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This is @ sobnussion to 1he Panliwmentary Lowat Constinmional ww Admimistrotive
Heview Uomoilive of Ceenshind’s Inouiey inie Yonoe, Penples” Imgagement with
Democracy. For the pwrposes of this submission, democracy will be defimed as active
and centinuows participation and soretiny e dbe politcal progess, Thavfoe, the
burcancracy of the Queensland povermmoent witl be cxamimed movelation ooy aecess 1o
voung peaple and how 0 best serves then:. Tn paticular, the role of the state educwion
svstem will be examined, being the principle wnpact of the state on the hives of woung
poople,

For several yeurs | have been involved in irying 1o bring voung people vioser 1o 1he
sovernment and s services. In HNE2 1 was invited by the lormer Minister, Matl Toley,
o the policy lomch of “Stepping Forward™, A vear laer I was alse pant of 1he sieering
group for the inaugiral Speaklp Festival as port of Youth Week. Tam very graveful T
this Commilies opening up an inquiry into (his topic,

I groatly admire the former Minisier Foley, who after drafting the alorementioned
policy with heancrats and other high altficials, wonld ask, “have any young peeple seen
this? What do they think™™ In all iy esperience angd research, [ have seen this a2 wholly
unigue appioach, reeognising that yourg people have no vepreseatation py policy
fornulation. Even institutions like the Young Partiament are cifectively powetless in this
regartl. This i also crucial when considering that people uncler the age of 14 do use a
wide variety ol state gavernment services; T pod the case thal they shoeld be allewed 1o
provide their critigue of those servicos,  For exmmple, there (s corrert debate nbout
semoving askestos in schools. This delate Tras been wholly taken up by boreowciats,
puliticians ard parents’ groups: i from sludents — and even teachers - has becon
COTEpicUOus In Bis absenee, Perhaps the voing age for state clections in Queensland
could even be lawered to 16, commuensurate wath the megorily of other kegal rights gained
al that age.

The abuve statcments aee made ackoowledeing g oy policies and nstoiions
have boen set np 1o Tacihitate young pooples” cogagement wath democracy, sitch as the
Stare Yourh ;’.:Iw.:t;nry Comngil, the Young Workers Advisory Council, amd the Young
P lanent. However, theve 13 limted capacity for the Lagets of thesse palicies o enguge

with these processcs, singe they are specifically not cngaged. T doubt many young people
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nel wheidy politically commected somchow will Tve even heard of this nquiry,  This
arguahly cven contribules o cconomic mustreatment of youmg poople, whe remain
maveare of workplace entitlements aml oher indisirial programs,

A problem wdenlified i previows contact witle the Qfice of Youlh Affacs has been
the lack of comection bolween voung people and the institutions which atfect thom.
OYA can relesse many stalements, policies and direcives 1o schools as o channel of
comtninicat on to their shicdents. bt 1he schools simply ignere these For varied reagons,
and se the cominunication faits.  IF the schools were to recoghise their mle as the
principle ostimern moogontagt with young people, and o foree Boks with wilwer
departments tor mwtually beneficial goals. this situation could be changed Tor mich
groater gains for young people,

Due e the imporiance of the schoal and TATE sysema, it s worth menbioning
education in g pelitical sense. Learning about the numerous parliamentary and extra-
parhamentary democratic practices would abso erpowss young people (o be able w0
access thonn 1 could also rejuvenale political partics m Cucensland, all of whom are
experiencing Jeclining membarship, and specilically lnding it cspeeially hard to chpape
with the yomg. A case can be made for the comicelrm of sccondary schooling — and
aspecially compulzory secondary schooling  should be reworked over the next fwo
pat lanmcnbony s w0 devote more howrs W cteenship cducation, including workplace
lows, lepislalive systems, cxlra-parliomentary siate support mechanisms and so forward.

This submission hae discusved the valnerability of younp people ongaging with
demncracy, in hath a secial and pelilical sense. M has been argued that since young
people already engage with many govermnment services, it doesn’t seen senyible that they
be profubited from dwectly cotiquing those services, snd  hereby coribuling 1o
democracy i Queensland. The educstion system s particnlarly worth mentioning in this
recard, since education abour political vights and duties for democranc conirbution and
participation arc soverely facking, and could be changed 1o make Queenslond stionger
ceomemivally and o more robisl demoeraey, wnd therstore curriculom changes coubd he
amiended 10 simuloe younp peaple's demovralic cngagement (o 2 greater exient. It hos
also been imgned that while opportities corrently exist specilically lor youne poople o

eripage 1 demoeracy, these institalions are noed widely Ynown doe teoa lack of connection
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between diflerent povernment departments moporsuil ol o multi-faccted policy goal,
These combineg 1o senerare an ainwsphere in which young peeple an nel enpape in

Quecnnland Jemocracy to the maxhoum xicnt possible,
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