, 

Tt", i<>mler Qu<Jen5land Statlil Youth Advisory Council told thlil c:ommilt"" th,,11he 
Issues addressed by political parties, paflicLJIo.rly nt election timo, aro dominated by 
thOse relevant 10 oldllr people Bfld our IIl1l1ng popullllioo . 

.. 'rti1f!!~"""""ii!ic!ilfif!lIM,"Ojj cfiIii' '''M-' '' f!i ~~l:~;<'$l< ,~: ?t;;1iiI~:'~!b~';1fii~·;},;("o/.,,')··;·f<:,:,'::,.'f5,'~':" .;"\;. 

N",w i:iAl\~ 

or Ariudnc Vromon, n Iscturer at the Univers~y of Sydnoy, rosoar<:he~ young 
ptKlptll and politle~. She writes tha!. 'The one arlla of pertleipation Ihat rem~ns 
low fe.- y01.lng people, and ifld-=J for most Austraiians, j" member~hir 01 poIitic~ I 
p~rU .. s. Rather than labsninq party mgmb\;lrship doclin~ a~ apathy, W~ ouyhl 10 
$00 how unapPCnlin~ politico.! pal1ies ha~e become. And ~ is up to parties 10 
i"WolvlI a n,",wgenerat;"". This m4>t not be h~ way o! lormal m<!r11bllr3hip: 
instead, parties might consult ~OU()g p<K'ple on issoli>S relevant 10 their li~es' (s",e 
Vrorn~nJ. 

In \he US, 3 nationwioo ~t\1dy of youth attitude" Iound that ~o\1ng peoplll were 
active in lhe'" cOmrlllX1ities but not concerrred about politics. As an "lJle"""",, 01 
th~1 stuUy, a strat .. gy adopt\/d to rIj·connocl youth to derT1Ql:r"~'Y ih 11 '"I, Wo i"y 
ol~ction o~mP~i9ne, tho modi" Offor youth modo,~!od oa~didatQ dob"t9~ (" "g 
National A~socielion of Secr~tarie~ of State) 



--~.-.... - ------
Politi<:lans 

Many ,esearch ~lwi<ls On ALJStr~lia and int~matilx"llly fev<lal that yC>\Jng ~<lpI<l a, .. 
cyntc~1 about the booavlour 01 pof~lolans. 

1) How can poIilidans lir,mlSflNilS rlISloru 111(1 fWth c( young pwP/8 in 
l!l dwnocr.ocy? 

Nowidoas 

Or Ariadnw V[ul1l~n say.; that poli(ician~ O'1 ty COfl~idl;lr young people whom lh"y 
pr~S<imt a problem; lMat young people tend to be talked about rather than talkGd 
w1I:h: aM that yOUt'1j;l people's perspPCtivOs are rorely i'1cluded io public debate. 
D! Women suggeMB lhat what i ~ n~dej is dir~t o!\lidellCo! Dt young people's 
~xperienc".~ Mr> "'!lume nt~ based 00 such evidence (s~ Vrornen), 

In too UnU,..j Sto.t"., Cimada and thQ Urlitoo Kingdom, ""hlll", volino Isn't 
compulsory, iI Me beer'! shown that contaot with political panic's ~na candidates is 
on imPOrtant element 01 'gel-OIJI-the-~ote' s\rategie~ . ~o\lowillQ the 2001 lJritish 
gf'.nrmlllllection, the UK Electoral Commissoo identified a lad af canvassing by 
pctit!cian\i ;is .. lix .. ly T""son for d;'satisJac!ioo ( .. 00 b w turl1()ut) amoog firsHi", .. 
Volllrll. ' 

\t~ 

Beill9 heard 
Wllil\l young P"lopill may 00 lurrwd o~ poiilics as i1 currently OPGfa.les, many 
sTtldies and survoys i"ln1lC 10iJlld t'lat younQ people are YfHY interested in poitic~1 
i39ues important 10 them The '.hallengp. for govp.rnmp.nls .'~ to p.ngil£J" with yaung 
reople. a.nd the tirs! thing that yaung pwpl<i! say is lh ... l nl"Y w ... ~t to b .. he-aid. 

m liillfe Y()U lW!d My of the gcwemment opporlwli!iet; kl voice your orini,.", .• 
I!( al:.out iSl>I.Ws? Howe,1 .. dive w." iI? 



Ncwjgaas 

In Wwtom Au'lra~a. the CMc3 linO Dlizenship Uni1 in 1t1~ Oeparlrntnl 01 Premier 
and Cabi'let wms 10 eM~ d8rr0xtacy in that italv Ihrough ~M;.,,'il\JucaLloo 
M.d tilt! promotion of an active eilizwnry, rha gcall6 a oommun!ty whore 1111 
Western Au.;lralianCIt8 Y3IUecI as citizens, where !hey play a !ignlliee.nt role in 
setting pOIil::y ~!olitiea Md ~r .. tII~y help sh1\~ tile nature of their liOCiety (sw: 
'ffWW CitizenllGjlpc.w~ .O? .. Nil. 

DI A,~ VfOOl9fl auggG$U: 1'I(!t, 'YO\rIg people MYll!l bl'Oo!lOIAr\gt (11 
ilCorlomic. ~ocial. M<I j)OlIJcaI.wpe,ierr. .. ..1!· Mod thaI_ ne&!! to 'create Incl<l5;"e 
IOr'ms 01 goYeml!r'W'.<'! lIIal rtoeognisv and Iluild upoo r.flI~1lnI waY' 01 milking 
camrnuniies. Thote in p()Wr;er rlIIW 10 fmIm 10 young peooIo moro, UId young 
Jl""OPjv.'" oJi_w..wwc and ~ ncoo 10 be 8fticu1l!1e(l ir. the me<iII' (se.! 
-I· 

" .,!""(··~jl ,; , . 
,j ,-

N .... id?as 

In ~ the GornmL .. sion for CtrIIdri'fl and Yowtg ~ ";1$ ~vil9d » panic:tpatD 
in a committee for tt... dIIwk/pmvnl 01 it spans and lecral1!on f3C.Iny \or ~ 
peoplwoo PUn 151a.n<l in NOI1JI QuOOt1Slalld. The GomIl'llSaIOl1 urw:leI;I~ the 
importanca 01 the oommlttte BBkhg)'OOO\I people \Ith~1 fheyWIII'II!ttI. Th I~ 
I~ the CommISSion was nor $0 mud! 'OOwoo ..... """""Ye chfIdr~ In~"" buidinq 
Cl this ~iIiIy"hU'l rMher '",w do _ gl'1 f/!¥ ( .. drily rh" r,;hi/dfin WllIII1". 

In 2003, ill Parramana In Sydney, a Youth JlK)' presenteo young Deo ~le witll 
practical oppartuMlec 10 !com and discuss \I1e diverse inte,a!'ll~ arid r.1>fV'.ttm ... ot ~ 
wide variety ot young poopl. a<;ro.'~ !tv. P~'ram/!.tI" ,e!;lloo PS.l"1ic iplVltS ~aft1<ild 
obolll tellmV>OO. MQ<'I!iNO:>n skKIs and th .. PJw", . ut go .... rnr119flL Th i$ lII'1~bllld 
t'>em 10 torm realistic , ec<)r .... ,........u..wros to s upper! the rnJOd$ 01 me c~. ()Ot!Vo 
youth of Parr"' .... :t ... 

l'he aim oIlho;o '(Oulh Jury ~ to assist wtIIl bridDlng ,acbl intoIo;.Incc /11'\0 
cui,,,,al divVfi il)' alllOtl!;l younq poople 01 Pilnamallll. 

n., fl!CtnW11trfldiiliona Ol ll'lc Youlh Jury "WefC ~ II~ key govemmu.I IIM 
commtA'uty O"JllnbOO«ls 01 PanM"lllItA. 

u;. , 
. Y~--~-' ____ "'~_ 

-----. __ ._-._-_.- _. ----- . - , .. _--_._. __ .-
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Taklng ac1lon 
YounQ pooplo woot to be (lctivaly involved in domocraGy. Voting a~ alocUom ~ only 
one w~y of being i1VD~ed in II democratic .5OCiety. 

1il Which of the fo/IowfiI(j S.ptMtiell have )Iou oomed O'.;t orWOiJlrJ yoU liko fO carry et om? . 

Activity Ha"e done Wo~I~~ke\o 
I~orxl ao (,or.) 

1I00untG<onng 0 U 

hil;~ '" parlicip"liotfl in ~ lucal 1'-"'111 ~ruie<-1 Q Cl 

I'iij~!ing or~!l'1ino 11 petition C 0 
A![Qn(!lng a ,aiy or prO!ijSI U 0 
1~king p.'Irt in ~ stril<~ re 0 
Bo<ng 0 mcmtlOr of 3 poIl~oo.I p~rt:.' 0 0 
B";ng. ITlOmU<.1 '" a 'Old<?...,OO 0 n 
B~nQ a member of a otC>derJt union 0 0 
80inQ ~ """,mw, of a oon-Qoyqm~nt 
CfQllniM~Of1 which Iobbic~ government (e.g. The U 0 
w~"""'""< socl<Jty. luMuty I"'~m_. 

Gre<>nooa.el 

Can1;,.cting ~ fXllitid~n '" Ioc..J goV..mrT1" nI n 0 
"",ocl"', 

rarlicipa~ng in ~ Yout1 ra~i"",en! 0 0 
80lng inllO/l.>od In a Yolllh C01..<'lC~ [;:j 0 
""'inu in~ in "" ()[Q~ ri.~1ion which "."k~ 10 n 0 
ropro~"r" lhc 'Jiowc 01 young p<><>plo (o.g. Yo<"'g 
Australia" Hural Networ!<) 

Young people say that to be engaged in democracyll1ey need Ihi"'J~.o;uch ~S: 

Informinion; 

opportunitie3 to actively enllllge in democracy; 

an eea aooLJI what can t:.l achi.,v<-'d reaHsticaly; 

spaces Irt which \0 meetarld discuss: and 

""tes~ jll jhp int"rnet, pootocOfl;"'~' IlIc. 

!NhSI assislsl1<Xl Of lJfJeooregemefl/ dO you Med from Ilovcmm(mr ro lake 
"dion !lhaulloo is,.,"',<}'nI1 ffi~1 j1II,'$iooiJlp. "haul? 

N<>w, .... ,iti 

Brisbane Cit~ COLflcit has ~'/~Joped 'Visibl~ I n)(', a l'Iebs~e \\Ihich nilol% YO I.llQ 
f""nrl<o !I'l h~v,. ~ My" fh~ Co,.., cil'~ r'O'J'~m~ TM wp.bsile con!ain~ intormalOof' 
abcut 110" youny ~i" C'"'' I;~v .. U"";r ~~y, .,ov;onts ro .. your"(l p":'pfl', jjnk ~ in 



r\lso\."':I;!~ 0IIld a forum through which young people can express !half opinions. 
Tha Council has ol$(] proviOOd )'1)009 people witl'1 area:lllrollld Brisbane wIlere 
IIley can come together 10 meet and organise activities and projects Qf interest 10 
them. These areas are acce.sibk! 10 )'INng peop[i aoo w~U r'lSol.lll:w (s~ 
www.vi .. ib@- in.!ho.rgl) . 

[he Victorian GOI/emment pr<Xluced a handbook for young people on how they 
can create change in Ih"i, COfT1[T1l)11ily. ~ handbook; provid'iii suggwstioos on 
how young pGOp1e CM get aOlilfe on a project thoy fool p(l.l)~jonate about. amI how 
they can implement that project (see W!!W.ywth.Wo.'P'.nul!!dWD'PS~.pd!l. 

The Foundation for Young Auslr dli~ns is a rlOIl-pro!:1 organisation dlldk:atlid to 
developing inoovaliw initiatives that ~upport and ompower young paapkl aged 12 
to25. The FOUndation provides SOO(HUIlCHng for ideas, prOOc\i~ely seeks 00-
llr!dng 10 support initilltives and h..Jp~ the rocipi.ents structure themseilfe.s to 
enSUM k>ng-term sustainabiWty. Each year, 111<0 Fuundalkm rnanag"~;o. ",,",!rolio of 
S.....-.t. total",!! "buw! $6 m~lbn. At ~..,.t 25% of tOlSli grent funding ts dedloatad to 
inWativlI& lipoo~!cally designed to benefit )IOlIlQ IndigeooUG AU31mlians (sea 
www,yQlInguuslraliaWl.Org). 

'c'CC ___ 'C'C'~'_'~'"-______ cC ____ cccc ____ '"( __ '~ ____ '_'c-____ _ 

~.~----

N~w de«s 

'« 

The youth Clectoral 3tudy (YES) fm.-.::l th",t Pd ... ~n'" ... re o"eD""'Oo;,d by )'OU'""J 
poopl ~ as the most important sDU"~~ 01 informalion awd ~oting. Tillevision and 
""'wsp«p"r~ .. ". the " .. ><I mo.t important, hOwtlVBr young poopl~ vK;iw th~s9lattif 
"(lUre", wilh SomB scepticism. 

\1.i What ~e can noo-govef,"n~,,[ fwnrkdiOffl "'".romtrIu{lity organisations play 
J!l JIJ !}/lltilfg VOtIng people :lerlve and irlYoivod With dOfllOC(;.lC'i? 

Now ioooO 

Tha ~,s~i"e Foundation (sGe ~NIV!'.lnsp~e.orQ.aI)J is a national non·prom 
toundation which am to create opportunitieS tor ~ouno AUS\rElllan:o, pri-1 oiiOally 
s.~ect belween 16 ~nd 25, In hP.~ lhfl/11""I".",~ ,,~d olh~.~. Toe i'()[HYi,linn 
aGknow",rir~ IMt )KlunQ pE'CIpie wa,'l to 111ak" a pos~iw cmer~ r<;e '" their own 



.ves and l~ their cemmlJ!l~iGS. YOUflg peep!e are aotively flvOive<! k1!he 
development and oolilll!ry of aR 'ti1~ I'ooodatian's iniiilltves. Uns inliative. 
'ktNow'. is a web-bIl'.lW service tha.t will provide young people with inlom1atk>n 
iUld ~uwort on how Jhiiy Call biIComlil lnllONed in iS8UIiI~ Of caUSl>S in tt~~ 
eommurlty that !11e~ are passionate about. 

VbeW~e YOI,J!h S"rW;¥s is a volooteer-basw, oon.prom youth media and training 
"'Ilanisation which proVidlli young pllOplo aged ~t"fI'een 16 and 30 wilo an on~" .. 
forlXn through whiC/lltloyoon (l;()()QSG inform(l;!ion on a range of topfcs, participate 
in di:ICussions with other young people ~nd b/!{',ome inllOlved in the exa1enrte 01 
infOO11ation wHh other ynon9 people (see WNW. vibewire.Mtl Recent initiali"",s 
roowv ',lIectionTr<lCk .. ~ (se" www ... lectionlrllckl/r.n .. lleu"j.~ k.-h ...... 1 y.".HI\I 
poopla out on the oampaign tral as leporters in the 2004 FGderal (lIectlon. Thes~ 
reports were uti i sed by lIix radiO stetions. S8S and ABC news. 

The US Ad Gourd l i~ a non-proff! organisatoo which produces, d~trihute~ a,",,:I 
pr<.>motcs fXJblic $Q!vico cwnpoigrn; on .. rango of ","U,,". A rt.'<::~nl Camp";9", 
'Fight Mannequlnlsm', fOOllSSOO on -rmproWlg youth oMc &ngagemant and votar 
participution. It irwolved television end radio ads aimod at Qottinll you~ peoplO 
invdved in ~~lJ!!lI tho!:y c~re about, volunteeriflll and yolinll (Se<l 
www.fightmMn"'(lu,,-,ism.orq) 

'Rod tha Vot~· is a non-profll orQil.nlsil.tlon lI>tlich ilimS to 9flgage YOl1f1Y people in 
the pOllical process in tIlo United States and draw attention 10 i$sues 01 concern 
to YOUllg people. It coordinates voter rejl~tratioll drives 8JJd educution oliens to 
en""fP YOOf1(J I""'P'" ~xO!>rCi~e thei" right m vote. Y"'Jth Willlr" ill hame~sed in lh ~ 
promo!ion 01 its canopaig,,~, m ,my of "'hidJ !",alure high prolie celebrUies including 
musicians, actors, alhl(!te& and oomedians. In lh8 2001 elections, 1.2 mi l ia" 
poopto took ndvnntaQo of the OI\lnnisation's onlino I'OICr le<;lil:tmtlOn faci!tty, and a 
tLflhef 200,000 reg~lefed a~ APArt r:i the Rock the Vote BUll Tour across the 
coootry (see wwwroclctbevolecorn!' 

, 
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C:;l.{(ch~lY\.U. fw "'.<P.)z~VJ.9 11 svj,,.. .... l!.:.;lov-. 

Thlill1l is no SliIt form for a submission to the commltt(l(l. Submis~ior.s may 00 m~ds I,Isi11g 
the inquiry responso form or in the form of a letter. a sl,ICStanMI paper or a won: 
OOclrnen!1\nd they may include appendices. Submissions maycoolain fads. ClpiniDllS, 
argtmoUlls fomd r(l(;urnm~odation~ for action. Thll mo.1 usell,ll submis"ioIlS are 10 the 
point 

Trn. committoo woukl prefer written submtssions. biJI wil also accept SUbmissions on 
o.udiolape. For written subml33ioos.lyped or pnnled teid rs preferable, thouli/h legible 
h8r>d-wr<l!en ~ul:"T,;~~ions are acceptable, Numbered page~ and. for "ubm;,;sions in 
excess 0120 pages. a brivlsLlflmiiry..nd it table 01 ~onlWl1ts is alsQ h .. lpf~L 

AI submissions must include the flilflle and cootact o.-tao'ls of lhoi- perso'l makk'ig lhll 
.ubmiuiur,. Those mailing iI submission on lJeha!t of an olgOlnisation shoukJ indicOlIa at 
whatievei 1110 submission ha~ been suthor.,ad ('" sull-<lOOYT1ittOO. president, chair, otc,). 

Publi:: officer!; m ... y mako submissions as pr1~ale individuals. HOWQ~9r, H refenmce;,; 
made in a submission to tho~ official po3~iorI. rt should o.lso IJo made c(IJarthal tile 
SUbmisSion is mooll in 11 private C8.pacity. Subm~sions from government departrr.er1S 
~hOUId be all!hoiY.;ed:n IICCOfdance w~h normal dep.vlment3.1 prOClrl..-Il 

Conl....-! ~nd reJ"\I .. n~ 

A sOJb"~\iSi<>n m ... y ewer some or all of !till iSlil,las rai,.9d in the rltSPQl1s~ fUlm.1t wood be 
helpful K sutlmisslons clearly s\:l1cd Which issues ~rc bcino;l aCldres5fld. 

Th\! committee·s usual procedure 15 to pubicly rmaase and table 5ubmlssiollS in th .. 
Logislali\le Assembly. Not all submt!siorul will necflssanly be published andfor lobled. The 
cQ!TlmiH~ re"",rve~ the ri(Jhllo nnl p"b~&h or lab(~ con1ir1ential ~lJbmi~sio.~s, or 
submissioo-s which ar", im,levant. COClti.~l SJ:uni ou~ or d\!(amaloxy materiaJ. or are 
"tt""wi-s~ not .uitilbl~ lor publi-shing. The committoo Yf'jl infoon you ~ it ~id .. s nul to 
aoc!!pt, or not to authOrise the pubiicnlion cf. your sUhmiElllion. 

COn fidenlilllity 
'I'he committee ~ttempls 10 condlJCt its inqL.riM in Ih" mM! opan way possible. However. 
if you n..liell" that your submis~ion (or part of if) -soould not be made pt,hlic. dearly wr~1! 
'CQ(lf~nli"" on .... ,;1\ ""ge and, in" llriel <;ov,1rifl\l IsUe,. !lxplai" why )'Our submi-s5ion 
should b;j troaux:l con1JdentlaWy. Tha committee wl~ then consider your r""l~st for 
ccnfidentiality. 

Un~~lhorised Reietlse 

Once Ihe commitlee r""..,iv~s a -suhmissinn, it !-.ocnmp.~ cnmm;!I"" property and should 
rot be pu!:J~sh>j(j "Iilllout n.,., cOIrmittwe'. authori. "tl,""l. Publication 01 a submission 
~~thout thol committoo's aU1horlsatlon maans thilt Ihat publication is not pro!~ed!Jy 
parlkllncntD.ry priv~cgc and rnav amount to D. cootempt of Pal1iamenl. 



fM~¥1d f~Kr 
, .. _,.:~""".- ,MC ~Ii' .- ',' ~ , -' ... ,,' , .. 

Submls$ion$ clo$C) on Wcc1nc$d~y, 30 Novcmber2005 

Extoo:rons to the clos:t1g date may be oil/en. It you Med more time to makea 
~LJbmi~~lon, or if you req,-"re further information. contact the comm ill""'!' SIl(",I""rnri.!t on: 

Telef1Moe: (07) 3400 7307 
Fax: (07) 340e 7070 
Ernall; [ca1'9<1) 03 It 'am enl. old. 00 V. a u 

('.()[1ie_~ of Ihi5 paper ~nd all olhl!!r publications by tfle Legal and ConstitLJtion.1 [',nmmittea 
a",. aVi~ .. bl .. "" the inll'!TtIj( via tile ~"(}mmittw's home page at: 
www.pill.ltalT1.lm.Qld.go.v.aiJ/c_omml!1eeS/l~gqk.cv.tI![T1 

Nalll~: .. , .............. " ......... ", ........ "", ....... ''', ....................... .. 

Address, 

Contact {~.g, phon9 numb~r): ... 

Email 




