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Daur Student,
Gurrently there |5 a patliamentary committee engquiry inte young people's

engagament in demogracy in Queensland.

The committeg aims to recommend practical ways to increase young people’s
interest and meaningful engagement in demacracy in Queensland.

The committeg wants to hear the views ol the people uf Queensland,
parlicularly those aged betwesn 12 and 25 years.

A response form and a quick pall have been infradicad that sets out specific
1Issues an which the committee would fike fecedback (see attached.) The
clasing data for submissions is 30 Movembar, 2005.

| encourage you to participate in this very important parliamentary process

Yours sincercly,

/ AP Dboa

Barbara Stone MP
State Member for Springwood

- Proudly representing Springwood, Rochedale South,
-Daisy Hill, Shailer Park, Loganhalme, Cornubia and Priestdaie
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RESPONSE FORM

This form can ba used to send your Wews o the committes, Plaasa sand i f0°

The Research Diractor

Leqgaf, Constiutional and Adminleraibse Raviow Commitlees
Partiament Hedrse

Eeange Steeat

Crisbane Cid 003

Or fax it tex: OF 3408 FOT0
Oremait ttor lporc@ padioment ald gov.au

A PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEOPLE
ENGAGING IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND
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The aim of this inguiry is to make practical recommendslions to
increasze the interest and participation of young peopte in democracy in
Gilcengiand,

The committze wants 19 hazr from young people, in particular, about;

% what is needed in Queasnaland,

@":

what wilt wark;

e
i

what won'l; and

5

b what you want to do or exparience.

Wo would alsg like 1o hear from all people it Queansiand who kave an
interest in young poople. or in young peopls engaging in demagracy.

To hels your 1o hink aboul, discuss and respond kD matiars relevant to
the inguiry, we hawve sat out below some:;

# iasues; and

Ah
i

examples of stratugies sugyested o ied elsewhere.
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Voting 5551:6;% ang Eleckoral Coramission @uismnsland

Educatiorvinformation

|t i the job of the Electoral Commissian Queensiand (ECO) to ensure thal peaple
enral and vofe at elections. To do this, the ECO uses aducation and awareness
programs (e.y. posteards, posters and schoal visis).

Wha:mﬂd:ﬁa&ﬂdobeﬂwmdrﬂmnﬂywqenmmessagemmm
young paople? -

mow ideas

r i 2003, Elections Canada parmersd with Cable in the Classroem fo develop &
new volar education program for students, including a contest ¢hallenging peapla
aged 16 10 18 1o croate 30-second publc service announcements on yideo 1eling
their peers why the democratic process and vating ars impaortant.

v Tha United Kingdom Electoral Commission's ‘Do Polities” aims to get young
people involved in demoeracy. i may be accessed at: www.dopoliticscow. 'Do
Folitics” conducts workshops and evants, and providas resaurces and iraining
aoress ine UK for young penple.

r o Ausiralia, the Youth Electoral Study {(YES) found that surne incanlives would
altract & irst vole. Young peopls sald a tax break or the use of promotional rock
concens wauld 0¢ e mest etfective incantives, but there was alse some suppent
for the notfon that meentives should not be needed as vrting is a ;Fs;mnseh:]mr
that comes with citizenship.

%{_ i i m"‘ir_ulrr‘i} 'q-di Loty  weroed Ao X :& 3 itk
Wy i b e gchoel, sond ouf
0 Conmahion  packs  ts ScheolS ; aebt scedols

e ckec) e

Voler registration
In Australia, each person musl| cornplele an enrolment form to register 1o vote.

? How -could the F00 make # sasier far young peop!a Jov enraf ann’ f'ﬁ‘nme
regisfarad o vole? ;

Mew ideas

b Insome colntries, registration is dong by the goevernment so that people are
automalicaily registered when they reach voting agse. An international rezort by
the Instiluta for Democragy and Elcctoral Assistance, Youth Votor Patticipation,
suggosts automatic regisiration by the govarnment rather than it being a duty of
sach parson to enl

v Other counirios snabie people to rogister &t a polling station on alsction day, or
on-ling.

v inCanzda, Blections Canada idenlifies peoote who fsave turmed 13 through
i enabion provided by, for examole, the tax oftice and malor vehicle registers.
The Chisf Elegtoral Gfficor writes 1o these poople to ask them 1o continm that they
ac 2igible to vote end consent to bewmy included in the national regrsier.
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Polling stations
In Queansiand, polling statons are vsually located in schools or halls and ste opan
bebween Sam and &pm,

ﬂ How could the ECQ make 1L casior for Yaung peopic to Bast their vota?

New ideay

v inrecent Canadizn elections, Elections Canada introduced mare polls in lucations
to which young peopla have sasy acesss, such ag near studant residences anc
university nefghoolrhoods.

*  InGanada, poting stations are open for 12 hours.

v Delggations from the Australian Electaral Commission and the Victorian Electoral
Cammission ebscrved cloctronic voling precesses 4t elegtions in the USA, UK
and Ireland between 2000 and 2002, The delegatinns considered the diferent
cplions that are avallable, their advantages and disagvantages and how sach
oplion would suit Australia’'s woling systems, The delegaticns recomnmanded &-
vating be made avallzbla to cortain classes of volors including voters in Aniarciica,
vaters in remote locations, votera with & disability and overseds voters (500

wiw.Aaes gov.an’ contentwhativting/alectronic reportfindexhim and

www.Arc gov.aid contentdwhatieina/E-vating _report. odfy.

v Aracent report of the Wctorian Sarutiny of Acts and Regulations Comimittes,
Vintorian Electronic Demooracy, considered glestronic veting, |t rcoommended
that Victornian eleclions shoufd nat be eonducted remotely via information and
communications technologies in the near future, but identified the following key
advantages of remmle voling systerms;

- #asy ancess for travellers and disabled psople,

- providing an interface lor ather technalngies such as screen readers, Brailla
computers magniliers or altemative data entry sypstams;

Aflerwing for the easy and cheap distribution of ballot papers in different
languages,

- instzntansous processing, and

- allowing voters to access a wide range of othier information while censidering
and vasling their vols.

% _ooline  well % A 5&‘_3;_1@- ED ok
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Advanee vating

Currently in Quesnsland, f you can't vote at your nearest paliing boath on the day
af a state election, special arrangements can be made for you W cast your vote,
such as by advanca veting in garson or postal veting, These oplione are avallabla
in aniy some circumstances - far example, it you: will be inerstaie on paling day,
havs a diszhility; or can't vate on that day because of refigious beliefs. For further
irlomation, see www.een.gld.gov.au.

Dolyats. think more young petple would vote if they could o so at any time in
e weak Jeading . Lptafan Ha@tbn wﬂhom Mwng romaer aqy.speda.l
SoRditions to do 507

W ideas
v In the UK, postal voting is availabie to any cligiblo voler on request. A person may
apply for pastal voting for a particutar slection, for a certain peried of time or tor ai
fulure elections.

v Tofacilitate voting, the state governmant could declare the day of 2 state elaction
a pubtlic hoflday or scheduls an efection tor a day other than o Saturday,

b In future, i electronis voling were to be intraduced, far axamplz, it need nat be
necessary fo have an election day', with all votes cast on the same day. Yoting
aould taka place, for example, over an ‘etection waek,

%‘If _ Buklie Ul dn&&?f,

Close of rolls

Currently, afler 4 state election is called, people have betwsen § and 7 days to
reqister to vota.

Da yoa think.young people could ba dmammaqed ﬂ‘ tnera wag na appar!mw
fo-anrol 2Rer an eloction js.cafiod? ; ;

Mew idoas

*  Priar to the 2004 federal election, the Special Ministar of State, Eric Abstz
proposed that,

L the electoral roll ba closed {o new uoters an the day the elaction wets would be
issued (usually the day the election is announced); and

+ pecple wishing o change their cnrolment dotaits be given three days foda 80,

This pruposal did not proceed as It was not supported by the non-gavernment
partles,

X e W be adhnn v fotlk e nind
B PR sz 2
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Fixed sfection day

In Quesnsiand, there s na fixed election day for state eactions.

A fixed slection day could allow improved civics education courses, mack-elections
and olher sirategies encouraging young pecple’s engagernent wilh alections to be
plarned in advance (sce Miner). For oxample, a fixod claction day woudd allow
civica educators to plan ard sanduct their courses in paralls| with an electon
CAmpaigt.

Do your think improvied oivics education is. 2. mﬁhwﬁﬂe reason ft:-r gavemmenr
to vonsidar 2 change 1o fixed farm efections?

Now ideas

v In Queensland, elections for all local government awthorities are generally hald
evary four years on the last Saiurgay in March.

Mo

New voting system
In Gueensland, a systemn of optional preferential voling s usad, A tact sheet about
*OPV is available from: waiw eco old gov.au.

f Do your think young people: would be more Tialy to vote if the voling sysiom

% was changed so that candidatés minming on ceitaln issues of paricuar infsrest
o young peapl& wers' mors Iiksl!y ro gef e!ﬁclad ahdi. ha'.re a ‘voica in
padiament? ;

Heye ideas

v Appendlx D cuntalns 4 revised version of a paper prepaedd fun ai isugu]ry, Hamds
on Fariamant, by the Lega! and Constiuntlonal Committes at the previous
Paslizment. it provides information aboul our voting sygtem and ways it might be
changed to provide mare diversity in candidates who maight be glested.

v Asin Queenstand, the voiing system i the UK makes it very difficult for
candidates from minor parties to get elected. in May 2008, some 500,000 schook
students in tho UK voted in a mock oloction to coingide with the ganeral eleciions.
fhe students voted for the aclual candidales. [he results showed that 1he
sturlents were attracted to parties which ran candidatas on eertain iasuss: for
example, studenls who fell passionale gboul the environment voted far the Grean
Farty. Dasplte failing t¢ have a single candidate returned in the yereral elections,
the Green Party secured 45 out of a possible 2449 segls in the mock aection.

v Fropodional representation voling, which is used for Serate elections in Australia,
provides greater opperunity for mingr paries (0 win seals.

Ry _¥es, o _L«% _@ m@‘c_ e gmﬁ;____ M_.r:uﬁ’rgj
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Vating age
In Australia, you muat e 18 years old 1o vole, The minimum voling age in other
countries ranges from 1510 29,

The: minimum ages sat by the law for ether activitics are listed in appendix B,

ﬂ Should tha voling age bedowarsd £ 17 or 16 ypdrs 2 Wy, or why: 1662 K the
voling 2ge i kowered, should vofing 2t the lowered gge be comptifsaly? = -

Mow ideos

v n April 2004, following a project an The age of electoral majority, the Linited
Kingdom Electorat Commission recommanded that the minimum age {or all levels
of voting in public eigelions in the UK remain at 1§ yoars for the timae baing. The
UK Flectoral Commission advised, however, that i expected 1o undentake &
further forrmal review of the minimum voting age within a further five ta seven
yeears, 1L ercouraged the govermnmernd Lo consider inflizting a wider ravisw of the

age of majodty.

' In 2000, a report on changing sociel and lagal frameworxks lor young Australians
found that, despita sams interast in gatting more invalved in thair community end
in governmen! decision-making processes, young peopls were quiter reluctant ta
claim the right and responsibility of having the vote younger than al age 18, The
majority {74%) of young peogls invelved in the research said that thay ware not
ready or interested in getling invoived in farmal political processes such as woting
before they were 18, Their parants agreed, with a majarity (61%) suggesting that
young peoale are not matlure erough and ot interested in voting befora they are
18, and that young people Under 18 have othar pressures 10 canfront 2nd vontend
with {see Carson, Fitzgerald and Roche),

v Compulsary voting was introduced in Quaensland in 1914 and by the
Communwealth in 1924, Research by Milner (published in Civic Literacy: How
Mosmedf Citizons Make Demoeracy Work, University Prass ol New England,
Hangver, 2002) indicatea thal the effect of introduding compuisory valing In
Lusiralia was to bring about a 23% overalt increase in vobing,

AN Yes, b ceodd e lmueced bl nief
_cumpid‘;egi \LB —

Ediueaiipm

Education [n schoals

in Quecnsiand schaots, there is no subject called 'civies cducation' or ‘cltizenship
edutation’. Primary and seeondary studenis lsam about democraey, insluding
pariarment, govesmment areg elections, in 2 numier of different subjects. Students
alsa expariance damaocracy at schaool, for examale through slections fur schoo!
coungf members andfor school leaders.

Educalion sboul demosracy
Additonal eoucationgl oppor‘[uniticﬂ relevant o domacracy el
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v wslts to the Quesnsland Parliamant, or 1o a ragional siting of the Quagnstand
Parliament, and educational activities provided by Parligmentary Education
Services; and

»  eectoral educglion activities conductad by the Australian Electoral Corvmission,
such as school visits,

For students

What worked well and - what did you e.r:gny whean ym: J'eamt abc:m or
& experenced democracy fa your schiool?

What more could sehoals 'dg- ta en;oumga yau ra ua!ue gemocmcy ‘and

prepﬂre Jou g0 h"rat j.rau B bmf.f mfamed &nd conﬁdem Eboh‘! sngagmg it

democracy? .

For teachers
How does your-Schoot approdch Civies. dducalion any pragiice’ u‘enmacy?
How'tould studénts be Boftar probardd B ehgade In.démodraey?.

MNew idoas

¥ Inprevious mguiies, the Legal and Constilulional Comenillee and the Legal and
Constitutional Commitiess of the 48th and 50th Parliamaonts have mads
recommendalions acout civics education in Quecnskand. Similag
resommendations have been made by many olher Austrakan bodies in recent
years. A bkstof soma of these recommendations is sat cut in appendix C.

v The Consthukional Centre of Western Ausiralia was establiched 1o sncourage
propie of il ages to learn about the Wastem Australian paliticzl systom and how
to activaly parlicinate in it. It offars displays on the Constifution and aspects of
ciliranship and political history. The Electoral Education Centre is Incated within
the same camplex, and provides interactive programs allowing people 0 cast a
vote, discover the argins of democrasy and understand how the voting syslem
WOrks (600 Wi, coentns wo gov. auindex Mty Pragrams. gresoentoed in ways
which engage young peonle, are alsn conductad for szhaod studenta visiting the
Ceontre, Teacher resumce hils couniplenienl eacl | program, Beanurce bases on
warious [opics are available W schools in rermote areas, 0 addiiion, the -
Constitutiong! Centre has developed an 'Qut Reach Program’ which involves a
rietwork of local peogle in rural &nd remote argas of Wostcm Austraia providing
programs o studants in those arcas. Soma pregrams are asecike 10 Irdigenous
camnmunifies.

) A f“i'uics artd Citizenship Educatic-": website [wh'rch incumuratab =} premus

b 'Kiss Woling LIBA' is a national nan-profit, non-partisan nrganisatinn that teaches
steclents about cltizenship, civic responsibility, democracy and political
participation. Together wih classroom activitiog, studems are provided with an
spportunity to cast a ‘Kids Voting balict on glectian day, and thoy volc on the
sane candidates and issues as adulls. In 2004, 1.5 million students tuned cut o
vore for prasidential, local and state candidates. Areas with a Kids Vating 1LISA
grogram hava showad 8 voling rate for registered 18 year ylds which is 14%
higher than for non-paricipating arcos, Seo wwaw.kidsvotingusa orgf,

v Aspar of the Kids Voting USA service, ‘DoubleClick Nermacracy’ {sae
wwwfedsvieting usa, oy Soubla Clickn ro, 85u) was deveioped to allow studesnts 1o
particizata in an autheqtle voting experience using a wab-based voiing system.
Thz online badlots replicate the candidates and issues adults wote far, ond provids




Fespanse Lo

students with practice baltots which have links to candidate blographizs and ether
resources, Aboud 35,000 students participated during the 2004 presidential
eheclions.

» Teens N2 Poldics’ is 2 US-hasad website which offers young peaple an
opportunity to participate in discussion forums on fopics such as the sconomy,
foreign policy, genseral political issucs, animals and the eavironment. Provizion 1@
also magde for young people to contribute tn discussinns undar tha banner of ‘left

wing chat' and ‘right wing comer’. See www teensi2politics com/Torums/.
%’b: Al MK ﬁﬂ&ur}uni \1\ S i:’l']fmyss\-\
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The Political System and Tolitietans

Pelitical parties

The 2004 Young Austrafian of the Year, Hugh Evans, has suggested that young
paople taal shut out of mainstream pat ty politics.

i he tarmer Queensland State Youth Advisory Council Lold the commilles that the

issuas addressed by polilical parties, particularly at election lime, are dominatad by
those relevant lo older people am our agcmg nojzmatrm

R e e

New ideas

¢+ Dr Arizdne Viomen, a lecturer at the Linlvarsity of Sydnay, rezaarches young
praphe and politics. Sha writes thad, The one area of participation that remains
low for young people, and indead tor most Australians, is membershis af political
parties. Rather than labelling party membership decline as apathy, we ought lo
see how unappealing pulitical parties have becoma. And it is up to panties 10
involva a new generation. This might not be by way of formal membership.
inscad, parties might consull young people an ssuas elevant fo thel lives® (ses
Vioman).

v inthe US, a nationwide study of youth attitudes found that young people were
astive in thejr communities but not concerned about palitics. As an ouicome of
that aludy, a strategy adopted to re-connmect youth hy democracy is that, during
election campaigns, the medie offer youlh-moderated caodidale debales (see
Mational Association of Seeratanes of State),
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Poiiticians
Many resedrch studies in Ausfralia and internationaliy reveal that young peegle are
cynical abaout the behaviour of politicians.

How can poificians Hemselves restore fe fadh of young penple in
damocracy? . | oy

New jdeas

» D Ariadne Vromen says that polificians only consider young people when they
present & problem; that young peopla tend to be talked about rather than 1alked
with; and that young people's perspeciives are rarely included in public debats,
Dr Vromen suggests that what |s neadad is direct avidanse of young pecple's
expanenses and argumonts based on such evidanos (568 Veoman).

v Inthe United States, Canada and the Linited Kingdom, where wating sn't
compulsary, it has been shown that contact with political parties and capdidates is
an iinpuriant element of ‘get-outdhe-vole' girategiss. Following the 2001 British
general cloction, the UK Elegtoral Commission identified & lagk of eanvassing by
politicizns as & likely reason for dissatisfaction fand low turnout) among firat-time
VOIETS.

N Neb - fuing te Hae gulklic
¥ k__} i

Young Peapie fad the Covblonity

Eging heard

While young praple may bie turmned off politics as it currently aperales, many
studies and surveys have [uund thal young peuple gre very interested in pofical
isELEs mponant o them, The challenge for govemments is 1o engage with young
people, and the brst thing that young people say 18 thal they wark to ba heard,

f- Have you used any OF Ih0 Govommant opporunilies 10 voice your ¢pitlons
W% arout issues? How eftective was (17

F
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MNew idoas

\' Mave P_Q\'ﬁs_ )

In Western Australla, the Civics and Crizenshio Unit in the Department of Premier
and Cabinat 2ims 1o enhanca democracy In that state through civics education
and the promotion of an active cilizenry. The gual is & community whers afl
Western Austizlians are valued as citizens, where they play a signiticant rals in
selting policy priorities and where they nelp shape the nature of their society {s=ae*

Or Adadne romen suggests that, ‘Young geopic have a broad range of
goonomic, social, and poiitical expenences’ and that we need ta ‘creale inclusive
forma of governance that recagnise acd biild upon ditferent ways of making
sommunities. Those in pows need Lo fislen to young people more, and young
peaple's diverse views and experiances nasd to be articulated in the media’ (sea
Vromean).

Haw da you think: govemmont shoudd involve young people in the decisions &
makes?". mmmmwwmmm web based@nine
mathods ae wittea?

Mew idegs

N anline _gosiec

In 2003, the Commissian for Children and Young People was inviled to participate
in a committea for the development of a sports and recrealion facility for young
peophe on Palm Island in North Queensland. The Cammission underlined the
inpu:iance of tha committee asking young people what they wanted. The issue
for the Commission was not 3o much how do we invalve childran in the hiilding
of thys tacitdy™ but rether “how oo we get the facifity the children want?”

In 2003, in Parramatta in Sydney, 2 Youth Jury presented young pooplc with
praclcal opporiunities 1o learn and discuss the diverse interesls and coneema of a
wide varfety of young people acroas the Parramatts region. Paricipants learned
about teamwaork, negotiation skills and the powers of government. This enabled
them ta form realistic recommendalions to support the needs af the collective
youth of Paramalta,

The Almy af the Youth Jury was to assist with bridging racial Intolerancs and
cultural diversity among young people of Parramatta.

The recommendations of the Youth Jury were aimed at koy government and
cammunity organisations of Parramatia.

—_— S S P e Tl 1 A% BT W i
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Taking actian

‘foung paople want to be actively involved in dermocracy. Voting ab elections is anly
une way of being Invalved in a democraiic sociaty.

ﬂ Which of the folfowing aclivilies have yoir carried vut, or would you like to carry

our?

fae Hava done Wauld Itk to
Acttvity {dar x) do {forx

il

Yol ndeering

[mitkatireg or participating in o lesal youth projact
Initiating or signing a pedilion

Altending a rally or prataal

Taking part in a strike

Being a member of & polilical pady

Heing a membar o g trade Lnion

PRENICE S RGN

B EEEER S B 5

£sing & memoer of B studant union

Being & member ol & ton-govermmertt
organisalon which loboles govemmant (s.g. Tha
Witdemeaa Society, Amneaty intematisnal,
{ireanpeAca)

B

Contacting & politictan or local govamment
councillar

l"
& L &

Paniclpaing in & Youth Padiamem
Being involved in a Youth Council

OGI
&

Heing inwolved in an organisation which secks o
renrasent the views of young prople (e g. Yaung
Aurslralizn Aural Metwork)

Young poopic say that io be chgaged in democracy they nead things such ag!
b informaticon:

v ppportunilies to actively engage in dermocracy;

b anideo abolt what &an be achieved roalistically;

v ospacss i which o meet and discuss; and

' 3C00SS 10 Tha internat, photocaplers, oto.

What assistancs or enoouragement du you need from government to fake
& a2ction abouf the lecliog vou las! passionats about?

New ideas

v Brisbane City Councll has developed 'Visible |nk', 2 website which allows young
penple to have 3 say in the Counoils orograms, The wabsite contains infasmaltion
aboet haw young peodie can heve thatt ey, eventa 107 young poopg, inks It

el
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resounces and a forurn theough which young peaple can exprass their opinlons.
The Counclt has also provided young poople with areas around Brisbane where
hey can coms together to meet and organise activities and projects of inferest to
them. Thess areas are accessible o young peopie and wall regoumed (see
vy visibile-ink.orof) . g

+ The Victonan Goverrment produced a handbook for young people on how they
can create change in their community. The handbook provides suggsstions on
how young people can got active on a projoct thoy foet pagssionale about, and how

ihey can implemaent that project (See wewy, vouth vic gov. swpdisTYPShookd od!)

v The Foundation far Young Australians is 2 non-profit organisation dedicated to
developing innovative infiziives that support and empowar young peaple aged 12
ta 25. Tha Foundation provides seed-funding tor iceas, proaclively seeks co-
funding to support initiatives and helps the recipients structure themselves to
enaurs lang-term sustainability. Each year, the Foundation mranages a ponlfolio of
grants totaling about $8 rnillion. Al least 38% of total grant funding |s gedicatad to
iitiatives specifically designed ta benefit young Indigenous Australians {see
ww. youngavatralinns.orgj.

\f’_____a-;m: _ynccnbiues

;“? What folg_can. families and: fnendsplaym geﬂmymngpaq:#e active and
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Naw ideas

* Tho Youth Llectoral SHudy (VC3) found thal parents are regarded by young
peopie as the most impartant source of information atoul voting. Television and
aawspapers are the next most important, however young people view thasa lattar
sobrces wilh some scapticism.

N pople  come o et schodl

4?’ What rafe can non-govemment foundatfons or community orgamisations play
ii in golting young peopie active and invoived with democracy?

Mew ldeag

+ The Inspire Foundation (see www.insolre.org.aud |5 g natiohal non-profl
foandation which aimes (0 ereate opportunities for voung Australians, pringipalty
aged botween 16 and 25, to help themsalves and nthers. The Foondation
soknovdedges that young peaple want o make a positve difference i their own

i



Abpanee [orse

e T, Tl R, R, B, RIS LT ) R T B 2T vt

liwes and in their communities. Young people are activaly involved in the
development and dalivery of all the Foundation’ initiatives. One inifiative,
‘ActNow’, is a wab-based service that will provide young people with informatian
and support on how they can bocome Invalved in l8suses or causes in thair
community that thay are passicnate about.

» VibeWire Youth Services is a volunteer-based, non-profit youth madia and training
organisalion which grovides young pecpia aged between 16 and 30 with an ealine
o through whicht they can access informalion an a range of topies, participato
in dizcussians with nther young people and become invokied 0 the exchange ot
informaltion with other young people (see www vibewire nef). Fecen intiatives
include ‘electionTracker (sae www elactiontrackar.nat/atf} which seni yourrg
people ot on the campaign trail s repantars inthe 2004 Federal alegtion, Thase
reports were wmilised by siv radio stations, SBS and ASC news,

¥ The US Ad Councll is a non-prafit organisation which produces, distributes and
premuies public sonvice cempaigns on a range of isgucs. A roeoend campuaign,
‘Fight Mannequinism®, focussed on improving youth ¢ivic gngajemaent and votar
partzipatian, 1 involed television and radio ads aimed at gotting youndg pedple
invodved in Bsues they care about, voluntesring and vabing {(5ee
www fightmanneguinism.ong}.

v ‘Rock tha Vote' Is a non-grofit arganisation which aime o engage young paople in
the political progoss in the United States and draw gtention to jesues of concesn
16 young people. N coordinates voter registration drives and education etfons 1o
BRSLE yolng peaple sxercisa their right to vole. Youth culture is hamessed in the
promotion of its campaigns, many of which fealure high profile celebrities inchuding
mugiciang, acters, athletes and comodlans. |n the 2004 slections, 1.2 mifllian
poople ook advantage of the organisation's onlinc votar registration facifity, and a
fuither 200,000 reqistered as apad of the Beck the Vate Bus Tour acrozs the
aouniry (ses www rockthevote com?.
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GQueidelines for voking a Suvraission

Thete 1= na set form far a subrnission ko the commiltee. Submissions may be made using
the inguiry respanse form or in the form of a kette, a substanlial paper ora shon
document and they may Include appendicos, Submissions may contaln fzois, opinions,
arguments and recommendations for action. The meost ussful submisaions & w e

peint,

The commitea would preter wiitten submissions, but will alsa accept submissians on
audio taps. For wrilten submissions, typed or printed tex is preferable, though legible.
hand-wriien submissians are acceptable, Numbsred pages and, for submissions in
excess of 20 pages, 8 briet summary and a lable of contenls & also halpfut,

All submissions mus! include the name and contact details of the person making the
gubmission. Thoss making a submission on behalf of an organisation sheuld indicate sl
what laval the aubmigsion hag boent authorised {ag sub-committes, prasident, chair, ate |

Fublic officers may make submissions as private individuals. Howaver, if ‘eferencs is
macde in a submission to their official posilion, it should &lso be mads clear that the
submissian is made in a private cagacity. Submissionzg from govemmen depariments
should be authorisad in ascordancs with normal departmental procgdure,

Cantent and relevance

A submission may caver same or all of the issues raised in the respenag form., [t would be
hetlpful if submissions cleady stated which issues ane being addrassad,

The committes’s usual procedure is to publicly release and table sunmistions in the
Legisklive Assembly. Mot all submissicns will necessarily be published and/fr tabled. The
committee resarvas (he rght to not publish ¢r table eonfjdantlal submissiens, or
submissions which arg irrelevant, contain scurrilfous or defamatory materiaf, or arg
othenwise not suitable for publishing. The commities will inform yao if it decides not 1o
aczept, or not to authorise the publication ol, your submission.

Conlidentiality

Tha committee 2itempis to conduct Iis inquirlas in the most open way possible, However,
1 you belleve that your submission (or par of 1) should not te mads pubii, deary write
‘zenfidential” on each page and, in a brief covaring lefler, explain why yolr submission
shoud be freated confidentially. The commites will then cansider yaur request for
confidentiality.

Unauthorised Releace

Once the commites tacelves 4 submission, it becomes committes propety and should
nct bz publishod withowt the committee’s authonsation, Putlication of a submission
withoui the commitiee's Authordsation maans thai that publication is not pratected by
pariiamentary privilege and may smeunt te g contaenpt of Parliament.

All submizsions should b Sqpatnsd R R

The Roscarch Director
Legal, Constitutisnal and Adm mr’M
Parlismen: Houge, Faorao Strool

ERIS3ANE QLD 4000
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Submissions close on Wednesday, 30 November 2005
Fxtensions to the closing date may be given. If you need maore time to maxe a
subrmission, or if vou requirs further information, contact the commities’s secretanal on;

Telephone; {07} 3406 7307
Fax: (07} 3406 7070 y
Email: [pared parliament. gid.gov.ay

Coples of this paper and all other publications by the Legal and Canstiutional Committes
arg available on tha Intarnat via the commities’s homo page at: ‘

wanw patliament.qld, gov. auw/committesslegalvay. him

Yoy Details

Name: ...... Ff_':u.ﬂ&ﬂ\ﬂf\r\ ...............................................
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