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Summary

In Australia:

An estmated 300,000 young people between the ages of 18 - 25 are nol
enrglled to vote (Saha et.al, 2005).

Rasearch finds that young Auslralian are nevertheless active acrass 2 hroad
range of political activites [Vromen, 2003) and want to make a ditference in
their communities.

- Hesearch has found that youth participation, including volunteenng, can help
young pecple to make positive connections with the commonwealih and
enhance civic cngagement (Flanagan st.al, 1992},

- Education and providing opporntunities for young psople to understand and be
pulitically engaged contribute significantly in their ikelihaod of voling (Saha,
el.al_ 200%)

In addilion, fhe internet is expocled to become young oecpla’s preferred inlormation
source by 2007 and a growing bady of avidence finds 1hat e-learning initiatives have
the potential to enhance face to face promotional and educational services at a
fraction of tre cosl. Onfine services can provide young penple with an actve learning
space where they can reflect, network, engage and build ekills,

In additinn more needs to be done 1o support cvidence-based regearch on
community-bassed initiatives and collaborative projects between governmen! and
community hat seek In provide civic educetion and foster political engagement in

young people.

it Intarned g cumanthe Fue ind nonsd Sigralicaet medwm with 10 4 27-year-olda, behind TV and radic, bul oy 2007 4
B preecd i bl Lo hecome: their primany medium, assoanting lor 45% of their meda lime [Socl, 20040



Terms of References:

Education/Information

Young people make connections belwegn the diflerent areas of their hives, such as
work, school, family, friends and popular culture. Linking awareness campaigns to
uther gutivities in which young people are involved can strengthen thie message and
leaitimacy o enralling ta volde. In addition, research on youth padicipation shows that
involving young pecple in cecision-making is part of "a procass of building
relationships of mutlal ohhgation and trost across community sectars” LIohns,
Kilpatrick, Falk & Bulford 2001, p. 29).

Quesnsiand Youth Ambassadore to the Reach Outl service advocata thal the EQC
sheaile:

"Bea more relevant in their prasentations to schocls and young people in the sense o

giving examples as to how voting and having your say doas aciually atfect the way
that pelitics and the state is rn. Have pastcards and stickers as weall as the current

scnool presantations that relate more (o young peopla rathar than the midele agsd
perach ha is often presenting it. Maybe even getling a young person to make the
pressntation so that the idea i voting is made more cool to young peopis hese
days.”

“Ciet young people directly invnivad with creating the message. don't patranise young
peupla, respect thair inteligence and maks it enjovable.”

Voter Registration

Young people coatributing 1o this submission suggest the foliowing ideas for
tacilitating voter registration for first lime volers:

Oniing registration, Allow tha fonm 10 be completed and senl over the net

rather than just by hand as many more young people now arg using
computars on a dally basis to complelo heir harmawark 2e woll as chat to

their ‘riends and visit their favourile websites.

Link BEGQ site ta other popular sitas {such as www.aclnow com.ad Jthat
younyg people visit oflen and make il appealing o somegne who doesn' want
to read BN es5ay on how o apply.

Ensure that eligibility 1o vote informabien 15 clear and easy o understand,

Have devaters days at achaals to where mass ensolling to vote can acour far
grade 12 high school students,

Creating parinerships with youth initiatives can help raise awarsness and a cultural
coammitment to padicipating in elections. Partnering with online youth servires such
a5 www acliow.com.al can also help link the action of voting with issuss that young
peaple expetience in their everyday lives.




Polling Stations

I he Incation and ‘ambiance’ of voling stations can makc a difference 1o the degres to
which young paople leel welvume, encouraged and ses voling as ralevant to their
Iwes and the msues thal they face. The following suggestions arc made by Reach
Qut! Youth Ambassadors:

Usc SMS technalogy 1o remind paople about the dates and limes of elections.

- Take the polling stations to places where voung peocpla are already engaged.
Say lu a shopping centre, a local PCYC, or youth centre. They dan't need to
be big stations, but enough to garner attention and encourage the young
people 1o guickly walk in and cast their vole and keep on their way.

- Have poll stalivns open longer — say until 7pm. Make it 50 that there is
snmething at the polling booths that will entice people to come and vote. For
example, a free sausaye sizzle off the BBQ, or a rock band that playing at the
schonl batween cerain hours tha! they can come and watch for free after they
vola. Turn votng inlo an event rathey than a chore.

- Some young people feel lhat they don't have enough information about where
polling statinns are and what they have to do when they get there.

“They cadd have a seminar for firat time voters. .that'd be cool.”

Close of Rolls

Young people ai lhe Inspire Foundation felt that closing the ralls up to a week in
advance: disadvantaged young people. |n addition to leaving rolls open for longer,
young peocple believa thal having online registration would make enrollment easier
for first ime volers.

“Often times young paople work whenever they can get work and sometimes that
meange working up to or more than 10 days straighl. Theretore if they can enroll on
ihe net it would ba a much mare wable option for many young people.”

"M young people are rastricted, simply hecause they have not thought about cnrolling
before an slection is called. and raalise on the day of the annuuncement that they
need 1o enroll, but aren't given 1he opporunity, they will be severely disadvantaged.
Not 1o mention pissed off if they get a fine.”

Fixed Election Day
Young people supnort the ifdea nf a hixed elechon day:

" think fixed terms are an excellent idea. Crurrently the gavernment’s are in power for
around 2 and half years, how does that achieve anytning for the wider cormmunity. A
lixed term holds the government accountable to election promisas and to deadlines
for implermenting reforms and chango.”

Others painted out that the period during which an claction [s called and the data it is
held can be confusing. A lixed election day would help ensure that ail people knew



when they would nead to vote (and would aiso help clarify by whan they need to
enrcll},

Voting Age
Young peaple suggested that people aged 16 and 17 shauld have aptional voting
rights and compulsory voting should be [eft at 18,

Education in Schools

¥ rung people believe that civic education in schools is valuable and should include
discussions about current affairs. They argue that these subjects should be planmed
and tacilifated in partnership with sludents, providing an active learming ennronment
and demanstrating the commitment that adults have for involving young people in
demacratic processes, [tis important to note That research finds that sludents do net
nacessarily relate their experience of studsnt democracy (say, in Student
RAeprasentalive Councils} with broader demaoceatic structures ar polibes (Saba, etal
2005). Scheools must consider ways to genuinely involve studenlts in broader
decision masng — and encourage studants ta padicipate in this process.

Young people also report that anccesses o relevant and engaging enline resources
would give them Aaxibility 1o interact with information about civic engayement oulside
at sohonl fonrs.

Urwar racent years intemet access has heen incréasing significantly, Bebween 1998
and 2003 the proporion of househalds with internat aceess more han Iripled o 16
parcant in 1880t 53 parcent in 2003 (AR, 2004). in 20073, 82 percen of young
pecple aged 14-17 and 79 percent of young people aged 13-24 reporled using lhe
internat (Depardment of Communications, Information Technolagy and the Arts,
2004), As a result the internet represents & growing araa for potential service delivery
that can reach a large propodion of the population.

This submission argues that the Government should explore new ways of delivering
civic education to young people, and that greater investmanl be made in developing
and evaluating scaleable resources which can be acerssed by isolated schools, as
wall as young people engaged in home schooling or school of the air, at low unit
st

A service such as www actnow corm aw | run by the Inspira Foundaton, will provide
information for young peeple on a range of social issues and will enable thern to
aexplore 1he myriad of ways in which they can exarcise their civie and sacial rights
through taking action. Voiung is an impottant torm of civic engagement, and there is
signiticant opportunity tor tre government to support pantnerships between FCO) and
slmilar sorvices to enhance the civic litcraey of young people around elections and
weting.

Political Parties

Young pecple are Intercsted In & range of issues, out are often only consulted on
issues ihat a predefined by ‘adults’. One Youth Ambassador writes:

A yeming person doesa't take & keen inferest in ther suparannnation at 16— they aem
a long way away from retiring.  But they do cars abaut other issues, Allow them o
be engaged in creating policies that address issues that effect profaundly on their



lives, for example, education, arts, health issucs. béing able to earn a reasonable
income to support themsalves. Engage.”

Young peopie fes! that paliticians are oftun nol interasted in understanding the needs
or gpinions of young people,

“I think that political parties need o hecome mare focused on what {s affecting the
livea of young people. They necd 10 ensure that they are abie to explain the
decisiuns and changes that they are making. It seems as though politicians don't
really aare about people that can't vote for them {ie young people and teenagers). 1
needs to start with the puliticians if they are ever going to make palilics sameathing
that is heiptul for everyone and not just those who are old enough 10 vote.”

Paoliticlans
According tu one Youth Ambassador

“Paliticians can beller engage] by listening to young people and haing available to
discuss young peoples concerns with thom. [t politicians become rasponsive lu
young people Ihen young people will become respensive to them. They need to take
the tirst step. They need to get out of their suits and tiec and come down tu the level
of young puople and be willing to give them tha time that they otherwiae give to those
wha are old enough to vote, This definitely would have to 0e one of my parsonal
biggest bug bears.”

Sites such as www.acluow.com.au will represent issues that young people care
abaut, what thay have fo say and what they'd like to do about them. In supporiing
those services by praviding funding, rescurces, networks, endorsements and thraugh
effective patnership, governments will enable young paople o develop open spaces
lor discussion, debate and action

Being Heard

Ynung people expressed disillusionment with govermment oppornunities to voice their
opinions:

“My exparience wasn't yood, In Queensland, a young person has to pay in be
invalved, We don't want fa have 1o pay to voice our ocpinien - | am talking spectically
about beinginvolved with the Queensiand Youth Council. Another reasan | have nat
engaged in governmeant oppartunities (s because, | simply don't feel that what i done
and sald is ever acted upon. Thers seems to be no correlation between whal we say
and what happens in the future

This reflects research that many young people are skeptical of formal governance
structures (Saggcers, ot.al, 2004) This has been attributed to conlining youth
mvolvemeat in one particular mechanism (such as Youth Advisnry Board or Youth
Councilor role} and therefore excluding the opinlons of many young people =
particularly those who are disadvantaged in some way (Saggers, et.al, 2004)

“In my parsonal expenence when | one time wanted to meet with my Iacal councilor |
was told that | wolld have to wait appraximately 3 months before | could have a half
hour meeting with hirm. | found this really discouvraging becausa | wanted o disouss
something that was impartant to me hot | was just put off and told 1o walt”



How should government invalve young people?
Suggestions from GQlueensiand young poople Inciude.

Face to lace

- Onkiae forum,

- Waorkshops

- Conferences

- Don't only have one-olf consultations, develop ideas and creale an energy,
but continue to monitor it and encourage the developrent of the young
peraeh's involvameant (0 the danision making process.

- Begular communily youth masting in 4 local community youth cuntre (wigre
the poliician is there just to listen).

- Feedback to yvoung people what has besn done with infarmation galhered
from constAkations

Taking Action

Zeing able to partivipale in decision making, being asked an opinicn, having it noted
and astad upon. Being given apponunities 1o get invalved with decigion making and
policy development is an important par of being a yourng person. Being able to
Acress resources, track the impasct of their contributions, sharg expericnces,
networks and learn from positive role models all contributes to the developnent of
political etficacy.

What role can non-government foundations or community
crganisations play in getting young people active and involved
with democracy?

Mon-government organisalions are in a unigue posilion lu delivery civic eduecation
that 13 meanngful and resonates with young pecple. Organisaticns, such as tne
Ingpire Foundation, have proven track records on engaging younyg people in eifective
and efficient ways to deliver appropriate zervices thal educate and build young
people's capacity o geoess support networks (wena reachoul com. au

www heanbagnetan §. The www actnow.corm.au i$ a new program {officizl launch
planned for dpril 05 that will ensble yvourny people Lo educaie themsehves abaoul
social and community cauaes they are passionate about, and make it sasier for them
o getinvolved. It will provide a wide range of information and supporl through a
community website and online | lace-to-face skilla development training for young
peopls who want to learn more aboul these issues and find ways o make a
difference. Becziuse the site has heen developed in pardnerahip with yourg people
the content, layout and interactive leatures are relevant 1o young people ard rellect
where they are al. Services such as waww actnow.com.al will provide importani civic
aducation 10 young people in & proactive and culturally relevant way. The sile will
inchide infarmalinn and shartcuts for parizipating in farmal politics hut the degres o
which that can be done effectively will depend on ongeing collaboration and support
from relevant agencies and arganisations.




Concluding Comments

The Inspira Foundation welcomes the opportunity to make a submission tu he Legal
and Constitutional Commitiee ol the Queensland Pardiament. This Committee can
help redress the increasing disengagement of young poople from formal political
process and pelitical parties by educating, promoting and supporting the ways in
which young people are getting involved and taking action.

Unless Governments support sxisting sarvices rdeveloped for and by young pcople in
which to fosler civic engagement we risk alienating young people from formal
processes ol guwernment. Strong links between peolicy and practice can be fostered
through a rmuiti-taceted approach that emphasises govammsnt-conumumnily
collaboration by utilising existing infrastructure and netwarks usad by young people.
An ncreasing use of Infermation Communication Technologies will also enhance the
scalability and cost-efficiency of civic education intiatives.

Accordingly, we supporl the Committee's inquiry and recommend that the Committee
rall tnr signilicantly increased investment in e-lrarning initiatives, including research,
ag part of a greater investiment in civic education and practice to ensure that young
penple develop civic efficacy.
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