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VOICES AND VOTES

A PARI IAMENTARY COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTOQ YOUNG PEQPLE'S
ENGAGMENT IN DEMOCRACY IN QUEENSLAND

Firgily, t would like tu thank the committee for the opportunity to provide
feedback on this important issue. As a community leader and a dfecision
maker for the cammunity | believa it is vital that young peoole are aclively
involved in our demacratic processes.

For a Member of Parliament (o Lruly represent their constituency they must
provide oppurniunities to actively seek and listen to their constiluents views.
This however is not as easy as it sounds. Lncouraging people 10 he actively
invalved in the pafiical process is a hard task, often with littic gain and if we
don't engage young pcaple then we will continue to go down this path.

Aller roceiving an amall from a teacher at Springwood Slate High School (see
attached} | approached the school o request a forum where | colld seek
feedback trom young peaplé on the issiie of involving them more in our
palitical process. This alzo provided an opportunity to leave them wilh a
discussion paper to complete and to find out more about Lhe democracy
curricuium being implegmenled al the school. (Completed discussion papers
gre allached)

Since the students have anawered the questions in the discussion papor | will
not include them in this document. However | will inform you of other
commcnts made during my time speaking with the class.

1. Educalion — this theme was raised often and in various forms
»  Students slated thal (hey fell very inadeguate if they had lo vote soon.
They believe that the schoal system gives them some education in
grade 7 and others classes may have soma |essnns in grade 9,
however by the time rthey leave sthool and vote [t s forgoten.
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» There was wide suppor! [ur pulitical parties to come inlo schools
(paricularly in schoolies week talks) and inform grade 12 students of
their policies. This provides opportunities for young peaple to find out
more about the issues that interest them and the thougnts of that
political party on the subject and to learn about the political party
pProcess.

« Students helieve that therg is 8 role for their Member of Parliament o
come and address them. This could be in = specific subjecl on a
specific issue or generally.

+ inrespect to becoming more involved in the community students
suggested thal comununily organisations come and address them. This
included groups like Meals on Wheels, Landcare, Lions, etc. They
stated young people will not gn to them — they nced to come to the
schools. (same far political partics)

e A role for political pacties, lobby groups and communily groups lu
address specific issucs In specific subjects.

+ Mock elections, mock parliaments and visits to the Parlisimenl were
also stated as having educational value lo students. Many said while
they may have yone to polling booths with parents it was not the same
as having to do it themselves They belizve it can look complicated
and rather than ba ambarrasaed would rather not go and vote,

2. Engaging young people — new fechnologies and knowledge of how issues
or legislation wil zaffecl them was raised in the forum.
* New technoluyies for voting or to get messages about voting ‘0 young
people.
« New lechnologies for automatic enrolments. Make it easy. Today
evenything is about conveniance and time. No ong has time to spare.
s New technologies to engage them in debata.
s  How does it affect them and how do they get their views and mossages
across to politiciang and be heard?
Youlh Internet Radio Metwork, Can we Innovate Democracy?

A paper propaed for the Aastratian Electronic Governance Conference, Centre [or Publc Policy
Usiversity of Mclbourne, Melbourme Victoria, 14" and 15™ Aprif 2004, (See suached)

3. The languags used in getling the message across to young peaple = "Why
you should give 2 hoot!” — Also the marketing method used to get the
message across

Comments were madc in regards to most political marketing focuses on oider
peoplc. The advertisements focus on lamilies or issues that relate to people
with houszes and families. The same issues would have implications for yniung
people yei not often identified.
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4. Most realised that ifFincentives such as go and vote and get a free concert
ticket mearl eithar the taxpayer (tham) or the candidate would have lo pay.
Therefore not free and would encourage only the rich to be able to run for
parliament. They did not believe that this was a good way 1o go.

A journalist frurn the Reporter Newspaper — Logan also participated ‘n the
furum for a short time and a copy of her articls is attached for your information
and will also provide you with feedbark from the students.

f am sure that you will find their feedback very interasting, just as | did. |
belicve thoy have identified some areas that can be impraved and need to be
addressed as well 4s some practical solutions.

Yours sincerely

i/ 2

Barbara Stene MP

State Member {ur Springwood
30 Nov. 05
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