
Sections '-3 - Responses Irom young people at the Ministerial Regional Community 
Forum in Ipswich, 17 October 2005). 

Young people p,>licipated rrom Lowood Sh,te High School, FI.gstone Sb,le 
Community Colloge, Toogool;wl.h Stale High School, Boonah Stalo High School, 
Bundamba St~le High School, M:lrsden Stale High School, Bromor Stale High School, 
Woeder""t Cemmunit~ Coll"lOle, Redbllnk Plains StMe High School, RosewQod Stale 
High School, Goodna Youth Service and Ipswich Youth Community Youth gerv",e, 

Oiscussion Topics 

1. Whllt assi~t"nce do ~oung people need to !let involved in democracy? 

What is d9mocracy? 

D"tm~ion; a re pre~ootati"e torm ot oovemment Where ct,zen3 rule or ha"e 
control 
0,."" comment stated the go'lermnents' idea of democracy is r.oI ou'''. we 
don'l "",lly h~ve .. ~ay. 
Democracy is not vallJ$d because ills not dieoussad oll(ln (loough. 

What h~ve ~QU learnt abaut democracy in ~hooIIel5ewhere? 

Gov~"'m""1 i~ for lhe I"'ople ~nd YUI.Ir1\l """,pie .. re ilwuI"",u ill W;isi<;n 
makllll:l. Wnwe Ihare Is community inllOlvgmenl which incluoos gvgryonli'~ 
deo.~ it provides a joint awareness OI'Ssuo$ rnpa01ino on sOCioly. 

Shou1d educat ion abaut demccracy be a priority? 

Ycs people snoold be educated sbOut sll forms 01 governmGrlt le.­
ccmpetertey purpOses. Education around democracy shoukl be a priorily. 
~.chool!l need to cOver democ:racy ~n<i the,e " not eoough laugh! on thi ~ 
,ubjE'd. By ..wclllng )'XJng people they can be pfep~red fnr p~rticip~t"" 
Th", stiooid be,. ~ .. rt ullhe Gun,"uilX" .. "d ~un .. mly ij ;,; ,,,,1 ~uv~r .. u 
SUT!ICIOOllj'. 

All sy~1ems 01 government should I><! taught in ~choo~ ['o~tic~1 view~ 

SN:>.Jki be ;>Ilnwed to be ~xpr"Med more openly in th e ct~ ~~'<y>m 

What morg could ',':}lJ school do to make sure Ihat you am 1'1911 Kllornwd 
and holp you value our democra.cy? 

Provide more pach (courses) . , Years I j and j 2 
Ad ... "tis .. yo~th ~ouncils more 
Students need to be belief prepmcd and govornment needs to cklmonSlfate 
that voting 13 worthwhile 
Yo' ""J p!'<">riP. ""'''rllo he [i~t .. ns~ to 

How could young poople be beltGr Pfaparod to oo~aga in d9rnocracy? 

[,arents 3re inlh.Jantill.l and need to IMd by ex~mple ~nd ta b'idge the gap 
between school and university in relation to inlormation an~ invOIW·.IJ"lMt anrl 
11". \/Olin\I plOC~S~. In order to vote young people "e~u tu l>Ii lJ~t:"" 
educatad. 



Ther" ~ a n .... d f()r r"",~ YUl,Ilh grO\Ip~ arod yU1.>"lg "...,1" tu 00 t~ .. ", rn<>'w 
~~riou~ lv. Tn<>r~ n<><>d~ 10 t><> lUrlh,,, inpuT in\{] re,," I ~ommIJ:'l~I"". Y"'-"'!J 
poople could be better prepared by education Ihrough m[Jf; c . movies una 
advertising. h~ndout~ Md YOOrl\l peoples forums w;lh guest ~ peak"rs, I1 
''''''rl~ tn b~ nol~d that not ~Il you"g ~ hav~ acce ~s 10 Ihe inlMroet 
f..'w<J tu p'uvod" lw, 10 ~lIow young ~"op" I() "',.00 own choic"" 

CNeralllhe p.!.rlrcip,mts saw 1"~Ghing H";" suhj"d;'ls thrffil"ning for s~h<>oL, as thi.<; .. ~""n tn 
!Jr.,. Y""'''!) j)e'orM'" 100 much of a VD C",- More resoorces are required in schools for YO "''9 
pt'Opl" t<> hdl'\i an w\d<i,.lamJing and 00 belle, intmm~d,;o they can ~ .. t involv~d 

QUOSlion 1 

Democracy 
(wI';lI;" O"""c>c'~~y) 

• Form of government whore citizens of the nation decode which JX>lltioo.l pMy una who 
rule3IC0<ltrols Ihe cou~try 

• We g'" 10 ,ofllJlO'llCe Qu< go .... ,,·,,"""'1 
There is mor~ than ono group 01 poor:"o to havo lhoir zay - but nO( advamarial 
Learrir'ly 00"'" u.,"l<H;rdr;y ~ ~K ,uld 1", I ;nk"d io Hi ior",,, "r ",h;~li(]Tl ~nd d '~ClI.'i.~",J 

M p.YI I'll Hriol lS subjects. Schools lleed to cover ftle iSMre 0/ derrocr2C~ in morE 
<J;>ld' drocl wh."" it· , ,"'"vanl. tor example i,., gmws 10. 11 and 12 when yOlJl1g peupl" 
~'" itor1i~g TO tMink about V01Kl~ ood ways in which tl"loy can i1f1.wllCo lhe policy 
agenda on iGSUOG oftocting them, Currently nchoolc do not tench onou!,ll1 00 thin 
I~sue. ~y educali1g yoollg people you can prep&e Ihem for pat1c ipalion, A ~y3tem 
.nmwJ he 1',11 in r>lilC ~ M TMt Y"""!) 1"''''''' ,",," -"",~ ",-,n "nrl~ .... tMd tM "nli;.i~~ in 
place", oedel-to ma~e i" lo,-,-,-,.,o d'-"Cisioll~ 

• Bridge the gap botw~on school and \Kli~orsity re: inlonll;Hion nn<f f lVOivomonT 
nl!!: Ite yoling proc"s~ - most )/OlJ:'IiJ peoplp. 'UI! ionmant ~oo..jt In.. {OI" 01 too l!rl""'r 
HWM Md (!e.. 3"""t"i YOlllg people need to be better edLK:aleci 10 \o<)1~_ Don't 
kT''''''' much about doImoc,llCY _ nol m""h is tauqhl in schools· nood tMos 1<; h;ODpen_ 
GovernroontleducatorS. parertls need t(l g r.e voulh klca ot wnat domooracy moans­
in iar19LJage tMy can lJ:'Iderstand. 

• H"v", ,,- Iot ot th ings oots ide 0/ schro - need 'slut/' abool democrocy happ""Oog at 
schod 

• Ha~o ITI(){)ling~ with teachors woo lnke us 10 Pnrl~nmcnt nOU5C. bul not much in 
5Chod 

• One stwy in democracy (y.,ars 9il0) but nolNng in LJ~ I ..... o;ol~ 01 school 
• Young people al schoOl aSK other people whallhey arc d<Jiflg la who VOtill\l for artd 

den't WJ l y ~now 
• Ab:~ty for ~v~ 'yon8 to h~v~ a S3Y in government 

YeunQ P'/oplG can viIlit par i amllnt houso to bocOl"OO i1formed of constitutional 
oonvO<t1ion~ 

• M~y wMI!~ ",~,oI I" vole but don't know how to 
• Ni;!lId:o look al allernativos other than conventiollal m9lhods to gOI message across, 

i.o;>. mora mollioG contred on oomocmcy. do nOl ncod to be bof;nO and nccoGnuriry 
p'omoted B~ a political movie. but coukl sl. 1 be promoted ~~ an IIctien moli l! but With 
il ~~rirt tMAt rmrnnl"~ <iooomocracy at lh ... Mm ... lim .. ,,~ being entert~in in g. Anolher 
way 10 prCO-)lot~ d ~ r",.>cr«<:y ~ml ~iti<"" riyirls is ~lICluyh ",usi<;. i.o;, ·G,~er><Jd.Y', 

• Neod to promote aoo publiciso proctical e~porianccs ~O tMat yO lJ:'l g people would ~ce 
what ~8.ppens in rMlily. 
Y 0l.llT1 cwncrls shuui<J loo.i ~ , u",uto;d """ w IJru~<.IIV 1I.,,>ugh It.., ~du<;al iu n ')"t"'11 ~s 
woll as Oin9t" ways, 

• OpportlJ:'llty to premote through org~niSlltions such as nolllry nypen nyl~ ! Mj nyla 
• EdUl;:illl CO-1 Q ..... ~".tand sl ~,I....J I'l' ~h ~uu, ,,,;l "M.>fvw '''~''I, Th",,, a,o;,,·1 ''''''-'Y school>; 

that h .. vo a \'Q~lh oolJ:'lcil. YOOlh councitli can prol'idG ~n oppot"llJ:'l\ty tor yOU~Q 
people lO 00 InVO!Vd<J In ISsues affOC111)(l mem, HOI'ICVCl. lCacnCls need 10 Imon la 

what students are sa~in o , I)tudents should be able to s~ ~ct Ihe members lh.'lt sit on 



th~ stutl",,\ ~uur ,~iI. Thw'¥ s\!vulclLJ" ~ s .... ' io( ",,'d priIHa'), "'(Juncil tu .. ,-.wc", the 
tssws affoctlng al students are IIs1ened 10. 

• F'tlr~.11 " need to lead by example, and parent~ iI1fll!enc~ OUr thinkitl9. 
o Ha,d k> lom1 u~ir,",-,rn; W~11out informaliun tu b"",);. il up 

Government InitiatiVes and events invQjvi~ >"lung poople can 00 promoted b~ 
adverl;,;ing on TV: u~r tfiendly web 5i"~5 elc 

o What do you thin~ of a youth par~amlilf11? Can be innovativ\llrealistic. 

A ""'1"",~"nl"li"e form 01 oo"",rnmenl 
o Thg govarnmenfs fdGa 01 dt>mc>cracy is !lOt ours, WII don~ mally hav~ a say 
• A~ 3)'Slem3 0/ 90~emment should tle IlIlJ(Ihllll schools 
o W .. (iOn'\ y~t'N u¥m,-""a:;~ w~al1'w il is ]lot <.Iis~-U$sed 011e" ¥1X><Jg/l 

o Allow political vicw~ to be c~presscd mora op(mly in the ciansroom 

Topic 1: Whal a&&tslarocg do you~g prooplll nlJlld to gilt ffwolved i~ d~mocracy? 
• Mare youth groups 
o Nwd to koow who Iocill ""'F"",,..mtatiws (MPs) are 

TeaCflers to teach more atlOllt democ,aoy in SOCiat ::;tudies 
o f'/uoont.. not tahn ,.erioollly - don't B~k "'hill ~OLl thin~ 
• R...-~I conrnl.flities· no or", 10 CO""" and "I"'~k to lA 

Need to be provided Wllh sk~IS and ,nformation 10 be mow co~f;dcnt to tnlk to ",,,,, 
o N¥W .",ut (}J' u""K>C,a~y to h~w"n in s~h<>ots ll(}Ur ~ 
• Need legal gmfliti rulc~ (an) 

YOl""J f>"or"" ~o,-,kl be "","l)l"~O"d In hl!cnm~ inWlfvf!ri in OOci~ion m~king 
fXocesse. a.-.d R,,,;,- C(}JtlrT>Jnily. 

o Can participate tl1rough ooion or PC~lical party mombutship 
• Fveryone sho .... d have an opportunity 10 put klrward th ... ~ iooas and thought& 
o Jl1Int awareness and issUlls impacting 00 socieW 

Democracy is abolll cl'!tting ~II'! inVllfved ood coonectl'!d 
• 'I'00n9 ar" lisl",,,...,,J to bul gO" .. " lip ,""'v"," - ,,0 "~~C9nbon 01 )'U""9 P"QpiII 
o €.plain roic 01 ~OL.l!lg poople in proce~s~es~ daunting experience 
o t.lnr~ e"""'''''!J'''T'fml - ""rooni~nn nf inpuI, how r.onlrii>ution ",,,u\cl bP.""til "'her 

yoon9 p<lDpIe 

• Be a polklCian 
• T~ l how,,01ewilIGoont 

o Huw to vote card JnO(;~ el>IClion 
• Star! pwcc~o onrlicr yenr ? 
• St"jier:l demc.-,.racy" little yea; '" 10 bec~ lJSe I want 10 be PM. Slu<100 gMeral 

ac""'$ to yolJ¥rll""''''l. SIH)Uk! <'\local<; P"'opi" at"''' .... all torn>. ul go"",n:"",,,(, 101 
cOmplltGncy pUl'posas 

• I:>hou)d be no po~lical p3rti&S (311 ir1de(>flndent~, peoplM idM~ chtlnr;!~ when Ih&y 
Q(I into po~ti(5) 

• More on government III SOSE mora promotbn 01 urOts on 
~mOQrCley/c<>vemrnent (perhapS an e~-CurriOullJm activity) 

• Shollld be inclloded ., get"Jeffi1 hislocy of AlJstra~a gmernment 
• SiJbJect at SchOOl catled student development - could study civiCS as par-. of 

o~rsor;at development (Ite skrl 3 courses also) 
o Got involv",d web~;iw poi'rhap$; not "",,11 F"OInoted and S(Xlle young people d;J 001 

~a\19 acl;9SS to t~g intarnel. 
• Y oong people need 1l3llislance to participate and en~ llge WIth Gove'nment 

Only adults ha"" a .ily 
Studonts don't roolly have a nay wrthlocal MP'S whoo visitinO t~e &C1loot. 

• Unn'! lii~~,,~ at schonl 
o Older PP\. java beigl thal younq poopl~ don't wam 10 ~9t involved 



• IVhal SWj>"CIS >lUudlly di"C'_"'~!>ll"'! V'JIII;CS I,~, Y ~Hr e sos!': 8,...,d"'TlUH; L~y .. 1 
, luchs Ipswioh SI IS; Economics O,,,m,,r SI IS. Need<; to 00 a ~'Iorltv as a IWe 
&kiUs uul>jcct or flimilnr oloment 
YOIl"'J p"'opl!' doo't have an infomle,l "ay. Y"""'J people h~\Ie to h,we 
w, .. "~IT"'''1 lu toHve H SHY on a topiC" 

• 11 appoa'G as lhough i1 is threaTe"-i'lQ for :>ehoOlS or TeJehers as !u1o ..... eaQe 0' 
mformation gives ~lIng P80fl"' a mr.e 

• I' yoorlg have a lJeII .... lIndefstariding or ar" b\ltt", inlorrrntd I~y wiM ~lIt involv\ld 
Govomment COUI(l engage wlt~ young people by attendll!J }'{J~1lQ pec,ple's e~enj3 
11lu~ic); givp out frPehe5; YO""O I"'Op"'~ f<>l"LJI"I"l, vL~, .. lIvi<f"" - ... f<>l"rMt;;'n pock­
,,; suaLs 

2. How should 1ho gOllernment give you the information !I~d the under$tondin9 
you need to hllv!! 11 voic!! lInd 11 vot!!? (~umm~ry) 

fI mrnoor of YOlM1g people oxpro~sad tho feeling of prido iMt Ihay wo<o 
reQuired 10 vote Bnd therelore had an inlluence in the directioo th~ llhe 
r:nuntry w,,~ 9~"'9 Th"Y /ton ~rec;"'1 ~rd ar~ wnrth ~om~tMinO Mn thtty f .. ", 
they hsve some cootrol oiler ~1~ flllure 

How ca" government as~iel you to learn about VOting and M'~"'l your 
~ay? 

('AJ""",tly th~ v;"'w i~ lI1at ur>ed.ocsled votes are m~de in relst,on to chacism~ 
01 the p~so" '101 ()JI U", ~Ullw"t 01 n,,, puli~y. Yuutl, ullutl~V W~ f.'wf.'I~;Il 
pafl'am9rlt that lh\lY cannDt mlate to and do not know. Local rnembarE need 
to be more involvDd Wld acc()Qsiblo, Mako promotional days fUll. providi1l9 
an enVIronment I:>I:>U·e 

What proc ... ss 'W' ks INsl rUT YU<J? (~~11OU1, 1''''''1'' ,kits, <.Ii.~u>,iu<, 
IIrOUPS, int\>rngt, eto) 

Ii was !Jenerully viewed thllt pamphlets are 11 Wll~tll; persoo81 COnlao\3 are a 
lot LTlore eUecti"" 
Assistance needs to be prollided lIHoug1 nlocha"isms ~lJCh as tr.e school 
~u""-,ulu"" Ce"lr~i"k. ~J1lj yuulb wundk 
It is an assU"T1p1ion Ihat 9VaryOOG accesses tnlormalion on the in:ernGt as 
many YOL.l10 POODle do not MVO access to tne Intnroct. 
SlJgQealion WM made to ha.,~ a week of learning abolll (IOvernment IInd 
n.,,,......,rM;y Mrl fc:-rt nw this up with It c1ernonstrat,oo oohate 

CUJ1~erns wo", rais~ 00 t~ aLTIourlt or informalion roc9ived by younll people. Adutts are 
worried about now, young people Jro worr;cd aboul now and 1110 lUlII:"O. Young peoplo need 
10 be hslened too, Govemment nee~ 10 prOI'k!~ 11101 more inlormation to young people. 

Wh~t does it mean 10 you 10 hav@avQioeand_vole? 
• 11 wncn you speo.~ people ~ston 
• PMpiP. ray ;>tt .. ntinn ~how~ they car". able to Pl~ ltor0"5s your p""sperJive yCM.Ir vie", 

(i/)IOL &Ml' VOl9 you oon't \l~t ~ ,~y) 
• If you ~avo a fresh idea IlOQplo ITI(Jst cancidcr it 

(',om pL J;';ory vrlling tones people to vote (p€'Ople not always wiring) 
Gov .. rnm~nt ilas to dgmOnSlrale thal vOIinq is wonhwhlle 
Makes me teel 3pecial 

• Ha\le S001e cD"lrol OV"" th ... lut",~ 
• Young people wHI vote 10r m~ person n01!nO pony, 



• PilOP& mako U·H:.:lUC"~ ~V11<V on d'''' ''''n" o! the "".sq,' "01 on!"'" r=1P.1'11 of ,,'" • VOlJlh of \ocI"'f ~" JWI<'Iplft '1'1 rwlramenllhllt tney CfWlIlol re l;)le 10 Md d O lIo1lmOW 
whill \'OlrI!! paoplll '" .. n l /IW~ sorm!Or>It who Ca n ",t..1 .. mrv .. to them. I e M.d to 
vole Ior oomool'l(t thal yo", CilnnQl111lal " lu 

• Invo lvemHIl 
• Makoo m9 proud to h ~ v" .. ~I<y in I n~ d\redon 0/ the co u·,try 
• Shows th3!)'<lung people 0(0 won~ somuthing 
• All uf Ih" ~I.>uVII 
• No dooussioo on domocrac~ on inlOrrwt 

11o", can g .... "rnmeni .nisl yo u In IeMrMng 8boi.ol governm .... l .... d hevlllg YOlK ~y~ 
• Pamphlets elc. (lr'O 11 wtWe or paper 
• Di'iCUSsion gro .... $ • ~ I'II!fId 10 hllve tome IIIld ... 161e51 
• Inlofnel - neOCl to naw tole<W1 111'1<1 ,.';; .... w 
• r'-..:hooI would be me ~ W{Yf to rind \ha ... Iorrnalion . 

M .. ...., ill"" t-:ilUSIl ~ c .. " be bo<ing pmmminna l day , e _ ~ 
• No onc oocs fIIc,rn;dQII on the Int"'OIi>l - an "",sumpl;"" i~ made lhool e~ ""'~ 

.. ~s 10 lIle IIllernel e r .... I' .,.;sn a"I.ll 5 ~e. 
• (;"""""",,,,,101 tl-.e day pro,,.,,)/;,,., r. """",, ""1", il oe~ - ,llhe ,00omfTlOnI ol; lX:.G isllf\~ I.I s 

10 ,,":;Ifn it w'j l be s i yt ~l y bi ~ >;$d 10 100 QO\le rromenl 
rer~nal contact3 I"'Co 10 11100. hallG to ISlen 

• F'liorwn own ~!J'l to ,,"LJt: ~11l - )'Outh cooncil 
• Both theory amI praclk: .. l .. ppllc~ti "" , 1,,,,,,1<.1 W m~de available 
• I flC~1 rne~ be involVed 

• How ID """",... 
• Parenl$ pa(ID down own ~at ll6~ 
• Ha";" !) )'0'" $JOy In ~ QlmIO<tb~I~ tun enVTOMlMI _. 880; pat\( 

• Usin\l direct piaC(l lor yo:;HJnQ p~", tu ¥I"1"!l'i' 
• NlYertise at s:cMol - make comput:ofy 
• lfI; ing sdt ..... 1 " ",taon ,,1oK~0" proceM 
• Week \eamll\g :lbau' oemoc.aey;!ill end or _~k do doKo""",""""'" diobal& 
• Invoke p,oI~"""nn l "work ot poIotrcians" - 1II 1 1e\fe1~ 01 Iloycmmcnl 

ThfOU!1l Cunlrilrok, st:llOX.>! o;"or'lC ...... m. ,..,..n cOI)nd 
VfJry ornportllnt to NlVO 0\1, PO IrI1 0/ view heard 

• I'Woo<J "aeas to """'fJ OlW nriniorlA 
• Edl£~lion 

Thmu(t1 infnrm.!lllM n ights !or pnrent3 and ~ludO!1l~: ccntreWnk/VOUlh 
prQ9ramsfPCYC 

• Discussion gro~1 
For ?oil (hi~ ta wo r1l.. we neec 10 sefJ ctHln~ 

• Adult'''''1! wurr • .,u itbout now. we ~ ... '/'I"",ri<oo"l ~hnllt nr>w we 8re WOIrIeO QbOlII OV< 
tut\.f"t _ want to bg ~liIa ..... u tou 

• Art,~ ~ to listM!! 
• GOV<iI11me nl , ........ k.o givv us die inlormaoor> on M W' " 1"9" "" " henge tntl03 
• reea \0 ONE! us tho ntorm31iOn In a w~ tnat Ifl1OfOlil5 us I. ... "Ill""" 

Topic- 2 _ Ii<lw . hot.old It... 9!''II&!"nmenl g iYl!! you the Infoflnetion.., ::I the I.II'1C1!!O:laOOing 
you n.od '" tliiv. 3 v o ie .. . nd • vote? 

• Ad5 on TV. rea~~ lng O\I! 10~. 'II'OIlIplaoes. YOU ln 10fUIT\$ f~llo.tIt_ biI'>..:l) 
pul:>li: ~Y" - d t>U fl Shlp deys 
Hard to i'1wrllSt you"!! IiWlllw 1<, oJ ~l lfls gove,nment (~chor.r/~ ,......, hospt! l ~ ) 
demonstrmcn IMtlhey are listenln !l 10 pwpl~ <lOO octi-,y UIl \lwi r .... ishes 

• Make it yOllth f, ioonrlly - mu~i:: , IIVl'! Iy in\eriICtl~e presentatlOO.'l , lun '010 play 
• G(l11IIe VOllr1!l pga pl~ 10 thlr,k lJy Uull"lg Ih~ proce5s. of gow.rnlnMI 
• Ga~erom~ nt ~ BS 10 demon5lrOlO (lU ppOO f()f youth {pubk tranfiPQfl. 110-,."",,1 

fis.t.....,g arliw.fyl 



nis('.u~~ion grot'>'" (yot,th hoo\els )shelters) ~II methods to reach diff,"'~nt t~"J"'! 
\I'<J""~ 

Give incentivos to Qtten6 tor<Xns '.e. knowll1g somethi~g \VI I orwnge as a result of 
gi..-ing input 

• M{)]~ inl .... adioo - ~ ~ar wh~t ~ hav~ IQ say 
• Not )'Du're too young, straight trom youth back to youth 
• More open diocllss;oo less set qlJestions eg youth relatilg to youth 
• Not "dlllsorv (aYC) for whole Slate bl.l! t/l kl~al communities 

H you want ,'K>mflthi"!) - loohy 
W~,..., you say som~thi~g _ p~pli. push I'QU in diff~r~ml way - you ""Bd your own 
Word3 
Peopl e won't corn" of own O(}(){j wi l - nAAd to h~ invit~d Rnrl nfled an ir.c~nt"p. 

• If YUI.f'Y I'OO~ wl!m i~volved in jh~ development 01 dd" more P""I'"' woold be 
targGCoo, An e~ample 01 "work CMico" adS was given these ads haw been targ&ted 
at an older audienoe and Otd not reI lee! young people In the worklOfce 
A.o.ir>g gov .. " critic,,1 ;,f"'-I""ticm would assist in the proces5 01 OOc:iSicll mal<;"g 

What way .. would work 
Chat rooms -dOO'1 go ID wobo~o$ don't know about wobGitc(). dorn know abou1 
r;FNFRA T~' """bslle _ need to promote it 

I1 m~an$ ~ttle bec~llSe we teoo to take it for gramed 
R"'\lUI"" lor",,,s al "",mul 
Thg me~ 1 GUE'CtivG proCGSS is opgn disoussion 

2. What~ .... your experiences 01 community "nd demo~rMk "~tivity? 

Do you know aoout W\lb.it~s wtwr .. you can vo ic .. yoor opilion&? HilV~ 

yeu looked at any? Can you nJmo any? 

• 
• 
• 

• websites II'ICflKiill{lelan (CM t Timorese ActIOn 
) 

TI""w W",S d" dw .. r~,,~s s 11'<1 wwsil .. s ",r~ til ... ~ uut _," fuUl .... '~ t".. Wr,'8 
There wa .. n't anyone who had heard of th~ GENERATE web .. ite. 

What woL.ikJ be lhe best way 10 have your say 011: 
(a) i".""'.' YOI! fF.e.i r~MioM!" ah~LJt? 
(b) C'-,Qverronent pl<M1s 8nd docisioll5 ~lat affoc! yo<J? 

PassiQf18te abOUt fmprovod sportiOQ faoi~\Ie$ cultural actlv'tles gratfi!i art 
net to be labelled as vaooal3. More drama and musicat Itleatre 
i('lOwlllrl!)" L, pnw"r 
Senior. need to get involved with y01l1ger stLXlents 
Involwm~ nt In mom forums and oppc>r1\1nifi"" for those who a:e 
interested 
Student councils are a good way 10 have your say but there can be 
jY>wP, pr", y~ t"..lw~en jlJ<'lio' Md " • ....." <~.h"'"" Irl"'"" rl"o't !J"t I,M"n~d 
'00 

• Intormation about a~y of th~s~ iSSOO& should b" w~1I promot"d and 
visit>in, Should bocomocompulBory 

t-I~\I'" )'<'>1' " .... rt ~ ~y oIli1p o"v .. mm~nt oprnrtl nrt;fl~ tr> V<l<C.P yno" 
op~,ion$ ~buu\ i>c."",? 



... GENCnATC (we!l~ile) 
-L Get iwolved Iw~bsite) 
... Online P .. t~io"s 
.... OnliM consu~ations 
.,j. Surveys 
ob Que~lionn~ire~ 

.. Corm,,, ... ,ily klrutns 

• 
General overviews that yooo(l !)Wple arc cynical about govermont young 
people don~ leellh~y "re ' ~Ianed loo. letters 10 newspapers work well. p$tltioo3 
occa.ionany. Youth centres ~OO drop in centrBS 

Ques.tion 3 
wwyutir.CQ!1l 

Were an~ 01 these help/ul·! 

Www worldv~ion.com 
Website~ 

E"""LJr"OO!'l mnM partid!"'tion 
Bu(;''9 subject 
Aware that webs~~s ar .. ther .. - "ot inl~f~srnd 
More competitions - (Le. Go-Kanlng) mot(lllk91y to particlpale b_rtt many more 
involVement 
YO\Jth c"",,,ei - oet idp.a". high'ghting i~5ue~ 

www .or'Woouvinian,~()m 
Protest, truth, factLJai inlormallon 
We hove not used ony govonvncnt S~05 

Op<O'n relorm ~t schools 
Comlortabl~ flOn thr~at~inq .. nvironment fOf sti.ld'lnts to hav .. at school 
CIJSS Ciiseus&iorl groups 
Internet site where you elln VOIce your OPINOn a lot of teenaoer$ uae intornct 
Governm~ nt ';/-, ... "Id aive ~ ,-jay tor ~tLXlenl~ on ~ I imporlant issues lhal al(eel \13 
Only 10,. stuoont so olde,. ~eople don't overshadow us 
S~hool hour', nij~ds to be in "",hoal lim .. 

Note 3Chools.'<h<lu4d have been (liven more lime to bo prepared or prapare &ti.lde1ts prior to 
WIning to lhis work~hop. Thi" is import~nl topic far ~o1lflg people la VOIW the" Opinion OIIlC 
have a say 

Topic 3: What arg your expgrlences 01 communtly and democratic activity~ 

• GEN~RATE; The Green L.eft websil"'; socialist 5C<Jrc-.e @(jClv.a" 100% in lXln/ml 
Feellhat governm0~! OO0sn't listen to poopl9 between eklctlon~ 

• Pe-op e power - i.e. IIMJlh in Queen"land 
• Young peoplu are cyn;,;~1 "bout the guve",,,,,,,,t ~~pecially (,,<.I'I-fal governm""t 
• I-'et~i:m3 OOrn seem to wor~. 
• Govl?n"rlWnt actions s?"a~ louder than Vla'd, 
• GovemmOnta Judged on history rwl on wMt they say Itw wi l do in ths luturv 
• Some ~M~ng" """d~ to bl! fmcoo t~ough, re"llle fMr ch~ 

What works: p9tition~ only WQfk ccca~ionaly, IQtt .. r, to P"p!!f~ 
• Knawledoe IS power 
• Aclio1 - how lu acl v.rlwn you don't 1""1 passionate 
• Itltarnot most popular tool 
• N"'w'P~ ~ ~ '~ Mri 'r.honl~ ~nn y ... u •. ~n r,,;\<Cn a areat d",,1 of people flyers and leallels 

wo,j'pI~ces 



OpirMon ",-""ey. 01 yoong pe",,1e Ihmugh pl'!(lpl~ who hM~ ~ r ... I~',v~ (nAl'l1!~ f.,.. 
>C,,~ U,~, i,o/"",,~ti .... , .. ill>~ ~<;(~U "',) 

• YO!JI~ con:r9S, drop in centre,s 
Y 0<119 people ~oo,,1d b~ able to expecllhings Irom loc~1 r"'Pr~s,,",I~li"M 
Provode opllollS fo r your;g PGOple to t~ke/lollow if unhappy with oocision lhat impacls 
Don't rush YOllng roopie into decisions - need more time 10 cOl1Sid~r 

• P~"'-I"H"'ing IXOC"S" - hearing utl>.,,- P""fJ1"" iooas 
• How 1Or;g process "",11 take bair;g prepared bolorc hmld 
• SchoC>ls, Educ~lion Oueel1Sl~nd 1OI1d Cenh'elink "",~d 10 provid~ inform~t;':'-' 
• Mlddls class peoplra don'\ get support for lJnlvers~y 

W~h()U1 inlorm~lion therp. i~ co incentive to vole 
Lack uf in''''rn~bo" "" wh~II-'''rl'''s ,1",lCis fur. Pulil,",,1 p ~ 'li ~~ ''''w lu j)lwicle 
:nformatlon on lheJr polk;las In plalo1 Enqll&h 

• WIIDt to kM'" wmething IIboot our hislory 
• N~ ..u k> ",,,,,,ul~ yuul.h ~wr",iI • . 

Yoo~O pcople COQClgC Ihrou(jl music 
• Kno"""'<I!)' ""rl inl("\(m~tinn CM he a~5i.;tp.d througil buddy .. y~tflmS belween ~chools 

On'Y .ay is stud""t council - pow.,,- ~I~)IS b~IW<!~" ju" ior ~"d '''''ur ,dH,><.>I. WIo~1 
1lJi1lom say is over run by seniors (Grades 1 1112) 
TI ,olJ9111 "lx)lIt havil 'IJ JUIl'UI ",od Senior ~Iude nt council in ".;hoGl. 

• You,'\! "",",vi" ~r ~ 'n<." ~ i" I ... '~ ,..;tft tt,,, Iechl'Ology - Ih~ir view>lideas are good 
YOOl"lg pe(}plc's ideas den't get I.IP 

• InlOfm~tjnn ''': """""""",cylc.nmmunlty jorum~ B1c !Ihould bA "",11 promot~d IInd v~ible 
~t setool 
Interested in going to \hlngs btJI want s~port 0/ friatlds 
Coukj have ~ 'Drum "I . Ghool. give lopOcs, open ended que~tion3. \let feed!Jack Ihen 
r ... ps tQ corn ... 10 workshop soch as thi. 

• If SOmglhi~Q IS comp iJsory, pgoplG at i chool will att<;>nd atld th\Oll wil oll.m e"joy il 
and \l(]l onvolvcd 

Qu .. ,.tlo", Whal ~.e you passionale abQut? 
Bcl1C1 nportillQ f(lc~itics 
r.ultL.~1 ~r-JIVlt;"~ 

• inte.-...;tl!d ,n art (yraf1~i) !Jul 1 ... !Jelled ... ~ vamlool" 
• Drama nnd mLJSi(:allhe(ltre (wnnt moro in school) rocO<]nitionllunlpMyingJlnLlSic -

cullural graup~ hIIvir>g ~ My 
y,-,u,,~ ,",~'-'I'I<.> 

QU!!&llon: How can you get invOlved in thlnq& you're pa£GlonalO about? 
• ,,,,hnol """for~ tn g~t involve wi1h )"'JUlger people Ito gel out ther~ and mak~ ~ 

hspp"" - IXlt just sit 1here 
In putloc SCllooiS - just attend - not encOtJragM 10 get ,wolvM 

• W<>re cuUural even1~ - whole 01 oommooily celebrali~g too 
• Guvern"'~"\ ,,,,00, 10 giv~ out rn()'~ Y'""ls "U Ih"llloil'!l" C'"'' l~k~ pi...: .. 
• UrbJ~ SChoOlS hOve better f(lC~itiC51hnn ruml 5chool5 
• Yml1q people need 10 gel involved in m(>""", Iorc,",s 

Youth In the groop did nol know about GENERATE I'IGbsim 
T~l!re IIr~ I~t~ oIlelf wjng IIction group~ IIv~ilable Ihrou\tl th~ web eg I::: 1 N-I (I:::B3t 
Timorese ~ction Nelwork) 

• YoooQ pooDle Ulilise the nGtwor\( at school - USG fOf qames ... ·bav, ni.l0ry, iookinq at 
r~~tJI markets. receiving cmail5 and 50nding omail5 

• Some people wil no1 be interested '" le~rnin<J Md p~rtidpalin9 in rlflmOC'''''y 
P"'-'PI~ 'KI"u:o lJ~ yoiv.,,, a chui<. .... O;>llO<\,"".li,,' I"""d tu I.lt' p,uvidood IQr tllOS~ wilO 
do havG an Interest 
Infonralion On poli1ic.-. soould be provide fn o'~de 1 1 ~nd 12 not in Oracle B a~d 9 
vlhere in:""",M in thi~ lOre~ ha~ riot h .... rI rl .. v ... ll">fl~d 
Best ways of klttinq poopla havG tOOl say; 



• FOtUms only lJot the opinions of ,flter9stec! P90pl~ 
• E·lonr'l1~ will hP. "!led more io lh~ fulur~. 

Promot9 youth imw .. ctivII websit .. ,. sdoo ~"'ffl~ut"r '"b TV pubkity 
• Ilem~ on T .... ~ there are InteresMII llnd wnnt to QC! involved noed pl'\On9 numoors or 

ways to lotlow up 

Question: How do you engag ... young people once th .. y h .. ve 1@lIschoot" 
• WMj rlIl a v;,;~ \0 parliam~ nl (concerns atloul behavrour manll.\lemcnt 0/ ~tudcnt$ 

mUl~ :h;ot wi1at is haDpe,,;ng) 
• SOciety ~ di1/men1 now "go with Iha IIoW" want 10 ~~ .. g .. yOUllg people kl ~il .. I"i\goI 

th~ ~yalem 

• Peu~l .. fl .... d to be open 10 ideas 
• All groups of \'OLIIlQ people need apponunltllls 10 qlll flvolv .. d 
• Mo,,~ progrl!!~~ t~lking/l!!n!Jilging with olh~r 3Chool~ not loot won school stLJdcnt 

CoUl"'~ 

Soc1ions 4, 5 and 6 - Ftel:ponl:lllrom Education QUMn$land employee5, youth 
worke~ and p.rent$, 

a_suo. 4 
What rol. can family .. nd /fiends play in 9",Wng young peopl<!o involved wilh 
democr~cy? 

• ProvOe:OO opportunity to b~ inv(llv"", Med \0 develop yoong people's leadership 
• More discussions rathgr than TV 
• YOLJlh par,amenl needa 10 be broader 
• Opi<1" "s "><Jic"I .. d H ,at y01.mg people are oogat ive on what g(w""nm~nt does for 

them. 
• D~enga.oed young people do not have role modciG ond lamilios that SMW IrotaTest in 

'"~ • parents Med to lakg a broad~r outlook and ke"1' up lu d~t .. UIl ~ ... rr .. nt trero:is I 
i-amiy and fri(lndG role fl gOlling yOOflg people involved I acllv9 rola mod<lis taikfly 
"haul the process 

• Giv" OPlK"tu'~ly t ... lM;o ,wOllv"",, 
• Lots of followcm not many want to lead: need to dGVQlop young poopls's lead...-sl,ip 

~g trainino during holidays 
• Disws. poowss (talk politics) rather than watch TV 

YO'Jlh porWamcnt (mOl 4 mQ("h~ "go) I~ Ihl~ lho YMCfI pariam9flt? GO<X! w~y l>ut 
limited numbers so needS to bo broader ofllV arm \001 

• 00 po!opie care aboLJt democracy 
• Kids lake a deficit parsjXlctlve (what !lOVammgn! ~s not du for '"l1fl) 
• We toke demrJCracy far granted IInd have IQ participate· only ~ vou rcQisl0r 
• Oi.gngageG kid3 do ,,,-,lllaW a ro,," mlXWl (fam'les that don't care a~ ~I) 
• Parenl3 shOuldn't be SO iolluontial as to make kids \IOte the same way as t~9Y do 
• Parents need to update lhem~fv .. ~ (t .... ,hnCl O"""mtion) 

Question 5 
Do you thin~ non·governm~n1 organtsalions .nd communlW organlcatlons can 
~ssisl in getting young peopl~ invo!v~d wllh d~mocrllcy'? 

Certcinly commlJl1ity orQamsations can assist and youth warkgrs do model 
demc<:r~fic proc~s~ 

• YUuo;j ~~U~ .. s~ .. Y'-'V<t,.n"'~nt $gt apart lmm them cornusion ootw~"'n dem[)Cr~cy 
and pol~lcs 

Do you think NGO's and community oroentSQliOfl can help? 
DI.IfiIltelyeg Od"", .I,ows h,-,w w<il (Auslr"lia) can help overseas 

• YOuth worl<ers try 10 model oomocratc prOOQSZ 



• Kids ;;~9 ()o~9rnmgm ~s di'lOr~ed lrom th9r>1 - sgparate (especially l~der11 and . tat'il) 
thorcfo<c no1 V<;ICY cffOC1iVG il HVC5 

• C(')(\I,,~iM no- lwMn rl .. mncrllCy IIrId politics (CM't h" ve on~ w~ho<Jllh .. nlh",) 
• For kids 10 b9 involvw nwd \0 mo<illi process 111 sctJoo "'l votlllor S\udl!lll COllrldl 
• Kids must see an outcome at a sCMoIieve l - SlX:cess 

S!"u. nt "Ui<:w (.lIk hJ l>iIl""uu in;m ~w",,,ri<tle w'~y) 
• Koy:~ nCMol improvemonl 

Sr,hn,l ~ rlo MW r~r.r:>ry1"'eo ~ tudo!nt ir1put 
• Youth parliam<Jn1 works when participant lake process bac~ and ~ i i lQrS throuqh. 
• COnsultatkln rote: depends on ~ Iheic' input w i l be li~ to!Md 10 ~ nd illhe agenda i3 not 

r(O!'d~teo rm ineocl 
• On9 view Is thal "consultation is a sham' 
• Mu~I ensure kids know consullllt " n is a~n clMr (cO! wh~t ale we ConSUblO abool) 
• Pacifica st~denls do rlolL'noorstarld d",rn<.K."""y 
• Tcc:md ror kido to got ifwoll'Od wHh NGO'fl rmhor that po i t ~ al party 

Question 5 
How CAn voting be made .. a~i .. r? 

Do you Ihlnk mm" young p"opie woLJtd vote if they coLJkl do so at anv tlm~ ", Ih .. 
woek leadino up to an oioction without having to m.;lot any Spacial ccm:i:rns? 

Dc yru lhink enrolment 10 'IOt'il (proCOlSSW by ~ov'ilrnm .. r1'I), should 00 aut<>ma:i<; 
ance you reach voting agc~ 

• 11 vok>g m>lcle easier why limit to young people 
Dlllemnt voting Ik"nos 
Special condilions "'0 u~der 111 

• Vut~ OXI hr ... SMS 
• 11 ~oo gil'O too much ncDPC they may r.oI get to it therelore tlC~, to kocp ~ to 000 clav. 

We do ilave postal ~ote liS an oplion 
• N~$10 go w~y NljlQrxJlhal- j( kids do.,'t kr", .. wI,y \I,"Y ,,(~ o)Qing ~ (pass"~) then 

.. on't o",rll about voting 
• Put Jl currlCulum eo one dRY 11 year 12 . Inlormelion day 

I1 is in curric LA um now el€cto<al con~ni~~ ion ooes visit 
• In SOSE curricull..m doe~ eneooraQg reql~lratlon 

Do nel ~Mumer Ih~t younO p8OP~ lire ~ homo~nous ~p~thelic grol.l) 
• N~ .. d; to t... ""'phasisoo mOl';' at schoollll/~avs", hJs " ... ,'thaw a c!u" 
• Koy \\wd is intcro~l· needs to i){) relevanl 
• T"chrlOlogy is an ar"" of in1erp.~t ""yhP. thL. i.~ le", "",rlium 10 hook them 
• They ""ya~e wOOn they have to ( .. g work iunfon/MW~ar .. r..vy; uni - .luoonllJll;()Il) 

Lower votinO a!J(! 
• Categorc ally"No"' 

Oth03r view - Youth Iorl..m m9rl100fS say ·yes· eg some believe tMV havo 1le m~turiW 
at 16. Remember 21 was tl"lC age now 18 

• Maybe Dp1ion lor 1 6·1 8 • coold lead to "oplOonar \/Ot"'9 tor all 
• ConserlSllS· No 

Our s!>Ci~1 co~strlX:ls do not allow d"'play you ~r" an <>du~ 
• Enrulrn"/ll tu vot~: si1()uld it be automatic . I"'~ 
• I1 iT is n requirement tncn jl!$t enrollhem 

If it i.~ ~ choi:::e. t]w,n th ;,s reads 10 optional voting 




