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Yoy Vokes

The aim of his Inquiry Is to make practical recommendations to
increase the interest and participation of young peopla in damecracy in
Oueensland.

Tha committae wants to hear from young peopla, in pasticulsy, about,
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what ig neadad In Quasnsiana;
what will worrk;
what won't; and

what you want o do or experiznce.

We would atso like W hear frorm all people in Queensland who Fave an
interest in young people, o in young peopl: $ngaging in demaocracy.

1o help you to think aboui, discuss and respond to matters refévant to
the inguiry, we have st oul pelow same:
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+ Issues; and

exarmples of sirategies sugoested or tried elsewhere,




Kecpanse Form

g b
R R R S AN SRR M e L SRRV R A v.i;;-_xg; _

‘h&"
oyl il

Vf)tiw@ 5551:1‘.}% e Slectorat Covarnissiom G rens dnd

Educationfinformatian

It is the job of the Elecioral Commission Queansiand {(ECQ) 1¢ encure that people
anroland vole at elections. To do this, the ECQ uses education and awarensss
progromy [2.0. posicards, paaters and schaal visits).

? %ammesmdanwermmffemmgermmessageaamsm
4 yoing people? - . _

New ideas

v I 2003, Elections Canada partnared with Cable in the Classroom to develap a
naw vater sducation pragram for students, including a contast challanging peopla
aged 16 to 18 to create 30-second public sarvice announcemants an videa telfing
their poers why the demacratic progess and voting are important.

+ Tha Urited Kingdom Elecloral Carnmission’s ‘Do Pafitics' aims ta get young
people involved in democracy. It may be accessed at: www dopolitics co.uk. T
Polfics' conducts workshops and evenis, and provides resources and training
acrogys lhe UK for young paople.

v In Australia, the Youth Electoral Study (YES) laund that some incentfives woutd
aftract a first vole. Young peaple said a tax break or the use of promational rock
concerts would ba the most elfective incentives, bul there was alsn some suppot
tar the notion that ingantives should not be ncedcd 25 veting is a reﬂ'gzlu:m.,lt:llll‘vg.r
that comes with citizenship,

Voter registration
In Aystralia, cach persen must complete an enralment fam 1o register to vole.

3) How could 1he ECQ maka 1t e:w:ar for youny peupfa to-enni and ﬂmome
£ registorod ro vole?

New jdeas

+  Insome countries, registration is done by the government so that people are
aulomaticarly registered when they reach voting age.  An international repart by
the Institute for Democracy and Electoraf Assistance, Youth Voler Participation,
suggests aulomatic registration by thg government rathar than it being a duty of
vach parson i enol.

»  (Olher countries enatle people to register at a polling station on election day, or
ol

v InCaneda, Flections Canada identifies people who have turned 18 threugh
infarmation provided by, for axample, the tar office a0d mator vehicle registars.
The Chief Flectaral Officer writes to these people W ask them o conlirm that they

-~ ave aligible o vole and consent to being Includsd in the national ragisiar,
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Polling statisns
I Queensland, palling stations are useally tocatad in schnalz ar halls and are opan
hebween Bam and Spm.

ﬁ‘?‘ How coutid the ECX) make i easier for young people to cast their vote?

Mew idaas

¢+ Inrecent Canadian slections, Elections Ganada introduced mora polls in locations
t0 which voung people have pazy accass, such as near student residentes and

university neighbourhoods.
»  InCanada, polling stations are opan far 12 holurs,

*»  [egatichs from the Austrelian Electoral Cammission and the Victarian Electoral
Cammissicn obsarvad electronic voling processes at slections in the USA, UK
and lreland between 2000 and 2002, The delegativns considered the ditferan
oplicns that are avaliabls, their advantages and disagvantages and how sach
oplian would suit Auslralia's voting systems, The delegations recommended &-
valing be made svalable ta cartain classes of volers inciuding vaters in Artarctiod,
volers in rermote Jocations, voters with g disability and overseas volers (s0e
wivw aec gov.ad) content’whativotingfelectronic reportindex.him and
WVWLBEC.00V.8U cantentiwh arvoling/E-voting _report, ot}

v Arscent report of the Victorisn Sertdiny of Acts and Regulations Commitiee,
Windnrian Flartronie Nemocracy, considered electronic vating, 1t recnmmendand
that Vichorian eleclions should not be conducled remotely wia nlenmation and
communications technologias in the near Tuture, but identlficd the folinwing key
advantages of remoic voling systems:

~ easy aceass for ravellers and dizablsd peopis;

- groviding an inlerface for other 1echnolcgiss suzh as screen readers, Braite
compters, magniflers or alisrmative data entry gystems;

dllowing 1or tha easy znd cheap dietrivution of ballot papers in different
lznglages:

instantangous processing; and

- allowing volers te sccess a wids range of other Information while considering
and casting thair vote.

i s v
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Advance voting
Currsnﬁ*,f in Queengland, # you Can't voLe a1 your asarns! poling booth on the day
of & state election, specia! arrangements can be made fot yol to cast your vole,
Buch as by advance valing in person or postal voling. These oplions are availabla
in only some circumstancas - for example, if vou: will ba interstate on polling day;
have a disability; or car’ voie on that day because of religioua telisfs, Forfurhoy
infamnation, sae ware ecdq.alt gov. au
bo mﬂﬁunk’morempemé would vole & ey could do 5o at any ime in
E‘ hewaa#mﬁad‘nyupmanﬁm aﬂhout_ A maetanyapamaf
oexichitions- tordo suf- i O O e

MNew Idess

v fin tha UK, postal voting is available to any eligible votar on request. A person may
apnly for postal vating for a particular slection, for a certain period of tims or for all
future alactions.

b Totaciitate voting, the state gowvarmment cauld declare the day of a state election
a pubdic haliday or schedule an shection for a day other than a 3aturday.

+  intuture, if electronic voting were to be introguced, for example, |t nead not be
nacassary to have an “clection day’, with all votes cast on the same day. Voling
coutd laka place, lor example, over an 'elaction week'.
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Close ol rolis
Currentiy, atler a state elector iz called, prapla have hetwean 5 and 7 days to
rAgisher to veda,

Ho your think ymngpeqﬁe coptafd be dmdvarﬂaged n‘fhs.re was ng q-,-rxrlumty
15 enrof affer an slection is calied? ol

Mew ideas

*  Pnorto the 2004 tadaral slection, the Speacial Minister of Gtate, Eric Abetz
prapased that;

v the electoral roll be closed 1o new volars on the day the clection writs wouicd be
lestied fusualiy tho day whe alection o announced), and

»  penple wishing to change their enrolment details be given three days to do 50,

TFis propasal dici not proceed as it was nol supported by the non-government
parties.
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Fixed slection day
In Queensiand, thera is no fixed elestion day for siate elactions.
A fixad election day could allow improved civies education courses, mock-glectiuns
and ather sirategies ancouraging young people’s engegement with lections to be
planred in advance (see Milner). For example, a fixed efaction day would allow
vivics educators to plan snd conduct their courses in parallel with an election
campargn.
Da you think improved civics education fs g worthwhife reason for government
{o consider & change to fixed tarm elections?

Hewideas
+  In Quecnsiand, clactions tar all local governmont authorities are generally hald
\ every four years on ths last Saturday in March.

g

New voting system
In Queensland, a system of oplional preferential voting is used. A fact sheat about
"QOPV ig zvailabls from: www.ecq.0id.gov.au,

g Do you think_young people: would be more bkely to vate if the vating system

was changed so thar candidatas ruaning on certain Jesues of particular interest
WMDM&MMMMMMMMEavo@h
paramant?

New ideas

* Appentix [ contauns a revised version of a paper prepared far an ingquiry, Hands
art Pardiamant, by tha Legal snd Constiluticnal Committee of tho provious
Farliament. It provides infarmation about our voting system and ways it might ke
changed Lo provive moe diversily in candidales who might be elacted

»  Asin Quoensiand, the voting system in the UK makee It very cifficult for
candidates from minor parlies o get elected. |n May 2008, some 500.000 school
shuderds in the UK voted in a mock lection 1o coincide with the general elections.
The students voled lor the aclual candidates. The resulis showed that the
sludsnts were altracted 1o parties which ran candidates on certain issues; far
cxampie, students who folt passionate aboul the environment voled for the Green
Farly Despits failing to have a single candidate relurned in the goneral elections,
the Green Party secured 45 out of a possible 349 seats in the mock election.

v Proportional representation voling, which is used for Senate eleclions in Ausiralia,
provides greater opportunity for minor parias to win scas,

P i 1 3 e s oL i . | L.
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Wofing age
In Awstralia, you must ba 18 years old to vota. The minimum voling age in other
counlies ranges from 15 o 21.

The minimum ages sel by the law for other activilizs are listed in appendix B.

ﬂ Siuld the voting dge Befiviered (617 or 16 yoarst, WhY orwhiy g 1 the
vorlig age i kowerad, shotild voting at the lowerpd Bge.be compirsoy? -

MNaw ideas

v In April 2004, fallowing a project on the age of electoral majority, the United
Kingdom Electaral Commission rasommendead thas the minimum age lor all levale
of voting in pablic elections in the LK remain at 13 years for the time being. The
UK Electoral Commission advised, however, that #t expected to underake a
furttrer lorma! review of the minimum voting age within a further live v seven
yeara. 1 engouraged the govemment to considar initiating a wider review of the

age ol majonty.

v I 2000, a report on changing sociat and legal frareworks for yoaung Australians
found that, despite some interest in getling mors invaived in thelr community and
in govermnment decision-making prozesses, young pecpla wers quite reluctant tu
claim the right and responsibility of having the vole younger than atage 18, The
majorify (749%) of young people nvolved in the ressarch a3 that they woere not
reacly or interssted in getting imvalved in formal political processes such as witing
Lefore they were 18. Theic parents agreed, with a majerity (§1%) suggesting that
young people are not maluss encugh and not interested in yoting before they are
1B, and that yeung peopts uprdar 18 Rave pther pressuras to confront and centend
with (see Carson, Filzgsrald and Roche).

v Compulsory veting was introduced In Queansland In 1914 and by the
Commonwaalih In 1924, Research by kilner (published in Chvle Literacy: How
informed Ctizens Make Democracy Work, University Press of Naw England,
Harover, 2002) indicates that tha affect of introducing compulsory voting in
Australia was to bring aboul a 23% overall increasze in voling.
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Edueation in achools

In Queensliand schools, thers is no subject calfed ‘civies aeducation’ or ‘citizenship
education’. Primary and secondary students [earn about democracy, including
parliament, govemment and slections, In a number of Qiffarent subjects. Sludanls
glso sxgerionso domacracy af sehaal, ior example through clections for sehooi
councl mambess andlor schoal leaders.

Education akbout demaocracy
Additional educational opportunities ealewvant i democracy nclude:

Sy
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v vigits to the Queensland Parllament, or 1o a reglonal gitting of tha Queensiand
Parllament, and odugational activities provided by Parliamentary Education
Services; and

v electoral education agtivitios conducted by the Australlan Elegterai Commissicn,
such as senoal vigits,

Far students

E What worked weil and. what oid you. en,:oy when _vou feamnt a.bouf o
4 wxperianced democracy Jii your school?
W:‘EI ore ‘eodld. sehools do- i enaouraga Wu m Yahie demamc}’ and
tiepare yoirso. mar ynu am el Jnﬁ::mrpd and confm’en! abm.n’ engagmg il
democracyt [ _

For teachers
g} How toes your Sclicol approach clvics educalich and: p.rar:ﬂm d;s'mcmcy?
W Holy'Sould stittants ba boltor propated (6 éhgado i #8moctaoy? i

Mow ideas

» W previgus inquitfes, the Legal and Constitulional Commitiee and the Legal and
Constituttonal Committeas of the 49th and 50th Parliaments have mads
recommendations about civies egqucation in Queensland, Similar
recommendations have been made by many other Australian bodies in regent
wears. A (ist of some of these recommendations 15 set ok in appendix C.

v The Cengtitutlona! Centre of Wosien Australia wias established to encourags
poopte of all ages to learn about the Western Auatralian poltical system and how
to actively paticipate in it. It offers displays on the Conslit tion and aspects of
citizanship and poliica history, The Eiectoral Education Ceatre is located within
lhe same complex, and provides inferactive programs allowing people la casl &
vote, discover the orfging of demaosracy and understand how the voting system
warks (50 wyw oeentre wa, gov aufindex bim). Programs, presented in ways
which angage yaung people, are also canducted far sehoal studants visiting the
Craprtie, Trean] rer pesoiee kils vonplenienleach progan. Rescoaice buxss on
various lopivs are avaifable (o sehools in remete areas. In addition, the
Constitunonal Centre hags develoged an 'Qut Reach Program’ which invoives a
netwark of lecal people in rural and remote areas of Weatem Auatralia providing
programs to sludetits in those areas. Some programs are spesific to indigenous
ST S,

v A Civics and Citizensnip Education websle (which incorporates a provious
‘Digcavering Domogracy’ website} is wwa.civicsondeilizenshio.cdu.ay,

v 'Kids Votlng LISA' is & national non-profit, non-partisan organisatinn that teaches
sivdents about cilizenship, civic responsitalily, democracy and political
participation. Together with classroom activities, etudants are provided with an
oaponAunity t cast a ‘Kids Voling' baliof on eledtion ﬁay, and they votz on the
same candidates and issues as adults. |0 2004, 1.5 million students tumed oul ta
vale tor presidential, local and state candidates, Areas with a Kids Vating USA
program have showed 2 votlng rate for ragistared (8 year ofgs which is 14%
Righer than for non-parmicipating arcas. S0 W Ridsvotinousa.orgl,

v Aspart of the Kids Vating USA service, ‘DoubfeClick Demociacy’ (see
wanty kidevolinyus d.arg/ DoubjeChckAnire, aso) was deveioped o alluw students to
paricipate In an authentic voling axperlance using a web-basod vollng sysiem.
The onting ballets replicate the candidaies and issues adults wote for. and provido
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students with practice ballats which hava links to candidate hiographiss and other
regources. Abold 35,000 students participated during the 2004 prasidential
a‘rectlc-ns.

v Tesns NE Palifics’ is a U3-based websile which offers ynuag people an
opporiunily o participate in discession foryms on lopics such as the ecenomy,
forgign policy, generat pofitical issues, animals and the ;mfmnrnent‘ Prevision is
alac made for young peaple to contributs to giscussions under the banner of 'left
wirg chat' and right wing corner’. See www.teensn2politics comfanumss
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The Politieul < pstem avdd Politioling

Political parties

The 2004 Young Austrakian of the Year [Hugh Fvans, has suggesied that young
peopla feel shut out ol mainstiream party polifics.

The farmer Queensland Stale Youth Advisory Council told the committea that the
ssues addrussed by politicul parlies, particularly s olection ime, are dominaled by
thosa relovant o oldst peopie and our agerng popuiallon

v Dt Arfadne Vramen, a legturar at tha University of Sydney, researches young
paople and palllice. She writes that, The ane area of pantticlpation that remaing
low for young people, and indeed for most Australiens, i3 membership of politicai
patties. Rathet than labelling party membership deeline as apaihy, we ought to
see how unappealing political parties have become. And i is up 1o parties to
involve 2 new gencration. Thiz mighl not be by way of flomal membership;
Instead, parties migh consult young paople on issues relevant to thar lives' [aae
Yrnmen).

v Inthe US, a2 nabionwidc study of youth ottitudes found that young paople were
active in their communities but nat concemead about politics. Az an outcome of
that shurly, a strategy adopted to re-connect yourth b drmincracy is that, during
wlecliun vampaigns, the madiz offer youth-moderaled vandidate debates [see

Haiional aseoglation of Segretaries of S1a1e).
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Paoliticlane
Many research studies in Australia and internatichally reveal that young poople aro
cynical about the behaviour of pokiticians.

{ How can por:ﬁoians ihomssives resiore e faihr of young peopls in
8 democracy?

MNew idaas

»  Dr Ariadne Vromen says that politicians only cansider young people when they
present & problem; that voung pecpie tend o be talked about rather than talked
with; and that young peaple's perspectives are rarely included in public dabate.
D Vramen suggests that what is needed is direc| svidenice of young people's
sxperionces znd arguments bassd on such avidence (goe Vromen).

b Inthe Unitad Stades, Canada and the United Kingdem, where vohing 1am1
compliscery, i has been shown that contact with political parties and candidates is
an impartant element of ‘get-oui-the-vote’ strategis. Following tha 2001 British
genery| election, the UK Elactoral Commission identitied 3 1ack of canvassing by
petiticlans as & likely reason for dissatisfaction {and low turmout) among first-time
WO,
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Yowng Peovig and the Cswma;ml-':pi

Belng heart

YWhite young peeple may be turned off poiiics a3 d currently operates, many
studies and surveys have found that young peopls are vary interasted in palitical
issues important to them. The challenge o goverminents is Lo engage with young
people, and the first thing that younng peopla say is that they want to be haaid.

Have you wsed any of the government opportunilies fo voice your upirivns
& atourissuss? How effecihve was it?
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New [deas

v In'Western Alstralia, the Tivics and Citizenship Unit in the Depariment of Prefmicr
andl Cahinet aims fo enhances demacracy in that stafs tiraugh civies education
and the promotion of wn active cilfizenry, The geal is a sommuaily where all
Westomn Australians arp vaiued as citizens, whera they play a significant role in
gelting policy priotities and where they help shaps the nature of their society (see:

www cilizenscape wa. goy.aud.

*  DrAriadne Vremen sugooests that, “Young people have a Bread range o
econamic, social, and political expariances’ and that we nead to ‘creale inclugive
{orms of governance that recognise and build upon different ways of making
communities. Those in power nead ic fisten to young peeple mare, and young
peapla's diverae views and cxperignces need to be arfeutated in the media’ (ses
Vromen).
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New Ideas

v In 2003, the Commission far Children and Young People was invited fo participate
in & commitiee for the development of a sports and recreation facitivy for young
paopls on Palm lsland in North Queensiand. Tha Comemission underlined tha

impartance of the committes ashing young people what $hay waniad. The issue
far the Cemmission was not s0 much Tow do we ivolve chifdren in the Buiiding
uf #futs Taility™ Lol ralbien iow o wer Dl ifrs facifity Ve cdifurens ward 77

v In 2003, in Parramaitta in Sydncy, 2 Youth Jury prasented young peopie with
practical eppartunities to learn and discuss the diverse interests and concems of &
wide vansly of young people across the Parramatia region. Darticipants learned
About teamesork, negotiation skills and the powers of government. This enahlad
them 1o fomn realistic recommeandations to support e needs of the collective
youil of Parramatta.

The aim of the Youth Jury wag 1o assist with bridging racial intolerance and
cultural diversity amang voung people of Parramatta,

The recemmendations of the voulh Jury were aimed at key government and
community organisations of Parramatta.
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Talking action

Young pedple want 1o be actively invelved in democracy, Voling at elections is onfy
ona way of being involyed in a demosratic sonigty.

E)‘ Which of the tolfowing aciivities have you carted out, or youtd jou like i carry

oz
il
Yaluntegring (5 i
Initfaling or participating in a local youth project [ =
initiating or signing 2 petition [ G
Actencling & rafly or protes = -l
Taking part in & slike i e
Balng a member of a polltical party i) |
Beirng a member of & trade wrtian 5 =
Being a member of g student union Rl r_]
By a mizmber of 2 non-govermmeit
ofganication which lobbios governmant (o.g. The - £
Wildemess Sociaty, Amnesty Intanetionz],
Greanpaaca)
Contacting & politician o local govarnment o |
eirazlar
Participating in & Youth Parfiameant 3 |
Being irwolyed in @ ol Council o3 =
Being involved in an organisatian which seeks o i 1

rapresent this views of young peoale {2.g. Young
Austrailan Rural Metwark)

Young people say that to be engaged in demoaracy they nead things such as.
v indormation;

» ppooAunites 1o actively angages In demogracy;

v &nides about what can be achievad realistically;

v spaces in which 1o meet and discuss, andg

P aceoss to ine intornet, photocopiens, &16.

?? What assistance or encouragement do you need from govesmnent (o take
o2 Action about the fosuns pou feaf passionate about?

Mew idrns

v Brighang Chy Coungll has developed Visitle Ink', 2 websile which ailows young
pooplc to have a say in the Counall's pragrams. The websiie contalng Information
ataul how young peaple can have their say, events far yaung peopla. links o
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resolrces and a tarum through which voung people can express thelr opiniona.
The Councit has alse pravided young people with areas around Brisbane where
they.can comna together to mee! and crganise agtivities and projects of interest to
them. Thess arcas are accessible 1o young people and well resourccd (sce

ww.wiathle- ink o),

b The Victorian Govemment groduced a handbock for young oaopla on how they
tan create change in their community. | he nandbook provides suggestions on
how young peaple can get active on a projecd they feel passionate about, and how

they can implemen! thal project {see www youth yvic.oov.aupdisTY FSbookd pdfl.

v The Foundation for Young Australiang is a non-proft arganisation dedicatad 1o
developing innovative initiataves that suppert and empower young people aged 12
o 5. The Foundation provides ssed-unding for ideas, proactively seeks co-
funding ko support initiatives and hsips the reciplants structure ihemseives 1o
aneurs jong-term sustainabiity. Each year, the Foundation manages a portiollo of
grants intaling abold $6 million. At lenat 25% of tota! grant funding is dedicated ko
initiatives apecifically designed to benefit young Indigenous Australians (see

wvw youngausiralians ongl.
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What rofe. can famifies and: !nends pﬂjﬂ Jﬂ gen‘ing ?mng Pﬂﬂﬁfﬁ' EGWE and
nvolved with dsmoamcr’

MNew ideas

»  Thu Youth Elagtoral Study (YEES) found that parente aro regarded by youreg
pecple as the most impartant source of information about voling. Televislon and
newspapers are the next most important, however voung peepls viev theae latler
gaurces with some scepticizm.
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j;'.? What role can non-govamment foundations of commuitly organisaions phay
L in gatting young penple active and involved with damnceacy?

Mew fceas

*  Tre Inspire Foundeiion (S8 wWWWINSPIre ONLAU)Y 1S 2 National non-prov
fatrrdation which &ims to create opporlunities for young Australians, pefncipally
aged between 16 and 25, to heip themsalvas and othors, The Foundstion
acknowladges that young pedpe want 1o make a positive Siffgrence infhalr own
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lives and in their cemmunities. Young people are actively involved in the
davelopment and delivery of all the Foundalion's initiatives, One intlative,
‘ActNow’, is a web-based service that wiil provide young people with information
and support on how they can become involved in issuas or causes in thair
community that they are passinnate about.

» VibeWire Youth Services is a voluniser-pased, non-profit youth media ang fraining
wrganisation which provides young people aged between 16 and 30 with an onling
ferum through which they can access information on a range of fopics, padicipale
in discuasions with ather young people and become Involved in the exchange of
information with other young peopla (eae www.vibawire.ngl). Recent inltialives
miclude ‘electionTracker' (soo www.olectiontragker.nel/el/) which sent young
people out on tho campaign trail as reparters in the ?004 Federal election. These
reports were utilised by six radio slations, SB3 and ABC news.

v The US Ad Coundil is a non-profit croanisation which produccs, distributcs and
promutes public service campaigns on a ranoe of maves. A recert campaign,
‘Fight Mannequinismy, focusaed on improving youth civic engagemant and voter
participation. i invelved television and radio ads aimed at getting young pecple
invalved i issues they care about, volurtesring wid voting (see

www fightrmanpequinisrm.omg).

b 'Rock the Yote' Is a ron-profit organisation which aima to engage young people in
the poiitieal process it the United States and draw attention to issues of concern
(0 young people. it coordinates votar registration drives and education effurts to
ensure ynung peaple exercise then right 1o vote, Youth cullure Is narnessad In the
promotion of its campaigns, many of which feature high profile celebntes ncluding
rmusicians, actors, athicles and comedians. in the 2004 elections, 1.2 milkon
petple ook agvantage of the arganisatinon's anline voter registration facility, and a
further 200,000 registered as apart of the Rock the Vole Bus Tour acroes the
cauntry (see www.rocklheyole.com).
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Guibdeiines for wanking o susralssion

Ther is no set form for a submission to the comrittes. Submissions may be made using
the inguiry responge farm or in the form of a letter, a substantial paper or a shout
docurrent and they may include appondices. Submissions may contain facts, opinions,
argumants and recommendations for astion. The most useful submisslons ara ta the
poirl.

The committes would prefer written submiasions, but will also eceept submissions on
audio tape. For written submissions, typed or printed teit is preferable, though lagible
hand-wrillen subinissions wre accestable. Numbered pages and, for submissions in
axcess of 20 pages, a orict summary and 3 table of contonts Is alse halpful.

All sutimissicns must inciude the nama and contact cataits of the person making the
submlssicn, Those making a submission on tehaf of an organisation should indlcale at
what favel tha submizsion has bean authorized (eg sub-committes, president, chair, cie ).

Fublo officers may make submissions as private individuals. Howaver, if reference is
meds in a submission 1o their official pasition, & should alzo be made clear that the
subimissiaon is mada in & private capacity. Submissions fram govemment departments
should be authorised in accordance with normal depanmental procedurs.

Conlent and relovance

A gubmisslon may cover some or all of the issucs raiscd in the response lam. It would De
nelpful if submisstons clealy stated which i2sues are being addressead.

Tha committes’s ustal progedure is 1o phiblicly release and table submissions intha
Legizslalive Assembly. Nat all submissions will necessarily be published andfor tabled. The
committes reserves the right o not publish or tuble confidential submissions, or
submissions which are irrelevant, contain seurrilous or defamatory makerial, or are
othetwlse not suitzblo for pubtishing. The committae will inform you i it decides not 1o
accept, or not to autharize the publicatian of, your submission.

Confidentiality

The committee attempts o conduct its inguiries in the mast open way possible. Howaver,
if you believe thal your submission {or part of i) shauld net e made public, clearly write
‘wonfidential” on each pags and, in a brief covering lettar, explaln why yvour submission
should be treated confidentially. The committee will then ¢onsider yaur request for
confdentiality.

Linauthorised Belease

Once the commitles receives & submission, T becomes soinmittes propetty and should
nol be pyblished without the committes's authorization. Publication of 4 submission
without the committer’s autherisation means that that publication is not oratacied by
parliemeniary privitege and may amaount to A contempt of Parliament.

“SEHFCL !!!EC!GI

Legal, Constilulional and Administrati

Parliament
ORISEANE LD 4000
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Submlssions close on Wednesday, 30 November 2005
Extensions 10 the ¢losing date may te given, i you neod mors time to makea
submigaion, or f you reguire further iormation, contact the committes’s secretartat on:

Telephone: {07) 3408 7307
Fax: {07) 5406 7070
Ernail: varg@parliamant.gld.gov.au

Copies of thia paper and all other publications by the Legal and Canstitutional Committes
arg avallable on the [ntemet via the committes’s home page at:

wiwws. parlizinent.gld.gov awcommittessdsgalrey.him
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