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A PARI IAMFNTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO YOUNG PEO,ClLE'S 
ENGAGr.1ENT IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND 

Fi r~ Uy, I W1)~d lihl tu thank the committee for the opportunity to provide 
feedback on this important i$$we As 1:1 CQmmunity leader and Cl dE'rHlon 
mak~ tor Ire comrnur'll!y I beliflvl3 il i~ ",tflr thl'lt young peoole are act!vCly 
IO VflIv~ rl in our d~macratlc proceSS09. 

For 1:1 Member of Pafliame nllu lruly rtllmt!;elll U,e;, constituancy they must 
IJruviUt: op~riunili95 to actively seek and listen 10 their constll~ lenls views. 
This however is nol as easy as it ~lOd$ L ncoura!l '1'l!J plllopl\'t 10 h~ actively 
,n\/(llved In lIle potillr:f!1 rl'(lr~:'I i:'l FI han::ltask, often with lill lc QDIn unci tt we 
aon', engage YOlJllg pc<lplC \l"Ien we wi~ continue 10 go do'Nn thl6 p.;I ttl. 

A fl l;lr r..",,;viny ,1Il <'Olll<ilil from a lilaC""r .. t Spring .... ood Slat" High Schoo l (,,_ 
a. tta.ched) I approached the school to request a forum wher/!l I coulr1 ~p. k 

feedback trom young p('!opll!t cm II"II'! i!lll llF. of involving them more In our 
fXl 1itir.al process. Thia <1150 provided an opportunity to leave them With a 
discussion popcr to co mplete and to find out more aoout lhl:l tJ~rnocracy 
c urriculum being imph:llflell lt:!tl <I ( (l it! school. (Completed diSC\Jssion papers 
<:Ot t! .. lloched) 

~,nce the students Mve answerec1 lhP. qUf!!;lions in Ihe d Iscussion paper I will 
nOI inducip.lhem In Ihls document However I willlnforrn you of other 
comments made during my t ime zpeakrng with the class. 

1, EtJ~liull - l h is theme was raiSEld often and in various forms 
• Studant~ :;1.,. 100 Ihall!IIiY f~1 \1(:11), inadequate if they had to ~ soon. 

They believe that tke school system gives them some edllca lion in 
grade 7 and others cl ~sses may have some leMr)n~ if1 (IrAi'll'! 9, 
however by Ihe limp. IMy If'll'lvP. ~r.rtOOI and vOle Ills forgotten, 
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• Them was wide SUPlJl)rl 101' j}ulilical parties 10 COn1& into schools 
(p<lr,icul:.nly in schod es week.lal"s) and inform grade 1;{ stuo!'!nl!'> 01 
tooir policies. This provides oppor1l1n ~ ies for YOI.nO J'lMple 10 f ind out 
more about the issues tMt ir;te r~ st thf:m 8nd me !hougnts or mo! 
fXlIitical party on Ihl'! ~l/hj p.r.! and to lemn about th IS politica l party 
rroce~:'l_ 

• Students hplievf: ,l'lIlt merc is D role for their Member of Pal ~OI rTl~ lIllo 
come and addrccc them , This could ~ in <l \>p~ ifi c subject Cll a 
specific issue 0 / (,J 8[1ttrdlly. 

• In rc-spoct 10 bacomlll ';) fTl(,) rI:t iflw l..-l in the community sluclents 
su\jgeslad that WlIMnunily organisations come and address !M m rhi!'; 
indlKled gmups like Meals on Wheels, landc.aw. , l.iolVi. etc. They 
stated young people \MU nor on 10 Ihp-m - they need to come to Ihe 
schools_ ( ~Rme tnr political porties) 

• A fOie fo r pol ~ ir: ... 1 p!Vlies, lobby groups and communlly 'ilrOVIJ ~ h" 
~ddress specific issues In spec~iG suojects, 

• Modo: elecli0n3, mock porllomcnts and visits to the Parl icHlltffi l WEi re 
Disc slated as having ed ucation(ll vak.1tl lo students. Msl'ly said while 
they rn<:lY havtl \J{lIle to polling booths with parents it was nor. Ih" ~Ilme 
as havin~ to do it themselves fhey believe it f'.ll n Illok r..omplicDtcd 
and rather than 00 !!I mh~'r~~~ed would rather not go il l'ld vo te, 

2. Engaging young people - ~w 10000clll lQlogies and kno~edge ot hOW issues 
or legisla tion w ilt <lfrtld Ulertl waG raised in the forum 

• New lechnuloyitll> fOf IIOtioQ or to gel messages about votU"I1) n young 
people. 

• New lechnolO{1;as for automatic enrolments Maklj n f>..fIi'ly. Today 
everything IS about convenlenCf! Rnd l ime. No onc hos time It;) spare. 

• New techl'lOlO{1ies to en(1<lge them in debAte 
• How does it affect them and hOw do tMy get their views and messages 

across to politi c ian~ and he heard? 
Youlll liltcmC\ R.ldio 1>[01 0/0,1;-, C.,. w~ 1~1'I(lV"'" Dcm,xHc~" 

A pilp<' prcp,.,.od for Ut. I\m~,.h.o l:lleo,,(o(\!o (l"wman"" C""femloe, Ce ftu-,· r", PuL>! o< p, ,1;, 'Y 
tlntver';(y <It Mclb<o.:rt>C, Mdb"''''I\~ V '~tGf~. 11 ~ .ml I ~~ ilp,,1 2(10<., (~ .e ~\"clled) 

3. The la fl9J <:I1J 1:I ul>!;!d in Q8ttins;! the me~s ilge across to yOtl"') l"leor~ - W hy 
yuu sh ould give (I hoot!" - AlS(l the mH,lretmg methorl lI!\Porl ln gel lhe 
message across 

('Almmp.nt~ were made in regards 10 moo! po~tiC<ll lJJa r kttl il lg focuses on older 
people. He advert isemenls foew:; i,1Il I .. mili'-J s or issues that relate to people 
with houses and f<lmilitls, TI,,,, same issues would have 'mpllcshOn! for y:'\,mg 
pao ~ k1 Yij( nut ollan identified. 
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4. Mosl realised that it incentives such M go Ilnd vote and gct il free concert 
ticket meant either the I~xrflyer (them) or the cnndid3te would have 10 p<ly . 
Theref(lfp. 1\01 free and 'I'/Ould encourage only the rich to Uti .. IJI ~ (0 run for 
parliament. They did not believe that !hit> woos <I good way to QO. 

A journalist (rum the Reporter Newspaper - Logan also parN;lpAtP.rl 'n the 
IUl unl for a short lime and Cl copy 01 her artide IS ~tt~chP.<1 fnr your informallon 
and will also provide you wi th fee<lb<\r.k from the students. 

I Hm ~IJl'!,! thAt you will find their Icodb3Ck very irltertlstin l,l , jUt;\ as J dk)' 
believe tile,! h,:lVC identified soma .. n:l~$lh,,\ call be improved and need to be 
addressed as w .,.1I <l b W lml practical s.o lutions. 

Yours !lincerety 

BruOOm Stone MP 
Stale Mern\)w for Sprin9'oYOQ!! 
30 NOli. 05 
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