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This submission i based on assessment undertaken by students i the Schoal aof
Politcal Science and Internationsl Studics at the University of Queensland in PQLE
110, Augtralian Political Instistiony, Juel Baleman s the ttonal cosardinator for
rhis coursc and Rac Wear is the Course Co ordinator and lecturer The assessment
was based on materials on “Voies and Votes” produced by the Legal, Constitutional
and Administrative Review Commitice of the Queensland Parhament Sludenis were
gsked o prepare a brief repoarl on how young peoplc smght be cncouraged to cngage
in democratic participation in Ausiralia. Advicr about possible stategies was
pronaded (Attachment 1) POLS 1101 15 an infroduciory course in Ausirakan polilics
and most students enrolled are in the fisst year of vuiversity shidy Most are in the 13-
25 yoar uld age group. Overnll, 120 assipnmems wers completed. The majority
recomunended puwltiple solutions to the problem of engaging young people with

dernocracy,

Civies education

By far thc most popular solution to the problem was civies cducanion, cither in school
or via the media wilh 113 suggestions reparding this. Some students felt that, as well
as fonmal training, a more participatory cnvironment at school, including expericnce

with elections and siudent repressntation, would provide asclul traming in democracy.

Electronie voting,

Another measure with sume supporl was electronic voting with 45 in favour, One
student wrote: °1 find the ides of being able to vote in the comfort of my home in my
pyiumas very appualing’. Another thought that miemei vating *would cnable people
to vote before or after work and make voumg less of a hassle.” Only a few students
appeared aware of possible prohlems assoriated with intomet voting from home. Une
acknowicdged that ‘imroducing a new eloctoral method does nol create @ mone
wfirmed or interested citircnry and two expressed concem that domeslic internet
voting would detract from the symbohy nupoertonce of goiug o vole and lead W a loss

nl community engageiment,
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Somc students hiked the idea ot obtaining information about politics via the micmct

rather than other media;

We wan! the messnge NOW and preferably wath as hittle bulishit as possible,
This means using weehnology. Young people love using Lhe inlwinet su it
would be a good idea Inr political partics 1o scnd cmails, set up nitty, colourful
websites explaining the issues in easy to understangd Lguage and even use

mabile phioncs to scnd (ext messnges.

Politicians and partics

Many sudems (43) felt 1hat polincians and partics could do bettier, Some students
sugpesiad that politicians shoutd visit kehools more aften, glong with celebritics and
sporting heress, o promole the mportance of voling. [t was felt thut involving
celebrities would portray political discussions and processes 2son cool and bip thimg!'
Another proposed a reality TV show  ahout *the insides and what really oceurs i the
lives of politicians” One student mentioned the “Ulizen Change' campaign in the
United States and its promation by celebnties and e 'Punk Voler' websie. Panl
Kcaling’s appcarance on the cover of Refling Stene was cited approvingly, Another
student argwed that that ‘the Quueisland Government should follow the example ot
the HALC} which serxds p team oul 1o schools 10 speak to students about car ownership

and mazegemenl’. [t was alsa sugpesied {hat:

Apecial brous should be given . . . o cnauring Indigenous Youth we invalved
in the voting process, These people have been dsadvantaped for tan long.
Lhey were donied the right 10 vore for top many years amd exua steps should

be Luken o ense they are piven a voice in the process,

Lack of wust and cvpicism about pulitics and politkcians was apparcai in many
responses. Pohibes was descnbed as a “foggy muddie of scandal anc bickering.
Studenes declared hat “the Australian youth of today conge a1 the very sound of

words swwch as “democraey”, “polities” and “govermment’™ and that “politics needs w



clean up M community image. bMuny vouths feet @ preat chistaste Bar politicians and

pehihcal activitics'. Another wrote:

I'o young people, the two major parties locked m their seemingly endless ann-
wrestle for vlectoral supremacy, offer little more than a choice between Fruit
Loops and Coco Pops-bath saccharine, hallew in the middle and of dubious
nuttitions] value, Yoo wonldn’t want to cat them overy day if you expected to

“mrow up hig and sirong”, and neither will Austialia

Politicians were exhorted; ‘don’t make promiscs that can’t or won't be kept; tell the
tmth about what is possible and what the outcomas or effects might be Another
student declared Lhat 'Most are skephicnl (sic) of the conduct of politicians and believe
that politics is a waste of time, as nothing gets accomplished.' Othes impressions were
that *yuung Austrahans. . tend to vicw politics as on elitist ficld, and politiciane as
manipuiative croatures’ and that 'currently a Iol of Youths (sic) see politictans as
sterentymcal Iving scumbags who couldn’t 1e) the truth if their lives depended on i
Another student advised: ‘political figures have to also sprtee up their image and
bring themselves out of the category wherchby people have compared them side by

side with ca: salesmen’,
The nirepresentative nature of politicians was also raised:

As of 2004 the average age of members of the Queenslind parhament was 48,

with unly five epresentatives under tho age of 45 and nong under 25. With
such a disparity in representation it is no surprise that young voters teel

wdifterent towards pohtics.

Other comments were: ' the only social group speken for adequately is that of the
middle- 10 upper-cluss Cavcasman male’, 'pohticians are predominantly middlc-aped
white men’; and “the reality is that the overwhehning majority of vur prosnent
politictans are vld enough to be the parenis or even grandparents al people entering

the age of sulfrage’. As an altemative, Watacha Stolt-Duspoga was mentioned

approvingly.



"oltcy

There was alsu a seose that politicians conld do more in presenting policics of greater
relevance 1o young people, wilh 35 smdents advocating s, One notedd the Howard
povernment's drapping of The *Youlh Aflairs’ portfelio from the list of Cabinet

Departments as sympromatic o politicians’ lack of wterest. Another wiate:

There 15 no doubi this scetion af the popiilation wonld he far more encourngoed
in participating in elecuons if some anention was actually pard W issues
je:laining to young peaple specifically, such as casual employment conditions

or energy sources which are actually suxrminable for the ney yeaviation

Further supgcstions

Oiher less booguently eited solutions to the problem of engaging youth were changing
the voung ape either 1o 16, or even 13, with oue suggestion that voting at this ape
shoulil 2e voluntary. Two students canvassed raising The voting age 1o 21 und 20,
Other supgestivns wore W vy enrolment stralegies Triple 1 was applauded by a
number of students for encouraging corolment. Other idcas were o make voler
registration forms available a1 high schools, uvmiversitics, Centrelink and at youth
group venues. Smdents approved receiving registtabon forms on their 1™ hirhday,
with thesr OF results or by ticking o box when they got their driver's licence. One
studen sugyested only muking enrolnenl pussible Teangh membership of a palitical
party. Another recommended advertising the need w0 envel throughout the eleciora)

eytle, not just wheo an electinn was due.



POLS 1101 Independent Excreisce
Duc Date: Tutorial in week begloning 3 October 2008
Weighiing: 5%

FLEASE NOTE: THIS EXERCISE REPLACES THE ADVICE ON P.8 OF TTI
COURSE GUIDE THAT RETERS T POLIFICAL PARTIES

Repons completed to the satisfacton uf your tutor will recerve  marks. Answurs
shuuld be carcfully ¢onsidered and writicn, They should show a conscientious attempt
to research and consider relevant issoes. Repors should be confined o twasides ot a
single A1 pape. [ would like to iuclude extracts from your repors in a submission Lo
the pacliamentary commitlce. Please indicate on the report il you do not want your

work ciled,

A parliameniary commiitee inquiry inko young pcople
cagaging in demouracy in Queens buwd

Through its Vokces cesd MotRd fnpoiry, e Legal and Constinotonol Committes of the

Cueensloml Padisrent aines 0 momeaend praclcdl ways @ oucasc yuang pouplcs

intemst amd moaninglal enpagemcat in democecy i Coeenslang. ;
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The consnuintce has priduvced 2 megee of publications, vwboding 4 mulermedia ©O DOM
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The abave gdvertisement sppeared in the Courier Mail on 23 July 205,

Prepare a report on huow youny people might be enconragrd to cngage in demecralic
participstion in Austraba. [ssucs you might consider include, but should not



necessariiy be confined 1o; the iniroduction of tnienet voilg, a lower of higher
voling ape, Seiter civies cducnion for schnol studomis: betler shiategics by political

partics and polilicians to attract young voters; the promotion by govemmuent of
polictes of intcrest o vounyg peuple.





