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Sections 1-2 — Hesponses from young people at the Ministerial Regional Community
Farum in lpswich, 17 October 2005).

Young people parlicipated rom Lowcod State High School, Flagslone Siale
Cammunity College, Toogoolawah State High School, Boanah State High School,
Bundamba State High Schoal, Marsden State High Schogl, Bremer Slate High School,
Wooderest Community College, Redbank Plains Stale High School, Rasewood Stata
High Schowol, Goodna Youlh Service and Ipswich ¥Youth Community ¥outh Service.

Eiscussion Togies

What assislance do young people need 1o gek invelved in democracy?

*  \What iz democracy?

Dehnitien: & representative torm of government whers cibzens ruls or have
conirol

e comment stated the governments® idea of democracy is not ours, we
don’l really hiave @ say,

Samocracy 15 not valuad bacause it [s not disgussad citen enough,

«  What have you lzared about dermocracy in schoolfelsewhers?

Governmenl is for lhe puuple 2nd young pecple dre invobeed in decigion
making. Wnare thers I community involvamant which incledes avaryona's
ideas il pravides a iminl awareness of ssues mpaching on soGicty.

= Should education about demacracy be a priority?

‘fos paople snodld be edusated about all forms of government for
sompetsney purpeses. Educaton around demoaragy should ba a priorily.
Schools need to cover democracy and there is nof enough laughl on this
subject. By educaling young people they can be prepared for paricipakion
This should be a parl of lhe curricalurn and currently it is nol coveread
suMiciantly.

All systerns of governmant should be taught in schools. Politicat views
should be allawed ta be sxpressed more openly in the classroom

T What mora could your schodl do to make surs that vou arg wall inlormad
and heip you valug our demogracy?

Frovide more packs (courses) in Years 1% and 12

Advertise youth councils more

Students naed 10 be helter prepared and government negds 1o demonsirale
fhat voling 13 worlhwhile

Yaung prople need o be istened to

' How could young people be better prapared to engags in democracy?

Parenls are influantial and negd to lead by example and ta bridge the gap
between school and university in relation te information and involwement and
the voling process. In order o vote young pecple nead o be beler
sducatad,



There is a need for rione youlh grovps and youneg peply W by baken g
seriously. There neads 1o be lurther input inla rural commsmitlas. Youeng
people cowdd be botter propared by cducation thro ugh Music, mMovies and
advertising, handouts and young peoples forums with guest speakers. I
reeds o be nated that not all young paople have access o lhe inlermet
Neaed Ly provide Woels o 2llow young people 1o make own choices,

Overall the parfisipanis saw Ieaching this suhbject as threatening for schonls as this is seen to
give young people oo much of a voice. More resources are required in schools for poung
peaple t have an understancing and be better informed so they can get involved.

Question 1

Demaocracy
{what is Dweriourgey}

Fomm of goveramen! whera citizens of the nation deamde which pelitical party and who
rulesicontrols the cauntry

We et o influence gur gowermenl

Thera iz mort than one group of peeple (0 have their say - but not advorsarial
Learming abioul democracy should be linked o all forms of edacation andd disaussecd
a4 part of vanous subjects. Schools need to cover the issue af demockacy in more
diotail and when it's relevant, for example in grades 10, 11 and 12 when young peopls
ars stading 1o think about voting and ways in which they can influshce 1he polley
agendad on issucs alfocting thom. Currcntly schaols do nat teach anough oh this
1I33ue. By educaling young people vob can prepare them for participation. A syslem
should Be paut in place so that young people can ser and understand the policias n
place in order to make informe s decisions

Eridge the gzp between schogl and university ro: inlormation and involvement

Me: the voling process - mast young peopla are ignorant abod the mle ol the nper
Howrse and {the Senste). Young people need to be better educated 1o vote. Dan't
know much about demoeracy - not much is taught in schaols - need this 1 happen.
Govammendedusators, parents need ta give youlh idea of what demaeracy means —
in language they ¢an understand.

Have a lot of things outside of school - nead 'stuff about democracy happerrng at
sihocl

Have mectings with tcachers  who take us 10 Farliament fouse but not much in
sehoot

One skucly in democracy (years 9110) but vothing in epper levels of sehiool

Young people at school ask other people what they are doing ic who vaoting for ang
don't really know

Abrlity for evaryone to have a say in govermment,

Young pgopie can vigit parliament house 10 becoma informed of constitutional
convoations

May wani tn &nred to vode bt don't know bow

Meadio look a1 alternaiives othar than convanticnal methods (0 Gat messaga aCross,
i, Mere moyics centred on pemacracy. oo not necd 1o be boring and necoasarily
promoted s a polilical movie, but could siill be pramotad as an actian movie but with
a arript thal prometes demaocracy at the same time as being entertaining. Another
way Lo promoete democracy and cibizen righls & hicugh muosic, e 'Greenday',

Meod to promoto and publicise prachical cxporionces 30 that young people would see
what nappens in reality.

Youlh coupeds should be promoted meie broadly Hrough the gducalion system qs
well as other ways.

Dpportunity to prormote thraugh arganisaticns sush as Rotary Aypen Nyte2 and Ayla
Education Quewnstand slarled wilh council inyolvernent, There areo’t many schouls
that hiave a youth council, Youlh councils ¢an provide an opportunmty ter young
gpecple 0 bo Involved I B5UeS atiCelng thom. Howowvar, [2achcrs need 10 ISten o
what students ars saying. Students should be abiz to select the members that sit on



fhe studenm counctl. There should be 8 senior aod primary council by ensure the
lezues affecting all studants ara listened 10,

+ Pareats need to lead by example, and parerts influence our thinking.

& Hard bo forra opinions wilhout infermation ww back i up

+  Govarpment initiEtives and events imvolying voung poopls can be gromoted by
advertising on TY; user Irigndly web: sites elc.

* ‘What do you think of 2 youth parliament? Can be innovative frealistic.

- & & & w

A reprasentative form of government

Tha qovarnment's idea of demogeracy is not ourg, we don't roally have a say
All aystems of govermment should be taught at schoois

We don'? value demogiacy because it s not discussed often gnough

Alow political views to be exprossed mora apenly in tho classroom

Toplc 1: Whal assigiance do young pecple need 10 get involved in democracy?

*
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Mare youth groups

Need to know who local representatives {MPs) are

Tazchers 0 tsach morg Ahout demesracy in social Sfudies

Studants notf taken serinusly — don't ask what you think

Rural communities - no one lo corme and spesk 1o us

Head to be providad with skills and information o be more confident to talk to
people

Mewd inpul on demosracy o happen in schools howrs

Meod legad graftit rules {an)

Young people stould be encouwraged to becnme involverd in decision making
provesses and their Community.

Can participate through union or political party membership

Fueryone should have an appartunity Lo put larward thelr ideas and thaughts
Joint awarshess and (ssues impacting on saciaty

Lemacracy 15 about getting people involved and connacted

Youryg are listered 1o byl graen lip sernce - no recegnition of young paople
£xplain role of young people in processiess daunting experience

More encruragament — recagnilion of input, how contribution wouald banefit other
young people

Bz a politcian

Tel how wote will caunt

Huw to vole card mock sleclion

Start process carlicr year 7

Studier demonracy a litlle year in 10 because | wani o ba PM_ Studiad geneal
aeLess W government, Should educale people aboul al forms of govemimend, for
COMpatancy purposas

Bhould be no political parties (all independents, peoples ideas change when they
govinko politics),

Mora on government In 3C5E more promotion of units on
Cemoeragy/oovernmeant (perhaps an ex-curriculum activity)

Should be included i general history of Australia goveriment.

Sumect at school called swudont devolopment - could study clvies as pan of
personal development (ile sHill3 courges also)

Gel involved website perhaps; net well promuted and some young people do not
have access to tha intarnet,

¥oung peaple need assislance to padicipate and engage with Government

Ordy adulls have a say

Sludents don’t roally have o soy with lecal MP's when visiting the schoal,

Do wisit us At schan|

Oider PPL java beligt that young poeopla don't wani ta get involved



s Whal sobpeuts aciually discose/stody politics e, Year 8 80SE Bundwmba, Legal
studias Ipswich 5HES Economics Gremear SHS. Neads 1o be a arlerlty as a lifs
LKilis subjeet or similar clomeant

= Young people don't have an informad say. Young people have ta have
carrernibement lo have a say on a lopic

+  lloppcars as though it is threatening for sehaols or freachers a4 kndwiadge o
infarmation gives poung people a voice

s I young have a belter understanding or are better informed they will get invelved

«  Govarmment could engage with young people by attending young pecple’s evenls
{nusich; give oul freehies; Young peaple's forum, visualivideo - infermation pack -
visLals

How should the government give you the informalion and the understanding
you need to have a voice and a vote? (summary)

= Whal does it medn Lo you Lo have g voice and a vole?

Aonumbar of young poopto expressad the focling of pride that thoy worn
recuired 1o vote Bnd therelore had an inlluence in the direction thal the
country was gning.  They falt special and ars worth someathing and they feal
thay have some contral aver the future

= How can government assist vou to learn about voting and having your
say?

Currantly the visw is that uneducated voles are made in relabion o chadsma
of the person not o the content of the palicy. Youll ol Wwday see peopls i
parluamam that ihey cannot relate 19 and do not know.  Local membars nead
to bo more involved and Decessible, Make promational days fun, providing
an envirgniment BB s

o Whal process works bes| lur you? (sehool, paoptilels, diseussion
groups, infarnat, aic)

It was generally viewed that pamphlets are a waste; peraonal conlac!s are a
lot more effective

Assistance needs to be pravided through mechanisms such as the schoal
curneuluim, Cenirling, and youth counecils,

It 15 an assumption thal everyons actcessas iformation on the nermet as
Many young poople do not hayve access 1o e nternet,

Suggestinn WESs made to hava a week of learning abaut g-:wernmenl and
demacracy and follow this up with & demanstration dehate

Concerns wereg raiged on the amount of information racgived by young people. Adults arg
workled atbout now, young people are woricd abou! now and the futurc. Yourg people need
fo be listensd too, Government nesds to provids a lat more infarmation to young peopie.

What does it mean o you lo have a voice and a vole?

-

[f wihen you spoak peocle hsten

Feople nay attentinn shows they care, able to put across your parspechive your view
fil you don't vols you don't gel & say)

If youhave a fresh idoa people must cansider it

Compulsary vating lorces peaple to vote fpeople nol always willing

Government has t¢ damansirate thal YOG s worthwhlle

Linkes me feel special

Hawe some control over the luture

Toung people wii yote 100 1NE DErSOn Not NG pany,



Poople maks un-educated voles on ciuwivma of the perscnnot on the content of
pokcy

Youth of taday see panple in parliament thatl they cannct retate 10 and do not Know
whal young people want Need somsone who can relate more 1o them. It 13 hard to
votc for somagne thal you cannot relate to

Invovement

Makes ma proud to have a say i lhe direclion of the country

Shows that voung people are worth something

All of the ghuve

No discussion on demoeracy on intarnet

How can governmenl assist you in learning about government and having your say?

Pamphiets etc. are & waste of papar

Cizcussion groups - people need to have Ume and nterast

internet - need 10 nave interesl and acyuss

School would be the best way 1o find ihe information,

Make il fun because it can be boring promotional day Le. music

Mo anc secs infarmation on the inferneat — an assumption is made that everynns has
access to the internat or will visit that site.

Government of the day promating current aclivities - il the government « a55i8HNg Us
10 learn it will be sligttly biased o the govermment

Mersonal contancts face o faco, have to listan

Person own age to educate — youth couneil

Both theory and practical applicatiun shoukd be made available

| ne:al members be involved

How to acoess

Parents pass down own values

Having your say in a comiortable fun emarcnment -- BEBQ; park

Using direct place for young people to engage

Arlverlize at school — make compuisory

Using school captain election process

Week lzarning about democracy at end of week do demuinsiialion debate
Involve professianal "work of politicians™ — all levals of government.
Through Ceantralink, school curnculum, youth council

Very mperiant to havo our point of view heard

Need piaces to voice our opinions

Education

Thraugh information nights tor parents and studems: contrelinkfyouth
programs/PCYE

Discussion groups

For all this to work, we need to see chanac

Adults are warried about nowy, we ane warried about now we are worrled about qur
futurs we want to be listened tuo

Acluilts need o listen!!

Govarnment need lo give us the information on how to legally changa things
MNeed to gve us the information in 2 way that mlerests us i.e. musiv

Tuopic 2 - How should the gavernment give you the information and the understanding
you need 1o have a voice and a vole?

Ads on TV, reaching oul to schools, workplaces, youth forums (aclivites based)
public holidays — citizenship days

Hard 1o intarest young peoply and unless government (schaofs and hosgitals )
damonatrates that they are listening 1o peopla and acting v el wishes

Make it youlh frienclly — music, Iively inferactive presentations, fun role play

Gat the young paapla Lo think by doing the process of government

Government has to demonstrale suppor for youth {public transport, governrngn |
listerng achvely)



Miscussion groups (yooth hoslels lsheliers) all methods (o veach different taret
Jroldps

Givd incantivoes 1 attend forums Le. knowmg sermething will ehange as a resull of
giving input

WMore interaction — hear what we have to say

Mot you're 120 younp, strawght trom youth bagk to youth

Wore open discussion less set questions eg youth relating to youth

Mot edvisory (QIY G} for whole State but i tocal communilics

If you want something — by

Whien you say something — pegple push you in diffgrent way — you nesd your pwn
words

Peaple wor't came of own good will - need to he invited and need ar incentve

if youny peosie were involved in the development of ads more people would be
largatad, 40 example of "work choice” ads was given these ads have baen largsted
at an older audiance and did not rétiect young peope m the workforee

Reing grven critical mtonmation woulcl assist in the process of decisicn making

\What vrays would work
Chat rooms - don't go [0 websitcs dam’t know about websites, don't Rhow about
GFMERATE website — nead to promuaote it

It means litthe because we tend to lake it for gramted
Regular loroms al sehioo]
The mozt effective process I8 open discussion

2. What are your experiences of cammunily and demacratic activity?

s Do you know about wabhgitieg where you can voige your gpinions? Have
vou lookod at any? Can you namo any ?

Wehsites provided inoludaed

s wWwiw ETiE Cam

+ ywwywaworldyision. com

v wwwanlineopinion.com

«  The green laft webslte
Ledt wing websites ncluding etan (East Timorese Actan
Metwori)
Theezrw wwets ar gwareness L websiles are here bul wene fouad (o e Loring.
There wasn't anyone who had heard of the GENERATE website.

= What would be the bast way 1o have your say on;
(A} issues you feel passionate ahmut?
(0 Govermiment plans and decisions that affect you?

= Passionate about improved sporting fasiities culturad actwtlas graifiti an
not to be labelled as vandala, More drama and musical thaate

«  dAnowledre s power

= Seniors nesd to get involvad wilh younger students

v Invelvemnent in more farums and opparunilies lor those who are
intgrestod

*  Sludeni councils are & good way to have your say buf there can be
rcvwer plays tedween junine and senior schenl. 1deas don't get stened
oo

¢« [nfgrmation about any of thase issues should be well promoted and
wisiblz, Shoukd bocomo compulsory

= Have you used any of the grovernment oppartlinediss fo voice your
opirion s aboul issues ?



GCENLCDATLE (websile)
Gel involved [wehsita)
nline Petitions
Onling consultations
Survevs
Questionnaires
Conmunily forums

B e

General overvigws that young peopls are cynical about governmaent young
penple don't feel they are lisiened too. Letters to newspapers work well, patitions
accasionaliy. Youth centres and drop in centres,

Were any of these helpiul?

Cuestion 3
WA STiE.COM
WA WO VIS oN..com
Websiles
Encaouraga more participation
Buring subject
Aware that wehsites are thare — not interested
Mare compelitions — (ie. Go-Kartlng) more |Kely to participaie benaflt many more
invghverrent
Youlh council - get ideas, highlighting issues

www onlineospinioncom
Protaest, truth, factual informatlon
We have nofused any govermment sites

Open relorm at schools

Comiortable non threatening environment for students to have al schoul

Ciass digcussion qroups

Infernet aite where you can voice your ¢pinion a (ot of teenagers use intornaot
Government shnuld give a day lor stedents on all imporant issugs that aftec! us
Cinly for student so older genple don't avershadow Us

School hour's naeds to be in schoal time

Maote schonls should have been given more time o b propared oF prepars studaﬁts_nrlor to
coming o this workshop. This is important fopic far young people to voice therr opimgn and
have a say.

Tople 3: What ara your experiences of community and democratic activity?

= GENERATE; The Green | eft wabsite; socialist source &gov.au 100% in nontrol
= Feal lhal government doasa't llslen to peopls betwasn electlons

Peaple power = i.e. | lealth in Queensland

Young people are cynical about the guvernment especially federal government,
Pehtians don't seem to work,

Government aglions speak louder than words

Sovernmonts judged on history not on what they gay the will do in the fuiure
Some change needs to be frrced through, penple fear change

What works: potitions only work cocasionally, letters to papers

Knowledge 13 power

Aclion = how to act when you don'l feel passionate

Interdet most popular ool

MNewspapers and schaals and you can reach a greal deal of paople flvers and leallsts
workplaces



Opinion surveys of young people through peaple wha have a refahve (neead 0 he
sure et inderrmztion will be weted on}

Youth sonirgs, drop in centres

Young people should he able to expect things ram local repraseniativas

Prowide optlons for young pecple (o takedollow if unhappy wih deeision that impacis
Bon't rush woung people into decisions — need more ime (o considar

Foer earming process — hearing olher peoples ideas

How long process will take  Baing preparcd before hand

Schools, Educalion Queensland and Centralink need 1o provide informaton

Micdie class people don't get support for Unfversity

Without infermation thare is no incentive to vote

Lack uf informeation on whel parties stands for, Polifical partios need b provide
nformation an thelr policles In plain English

Want to know something about our hislory

Newed o pomuote youlh coungils.

Yound peopls engags througn mugic

Kinerwlecle and information can be assistad thiough buddy systems between schools
Dy say is student council - power plays belwesn junior and seniur sehiool. W)
|unlars say is over run by senlars (Grades 11412}

Fhoughl abouol having Junivr dand Senfor student eouncil in achogla

Youny pecple gre more in lne vatke e lechnology - their viewsfideas are good
Young people's ideas don't got up

Informatinn re; demacracy/commounity forums ele should be well promoted and visible
at school

Intarested in golng to hings but want support of frisnds

Could have a forum at school, give fopics, open ended questions, get teadback then
raps to corme Yo wmrkshap such as this

It somathing e complutsony, poople at schogl will attend and than will oflen enjoy it
and get mvolved

Question; Whal are you passionale about?

Better sporting facilitios

Cultural achvities

Interested o art [graffit] but labelled as vandals

Drama and musigal theatre {want mare in sehool) recognitionfun/pasyingimusic -
cultural graups having a say

RALINTS W ETTIE Y

Question: How an you get involved in thinge you're pagslonate about?

Hehnnl senines to gat nvnlve with younger peopie Mo get oul there and make it
happen — rot just sit there

In pubhc schools — just attend — not encouraged 1o get Invoived

Maore cultural events — whole of community celebraling too

Governmernl needs 1o give out more granls so hal lhings can lake place

Urban schodls have better fagiities than rural schools

Young peophe need 1o gat involved in rmors iorums

Youth in the group did not know about GENERATE websire

Trere are |ats of lefl wing aclion groupa available through the web eg E1AN {EB3t
Tirnorese action Metwork)

Young poapls utiiss the network at school — usa for gaimas, a-hay, nistary, [ooking at
rental markats, regeiving emails and sending cmais

Same people will not be interested i leaming and participating in dermorracy.
People need o be given a choice, Opporunties need 1o be grovided [or those who
do have an Interest

Intorration on polilics should be provide it grade 11 and 12 not in grade B and 9
whers iniprest in this area has not heen developad

Bast ways of latting peopls have thelr say,



Forums onby get the opinlong of interested people
E-farums will be used more in 1he fulure,

«  Promata youth interactive websites school compuber links TV publeily

s lems on TY it there are interesting and want ta gt invalvad necd phone numbars or
ways 1o fallaw up

Guestion: How do you engage young people once they have |att school?

»  Went on a visit e parliament (concams aboul behaviour managamaont of siudents
mure {hat what is hagpening)

«  Socicly is ditferent naw “go with the flew” want 10 engage young people o challsnge
the syaterm

s Pauple newed to be open to ideas

» Al groups of young peogle need opportunities to get invoived

v More pragress talking/engaging with other schools not juat won schegl student
curil

Sections 4, 5 and & — Response from Educatien Queensland employees, yaulh
waorkers end parenis,

Guesiion 4
What rele can family and friends play in getting young people invalved with
demogracy’?

Provide the opportunity tn he involvad need 1o develon young peopfe's leadership

Mare discussions rathar than TV

Youlh parliament needs to be broader

Qpinions ndicabed Bl young people are negative an whalt government doas for

tham,

» Disengaged young paople do not have role models and familics that show Intarest in
them

e Parants nead to taks & broadar outiook and keep up o date on vurrent frends {
Family and frignds role in gotling young paople involvad f actlve rofa models taliing
abaut the process

s Give oppporlunity to be involved

» Lot of followers not many want 1o jead: need 1o develos young paople’s leadership
&g training during rolidays

s Discess provess (lalk politics) rather than watch TY

Youth porlicmont fmot 4 months ago) (e thiz tho YMCA parliament? Good way but

limited numbers so needs @ ba broader only ane ool

Do people care about democracy

Kids take a deflel parspactive fwhat qovernmant doas net do for them)

We take demncracy far granted and have o parteipals - only if woU register

Disengaged kids do nel have a role model {Tamilies that don't care as well)

Parents shouldn't be 20 influental as 10 make kids vore the same way as thay do

Parents aeed to update themselves (terhno genaration)

Chuestion o
Do you think non-government organizations and community organieations can
assist in getting young people invoived with democracy?

»  Certcinly communily orgamsalions can assist and youth workers do mouka!
damaocratic process

& Youry people see government set apart from them confusion between democracy
and politles

Do you think NGO™s and ¢ommunity organisatien can help?
= Definitely eg Oefum shows how we {Augiralia) can help cvaisaas
s Youth workers try to model democratic progoss



Kids z2g qovernmant as divorcod trom tham — ganarata fespecially fadoral and state)
thershore not voiry cficctivg in ives

Confusinn hebwaen demacracy and politics (can't have one withoui the other)

For kide 12 be involved need to model pracass In echoot g vota for Student coungit
Kids must s2e an outcome at & schad! [Bvel - success

Stutfent voice (abls o be hewrd it an spprapridle way)

Koy i3 school improvememnt

Srhnals do now recogrise student input,

Youth pariamant works whan participant 1ake procass back and it filtars throwgh,
Consultation role: depends on if theie input will be listenad ta and it the agenda i3 not
predete rminsd

©na view is that “congultation is a sham”

Muat enaure Kids Know consullation is apen clear [re what are we constlng about)
Pacifica students do not understand democracy

Trend for Kids to get involved with NGO's rathor that political party

Questian b
How can voling be made easier?

-

. 4 @ w

Do you think more young pecpls would vota if thay could do sa &1 any time in the
week icading up to an election withett having to maet any spocias condifions?

Mo you Mhink tha veting age should he lowered? I 5o 1o wiiat age, and why.

Oc you think enrclment 1o vote (processed by government), should be avtornati
ande you reach vobing age?

I voting made easier why limit to young people

Dltferant voling 1imes

apecial condilions eg under 18

Wote oo ine S5

[f you give too much SCops they may not get to it therefore best to Kecp 1 1o ong day.
We do have postal vote 83 an oplion

Mesds 1o go way beypang hgl = i kids don’t kngw why hey are doing it {passion] then
won't care about voting

Fut incurnigulum. eq ong day in vear 12 - intormalion day

His in curriculum now electoral commission does visit

In SOSE curriculum does ancourage rogistration

Lo net assumer that young people are a homaogenous apathetic group

Waeds to be ermphasised moe al school brcavsse kids den't have a clue

Key word is intereet - neods to bo rolevant

Technology is an area of inlerest: mayhe this is the mediom o ook them

They engaye when they have ig (eg work funion/Medicara levy, uni — student union)
Lower voting age

Categorically "No”

CHhar view — Youth forum mambate say "ves” eg some baliave they have tho matrily
at 16. Remembor 21 was the age now 14

Maybe option for 16-18 - could lead to "oplional® wating tor all

Congensus - Mo

Qur seeial conatrusts do nof atlow dispfay vou Are an adult

Enrulment lo vole: should it be aulomalic - yves

If it is a requirement then just anrgl them

If it i5 A choice, then this laads 10 cptional voting





