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Thi:; is ,I ,l'\>llll"iol1 10 the P~rljarncm:lry Lcg:i1 Com:titllliol1al ,md AdminiSlr~(ivc 

Il~vi"w r:mnmiUL'" "f Q"",..tl.d'K,d', hl<lLO;ry ,nln y""ng Pe"plc.,' I':n!.:"~<,,,en< With 

Democracy, ('Of lile ]lmpnse,; of Ihi:; snhmis"i<)lI, democracy will be defined no; aC!iv~ 

"",I ~'''";''U''l'' p,ulH:'p"lioJl "ml MTlIlmy rJl (he puliuUli pr,,,"",,,, TI""Il:rl)J~. Ihe 

h",,,,,,,cr,,,:y "I (he ()"~"n'I"')l1 E<lvcrnmcn( will r..: ",amined III n:lot,on (0 ,Is ncens 1" 

yo"ng peopl1 alld how it hesl M~rvc, Ihem, In panicuiar, lhc [ole of lhe s(ale CdUL~li(l!) 

'y<tcm "illl oc oamined. being the principic impad or Ih" 't~l~ on tk hvc' of young 

people, 

Fpr '~ver~1 Y""r.' j h~ve be~n iIlvolved in IryifL~ l<J bring Yl\\mgpeople ,,1(>""1'10 lhe 

J,ow"unl" ,Jt onrl it.- "'ryic~, In J1 XIJ. I W~< invil~rl hy Ilw I011nn Mini'<lN, Moll I;ol~y, 

10 the p()li,y j,nlllch of 'Slepping Forward', A yca,lmer I W;C; alw P,II'\ of (he slcering 

gn)<lp for (he ",au;;ural Sp"akllp fe'liy,,] a, pan of Youth V.'~"L I am ',. "ry sr~!efol fu> 

Ihis Co:nmil1ee opening up nn inguiry inlo thi~ topic, 

I g'~"llv ""llIir~ (h~ forlller Mini'l~r F()I~y, who ~{I~r uraftinj( tb~ af()f~"'~nlio~cd 

policy wilh hm",~Llcral.' ann oth,,· hi eh otti,i"I" wrmlrl as.k, "have 'lily yOllll~ jl~(}ple '~eT\ 

lhis'] 'NIW( do Ihey (hink1" [n all my c'lX)ricocB ~nd re~carch, I hayc ~ccn Ill;!, ~ ~ wholly 

unique apP"oach, "e<'Clgn;,illg thal y()<lng people h~v~ n" rep,.es~"l~:i(Ml lJ) I'oli<:y 

fonnulnlion, Even institulions lih the YOllllg Pnrliament arc effectively pO\\'Clics.1 in lhi~ 

I'cg;lrd Tbi, ;., J)';() cnxi,,1 when ,ol\sidcring (hat people under lhe ~,.>e o{ IS do 11"" ~ 

wid" Y"rirJy "I <1a1" l'."vl",11lml".nl ,,",rviee.'; I pnt 11". c~,e (h", (hey ,h""'<lI,,, .1I"w~<i \0 

pm"icie lheir cl'i';'lue of tho"e "erVLCC", For c~nmptc. lherc i, elm'cn' dcbnte "bout 

removing "_,I:c'lo, in ,chool, TI,i, <l~h"l~ ha, heell wh(Jlly (alen "p hy b,'re~uC:Jul'. 

pnliticinn~ m:d pru'cnt;' troups; inpnt rrom .lludcnts -- alld evcn tc~chcl'.' - h~:i necn 

(l>ll,PICllO\" In il~ ab>(occ. Pcrhap~ (he vOling age lill Wile CiCClioll.' in Qt.lccnsbnd 

cc.' ... ld (Vc" \>(' lown .. d 10 16, """HI"')1.'LLT'>!'- wi(b the majonly of otha kg,d right, gained 

nl th:1I ~ge. 

TiJ~ "buv~ 'Ialc",",,(, m~ """k "~kIJl'wk"gi,,g Ibat JJWJJY ~)licio .mu illslilutim" 

hayc hc~n ,let "pill racliitutc y,mnt pC'>jlic,' cne"ecmCllI w,th ctcmocl'tK:y, SlIch os I~ 

Slate Y(XJlh ,\dv'H,ry C(mncil, Ilw YIJlmg W0rkcn; !\\hiSl'ry Council, Jnd Ihe Yotl1lg 

PC" I i'"l)O!'nL I·luwever, there j, I imiteu c'~jJ~"ily fOf (IX) I,t' gel' or lil"", ~,,'I H;;~' 10 eJl~"J.\~ 

with Ihc,:.c procc'$c,'. since lhey me :;pccirically nllt engaged 1 dou~t m,~ly ym.lI£ people 



IK,1 ,dl",~ly )~)lJll",d)-" ';()[nlcc'lcd "'"K:I",,, will h"ve nUl h~md or Ihis inqlliry, Thi" 

nrgllflhly tVCJI colllriblll~,\ 10 c~ollorl1ic n,,:JrealmClll of -,,''''ng p,,:orl~, Wl10 rrm"in 

Unaware of v,.'o,"kplac'e €lllitlemclIl" ~nLl oll,"r i,,<:II',lIiol p"'~r"[\" 

A pL"Obklll idcllllfi~d in prn)c .... , C(~11"ct with toc Office ofYoulh lilT,,,,, 112_' hCe1) 

Ihe lock of WIllK.'"lioll bclwc(.'1l young people and the institlllions which 1'Itkcl lhclll_ 

OVA ~an rcl~,,>c "'''fly ,(memenlS, poli<;ie., ;omi dilC'.:livc\ 10 ,(.'hl~>I, :lS:1 <:n:Ulllci of 

comn1llni~"I'()!1 In (h~ir 'lnrl~nl.', hilt Ihe "IIOClI., 'imply igTlOrr Thr,'~ I'M \'01 .. i,,1 rei'SOl", 

Wld ~o thc ;;Ollllnllnicalion faib. If the ';cholll~ were III r€c(>gni~ their mle a:, lhe 

j"i"cil:!c i"_qilUli,,n in contacl wilh Y'''''J)< >"opk "ml '" rexM" I",b wi(h lItl,,", 

departments fo!' mutually bcncficial goals. Ihi, situation could he changed rn, ""><ch 

gTc~icr gajn~ for young people, 

]),,~ (Cl n,. imporlatlu 01 thr_ ,do,,1 O1["ld TAH· ,y<l~m, il i, worth mentioning 

education in u p"lilic(ll ~;m>e, Leaming alxllIt the nun~roll'; p..1rliamcnlary .-.nd ~)(trn­

J'"rliam~ nt"ry denlO2ralic rr~ctice, ",n"ld ai,,, ",nl)(JwcJ ]"""g p~l'l-'k Il' b~ "bl" tu 

r.cec,,~ Ihem. 11 could nlso rcjuvcll1Ilc pl)litical partic:; in Quccn.lland, all or whom ar~ 

"~pe'it:,](;il1g llcdi"iJlK ll",mrn.nhip, and 'p'-'cinc~lly linding il e,p<:ci~llly hard to engage 

wiTh Ihe y"wr,- A ~.1s.r ~.;n hr """le I'm the ,-urri,lIlnm of "-'cond,,,-y ,cho.oling - aLld 

r~peciully compul"ory o<xondru-y >elmoling 

~';>oli~III"jjl"'f lern" to :;k,'ok mOl" 10011" 10 ,'i(;'I-<OI"I,;1-' ",hl~,,(i<>ll, indudiIl~ w().-l,pl,,,"~ 

luw~, lcgi~lalivc ~y~lcm~. cx!rn-pfIl"liomclltnry .Ilatc ,uprorl nx:chani~m.1 ""d ~() I'M'ward 

Thi" "ubmi,>;ion ha,; di"Cl~:1:cd (he vulner<lllilily of ymmg PM!'!" c"g~~i"~ with 

fle"'()(:l'ory, in Iwtll ~ soci~1 "'1(1 [1O!ili~~1 ,-,",n,v It h,,, b~c.n ;,,-~\~,d Ih~( '''' ,," young 

pe()ple nlr~ncy engage with ll\;lny govcmmen! ~erYice" i( d"esn't >te", ""n~ibit' (halt they 

l>e ~,uhi(';lc'J r'(~1J dirc'dly <;(itiq"",~ llr",c >c,vic~s, ,mU Iherehy wll((ihulin!( to 

dcmocra·cy ,,' Queen,land Tht c<iOJclltlOn 'y,lc",]s ]"I,w'!,cn"',.)y wOl1h m~"li,,"lint, 111 Th" 

regm'd, ,ince edtlcati()n abollT polilic~1 lighl" and dlllje, for denl(X;ra[ic COl1lri\Jo.ltioll nnd 

participation an:: ,,"veldy hckiLlg. and collld be changed ICl mak~ Q"e~l"bnJ 'IWI)!?'-'1 

oc{)()()lllicnll, und " more n>bu~;1 dClllllCrw:y, und lllCrcf(H'C Clll1'icululll cllQJlgcs could he 

;m'~Ildcd 10 ,li"miltlc YOllll)( pL~.ple·~ u('I1l.xrmi, (.'ngagem~nl (0,1 grcater e~WrH. I! h~s 

"I", he,,» ;"t',~d lho, whilto ~rp(w'l',,'il,"' nnrt,nlly exi,t 'f'C'CLl'i,-.,lIy I'or young people to 

engage 111 defHx:r,;;y. IhcSl' in~;li(lIti(~t, Hl'C n(>1 w;ol~ly knmyfO olll~ to" I,ld of connectioll 
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hr:,wc"" dlik,~'"t g"~C"'l]],:"t de!,",I",cll!> In I'"L'uil nr 0 IIlUlii-fOCCICd J'ol,c), ~ool. 

The"" ~(]ml)jlle to gen~rare an all11mrhr~ in which young pcopk ~all IWI cn~a£c in 

QlIt'c",b,,<J ''''''lCICfacy'o the m,,~jm\lfJl nk"l po"ibk 

1'1 J:AIH' S,';'m'''lOl1 




