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\'ti", q""i 1'0<<>_ ,"'NQ SuI"""""" ----- -- --

Tile Youth Aft"i!! NetWQfk of Ql,l""llsinnd Inc (Y ANQ) i, (he penk community you:h nff~i" 
nf!}'IlL"lt;OOl L:l Q<_><:~n<I"1\d YANQ repre'ent' yD\OU!; PCt')'!. , Old )'Qutlt orC"nJ",I,,,n, ~"rn" th~ 
S lale of Queend~nd. Y ANQ auvocat"" on h<:h,lf o t' young people in QlLeensbn<l, esp~ci~l\ ... 
d,"advanla£c~ young people, to goyemmen1 and Ihe comtnl,mly_ rile \Illc""l , and well bemg Df 
y,,,,ng I""-'pk a,,,,,, Ill. ,lale are prom<Jl~d by YA NQ in lhe followmg waY" 

ui"e''';nalill£ ;nform.l;un to mewbe .. , the youth '~~lor, and (he b",~tlef c",mmmily 

undcrt:k;n~ cAmpaigns a,\d lobbying 

making representati01lS to ~O'Jem"'em and otl"'! ;nfluemia l hodi es 

re"ourciJlg regional nlld iosucs-bn' cu networks 

consulting and lillism~ wilb member:< "nd Ihe f,elu 
linklllg with hy , late ,00 n~ti "",,1 h0di~, 

in;Ii~I;ne prnj ~c~, 

• hu . [inS [(xli"" ""J """fe,enc", 
input ,mo puliey devekJpmen1 

cnh.ncinA the professional development of Ihe youlh '~ClOr 

YANQ wekome. 1h. opportunity to Aive lhe Leg"I, Conl'titutiOllal.ndAdm;ni , t,"(i"e Re"iew 
Comm;Uoc "dvice on ~lm1egi~s Ihal could be use..! to ~ncournge more yoont I"'ople 10 p~rtitip~te in 
00" ' y,tem of Ocllloc,r~cy III QlI<ocmlalld 

TI\e v""w, "xp .. ~"cd ;n thi, 'ul~\l;""'!L l,aYe been Cur med oof;nll ''''''')' ye"'-' of e)"p.,-i "K~ ""H)11 g 
YANQ and Ilsmembc" ~dvocating to Govcnunem tor policy and legislative chanA'lS in tl\e 
inlcre.'lts of yoong peoplc. Our POS1 t.on" that' 

l'or as 1000g 03 Austral," fCrna,rn a I"ftcly unequal , l)Cicly with ~ignificanl numbers liYin~ 
d""" ", (X-bel"", llLe puv~<1y line, derw)(.Ta<:y i. ,eri'JUsly wc~kc"cJ, 

Civ.c, . <lucat;on i. impnnam for yOUIlg »e(l]>ie, but needs to k unde'1'inn~c by providing 
many opportumtles !or young peop!e tram an early age to pm1,c!pate ,n clcc,,!o,,~ tllal at/ecl 
their iive'_ 

Yuun. peopi~ from 16 year< of~ge up ward, . nould h~v~ (he (vohmlary) rig.'H t" vute, 

Om dtlllocmlic in,,;rutions n~d reformLn~ 10 3ddrc", sources of miSt~u" among the j:OJblic, 
In P"".-,ul,,: 

pri vale oo"at;""" t~ f'Oli,j~.1 V. "ie, r~l[lI ire t'u'th~1- ,egll],l1;OJl; 

Q-Jeembncl needs to inlroduce 3 system of proportiooll ,epre,enwion "'>lhin the 
ug\Sl"tiyc "',sembty_ 

An ~Imo't hmJ"mcntal condition tOr dr;m~cr'cy i, a rcl~tivcly equal c'I'zm!)'_ Am(oUc, for 
JlI.I.",;e argucJ \h.1 "goou soc;",y would be characterise"! by ~ u~"l<Jcr"ti~ S(~(O Cl111 rur mu by a 
free unci elju~1 "ili~enry. He nho llrgued thot LJl ,\ddib"n to being dornocmlic. the S1ule m\.lSl also 
rm, id~ "l~,'_in~ prn'f""_fi!y (0 Ihe ponr hy di,!rihutinn Cll" I'nhl le r"yen\l~'''' ! 1" poinl """'e t~al 



,~I "' ,v. " l""I~y nf <>lIlcnmc WlI.\ 'II~I f", !.lClJIocrnc:y, fiJ lhe ~""''''enl ~~lSm!>l." of ~" undcrc1",. 
WDllld Ib •• al ... Ih. <labilily "r .... ,u,y 

f)unnl<ll><; 1'''1 ,""".a] ~"'If' ill (\u>iI"I", II,,~ '" 1,., j>eclI !\lUwj"s co"cnn ~m("'~ m.I")' IhCII, IIe' PLtc 
A ) 1~la:nGd p<:!iod of Cool",IllL '; :;TOwth (n~. lILe~ I LJred by GrC)/iS D""r"' '' II<; l'n)(l\lct' ), IItL~:ral ia i. a 
III<J'~ ''''~yu,,1 ,,,,,-,ietl' with Ip.t, ""' ''Y 1" "1'1 ~ hvine htJ"w 11", r~\'clty I",." ~OI LI101M.CC 

R, .... ~"I Y I J ~, of A~~I·.' 1 ",1< ~"r.," 11)" ",H i 1 'i'V. "t' chi ldw" II~c helll '" the ~"crty lino' 

Only I OUI ofcv.,.y 10 jOOi '·r~;II.d ill A~ 'lr~h ,wo. n", 1",>110 y.:ar; Il"Y~ ( .. "., .l ly) 
","""c.n.n su •. ooll' fcomJ)llred 10 tQ ooy'~ """,.,.;" w"{;c of ro Ll~h!~ ~Sl.Oll' po;:r ) MllIn) 
R';O.OOO childun iLvG In hOUK~ wh.:rc nu 1Id,t/I hM a prud ;ob". 
Re, w!X'1I 19H ~"d 19'18. lilt OOftOn. 10 1"'1C~.n1 of w ... h .... ,""none (a~ ~ pcr~~ of the 
med, .. , tnCOOle) f~1I f ",," U.'l(. la 6.j. ~% fm n", ... and from 3(U~ to 11 8% .or .. "" "'''_ 
r or Ih ... 1<'1' 10 pcn:~1 01 nnltn. 1I1( ,r m<:<>IIlC a. a P;: • .x'lualle 01 (he mO'diM IIIcre3Gl!d 
r.om 4 1.1 % 1<> 16J 1.% ~ .. ''''1" ~,t<l 136.5% 'u 150 4% fa. ,,,,,,,...n . ! oIlI'.~ fit'''''-' emn 
JlI<I f"n_t\m~ non = '''''L'eNI wMkrts). 
AUS1rzlwn Hu",,., of St~Il:!lio:r, SlIMYS toel""""n I ~ !M - 9~ and 2000,00 ,u ~ Il:($' Ihen m.l}' 
haY< toe"" ~ "''''\! ;n.; re= in 1 11 ~,lI'" hry ',f ~)'('Io" ;lh l . , ,,,,~.,' ~nl\<ng I1I II Ih"r~ has 
boon no recent impr<Wfn~llt In the OVl: roll level. of inoqu"til y in lIu~ I'al 'M ,1",1 WUJ ,." ed 
.turin" Ihe period b"tw.;~n the 1910 ~U~ 1'1')5 

ThO'l" ],vmr, in J""verty ~'C eonccnlr"I~d on regLonal "nd outer 1l'\>nn areJ!' 

T]'~ .'~I"ge I "[Iluu<'l"(iQII e.f eXC>:lI ri vu ;, now 74 I'nll'_' """" (Mn ~"era3c ",cekJ), 
c~mill[:" "I' from U time . ~L.'Cr1£e woo~lv •• mings in 1994", 

III .!tIti. 8% of You,,\: poopito wrre un employed or no! ;1\ lhc lobour {UI'\)C," 

Student. bel"""" ... IfJ.,nf! ].~ )'f ....... M age recclVlng Ih~ \'OIJUIA llow~ h~v~ an inwme 
\tt;u. IS B pen:t rK belOlll lhe llO"eJW U",," 

:i3,800 childr" n (Ul1Mt 18) ~c:ronljl~nifll lhl:i. gurudlllll 10 ~ ,""",d,:\> ..... ~ "'''' ill 1001·1(11'11 
" ,.1 """h ,!?y dunng 2UU2!.lOO';. lOO children LIIld Ilteir ("""he' Wert I,,",cd )WlIY ftom Ill" 
"""'ob ....,..i<.,. ,y .... ''','' 

Li"in~ in po\'trty i5 3'5!DClato:-J will) poor ~cc~ss to eMllion aoo low .,.j' .. ·.'(IOO u~I~W'''''''' ". lL ~I>o 
" "'A'" r.A I"" ;." ... "'8 hj Eh~c I ~vd, 01 poor he. lib"," ~nd .tre,.. lIorolt I"" r><D<)oncli t_~ for ""';V~ 
dt izcnstul'. 

S ~riuu<ly .dd",,,;ul! puVCTly ~,.J "'...,CL. lily. ill A'IStJai;" ond Q, ,,,,",I .. ll'l w,~,~! make il much 
e:);;er fur m.1ny youl\~ IX'Ol'l c tn pmllC Ip:l lt in our D~mo~,.,.cy For ;'''Iance, m~ny <.>fll", YUUILIl 
iVnplr. '''''1 Y" :<lQ', "",,""""" """ k WIth ~ rc I\:ocmnt: t>ciolV »JVl:t1y,l1Ilc IID(:t~ 1 ~K"rily PRY1"crL!' 
Many are aI,u at!em~ting It> I,,,,, j"d' l ,co, .lcnlly C, ..... " I",ren!. bec.",,,, <>f ,·nn fi ... , .... ,Ih ,n tile !~'m ty, 
audit]'" <la oot ''''''''V~ ,;1.\1'1'",,1 (jll CIl~ ~ Ot In ~ndl from PJ(ClUS. F~. lIIe~ younJ:, f'!:<>!lk, 
"1:I'" I.,i" jhl! ~t.bl~ =-.,n""",LtIoO', (w" ICh 1\ requm;d In ",do 10 votc) " nil o." oint; ruu"I~ . 
S~S(jng ",·~s of ;1I"\<lnllll ""'" ..... 1<) n'gillo:f lu wt..- IIIi""". 01", (><"'" .... ,!j,dy Lining y>c;;'1 
SCGuu t)' pnymcnll 10 (al least) Ihe 1ev<:1 of Ihe j1U .... rty li ne would "'-'II' tflesc youns people 10 secure 
>I~bk ." ... " " lIl....Loiull, "'kl lho,t. JIlol: e i, eM;'" ID , ~.g"lr:r 1<> YDl~_ Thod" re.;)< a N (e 1I' ... ,mum. 
YANQ ~om..,..."d<" 

li!'tin~ ~1l9OC;~1 seem;!)' p;'yme ~lt .... ~I Itasl. IIw level of Ih~ llerKltmm Po",", "}, ILn~ (~I 

lhe li"" of "'''hng. Ih" "'.' ~11 K, '12lvruk for ~ <lnl lc P""'Oll WLlh ho>wm~ ~Ml." ) 
;l"'·rc~;LIIg lite >t""-' ~ of » \1\ ,1 Lt l'l l,.i"8 In Ir.,1f. ~ cmrcnl kvd. "I' 'Icm4nci 



'11", ",ah ty \J 1iM! .. !uo" the ,n"jomy of Y'OOOI: POOI'I"...:~ r.:ICAllOO 10 me ip. ,:l;ow ,,- .., ,~, in b<l,h 
wn.:>U ... dla,!!" Jc... ,~, ... " ,1",1 3{fed I1,..i, I,,,,,. "t h,. m'ghl ll\dlldc Iho ~CI , v;li~ of llIeir kK:a1 YO<ltb 
service. plannitl, for the" public space&, proeua"S .. ,.hi .. [10"" ",I.,ols OS Ih . .... ~~.I(Jf'mcr.l 01 
govern ... ,.n, 1',,10 ... ), The <.umulol,vc. cfle<;t Oflh'$ i~ 10 limit young Il"J"Ple'S (Ie,.;Iopr.!em " f 3 
culmre o f enl:4Rcmem. Thi . ""p.~)l')l~ os ~' ''jl1i rlC'' fOf cII\!"",lIy and h",ulSh~ally d,vrne )'OIl1Ii 

people. for .... 1.»1 i s ,"~1 ""of TOf!'IiS $tr:lil 1,1:vld.rs and for tOO"" """S,,,.I,,nl by p<1"<l1y or ,~ht., 
ha", ... " . 

A cull", ~ uf YOI"h ~"g,~cm".nl ;, devei "l"OO wnct~ young [l<'aple _re nhle 10 fl:Imcipll~ in ,~,u.m~ 
1001 they are l1"1tmc.:n of. Th;" .nd.a!'1 nun SO""' ,.,,,,,.t org"" ".t' .... ,~ . l'lCIII mun",: mlliallve •. 
. .chooh 1Ind (lU1" Slat..: gn(! Foo«al g' .... <!rnll\Cl'll b«l",s. School.< ot t l {~n~,,;ti<; "Iou: 10 " .. t, ,,,,t h,. 
merd y tt:.dlll'l> < ,'.=,,1 ..... Ill' .hn hy r 'OII,d"I! reol opportun.t ies (01 ~n, )'Icup!e ID ma};c 

infotmi'd ckci!io,1OI ",p rdillll. Ifu!K ooucalioo. 

Unlonu .... te ly. I"" m;IJ\\' ymtnR poop" sdlook llu nut po ovide 1~.AI '1'1""" '" '''''' r", ~UUJI' JICOIok 10 
'h~v.. a "","y. !~l ft!<>I1~ matc crucial deci$lQns l bOllt what tho:y lco.'" • • rctloo1. 1100:,,, ,, ..., , 0<oW" 
iJ.owo,V.T wl,y ,I" . ,,,,al, 10 be Ih~ U,"" A ."", l1l1Umb.:r 01 ocmocroh c scllools 00 "","I in Australia 
and over<C3< lhat encuurajl;e and "'l'pon ~tud':Il\' w "",le dec',i ons . ""'" ,.,hIIl and how th~y wHl 
learn. Th ere arc ~ nwnl>l:r of school, tMl (lper.lte on Ihis model, incl ud1nR: 

CU''I'lmoc na l'rimllrj" and Preschool (NSW): Imp;!(www cU!UJn'oen .. ::n;w.o:.'.lo.u.J.ii 
Kio u,,;I $.: 11 001 (N~W)' httpllwwy>' kln o", D)W NU ""O/i,,,Ju.hlmJ 

p"", \"' I~y S<:huul (QLD). l!!!uJ/M Yw IIQ od a"t r1I"""1«II(; hlml 

T1t6 Sooroo":ln. s...Jn.y Democu, jc Cent~ ufLcll" "'8 (Qtll)' blip /iwwwlmqr;JobMl ... "o 

Eng;&g'ng )'V1IIl1I P"<1pI~,!CI )d"",,, 0.- el5<" ... ""'~" ~all. tOf a 'Mgt (If O)'ll)l'>.tumtoes ..:ocfIJding 
oulre"ch. culNr.llly !pprcpriate and inIC,eol b<o ud ~c,jvjLiL"'. Young Pfflrlr. M~ i.", likely to ""Sl1&C 
,n i,mMI oIed'i<>n maklr1g prOCC33CS wh(:\'c they h~ven '\ prevIOUSly had the 0PI'0nuni<y Iu 
pa:"ticipa(e ;nfurm~lly. Jar", ,,,,,I ,{mlegieJ ]lm~,de , "" I~l;vdy ,d c en~;ronnx:n t for your.~ people !O 
toke ""me .nit~11 ,.repS in ""live panicipatiOII. In fbfID~! .tr"",g,e~ ~o"Id i"c.""y "''''''Y' . foe,hllltod 
<:''-''1' <I,...,,,,,,,,,, or '<p<'l<b. cultura! and III'I ~ oo!.ed pro~. FunMm1<.>re, )iOIInll pcopl. ~'" """~ 
Uhty '" h~""n .. a~II"" ly i" ,·.,l,d '" tkci.;OA ft"~ '"!> ,n ."'u t~ ." 'hc.~ h_.....:: A '''''! .,!e",~. 

YANQ'~ "",,,obers h"v~ l~"vitk:d 3 m,, "t~. or ~uml'1es of how IhlS CU "'Ott. lien: a .... two, 

I. Many wrnPl\ll1 i,y buctl youth "" sa~n...,t 1"''';",,1. pmv,.k la. lo;vo;l$ of poo,'ho;,palion. T~ 
'W"ed Ufo pL"U)«1 in Logan CiIy irtV(llved 3 m.mber of """"19<> ~l koo.wjns r", ,h ..... " mt=l!$ 
"lid Or c" I .... " j", to p.-1rticopat<:. A (Qf'C group O( yrnmt: people ""cre J ble :0 pm'licll""c m 
fOT'lnIfl.h tl~' tncelmjt; •. 1h:y io.lc"tifioo 'o~ics It"; "'rv~y '1"«\''''' ' , 1\ large r !!f0\lf'l of yOUJlJ: 
people \,\'( rc tilen ~hlc to par(j,;;;)'I3te 3t another lev~I, <iml'l y r.ipundillll I" , UJ vCY' ""d 
px'I;, .i~'lj ~i in ;l\ro ,m"1 di"·,,,.., ;nn. u'lng Iho~c tools dev eloped by !It, C(\ re ~r~llp. In 1I.i< w~y 
~ IlllC numbc t (If }'(lUll!: Pc",, )c Wefe abl~ w ioJ"" tif)· .~pe ... ie""", r.m(:.,,,, •. >nd l<leas rt:J:lU'dmg 
tne" cnmmwnl,e. •. 

} l.n~ v ..... ,1t E .... nt. provides lID. cxatIII)lo ,,' .1Rflt'lI1 based ynu lh tn~l!mcnt l"<>rl<. V"""g 
pe<Jplc f' unl di>o ... "", b.n·k"' ..... oJ. ar~ invplvrrl on ... .,. t!y meet"', •. pliln1lln, ",,,,ie- evOOIS ~"d 
fcshvols. Theil "'te, est in rnuSI~ ond fes tiv<lol cu lru,e pruvi"'" a n~I", ~ 1 o~v<" l"nily trn- h...m 
0" "" iX'rn'flce .n M.hn Lif inMlt'l'. "'PO;Cf based' wor)IIJlt '""UP pr(J\'>dc~ (urc her 13f~ly (ur 
participaou; to en,;:~~t They """"'" an~"" u" &"i,io"~ w;lh c""' kkf~h(ln Inr their nee<b and 



CXPCC1Qtions ~lId those of tho bro·"dcT community. 

Whm YAN{J "ked LI' lllcmOt:Tj lor thciT fl(\vicc 011 this suOmis.ioTl, a number e~f'r",,~d the view 
110,,1 ~ivi<:, c-UL""ti"'Jl LII ",h""Ji, wa, .il.l ly iHLI-"-"lont ond cxr'n""~ r.",,(;em m the r<tcc,vcd lack of 
Cl vies ed~'c~tiol\ m schl)()l<. While there call he some debale owr wJwtncr <cboob ,ho"ld [""u, 
""1<0 or le" m .,i,·ie, e.h,eatinn, it I.' dcar th~t,t doc, l<mn "r"rt of Ihc cmriclLilull, anu fit Ille VMY 
least 100.1 '(U Uem, in 0<,""",1,"",1 w,-,ulJ b" expo,e,,1 10 Lhe Ldc., btohi,"] otL' ,ystem of rkrn.--.T;~;y. 
l-IOWCVCT witb,)Ut nn "tToy of g.l1l1ine oppornmilies to practice C,('Ime of the ~rinc;n]<)f of ~emocracy 
lH tlLoi r e''"n k~s (r~llwr II"L\ x!" '1"""'''01'' or ' 1'1~y' ;Ld"r<), i, it any wOIlJcr Ih"t wme yO\ln~ 
people le~vc >(0000) witl}{)ut ml>oh knowled~e '" interest in how our i,)",,,1 de",,,,,,,,li,' 'yskms 
W(>rk. 

I he ~(ncmi opprcs~iot1 of Y()llng pcoplo in Q\leen,land Communilie.s need" to be >Kldr"s,~1 if wC 
'H~ 10 'lee yo\H>g ;x-ol'k dcvdr.'p,' Cll 1111 r~ ofform' I cn!},l~cm"nl il1 democracy. '1 he 'C'I"Jn,;b;lily 
for Ihi, IS sh~rd by Local, St~tc "nd FedorJl (3Q"""mm-enl' ami non-gov"UlIneul Ulg,,,,,alioll' th . t 
yw~ people ue in"oh'ed in. 'there is u role for oil of "' to provide (he diverc,ity ofYOlLn~ people 
with r~,,1 o!'PQ(hm;t;c< for ,~If .-i.-t~m" "or",n 

iSupportlng'cliiturail}/& Linguistically Div-erse You ng' -j 
,Pe"ple" , ~~~_c'" ~_" _, _~ , 

Acr.m~i~t to tl", 1.001 cen"'"" I') 1% ()fQu~cnsl""<let< w"",!>om ovw'.,",. For lho!c lO.tt Mve 
arrived recently, they be. a nUrn!>'T of ob,mde, 10 b""oming :,"(i .. ~ ",ILLeIl>. :-.rut king ~bl~ t~ 
speok Eno;lish or not unde"tatld Ihe 'f\llSlwlinn' way of dQin~ th;ngf; Gan make it diff>cult to 
\l"dcr,t~nd how 010' ""11l",,, • .-y wmh 'TI~ In particJl"'te 'In;t 

Onc w~y of Q¥CIc(tnillg thi, "by ,uP\X'f1;ng TIon-g'w~rnm"nt ()f~""i,atlf""" that C'~~ rm~ide 
inro~l1alion about Q""en,bnJ's democracy in ways Ihat you"" people Irorn "ulw[~lly a"u 
lingm>liCltlly Jiycr.c (CALU) back£wunds enn undcrntond. For exmnple. prior ID th' la,,: Federal 
EI~c(iun, the FlllHi,·. Cc. :Jl1\ulLiti., C ... uneil of Q<1.eml ,,~1 c~n~lLc!cd mi'ml11otion ,emll"''' tor 
people frool CALD boc~gr(lUnds Ihat explained the proces\c< of v(){ing and voler r~gi.(rati'ML a, 
woll " tbc po!le,e, al tile mOJ l>£ pactiCll. Shoo Id they wish to, gr0111" and orenni,mti0ll.5 for people 
fWllL CALD lndl\LuUL)(I, could, .... itlt the supporl oH"",.,I, SI~lc ~,,,I F tderai (;O\'crnmcnl , 
org,msc ,imilar semin,,,.. in Ih~ lead up to fmure elections. 

Despite oe inA ·.rcated" adul" in otllCr important ar."s, ,ixt~.n "nu ,;cvClllL"t:n yea, ,-,~I, in 
Quccn~lnnd ilovc no politi<:~1 ,ay. 

In ft society like ours, voting in clcctiOl" is the major WHy moot people lnkc pon in the IXlJitic~1 
pmce<,. Th.", "r~ atl",r ""!horh, of COlLrs~ They c.'" I. \;~ e,"."TIYlt' actlOl\ w:thout w.\t,ng lor 
Governments to do anYlhin!:, Som~ would ~lY this is ~ more emlx'werin~ ~ppTO"d,. 71",y ~"l\ 
consider ",llLn" lip communlly orgf'fll",tions 10 address n p~rticulnr "'LL~. They can t~kc PU rl m 
c<>rfU!lU!lily ~,,~ v;lie" Vl.]Ullkcr r'M Reu C,,,,,, Se ViJl" ~,,t ,k Pm,l Soo:.i ety, m R h" I 
neighbourhM ec1ltre. They ~ould otg"" ise a [)toteS! WilO l>ther lo~al people, writ~ le((~.,-, or .mail, 
to 1"" m'"",p"p'''S or write or lohhy 1oc,,1 COUtlC\ I rq>rc,el1lallvc'I, Slaic MP, or Federal M~nbe,,' of 
Parliame nt. Th,y 0." p,,,h to.- change in im(illltion, lik~ ,cl"",,,, 1t"']JlI,]" 10c<1] COlt"";)' ,,,,,I '" 

'" 
But the effort> of young people LLnder I ~ Gon !>. l~rg~ly iglKlred t>e~~usc pnliticions know that 



,."""",b., lOO, _.. ..... 

Ihey're nOllO" l\~ VOl<:1 by igoor;n~ i>lucs Ihat are impomnt \cl l!tu," yt><l"~ joc<'pk So Ih" rich' k1 
vnh, ". v""'Y .,nl'flrt.,nl ('art "t· hvm;; Ln ~ dcmoC($cy Perhaps if 16 YUT okl~ had [0.; li~)V to, vote, 
politicians W('IIldn'( be "" <fUick to ju" .. , k' Ihe yu<llh·t. •• hi" l: 'h", ~nrt ,.mer" agcnilll c~ry tllne :JI1 

" Ieclw n loomed. 

YOIIng Iltflplc Ne ofte .. pomuycd '" lilt mtdi3 and hy 0Ide,- """"I~ \!ilno:rnJly a. bel,,!! unlhiul ill3 
~nd ",,~bk 10 Nlal .. """"1,,,,1 <I",,,,,,,,,, ~.-.n" I"""l'Je argue 11t..~1 11> y~al c klS IlI"I' "'" yo',m.e: 10 
mru.e imJlO11aol (lec'5;,ms aboul how 10 ,tlOVen1 ~ c""fJU)' o.>r:o "~Ie. Si""l .. alllumml, hav~ hooen 
m,><f~ 01 .... '''' ~I.'wint young people to decide for t/lcm&dvC'.; what They S~(ltIlollc.m)oo how Ihey 
lr.:mld Jc~m il. Th~ '''''I'''''' ,~ . ..rem,",I .Ii(. !ill: IJoJo ls ~",h .,., Curn"' '''''M rrlm~ry ScOOol in NSW 
expose the fa l'oeies of lhe,e argum. " t • . w~ ~l~ady Iru.l.iuetn Jnd ~~wm",," y~~' ulds~:o ",,"'~ 

"n~1Qrt.n' ~~'''';''''~ in a "",,,!>Gr 01 arc.', ~Il<l ~opl<i les. 1/"" I g y~~r~ of ~i.e al ... ady; 

fL"Y I~ .... .-., lhe: I [""""~ IhLY C/l m •• 00 MVC Nl) SAY in h.uw the1t I~~~~ , ... "1""'1 

at 17 .. ., 4bl,,!O P'" 11 ,.. a" ,,,,,! fQI'r.r-•• ~ ... I licht ,n "'aB (mJkong Ille end dcolh d ",;sions) 

31 J7, Ill' locked liP in adllll priJun~ in Qu.:cnda"d tf 110,,1' ~Ql1\m;' A r." m ll>al o tli:ncc 

' ''''Y =!I)' h p;trenIS or [Ilrus "f dli ldl~n Ihcll1&CIv"" 

,1-we ~".I on ,,""ho ro .... h. 
A'~ l.,Id ~.,j , ,, "'" Ily r~'fY>n"hI~ In" Ihelr ""TK'M 

Cl" ~l."c 01 be . u.d a, pa!1 "r a ci" d ,"".1;':' , ill Qu,cn,1.",~ C<>IJr1< 

can nr a pl.l"e 
nlo'ly hold. firel\1TM licence 

PII,Wide ~.~itln1~~ ,n ClIOn 

.enl h",,~~~ 

&e l lTllmell 

If wc call av, ywr., iX'0fI1~ 10 di~ fo r Ih~ir CO\Inlry. all(>\>" lhem 10 I,k~ civil aCI;Qns. Of ex,,",cl 11,..." 
I ... be legally ... »<>Il.ihle fo< 11", r ... Ii n", ~".! !IM: ell"l they h~vc on olllcu, ,t I! unreason.:lhlo to 
dellY t/lcm 3 VJ!C in ..... ho RQvem<. It" 'irn~ 'h.Tcr.)[~ tu k,w", Ihe .ul llulary ",>l me"eo' to I ~. with 
Ihe wmrul",1Y ~olLne "CC rcmni"ing Al IS. 

&it~fB.a,rttn'9~ i. r :,befit(i:i6,~ t i r: ~jn·sii tU'ti~~~~~t>~ ;:~~)'!~~t';:~r:; . 
I he dl~I(I<l P3pet" aecump.myiO,i Ihls InqUiry COfH:lwies by arQUillll.,lIal . h~ ~'" tm= 1,,000;1 
upl i""", 10 i' l<:'Ufoe Ill ... """ ' r ..... ., ..... <>f V"'J"g rtoplc m (}tLCQIsland", dc nIOCI3l;" symm"'. Tho$! 
OpllonS are: 

Coercion - cnforl'in~ d"~I<Jr~! law 01" 1000IIinJlg I"" Gov~"m>e!V 10 f " m 1 .n ~hglhlc people. 

2 Persuulon .. convincing yoong p<llJpk tu p ~,!icil'~l~ uf tlo:;, ')W" rr~~ w, 11 h~ mc:"C~,"n~ 
Ih cI. IIlClTI"'~h"n, kJ1<)wlcdl:c and nppCIrt""jTie~ (Q V01C 

J I!cwa:ds - llSlno: mcentivcl 10 I:11la'~ ~(ju,,~ PNple to enrol iIJId vOle. 

Th<:t<: 1< <;front .'lIfl(l('lfl kif democracy In "'u)l1llh •. but widespre..1d rul~~! of o<,r ~a'ic 
,nsUlU h<ll~~ :m;I pohh" ,¥II,'o. Fm lI"" utO,,,. yOU,,& I'oopl, .lIe p>1 .. iG.1l1y .1CIIVC. but. perhep5 becallge 
of billh 1e~ts of mi!.\n.j,( foc fonnal pol llic~ 1 pn:I<C'lses. choose 10 P"fltClp;4'~ ill 11U ...... ..d"i,"'.d 
'''aY' "",b ~~ hnyr<>uint; "JUd,,,,I ... doouU<>G mOllc~ or ' mlC OC lAklJl,i f'lI.I1ln l,lllies'" Th,. milT()l'$ 
re.; carch b y r roreSSl'l" I':l! Seyd fwm 1:n!lJ~OO who found, 11""'USI , ime""""', ... ,,), over 13.000 
pco ple. lha! m.1te 0\11 of rQur cilinm" 1(lOk part in r>"ll(ic.~1 activily duri~1I. tiN! yea r". 



T";~ ,..", ,1,1 "'tI'I'" , .. ~, ~'I"",. ~ C'lrml \lcwa.d~) or ,lick (~"";; 'CIVC ) 'PI"ooeh '0 ~~l>Ina ijn, ~'OI~ 
J)oIoplc 10 vote lnlSSes Ill<: p<I ' ~1 yo"n!! peopk' .1 .... ly "'1'1"'" 11", ;(l.'., c,f (!~ n"",.,.", dn,1 ,k, I"kc 
[l<,lJha,) •. el K>< of <.>n<: fonn or anolhe r. wilhout 1111: need for r"I,nlsh mc:nl <J( .e<'i~rth, 

Tile "' ''''Ilk "pproa"b theLl wo nk! ~ 10 pcr ~lL ado yOll\g Jl<Xlplc Ih" p,a rllC Lj)<I linl!, fonn., lly 1n Ollr 
Ik,,, .... ,,"y ,, 1I'C"_HIHl>li,1 ;,,><1 ".di,II",I.\;";;\1 "ct;OII Tf..c 1,,,, " ep IW. Lld be 10 le'I"'''.! lI) lhe hi i\h 
lovd ~ of mis.t"101 ill our mSlitLLl iQ I1!' . (hI. (\,,111 ;";,,1 pMics , rol itoc ian , and Ju, i; .!! ,""L, ,, «:d L" I <!lai n 
I"~ 1,,,,1 of )'In n,!: 1"' ''fL1c , ~tll1 Ih e clcc1or~lc gCfLI,;Il,lly. Ih """ ore a r.unlbcr Of r tnl:l Lc:l1 '''.p' 11,,11 
,he Que~n<ll l\d p. rt ,."."nl cl)U ld 1:Ik~ 10 l "l<I.~" ""'''' of 1(", ".\("~, nf n""",,, in 0", (lr.",m fonn 
fIf oi;::,""crocy The.., ioclu(Je 

Regubti ttg p,wakl doMdoll5 to pOlit,cal pa",c" 

InlmWc 'ng a 5)'5It:m 01 pr"f."nlooal KPrctcnt:ahoo 

A i\u",i"S d'-"'"f ~CI\I\i,\y of <('1"10""" p ... y~ktllo bll3'lK'.." 

Re g ulating Donations t o Po lit ica l Parries 
In Ih~ e~dy 19:'t(Ys F~der.,l Parliamen t pM.!:c<l I .~isl1\ioo 11 .. 1 I'lo\',<I"d plLb!i~ "u"'Y ~, f~ HJ \1 .. 
0f1C"t , n!~ W.m of !,><I);ti cal ~~rtL ':'''' " 1 the urnc oJ \ h,~ lc~i s lnu,,", c orp ornt~ donlt lnlll acwunrod for 
rw)\t'.ly 4~/. of , evon"", ne p<.L 1; l i "~ II'" ' lie>: K"" B<~""'y ""t ' " ,j jht:~ IM I puh! le fun<lmg: ot' 
p o hli~lll part i." w~ t, ",mnU i~ :\lr3t1CC to p3y agam, t Ihe po,sibLlily of conupuun" . it np lyi" lIlh>L 1 II 
w.'IL , 1<1 I ~."'n roIi tic~ 1 !'"rt ; ,,~ . eltallce on Crlr»IlnIlc OO Mlion<" T oo "~ however. ~ nd cter.rite Ilm 
le)\i. lation, corporal. Uon. (i~ns ' I) IhtI m_j,,, pu lil i,'.1 ~. "Ti". " ~""l!1 t j', .. rnt,? hl y HO'!\, of tilC,r \I"~ I 
levenue" nru i~ a "",jal c~m.. )011(1 Me"D.!l!,e, 1"mkr hc::>d of thc Dep" 'lmenl t1 Pt;" ", 
Mi""I<I . ",1 (' ... hi ,>N , •. , irl o f c<lrJ"l'Me oonahoM Ul ~OO]: 

.\tooey In:; "'(lbrcd ,,",,,ibf'~hip ;k:; rile OIIVi!l\: 1<1,« ufpoliuC ll Clft,,..ig~< . C<.q.'O'1II: 
d"""' "",,, if<: ...... JOt 1IIs000'I(I out p.oIu,,~ ;tno,I """'0'''4110 """~. ","'~ 11 1, $I>'~ 
I<WC"""""" """"": 0"",, propc:w1)I oi;::YdOll<'1J. tlIe P,irnc Mm""", .,...",d""" ~"''''''' 
.. bndu::. 10. porty dun",. Of " 10 hO\lnJ"'~'1OII 1"11"' .... USUI!': hos "' .. cI'.mete ", 1111' U\IO 
~Jhn'~ _ 1,"" 

In lhcury, disclllSUre rules 1;lniI: Ihe dllC31 or COffiIplioo . 00 " 1P}>hl io:i>llI' "'1(1 b ll!;""~ fienr'"~ ~h1<e 
know Ih. l .n~ CXp l":l l chlll'Ltc I/'L p~ bl 'c poll. Y thilt fovo urod Ol\~ p:tnicula. in(hI! lry or cnlerpri ,e 
",,, .. ll ;,""1 11 .. lIL<d~, ruld o~~jtio n'''' Ho"",,,,,. , Ihi ' ""'y M( he (he <.!Ie. A~ I'cle, /\,,,b,,,, 
in<lepcndenl F.cteral MP I>oinl ~ (lilt: 

"', 11.· .1 ;"' ",,,, ," , ub ,<lM~. ," ",,, i. Am rK< Of1>'l<too~y 10.- oomp.n ie, or L11c1 'v,dLlOl t~ t~ 

" ".,1 d", '" ,,,,, " hy , '''''. '''C , ' ~, iti l'it- "'''(" .. " ., ju ,1 bdow 11", SI 500 lim,t I><Jn.~' O<1I 
",,,,I~ L~· II "'1.c '" ;' ~I; ." 1, .. 1 ,"" ... h' , <'11"1)' 1, ' .. 1clI~' . .. wd! •• r, dcml o(!\c~~ gt' l"' I ~ , t.l 
p. ,,;n. " 'I1h '"Y ",,, ~ i ,"< ,'[11 O~ .. 

Ill~\ loophole. which li>c Cnmmunwullh Govr.:rnmcnt w" II. ~ 10 e!< p,lftd (r:ll1I11G 1I'.e li"';1 of 
disclu~I\'" lu S5OOO) wc-.I.:c" . 11 ", ~·, 'c"I~ , ",hid,ll", publIC c~n ,,,,nd,,,"'oC 11", ,n l\u.:occ 01 pnYlltc 
bl"" o~' ur wwltoy ;nd ivitJu:lis 0" (""lvcnune,u.~ an<i """dl to liAh=ed up. VAf>lQ t<;~ .... :u"~,,,I,,-

Requmng poI" ical pnn io!s 10 I'Mk e olJblic !he dci3ils of ,,1/ den"'H)'" (.um r-i.,q,1o' ""UIl:'" 

I ~llltl"'t lbe "",nunl lblll politICal )l'IJ ' 1CS can aeccpt fJom priv;}te dott;,h onS 10 '10% of IOIal 
leVII "",e. IIIe lcvol ;1 was ~ I proor 10 die "'1,OO ... 1"-,,, .,r I'''\,];'; fu,~I ; "8 (IV fW,h,iu) l"'''><'''' 
C~l'I''''i: 'he omn'"11 1h'" PM'1 ~ ~ C:'II1 speud durinj\ d ""I;um; (un. 1'''' <,,,,d i.J '- I.lMli~) 



o f bi, """,.,s<. H wuuld reduc~ ll1e 1t1l1 ... encc of wealthy looividu..11i ;md bill bmin .... ... .1 
~ 1~OO "'Ii'- p"lilio;~1 !",,',e, In f, ... "" ",Im: on ,n.tiv"fll~ 1 clh,cm. 

Proportional Repr~s~nrarfol1 
1" [)I:'otl"" "control uv~r tho l'~r!(~me~l'~ ~li:etllla. ;I~ Icgi,lJlive proll.r~m. <>rdcr of bt'Sino .. "1(1 ne" 
t(~.'1u ... \(.)· of I')(;CI "'~ 'r~ ,,11 '" In~ "",,~. nf mrn'-' I~" "". Tlm corntnCllI "'IS made: in t~laljQn to the 
C"mmonwe~hh. l'lrli~mCl1I. but appi lel ilqually well I" QUe<:'» I~,,.j no;, I'lubl ... l1 ""Ih IrJn ,n,,,}' 
po",er Iymg W the Mild; of rhe EKCl:Ulivc (,.e wln"ter::;j i~ th:1I it dllnints llClL !tie role of"", ele<:t<!<l 
'"'''~liIl''''''' [I"""" i~ iu Ih~, 1 ... " .;1 1 of lha ..... d >O'<= ",It 1»' "'" e[.,Cl<nIC, toll! by b: !'!':>to;"". 
The OpJIOrtuRuy I'm- dlC Pa,I i:ln""'l 10 he:lr _ cll""l'Ilty of ~"""" I~ limil~tI ... ,.! ulu" ... ely ~ " Il l ....... 
(>lIl . 

Ik ,,& . c.xccu!.YC dan",,,, ,..., of I/I~ l 'arham;nt .notbo. probIrm with OUl' CIIlTenl J)'51em iIf ~-o~ 
is Ih~ eAC'i u ...... or IImOUlIlO: , f ..... " ~tli~,,"'"t lhj~ i~ Il'" .-.IILvIy !he CoIt;<e Inr 1>COplc horn 
CIIlrurally :md Im~"'Ni~~11y di""n:~ ~cklb'OmdJ. 1$% of lhe A "' 1r~1;" .. t:UI' ... lah' ~' wC'je \..or .. in 
nM-Eneh .• h 'l{>Ukinl CIluntUe, •. yC! 'hey .re ,oo>.~",ntly unde r-rr:pre:-;cnle d In our I'Irl i:ltnmlo", 

The", arc ~ number of wtullOR. IU this probl~m, Onc soluliOJl "'lICured by YI\ NO " 10 illlroduee ~ 
oy.i.m of pn'l".>rt iu, ... 1 ''1''~ ''''I~lio". ~l,~h 11,ar: 11.: l\1.k~ "l' ofP,,\,nmtr"t """"" c lollC ly rcso.;mblc~ 
the preference; of Ibc POl'ulalwn. Qu«nslanJ'~ electorate b.,cd. fif<l_p""L_llw_l"-',t .y.L<:1!I l!Iah., ;1 
d,lf",,,l! t-,. .. minor p .• rtLC. or mdcpcndcnt~ to tam ~als. dcspllc I>cjn~ supported by r.ignific>rll 
munben of ~oI.~". T1,i, '~"!~1Il ~I...., " JlL ,e.u ll '" ~~tlj~< BOO""'!> Iot~I,~,l'IIro 1 of Ihe ~lrl'.mcn1. 
Without gai",,,g n m;YDrity of V(ltu. The C\ll7eOI Leg"I.lj~e ilSlembly il domjn~too by lite Lab<)I 
P.,ty ",.h;~h hill.+. aim",,! 11 % <'Iflloe «:I!I~ (1)3 oot of ~')l. yet it only ',"«,Ivetl "7% of tho prilMlY 
I'OfI:'". 

A proportional vot'''Il $fSlml would rmke i. ~",io:r foe minor "",Iit:, '" be ,epo-e~u"" " .. ~ . h ... 
rc mforce the ax:d to build and '''.'OIUI;n co:rlilioru". This would cnri~h .,..r l i:lmenl~ dtl>aus b y 
j " .. ud'II.-'"B .. ""'''BC ""'Ill" of vOio:el ",oil ftl .... '" mn. t <.I1i-,em 10 "'cl Lhltr . .. lhe VCI)' luSl, .. ci. 
concerns w..-e hcanl in m" St:lN', PrillUry de<: j.,oo .... km & fumm, 11 .. · P ... li~"",," 

y ANQ'. vi~w ,& ,ho. ""~Ie)!i .. ' 0 vn_""'''I!_ Y'-"'''II P" <>rl. '" ~., ';";P"~ ." ..... ''',v~ty >t, 

Quocn~!und'" demo>Crllcy Med 10: 

aJdr= high rale. M p' .... erty ~nd inequality ill our ""ciel~; 

pmv,,'e. v"ncly nf nl'1l"mrnllK:~ 10.- yOlJo~ pcop-lc (0 D,.cti"" dem<.ICr~cy ill their day-t,,­
d3y 1;'-",; 

I' rQV''''' mform .r ion 3boot our $','$ltm of democracy In ;m aC'l:c •• itrlc W"Y 10 Y"u"a ~eovl" 
finm ", lh..-, lIy .. ",I h"e.,,~uc:ally dlVCf'lC h3c~rouods. 

I!!V;"l )l<'ung pcoplo:o of It. 01 17 rh" 01";"'" to ~"Ic in rarita.-nr;:nI",), cl l."Chonl: and 

3ddressml'! the c~,,~ Of "'I'lrvst on Our tlernocncy by: 

li"'iling the inl1"Mee of eOIpOf:l\e' and prl"llle IIoJlllliuns 10 POlidcal l'aru<5; ..". 

,ernfmc iroe lhoe m ic " I r'arhan1Cn1 n the 'pcoplt:'~ huu5<" by IOu-od ..c:i ne ) sysrnn er 
proporlioon.11 repr8'!CI1Ialiou 



Notes 

1'11<'<1 ,~ 01 ...... <l<y. '" ! 'l'n n.,. 0 .. _ .. """ I Sl'>"-~ ,H"'..,I .......... ! 9 ... Do: r'''''''''" I't< l 'Ioolk ni< !:<~ooI .. r 
('00\1"" '" 1<J<!"Jdw;,,,,"_ R,," C'<d :;'-1"" . 10« ~II. l (IM h .... 
In'n ( m,,> ... ·w "" ,,".h ,d·<>I'~"'1_J'~~.b_QI'l-

j nor ~ '''' '''''" " . I"'~ •• -.,"" "I " . " , 11 ,. "I"" ", " ''''m'' .11 <,p""lo .. , m ,loo .... ~, .'Y Thol ," .. ~ ... .., '!'rn' "" ·I>o,r 
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~ I.t:(.'e''''''d. '' 1000 0.., cI'I<ts:n , .... '\""".~J~ ."''!'! .. '" A~'''"l'. 0. __ et ,. t ",,,,,,,,.c. M..II,,,,, "., 
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Q (,"000")'. It G_ ..,.j 11 .. "",_ 11 (11l9SI J"Io- ,Ik", l<-<-""J' .... JIJ.r (,',vwIo uta.,,,,,, M" " diM ' ''''nIX ", ch,WPI'!..-. In I "" 
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