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Tha aim 01' 1hit; inquiry 1Il!O make practical lecommlmdationl; to 

incfe<lS\llhlllntllrwt a~d participa1ion of young p~ij in d6mocra,y in 

Qw.mslarJd. 

TM committee wants to hMr from )'OUng peopl~, in particular, about: 

..;; wnat IS needoe III QueenSlarKl; 

.~~ what won': and 

,"', wh"t you want 10 do or experer.::e. 

W", wuukl "h;u lik .. tu heit' from a~ I"'op/" in ().Jel!l1slaoo who I-ay~ an 
",teres! in young peop~, o¥ in yc>ung )WQP'" ..,ngag;ng in democracy. 

IQ help \IOU to think about, di~CUS3 end respond 10 matters relevant te 

tM <1 Quiry, we have MOt out below some: 



EducationfjnrormaHon 

It is th@jab !>Ilhe E~tQfaJ Commission Quaansland (ECO) to ensurEl that people 
Ilnroi and vote at ClOOtions. To do tIlis, the ECQ uses edllC8.tlOn Md awareness 
programs (e.g. postcards, ~I"rs am! ~oI visits] 

'.ll) ~:~tI!e ECO dD,~r (Y riiffeN'lttlfyA(Jgat it'me$~~ {jCJi:l5$'to 
1ft. young peopIe?- ,- - , ' 

New dea~ 

In 2003, I::Iec1ions canada partnared with C1IbIe in the Classroom tn doJveiop a 
n~w voler IOducation program for ~tudo>f1{s, i!>eluding a ooilt9St ohallenging ~ 
aged 16 to 1 a to craakl 3O-sl/COOd public sllrvicv annolJflcWTlIjl\1:s on vidw<J t .. llin\l 
tl1eir peers why tho dlimoorntlc prooess and voting (He rnportant. 

The United Kingdom Electoral Cammis3ion's 'Do P<>l~"'_~' ams la get young 
people invo"""-:J in democracy. 1\ may be accessed at www_dopoI'li0_co,uk. 'Do 
PCllaics' conducts IIofOOi;shops .. nd w<mts, and provides Il1S<WfCes and tTaining 
<iCrOS,. lhe UK ro.- young p;;iople. 

In Australia., the YoutIll::lectoml Study (YES) lound that some incenfi\ie3 wood 
attract 11 first vot,,_ Young f>eOPle said a tax break Or the USe of promotooal rock 
concerts would be tho:. most. "(feeti",, incentives, but there ",as also sum .. suppt>ll 
lIT the nolion that incentIVes should not be needed as voting is a rosponsib~rty 
that oomo~ with citizomship, 

VOI~r reghmetion 

In Aue.tra~a. each person mustoomp~t& an enrornenl farm 10 register la vote. 

fJ· HQwcould.lhe ECQmako it ca:;icr for yotJI7g P«Iplo to onml IlIld bcooma 
~~ rogistorad TO YOte? • 

New ideas 

In soma cotJlltries. rtl'}istrabon is done by Ihe government so tIlet people are 
nUlOmatioally I8gistered when In,,! ",,,,.h voling "!le . An inter~lIti<>nal report by 
the In~titu!~ for ~racV and Electoral A5si5tan~, Youth Voter Parfcipalion. 
"'-1898515 aulo"'~tic registration b~ thl< g<lwmm\101 rathar Ihan i: being a duty of 
~ach pl<r~on 10 Emro!. 

Other countrie~ pn~r,je people to re~js\er at a JX>I~ng ~tat;on on electioo day. or 
OfJ-~ne 

In Canada. EIt'C\;ooo Car;ada identifies peo;lle wno nave turned 18 (hrol..';lh 
inl:>rmation provided by, fm ,,"amp", Ih" Lw nffi<".e and mn:or v..r, ..... ""Ji~t"'"'" 
Too Chief rl/>;;+ori\1 Offi<;er ..... ites to the~1! fJoV'opl .. tu "S~ t!wlll to c<XIlim> 'hat they 
<'re e! ig ,ue to vOl~ ,md <:OIlS(!<1t to bginq tl c1uood in 1nl> national rg"iSi~r. 



Polling stations 

In Queensland, pol il9 stalioos Mf\ u"~i\lIy io:x:atBd in ""hnols or Mtls ane:! ~re open 
hp-Meen (\am and Bpm 

i. /irm' CO/JJd 1118 EGO mlJk" it e;tsier for yoongpaopfe to 015/ iheirvot<'!? 

New ideas 

In rccont CAnadian election", E:leetions Canada introduoed more polls in locations 
to II'toich young people have ~a~y 8<'.Gtls..~, ,,,,-,,*, 1\,' near stlJdent re~idenees aM 
I,"i""~lty ~ighbowhcods_ 

In Ca.nad~, poI~ng statlon~ are op!In for 12 hours, 

DclegatiOl1s from tr.e Australian Elootor~1 Commission and the V~tori~' Electoral 
Gamm is~iQII obs,""ved "Iectrnnko voIil1g p;OC<'!sses at el"ctioo" in tM .. USA, UK 
and Ireland betw~ 2tXlO ar td 2002. Th .. <l .. I"!I~!;" " s c"rlsi<lered tha ditf8root 
oplions that a.re available, their advantages and disadVantages ;lnd how ~ach 
option would w~ Ausllalia's yotir"lg systems. The dele!;jJtiOtls rcc0011110nded e­
yotlng be made By!~able to certain C~""I!S <X vale", indurling \fOt"'~ in Antarctica, 
vat"'''' YOt~ with a O'IBrS8<1S vote", (. , 

A rscent report of the Victori~n Scnllilly 01 Acl!; ~nd Regulations ConYnittee, 
Vrlrlt;"'n FI_mnito n ,.m,y,r..cy, con~id~r....:1 .. r..clronk- ""'ing. It r~r.~mrnA"';...-J 

that Vwria.n ,,1<!<.1ior,s .touuld "ut lJe ~'{)nducl .. d renK)tely ,"it jnlormation and 
~"'rll11un,""ti<;l1:'; tQChnologills i'l th~ nllar IlJliJl"e, bu! idenlllilld th .. tollowirlg ~ey 
advantages oi remote voti'lQ syawms: 

~a.y acCGSS for rravellers and dIsabled people: 

provioing 4n inl...--t"cB fur <>ther technoiC9ilils such ill> scr ... m r"ad<.>r~ , Sfa~1a 
oompllt~rs, magrJillere or al1crnativo data entry systoms; 

dllowing tor 11111 gasy and cheap df&tritll1r:ian 01 bal m papws ~ different 
language8: 

instantaneous prOOOSSiIl Q': and 

alIQwifllj wlllrs 10 ~C(lSS a wide range of or:herirlformation whil9 consjdo.>ring 
and cant!1IQ their vote, 

\' C_~c~_~. ___ ~~ 
" -"._-"'-.,- ~-.-~- , 

'-~-.-----.-----. - ...... _ .. - ... - I.-'---.~ .. ---.. ,,--.-, .-"----.-,------.. -

.J Q1LY'I\~~.~8mS~ ,1)1i'B . 



Adv;an"", voting 

CUHtinUy in QU9E)nslal'1d, n ~u can1 yote at \IOUf nearest poiill9 booth on IM day 
Dt u state election, speci~1 err!lrl\lements CM be ma"'" for ~ 10 c~st your vote, 
such M by advance voting in person or postal vaU~ These options are available 
in 0011 some cin:umslallCils _ for tixarnpte, ~ you: will 00 inlarstala 00 poUing day; 
naVEl a disability; or (;W1't vato on thut day boca.use of religious beliefs. For fur\hcr 
Information, see WWN.ecg gld cav.all 

~ tKJ~:tffirJl{;:Iiiot:e._ycij.iJgifMP'in/lOlEi.v~J~}~y,~_tk!;sgiJt lIIlyttme ~ 
v.f; !"e:: _~~di1g ttp'lo~~mJ-eJectk;ti, ,~Iia.:'J!:lf/;:fQ m,s;;t·.,ny6pBClitl 

«JI/ditbiIiS'trnjrisQ1'.' .', >: -- ,:_ - -, - '-\"'-

~\Lk;I~ 

In the UK, postal va~"9 is allailable to any aligible vot&r on request. A persoo may 
al'!lly IQ! po~I .. 1 voting fox a particular\llllClion, for a cert«in PQriod 01 tim .. or lor all 
future Qklctlons. 

To i.!lcililll!e "otinQ. the stale gcwemment c"uld dP.daM till! day of a "tale election 
a public holiday or schedllle an election Ior a day oU"" than a Saturday. 

• In lut'JliI, if QllIClfQl1i<: VQ~ng Wllla to 00 Introdooed, lor e~amplG, I nGlld not Ix! 
necessary 10 have nn 'olection day, wrttl 011 votes cast OIllhe =ne auy. Voting 
oould take place, 101 example, over an 'election week'. 

"<-
~--~~~~~---

Close 01 roll:. 

Currently. aMer a ~!ale eJoc!:oo i~ called, poor*" h~v~ ooll.\le"", 5 ,,0<1 7 d"VS to 
'Aa<~I~' In vct.!o 

~ noyrotllilJ" yoong ~"CoIi/dM;~ai1taged'ifll:te(8.'iw!S no opr.:>rlunity 
I!I taenroiMtocMleiediO!liS,cali9d? '.',' 

N~w id.us 

P~or to the 2004 tederal election, the Speci~1 Minister 01 Stat!, Eric "'bel.! 
propnsM that: 

tile electoral roll 00 oIos"",, to new votefs on the day the election writs W()uid !xl 
Issued (usually the doy It\Qoioclion is anOOUrlCed): and 

peoplP. wi~hing 10 change their enrolment deta~$ be grvelllhree day$ to 00 so. 

ni~ proposal diM nct "roc~ed I\.~ it Vias 001 StJppooted by the noo-govemm~ nt 

parties 

~'" ',;:,­~ ...!.':"::4 \.-• 

. '.:~-'..:...,'--



Fl.llv~ IIIl1Ctlon day 

Ir. Queensland, &!ere i$ 1\0 HlCod cloclion day lor slate 0)&(:1'001. 

A flX:ed election day could allow improwd civics ed\Jcatlon C01JI'1i9ll, mock,'$I9I:I;';"n5 
and alher stral~iell encouraging youn.; people"S eng!l.Qement wMh OIOC~OI'l~ \0 be 
planr<!'d in ~dvance ($e<'! Milo9C") . For eumple, a fi~"d fI(edion day WOI.IICl IIIOW 
<:lvk."l; liciJcatOC$ to plan lind cOfldIlCt th4Iir COUrililS in p""tllQj w'~n an elact\on 
OMlpaigll. 

~ ~_ )IOU rhVk ~ cIvic:& e<1Uc3UOn 1$ IJ .WO/1IlWfii;> 1N$a'J kxgQYe<f'II!lK" 
1!4 /o-COIISk1ers cht1I¥J, IC fi.r:e4tMm ~dMS? 

fJorw~M 

In QoollMiana. CloehOl'1S tor illIli;IoQl government 3U1tIo<II.1i 6 ' " li**iilly huId 
ew:ry loor years on the last Salu!(l.By in March. 

~ ... 

t.lew voting system 

l~ Owli!l1ililll'Kl, a ~)'Sl<Im (.11 QPI;"'u ill ?Nlv.\/flIial ¥Qoo..J is u,ed ,\ 13<';1 M<':ftI ~tlout 
«)PV Is avabb!e nom: ~,~.Q,~~.>JW.au. 

i) flu)'QI /I~~'MJVId tw_!fI<IU_IikQ(y 10 "!JUIo IlIhe.vdittg ~~ 
I!t w.15 ch:Ji1:Ied SI) fII3f ClII<Ji<:I:noo f!NlNIg on ~.ti1M> oIl»lfic.'Ublr inl_1 

.1O __ ~ ~ w.w.~more likelY ./O .{161 lJIcQo(J tJnd lis"" oil; lotIkv kI 
p.vfametrI? '" .', -," 

No.w idea~ 

"'ppendjJ[ 0 oont~m, a revised 1I(Ir:l1Oll 01 a popor prepOl'eo for an II'ICf,IIry, H~mJs 
at f'al1i!JmMI, by the Legal snd Constitutional Commttee ~ tho provlous 
Parliament It provides ..,formalion aboot otX 'o'OlirlO sy .• \IIm aM ways It m;ght 0(1 
\..1JafY'd 10 )"ovi(;v mOlv ~iv...-~i\y in ~ .. " rj~I .. ~ whQ might bo3 el5ett.t1 

As In Qu[)OOslana. mo YOIirtg a~~()m In the UK maka6 Jt ~V ctflcult k>I 
canrnMtes tram ITI>'Ior penies to gel elected. 111 Ma~ 2005. OOIT\& 500,000 s(11OQI 
~1 .. :t~1.s in Ihfo UK YOted 'I'lll~.k """"tinn In alinddl! .... ,11'1 \he g&'Ierlll el(:C~oo~. 
TIl<i' !i:ludwJ1' vot.-d 101 lhi! actual c~ndio.lat .. i. The ffiStfh s htl_iI IMllhe 
~tud!lnlli "-'8IV ~nra~ LO partifi wtIictl r.t11 canddaW!< <If'l CIIOt;Iln issues; for 
example. mUCICIIIS who left ptit:;lClniJlc illlOOllhc etlYlrorrnvm IIOIIId Ior Uw GUNI'l 
Pasty ~~e /8;hI10 10 IuIw ... alng~ candiCele retumed In the general eIec1lDns. 
!he Green Party secured 45 01/1 of a possible 3<19 M'IIl'< in the r.'lOCIc ele<:lIon. 

PrOport"lOn:JJ re-preeomatlon vtIllfig, ¥thloh is ueoo 101 S9N.fv ~lecIionv on A..,traM. 
provides ",ellter opoortoo ity" for minor pat1~$ 10 \'I'm 5C(l1Il. 

~, l!'c_~_" ... C __ .. .. __ · _. _ -,. ... 
:.r ", ."-\ 'I , ,,',' .' -----_ .. _ .•.. __ ..... _'-, .. ,. __ . ". ' - ' , 
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Voti~g age 
In Au~j'alia, you must be 1 e years old to vote. TM mnrnum voli"9 ~ge in other 
counlli~ ranyes f'QITI 15 to 21. 

Th« minimum ages sel by th~ law for ott""r a\:tivili\ls are lested in appendix B 

I ~J;!~:=~,;:·;:tZ=lde1!~r::rJt-"fu8 
New idi!!as 

In Apnl 2004, followlna a projecl on thea~ 01 elooloral majorlly, th .. Unitl;ld 
Kinadom Electoral GooYnisstOO recommended that me miool.lTl age Ior a~ level\; 
of voting in public el<!clion.~ in thll UK rnmain at 1 A year~ far the time ben,}. The 
UK Electoral Commission advised, how<;oVIiH', tllat ~ BXpected ta undertake a 
IlIrth",r lormOlI rwvi_ 01 thfi minimum voting a~9 within a furth",r live to wwn 
Y""m. I1 encouraged the government to oon~ider in~iatiflg a wld~, 'U'llI;lW of th" 
age 01 majority. 

In 2000, a report on chansin9 social 8nd l"!Jal framewmi:s ioryooJ"9 Au~I,aliaM 
fOWld ttla!, despit<J 5om .. intero;ost in go;ottiny mor., invoiV<.td in lI",i( corrmuoity and 
in govamm(}f1t d9clsiOl1-maklny prooooses, YOOl1g people we • ., quilfi ",Ioct,m! t" 
claim!ho riQht and responsibility 01 having tile vole younger thnn ~ age 18, Tho 
m~orit)o (74%) of ylllXlg people invo!~ed in the r..,;Mf'(:h ~aid thlltlhey wera not 
ready or interested in geltin9 inllOlved in formal political proces5M "",oh a5 voting 
tJ..lorl! lI,.,y wer~ 18. Th'li< parents ii.yrlll;ld, w~h a majQl'ity (<31 %) !iuggesting that 
yaung poople a.ra not mal\Ue enough and nOl interested In voting bl;liofl;l they ar~ 
1 B. ern:! that young peopk! UNleT 1 B have other pfes~fes to confront nod contor'!d 
with (MIl Car!lOn, FitZlI"rald and Roche). 

Compulsory votinq was IntrodUClld In Qooarn;larod In 1914 and by the 
ComrrKlnwealth In 1924. Rosaaroh by Mi!no. (published in CMc Ulrm.cy; How 
Informed Citizen!! Make Uemocracy Wof1<. University Pre~s of Now England. 
! la"""",. ~OO?) indicat~~ that lh", effect o-f introdvc;"9 comr,Ji .• ory vot<nQ in 
Australia was to brin>! about a 23% o_atl i",,,,a:;-e in vcling. 

, 

Education in schools 

In DlJ!!enslMd 3ct\ool~. th"", i~ no wbje<:t call~d 'civir:~ "du.-:"tion' or 'citIZenship 
edocatioo'. Primary and secondary stud>!nt. learn about dW1ocracy, iIlclud,n8 
parliamant, gov'lfnmoo! and IIloctiorlS, In a numbGf of a~faroot iOOjo;!<;t". SI.n..lls 
al~o axporiCl1cc dcmocracy 0.1 sct)OOl, JOT exam pie thro~h clcctoos for schooi 
council m@mbe(3and/or!;COOn!leader!! 

EduC3Uon about oemocracy 
Addition".! educ!ltionlli opportunitie3 rei<!vant 11> democracy indude: 



Ii<il$ to tl1ll Ou~ns!and Parllamool, or to a regional tilting of thQ Quili/n,.1«n<J 
Parllarnont, and od!Jonlional aotivities provided by Par1iamentary Edl.X:,Iioo 
SeNicf:~; lino 

~~or.1 Wx.tlon aotiv!tieB COI'loooted bylh9 Australian Electorai Commission, 
suoo as ccnoal visits. 

For stud"nts 

\W7at worted .wd.ndwhat did yOu _l'llfor WlllIfI yOu '!.,amt alxJut 01" 

~xperWni;w dari1r:x;racy/tl yovr sChOol? 
'WliatiTlOrc'cf!ifd schOof~ .,do to enCl)urtiga :'yOU,u)-Y:WCdomocmWMd 
~rePl!rtJyoo~o:1f!M }O'<I iJm·,Welljnformed !!,lId coolidilnl .l!boottJnQl!9irlQ in 
democraq? 

For teadler~ 

tD How:(;fQi/S yI;w-:sctKidiilpproiiCfl'qN1CS tii1Uciiif&j.~dpr.ii;~.l$mmCy? 
I!f. HoW:~SnXtenis l:iebcttorii~ to cilgl1g0kiife~ . , 

Now Idees 

In prwviou. inqui';«",!ha Lvgal and Com;t~i.Jlional Commi~"" 'In<J thg t...g..r .. >d 
Coostltwtlon;1 Committees of the 49m an<! 50th Parlaments haVII madg 
reoornmond:l.lions obout civics edl.lOOtJor1 in Queensland, Similar 
reoomml!ndation3 have belln made by mMy o/hllr Austra~'~n bodi"~ in recent 
yt!ars_ A 1"011 01 wn"" 0/ toos~ recommendations i5 .~o!'t CM)( in app"ndixC_ 

Tho Coostitutlonal Centrs of Wostem AlF-tralia WltS established to. encOllrage 
peoplc of all <I\l6310 1e8ln !bout the Western Auatralian polrtical sy,;tcm and how 
to aclivelyparti:::ipale ifl._ II <:if~I!' di"f'lay:o; onlh" Cnn~I~I~ion anrl ~s~ of 
citiz.,nship and political history. Tha EI&::toral Education C",~tre is loca'.ed within 
11", sams compi<>x, and prov'ldlls intllracUw program. atlowinQ poopl .. kl cast iI. 
vote, dlsoover the origirJS Of <lCmocracy and uncterstancr how the \I01ing syst(lm 
wm'ks (see www cceQlrt,I'I~,IIQy,au/ilde~ hIm). f'rO\lrams. presented i1 1"ffi% 
which Mnage )'OlJQ9 flffirl~, ~'" O'tL~o ~oi1dIJ~!P..cl tor .",hoof ~tl.dent~ ";liting t~ 
Gelltl ,,_ T """I ... , '"~l>U''-''' kil.> ~'-" I 'l'1erll"",l ",Id, 1'''-'\1''''''- R,,~uUl~" W..<M ,"' 
"iOriuu~ lopi<.-~ ar" aViOili!bIe to scbools in r.,mote ar'*'&. In a<lditiun, 11,.. 
Constitutional Cootre has developed an 'Out ReaOl1 Program' which invol\les a 
network of local people in rural and remote areas 01 Westem Aummlin providinq 
progr!rM 10 SlllC1~nt:l in tho~~ are1!.s. Some programs 1!.r~ sjl6::il i::: In Indi\lenous 
"o;nmLJ.~~;"~, 

A Civics and C~ilellshlp Education websllG (which incorporatgs a prQvrn.r~ 
'[)j6covCrirlg Democracy' I'mbcitc) io www.ciJ.fcsondcilizons11to.pd!.!..il.y.. 

'K>:J~ Vn\ing USA' is ~ natioolll noon·profit, nan-partiMn org~ni~"tinn tM! If'arMS 
SlLdeots about cil;;:.>nship, civi<: resp"",·itJ~ity, d..-nocracy ~nd poi;tical 
pa.1iclpodion. Tog€llhElf 'Hilll classroom actIVities, students arg provldlld wi:h im 
OppOl1u~fy to oa8t a 'KidS Voting' baHot on eleCtion day, ano:! they IIOto on the 
same randidatf'~ ~nrl issues ..... IIdtllls. I~ :>004, 1_5 million ~tJJ("'nt~ tlXT1ed oot to 
vote for pr6sidenti~,Ioc~1 and slatg canwdatgs, Areas with a Kids Votng USA 
proyrim havg shoWlld a votlnQ ralll ~or regislmGd la Vlli.r old, which;s 14% 
higlcr \han for non -p1lrlioipatillg areas, Sca w,w1.kidsvotinaUG\l,orq.!, 

A~ rart 01 tne Kids Voting USA service, 'D:;lLJbleCJd Democr~cy' (SeE! 
_w_kic1w"Ii<!(JU'li~.Qru/DwlJl~Clickf~ltr",a"!l) 1'0''''" OOV<JIOPW 10 .. Iluw students to 
participate In an authentiC voting cxpenence using a web-oo.sed IJ{ltlrlq ~VS1"m_ 
Too onlirw ballots replicate the candidates and i$sues adutts 'IOU) far, nnd provide 



student5 with practic8 balots which hIIve links to C/lndidate biographies and other 
r~sovrces, Abou135,OOO studerlts partio;:ipated dufing the 2004 pr85idental 
",kli;tiooG. 

'Taen~ N2 Palrli<;s' is ~ US·base<:! weMile \Which DtIers young people M 
qJportUf1it~ to participate in <.IiscussiorJ fOf\lms QO tOpics such as the KQnOO1~, 
foreign policy, goneral pomical ~ucs, ani'T\a~ and tile environment. Provision is 
al30 made lor young people to contribute to discussiorni ul\der!he banner of 'left 
I'oirog dial' and 'fight wing corner'. S,*, wwwJee<1sn2W'!icsCQm!forunsl 

\< ,-"-(~. -"-c~~-',--;-__ +-"H~) ~ __ ,.,--~--,----
(,' r (I',' 
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Political perties 

The 2004 Yoong Au~tra~"n 01 the Y""" I lugh Fvam, h"" ~ugge~\ed that )'Clung 
people teel shut out 01 mafnstream party politics. 

The lorrn ~ ,aueenslMld St~te youth Advisory Counc~ told the r.ommitt~ Ihallhe 
'.su,"" ,.Ud,-"" • ...J L>y f>Ulit",,,1 p,.rl;"~ , p.1I1ic ... ~rly "'\ ~1""'li<>n li", .. , ,.r~ dOnli~"'t oo;;l by 
thoS(I relevant to oldar pOOpl(l and our agalng population. 

i2~m;t£!~{ ,,~~f\(~'f.~'ft~;:·:~~~'·:~?;!~{~l~t:}r 
No\"( idea3 

Dr Ari;<OOe Vrant;ln, OII<!cturlilf at Ih'" Univllrs~~ of Syd""y, r~s!!arche~ young 
Pll(lplG and poIllIcs. SM wr~os that. 'The ono area of pa;l'iiclpatlon that fllmains 
10'1.' for young people, and indeed tor mo~t Australiana, is memoorship cl po!ticnl 
p"rti",~ R/iloor than labelling party membership o"CI"" ilS ilr~thy, Wf! ought 10 
s .... how url~ppea~ng pojitical parties have be<;om!!. And it is up 10 P~ltieS to 
In'lol",e a new generation. Tlun might nO! be by way of formal memoor$hlp; 
1fl3tead, parties mighl consult )'Oung ~opl~ on ~3ue3 rete~8.nt to their lives' {see 
VromE'n)_ 

In the US, a rm.tionwK:!c study of youth mtituoos found that young people \'iQm 
active i"1 their commlJll~ies but not concerned about po~tics. Aa nn o[Joomo 01 
that "t"rly, 1\ strO!!tegy adopted to ',,-coonect YOllth I~ d~moc,ocy i.~ that, d~ri"\l 
.. lr/ctioo ~~",~>iigrl", Ill .. ",.,di~ of(", yuulh·r",xI .. ratw candidat", deba~e~ (see 
Na1ional ASSOCiation of Secretaries 01 State) 



.'. 

Politician 

---'-----'--
, , 

Many research studies in Australia and intcrl\ntionolly reveal that YOlJl1g peopla arc 
cynical about the oooaviour of politici~n~. 

~ How can pclitioons Iherilselves reSlCreVle fWth of young people in 
lil democracy? 

N"w 00,," 

Dr Ariadne Vroown says flat poHticia,ns onlyOOllsider young people whon thoy 
present a problem: that YOUllg people tend to b<! talked attoul rnlher than talked 
with; and that YOU"!! pea",,",'. rer,p,",ctivM are r~lely included in public Mb~te_ 
nr Vromen sI.<Jgests that wilal is needed is dinid vvid .. r"'i> 01 YO''''9 people's 
'''!X'<i'''l~''S "nd ar9urmonts basoo on s~'Ch ividiln.."" (;<09 Vrofmm). 

In loo United Stales, Canada Md the Ur1Ited Kingdom, where voting 1311'\ 
comp~lsOf)'. it ha~ b~en shown that cont<tcl with political par!ifls and clll1didates ~ 
>In imrortanl element 01 '9,+ooHhe-vote' strategL,.. FoflowirJg the 2001 British 
!i~''''r .. 1 election, th9 UK Eklctorill Commission identilied ~ i:JCk 01 canv.ssir>g by 
pclltlclans ss a likely roru;on fOI dis()(ltisfaclion (arx:llow turl1(lut) runonll first-time 

i ' ~----------'---

, 

Bolng heard 

Wh~c young people m~y be turned off poiltics as It ctJl"rently operates. ma~y 
5tuciie~ and survey" Mw, fourKl I!!at )"l tJng peopl~ ar~ """-Y int"'r"~led i n trlti<::~ I 
issues important to th~. Tlw cfl ill~l1g .. IQ, gwverrHn~"I~ is IQ ,,"gilg~ ,.jth YOl.Xlg 
jJE!OpfB, and th .. first Ihing that young poop~ say Is that they want to be heald. 

9) H~v .. you us&d ally of Ih~ .qovfJmmf'nl O(JpQrtunilf.,s 10 vakIF ywr opillk",,­
,l{1t. OlWulls5lJaS? HowetfeclN$ was it? 



NI'lW ideas 

In WCClem AU3tralia.lIle Ci\1ic3 Md C~izeni'lhip Unit il lt'le Department of Premier 
2nd Qlhiroet aim~ to "nhance democracy in that Slate tnrough civics eOu<-.alion 
and tile 1J'QmQtk.>n "I i(Il activ .. c~iz6nry. Th .. ~Iis ~ ~omm~f1ity ..twre .. 1 
Westt)m A~stmlians ero vntuea as cttizens, WI1cra th<ly play a sign~ieant role In 
SIllling policy priorities and ¥o'!>l\re th"y help shape 11'1", nature 01 their ~ociety (~ee: 
wwwc~'zenscape wlI_QOY_aLVI. 
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In 2003. !hoe Commission for Chikhn and YQUn~ People w~s iflllited 10 pa.'tO::lpllj~ 
in a c~mmittw for tIla dowelopment of a sports <lOO rocreawn r;u:ili'.y ror ,,, .. ,, .. Jtl~ 
poople on Palm Island in North Queensland. The commission underi n9d \tUI 
impoltance of lIle oommittee a3kinQ young people what rfleywnrltcd. The iSsue 
lat th<'! CciTvni~~ion IIL/~" not M mLr-h 'h-Jw 00 ..... involve chi/dr~n in thl') building 
uf lI,b IdUlily"wj 'dll"" "'I<JW rh wo< yttl Ib", (adlily ij.., diU"" w,,""l?"". 

In 2000, in Parramatta in Syllnoy. e Youth Jury presented young PWIJ{Q with 
pIllctiooi oppol'tunities to learn and disouss the diveroe interes\(l and concorns 01 ~ 
wide variety 01 young peGf1l1! ,,~ro~~ 11'1" Pamlmlltli! region .. r .... ttieipllnls 1!lIIrned 
~bout team ",ark, fl89Otiation skils 0l0d the powers of government. Th;" /'onahlflrl 
:holm to form , .... 6stic r""omm~n<.Iatio"~ tu support the "",I!d~ of (hI? ccH\lctive 
youth of Parramalta. 

The aim of th .. Yoi.ilh Jury was to assi&t w~M bridqinll racial intol .. ranc~ ,,,,d 
cultural divcrslly am0l19 young people of P;JJramlltta. 

The lecorrmendntions Of the Youth Jury were aimed at key 90\1emmen! and 
community orgllnislllions 01 f'arrllmBtta .. 



Taking action 

YOUr1\l pli<JpI .. W~llt to bw .. ctil'Olly involvi>d in diimocracy. Voting at ",Iectior"l is only 
onc way 01 being involved in a democratic oooicty. 

~ W1ifch Of the folloWIng 8(;f/v1(Ies haVe yw oarrfed out, C(vl'OIIrd YoU lib ro carry 
if( out? ' 

Activity 

Valunl .... ring 

o-.;tiali<1g Of partlcipali;g in ~ local )'Out~ ""*"t 
~",1in!:l or ~iqninq ~ pe1ition 

An"ndnj a rally or p""eSl 

T ~kjng P'rl in a ~M~e 

B~lng a membQr of a polnlcal part)' 

~ng a "",mber of a trllde 0000 

8~r.g a member of a ~!udon! vnion 

S";''Ij .. n",rnl"" of a 1\OI1-80w"""",,1 
ofganiMoon ...... ch IObbios g(\\l(!mmont (c_g, The 

IV_moss 50.:"11'. ~ty O1t .. not;onol, 

Cir~..,..) 

Gonte.<>!ing" politicie.n or ~I government 
r,n lJn"ilor 

Partioipating in a Youth Parliamont 

Being in ..... voo "'" You.] Courd 

Being [,wolved in en or~~ni~ation which 3eek~ to 
"'P,",oofll U,e view. 01 young ~ople (e_Q Y",-,l'J 
Ausfrollan Rural N~<)(I;) 

!fa_e <10"" Wo~l~ , ... to 
(;'orx) ~ (, at -.:) 

Q -:'1 

0 :2] 

C :..J 

Cl ~ 

'" () 

'3 ::::J 

I::::J tJ 
Cl CJ 

n [J 

;"1 Cl 

CJ LJ 
~~l r"J 

3. 0 

Youn.., pImple say that to be engaged in democracy they need thirl9G ~uch a&: 

jnklrmatioo; 

opoonun.IGs la acti\IGly engage ~ democracy: 

Il.I1 idell. Il.bout whll.t CM be Il.ch"'ved rM.l~ticll.lly; 

spo.c ... in which 10 rrlWl ,."d di~~u~~, ,.mj 

aoecns to tM internet, pIlctocopiers, C1C. 

® W/'I.:lJ assist.Ince or enooura(}Bmrml do yO!l no>oo Hom gOVf!tnl/WI1/ IQ take 
p'l tJctlon Gbo!Jf Iho It$lJOS YOU feci passionmo about? 

NRW kIf!~~ 

Bristlane City Council MS aevelopecI 'Y1sitlle 1r1~', a websit .. ",,~ich ",kw . .,; ),00"9 
people to Mw: <l say in the Cooncll'S progr8ms. The w()bI;~c corl1alns il !ormatio~ 

abou; /){]w young p~",,;" "Rn MV,", 1hRir ~"y, ev"nt~ ior yauno people. I"~~ la 



resources Md a forum through whK:1l ycung poopl!! can ~xpr!!s:I tIl~iropini<lns. 
The Cauncill1as also provided young ~~ with areas around BrisbMt'! where 
t~y.C'ifl cornll toglltllllf to milll and organise activltles and projllC\I; of intllrll~t 10 
tIIem. ll1esc areas arc oocessible to YOltflg people and wel resourocd (sac 
\WNI. \li!\ib le· in I< .nm!). 

Thll Victorian GO\lemment produced a handbook.lor young people on how tIllIY 
can creato chance in their community. '11le handbOOk prollides suggestions on 
Mw yt)!.Jng people can 8et active on a project lhey ~I pMsloMte /IOOut. 1100 hoVl 
!hey can impt...Tl1i'l111l1al projed (see WI'Iw)'Q!III!.yic.QQ\!.IWll<1tIllTYPSOO2kH'ct!). 

The Foundation for Young Australians is a non'prot, organisation deooatcd 10 
de\leloping irloovafiv!! inil;atives thllt .5upporLmd empower young people ~ged 12 
to) ~5. The Faundalion prDIIides s"e<.:j.jund<n~ for ideas, proactively seeKS co· 
h .... ding kl ~UPp<Jrt initJatjvlIs ~nd hlllps the fllClpklnts ~tructul"llth .. ms6Ives 10 
aI16ure long·term sustainabilit)'. Each year, the Frn.mdation manages a portlolla of 
orants fotaltng IIbout $6 million. AllellSt 25'%. eltoml grant funding;.'I dedicated re 
initial,,,,,s .5poc:il""~ly designed to benefit young Iodigt'!OOUs Australian. (""" 
w-NW_vorngaustralian$_org). 

i '~lroIt> can)/,IJlili9silnd1riflndSP/ay irlg9lfliJ9'~ iJOOPifJ ai;"fioro _~JJd 
InVOlved wtD'I aemoo:::rocy? -, ", ' 

New ideas 

Th~ vo~ Elooto.-al Study (YES) found t!\"t parontc "'" 'O>Qan:k>d by l"'Uf'9 
people as the mOS1 important source 01 infnrmmion about votil1\l. Television iUld 
newspapers are the nex1 mo~1 importan1, however yeung people vieVlthc(m l:inor 
Murc",~ with ~mn'" .5Cepticj~m_ 

, .c~J_Li._JL, ,_ \I\' ~I " , ' '-'---~-'C\~~~--""7-~4L--;'----
f~.'.--.--' ".-~.J..I ~~ __ ~~~~" __ _ , 

, ..... , , --_._---
__ 'clc'.c'c'__·' 'r -' ___ . _____ _ '----'---. '""--'--"-' -_._--

~ What role can f/O(J -{)o'f'ommem founootioos or commr..mity orQllnisaiions pMy 
J!f If! getting young poople Ifdill8 and irlV~ with OOIll<"J('.t~cy? 

New idoi:as 

ne Inspire ~eunaatlDn (M~ WWW.fl.~O .. P._Ofll~u)lslIna.lO(1al non·pro'i; 
t<>rlr>dRjion whc h aims ta create opportU01 ~i~5 for ye"'9 A1I5Iralii\n~, rrinr.t>"lly 
<tgid b .. lw""" t6 ar>d 25, to hllip lh<;lms9lws ;;Uld othors. Th~ FUUf lu,.; ion 
acknOIl.'kld<j9s that young people VI~nt to m[l~o a pOsitlv~ d~farence In thGir own 



~: ••• ' '',~,. :>-1"- " ~-.o. -""'" •. ". '<" ,,:,._, , ... ":"""_ ~ ___ "'-_,_,,,.;:~,-.~':~n ~., 
--~ ... ""',--~.~~"" - ... '.'- ~., " . ,',. - -_., .. - ,. - ....•.. .. " 

liVes and in their Commlllitil!! You"!:) people are activr.1y i~vol"'ld In the 
davoloprTlftl'lt and de~very 01 all the ~OUr.da~""·~ in~iatiVfi , One inltli.tive, 
'kINow', Ii ....... W-bawd iWNice lI1al wI ~ provide ~oong people WIl, iIllormation 
and '1.IP:KJrI on I\cIw IMy c;.1Il ~e invotved in i!li!oUes Ill' CA~ in It.I!it 
COITII'I'Ut~ tha! !hey 11ft! PU,VlI'III\& .about 

VbeWlrOl VOtJlll Swri~ i& a YOIiJNOOr.Jl.1soo. flOO1)I'(JfiI)"OUII'\ me<li:l aM lrairung 
OIgani$.11ion wnIctI PfO";OO~ \IO'JIIO people 4()ed betwellO 16 and 30 wilt> an on!in" 
fCNm tl'Irough whi::h tflIly can all('.Mf; intOi'lMtioo on 11. r&roge 01 topics, p;ilAi;ipOllw 
In aiSClJ!$IOn.<; with otMr YOII"I~ ~pI" and U!l<."OOl6 inVQjved In the !;Ixc.~ange at 
ltI/omIation w~h othw( yo\Jrlll P'OP~ (&00 WII'\\' ,~wjrO ncO, Rocont inilia!iI/()~ 
~lClud9 'i~ionTraoke( (soo Wl'\W,QieOliOQttaOl<er oet/eU] wnlcl1 ~ent)'OUng 
ptOpIe OUt on tho oa.mpal~ trail n reporte,~ in th,,?OO4 Federal election. Thase 
/cp0tt3 were utilNld by .'IiIo: rll60 !~ti:m. SBS ""dABC~. 

The US Ad Comcil is " OOI'I..pfOI' organlEaloo IIotIIo/1 PI'~. d~ and 
promul81. ~ !iGMoo ca.tnJ)Qion" IV\ :\ mI\!)O) of I59UeS A. reoer.! c""'pAign. 
'Fghl MMne/JIimsm', looo.me<J on impfoWig ~ eiw: M!)'I~1'M<1I .!II'Id IIOter 
p31'1idpt.tlotl. I1 involved lelelri"""".rId ' M>:> MS;>Iime<! al ')etIing youf19 P"Cpkt 
Ifrtlllve-:l i.' ,"sU/! .• they care about, ¥O .... nl .. ~i"!l """I Il0l''9 (5" 
\!atW, f:gtlmoo r>eg ui ,-.ism ,9 ryl, 

'Flock th~ VOle' 1$ a r'iOn 'prOlit orgilni$4lion \\ohKlIl aims to MgIIQ'8 young peofll~ in 
Ihf potlticJ.1 pfOCCa$ in the U1~ed Slate' Md drllW il.rtMtion to inliOOs ci Concern 
10 ~'QI,J~ 1»Cfl1<'!. 11 <:<><rM1I!OJS 1IOte< regi.i,atbo <Jrivri iiUld w.....-41a,lf) ""url, 10 
IffiSLWA .,. .... "0 pe.:lp!e .. x...-ei'i~ u ... " . iyhl to vo!ij, YwIh NIt/re Is narr.eE.&&(! kl lhe 
pr~ion 01 iI,. ... ~~, m.aoyoi which ICalufl' toi\jh profile ec:tcbottes incIuQrIg 
nlU$IcIan5, adOl!., a~ onC! c.;rnodians. In !he a:004 et<!doCltl" 1.2 milinn 
people l ook aOV<lntage ol llle orgllrllAAlinn.,. noline VOIer regisu.nio" facility, and a 
IUII.'ler 200,000 M\lL.lol!fed as apart cl !/w Rod; UI<i! Vow Bus Tu", iIC'a.S Il'1ll 
C(U'W), <see WIWo'.rcci;UI\M!!!!.co"TJ), 

n ~----,-,_c...~~~ ________ _ 

- ---- ---------- -



There is no. ~etfOl1Tllor 0. submission to the committee. Submissions mo.y be rMde using 
the inquiry response form or in tIl~ form of" letter." subst"nJiaJ paper or a short 
doc'snent an<l1hey may ino;;1w., appenoj~\!~. S~bmissior"l m~y coolain facts, opinions, 
argwnents aoo recOrrrrlcnd:l.tions for aSHon. The most wclLil submisstOrli are to the 
point. 

The oommittce would prefcr written submi~sjoo3. ilLS! w~1 also accept submissions on 
audio tape. For wr1l1en .'lubrni:s.sion.'l,. typed Of pn'nted text is preferable. thoug~ legibl", 
hand-wrill,m .ublllis.ioos 'HI! ~<..,,""'abTl!. Numoo.-..,oj payl!~ and, for SUbmi5S:00S in 
.. x~ of 20 page~, a oriel summary and a tabla 0/ cOnlefllS Is also h .. lpful. 

AI submissions must Inckid .. the name and cOntact !!gtaii; of thG pG,.oo onak"19 Un, 
submission. Those making a submission 00 behai1 01 nn organisaHon should Irldlciile at 
what level t!"la ,ubmiuion hM ~n authorised (C\l sub-<:anmittoo. pl"Midoot. OMir. ale.). 

Pu~io officers may makc submissions as privatc indiViduals. However, if miorenoe 1$ 
made in 11. submission to th~'r offici,,1 p:l.~ition. ~ """"Id al30 b<'! made clear tMt the 
submission is made in a private capady_ Submissions from government department! 
sl>ould be autholl!;w in ~",""<lrd~nc ... with normal oopartm\llll;>l ~oceoi.orv_ 

Conlant and I"8lovanco 
A liubmtsslon ma~ cover some or ~I oftho is~ucs raised in the fC6ponse larm. Illl'eu'.d be 
~elpfut ~ submisSions olllllrly stated which i3~U!!s ~III berlg IIddresacd. 

The oommrnee·" usual proooaure is to PUl>ticly release and I~e submis9!ons i~ the 
U,g;tlati .... A.~"embly Not ,,11 ~ubmis,icn 5 will nE!C:eSMlily be publL~Md andla/" tabled. The 
oommitt~ resarws the rii/tt to not p.JbIish ur liibl~ OOIlficiantial.ubmisskf1s. Or 
submissioos which ar .. ifrotllvant, contain scurriloUs or (kIiamatorv mat .. rioJ, Of ar .. 
othelWlse not suitable for publishing. The eornmiltce will iI1Jorm you if it ctecides nDt to 
aooopt. or not 10 authorise the publicafion 0/. YOU( submission. 

Confidentj"lity 

n", wmmittee ~ltemp!5 to conduct its I1quirie. I1Ihe most open way fX'Mihl~_ However. 
'f you boolitow Ih~1 your . ubmission (or part of it) "houid not IR mdd~ puUi;:. clearly Wf~" 
'co.nfi:!ontlaf on each page and. iI1 a brief covcring letter, explain why yow submis"ion 
should be tro1ll0d conficto~tially. The committee will then COI1sidor ycur raquest tor 
confi::lenl",lty. 

UM~thorisecl Release 

Onoo the commiUee re<:eivv-s iiI submis~ior1, it i:>!x:omes commitlee property and 5hnukJ 
!lot w po,rbHshlid "'ithout tha comm ittoo'$ authorisation. Publication of a "uboni!isl<", 
w11!10i.rt the commmco·s authorisation means that that poo~cation is not pr~tected by 
parliwnentllry priliiiege and may amount to ~ r.r>ntempi ot rartillmenl_ 

nRI!'lRANF OLD 4000 



Sl.lbml~slonli cloSII on We(ln2S(!ay, 31) NoV(!mber 2005 

Extensons to the oJooinQ date ma~ tlo liven, a you n(l(ld more time to make 11. 
submi~ion, or il)'OU r!!quir'" further !nlmmatian, contad the committee's secretarial on: 

Telephone: {07) 3406 7307 
Fax: (07) 3400 7070 
E rnai I: :~ .. rg j) pari ;amlln1.qld, Q9v.ay 

Copies of this paper and all otht!r plJb!ic:?tions hy 111" L"'giH Md CDn~!itulian~ Committee 
Me av<,ilable 00 the Internet via the COfIllllittee's hom~ pag& a\: 
www.pallia ... ~nty!d.1!9V ... LJlcom m itt8 .. ~1I ~ at r!lV 11 Im 
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