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Cu rrently there is a par1lamentary cOmmittee enquiry Into young people's 
engallcmcnt in democrscy in Queensland. 

The commiMee aims to r~ommen.:J practical ways to incre6.~ Y()(11Ig people's 
in terest and meaningful eng!lgeffif'.n! In demncfacv In Queensl.:md . 

The commineo wanlS 10 hear the views 01 !he people ul Queensland, 
pctrticulall'l those a4;Jed Ixtt~1I 12 and 25 yeaJS. 

A response k1fm and a quick potl have bIlen [l"Ilroollr.P.d thOI sel:l OUI t:pecific 
issuf>_'1 on which IhA C(Vl1m ll1~ would lim feedback (see at1ached.) The 
r.1(]!'>ino ntl1fl lor sll t1 ml!';r, ionc Is 30 November, 2005. 

I encourage you to participatClin thiS very important J"l{I rl lllmenlnry process. 

Yours sincerely. 

Barlmffl Stone MP 
State Member for Sprlngwood 

Proudly fopfOsontlng 5pringwood, Rocfw'c/;,/e- South, 
Daisy Hill, Sh;Jiktr Pltrk, Log/Jnholm~, CDrnuDia and Pfllwrtfllifl 



i. 

RESPONSE FORM 

Tl>t: Rc .... o:h D~ 
L~I, ern._ and M mIr>.""t\lQ R .. iQw Com.m~"'" 

P "";omen! Hou:s~ 
Goo'94' S!,~! 
[\(iobarl! <M -'000 

Or lax it k> n7 ~ 7nm 
Or omal rt It> ! OiJ(Q"h')<t...ilrn<_ej.'li~J.lJ!'UJI 
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The aim of this inq..;ry is 10 maka practicAl recornmend~llon~ IQ 
increMe the inlereslllnd participatkm of )/<lung peop/e in democracy" 
Queensland. 

Th" "<XT"fHilt~ ... want" tll h ... ~r from young people, in particoiar, about: 

'" wl,at i" n~eded in Ql1",erlsl~nd; 

;» what wm W(lrt;; 

?i wMt wool; .. nd 

,,;, what you want to do or e~parienoe. 

Wo Mll!fO also like 10 hear from a. people" Queensland who have an 
intereSl in young peopic. or in young poople engaging in demccrocy. 

To hO'lp you to Ihink "bout, di,cus~ "od '''~VOOd la malllOls ,eI""anl to 
the ;"quil)'. we ha"", s~t out below 50me 



,.: ' 

Educalionllnfonnalion 

II is the job of the E:ecloraJ CommiMioo QlJe<'!nsland (EGO) to ~rIIlure Ihai people 
enrol and vote at e1ectioos. To do this, the ECQ uses educatiCMl and awareneM 
programs ( ... y. ",,"It;ards, po:otlimi and school vistts). 

~ What,'oookHf~,ECQ dO 00tta- or ~ ta get ij$ me$sageacrJjss /Q 
P.l young fJf/OPk11 ' . " - --

New idellQ 

10 2003, Ek>dioos ~nada partrwrlKl wtth CatJlllln \till Classroom to oovelop a 
IlIOW "",1 .. , ~"""-tioo pl'OQrllm for student:;. includin\i '" contest c~lIlIenglng peopl .. 
3\led 16 10 18 10 create 3O-secoild public sarvice Il11nouocements on video lelling 
their peers why Ill'" d.!!r!'K'l(:r~tic proc.ess and voting ar~ important. 

ThiJ United Kiogoo.n Ekiclofal Commission's 'Do PoI~k:s' alms to 9"t yuung 
PIIOPle involVed in democracy. 11 may 00 aooessecl at: ~ .. dopoHtlfCWQ,ul\. 'Do 
PoI~ics' OOildLJCts work~ and events. and provides reseurces and Iminin~ 
001099 \he UK for young people_ 

'" Auslra~a. the Youth Elwcloral Stwdy (YES) lound that sume ir:c ..... li ..... " would 
a\tfa~1 a first vole, Young people said a tax break: er !hi) use 01 promOliooal roel<; 
eoocer.s woiJId Oe \he moot effective incenti-Jes, but t!1ere was aroo somo SUPPQfI 
ior the noiiO<1ihat incenti-.~ .• hoo.tld root ~ need<!'d as vrning L, a responsibility 
that comeS with citizenship. 

~ Mc.((. Co(iL"-"i-s, -rd\ lA'!,. '.r--.u« r .. .lOQ'--X'~", 6l.lh 
.... ·';;.sA-ne: . CQV"!!'''t) ~ ,Qc:.hool, ""00 cuI-
IntoJ'<'\o.\\Gf\ I>_~S ____ f-t:?~~\-'CO\..s t C..:'), Sc.'<"'dClt s 

--<!<""""!!.Jdv"",«\",-_~._ . . ~ ___ .~ ______ ~ 

Vot .. r registration 

In Austral;a, each p .. rson musl c()fnpj~te an .. "wln",,,\ form tQ r"gist",( 10 \lQte. 

ro How ·oo/Jkf I~ ECO makB it easier for young peopllHo fffirol "od ;-"""""'" 
In regf~redw-wte? 

New ideas 

In S~ ~nuntri£,s. registration i~ don", by the government 50 that people are 
au\o01alic ... "¥ regi~tef .. d WhOMl thl/Y 19ach votirlg 1jQ1l. An i~t"rn:ational report"~ 
tm. Im:titlit8 lor DemocIW¥ and Eloctorat AG5illtanco. Youth Voter PattlclpaJlon, 
GU~gcs:G automatic reg~lrlltion by the gov~rnment ~ther ln ~ n it beln~ a dut~ of 
e~ch p"r .• nn t~ <!'nrol. 

Other countrKls ooab:e people to rcgistClr ~t a poMt'(lCJ station on alaetion day, or 
on-nnQ. 

In CM~,da, Elec1ioos Canada idilftlili...s P"09"" who haw tlKn",,", 18 i~rough 
in"." ",alion provided by, for IIxamplll, !hll tax ellicg, and motor whicle r"'list",". 
Tn9 ChillI Electo,al OtrieCf wri1~S to [hoGC people to aGk 1hom 10 contirm mat thgy 
()le C:igib!e to vote Bnd conaent to OO,,,g inclooed in Ihe na\lO!lal reQ,ster. 



Polling 5Iatiol'I!' 

In Q\NQnslal'ld, poUing stations are U$ua~y localed in schools 01 halls and am open 
ootwron 8am and Gpm. 

iR How could too ECQ m.:Jke ~.oas/orfor: young poop/o'to.iilSt their vors? 

New idells 

In r<o:;",,1 Can<tdian elll'Ctions, EI\/ctions Canada introolJcl/d more I"JIls., bcations 
to which young P90pl€l have easy aooess, such as near stiJdent resldoocijs ana 
lInivoroty neiQl'toOl!fhc.ods. 

In Can..dil, rolling stations are open for 12 hoots_ 

Dol€lgatiulo: from till;! Australian Eloctoral Commission and thg Victorian Ek1ctural 
Commission obsolVcd olectronic 'I01in<;l processcs Ilt CiCCtlCI)fl in Iho USA, UK 
and Ireland Detw~en 2000 and 2002. The deleg~lic'13 considered the ditferenl 
oplion~ th"t Me a .. allable, their adv8ntages 8nd disadvantages ""d now eNOh 
option wuuid suit Australia's 'o'OIOlg s\'$tems. Thll dlllegaticns Il!~OInm;;!nd'j(! e­
I".lting 00 made alia_able 10 certain classes of votors including voters ill Antarctica, 
votcrs in remote localions, voters with a overseas votCIG ( 

A roc,lOt rllPOM or the V1olorian Scrutiny of AOIe and Regulations CofTl{]'.lttgg, 
Yioloi'KJn 8ccltoni<; Dcmocrrlcy, OOll3idctcd cieOlrolllo O'Otillg, It rcoommondod 
that Viclorllln elec~on~ 5hould not M oonduc.t ... rl r~fTl<'It~ly via information ~nd 
crrnmullit:,.tions lechnologies it! the near futu,e, but identified th .. JoHowirog kl!Y 
adv8ntages 01 rglllOI .. votiny $ysterlls; 

MSY lO:'G('ss for travellers and disabled p9Ople; 

pro'<iding an Il>t~rf,.,....., for other t<'lCImrl"9i .. ~ ~lJ<",h <'Is !>C"'Bn m"del~. Bra,le 
computers, magl")i(igrs or aitgrnativ," dat. ",ntry systgms; 

RJlowing for thB "'My and cheap distributioo 01 balGt pape~ ie difl ..... nt 
lar.go;ages, 

"'slanta~ous procg5sing;.nd 

allowing voters to access a wide ran9'" 01 oIlwr hformation while con~i::Il!rillg 
,md c'asling lhijir 'lOt!>. 

~ ----'1"--.\ '::0_~ ___ .wH-'<:J~ __ A:.s~_ i " _g;}_-<d_<:.kr~~ ___ 



Advanoc vOllng 

Curren~y n OJeeMland, ri you CM't vde at your ne~rest pollin!l booth an the day 
{}/ ~ !tate election, 5~aI arrangements can be mad~ fur you lO ca.t YOLl' voI", 
$och as by advance voting in person Of postal voting. These options are available 
In OrilY some circumstaooes - for e)(arnpie. it you: w~1 be in\er3!l!\e on pallllQ day: 
hllV8 !I. diMh~ity; or can't VOle an that day because ot re!igklll5 be~efs. For further 
information, see www.!!<.1l.gld.QOv.jlU. 

m ~:~~'dZ~:~:!;n~··:t4:~~{¥t,f::eri{I::= 
IXxKfJtfofI§tc,ifoso'l.- ";' •.. ' " ",' , 

New ideM 

In 1119 UK, postal votlna is available to any oligiblo VOler on raquaSI. J, pcr~on may 
app!ytor postnl VOIinQ for a particular electiol1. lor a certain period of time or tor eH 
future election~. 

To faci~\ate VO~"9, 111", ~taw gowmm<int OQuld dgcl~n9 1tl9 day 01 i; statlil liIi9ction 
a public hoUday Of $Chedllla an election lor a day other than a Saturday, 

In Mure. ~ electronic ~oting were to be inlroducl!-d. fnr ~x~mple. ~ need oat ~ 
MC",ss~rylo h~~e an 'election day', with a l voles cast 0fI the same day. Voting 
collkf take ptOlCQ, for ~x~m""l!, owr an '1!1<lction wwl<.'. 

~ ?v.'d\C 

--- -------------

Close of rolls 

C~~tly, all ... a ~1~1" I!~ion is call1ld, poopl9 haw Imtwaan 5 and 7 da\'ll te 
rl!qist~r to vota. 

~ DoyOO lh¥!S/JImg pwpJ'Hx)(JId,b~ dfsartolal'(/ag~ 'If mm WIIS' 00. CflPOrtlJl!f1Y 
K' fe>fillIT)# a/ler an elcctionJs.C:J1IOd? ,'. 

New i(jQ® 

Prior to tll .. 2004 fi>de,,,,ll!iectian, th .. Spsc;"1 MinistE<r at Stat9, Eric Abet.>: 
p-ropos~d that: 

t~e electoral roll be clo~oo to nev, vol",," on I~e day Ihe "'~on w,rt~ """lid he 
j~sued (LI~u~lly the day the election is announc...J), and 

poopkil wishing ~o cha~o tOOir cnroim()flj dClUils be given Ihree day:; \c do ~O, 

This pruposil.1 did not proceed as II was not suppartOd by the non-goverrwTlant 
parties. 

~ ~\ ?J~!-. < ___ <W:lL~ ;~ ::1-~~,fu~t-_, .. -£lLGi;fI&. 
ei'b'~_. ",_, ~, ... ,, ________ ... __________________ .. 



Fired llll!'Ction day 

In QueM~laoo, there is nO fixed el'l'Ctioo day for state e:octions. 

A filted ~Iect;on day could alow improved civics edJcation CO(Jr~ ~_~, mock·<!!/!ctions 
«nu other slIalt<gieli liIocooraginQ young PIIOJp~'s \/fI\la~\'rn"fll with elections 10 be 
plan~{)(j in advance ((lOO Milner). For oxomple, u hod election day would allow 
civic!! educal<:n to plan ar.:l roOOLJct their OOUf"!!es in pamRel with an elec1'on 
campafgl 

(#) Do you think improvi;id civfcs education ;SI! WO/fhwhiI .. reil,",," far govemmenl 
J!' 10 ~"fXlsid"r iI ch«ngfllo iix~ ffllm ~~s? ' 

,t!QIII ide3$ 

In Quefflslan:l. e~\ions (or all local government au!ho>"ities arl'l ge""",,11y nllld 
W<Of',' 101>'" y",ars on th/iIlalit Sa1urday in March, 

~ Ho 

New voting system 

In Queen~lam!. B. s~stem ot ophonal preferential yoUng i3 use(!, A (am woet aboul 
'OPV ~ ava~lIb1e from' vlWW,eca_QId,oov_au_ 

Doyoolhinir YO!JIIfJ~ ffiOuId ~mDreiit(ei'l to 1I0ta if the voting systc'll'1 
was dlanged so that candidates running (Xl (El1an issuesDf pHticu/ar infBrest 
IQYD<R'l9 p~ wiKWmoo,lik6ly<lo g6! elfICifJc{'ilild haw ",..,;i;e in 
paflfamGllt? 

Newjdeas 

Appendix D wrnaln. a re\llsed vernkJn of iI p;tV~' '" wp~r...J ''-'I c'" ;, lqu; .. ~, fi..l,~t., 
0'1 Plu'Jixmrmt, by tOO Legal and ConstllllllOl1al Committ .... at lI'" previou. 
Pallment. I1 provides iolormation about our votinQ sYEICm and ways it miClhl be 
chi'll\gf!d 10 prO'Jide more diversity in candidatM who mi\jht De elected. 

As in Ooo .. nsland, lhoi vo1ing iOysllim ill th~ UK make3 it very diffiCllU /r>r 
calKlidat"s from minor parties tQ g .. 1 ~I"ct"d, fn May 2005, ~om<i' 500,000 school 
students in the UK ~otod in a moofi: cJccticn to oolncide WIth [00 gIlooral "teeliur,... 
Ihe ~tuden~ voted for t~ 3Clual CIIndidlll~. I he results snowod that thO 
...turf"",!.'; W""e attracleci to parti~s whi~.h ran ~anrJirf"tes 00 certain i3:W8S: tor 
.. x"mpl<i', ~tudiHIIs who fall p~ssiDn .. I .. .,bout th .. in~"onment vot~d 10' IM ",,,,:on 
Party, Despite la~ing 10 have a slngla carrdidate returned ill t~'" lI'" ' .... at ~'"ctio"s, 
the Green Party secured 4t> oot 01 a possible 34(l SCillS in the mook a'octlon. 

FrOfQf1iorJal represeotation I'Oj~lg, whkh is llSeoJ 10' Senat~ ..,~~ti""s In Australia, 
provides groat~r opptlrtvnitv for minor ?artiQ. to win seals. 

'" _ Y""-~"""'-~-"-""i'~ -""<-__ V"L<>'- ___ ~<:OQid-'j 
_hL ____ _ 



Voting age 
In Australia, you must !le 18 years old 10 VOle , Tile m(nimum ~otinQ aQe In other 
colJOlrie~ r~1>!}e'" from 15 10 21, 

Th~ minimum agEl'! Mt by th~ I<lw fnr ..,ther aMivitie .• I1re Ii~\ed in nppendix B, 

fa ~~'d:~ltf:r~.J~::~~~:VZYJ:n='fftflQ 
Now idellS 

In April 2004, following i projoct o~ tile ilg<.l 01 ,;olector.d majority. the United 
Kingdom El6Clorat CommUion r9COmmondlld that Ihll mirlirn\Jl11 agelor al leve~ 
of ~o~ng in public oloclions In the UK Icmain at 16 yearn forltle lime OOjng. n~ 
lJK EleelotnJ Commission .Ildvised, ho1'l'eW:r, that rt expected to UI100nnkc a 
further formal re,,;8w oIlla m<nimum voting age within a further !ive to seven 
\' .. ""', It encour"9~"<i the Y"""mm .. nt I" """$i<llO, in~;"tifl9 a widoor re";"", <>f!h .. 
.. ga of majofity. 

In 2000, a report on changing ~ocie.llIIld !/!gal frnmewor'rls tor ycur;g Austrarl3.ns 
t()IJnd that, despite some interest in gelling more >nVCIIIlOO in their rorrmunitf and 
in IP"....an..nt decisioo-making Pnx>!lsS<:!s, I"JU'l9 people lII",re q,,;!e ret JCIant kl 
claim tIl8 rlghl and respooiibHityof hilvlng Ih .. vot .. youngllr Ih"ll at age 18. The 
majority {74%) of young poopt(l invoNC'd in!hc Icsearch saki !hat th8y Wllfli r<.>t 
rIlady or interested in getling invol'led in lOOT1.1l1 politic.lll processes such as voting 
before they were 18. The ir parents agreed, with ~ majority (Gl%) sugge~ting lhat 
)'Jl.Xlg peopll< .. , <1 not milt"'<I .tI1ough and not inIQrilst<idin voting belw.1hey are 
18, and that young people under 18 have otller pressures to conl/IJnt imd car-tend 
wiltl (see Carson. fitzgerald and Roche), 

Compulsoryvoting was intrOduced in Ouaenslaoo in 1914 and by thf! 
Commonwealth in 1924. R .... ..-,m;h by Milner (publi.h"d in Civic LilefllCY: How 
1nf00000OO CiflJ'ens Mak9 Democracy WOf1(, Unlvarslty F'ress ot Nllw E~g!and, 
Hanover. 2002) Incticate3 thal tile effect of introduCing compumory ~(lIiIlg In 
Austral .. wa.' fa bring "bout ~ 28" ... (W .. .rn~ incre.!lse in ~otinC , 

"""-"- - - - ---~" " "---~-

Education In schools 
In Quccn~ond schools, there is no !l~bjoct called 'civiw education' 01 'cllzallShip 
"'rlucatioo'_ Prim",ry ~nd AACondNy students I~am IlOOUt democrllcy, inoll,iding 
parliament. govemmenl and .. lections, in a nurrber of different subjects . Students 
alsa GxpalkmcG dOlnOcracy at ~chool.lar exampla throu\lh slec\ion~ f()l ~hool 
council members aM{OI schoollcadcm. 

Ed~~il\ior, ilb<lU\ dem"~ril"Y 
Addi10nal aoucalionul opportun!liotl rolavant 10 democracy InOlude: 

, 



v~itl; to ~'IJ Qu,*,"sl;ond Parliamilflt, or 10 a rGgional sitting of th~ QLJet'nsl;o.nd 
Parhament, anO eoucalional activ~ies proviOcd by Parliamentary Edl,'ca!ion 
~rvioos: Bnd 

,,'eclQrai ..oocatkm activ~iIJs conOuct9d by the Australian EllICtoral ConmissKm, 
suct) as schOOl visit:,;, 

For students 
What lI'atedV/ie/l .. Md what didyoo enjoy whM you kil!mt ~bo(lt or 
~X;=iflflc~dd(linocracyin yOU( sc{:ii;JQI? 
W/W mOl1l "DOiJIdSCllOal$dQ to Cn~gl,1)t)i1tcv~hteg8fliocl:1ay,and 
p/oPl!re you siJ tlJat yoo Bm,1'ieH inlormed e.ndCoofidoot .8lxii1! engagim; ., 
demCCltlcy? 

For te ... cher~ 

o J:ft/W.',ddtn yiM':'$C~~cnif1idyJCti,fitjUC<lIiCil }md~ciJc,~r;J"/lJo<:fi!cy1' 
l'.l HOllrtx1t.l.l(I studOOts b9 betlerprepartitl tP engage In, 1itim~CY? . . 

New «00 

In prellioos Crlquilie5, ~l~ L"9,,1 ",,<1 OJ<lst~ulioll"J CQl1IrTI~tee and tre l"l:lal and 
ConsUtutional Commin\HlS 01 ttw 4QIh and 50th ParKaITlGl1~ h"vIJ ma~ 
recommendations (ICoU! civics cdUCOlion Pr! Ql.IConGlaml. Similar 
reoommendalions have bt!~n made by m1llly olh ~1 Auslrlllilm bodies irl (ece~t 
y~.!Or~_ A Ir~t of ~"""" of the"'" re<."mm,.~tiO/1.~ l'5 ~P.t out in nppendix C. 

TlI .. Consllmliol1al Centre ofWeslem Al!Stralla was GSlablishoo to GrtCWfilgG 

poop!c of all ngas to lealn about the Western Australian pol~ical ~%\cm and how 
10 II.cti~"1y par1icirll.le in~. 11 OffflrS di~pI~ys on lhe Gonstrtulion ~nd lI~ects of 
"i~n.nship ~nd p:llitic.al history. Tre Electoral Edoclllion Cent, .. i~ inC'Ite<i ""ilnin 
the same ~'(JIn"~x, and provides irJleroctLve programs allowing p>IOplril lO CSS1 a 
vote, discover [hg origins of democracy and ooderstand how lhl! votillQ sysll1m 
woas (soo W\'ffl,ooertre w8.Qoy,aufl!(fux,htmJ, Progmms. o(c~ontM in ways 
which engl!{le young pl!0[lr.., ~"'III~n conductp.d for ~hool 5lucMnl~ visiting the 
('",nlrt'. T "~ch,,, r"~LUr..., ~iG c .... "fkr""'.t ""'--'1 1-" OOJI «on, Re"",,,,,,, bG~"" , on 
variooi tOPO::i arl! available tu sch{)()ls in rllfrKlto! "r~a". In .. <ld1tiOIl, tlw 
Constku~ooal Centra has dGvelOPed an 'Qut Aeach Program' which involv~s a 
n~wOI1<: of local poople in rural and remota areas of WOGlcm Australia tn"oviding 
pr~rams 10 studant3 ill thoS<! II.rell~. Some pro\jfll.mS lire soectt:c to IrdigellOlJs 
Co."'I'YTI ['" ~j,,~. 

A Civics and Clti.en&hip Ed~'Calion w .. bsit~ (which incorporal~s a prlivVu" 
·Discovering Democracy" wobsite) i~ www.Ciyicsand~~.l1jp.fId.J.au. 

'Kds Vr>linQ USA' is ~ n~ti()Jlal non-profit, non_p~rti~n nrg<lniMtinn IMt leacil"~ 
stur:lent5 abolll cili~t!I)ship, civ ;'; r"'fP<lrtSil.>~ily, damocracy and P<l~lo::"l 
par1icipa~oo, Togethar with clasEroom activitKls, Sludlil1lS iHQ provided -.J~h an 
opportuni!), to cast n 'Kids Votirlg· ballot on CIcCliOO ooy, Qmllhcy voto 011 the 
SB:ne cBl'Ldjdat~s and L,,<;tJp.., a" "dui!.,. In 2(104, 1.5 r'r"Wltfnn ~UdMts lu·ned out 10 
vo:e for p<~stdentiai. 1oc~1 and state candidates. Areas with a Kids Voting USA 
I'w!¥«m !lava sr.owod a vorinq ralll rer mgislsroo 18 y\lar ulds which is 14% 
hlghar than fer non-part i'::ipo!ing alOns, Scc WW'W,xtd~votincus£cC!g1, 

~~,~?e, 'DoubleCl:ock I"lamoi-.rar:y' (';IlP. 
dqvr;;iupo;o.l to a~ow stw,"""ts to 
a wab-tJasmJ votiro:< .ystGm. ri,;;;;,;,;,;:,;;;;;;,":;;;;;; ;;';;;;;;;;;;";;,;i:;;C;; odu~~ vow for. :mol pro'lide 



11Vdon13 wrtll practice baftol3 .... 'hjet! hav~ k~ to c~ndidllll') blograpt'fes ~nd other 
re!IC>UfC"~, A.bo11l35.000 studenl1i p.ilrlidpated d~rirlll~'" 2004 I"',,~-u.rnbl 
.~ionL 

'TeeM N2 PoIaics' is III.JS.b>w1d ~e..tldl dfefl ~ people M 
oppotfunily 10 parucipa lv I" d~sion'~ on ~ iud'l U lhB 1IOOI1OOlf. 
ItIr991 poIcy, 9'lnmal POlklooI issucG. ailinG all<J lI1e enWonmenL f'fomlOn 13 
ll!IO maoo tor .,..,uog people 10 eonlr'lltU '" d~"ir><'Is ~r Ill !! bame<' 01 'felt 
\/o'ing chI' IInd 'right wing come". Sw """'w.IWHl,02oof!9 .\i\lInJ1yn.m .... , 

\-.~!g:. M\!)(C; ~&eu.\~oj~s. .J:1!1~'" . 
t"\,.>= Y:J GV(\ d-t:.UQ._~~ .. to i-V'll!. cnL...,.."vvuf'ff-tf 

HO$X- '(t'eb\' ~~'fHJ"S. 

-- ------------
------- - -

Pclilie31 panic. 
The:i004 Young A~trlllilln of !h P. V""r, Hugh Evans. h8S s"999,led that),o''''9 
~eop\f! ~I .• hut out of mainstream pa,ly politics. 

lhe rO!TTler O_lnnd Slale Youth Ad'vllOf)l Councillold tile COInmittOMl thillltw 
"'MM!!. ~,eod boy poi~icalll ... tkn, p;Jrticulariv al9l1lC1iOn lime. aID donIhated by 
lI»w rvkl¥;ml 10 oilier poopIG ancr our ageing populMion. 

• - . . ..... ".- 7_'~ ' ~ ",~, .. < ., •.• ~ _;.-0'., i ~--'-"~" --iiiIO"- -- -" ~.- , .... 
_ _ .~,;.,,:-, .. '-_~-''''_'S~~' -.: ." ...... "-~.~..,.A',~·, ~.'- .. ',,'.i., _~~~.\':-_ .'-
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Or Alladilil VrO .. "'.fl, "Ioctl,ll'ljr 1iI1IM University of Sydnoy, rosoarcl1ee young 
pIH,lplw and poHUcs_ She writCG thnt. ,he one area 01 p.lnrcipntion that rBmsws 
IOw for )IOWtlQ people, IInd Indeed lar mM! Auslr1ll'lIn.1. i:'I m'!mhArMIi? 0' rdi1i:" .... 1 
pal'lles. RIlthH thiln IlIbding pa~ mernb<itrsh ip dlldil'\i ~ apathy, 'iN oughllO 
H& how lXIiiPll~"Ii-I!l p~" patlklc hava oocomo. At\(I ~ 1$ up 10 panl$ 10 
~\'OIYV a now g&nefa~on. TI'IIG mi(tll I'IOt be by way 01 JotTOOi membe~: 
n:llcad. parties mtgtll COIl5Un young P""fII .. nn •••• IJM Mlf!vfU"lt 1(I 1hP.~ lives' (50'S 
VJOO'\el1J . 

In thw US, a natlOIWtlde stvdy ol)'OUll'I £l.ltttude~ Iollla IhDI yo\mg pe<Y,lie ""ert> 
3C(!Vo n thet oommunltlH bUt MOt oCOI1toerned About fl<l1~i('.II . A~ IIn oor."",~ 0' 
IMf 3ludy. 11 ~tmt"oy adopte<:11o Te -connec:t )'<!uth 10 ~ocr.acy is that, duri-1g 
.. lec:tian ~mp""'·'~. 11 .. I ,NUl. " rr .. , )'VUlt]·, I!<><NI .. lw<J ~""IlI\J .. Lw d~lMl ... (~ .... 
Nlotlonal Association of Seoreulto~ 01 StoIC), 
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Polilici3n& 

o""<.A1S, ~(o,"p\~L_ 
_____ ~~c.cc'~s\o '/) ~ 

o::::;Q~G __ e.-tunu~ 

Many research studies In Au~tra'a and intematiooally r~'",allh~t y<lLmg pecple IIrll 
cynir",,1 ahoo,lt tr.e oohalliour 0/ pol~icians 

1) /--Iow CIIn (XIIitic-';;'~ lfum'.'elv"" ra.torafhe fililh of, young fWJpl'" in 
lA democmoy? 

New;d .. ~s 

Dr Ariadne Vromen says thal politiciart~ only cooside, young paople ~n they 
prp-,o;enI ~ problem; that yoong people tood to be talked about rather thlVl t~lk~d 
with; arld !hat yooog ~'~ 1""'~P"'<'ti\les "''' ,,,rely inclu<J .. d if' public dwsla. 
Or V'omIiIn "lI\lg~sw that what Is IlIHldGd l& dlmct evidence ot voung pg~ptij"1i 
9Xpa/1ene~ and ~r .. umcnlll basad on ~tJCh cvidcnoo (soc Vromcn). 

tn the United St~!fl.~. C""iI.<1~ aM th~ lInil~ Kingdom. where ""lino;! ,,,,,I 
CO'"I1puisory. ~ Ms been shoWlllhat contact wll> political partiw ar,d calld;d~tes;s 
an irllporta~t element 0/ 'gilt-Qut,lha-vtljo' slflltogiali. Fol ol'ling loo 2001 British 
general eloction. \00 UK El(:ctoml Commi$SiOl1 ident~ied a laok 01 OQnvussinQ by 
poiItic,an3 as 11 ~kll1y rea30n lor cli3satiM1lCtion (and law tu,r;oul) among lir~l-time 
vO!"'" 

" tM- r i:\L~ 1-0 Hoc to. kd,c' C~·'_ 

--~-,-,.-.----

YW,V.g T-'t"F'Lt ~tcd ~ht CIJf'Af%.-:.....ttlj 

Sein" heard 

While i'OunO i>"Ilr>\l' m~y b~ turned off pol~ic5 as it currently oper~les, many 
studies ""cl survt'ys have luurld that yuur.g pwple ~f'" wry jnlerBst.,.j in pol'tical 
issues mponanl to Itlem. The ohallenge lor governments is to enqage with fOu.'lg 
peOpla. and the first thing that yaUrl\I people say IS that t'rley wani to be ;1earj, 

m Haye YOI.' used .my of lha govcmmcnt appor1lini/l~s 10 voice yotJI QfJ~)lom; 
#~ft atoull;;sues~ Haw ef/eclln WbS W' 

" 



.Ne.!"~ 

In WQ!l.tem AlJstralta, lhe CMcs G/KI CItizenship UIlIIIt1 tne D~nt 01 t>remoer 
md Cabnct aims to enharIee doem<>e.lIGy in that 5~te th~ ei\lics 8dUCIIlm 
/rid t."Ie promotion 01 an aai'tll citi~. n... yo.>;I11~ a community l'rI"rrio'ii ill 
Weslem AU5l!;Ji;u"" are 'I&IIIed as cIItlens, IIfhc(t· Ihcy P!IIY Q lOi(p:Iieoofll roI9lr1 
wttng policy ptlortJcs anJ wtlere tMy help m!!p!! !he neu!! oIlMIr!ltlCiefy (!<et!' 
WW'ft.P!l"lea *"" M . m.goy I" ..... 

Or AofliJdn.il V'Of"\JIl "\IQ!lIISI~ t'lat, 'Youna POO?l~ ~:J\'(I ~ 01000 range ot 
K'onomlc, eocial, ano pO~I!c4I e~peMnces' and that .. !! ~Md to 'create ic.du~ive 
10rTTIG 01 OOVllrn!!!lCe t~at MC""JnLu am build up<l<1 d ilfete<1t ways of "aking 
~munH;"~. Those in pow¥" ~ la ~,;t"" 10 i'QI'llg Pi~1Ii mo.8, ind YOOIl~ 
;.eopt.&'s di~ v_ afld iXp4tioocG£ nood to be :lrtlcul:llOC In the mcdJ.' (sce 
>Jronwn). 

" """'O Te p.0\es . _ _ _ _ ____ _ _ 

- - - -------
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Nr", 2N ! 

In 2003,!ne Commls~an \or C/'ti<ren and Y0IJfl9 People Wa$ In"';l¥d i:> palticip~ 
P() III committe<!l /a' the developrni'n! of Oil ~ports il!ld '\JCn.la~on fOloiiity lor young 
people on Palm I~allu in North OuG9IIsl(ll1d. The Comm/'"~Ion l/nderlinad the 
"npu:~ 01 ttm COOlITlItte(J ~lng J'!)l.fI\l people whallh<lywan1oad. file ~ue 
fllt WI ConYnission W(l3 nol so much 'how<iJ _ ..,""""'" r.hi/rlrttn in It!e hJikfing 
(A IM IllaJlly"'tluI rl!ll>ru ~,., ... do _9iJI the fdCil:1yttlf'l~ wiIIlI1". 

In 2003, io P<l>llIn l ...... 1n 5y<tl ..... a Youth Jury pre$tmlOXI yot:ng proot: 'MIh 
fI'8<:t~ opporlt:nit!qs !O 1G1lfn and <liGclmll lie d;,era II'It8l'e$lS and concem~ 01 a 
'I!ide OIar!«v ()( yoIJl19 pei)p!e &C1'OII,!ho r'1lTl'8t!'Ulit!I mQiof'I. P...nr.iprutt~ ""'1T1ftd 
IDO\J\ teamwont. negoti&lion ."knl<l Md !he 1"'''''''5 019"_",,"*,1. Ttis enabled 
lIIem to fOlrn ... ~Ii-I.tic recoITTI1,,~ation5i \0 S'4')Xlrl \he naeds of the <:olectiv\l 
)'l'l\Itl> of Panama!la. 

Thl!l ~iTI of the Youth Jury wa~ to 01.10511;1 with bfklgi!'o!l raclallttf()leranc~ and 
MlJI"i,.l <Lv..."it~ illTlOIlQ YOIXIg peopfa 01 Parr3lT\all~. 

The NCCI'l\m~ndii;liom- 01 tIlIiI Youm JUrv wele EWnCO 01 key govcmmcrI\ and 
C7IltItunlty organisaOOn:: Cl PalFamlWa. 

~ 
--~ .. ....... .. - .. ..... - .. . 
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Taking IIclion 

Young people want la be actevely invol~ in democracy_ Voting at eloctiom is or>ly 
un", way 01 ~r1\I iwolv~ il a dllmocrillk: iOCi~tv. 

". WJjicfl of'the!r;li(omng iI<;/jVllie~ hiAril! yQitr;airltrJ INt, <)(,Vlwd)tXJ IiIw to C<lrry 
j!~ !lilt? 

"'~!vity 
H~vtI de". Would I):. 10 

(/or:r:) do (i or:<l 

1'~l1f1"'..nog -, ell 
rn;ti.:l~ng or pM...,alillQ In 0 IOODI y()!Jth projQCt ::J iiJ 
Inili.~"9 0I5tg<ling ~ ~ij1ion 

, ej ," 
Men<ling a rally or protMI CJ rtJ 
Ta~;rl!l pan;n a 'In~9 CC CJ 
Bei.-.,; " "",moor 01 " poIil;:;a1 pMy 0 ri 
8ein9 a member 01 a trllrle un;oo 0 Cli 
Selng a ,""mDer 01 R 01",001 ookln U l'I 
Seine ~ rr1<!mbe, 01 ~ r.on-""vemmerli 
organl.alloo ""I::h bbble. 9"""mment I~,g. Th40 
WikJem= Cociety, Aluoe>!y ir1Ie<notX;.nol. 

0 Cli 
!J ''''''P'''''''') ,-/ Ce>r>laC:01g a po~fioian 0/ local QOvemment U 
counc:ilor 

Panic\;lating in a Yaut/1 Partfamem U cl, 
[\ein~ inoolved in a Youth Council 0 ~ 8eing inOONe" in an orgarJi!)aliM ~ ~cok$ to 0 
",!,'A.",n' Ihf. v",,,,, "I ~"''''g ,.... <>r>I ~ (~g Y~t"'O 

Au"'.''''i~" RurHl ""'two<~) 

Younq people s~y that to bo cnQagcd in domocracy thoy nee<:! t~lng$ such aB: 

information; 

an iden llbolit whnt 0011 bo nchi{!vcd rOlllisticaK,.; 

~race.s 10 which !O me!'! and discuss; Md 

aCCQSS 10 100 i11ernel, phOI(lCoplors, atc. 

~ Wlwl otSSisl,mcw (.J{ INK»Urotgem,,"i do you llOi"d from govemmenl to 
J!l aCl/o11 about/hI> fssuss YO(l 100/ paEsicnars abol1l? 

New tdeas 

Brisb,me City Cound hlls developed 'V:s l>l illnk', a _b~it .. ,,"'h""!] anQWS yo"ng 
people 10 have a say i1 1M CV:.mCifS pro~rams, The webslte contaimi inlo;I11~I"-,,, 
obo~l how young peocie CM hay~ ther~ say, events IO~ yoW'q DQO;Jo(!. ~n.~S lO 



resouroas and a forum \I1,ough which young p!Kl!Ii(l can express the~ oplnlons. 
Thv Counc<'l Ms also providod young poople witIl areas around Brisbane wnere 
~cyoon ooma together to meet Md organise activities and projects 01 interest 10 
t1em_ These areas are ~5sibl9 \0 yoully ~9..,<,I _U r'ilSoU!O;;Ii'\l (sw 
'Wffl. vi. ill Ie.in k.o,gIl . 

The VialOIIHn GO\lemment produced a handxlok tor)"Jung people OIl how they 
can create change in their coollTlunily. Th" handbook provid<l. suggestions on 
now \'Oung pwpl<i can get aclNe on a projOc1 they feol pMsionote about, an<.! how 
they can implcmC!11lt1.at project (:Jell"lffl'tl yWlhvic; (J)V.Bui<>!@,PShooI;:l.!4L 

The FO(Jndation for Young Austr~hns is ,. noo·prof~ organisation dooicatQd to 
de""lopio;l irmovatiw in~iatives that ~uppon and empower young people agod 12-
t<) 25. The Foundat1on proWlos sood-lunding lor ideas, proac1ively seeks 00-
f'.mding to suppon initiatiwls and help.~!hl! recipienls strr.x:ture Ihemse~s to 
ensul'8 long-term slIstainability. Each year, the Foundation m;u,age5 a 1"'11Iolio of 
gra.nts total"'9 abou1 $8 rnillkm. At r..a~t 25% 01 tc~ 9,ant funding I" ded!catG<! to 
mi~,,~ul!s !iPIIC~icallydeslgnoo to oonef~ youn~ In(!j~nous Australiru1s (~ee 
www. )"JJ.Jr:1Qal!Stral inns. orgl. 

lOCC"()\-i..JG"':.. ________ _ 

N"w!dws 
Tho Youth [.Je-::toral Uludy (YCS) found th.-!,1 1""".n1~ "'-" ,.......,.,-do;.d lo)" y"''''g 
people II.~ In.. mnst mport"nt source <;i " Ic:o'matioll aoout voting. T I!I<.vis.'Orl and 
MWSpaperS are the n .. "llTlu~1 imponant, ~OW9V9f youn~ PGOpI911i~wlh .. s .. l .. tl9r 
SOl/re",,, wilh soma scapticlsm. 

'" ___ .E~p\e CQ'C'"1~. 'Kl. ~-':! ~'vI._CQ/L __ . 

12 Wh1l/ ro/" CM !)Q{I'g;ow;omm"lll fooll<ia/{l)If$ or community organiiiatiuns pla.y 1:' in get/big ywng Pf/opi9 acliw and invoived with democracy? 

NElW Idea.~ 

The Inspir~ Fuumjation (soo W\vwjn~9Im.org.au) Is a naMnal nOIl-prom 
fo..o<.l:atkm which aim~ 10 create opportunities for YOlX1 Q Aus\rSi:an3. prtl cipalty 
a<,;OO bctwc~n 16 and 25. to help themMIvl!_' ~M nth" .... , Thfl Fcxmr1Rhoo 
s.cknowl<'!:iqe!l th;,t Y"'lnO re-ople want to mal<:e a pos~'v" ddler<<lC",, " their own 



lives Md in thoi! commlJf1ities. YoonC people are actiyel:Y invo/\'ed in tho 
developmt!nt and dP.1ive'Y 0/ all the Fnl!lldation'~ irliti<l.t;"l!s. One iniHalive. 
'AclNovi, is a web-bas...::l i<iIr~ ttlat ... m provid", young pe-ople with iruonTIatioo 
am support on how they can bocOlllaln\!QI1'tl(l in Issuas or callSI;'!; in tlwir 
communrty that they are passionate about. 

VlbeWfr~ Youth S'!fVC~S is a voluriO!t'r-based, '1O<l-pcoj~ you1h media and training 
Ofgll.nisa1ion whk;h provides young poopi!l aged b",tweliln 16 «nd 30 with an unlOoo 
forum through Whictt 1hev can access ifllormalion on a rango of topics, participate 
in discussion~ with nther young poop/I! f!"'; bocame involved in the exchange ot 
information w~h oth...- you"9 pKf>Ilil (s~ www.vibewi<enet). Recent ini~iatives 
incluoo '1IIectionTrac~",r' (sw Wj'iW,el9Ctionlragklilr .",,!leVl whi~-h s",,( yw" g 
poople out on the campnign troil ns reponers in the 2004 Federal election, ThesliI 
reports were LItilised b~ six radio stations, S~S and A8e news. 

Too US Ad Counc~ i ~ a non-prom O(ganisation which ,xOOUces, distributes and 
f"omotc. publ;" s" ... io" oampai!Ol1s on ~ rang" 01 ;,;su,,~. A mC'-~lt c""v,,-ign, 
'F1ght M3I1nequlflism', focUSSCd 0r'I improvinl) yolJlh Oivlo angag9ITlQnt and voIer 
portioipatien, 1I inVOlved teleVlSiOr'I and radio. ads aimed nt <JOtting yooog people 
inloOlved in ~sue~ \hey CNIl abou!, lIOiunlee,i"9 Md ~oIing (~ee 
www/ightm1\m~gyinism org). 

'Rock t~e VQle' Is a non-plolt argan)satlon which a)me to. IIngagl/ young people in 
thc pQliUcaJ process in thG Unitod St(l1CG ond dmw J.ttcn~on to l$sues oloonoern 
10 young people. II coordinate~ voter registration drives an<l edJOatioo offorts to 
"n~LJre )tOlJllO po-ople a~efcise their r~r.t to \IO~. Youth ~uUur" L~ harnessed in the 
prOOlDlion of its .::ampaiyru.;, "'<my ul which f\lalur~ higl1 profile c~lebrities ind~,jing 
muslciaf\S, actors, athletes and comedians. In t~ 2Q011l1eGtions, 1.2 mi'~orl 
DC()IJ1c took. advantage et the organisation'a online VOW! f09iSlralion faClity. and a 
lurther 200,000 r~gi .. tered as ~par1 01 \he Rock th~ Vot ~ Bus foor IlCro<~ the 
.::oontry (see WW"W rccl;:!hevQtecQIll) 

---



TMr~ i~ ne set form for a slJbmi~sion. to tMe committee_ Suhrn~sion~ may be mMe usmg 
t!1", irrqliry r\i'Spons~ form or ill t1m loon 01 a M1III, a substanlial papo;r or a shor1 
document and they may Inokide appendicos, Submissions may conlaln facts, opinions, 
argumenl~ and recommendations for action. The moo! usefw Subml3aions are to tho 
point. 

The r:ommihea woukj preter written suhrnissioos. bu! wi l "Iso ~~pt ~ubmissicns on 
audiG tap.!. For ""iltO'n ~utxnis~ioo". twed or p,inl..o tWd i~ pr ... fll,abkl, t~ legible 
hand·wrlllen slJbmlsslons are acceptable. Numbered pagas and, for submlssfons in 
excesa of ~ page9. €I briet summary and 9. table of conten!s is also hetpll.ll. 

1\11 SubmisSions must inch.ide the nrune and eontaotdeta~s of the person maKng the 
submis1!ion. Those making ~ .'Iubmissioo on beMa/! 01 an organisation stlciJld indicato at 
what 1 ..... 1 th. oubmiuion has b..9n authori~9d ("9 ~ub""omrnittge, rre"ident. dlair. etc_) 

Public officers may make .~lIbmissions ~s prillale indivir:!LJal~_ Ilowev,.,r, it ~Ierence is 
made in a submission to UJeir official pos~io:l, it slvJuId also be made clear that The 
slItJnrission is madi in a prillat6 capacity. Submisstorw from gowm<T1r;onl depiI,lm....-.ts 
;hould be authQ(isO<! in aooorr:bnce wtth normal dcpar1mental pr(lC(ldure. 

Content and relevance 
A submissIOn may caver ~ome or al 01 the iSSue3 r~i~ed in lf1e respar.aB form. I1 would be 
helpful ~ soomissions clearly stated which issues are being addre5~ad. 

The committee's usual procedure is to puhficly re""ase and table sl1hmi.~o,rin.'; in the 
L!?gis!alj~e Assembly. Not all submi~sions w~1 noc\lssa,ily 00 pulJ~slwd andlortabled_ The 
commlttoo reserves (he right to not pIJb l sh er tabfe confidential submiSsions, or 
Submissions Which are irrelevanT. oor11ain 3cIJrrii0U3 or defamatory materw. 0( are 
otherwise nDt ~uilllble fD/" puh~.o;hing_ Tn.. e<>mmitT"" wi~ inform y(lu if it decides not to 
accept. or not 10 authorise thoio publication al. YOIJf submi$sion 

Conlidenti,Jlity 

Th .. committe6 ;(1I\jmpts to CQnduotlts inquiries In lh6 mDlit op .. n way p"ssfut... HOW6l16f. 
H you b~:eve mat your submission (or part of fl) shoufd not ac made puotJc, <.16ar1y Wr"t6 
'conlident~I' an each pace and, in 8 bM! covering le~er. e~plain v.tly yOU" .submiseion 
lIhou.d be ir .. aiP.<1 "<>nfidentially_ The committee 11.1"1 then c<>n~ider your requesf for 
"o:lfidentiality_ 

Unaulhoriied Relnse 
Onc .. too comminoo receives a submission. It baccmes commi!too property .Hld s!>QU1d 
1101 1)0 plJb~shod without the commlttee's authom atlOfl. PuOlication of a subm Isslon 
withoo! tM C<lmrnitt"e'~ lIutl\o(iMti()l1 mF.lln~ thal tnllt p"hI:Cmion is not protected by 
par.amentary p(ivil~Q<I "nd rll"Y ,./IlOII"1t to a cur,t~/Il~ 01 Parliament 

All subml&slons should be.s ....... ,.. 
The Rcsoarch D.ICclor 

Lega\ Constitutional and '"o~ 

8RIS3ANE ::.lLD -1CQO 



Submissions dose on Wedne~d8y, $0 November ~OOS 

Extensions to t~e closing date may be given. If you ooed mora t~ to ma~e ~ 
submission, or ~ you raqLJim furttwr mformati<m, contact the cornmille'i~ ~"C:"tilJi«t on , 

T eif.>J.ihOl1"; {O?) 3406 ?YJ7 
Fax: (07) 3406 7070 
Email: lcarc@parl;omPnlald_9OYAIl 

C"fJiIos 01 ttli5 papsr aOO all oth~ piJblicatkms by tlw Lo.~al arx.l Constitution. 1 CoITl",illee 
are available on!ho Internet \'in tI1e wmmillee'S M-mc D<J.!JC at: 
wwy..' R<lrliamenLg!d.gov,c ulC!lmm;ttees~eg~[rev, hlm 

~-- -.- ------"" 

1\00 (Cpliona!): .. , ,." ........ , .. 

A<"'~", ... ___ . 

Emal: 




