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Summary 

In Au5l.'aka: 

An "'~tll'M.ted 300,000 young people between the ages of \8 - 25 01,11 not 
enroled 10 wtll (Salla e!.al, 2005). 

Research fil'lds that YOlJng AUlOlralian are nevertheless aclive lIeroS$ a broad 
rang" of political ilclivi t iOl!~ (Vrornen, 2(03) and want to mako a dl1lcm:.nce in 
ther cOll'Y11unltles, 

Researci'l ha:; foond that yovth participation, ill,;,:h.Uu9 " .. ,*mlwnng, can help 
young peopk> to make po$llIve eonoedJnn.'I wi lll llle eomnol'MlMhh Qnd 
enllance civic oooagometll (A ana.\lan al.al , t99g). 

Educolion ilOO provid"g opponunities for young pIIopllllo u.o,JlfrSUond and be 
vu1itio;a lly .mgaged contribute Slgnd ... .-antly In IMf .kflllhood 01 ~OIjno (S.:tllo... 
et al. ;.>~) 

I rI ~ilion. tJe interne! I::l expocled to bacome young poop!a'!ii pl'WfiOnO!ld iululmatiofl 
60urt:iI by 2007' and a growIng body oIl!!videnc ... lind~ I hIIl ",,·lftarmng lIliMllve3 nove 
Ihl! potential to enMnoe filCe to laco promotional and educational !O\lr"j~w 91 a 
IractTon of t~t) ~u~t. Onlimt selvice-e can provide young p""plA wi th an I'Ic~ve teaming 
Spllr:1! wh!!re they can reflect. network. cngaQe and blJild Elkils. 

In ~Itmn IOOfI'! needs 10 be done 10 support evidence-based fe6eilrch 011 
oommunity.oasBd inltiatiV\j~ and coIabontive projects between ')QYarrH'I'lMlllnd 
community Nt seek In provide CMC educotion and 1a:;ICf poMlical eno;IagEmenl in 
yoong people. 

I , 11110 '0 . ' ~ CO"""1 .'" ,, ; ,,1 ' " ,,' ~1)fM1''''''' ,n""""" ",1t1 10 10 27·y .. r-dd •. b .... 'O lV .!'Id 'M,I, Dui"" :nJ7 ~ 

1<. ,_10."1 L" ""'''''''' tt... ~ pon-r m.dlum, ,,"Q,.nt",g "" .-;,. ~".,. .. "'W~ ("..., IS«>II. ~~D 
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Terms of Reference: 

Ed ucatio nil nformati on 
Young peopla malee oollnectio,-,s b~h~ .. ell th .. <.lirl""enl a",a~ of thei' ~ves, such as 
work, school, ffilnily, friends !lOO popul!1r culture LM1kM1g 1'IwareneS5 cilf!llaigns to 
uti,,,,, O\~tiviti~s ill whidl YUI.lIlg pwoplw ilrw involved can slnlllgthan lhli rna~~ag," ... nU 
legitimacy ri t'!nmHlng to vatt'!. In IHiditton, rt''''Ifll'lrr;h on y<llJt!'l r~dic'PAtian shows that 
illvolving young pSoplll in decision-making is pad of "a process of building 
mlatl<1nllhir" (It mtltlllll rl!'l~[)lItinn Md tnJ<'It I!(:m~~ r.ommunity ~~r.tor~" (,John~, 
Kilpatrick, Falk & Mulford 2001, p, 20). 

Queensland Youth Ambassadors to the Reach Out! service advocate that the EQC 
~1'Io1J1d: 

"ClIl mMIl n'!flVll.nt in t!'l~ir pr~~~ntl!tion~ to ~Ghoots I'nd yOlJrog r~orle in thl'! lIlln~'" 01 
Qiving examples as to how votino and having YOllr say does actually alfllct thlil way 
t!'lllt pditic~ IlnrJ thllllt~tt'! i.~ run Hf'lVIl f><J<'Itc1lrds "'nd stiGkf'x" "'!'I Will! I'l!'lthl'! r:lJm"nt 
\;Chool prlils~ntations that ralata mora to young peopls rath8llhan the midcllil aglid 
person!'lo is ottlln pm~entino il_ MI'lybt'! "'Vllrl g~t1ina '" youna rw.r~on to make l!'le 
plal>i/ntation so that the ioea 01 voting is maoo mom 0001 to young psopje Ihlil>s 
days." 

"Get young people c1irf!r:tly Invotvp.d with r:rlll'lhng thp. mR.~Mgll don't r~lrools!; young 
Pltuple, rSl>pect thair intsiliglincEI and makB it enjoyable,"' 

Voter Registration 
Young people COo'ltributing to this submission suggest Ihe lollowing ide!!s for 
lac~itat;r1g voter registration lor firsi time vol"rs: 

Online registration. Anow the form to l", "un~letw ami wnt over th .. net 
rather lhan jllst by hand as many more young people now are using 
compul .. r" on a daily b".'" to ~'Ompl <> l .. It"", hurrl<>worl<. ... """I! a" cha t to 
their 'rleMs ilnd visit their favourite websites. 

Unk ECO site to other popular sites (such as WWW.RCtnoW.CQm.au ~hat 
young people visit oiler. "nd ,,,,,I<.,,, it ~w",alim.t tu SO"""!)ll" who doesn't want 
1o read an essay on how to apply 

Ensu'e thal eligibility to vote inlormatlon III cta!'!r I'lnd easy to understand. 

H''IVf! d<'!vot",rJ r1IIyll li t lIr1'loo1~ 10 whflrp. mll!'l_~ p.nroling to votll r:an or"cur for 
grade 12 high school stlldElnts. 

Creating palil1erstl ips with youth initialives can help raise awareness and a cultllral 
commitmero/ to participating in elections. Pat1nerirog with online youth servi.:.es sur:-.h 
as wwwactnow,com.aucanalsohelpWnktheactlonolvotingwithissues that young 
peq:>le experience in their everydllY lives 
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Polling Staljons 
I hi! Inr.llhon and 'ambiance' 01 VOling 310tlon~ roll make 0 d_loronoe 10 me deIJroo 10 
which young paoplw I_I w\lI~'t)I ne, encouraged and see vol ing u. relevanl to ttl81r 
IIV85 a l'1(l lhp. .,..!\UfI!I Ihlll they lace . Too loUowing :suggorotion:l orc rTIildO t1y Reach 
Out! Youth Ambassadors; : 

USC SMS !ochnolo\l~ 10 ICI1'Nnd poople at>ou! the d<lllils amJ tiTU I;I\I or ehl c:tions. 

Take the polWr.g matron!; 10 plaoes where yOUllg people arll alrllad~ en\lagw. 
Say 10 a sh:)PPlr'Ig centre, ill local PCYC, or yDUth centre They ('jM't nfll'!d 10 
be bg 5la:ions, but enough 10 garnor :mootiorl and encourage lhll young 
pvop!w 10 \juiddy walk il and cast thei. vole and k~p on Ihl!ir way, 

Hav~ pul l s taliulI\O open longe.- - r.<ty until 7pm UAke it so tha t \here ~ 
!\offiI!thng al me pollng DOOIhS that wll entice people 10 como ana vote. For 
911HnTplll, iI IflN lOaUlNIlIf' .,;ln lEt o ll lhTi! BBO, 01 a rock Nnd thal plllying a t the 
l'Ichml hl!twe<!ll'l eerie ... hours !hat they ron come ancI WoJlch fo' Iroe atter they 
vcltl, Turn voting il,!u lil I tt>l8! Tt ra thvT than a m Ol"'_ 

$oms young paopkl fwltlTallt,.:,y ,hn't have enough inl ormlltiOl1I1b<Jut wh@re 
pol~ng ",tl'llinn!l Ine IInd what Ihey have to do when Ihey gel lhero. 

'Tht-y could hl\W! "'- ... "miMr tor fire! time vOlers. ,.thal'd' be 0001." 

Close of Rolls 
Yo~ plilOple <It the I" .. pjr .. Foulldatic)(IleU th"t c losing the roll$ ,., to !I --'< in 
~lIncfl rliMdIJl'lntaged young people, In addilion to leawng rolls open fOr longer, 
young peoptI boii9v9ltiat havillll uu lill!'! f&gislralion would make enrol met\1 ea5er 
lor Ii~t time WlII'!I!\_ 

"Often times yolTn!) r OOf>1'" wnr1< wrUlnevl'!I they can Del work a nd sornclimc!: that 
meal'lG wot'king up 10 or mllra than 10 day", lilra~ \l. ThttlllkTr~ ~ tlwy Clln efl,of l on 
the net it Wl)ukj b" ~ mnr,h mo<e Vl8ble option fo r many ycUl"lll people," 

" tf young people lire ",,~trr,tl'!d, !limply bec!llJSlllhey have not lhouQht OOOOJI crvolling 
before an election is called. and realise on tllll <Jay ul Ih", annuur,cament Ihat they 
need to enroa , but aren'l gi'ffln th/il I'l(Ipt'H'lUnlty. they wil be severely di30dvof\togcd. 
NOt to ment10n pissoo off If lhey get a fine," 

FiJ(ed Eleruon Day 
Young people support tM illl''''' (If 1111\(1111 IIlf!c1Joo day: 

"I think Ii ;o;ed lel'ms are an e~ellent Kie'.a C"" llnlly thl! OI'lWl rnment's ere in powe r for 
orour.d;2 and hall yoors, hOW does m at achieve anything lor the Wl(l." .,:urn" ... nity . A 
H~ecJ h~rm holds Itw govenvnent accountable 10 electK>n p")ml!\A~ ",1'1<1 tn df!l'ld lines 
lor i/llllementing reforms and ch.:l.ngo." 

Others pointed out Ihallhe period elu ring which an olootlon Is caned anel the elall! it is 
h",ld can tit< oorlfu\O;11<.I A fix""" elwctoo day wo ..... d help enSUr& !ha! /'Ill petlple . M W 



'JJtw-n Ihey would l1eed te vote (and \lJouk! also help cia,i!', hI' whfln thl!y n~ed In 
enrCn), 

Voting Age 
Y<){Hlg peope slI<J!J9sted Ihat people aged 16 and t 7 ~h(]LJ1<1 hl'lv~ nptlOl1BI voting 
rights and COn1piJISOl)' votinO shoold be left ailS, 

Education in Schools 
Yl1lJng r»"opie believe that civic education in ~r.horll ~ i~ VI'IILlllhle /lOO shouk::l include 
discussions aboot current affairs. They argLJ9 lhat looS8 subjects ;:llOUld 00 J.><lI.I~U 
~nd t""ilit"loo in partr.ership wilh students, prollit1ing M ~r.tive learning envlfonrnent 
and demonstrating the Commilrnell1 that adults have for involving young pIluiJl", ill 
d"mocrlltic processes, It ~ importal11 10 rontfl thllt rflMl'lrr:h tinns Ihat students do not 
necessarily relate their experierlce of StlJdant democracy (say, irl Stuu"nl 
R"prfls,,"t1llive Councils) with broadflr t1em(]o1ltir. ~tllJr:tlJres m politics (Saha, et.al. 
2005), Schools must consider ways to ooouinely involve slud~llI~ !IIU'U<lll .. , 
nf!('jru('m m~ <ir.g - ;""d encourage studEmt.~ to p~rlit.ipatfl in this proces3 

YnLlno rf!O['llfl ~Isn rflpn rt th ~ t a<;('.e&~I'''' 10 'fll~vant ann f!ng8{llng on~ne re50urces 
wouk! give them flexib~ily to intGract with informaHon about "ivi" ""'<.ja'-l",OII"t vubide 
(lj .'; r.hool h(lur~_ 

OvP.r rp.(;~nt yAAr~ int~rnet 8Ct."~~ h~.'; hP.f!n inr.rf!a~Ing signlflca nlly, Between 1998 
and 2003 too proport ion of hOlJ!)eholds with il11emet access murlt 1l1'''I Irlf;loo ("_",, 16 
pert.p.nj in 1~90 In 5.'3 pflrcp.nl in >'003 (ARS, >'004) tI12oo:1, H2 percent a/young 
people aged 14-17 and 79 percent of young peopJe aged 18-2~ rspmliKl vsillglll!l 
interne! (Deparlment of Communication~ . Information Technology ann thl! Art.'; . 
2004J. As a result the intemet represents a growing arl3a for potential sllrv l:e dsliwry 
that can reoch a large proportior1 of the population. 

This submissiOn argue~ that th~ Govemment should e~plnre nllw WI'IY'" nt de~verir1g 
civic education to young people, and 1hat greater ;nvestmenl be made in dev"lupillg 
'lnrl evi'\ llIating sc~leable resources which can I:>Il ~ t.t.~Med hy i.'l<llllted schools. as 
wB11 as yourlQ people enoaged in home schooling or school of tnll air, at low ulli! 
co.~t 

A service s,rl-, 
information for 

, run by the Insri'p. jo"nrtalloo, wll provide 
social issues and will enable lharn to 

e~pIore 1'~::i~~;:OO; through ti Voting is 
significllnt opportuo~y for tr.e govIO'rnrfleot 10 
similar scMccs to C~hal1CO tho civic litoracy 
voting 

Givic ~ncl Mcil'll right~ 
and thare is 

between 'CO /lnd 
people around eleclions and 

Political Parties 
Young people are intcmstM In a range of Issues. but are often only cOl1sulted on 
issues that a predefinM by 'adults' One Youth Ambassador writes' 

"A yrl1lnO r",'snn r:in .. sn·tt~k ... " k",,,,, inte, .. ...t in IhAi, ~llr~ r'mnllillinn ~l tr.- Ihpy ~ {f' 

a long way away from rctiring But they do cam about other issues, AnolVthem 10 
be E'llg/lged in creatir>g policies that ~dd'-e5s issues that effect protoundy (l{1 their 
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IlVell, for P-"'''mp~, ffllUCdlion. fli rtS, het\lll'l i:;suct;. being Ilhlc to eam a f aaSOllablv 
Income 10 support Ihlmlwlws. EnSlaQe.· 

Young peop'e leellhal poI1ictarls at" Ollllflllol iolerestO'id in unde'standirl!l the needs 
Of opirlions of ;o::>ung people 

"1lhink that ~itj.::al p",rties need ICI ber..ome mar'" tocu~d on what ie. o.fledll'g the 
live.! of young people. They nooe TO ensure that they are abkl to IilXlJlaillth .. 
deeilOiulIl' allo changes that they are m"'''-ing It ~eems all tho:>vah pc")Iltlc lIlns don't 
rflt\ly r.~rl! lIbout people thot oon' t vote lor them (le young people and Iwnaglotr~l. 11 
noOOE 10 I>tart with th ilpuljtjcians If they lino (Ne.- going to mllke polilir..s ~ I"lmAthmg 
lhat '11 h'~lpflll for I!lfflryone and rtOt juSt those who arc old (lfIough IQ IIOle: 

Politicians 
Ac=<uiny tu Ullti YOtIlh An lOa$Sado< 

' [po ~ticiim'" can b l!ll ftl 91loQagIIJ by listen ing 10 young people I'IrId h~in9 ltVailable to 
o1boK-..u59 young peoples concetr.:J with thom. 11 politicians become fe5PQ'lIiiYu tu 
young po;Klply U!e<l YOur""oQ peopkl will become responsive 10 thE-m. Th.tIy rI~d 10 Ie.ke 
IM rif~ step. The~ need 10 get QUI 01 the if suits and lies and ccme down t(.l th ... ~!JoI 
of young PIIOfJI ...... "d be wWling 10 give them the tim"" that they othelWiM (l1V"" to those 
wh" I'If'" (lid enough to vote. This dot'lnltely would have to be one 01 my pir$(lIlal 
blggelit bug b~ar"' ." 

Sites su~h as W"fIIW.aqllllW.\iIl!J\.au voil r<ipf~i!nt ,'ssves that ;o::>ung peqJlp. ("".I'I r", 
about . whl'lt th"'Y hllVe 10 lIIIV arid wI'ItI! they'd li k.e to 00 aOOllI. them. In Sl.Pl>Ortin9 
tho<"..e services by ploVldirtg fUlluiu y, flll>OUlC~, netwOO.:s, endolsel"T"let")ts 8<"KI ttrough 
effective partnership. g(IY~_l"It.~ wll f!flable young people to develop operl spaws 
lor diooussion. debate and action 

Being Heard 
Y n~miJ j1<'!OpIe e)(p"",,~se-d d isol l!.l siOnment wrth g-ovcrnmcol oppol1uroitles 10 voicti U .... ;, 
OpInionc , 

"My e)(psrience wasn·t 9\1\1/.1. I" Qullen sland , a young person has to IJI'I~ It! hI'! 
involved. We don·t wlI.nt '" hllv"" to plly to vOICe our opinion ... I am talkl llg &pecilicall~ 
about being inVQlVllo with t lM,l Qv"'lIn .. lam.l Youth CoUl1C~. Another rea!oOl1 I M VI'l not 
enljag""d on \IovemmP.l1! !"IfIPtlrtuMin 's bet:ause, I simply don', loollhat .... tl at is oone 
and said is ever acted upon. Thera seenlli tu VII nO cum;lation between ...nat we Sily 
and what happens in the future" 

Thi, ,~~s ,ese~lfch that mtI '"'Y young peClfJle 11.1'" skl!jlhcal at formel govclT\3l'lcc 
structures (SaggCf$. 01.31. 2004) This has been attriilutad to (;O" liO)ing YOUlh 
illv ..... van OOl<lt in 00"lIit partittJlar me-<:hanism (such as youth ArfI"" .... 'Y Boord or Youth 
CCll.-,crlor role) 8 00 ther~orc cxcllJ(llnllthc oplnlons ot many young pWj)\~ -
partlcu1,uty Ihooll " .. I K) '" e d lsadvil rllagi d in SOITle way (SI'Igger'J. 'It. ... I, 2{)1l4) 

"In my pIIrsOllallotxP'Ofi ~ rl(; O;l wl 'lln l one time wan led to meet with my 1o'\r:.'I1 r.("J.lJr-.cilor I 
WIIlI told that I would hl!VI'! to wa il approxlmtll ""ly 3 months bclore I could have a halt 
hour m""till9 with him. I found tt"~ r .. rdv di~c"u<",~ing b..c", ,'5<) I ",,,,,' I>t1 In r1i~r.u~!1 
som....thing that W,",S imrnrtMt 1l"l"'1'I t"lutl w!l~ Just pul off ond told 10 IV3It .'· 
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How should government involve young people? 
Suggestion:; from Queensland young people IrlClude: 

Face tQ lace 
Ollline forum, 
Workshops 
cU"r"""'llC"'S 
Don't onty nllv,", one-off con~uHatiQns, develop ideas aOO create nn energy, 
but wntinu9 to monitur it ,md ItllCoora\,l'" tt,,,, oo~"'upr"",,,t <)r the young 
fl"'r.~oo'~ LnvolvAmflnt in Ih'" der.l ~ ion making process. 
Ragular communily youth mllsting in a local ~ornlT1uT1ity )"Juth '-'~T1tr", (w;,,,,re 
Ihp poIitidan is there just In listM). 
Faernack to young pGOpla what has rn.lln donll with information galh",roo 
tmm r:nnslllt",tions 

Taking Action 
8eif1!J abje to participate in decisiol1 makil1g, bein,. asked an opinion, having it noted 
and acted upon, 8eirtg given oppoi'1unltic3 10 gct invotved with dccioion makiflg and 
policy d,;ovelopment is an irnp(Jltant part 0/ being a yc:oJng person. Being able to 
access resources, trOOk tl1e impact 01 their contributions, ohorc oxpcricncQ(;, 
networks and leam from posrtive role nlOdels ". cootribules 10 lhe developl1ent 01 
politioal ellioacy, 

What role can non-government foundations or community 
organisations play in getting young people active and involved 
with democracy? 
NUIl-guvwrnment organisations are ill a Ul1iqu" pusiliun Iu de~very ~illic eduoatioll 
thal IS mellnnglut and r"':'\Onl'lle~ wllh yoong people. Organisations, such as tne 
Im;~ir" FuurK.iatiOll, have proven tral.i\ r""urd~ VI1 ""!la!-)in~ yool~ J-Jeople n effective 
llrod efflclenl Wlly.~ ID cietiv~r I'Ipproprlllte selVioes that educate !lnd build yourtg 
[)evpl,,'., ~apal,;ity to a~cli~s suworl neotwurks (www.reoociloul.com,au, 
www.beanbag_nel_II11)Thewwl.I.actQow.cQm.auis 11 new program (offici;::llauncl1 
pla'lf,eod tor NI"j oe) th,U w~1 enableo yuul1!-) .,>lOpie Lu eUu,-,,,,(e U'''rT1>;etv",~ ~Ix.>ul 
social and oommullIly oauses they are paSSionate about, and make it easier for them 
10 \leol il1vulwu, II will pruViU8 a wiw rany" vi" int<'>!!lIatiul1 am'! ~UPP[)ft through a 
commun~y webslie and online I f8Ce-lo.{ace skill3 development training foryoong 
P8UplS who want to learn mora about tt'IlSIl iSbueos allu tilld wows tu make a 
differlmr.",. l:>I'JCI!IJ.'l~ lh", ~II! hll.'l hI'Jen developed ill partnership with young people 
ttal GO!ltant, layout and int&ractiv& t9atures <lrll r\llev<lllt lu yuur,\! pwpleo ""d reflect 
whem they ~m ... l f.iP.",i~f'_'" !';11r.h I\~ IoV'oIIw./lCtnow.oom.1I1J will provide importanl oivic 
oouoalion to YOUIIQ paople in a proactivlI and oulturally rElISvallt way, TIle ~ilEl wiM 
inc-Jude inlormalion and sholicuts tor participalinn in tmml'!l pnlilir..o; hut rhp. dI'Jgrf!p. 10 
whiCh that can be done ellectivery will depend on ongoing collaboration and support 
from relevant agencies and orgar;4satioll~ 
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Concluding Comments 
The losp""" t-o lJndallon W€lcome~ the opportlXllty 10 make a subml56ion tu !I,,,, l l;lQaI 
and Coosti1ulional Convwl\tH;l oI lhe Quee l"lslard Parll2meo. This Commil1-. r.1Yl 
help redre~s the in('.rfl~.o;jn!J dl~ef1gagemenl of young people from formal political 
process ond polillca l parties by 9{jucalillj, promoting and supporting the ",ays in 
which you ng people are gett l"'J invnlvl!l'1 ll00 tllking action. 

U I l~lO~ Governme·nts support &Xlsl ing servir. p.lI Mvp.lnped for arid by young people in 
which l a laSler cillic engagomor"ll we risk alienating young ~i<.Ilrom formal 
PlOCIISiiWS of 9l'lJ«fnme'll1. SIrQng lInks between p olicy IIrYI proc!!ee can be festered 
IhmuUh 11 mul~ -1a celed approach 'ha' emphasises 'Jo ... aJllIT1anl-oon.IIUI~ \V 
collabOfation by u(ilising J;~,ting 'ntfllStructure and network!; ,1"", <1 oy young people. 
An tnr.t""'~ use of tnlOrmoliOn Communication Technologies "";11 al&O "', .... ,,<.:0 .he 
scalability and co",i-efjil;i90l,;l' o f c IVic education inrtiiItJves 

Accoro ngly, _ suP}lUfI II OOit Com,nitteE"S inquiry and recommeru;! 'hlllt \111'1 Commllee 
ro ll ll l", .... oniljr.N'"IlIy inctea,ed InveStmcnl in o-Inamlno mitiati'vDs. InckJdW"!g Jt!\Ott",,,,:h, 
as part 1,11 a 9rsal9r invlol\;lrn\in t in civic edo.-;:aliol"l and p!"actice tQ WOo'" Ir#l 'l"1l'i1 young 
f1eOf1 '" (l p.vP.k":{l r.Mc etlica.cy. 
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